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Chapter 13 : Joseph Walding

Introduction
Palmerston North as a city grew steadily in the 1960s.
P13-1The Northwest and Southeast corner of The Square, December 1966, a

decade before the present Palmerston North City Council building was
erected.

Massey Agricultural College had become by this time a full-scale
comprehensive University. The dreams of the early supporters of a “Dairy
school” in the area had been exceeded.

Parallel to the University development was the vigorous development of
science research institutes, such as the Dairy Research Institute, DSIR,
Grasslands and other science centres.

The manufacturing base of the city expanded, strengthening the agricultural
service centre component for cattle and sheep farms, and agrarian
production. By now the population of Palmerston North was 47,000.

By 1966 when the General Election drew near a number of signs pointed to a
period of economic downturn, change and conflict. The returns from
agricultural commodities dropped. Indeed, a little later, the bottom fell out of
the wool market. Division in the community was growing about New
Zealand’s involvement in the Vietnam War.

The 1966 General Election

In the General Election, three candidates offered their services to the
Palmerston North electorate. W.H. Brown was the sitting member for the
National government. J. A. Walding stood for the Labour Party, whilst G.
Thew was the candidate for the Social Credit Political League.

For Bill Brown it was his fourth general election. After failing to win the seat
1in 1957, he succeeded in 1960 and retained his seat in 1963. Bill Brown was
part of a “steady as you go” conservative government, which showed from
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time to time, liberal tendencies. The relative prosperity from 1960 to 1966
provided stability for Brown.

G. Thew for the Social Credit Political Leaque represented a radical and a
different approach to government finance. Since the first appearance of
Social Credit on the hustings in Palmerston North in 1954, when they
captured 5.8 percent of the votes counted, their share of the vote fluctuated
from 5.8 percent to 6.3 percent in 1957,7.4 percent in 1960 and back to 5.7
percent in 1963.

Joe Walding was a new Labour Party candidate. He was 40 years of age and
a successful businessperson. He was known as an affable friendly person.

P13-2:
Joe Walding MP

On the New Zealand scene, Keith Holyoake as Prime Minister had proved
himself a consummate consensus man for the National party.

P13-3: Prime Minister
Keith Holyoake

Source: Weekly News, Dec 1969

In 1966, Keith Holyoake was confronted by a new Labour leader — Norman
Kirk.
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P13-4:
Norman Kirk

Norman Kirk had been elected to Parliament in 1957 as a member for
Lyttleton. He proved himself an extremely hard-working Member of
Parliament who impressed friends and opponents alike.

Norman Kirk was a fifth generation New Zealander of Cornish and Scottish
stock. He was born in Waimate but was raised in Christchurch. The
depression deprived his skilled tradesman father of work, something Norman
Kirk never forgot. He himself started work at 12, but as a child at school, he
read voraciously. He read anything he could lay his hands on. Thus, he was
largely self-taught and he developed the distrust of the self-taught for the
educated intellectual.

His parents were staunch members of the Salvation Army and for a time
Norman Kirk followed on. In later life, though not a churchgoer himself, he
maintained close connections with church leaders. He shared their views on
moral questions. But it was his compassion for people in need and grief that
stood out as an inheritance from his parents. It is said that he inherited his
stubbornness, determination, and enormous capacity for work from his
mother.

Norman Kirk’s work career was varied. He first worked cleaning house roofs
and gutters for a painting firm. He also worked on the Railways as a fireman.
Eventually he secured work as a stationary engine driver in a dairy factory.
After a period, he returned to the South Island and by now was an expert do-
it-yourself person. He built his own home from scratch in Kaiapoi. By 27
years of age, he had steady work. He was married with three children and
had his own plot of land.

Two observers wrote that Norman Kirk was a man of sharp contrasts and
paradoxes. (Eagle and James 1975). These contrasts were reflected in his
subsequent career. He worked hard in the Labour Party branches. He
became Mayor of Kaiapoi. Eventually in 1965, he was selected by his
colleagues to become the Leader of the Opposition and Leader of the
Parliamentary Labour Party.
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In 1966 in Palmerston North Joe Walding made his first effort to win a
parliamentary seat. At the same time, the Parliamentary Leader of his
party Norman Kirk made his first effort to secure the Prime Ministerial post.

