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In September 1974 the Board reported that it had reason
to believe that some confusion existed in Lodges over the
distribution of the booklet Information for the Guidance
of Members of the Craft. The Report continued:

“The Board feels strongly that every member of the Craft
should possess a copy of this booklet and has therefore
reviewed its earlier recommendations in order to achieve
this result. The Board now recommends that each newly
made Mason should be given a copy of the booklet at the
same time as he is presented with the Book of
Constitutions and the By-Laws of his Lodge during the
initiation ceremony. In addition the Board reiterates its
view that a copy should be presented to each newly
installed Master.”

All succeeding editions of the booklet have included the
above extract inside the front cover, together with a
statement that it was adopted, and thereby became an
edict binding on the Craft.

It appears to the Board that the confusion still exists and
the Board has therefore no hesitation in reaffirming its
recommendation that each newly made Mason and each
newly installed Master should be given a copy of the
booklet at the same time as he is presented with the Book
of Constitutions and the By-Laws of his Lodge during
the ceremony of initiation and the ceremony of
installation.

The above extract from the report of the Board of General Purposes to Grand Lodge
was adopted in June 2007 and thereby becomes an edict binding on the Craft.

Freemasons’ Hall
London
September 2011
© U.G.L. of E. 2011
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AIMS AND RELATIONSHIPS OF THE CRAFT
Accepted by Grand Lodge, 7 September 1949

IN August 1938, the Grand Lodges of England, Ireland, and Scotland each agreed
upon and issued a statement identical in terms except that the name of the issuing
Grand Lodge appeared throughout. This statement, which was entitled ‘Aims and
Relationships of the Craft’, was in the following terms:

1. From time to time the United Grand Lodge of England has deemed it desirable to
set forth in precise form the aims of Freemasonry as consistently practised under its
Jurisdiction since it came into being as an organised body in 1717, and also to define
the principles governing its relations with those other Grand Lodges with which it is
in fraternal accord.

2. In view of representations which have been received, and of statements recently
issued which have distorted or obscured the true objects of Freemasonry, it is once
again considered necessary to emphasise certain fundamental principles of the Order.

3. The first condition of admission into, and membership of, the Order is a belief in
the Supreme Being. This is essential and admits of no compromise.

4. The Bible, referred to by Freemasons as the Volume of the Sacred Law, is always
open in the Lodges. Every Candidate is required to take his Obligation on that book
or on the Volume which is held by his particular creed to impart sanctity to an oath
or promise taken upon it.

5. Everyone who enters Freemasonry is, at the outset, strictly forbidden to
countenance any act which may have a tendency to subvert the peace and good order of
society; he must pay due obedience to the law of any state in which he resides or which
may afford him protection, and he must never be remiss in the allegiance due to the
Sovereign of his native land.

6. While English Freemasonry thus inculcates in each of its members the duties of
loyalty and citizenship, it reserves to the individual the right to hold his own opinion
with regard to public affairs. But neither in any Lodge, nor at any time in his capacity
as a Freemason, is he permitted to discuss or to advance his views on theological or
political questions.

7. The Grand Lodge has always consistently refused to express any opinion on
questions of foreign or domestic state policy either at home or abroad, and it will not
allow its name to be associated with any action, however humanitarian it may appear
to be, which infringes its unalterable policy of standing aloof from every question
affecting the relations between one government and another, or between political
parties, or questions as to rival theories of government.

8. The Grand Lodge is aware that there do exist Bodies, styling themselves
Freemasons, which do not adhere to these principles, and while that attitude exists the
Grand Lodge of England refuses absolutely to have any relations with such Bodies,
or to regard them as Freemasons.

continued
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9. The Grand Lodge of England is a Sovereign and independent Body practising
Freemasonry only within the three Degrees and only within the limits defined in its
Constitution as ‘pure Antient Masonry’. It does not recognize or admit the existence
of any superior Masonic authority however styled.

10. On more than one occasion the Grand Lodge has refused, and will continue to
refuse, to participate in Conferences with so-called International Associations
claiming to represent Freemasonry, which admit to membership Bodies failing to
conform strictly to the principles upon which the Grand Lodge of England is founded.
The Grand Lodge does not admit any such claim, nor can its views be represented by
any such Association.

