
and two Cerambycid larvae. Gourlay's record of this species a s  a n  
ectoparasite on the larvae of two Cerambycids, Aemona hirta Fabr. 
and Xyloteles griseus Westw. a re  probably correct. The two records 
recorded by Gourlay of this species attacking Lepidoptera larvae a r e  
probably based on the following statement by Miller (1919:203) * 
"The White marked Mesostensus (M. albopictur) (fig. 2)  is often 
bred in large numbers from the army-worm (Cirphis unipunctata)". 
The accuracy of the observations on which this statement is based 
would appear to  be rather doubtful and must be accepted with 
caution; a s  the group of the Cryptini, t o  which this species undoubt- 
edly belongs, characterised by certain structural modifications of 
the ovipositor, a re  invariably parasitic on the wood-boring Cole- 
optera. I have seen material reared from several wood-boring 
coleoptera from Australia. 

Ichneumon promissorius Erichson. 
Ichneumon promissorius Erichson,. Arch. f. Naturg. vol. 8, p. 

254, 1842. 
Excephanes leucaniae Tryon, Queensland Journ. Agric. vol. 6, 

p. 35, 1900. 
Probolus albocincta Cameron, Entom. vol. 39, p. 181, 1906. 
Probolus varilineatus Cameron, Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S.W. f o r  

1912. p. 174, 1912. 
Ichneumon (Euichneumon) promissorius Turner, Trans. Ent. 

Soc. London for  1918, p. 344. 1918. 
Ichneumon albocinctus Heinrich, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist., ser. 10, 

vol. 20, p. 259, 1937. 

This common species varies considerably in colour and mark- 
ings,. and has consequently been named several times. Cameron 
described the male in 1906 a s  Probolus albocinctus and the female 
six years later a s  Probolus varilineatus. Tryon had previously de- 
scribed i t  f rom Queensland a s  Excephanes leucaniae. In  1918, based 
on material in the British Museum, Turner  synonymised Cameron's 
Probolus albocinctus with a species described by Erichson in 1842 
as  Ichneumon promissorius. 

The hosts of I. promissoriur a r e  usually Noctuid larvae and 
have been reared from a number of different species in Australia 
and must be considered a valuable agent in the natural control of 
army-worms and cut-worms. 

* Miller 1919. N.Z. Journ. Agric. 19, 3, p. 203. 

Melit tobia clavicornis (Cameron) (Hym. Eulophidae) 
PARASITE OF THE MASON WASP ,Pison spinolae 

Shuckard (Hym. Trypoxylonidae) 

R. A. CUMBER, Entomological Research Station, Foxton. 

In June  of 1948, a number of cocoons of the so-called "mason 
bee" were collected from their clay chambers on buildings a t  
Kaiwaka near Wellsford. When these were studied some six months 
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later, it  was found that  a large number of hymenopterus parasites 
had merged in addition to adults of the host. 

Material was forwarded to Dr. 0. W. Richards of the Imperial 
College of Science and Technology, London, who kindly identified 
the insects as indicated in the title, adding that  M. clrvicornis is 
described from Borneo, and i ts  presence in New Zealand probably 
indicates that the host has been spread by man. 

This parasite does not appear to have been previously recorded 
from New Zealand. 

CONTROL OF Penthaleus m a j o r  D u g b  IN OATS. 

J. M. KELSEY, Entomological Research Station, Ashburton. 

On 13/9/51 attention was drawn to damage in 120 acres of 
oats a t  W'inchmore; the owner stated that visibly damaged areas 
had extended in 2 weeks from a small patch not more than 40 x 
20ft. At the time of inspection the area concerned was some 3 
acres in extent. Damage was caused by very heavy concentrations 
of the blue-oat-mite Penthaleus Major Dug&, the population being 
estimated as exceeding 500 per square foot. 

Laboratory tests showed that  both DDT and BHC controlled 
the mites, and that  the latter gave best results. On 14/9/51, using 
a trailer-sprayer, approximately 1 acre of the most heavily infested 
area was sprayed with 250 gallons of water containing 1Llbs. of 
100% gamma BHC,, and leaving a square 30 x 30 paces untreated 
in the centre. No attempt was made to completely control the 
infestation since the oats was required for grazing only. 

On 21/9/51 the area was inspected when i t  was found that  
no mites were present in the treated area, but that populations were 
unaltered inside and outside the treated zone. 

On 18/11/51 the paddock was again inspected and no mites 
could be found on treated or untreated areas; the high temperatures 
and bright, sunny days had destroyed the mites. 

A PRELIMINARY NOTE ON THE CONTROL OF 
Cnemidocoptes mutans  Robin. 

J. W. CLELAND, Entomological Research Station, Ashburton. 

For the past fifty years control measures against poultry para- 
sites such as  Cnemidocoptes mutans have received little or  no re- 
vision, in spite of the development of many new insecticides and 
acaricides. Standard recommendations have been dipping legs in 
crude petroleum, kerosene, and raw linseed oil in equal proportions; 
or a more laborious method of soaking legs of fowls in warm 
soapy water to loosen the scales and encrustations, and then apply- 
ing an ointment consisting of one part  sulphur and 9 parts of lard. 


