
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
USS MOUNT WHITNEY fLCC 20) 

FLEET POST OFFICE 
NEW YORK 09517 

From: Commanding Off icer ,  USS MOUNT WHlTNEY (LCC 20) 
To: Director  of Naval History (OF-O~BH), Washington Navy Yard, 

Washington, D.C. 20374 

Subj: Command History; forwarding of (OPNAV Report 5720-1) 

R e f :  (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12C 

Encl: (1) Narrat ive of s i g n i f i c a n t  events  1980 
(2) Ship's Pact Sheet 
(3) Biography of Commanding Off icer  
(4) L i s t  of Commanding Of f ice r s  

1. I n  accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through C4) a r e  forwarded. 

zt!?ur Z. L .  LUBBS 

By d i r e c t i o n  

Copy t o  : 
COMPHIBGRU m 



USS MOUNT WHITNEY (LCC-20) 
NARRATIVE OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 1980 

Jan 26 CAPT Vernon C. SMITH re l i eved  Captain John J. KINGSTON a s  
Commanding Of f i ce r ,  USS MOUNT WHITNEY (LCC-20). 

Feb 24-Mar 24 MOUNT WHITNN conducted Refresher  Training i n  Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. 

Mar 24-27 Inpor t  Nassau, Bahamas. Ship was v i s i t e d  by Governor General 
of Bahamas. 

Jun 2-3 MOUNT WHITNEY was inspec ted  by Board of Inspect ion and Survey. 

J u l  22-Aug 1 MOUNT WHITNEY conducted Mobile Sea Range READEX 2-8 and con t ro l l ed  
l i v e  m i s s i l e  f i r i n g s  f o r  s e v e r a l  sh ips .  

d 

29-Sep 24 MOUNT WHITNEY p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Exercise United Effort /~eamwork 80 
opera t ing  wi th  over 60,000 NATO personnel from 8 c o u n t r i e s  with 
116 s h i p s  and 400 a i r c r a f t .  VADM T.  J .  BIGLN, COMSTRIKFLTLANT; 
RADM W .  C .  HAMM, J r . ,  COMPHIBGRU TWO; and BGEN E .  C. CHEATHAM, Jr . ,  CG 
FOURTHMAB; were embarked f o r  t h e  exe rc i se  which involved i n t e n s i v e  
t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  North A t l a n t i c .  

Sep 24-30 

o c t  3-9 

Oct 10-15 

Dec 23 

Ship conducted a p o r t  c a l l  a t  Wilhelrnshaven, W. Germany. 

MOUNT WHITNEY conducted a p o r t  c a l l  a t  Portsmouth, England. 

Ship c a l l e d  a t  Rotterdam, Netherlands. 

MOUNT WHITNEY earned he r  t h i r d  consecutive B a t t l e  "E" Award 
inc luding  Engineering and Operations Department "E 's"  f o r  
exce l lence  i n  m i s s i l e ,  gunnery, damage c o n t r o l ,  and engineering.  
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USS MOUNT WRITNEY (LCC-20) 
FACT SHEET 

The US S MOUNT WHITNEY (LCC-20) was constructed by t h e  Newport News 
Shipbuilding and Drydock Company, and is t h e  second i n  t h e  Blue Ridge 
c l a s s  of command ships.  

The ship  is named f o r  t h e  14,946 foo t  peak i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Nevada 
mountain range i n  Cal i fornia ,  t h e  f i r s t  sh ip  i n  t h e  Navy t o  bear t h i s  name. 

The 620 foo t  MOUNT WHITNEY, with  a complement of 740 men and o f f i c e r s ,  
serves a s  f l agsh ip  f o r  t h e  Commander, U.S. Second F l e e t ;  Commander, Amphibious 
Group TWO; and the  Commanding General, Fourth Marine Amphibious Brigade; and 
a s  a command platform f o r  the  Commander, Tac t i ca l  A i r  Control Group TWO during 
amphibious operat ions.  The ship  is homeported i n  Norfolk, Virginia.  