11. There is no secret with regard to any of the basic principles of Freemasonry, some
of which have been stated above. The Grand Lodge will always consider the
recognition of those Grand Lodges which profess and practise, and can show that they
have consistently professed and practised, those established and unaltered principles,
but in no circumstances will it enter into discussion with a view to any new or varied
interpretation of them. They must be accepted and practised wholeheartedly and in
their entirety by those who desire to be recognised as Freemasons by the United
Grand Lodge of England.

The Grand Lodge of England has been asked if it still stands by this declaration,
particularly in regard to paragraph 7. The Grand Lodge of England replied that it
stood by every word of the declaration, and has since asked for the opinion of the
Grand Lodges of Ireland and Scotland. A conference has been held between the three
Grand Lodges, and all unhesitatingly reaffirm the statement that was pronounced in
1938: nothing in present-day affairs has been found that could cause them to recede
from that attitude.

If Freemasonry once deviated from its course by expressing an opinion on
political or theological questions, it would be called upon not only publicly to approve
or denounce any movement which might arise in the future, but would sow the seeds
of discord among its own members.

The three Grand Lodges are convinced that it is only by this rigid adherence to this
policy that Freemasonry has survived the constantly changing doctrines of the outside
world, and are compelled to place on record their complete disapproval of any action
which may tend to permit the slightest departure from the basic principles of
Freemasonry. They are strongly of opinion that if any of the three Grand Lodges does
50, it cannot maintain a claim to be following the Antient Landmarks of the Order, and
must ultimately face disintegration.



BASIC PRINCIPLES FOR GRAND
LODGE RECOGNITION

Accepted by Grand Lodge, 4 September 1929

The M.W. The Grand Master having expressed a desire that the Board would draw up
a statement of the Basic Principles on which this Grand Lodge could be invited to
recognise any Grand Lodge applying for recognition by the English Jurisdiction, the
Board of General Purposes has gladly complied. The result, as follows, has been
approved by the Grand Master, and it will form the basis of a questionnaire to be
forwarded in future to each Jurisdiction requesting English recognition. The Board
desires that not only such bodies but the Brethren generally throughout the Grand
Master’s Jurisdiction shall be fully informed as to those Basic Principles of
Freemasonry for which the Grand Lodge of England has stood throughout its history.

1. Regularity of origin; i.e. each Grand Lodge shall have been established lawfully
by a duly recognised Grand Lodge or by three or more regularly constituted Lodges.

2. That a belief in the G.A.O.T.U. and His revealed will shall be an essential
qualification for membership.

3. That all Initiates shall take their Obligation on or in full view of the open Volume
of the Sacred Law, by which is meant the revelation from above which is binding on
the conscience of the particular individual who is being initiated.

4. That the membership of the Grand Lodge and individual Lodges shall be
composed exclusively of men; and that each Grand Lodge shall have no Masonic
intercourse of any kind with mixed Lodges or bodies which admit women to
membership.

5. That the Grand Lodge shall have sovereign jurisdiction over the Lodges under its
control; i.e. that it shall be a responsible, independent, self-governing organisation,
with sole and undisputed authority over the Craft or Symbolic Degrees (Entered
Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason) within its Jurisdiction; and shall not in
any way be subject to, or divide such authority with, a Supreme Council or other
Power claiming any control or supervision over those degrees.

6. That the three Great Lights of Freemasonry (namely, the Volume of the Sacred
Law, the Square, and the Compasses) shall always be exhibited when the Grand
Lodge or its subordinate Lodges are at work, the chief of these being the Volume of
the Sacred Law.

7. That the discussion of religion and politics within the Lodge shall be strictly
prohibited.

8. That the principles of the Antient Landmarks, customs, and usages of the Craft
shall be strictly observed.



THE LIBRARY AND MUSEUM OF FREEMASONRY

(The Library and Museum Charitable Trust of the United Grand Lodge
Registered Charity No: 1058497)

The Library and Museum of Freemasonry at Freemasons’ Hall and the permanent
exhibition on the history of English Freemasonry are open to the public from
10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. Monday to Friday. They are closed on Sundays and Public
Holidays (including Saturdays preceding Public Holidays).

In normal circumstances, the Grand Temple may be visited hourly from
11.00 a.m. to 12 noon and from 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. (Monday to Friday) and parties,
which may include members of the public, will be conducted from the Library and
Museum for that purpose. From time to time these arrangements may be affected by
security considerations.

