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' 0 Altered a Unaltered Moved a Original Site I 
E S C R I B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I f  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The main s e c t i o n  of  Beal l -Air  is  a  two s t o r y  s tuccoed  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  
s t o n e  foundat ion.  I t  i s  of c l a s s i c a l - r e v i v a l  s t y l e  w i th  a n  I o n i c  f i r s t  
f l o o r  p o r t i c o  t o  t h e  southern  f ac ing  f r o n t .  The p o r t i c o  has f o u r  columns, 
two p i l a s t e r s ,  and a  b r i c k  foundation. The f r o n t i s p i e c e  c o n s i s t s  of a 
l a r g e  double- leafed door with a  s imple consol  a t  e i t h e r  s i d e ,  s i d e  l i g h t s  
and a n  over  l i g h t .  The l i g h t s  a r e  diamond shaped and a r e  l oca t ed  w i t h i n  
wooden mull ions.  The f i v e  windows a r e  symne t r i ca l ly  placed around the  por- 
t i c o  and have 616 panes. The c e n t r a l  second s t o r y  window a l s o  has s i d e  
l i g h t s  which a r e  2/2 wi th  diamond shaped mull ions on t h e  i n s i d e  of t h e  
g l a s s .  The co rne r s  of t he  house a r e  p ro j ec t ed  from t h e  r e s t  o f  t he  facade 
t o  emulate p i l a s t e r s .  They extend above t h e  windows, h o r i z o n t a l l y  a c r o s s  
t h e  f r o n t ,  j u s t  below t h e  corn ice .  

The e a s t e r n  and wes tern  ends a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  each o t h e r ;  both show t h e  "sha- 
dow" of a porch; both have double hung windows; bo th  have a centered  chim- 
ney i n  t h e i r  s tepped-gabled ends;  and both  have o u t s i d e  doors.  A f i r s t  
f l o o r  window t o  t h e  west s t i l l  has  t h e  o r i g i n a l  9 / 9  panes,  b u t  a l l  o t h e r s  
have been rep laced  with casements. 

To t h e  no r th  of  t h e  house proper i s  a  smal l  2% s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e .  It i s  a l s o  
s tuccoed and has  a  gabled roof with two dormers toward the  south.  Th i s  
s e c t i o n ,  which i s  t h e  e a r l i e r  one, i s  connected t o  t h e  c l a s s i c a l - r e v i v a l  
b u i l d i n g  by a two s t o r y  l i n k  and one s t o r y  v e s t i b u l e s  t o  t h e  e a s t  and west.  
I t  has  a n  "L" on i t s  northwestern co rne r .  This  "L" has  s tepped-gables  on 
i t s  north-south ends. 

The windows i n  t h i s  o l d e r  s e c t i o n  a r e  o f  l a t e  18 th  cen tu ry  d e t a i l  wi th  
heavy pinned frames. 

The s tuccoed  co rn ice  i s  o f  concave moulding t o  t h e  bottom and convex d e t a i l s  
t o  t h e  top.  

I 

rhe d a t e s  of  t hese  s e p a r a t e  cons t ruc t ions  a r e  unknown, b u t  i t  i s  reasonable 
to b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r e a r  and o l d e r  p o r t i o n  was b u i l t  ove r  177 years  ago by 
rhomas Bea l l .  The newer s e c t i o n ,  a long wi th  i t s  p o r t i c o ,  was added around 
1820 by Lewis William Washington. 
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i T A T E M E N f  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Bea l l -A i r  i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  because i t  was t h e  home of c o l o n e l  
Lewis William Washington, t h e  g r e a t ,  g r e a t  nephew of George Washington 
and famous hos tage  of  John Brown. 

The home was o r i g i n a l l y  owned by Thomas Bea l l .  He and h i s  wi fe  had a  
daughter  named E l i zabe th  who i n  1807 marr ied George Corbin Washington. 
George Corbin was the  grandson of Augustine, t h e  h a l f - b r o t h e r  of George 
Washington. I n  1812 El izabe th  and George Corbin became t h e  parents  of  
Lewis William. When E l i z a b e t h ' s  f a t h e r  d i ed ,  he  l e f t  h i s  e s t a t e  t o  h i s  
grandson. Lewis made Beal l -Air  h i s  home and l a t e r  added a  southern  
f a c i n g  f r o n t  t o  t h e  former abode of Thomas Bea l l .  

I n  June 1858, John Cook came t o  Harpers Fe r ry .  Cook had been s e l e c t e d  by 
John Brown a s  a n  advance agent  i n  o rde r  t o  determine when condi t ions  
were r i p e  f o r  a  s l a v e  i n s u r r e c t i o n .  He was a l s o  t o  acquain t  h imsel f  with 
Colonel  Lewis William Washington. I t  seems t h a t  Colonel Washingtonowned 
two t r o p h i e s  t h a t  Brown himself  d e s i r e d .  One was a  sword Freder ick  t h e  
Grea t  had g iven  t o  General George Washington. It was i n s c r i b e d ,  "From 
t h e  Oldest  General i n  t h e  world t o  t he  Grea tes t . "  The o t h e r  was a  p a i r  _ of  p i s t o l s  La faye t t e  had g iven  t h e  F i r s t  P re s iden t .  Brown claimed t h a t  
he  needed t h e s e  i n  a  second s t r u g g l e  f o r  l i b e r t y .  Cook succeeded i n  
becoming a n  acquaintance of  Lewis' and i s  s a i d  t o  have made c a r e f u l  notes  
on t h e  r e l i c s  and s l a v e s  a t  Bea l l -Air .  

Soon a f t e r  Brown's a t t a c k  on Harpers F e r r y ,  h e  s e n t  a  detachment f o r  
Washington. The Colonel, s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  s l a v e s ,  and h i s  pr ized  t r o p h i e s  
were taken  t o  t h e  famed engine house. Lewis William Washington was 
among those  h e l d  a s  hostage a t  "Brown's F o r t , "  and a f t e r  t h e  s t ronghold  
was broken, was t h e  one t o  i d e n t i f y  John Brown t o  the  marines.  

When Lieutenant  Green en tered  t h e  engine house,  he intended t o  t h r u s t  ' a  
sabor  i n t o  t h e  ches t  o f  t h e  insane  s l a v e  l i b e r a t o r .  He t r i e d ,  b u t  t h e  
b l ade  e v i d e n t l y  s t r u c k  something hard  under Brown's b louse  and would no t  
p e n e t r a t e  t h e  f l e s h .  It i s  be l i eved  t h a t  t h e  o b s t r u c t i o n  was t h e  b e l t  
buckle suppor t ing  Washington's s t o l e n  sword. 

The srnall 2% s t o r y  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  no r th .was  used a s  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  by 

t h e  B e a l l  family u n t i l  t h e  a d d i t i o n  (no* t h e  main sec t ion )  was b u i l t  by 
Gewis William Washington i n  c. 1820. ; 
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