Holyoake as Prime Minister demonstrated greater political skill than Kirk.
He was able to gauge the electorate mood well and chose an approach that
offended the fewest people. He also stressed the team approach in
government.

By contrast, Kirk failed to connect, in 1966, with the electorate. P13-5
displays a dour determined politician. Critics said he had “the mien of a
jowelled cherub and an out-of-training wrestler” (Southland Times).

P13-5: 1966 Election - Labour Party advertising
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In the local campaign, Brown argued that the country was doing well and
that the National Party had the confidence of the nation. Walding argued
that not everything in the garden was lovely and trouble lay ahead. In a
significant political difference, he argued that the New Zealand troops should
be brought home from Vietnam.
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P13-6: 1966 Election result

The result was a close one Mr Brown secured a majority of 269
votes. The final night figures were:

Brown W.H. 7865 46%
Walding J.A. 7606 44.5%
Thew G. 1620 9.5%

On the election night, Brown was ahead only by six votes continuing the
Palmerston North tradition of close political contest. On the NZBC TV
election report, special commentators were surprised that Joe Walding “the
pie maker” had come so close, betraying their lack of knowledge of his
popularity.

After the final results were declared the press reported Mr Walding as saying
“like General Macarthur, I shall return”.

The 1966 general election established Joe Walding as a serious contender
and strengthened his stature as a possible parliamentarian of the future. On
the local electorate level, Walding had revitalised the Labour Party’s
campaign approach and matched the long-standing effective National Party
organisation in Palmerston North.

Joe Walding - The Person
Joe Walding was born in Christchurch in June 1926 and educated there.

Work career

Joe joined the Merchant Navy at the age of 15 years in July 1941. He served
in the New Zealand Merchant Navy but eventually was a member of the
British Merchant Navy, particularly in the Atlantic Ocean. In the latter part
of the war, he saw service plying between England, France and Belgium.

These wartime experiences were to have a formative influence on his political
attitudes in 1978 (Tribune 19 November 1978) Joe stated “I saw poverty and
degradation in many countries. I formed my political outlook for life from
that”.

Rehabilitation carpenter

On his return to New Zealand in 1946, Joe trained in a rehabilitation scheme
as a carpenter, working on housing in the Wellington area. After his
marriage and with the family he came to Palmerston North.
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Smith and Walding

Joe’s mother Mrs Walding senior, was a partner in the catering firm Smith
and Walding in Palmerston North. Joe joined the firm and with his brother,
Charlie further developed the catering business. The business flourished and
became very successful with major contracts around the central districts,
supplying large tearooms, and entertainment facilities.

g 9 9

COOP CATERING
MAKES ALLTHE
DIFFERENCE/

P13-7: Effective use of advertising
to promote the Smith and Walding
business.

Prepared Foods Co Ltd

In 1957 Joe Walding made another business move of substantial importance.
He established Prepared Foods Co Ltd. It was a canning and gourmet food
processing company aimed at overseas markets. This export business proved
to be an effective and profitable endeavour. The canning process added value
to New Zealand fish and food products. Joe Walding kept control of the firm
until his election to Parliament.

Joe Walding’s business interests equipped him well for his entry into New
Zealand national politics and gave him an edge in his political drive to ensure
that New Zealand earned overseas and established its own independent
status in the world.

Family
In 1950, Joe married Eileen Paul of Feilding. They were to have six
daughters; Christine, Mary, Shona, Jemma, Therese and Tracy.

Church
Joe Walding maintained a lifelong commitment to the Roman Catholic
community. It had an influence on his political attitudes. He also maintained
a strong conservative position on the moral issues of the day such as
abortion.

Yet there was a refreshing openness to meeting people across social and
political divisions that marked Joe Walding out in community life.
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The New Zealand Labour Party

Joe Walding joined the Labour Party in 1944 when he was a seaman and
remained a member throughout his life. He became active in the Palmerston
North Labour Party Electorate Committee in the 1950s and 1960s.

Adult education

As a young adult, Joe Walding commenced studies at night class in
accountancy and commercial law He was an avid learner. He picked up
things quickly.

He joined the WEA becoming the Secretary for the local branch.