Early application should be made to the Library and Museum for appointments
for organised tours on a Saturday morning.

Note — Freemasons’ Hall is closed on Sundays, Public Holidays, the Saturdays of
Bank Holiday weekends, and from 12 noon on Friday, 23 December 2011, until it
reopens on Tuesday, 3 January 2012.



POINTS OF PROCEDURE

Recommendations adopted by Grand Lodge, 1916-2011
(see Rule 229 Book of Constitutions)

ADVERTISING AND THE EXHIBITION OF MASONIC CERTIFICATES

It should be understood by every Brother — and made clear at an early stage to
every Candidate for Initiation — that membership of the Craft is not to be used as a
means of promoting his personal or business advantage.

The word ‘Masonic’ or any symbol or words with a Masonic significance that is
obvious to members of the Craft are not to be used in advertising or promotional
material unless permission has first been obtained from the appropriate Masonic
authorities. Applications should be sent to the Provincial (or District) Grand Secretary
if such material is to appear in a single Province (or District) and to the Grand Secretary
in all other cases, through Provincial (or District) Grand Secretaries if appropriate.

Similarly, the Board emphatically condemns the display of Masonic certificates,
especially on business premises or in public places in such a way as to be likely to
promote business, professional or personal advantage.

Any conduct which infringes the rulings set out above will be deemed un-Masonic
and the Brother or Brethren concerned will be liable to disciplinary action.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes adopted 10 June 1981.)

AFTER-PROCEEDINGS (see also LODGE AFTER-PROCEEDINGS; NON-MASONS
AT AFTER-PROCEEDINGS; PRECEDENCE OF TOASTS, PPS. 23, 28, 30)

The practice by the Master of ‘taking wine’ at dinner becomes detrimental to
congenial conversation unless kept to a minimum, and should be confined to Brethren
in their Masonic status. The Board wishes to emphasise that Masonry can be brought
into disrepute unless the Master ensures that after-proceedings are conducted with
decorum. Challenging and cross toasting should not be permitted.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 6 June 1956.)

APPROVAL OF DESIGNS

The Board wishes to remind Brethren of the requirement in Rule 241, Book of
Constitutions, that the designs of jewels must have been approved or allowed by the
MW The Grand Master. By long-standing custom, and for similar reasons approval is
also required for any design used as the emblem of a Lodge, whether on summonses,
Lodge stationery, or as a Lodge banner.

Notes for guidance on designs are available from the Grand Secretary’s office.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 13 March 1996.)

ATTENDANCE AT LODGES OVERSEAS

The continuing growth in overseas travel brings with it an increase in visits by our
Brethren to Lodges of other jurisdictions, and the Board welcomes this trend.

From time to time, however, Brethren become involved with Masonic bodies
which Grand Lodge does not recognise, e.g. in visiting a jurisdiction which, quite
legitimately so far as it is concerned, accepts as visitors Brethren from Grand Lodges
which are not recognised by the United Grand Lodge of England. In this connection,
Brethren are reminded that it is part of their duty as members of the English
Constitution not to associate Masonically with members of unrecognised
constitutions, and should such a situation occur, they should tactfully withdraw, even
though their visit may have been formally arranged.

9
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To avoid this danger, and potential embarrassment to hosts, Brethren should not
attempt to make any Masonic contact overseas without having first checked
(preferably in writing) with the Grand Secretary’s Office at Freemasons’ Hall, Great
Queen Street, London WC2B 5AZ, that there is recognised Freemasonry in the
country concerned and, if so, whether there is any particular point which should be
watched.

The Board recommends that the terms of this warning should be repeated:

a. verbally in open Lodge whenever a Grand Lodge Certificate is

presented, and

b. in print once a year in a Lodge’s summons.

Brethren should also be aware of the Masonic convention that communications
between Grand Lodges be conducted by Grand Secretaries. They should therefore not
attempt without permission to make direct contact with the Grand Secretary of
another Constitution. This does not preclude direct contact on a purely personal level
between individual Brethren under different Grand Lodges.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 8 September 2010.)