I 
Since commissioning, t h e  sh ip  has  pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  severa l  f l e e t  ace rc i ses  

i n  t h e  Mediterranean, the  Caribbean and t h e  North At lant ic .  The ship  under 
went two six month overhauls i n  t h e  Philadelphia Naval Shipyard: i n  1974 
and 1979. MOUNT FJRITNEYts long list of accomplishments and awards .include 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  J u l y  4, 1976 In te rna t iona l  Naval Review i n  New Pork c i t y .  
Six B a t t l e  Eff ic iency C'E") awards, r e c e i p t  of the  Meritorious Unit Commendation 
and numerous department e f f i c i e n c y  awards. MOUNT WHITNEY has  won consecutive 
B a t t l e  "E" Awards i n  1972, 1973, and 1974; and repeated t h i s  i n  1978, 1979, and 
1980. Addit ionally,  i n  1980 t h e  ship  won departmental e f f i c i ency  awards 
i n  Engineering, Amphibious Assault ,  Damage Control,  Gunnery, Surface t o  A i r  
Missile System, and i n  Communications. 

One of the  l a r g e s t  and most sophis t ica ted  command sh ips  ewer commissioned, 
MOUNT WHITNEY embodies elements of some of t h e  l a t e s t  m i l i t a r y  command and 
communications systems c u r r e n t l y  i n  operat ion,  a f l o a t  o r  ashore. A modular 
amphibious control  center  g ives  t h e  Amphibious Task Force Commander control  
of a l l  t a c t i c a l  phases of landing operation. This control  is g r e a t l y  
enhanced by MOUNT WRTTNEY's NTDS (Naval Tac t i ca l  Data System) which presents  
an instantaneous v i s u a l  d i sp lay  of the  t a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  of f r i e n d l y  and enemy 
forces .  The h e a r t  of the  system is t h e  four  computers located i n  the  Automatic 
Data Processing Module. Display of t a c t i c a l  information and r e a l  t i m e  t a c t i c a l  
s i t u a t i o n s  is ava i l ab le  from any one of t h e  28 consoles located i n  the  var ious  
command control  modules. This  complex is served by one of t h e  l a r g e s t  t a c t i c a l  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  cen te r s  and communications u n i t s  i n  t h e  Navy. 

There a r e  many i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t s  about MOUNT W'HITNEY. 

The sh ip ' s  communications center  can handle 75,000 messages a month, 
and its i n t e l l i g e n c e  center  is t h e  most sophis t ica ted  of its kind a f l o a t  
i n  any Navy. 
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Although her main f igh t ing  equipment i s  her e lec t ron ics  ahd cammunications 
s u i t ,  MOUNT WRITNEY is a l so  armed with two rapid  f i r e  3"/50 gun mounts and the  
Basic Point  Defense Miss i le  System consist ing of two launchers, capable of 
f i r i n g  e ight  Sparrow IT1 miss i l e s  each. 

The ship  c a r r i e s  enough food t o  feed the  crew f o r  n inety  days. It a l so  
can t ranspor t  suppl ies  t o  support an emergency evacuation of 3,000 people, 
should t h i s  be necessary. Its evaporators produce over 100,000 gal lons  of 
f r e s h  water da i ly ,  enough t o  meet the  needs of a l a rge  ocean l i ne r .  

The ship t r a v e l s  a t  a maximum of 2 3  knots and her f u e l  capacity is  
over 1,000,000 gal lons  of Navy d f s t i l l a t e  and 3P-5 fuel .  This would permit 
the  ship t o  steam a t  16 knots f o r  35 days--from Norfolk, Virginia t o  
Mozambique i n  the  Indfan Ocean and back. 

The ship 's  two anchors weight 11 tons each and a r e  a t t a c h  d t o  180 
fathoms (1080 f ee t )  of anchor chatn. Each chain weighs about h 5 tons. 
Tke rudder i s  aver 22 f e e t  t a l l  and enables the ship t o  tu rn  i n  a c i r c l e  
500 yards i n  diameter. Total  e l e c t r i c a l  capacity is 7,500 kilowatts ,  a 
su f f i c i en t  amount t o  power a small c i ty .  



LTST OF COMMANDlXG O'PPTCERS 
OF USS MOUNT WKITNJX 

1. Captain 0. G .  BATRD, USN, relieved January 5 ,  1973 

2. Captain R .  P. DUNN, USN, relteved June 21, 1974 

3.  Captain L .  8. BIBBY, USN, relieved June 12, 1976 

4 .  Captain R .  M.  BURRE, USN, relieved September 2 ,  1977 

5 .  Captain 3 .  3. KTNGSTON, US'N, relieved January 26, 1980 

6 .  Captain V .  C .  SMITH, USN, Cammanding through I280 I 
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