P13-8 : WEA Debating Team,
winner of “The Times Cup”
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Source: Manawatu Daily Times, May 1956

Jaycee

One major environment, which provided Joe Walding with major
opportunities to develop and learn new skills and acquire new knowledge was
in Jaycees. Walding, was 29 when he joined the Palmerston North chapter of
Jaycees in 1955.

Jaycee had its origin in the United States and in the United Kingdom. There
Chambers of Commerce gave birth to Junior Chambers of Commerce, which
flourished and later became independent and known as Jaycee.
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In New Zealand, a similar pattern prevailed. The Auckland Chamber of
Commerce (Franklin 1956) founded a Junior Chamber in 1930, with a well-
drafted constitution, by-laws and ideals. Its course was clearly marked out
for it in the words of its motto Fellowship, Action, Service and Education. It
also had a Creed. In Palmerston North Jaycee was founded in 1939 and by
the late 1950s it had 200 members and its own meeting hall.

The combination of personal development through the acquisition of new
knowledge and skills and commitment to community service worked well.
Members receive training in public speaking, debating, running meetings,
the role of the chairperson, planning and management of projects.

Joe Walding became involved in Jaycee in 1955 and after serving on the
Board was subsequently Vice President, and in 1959 President. In 1960 he
was made the Regional Governor.

P13-9: Joe Walding presenting a cheque to the President of the Manawatu
Society of Arts, 1959.
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P13-10 : describes the far-reaching community services offered by Jaycee

f.(/ ) /;1,
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Source: Manawatu Evening Standard, April 26, 1960

Thousands Of Pounds Raised For City Charities:

ﬂn-:rl:hﬂr a'nu.'c-ee who has
done well for himself in
community affalres iz e
J. A, Walding, who Iask
¥oar became a member
of the Palmerston MNorth

Cley Council, Mr Wald-
Ing joinad Jayeee 1 1965,
He has beenn a board
member, a vice-presi-
dent, and wos Inat year's
president. Thiz year he
iz a Reglonal Governor,
The lest Jayees fo Hakd
this honoopred position
was Mr W. 5. Alcock.
The chambers which
now have the benefit of
Mr Walding's ouldance
are Talhape, Wanganul,
Failding, Marton, Fox-
ton, Woodville, Pahiatua,
and, of course, Palmer-
ston Norkh.

L e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o e E e e E e e m e e e e
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Looking back, the experience Joe Walding gained as a member of Jaycee and
as an office bearer was of major significance for his subsequent political and
public life.

P13-11: Former Presidents of Jaycee
[1961]
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Joe Walding and the Palmerston North City Council

Joe Walding was elected to the City Council on 1 December 1959 for a three-
year term. He was re-elected in October 1962 and for a third term on 26
October 1965. He did not seek re-election in 1968.
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ALMERSTON NORTH CITY COUNCL

1963 — 1965

Pi13-12:
1962-1965 City Council

Back Raw L to r) — Cauncilor T. 5. MIHAERE, Counciller M. T. DEARSLY, Couneiar M. C. SEXTON, Mr. A, M. . HALL (Town. Clerk]

Cauncillor P. KELLIHER, Courcilice J, A WALDING, Cauncillor H, A, BODELL, Mr. G. F. HOGE (City Englnaer],

Front Row |I. o r} — Couneilor T, do CLEENE, Councillar J .N. WALLACE, Councillar D. T. SPRING, Hii Worship fhe Mayar, G. M. RENNE
Eiq Counciller J. A. COLOUHOWN, Counclor C. W. TEFFETT, Councilor D, B. BLACK,

By his own estimate, his major contributions as a city councillor were as
follows: First, ensuring the city of a fluoridated water supply; Second,
obtaining more facilities for the Lido; Third, securing the biggest increase in
pensioner housing in one year up to that time.

The fluoridation issue was of major importance and in some years prior to the
City Council’s adoption of fluoridated water supply the Jaycee organisation
had campaigned in favour of the issue, and led delegations to City Council
meetings. Clearly, Joe Walding carried the knowledge of a strong sector
group in favour of a public health move in support of preventive dental care.

Rotary club

Following his conclusion of his membership of Jaycees at the age of 40
Walding accepted nomination as a member of the Palmerston North Rotary
Club and remained in that organisation until he was elected to Parliament.