ATTENDANCE AT LODGES UNDER THE ENGLISH CONSTITUTION BY BRETHREN
FROM OTHER GRAND LODGES

The Board considers it appropriate to draw attention to Rule 125 (b), Book of
Constitutions, and the list of Grand Lodges recognised by the United Grand Lodge of
England, which is published in the Masonic Year Book, copies of which are sent to
Secretaries of Lodges.

Only Brethren who are members of Lodges under recognised jurisdictions may
visit English Lodges. They must produce a certificate (i.e. a Grand Lodge certificate
or other documentary proof of Masonic identity provided by their Grand Lodge),
should be prepared to acknowledge that a personal belief in T. G. A. O. T. U. is an
essential Landmark in Freemasonry, and should be able to produce evidence of their
good standing in their Lodges. It is the Master’s responsibility to ensure that the
requirements of Rule 125 (b) are met.

It is particularly noted that the hazard of admitting a member of an unrecognised
constitution arises not only in connection with overseas visitors (or individuals
resident in this country who belong to an unrecognised constitution overseas). There
are Lodges of unrecognised constitutions meeting in England, and care must be taken
that their members are not admitted to our meetings.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 8 September 2010.)

BLACK TIES (but see also STANDARD OF DRESS, P. 35)

Brethren will have noticed that the instructions for dress at the Communications
of Grand Lodge include the words ‘all Brethren attending must wear plain black ties’.
The Board wishes to stress that ties bearing an emblem, whether in the weave or as a
coloured design, are not acceptable for wear in Grand Lodge.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 9 March 1983.)

‘BOARD’, IMPROPER USE OF WORD

Confusion has arisen because of the description ‘Board of General Purposes’
being sometimes applied to Masonic Committees not recognised by that name in the
Book of Constitutions. The book limits the title to the Board of General Purposes

10
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directly responsible to Grand Lodge, and to those bodies chosen by District Grand
Lodges, under Rule 81, these latter being specifically permitted to be termed
‘Boards’. Every other such body, except the Board of Benevolence* and the Board of
Grand Stewards associated with Grand Lodge and the Board of Installed Masters in
Private Lodges, is properly styled ‘Committee’.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 1 March 1922.)

*Board of Benevolence dissolved and its functions taken over by Grand Charity,
1 January 1981.

BOARD OF INSTALLED MASTERS, ATTENDANCE AT

The Board of General Purposes has had under consideration a report by the Grand
Secretary on the subject of Installation Ceremonies performed in the private Lodges
of Constitutions with which the United Grand Lodge of England is in amity: this
report was compiled from answers to a questionnaire sent to all recognised Grand
Lodges. It is clear from it that very wide variations of practice exist and that nothing
comparable with what English Freemasons know as the ‘Inner Working’ is to be
found in the majority of such ceremonies.

The Board feels that the fact of being installed as Master of a regular Lodge
should be the paramount consideration and should outweigh variations of method of
installation, being encouraged in this belief by the recollection that the obligation of
secrecy taken in the first degree covers equally all secrets subsequently
communicated.

It therefore suggests to the Grand Lodge that any member in good standing of a
recognised Constitution (a full list of all such bodies being given in the current
Masonic Year Book) who can satisfactorily prove that he is or has been Master of a
Lodge should be permitted to attend the Inner Working of the Installation Ceremony.
Where such proof is solely documentary it must include convincing evidence of
identity, but lack of knowledge of such signs, tokens, and words as are communicated
in Boards of Installed Masters of English Lodges should not debar an Installed Master
from remaining present at a Board of Installed Masters.

The Board believes that this procedure will be beneficial to good relations with
senior members of Constitutions with which the United Grand Lodge of England is in
amity, and recommends its acceptance by the Grand Lodge.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 9 March 1966.)

BOARD OF INSTALLED MASTERS, DEFINITION OF

The Board has been asked to define the scope and purpose of the Board of
Installed Masters. After a close examination of the whole matter, and avoiding as is
its practice giving any ruling as to details of ritual the Board wishes to make the
following points:

(i) No one who is not an Installed Master (with the exception of certain brethren
who hold high rank in the Scandinavian system and about whose eligibility to
attend any question should be addressed to the Grand Secretary) may take
part in or be present at a Board of Installed Masters. It is not permissible for
Master Masons, Fellow Crafts, or Entered Apprentices to be in the same room
as the Board of Installed Masters even under the pretext that they are unable
to see or hear what takes place.

