Kernott Road Maori Gardens

The gardens have been preserved
because of the use of the land as
pasture, intense horticultural use
of the land would have destroyed
the garden features.

The landscape is significant as an area
that represents Pre-European
Maori gardening technology and a
yearly cycle of life. The gardens
are directly associated with the
Waikato’s historic reputation as a
rich productive agricultural area,

“a food basket.” (Alexy Simmons,
Archaeological Landscape Sites — Maori
Gardens June 2003)

The land was part of a subdivision and
the gardens were registered by
the Perry Family.
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Puke-i-aahua Pa Site

Puke-i-aahua Pa is a landmark site.
The pa is of cultural significance
to Tainui and directly linked to
Turangawaewae Marae and
Kiingitanga. The history and
naming of Ngaaruawaahia
(“Wahia nga rua” open the food
pits) and the Hakarimata Ranges
(feast of uncooked delicacies) was
given to the range to the west of
the river. Both places are rooted
in the history of Puke-i-aahua.
(See the story of Ngaere and

Heke-i-te-rangi) (Comments from
Puke-i-aahua Conservation Plan Alexy
Simmons)
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Kei ngas hiitori o Tane mo ngm taw 1700, ke
Fuke-i-mahua te pma tawhito | Npaarwwaahia He
hononga hoki toora ki te Kiingtanga. Koinei te waahs §
tau te rangimaarie | waenganui | 3 Ngasti Manupoto
raaua ko Wakato

Koia anake te paa i Ngaaruswaahis & mau ana i toona ake
ashua tawhito. He nui ngaa maara kai me coma rua kei
com taha. Ked waenganui ko te paa.

Kua ngaro atu eetehi © ngaa waahls wheenel, kua keria
raangl § ngaa tau b murl, Kolnel @ kit ana me taking, ko
Pulce-i-aahua teetahi o aua washi tawhito,

I te hokinga mai a Taawhiao i te Rohe Pootae i te cau 1881
a puta mai tana whakatauki “Ko Ngaaruawaahia tooku

Tuurangawaewae”

Koiraa te take | hokonga e Te Pues he whenwa i ce aha o

te awa © Waikato | Ngnaruawasha, Ka hangata te marac o
Tuurangawaewae, ka whakachooho ngaa tkanga o Tainul,
a2, ka tuu a Teurangawaewae he marae matua moo e

Kiingitarga

Puke-i-aahua Pa Site

Bdwacetne fu The Vg 8 Pgees

Waikato

Ex0)

Puke-i-ashua was the principal paa in Ngaarvawaahia in the
17th Certury. Puke-iaahwa s assocased with hundreds of
years of Tainui history in Ngaaruawaahia and linked directly o
the Kungitanga movement. It was at Puke-lashua that peace
was made between Npsati Maniapoto and Waikato

Puke-i-aahia is the only paa site in Ngaaruawazhia that sl
contains archacelogical feanres. This site was at the centar of
land covered with gardens and this paa can stll be Snked with
adjacent Masor! borrow pits associsted with Masori garders

Ngaaruawasha's other sites have mostly besn destroyed or
modified over the years.  This makes Pukei-aaha a rare
heritage site

When Taawhizo returned from exile in the King Country in
1881 he uttered this whakataukii "Ko Ngaaruswaahia tooku
tuurangawacwae " {Ngaaruawaahia is my plice to stand)

Based on this declaration, Princess Te Puea later acquired the
land beside the Walkato River on which Turangawaewae marae
is located. It is here that Princess Te Puea fostered Tainw
culture and Tuurangawaewae marae became the principal seat
for Kiingitanga.
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Turangawaewae House

— = Turangawaewae House was built as a
et 1}1‘ ‘kauhanganui’, or Maaori parliament
. building and opened on the 18% March

1% 1919. It faces the ‘Octagon’ which is a
Crown reserve and the site of the
monument to King Potatau, the first
Maori King. The ‘house’ was to be a
place where Maori could meet and speak
with one united voice. Establishing
Turangawaewae House in
Ngaaruawaahia was a turning point for
the Kiingitanga because it reclaimed
Ngaaruawaahia as its stronghold. Over
the years it has been used as a health
clinic, Maori Land Court building
between 1948-1963, Arts & Cultural
Centre & District Museum,
Turangawaewae Marae Committee and
The Tainui Trust Board headquarters. It
has recently been restored and is now
functioning as the headquarters for the
head of the Kiingitanga, Kiingi Tuheitia.
(Comments taken from Turangawaewae House

Waikato 90™ Anniversary — |8 March 2009

It is listed as a Historic
Places Trust Category |

property.



Toda

The Waipa River begins from the

springs and streams in
Otorohanga and it meets the
mighty Waikato River that flows
down from the great mountains
and Lake Taupo to the moana at
Port Waikato. Ngaaruawaahia sits
between the two rivers that meet
at Ngaa Huinga, “The Point.” To
celebrate the birth of the son of
Ngaere & Heke-i-te rangi and the
peaceful outcome between Tainui
and Ngaati Maniapoto, the people
gave themselves over to feasting.
There were large piles of forest
foods in such abundance that they
stretched from Puke-i-aahua to
this junction “Ngaa Huinga” a
distance of about a mile.

Ngaa Huinga, where the two rivers meet.
it is called “The Point”

This area later became a significant Pa Site.
Kiingi Taawhiao’ wharenui was near his
father Kiingi Potatau’ tombstone.

In 1863 the British troops invaded the
Waikato by land and river and this area
became a strategic site. Today homes now
sit on the British Redoubt and there is little
evidence of the rifle pits that extended
across the rise to the railway line.

The rivers were the main source of
transportation for people and trade of
supplies and goods.



Hakarimata Ranges

The Hakarimata Range is the backdrop of

: 1’5 Ngaaruawaahia Township and it runs
sy north along the west side of the
i Waikato River to Huntly.
{ y
L oy Because the food consisted mainly of

uncooked delicacies of forest foods,

the name “hakari” (feast) and “mata”

sl (raw) was bestowed on this mountain
range.

The Hakarimata Range was returned to -
Waikato-Tainui as part of the Waikato
Raupatu Settlement in 1995. They
gifted it back to the nation and it is
now administered by the Department
of Conservation. If they should
declare it surplus to requirement the
range comes back to Waikato-Tainui
for first right of refusal.
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Te Taa Moko o Kiingi Taawhiao

Tawhiao |, the 2" Maori King
(Matutaera Te Pukepuke Te Paue Te
Karato Te-a-POtatau Tawhiao), (May
1822 — 26 August 1894) was leader
of the Waikato tribes. He was a
member of the Ngaati
Maahuta(tribe) of Waikato. He was
simply a realist who recognized the
futility of trying to fight the Colonial
government. Over the next twenty
years he travelled among his people
reminding them that war always had
its price and the price was always
higher than expected. But he also
predicted that the Maori people
would find justice and restitution for
the wrongs they had suffered.
(Wikipedia encyclopedia)

A replica of his taamoko will be erected
in Ngaaruawaahia in his honour. It is
approximately 35 ton including the

4 hinuera stone base and the height of

Waikato an & the whole project is 5 metres.