P13-13:
Joe and Bill cartoon

Source: Men about Town J.S. Monro (1970)

5 Jor and Bill,
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The 1967 by-election

In October 1967, W.H. Brown, the sitting National Government member died
unexpectedly whilst attending a National Roads Board meeting in the South
Island. This precipitated a by-election, which was held early in December

1967.

The social and economic circumstances had changed significantly from those
prevailing at the time of the general election in 1966. Trends evident then
were much more marked a year later.

Five features suggested substantial challenges lay ahead:

1. The fast growth in the economy experienced since 1960 was over. Only

410

as small number of people understood this. For some years, the
Monetary and Economic Council of the time, chaired by Professor
Frank Holmes, warned repeatedly that the macro economic settings
and micro economic structures were out of balance. Professor of
History WH Oliver reflected on the considerable difficulties that New
Zealand’s dependence on agriculture and commodity production would
face, should lower prices arrive, whilst the population was growing.
There were signs of balance of payments difficulties. The deficit
threatened to increase.

There was a beginning of recognition that New Zealand’s trade
relations needed to refocus from Europe to Asia. The intervention in
Vietnam by the United States was backed by the New Zealand
National Government. Opposition to that step had political
consequences. The Labour Party opposed New Zealand’s participation.
Views throughout the country were significantly divided.

P14-14 : Anti-Vietnam War Protest
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Source: Weekly News, August 1967
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3. The younger generation of 1967, sons and daughters of World War 11
veterans, sought freedoms from restrictions that their parents had
accepted.

4. Pressure groups, a continuing feature of New Zealand political life,
became more organised than ever. New special interest groups
emerged to complicate the scene.

5. Professor Paul Spoonley in his volume Politics of Nostalgia argued
that there had been formational changes in New Zealand society after
1945. While some groups prospered, other groups felt economically
and politically threatened by the changes occurring. In particular, the
small owner operated businesses in rural and urban New Zealand had
had a lot of political significance. This group had always been
significant supporters of the National Party. Their ideas of social order
and morality came under challenge in the mid-60s. The group
gradually became increasingly critical of elite and corporate power,
and moved their votes.

At the same time a new section of the population represented by
important Public Service groups in health, education, welfare and
science, was strengthened. Parallel to this group were groups
associated with the advertising industry, in TV and radio, which also
expanded, under the patronage of the state and modern capital.

The 1967 candidates

Five candidates were nominated. They were Cruden for National,
Goldingham for Progress, O’Brien for Social Credit, Walding for
Labour and Wedderspoon for Democratic Labour.

The political tide had begun to change and there was a widespread
belief that the Labour Party would do well. The National party had
secured a new young lawyer Gordon Cruden who brought vigour to
their campaign. John O’Brien officeholder in the Social Credit Political
League nationally, also promised much. P.J. Wedderspoon stood to
oppose the Labour Party’s proposal to withdraw from the Vietnam
War, and from what he alleged were its Red policies.

The campaign was vigorous.
In the event Joe Walding won with a final majority of 592 votes. P13-16 and

P13-17 provide the information from the Evening Standard of 4 December
1967.
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P13-15: By-Election Onslaught
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Chapter 13 : Joseph Walding

P13-16:
Mr Walding Leads by 699 votes
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P13-17:
New Member’s Message

New Member’s Message

MR WALDING TO
REMAIN ON
CITY COUNCIL

L33 f |l 2 ‘b
““Evening Standard’® reporter -h"f »g.lr,--.-t. >
Mr J. A. “‘5|d-'lﬂg1. almost certain to-be Member nl' Par-
liament for Palmerston North, will serve all sections of the
community. In a statement ti‘.-lluy he said: **Palmerston North
has been well served by the late Mr W. H. Brown, by Mr W. B,
Tennent and by Mr P. . Skoglund, and I hope to carry on this

tradition to the best of my ability.
T am here to mpcnemt all electm's of

&5 Palmerston Morth, irrs politieal
! SOCRED affiliztions, and will g ma ng myngli aviilable
e mn.'oﬁtumlu at frequent intervala.