11
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(ii) The Board of Installed Masters is opened out of the third degree after all
brethren below the rank of Installed Master have retired from the Lodge
Room. (There is no objection to the method employed in the Province of
Bristol so long as (a) it is restricted to Lodges of that Province and (b)
Installed Masters alone take part in the Bristol ceremony.)

(iii) The Board of Installed Masters is employed solely for the purpose of
installing the Master (and investing the Immediate Past Master, but it should
be borne in mind that such investiture is only a formality since the Immediate
Past Master operates by virtue of his position as such: if he is not present at
the installation of his successor he cannot be invested on some later occasion
but is nonetheless the Immediate Past Master).

(iv) The Board of Installed Masters has no other function and cannot by any
pretext be opened at any other time or occasion. Equally no Master can be
regularly installed except in a Board of Installed Masters.

(v) The quorum for a Board of Installed Masters is three, apart from the Master
Elect and a brother acting as Tyler, who need not of course be an Installed
Master.

Any idea that a Board of Installed Masters should or may be held prior to the day
of installation or as part of any earlier ceremony on that day is quite erroneous, and
where such practice exists it should cease.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 12 September 1973.)

BOOK OF CONSTITUTIONS

The Board notes that the full content of the Book of Constitutions, which has for
many years been available for purchase by members of the public, will in the near
future be posted on the Grand Lodge’s website. It hopes that Lodge Secretaries and
others who have need to refer from time to time to the contents of the Book will find
it helpful to have available on-line an authoritative up-to-date version of the Rules in
the Book of Constitutions and the Royal Arch Regulations. The Board considers that
there is no objection to such Brethren periodically downloading the text of those
Rules and Regulations, but recommends that an official bound version of the Book
should continue to be presented to every initiate and every Brother joining from
another Constitution.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 9 March 2005.)

BUSINESS CONDUCTED WITH NON-MASONS PRESENT
The practice of admitting ladies and other non-Masons to a Lodge room after the
Lodge has been closed or called off in order to receive a talk or presentation on
Freemasonry is becoming increasingly common. The Grand Secretary and the Board
receive enquiries from time to time as to whether it is permissible to conduct part of
a Lodge’s work in front of non-Masons. The Board has sought advice from the Grand
Director of Ceremonies as to what constitutes Masonic business that may only be
transacted while a Lodge is open and what business may be carried out in the presence
of non-Masons, and after consideration hopes that the Grand Lodge will endorse the

following statement:
1. In a Private Lodge no non-Mason may be present while the Lodge is open.
(See the last of the Antient Charges in the Summary submitted to by every
Master before his Installation — “You promise that no Visitor shall be
12
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received into your Lodge without due examination, and producing proper
Vouchers of his having been initiated in a regular Lodge.”)

. So far as Grand Lodge, or a Provincial or District Grand Lodge, is concerned,
precedents exist for the meeting being called on — so that Masonic business
(of a purely administrative nature) could be carried out — while non-Masons
are present, the most notable instance being at Earls Court in 1992. The Board
recommends that such precedents should not be followed in future by
Provincial or District Grand Lodges.

. No part of the ceremonies of Initiation, Passing, Raising and Installation may
be conducted with non-Masons present; those ceremonies, to be valid, must
take place in open Lodge. This extends to those elements such as the Charge
after Initiation, which some might argue are not strictly part of the ceremony.
The Board notes that the text of that Charge is already in the public domain,
and in particular is sometimes recited at ‘open days’, but draws a distinction
between such events and a ‘live’ ceremony to which it is inappropriate to
admit non-Masons.

. The administrative business of a Lodge, besides being of a private nature, to
be validly transacted must be conducted in open Lodge (i.e. without non-
Masons present).

5. Apart from those items of Masonic ritual and administrative business referred
to above, there is no compelling need to adopt a mysterious or secretive
attitude towards other Masonic activities which can take place while a Lodge
is called off or after it has been closed. For example the laying of Foundation
Stones with Masonic ceremonial was once commonplace. Banner dedications
afford another example where an impressive show of Masonic ceremonial (as
opposed to ritual) can be given without in any way compromising Masonic
principles. In such instances, an important test is whether the Lodge feels
comfortable with such a display and, provided that the local Masonic
authority has no objection either generally or in relation to a particular
activity, the Board considers that Lodges should not be discouraged from (or,
conversely, pressed into) admitting their ladies and friends on such occasions.
No Masonic signs whatever may be given on such occasions, as the Lodge is
not open.

