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SESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (/f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main section of Beall-Air is a two story stuccoed brick structure with
stone foundation. It is of classical-revival style with an Ionic first
floor portico to the southern facing front. The portico has four columns,
two pilasters, and a brick foundation. The frontispiece consists of a
~large double-leafed door with a simple consol at either side, side lights
and an over light. The lights are diamond shaped and are located within
wooden mullions. The five windows are symmetrically placed around the por-
tico and have 6/6 panes. The central second story window also has side
lights which are 2/2 with diamond shaped mullions on the inside of the
glass. The corners of the house are projected from the rest of the facade
to emulate pilasters. They extend above the windows, horizontally across
the front, just below the cormnice.

The eastern and western ends are similar to each other; both show the '"sha-
dow" of a porch; both have double hung windows; both have a centered chim-
ney in their stepped-gabled ends; and both have outside doors. A first -
floor window to the west still has the original 9/9 panes, but all others
have been replaced with casements. :

To the north of the house proper is a small 2% story structure. It is also
stuccoed and has a gabled roof with two dormers toward the south. This
section, which is the earlier one, is connected to the classical-revival
building by a two story link and one story vestibules to the east and west.
It has an "L'" on its northwestern cormer. This "L" has stepped-gables on
its north-south ends.

The windows in this older section are of late 18th century detail with
heavy pinned frames.

The stuccoed cornice is of concave moulding to the bottom and convex details

to the top. _4:11?5TT\$\
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The dates of these separate constructions are unknown, but it is reasonable
to believe that the rear and older portion was built over 177 years ago by
Thomas Beall. The newer section, along with its portico, was added around
1820 by Lewis William Washington.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE I .
Beall-Air is historically significant because it was the home of Colonel
‘Lewis William Washington, the great, great nephew of George Washington
and famous hostage of John Brown,

The home was originally owned by Thomas Beall. He and his wife had a
daughter named Elizabeth who in 1807 married George Corbin Washington.
George Corbin was the grandson of Augustine, the half-brother of George
Washington. 1In 1812 Elizabeth and George Corbin became the parents of
Lewis William. When Elizabeth's father died, he left his estate to his
grandson. Lewis made Beall-Air his home and later added a southern
facing front to the former abode of Thomas Beall.

In June 1858, John Cook came to Harpers Ferry. Cook had been selected by
John Brown as an advance agent in order to determine when conditions

were ripe for a slave insurrection. He was also to acquaint himself with
Colonel Lewis William Washington. It seems that Colonel Washington owned
two trophies that Brown himself desired. One was a sword Frederick the
Great had given to General George Washington. It was inscribed, 'From
the Oldest General in the world to the Greatest.'" The other was a pair
of pistols Lafayette had given the First President. Brown claimed that
he needed these in a second struggle for liberty. Cook succeeded in
becoming an acquaintance of Lewis’' and is said to have made careful notes
on the relics and slaves at Beall-Air,

Soon after Brown's attack on Harpers Ferry, he sent a detachment for
Washington. The Colonel, several of his slaves, and his prized trophies
were taken to the famed engine house. Lewis William Washington was
among those held as hostage at "Brown's Fort,'" and after the stronghold
was broken, was the one to identify John Brown to the marines.

When Lieutenant Green entered the engine house, he intended to thrust a
sabor into the chest of the insane slave liberator. He tried, but the
blade evidently struck something hard under Brown's blouse and would not
penetrate the flesh. It is believed that the obstruction was the belt
buckle supporting Washington's stolen sword.

The small 2% story section to the north was used as living quarters by

the Beall family until the addition (noy the main section) was built by
Lewis William Washington in c. 1820, :
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