GA [NS = wish to thank the electors and doppart-
- era fur the trust they have reposed in me,
partlenterly the chairmon of the campaign
TO commities, Mr G A. Brown".
Congratulatory  WISETAMA s====

upllied  ever Mr '?hhungh

BI A_ \.IE’} deak thla merning, and he Election detalls: page 4
rxld Bir talephons we going
m-nnda'! y-lullldn:-. ;Iih Midnight report: page 5
The Eccial Cradiy vois In the [ sesEes Inem afl ewer Hew
Falmersien  Serth by [Zeslamd Overseas news: page 12
electlon on Satuedey gain- | r Waldlng sald he would
£d it the sxpenes af the [BO0 &L Drasdcl Fellgn (B e sS s ma————— ==e=s B and Mrs 4. A, Walding, -qm mfter the reszle “ (1% “‘ugbﬂ waa manomneed
Gewvernment, according ta |10 Palmerston | Nosth Oty Saturilay evening,
thae Prime Minlawer (a0 Ceunsll Ha welld ﬂaﬂlhﬁu. regarded the resalt os dlsap-
Halvsake). at lenst untl the ex of the polatleg. “But when i€l noted
Me added: “Tar e elosgr | BrRISnt term, whon he-sasd 156 our sbectibn night majes-
anpivafs of vollep would | B8 MIEET recorabler. ity In 1963 wes & reduction of
h nesded tn detarmine Toere are soverol prece. M8 volea on the 1863 fgare
denta for his resaining hia 9nder Oemeral Election condi-
Ia gg"gudln! wittery te La-|00E om the eounsll  The bean and the reducilom cn
baur, the Prime Minister | Membar for Manswstu (ap fBIS oetdalon L onky 07
antd  that Labouzs  pee- |L. W Oander) haa ceiaiped V9908 then T belleve aue ar-
esntage of tha total vote|hla seat on the Monwnre FATISELICE chs Be proad to
cnmpasd Witk the Ceniral |Caichment Board and the have hald. the reduttion ta
Eisgtlon wms about one |Pohangina Courty Cousmell,  this Agure bn the face of mas-
Elf of sne persent down. And the Member for Hob. Vel adverss econmmie esn-
Mationals  parconiags  wee| son (Me V. F, Crachnsll) key diiono
mbeat A pereent dows end |retained bis semt om .the  To# Labgur Pacly must be
Soclal Credle was absut 8 | Morthtand Harbour  Soard, -7*7Y dlsappointed bn the s

BErEanL P i asd during the Palmersios 00T &3 IL cn glve them no
SThe 1T rpeeisl votem wthil | Norts  by-siectlem casnpalgn S2SDdsE=e Lhat they will be
“ to ceme would on normal | wes overssss om B atudy LAuE aliln to hadd the seet In 1040,

trands lenprove iha  Govs | fo0 {he board on sntalnerias. ™00 197 thten do have thrown

ernment's  fgucea”  sald | tlon of easgose swch a large effect inko this

Mr Halpcika, [ edmpalgn for auch o mesgre
e w'::;agﬁfmsn:l;:':ﬁl:;:r Esln, will undscbredly make
SWEPT AWAY | muratan Narth, said teday he OF TMHEE 0F the seat &

Source: Manawatu Evening Standard 4/12/1967

Joe Walding’s First Years in Parliament 1968-1969

In Parliament Joe Walding, with his background in business, bought new
energy to the Labour opposition.

He laid out ways to stimulate export earnings. The seven points he wanted to
emphasise were:

1) making efficient government advisers available to support industry;

2) assisting young people to enter business;

3) enabling industry to buy as cheaply as possible by removing the
middleman;

4) government supported export/import houses;

5) a government warehouse facility for New Zealand manufacturers in
overseas markets;
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6) investment in wholesale and retail outlets overseas;
7) Expanding overseas trade posts with short-term appointments from

private companies.

It was a farsighted speech and many of his proposals have continued to carry
weight over the years since they were made.

In his Budget speech of the same year he pleaded with the government to
stop harping on about the past, especially the 1958 Black Budget.