. The Board does not wish to discourage the admission of non-Masons to
investitures, which do not of themselves involve anything that an outsider
may not see and are, in any event, conducted by or on behalf of a recognised
Masonic authority. It does, however, note that some Brethren may be
reluctant to attend on such occasions to be invested because they do not feel
comfortable at the presence of non-Masons.

. Whilst there is nothing especially esoteric in the Masonic ceremonial which
accompanies a Private Lodge’s Centenary or Bi-Centenary celebrations and
the associated presentation of a Warrant, the Board recommends that as an
official ceremony, the essential elements of which have been laid down by
central Masonic authority, it must be conducted while the Lodge is open and
without non-Masons present.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 11 December 2002.)

[

%)

&~

(=}

~

13



Points of Procedure: Grand Lodge

¢CALLING OFF’ DURING MASONIC CEREMONIES

On several occasions the Board of General Purposes has expressed the opinion
that Masonic ceremonies should be carried through without interruptions, and this
opinion has been endorsed by the Grand Lodge.

As a result of representations which have been received, the Board of General
Purposes has reconsidered the matter and it recommends that the Master of a Lodge
should be permitted to make a short break in the proceedings at a suitable time during
a meeting, provided that the Lodge is properly ‘called off > and ‘called on’ again.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 8 March 1961.)

CANDIDATES FOR INITIATION FROM ABROAD

Rule 158 sets out the procedure to be followed by Secretaries of Lodges regarding
candidates for Initiation whose residence or place of business is in ‘a different
locality’. In the case of candidates whose residence or place or business is in a locality
which is under the jurisdiction of another Grand Lodge, enquiry should be made of
the Grand Secretary of this Grand Lodge, who will, if appropriate, pass the enquiry to
the Grand Secretary of the foreign Grand Lodge. There are special provisions,
contained in Rule 161, regarding candidates for Initiation whose place of residence is
in any place where the Grand Lodge of Ireland or the Grand Lodge of Scotland has
exclusive jurisdiction.

Attention is drawn to the provisions of sub-paragraphs (e) to (h) of Rule 163
regarding Joining Members from Lodges under another Grand Lodge

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 8 September 1982.)

CANDIDATES FOR INITIATION: RULES 159 AND 160 OF THE BOOK OF
CONSTITUTIONS

The Board wishes to draw the particular attention of Lodges to Rules 159 and 160
of the Book of Constitutions which deal with Candidates for Initiation. Apart from
exceptional circumstances, all proposals must be made and all ballots must be taken
at Regular Meetings. A ballot can only be taken at an Emergency Meeting when
conditions arise with respect to the Candidate which require the powers conferred by
Rule 160 to be exercised. In such cases the procedure under the Rule must be strictly
followed.

It is further to be noted that advantage must not be taken of the Rule for any
purpose other than a real emergency affecting the Candidate.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 5 June 1935.)

CIRCULATION OF LODGE MINUTES

The Board is most anxious to encourage Lodges to save time at meetings by
distributing the Minutes of the previous meeting to members with the summons.
It notes, however, with concern that in some cases such Minutes contain far more
detail, particularly in relation to the ceremonial work of the Lodge, than is either
necessary or appropriate. The Board considers that the function of Minutes is to
provide the formal record of the business transacted at each meeting of a Lodge,
rather than a detailed description of every aspect of the ceremonies and administrative
business. It also notes that such lengthy Minutes are a relatively recent development,
in many cases linked with the increasing use of word processors. It accordingly
suggests that Lodge Secretaries should restrict the Minutes, in so far as they relate to
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the ceremonies of the three degrees and the Installation of the new Master, to

identifying the ceremony, the Candidate and the particular Brethren undertaking the

work (if that is not immediately obvious from the offices such Brethren hold).
(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 9 March 2005.)

CONCORDAT WITH GRAND LODGES OF IRELAND AND SCOTLAND

A Concordat was drawn up in 1905 between representatives of the three Grand
Lodges, the English deputation being led by MW Bro the Earl Amherst, Pro Grand
Master. It was adopted by the Grand Lodge and published in the Grand Lodge
Proceedings for September, 1905.