P13-18 : First part of Walding’s maiden speech

ooy

I ) 1 In

addrezsing thiz House for the first time
T am desply conecious of the unforsunate
Clroumitances thar caused the heelection.
I consides myzell fortunate to have been
i able to call the late Mr Bl Brown my
v | peronul Eriend, MMr Brows eld i
deep affcetion by all sections of
electorate, He served his countev and
terved Palmerston North well, and if ae
the end of my parliamentire capser 1
am held in ane way near the same
esteent [ shall be well satisfied. 1 am: alee
Lonstiois ol the facr that Paimerissn
Novth: hns hesn well served by jre past
Bt g Eofo Py The = Jae
g, th
Ekoelind—all
0 e gevelopment
11 helped to maka it
the Bue plice it s today. Mr Skostand
in partieular, as Minker of Education,

Dlaved a prominent rels in the caablishe
ment sl development of  Masiey
'L.'nn'l!r.sll.‘_\".

The develnprient of thic uhiverzity has
not enly hecn of advantage w Balmerston
Morth, But it hes been In New Zealand's

v Because dojlar for dollee
unent inoeduceticn oc retearch
2 i Palsierston North gives the
H Newy Zealand taxpaver better value than

spenditure anvwhere else o thiz land.
We have ample land for development
and building & cheap in Palmerston
Morth, Bome sea the main responsihili
of the univenity as 2 raining mediu
w0 make FBﬂplc more efficient i their
jobsz as [ see it the university has a
wider and preater responsibility—to assist
aur studeats o develop o the fullest
their capacity to auestion the status i
and o seek through leaming the acain-
ment of a better socisty. Man eansor
live on butter alone, With the rapid
development of the university and the
other research facilities o our cisy we
welcome the influx of professors, lecturers,
sciemtists, rechnicinns snd students who
came to Paimerston Norch: Their prés
fence i our city makes b g richer
plice inm  the fullesr [ the

| e wimEe of
| ward,  Paine Morth e oo

Source: NZPD 1968

cAdddresr tr flaplimFanl a7 Contdenipe
forcunate also o have dw Department
of Sctentific and  Todwsteial Hesearch,
the  Iai Regeareh Tnstitute, apd the
new nary college; and wa all know
the wiral contribution these  insrinitions
make towards  the prosperity of our
GOUILTY.

[ do mor pndersstirmate the value of
ihe city's industries - eithen. They  will
comtinie to provide the bulk of emplov.
ment  opportenites  for L0 scheol
Teavers each vear, Palmersion North can
be well  proud of the comribution th
caty’s  induestries  make  towards
ceomarny, and it will be one of my casks
o ensure that tusv have oppornisite e
make an even: greéater conteibution, As 1
i i RE ey L i i

amd My

10 apniog 7 ehs.
I wider Houes, I expnis iy A
off the concept of the welfare st

imher il

o enjer A

but 1 am
iy - tp &ee  thi whois
structure  crumbling. Sy nuuitmnts

hivee gesn their savinms watared dews
siflacion,  and people who
P all tucugh el winrk
i belt that when thev retived they
would ‘receive back from the State a
pevson. that would enable them o Jead
Ives of reasonable comfort, instead find
that what they recsive today does not
cnsure that they can spend the rest of
their Tivee in reasenable eomforr,

I knowe thas for a welfare state to he
EEnerons it must be prospercus: [ know,
. that to be prosperous vou must be
eficient, The more PrOSperous & countey
5 the mere seneeous it can be o its
oy citizens, and the better able it is
0 accept is responsibilities to e ars,
™ tducarion, and to the workd's under
Privilered, We are not as prosperons as
e should be in this country: other
Bounn—.cgl have made tremendous progres
“rountries like Tsrael, murounnded e
S once barren land  owith few
h"':-'“Tnt TesUTees, a mition thae has been
ahde ed treble fts population in the Jas

BT s et o =

pride
#nsuring that sversonc in' the nation
has

has
growth largelv because it has heen

Addrerr m Repdy— Wane of Confidernce. 285

or mational  purpoze;  amd by
an  opportunity Lo fontibums
toweards mational objeciives, 1 belicws we
tan do this az well, Take anather esuntry,

Denmark, & counwy with many probiems
similar o eur owno Here swe have a

countiy mob ong-sisth of our sie, 4
nearly double the pepuintion, buat v
achieved rémarkable | prospe

to n:‘:'\.'l:rsjf}' and gl ally Increase its
exports  of -manufactured  goods e
Denmirk has 1o dmpor all s copper
and rubbern all its iron. rolled merabs,
her and weol: it has no deposits di
al; minerals 5. g ng hdic-

o Deng
Hpoe o s
SO0 millien. IF

£ thes
ke vl 1

sl o
ndnstn
ar nabiral a ed thag

New Zezland, v 1 sy there
5 nooreasan why wi cannot do the same
and expand our eports of manufactured
gouds, Demnartk and. Istaei hove made
tremendons progress by micognising . that
people e their sreatest assets, and by
providing them with an environment that
enatles them o sxprass and develop their
talents 1o the snation's advantage. The
greatest aseer we have o this count 3
our people, not eras and iF we are to
presper then all ocur people st be
ziven the oppostunity of mesting this
chillenpe, Iachlur standard of living =
dependene upon increased export reoeipe
—and 3t is—then we nust provide an
erdronment that gives meore of our prople
A APUOTUTINY (o PRTHCIDARE i thr axpers
drive
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Local matters

Joe Walding’s abounding interests in local matters, were reflected in his
questions in Parliament, which ranged from the milk in school schemes,
radio reception, non-commercial radio, TV advertising costs, salaries at the
University, banking, accommodation, land and historic places, productivity
and full employment, the tourist season, subsidies for water supply schemes.

P13-19 : Mr Walding hosting a visit by Mrs Whetu Tirikatene-Sullivan
1

Sullivan when she was in Palmerston North on Monday night,

The Labour Member of Parllament (Mr J. A, Walding) talks with Mrs Tirikatene- |
1

—Standard” photograph, X654, ]

|

sentative in Parliament is concerned only with Maori matters, This is
lentirely erronecus, said the Member for Southern Maori (Mrs Te
Whetu Tirikatene-Sullivan), in an interview in Palmerston North on t
I]\qunday. I

1
I There has been a popular misconception that the Maori repre- ‘I
|

The National Development Conference 1968

In 1968 in the face of the growing economic dilemmas, Government
established a National Development Conference with a considerable number
of sector councils represented e.g. Agricultural Council, Forestry Council.
These councils were to contribute ideas and proposals to the National
Development Conference. 600 people gathered in Wellington with 656
proposed recommendations to change the status quo. Walding chided the
government for its late conversion to “indicative planning” (NZPD 1969, vol.
361 p.1514). He went on “Look at the conference itself. Some of its aspects
are disturbing. What I find particularly disturbing is even if we reached the
planned growth rate of 4.5 percent which is set out in the recommendations,
and 1t does not look as though we are going to be anywhere near that in the
first year, and if Japan advances as she’s doing at the present time and
maintains the growth that she’s achieved in the past, the Japanese people by
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the 1980s will have a higher standard of living than the people of this
country. I say this is totally unacceptable. The final worth of the National
Development Conference will be decided on what notice the government
takes of its recommendations”.

During the rest of 1969 Walding continued to attack the government
economic policies “the country is ill, but it has an illness inflicted by the
government” (NZPD 1969, vol. 361 p.1543). Unfortunately for this line of
argument, the economy was improving, recovery was taking place and prices
were all up.

The 1969 election

The National party chose to fight the 1969 election on the success of its
National Development Conference and the need during the coming decade for
New Zealand to develop its productive industries. This plan was seriously
disrupted by the issue of the Vietnam War. Emotions ran high on that matter
and the Prime Minister’s meetings were badly disrupted. In Auckland his
meeting was wrecked by chanting demonstrators, who invaded the platform,
brawled with the police and mobbed the Prime Minister and his wife outside
the hall. Muldoon revelled in the situation. He used the media effectively to
attack Kirk.

In the last week of the election, a seamen’s strike put the Labour Party at a
further disadvantage. The election was lost by the Labour Party and the
Prime Minister won his fourth successive victory. His majority, however, had
been eroded to six seats.

P13-20:
Norman Kirk and
R.M. Barclay, MP for
New Plymouth
[right], and other
participants finishing
a 10 mile walk from
New Plymouth to
Waitara

Source: Weekly News 26 May 1969
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The 1969 election in Palmerston North.

Both the National party and the Labour Party achieved a high standard of
organisation for the election. Gordon Cruden although defeated in 1967 was
now a high profile candidate. He was now City Councillor. He was an
enthusiastic political campaigner. Joe Walding matched his opponent. It was
a very close vote.