Recent experience where new Grand Lodges have been formed out of Lodges
drawn from the three Constitutions has shown that the present requirements of the
Concordat in relation to recognition are unduly restrictive in today’s conditions.
Representatives of the three Grand Lodges, when they met in August 2005, agreed to
the insertion of a phrase allowing for the relaxation of the strict requirements of the
Concordat by agreement in individual cases.

The Board has decided to republish the Concordat in full, and has arranged that
the new phrase shall be underlined.

“The three Grand Lodges agree that any member of the Order who may be suspended
or expelled in one jurisdiction shall not, while so disqualified, be permitted to remain a
member of or to visit or join any Lodge under the jurisdiction of the others: and each
Grand Lodge shall cause notice of all decrees of suspension or expulsion to be sent to the
other Grand Lodges. And in case of such decrees being made abroad, the District or
Provincial Authorities acting, shall also notify the neighbouring District or Provincial
Authorities of all three jurisdictions.

In each of the three jurisdictions, a duly installed Master under either of the other
Constitutions shall, if not otherwise disqualified, be entitled to be present at a Board of
Installed Masters, and to form one of the quorum; but not to preside therein or to instal a
Master, unless requested to do so by the Board. Nor can a Visiting Master or Past Master
of another Constitution preside in the Lodge he is visiting. In case there is not present a
Master or a Past Master duly qualified under the home jurisdiction, then and then only the
Officer in charge of the Lodge may request a Master or Past Master under one of the other
two Constitutions to perform any ceremony which the Warden is not competent to
perform. This agreement is not to interfere with the right of the Worshipful Master of a
Lodge to invite a Member of the Lodge or a visiting Master or Past Master of any of the
three Constitutions to perform any ceremony without assuming the Chair.

The question of recognising a new Grand Lodge in any Colony or other territory in
which the three Grand Lodges have equal jurisdiction and have Warranted Lodges
working therein, shall not be taken into consideration unless at least two-thirds of the
Lodges under each jurisdiction or such other proportion as the three Grand Lodges shall
agree in the light of local circumstances have signified their adhesion to such new body;
and such recognition shall only be granted by agreement of the three Grand Lodges. After
the recognition of such new Grand Lodge as a sovereign body, the respective authorities

of the three Grand Lodges will surrender their rights to warrant new Lodges within the
Jurisdiction of the new body, provided always that the rights of Lodges not adhering to the
new body shall be fully safeguarded.”
(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 14 December 2005.)
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CONTINGENCIES AFFECTING THE MASTER OF A LODGE

The Board understands that there is uncertainty on the part of some Brethren as
to whether it is in the power of the Master of a Lodge to resign from his office. The
Board reaffirms categorically the view taken in the past that the Master, having been
installed until the next regular period of election within the Lodge and until a
successor shall have been duly elected and installed in his stead, cannot resign. The
only option available to him is to resign from the Lodge, thereby automatically
terminating his Mastership. Moreover, if the Master dies or resigns from the Lodge,
another Master cannot be elected to fill the vacancy that has arisen; the provisions of
Rule 119 apply. The Senior Warden therefore summons the Lodge, but the business
of the Lodge, while it is open, is conducted by the Past Master identified in
accordance with Rule 119, subject to his power to delegate the duty to another
Installed Master who is a member of the Lodge.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 10 June 2009.)

CORRESPONDENCE WITH OTHER GRAND LODGES AND THEIR MEMBERS

It is an established Masonic convention that Masonic correspondence outside the
Lodges and membership of the United Grand Lodge of England should be conducted
through the offices of the respective Grand Secretaries. It appears from
correspondence in the Grand Secretary’s office from his colleagues in other
jurisdictions that this convention is being increasingly disregarded. The Board wishes
to remind members of the Craft that all enquiries directed to other Grand Lodges
should be sent to the Grand Secretary at Freemasons’ Hall, London. This applies
equally whether the correspondence is conducted through the medium of the post or
by electronic means such as e-mail and facsimile transmission.

Where in certain areas overseas there are, in addition to an English District Grand
Lodge or a Group under a Grand Inspector, similar bodies under other jurisdictions
no exception is taken to contact on routine matters through our District Grand
Secretary or Grand Inspector.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 8 December 2004.)

CusTODY AND PRODUCTION OF LODGE WARRANTS

It has come to the notice of the Board that Lodge meetings have taken place
without the Warrant being present. The Master is responsible not only for its safe
custody but also for its production at every meeting. Safe custody does not necessarily
mean physical retention of the Warrant by the Master, and the Board is aware that
other satisfactory arrangements are often made, but these do not absolve the Master
of his ultimate responsibility for its safety and for its production whenever or
wherever the Lodge meets.

The Board realizes that on rare occasions circumstances beyond the Master’s
control may make it impossible for him to attend a meeting: in such cases he must
take steps as soon as possible to ensure that some other responsible Officer of the
Lodge is in a position to produce the Warrant at the meeting. If these steps fail and
the Warrant is not produced, the Lodge must not be opened nor should any item of
business on the Agenda be dealt with: the circumstances giving rise to such a situation
should be reported immediately to the proper Masonic authority by the Master.

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 13 June 1962.)
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DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

A recent investigation by the Local Ombudsman suggests that some Brethren may
not have fully understood the implications of what is said about declarations of
interest in the Board’s leaflet ‘Freemasonry and Society’, which was re-issued in a
revised form and with Grand Lodge’s approval in September 1988.

In local government, as in many walks of life, the pecuniary interests of those
involved in making decisions must be disclosed. Other interests (which may include
Freemasonry) may also be appropriate for disclosure. Such interests should be
disclosed if they are likely to have a bearing on the matter under discussion or on
relationships with any of the people concerned. The disclosure need not be specific
(e.g. ‘I declare an interest’ would be enough). After disclosure of an interest, the
standing orders or customs of the committee or council, etc., will govern further
participation in making the decision concerned.

Brethren who may be involved in local government or where similar rules apply
should consider the foregoing advice against the background of the leaflet
‘Freemasonry and Society’. If difficulties arise, the Grand Secretary should be
consulted (through the Provincial and District Grand Secretaries if appropriate).

(Extract from Report of Board of General Purposes, adopted 13 December 1989.)

DEMONSTRATIONS OF RITUAL
The Board has reviewed the guidance on demonstrations of ritual approved by the
Grand Lodge in June 2002 and has concluded that where a Lodge rehearses or
demonstrates its normal ritual (e.g. because it has no candidate) there is no need for
the Lodge to be called off to enable the demonstration or rehearsal to take place. It
accordingly hopes that the Grand Lodge will endorse the revised consolidated
statement set out below.
1. The ritual of a recognised Grand Lodge which works in English may be
demonstrated at a meeting of a Private Lodge provided that the following
conditions are satisfied:
(a) only Master Masons are present at the demonstration;
(b) the Lodge has been closed, or is “called off” for the duration of the
demonstration; and
(c) the Lodge room remains fully tyled throughout.
2. The ritual of any Grand Lodge which works in a language other than
English may not be demonstrated in a Lodge under the English Jurisdiction,
except with the express permission of the Board. Any such permission will
only be given subject to the conditions set out above.
3. No demonstration of the ritual of another Grand Lodge may in any
circumstances be given in a Lodge of Instruction.
4. Paragraphs 1 to 3 apply equally to reconstructions of historical forms of
Craft ritual.
5. Brethren are reminded that arrangements for the demonstration of the
ritual of another Grand Lodge should be made through the Grand Secretary’s
Office. (See also the section headed “Correspondence with Other Grand
Lodges and their Members” in the booklet “Information for the Guidance of
Members of the Craft”.)
6. No Lodge of another Constitution may meet and confer a degree upon a
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“live” candidate (as opposed to demonstrating a conferral) in an English
Constitution Lodge; nor may a dispensation be granted for an English
Constitution Lodge to hold a meeting or confer a degree within the territory
of another Grand Lodge.

7. Where a Lodge desires to rehearse or demonstrate its normal ritual at one
of its meetings (e.g. because it has no candidate), there can be no objection to
the presence of Entered Apprentices or Fellow Crafts who have already
received the degree being demonstrated, and the Lodge need not be
“called off”.

8. The Ceremony of the Consecration of a Lodge is of a special nature and
may only be carried out by the Grand Master or by some other Grand Off