P13-21 : 1969 Election result

Walding J.A. (Lab) 8492 47%
Cruden G.N. (Nat) 8331 46.5%
Hunter L.W. (SC) 1229 6.8%

The Labour Party Renewal

Even though Mr Walding had retained his seat in 1969 by a narrow margin,
nationally the Labour Party had lost four of the elections in a row since 1960.
Paradoxically though, the Labour Party had, in fact, been in a process of
renewal and reconstruction. Norman Kirk’s leadership from 1965 on had
moved the party to a centre position. The conservative Labour group who
looked back to the 1930s were no longer influential. A new generation of
members under 50 years of age emerged. They were a mixture of idealists
and young intellectuals, some with middle-class inheritance, some with
radical interests, and some concerned with strong positions on moral
questions of the day.

Joe Walding himself belonged to that new generation. The people he gathered
around him in 1966and 1967 to form his campaign arrangements reflected
the changes occurring within the party at large. There were representatives
from the university community, some from the business community, many
from the older members of the Labour Party and a very willing number of
quite young people.

By 1972, the Labour Party had reached a new consensus. It was still guided
by the humanitarian concern of the 1930s for the underprivileged. It was still
conscious of its roots in the trade union struggles of long ago. It was thus
willing to use the State to remedy social injustice or to protect the wage
earner from the vicissitudes of private enterprise. Yet the concern now was
raising the ceiling for everybody by offering incentives for initiative and
industry.

Thus, from being the party of the working class it had broadened and was

ready to make a determined bid for the white-collar and professional vote
that was forming a growing proportion of the electorate.
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Joe Walding in Parliament but still in opposition 1970-1972

In the years following the 1969 election, Joe Walding continued to raise the
theme of his maiden speech in 1967 concerning economic initiatives.

He attacked the 1970 budget as “a distressing and baleful document” (NZPD
1970, vol. 366 p.1603).

He was aware and unhappy at the movement of New Zealanders to
Australia. He jocularly suggested that a New Zealand Electorate be formed
there and to be called Muldoonia.

In his speeches, Joe Walding returned repeatedly to the need for New
Zealand manufacturing to add value, rather than depend on commodity
products only. To maximise export returns was a constant theme as his
speeches as proposals for a government-sponsored Export/Import Corporation
reveal (NZPD 1971, p.1236).

Environmental issues

A new emphasis began to appear in his speeches at this time. He began to
speak of the importance of the environment, “even if the introduction of
amendments to the pollution legislation to keep clean the air we breathe and
the water we drink, would hurt some of Labour’s most valuable supporters,
that is no reason for not bringing in such legislation. Of course, it would cost
money. There is no such thing today as free pure water and clean air. Money
1s required to keep them clean but that is the price we cannot afford not to
pay. The cost of manufacturing should include the cost of eliminating the
pollution involved in the manufacturing of these goods”. (NZPD 1970, vol. 365
p.322).

Local issues

Local issues were not overlooked in this period. The impact of the growth in
student numbers in Palmerston North because of Massey University was
important. Mr Walding was concerned that the doubling of the roll of
students from 2,000 to 4,500 would have important effects on student
housing. That matter required attention.

Pressure Groups

It was during this period that the Minister of Finance, the Hon. Robert
Muldoon declared that New Zealand was a country “bedevilled by pressure
groups”’. His statement indicated that he was experiencing many cross
pressures. Certainly traditional pressure groups such as exporters,
manufacturers, farmers, importers, business groups, professions, Trade
Unions and Employers Federation were unrelenting in their demands.

However, they were now joined by many specific and one-issue pressure
groups such as Women’s Liberation and the Springbok Tour groups. Tertiary
student groups had exercised much successful advocacy in the mid to late

419



The Sixteen Members of Parliament for Palmerston North, 1871-2005

sixties. In the 1970s, the students stepped up their pressure. New
environmental pressure groups joined the traditional groups such as Forest
and Bird Society in arguing for protection of the environment. The Lake
Manapouri campaign is the best example of this kind of action.

There is no doubt that pressure groups formed a vital and integral part of the
New Zealand political process. They shared with the political parties and
with the public service the main role of providing the new ideas in the
community.

However, the emergence of new dramatic forms of political action through
demonstrations heralded a more volatile and emotional political landscape.
The divided views on the Vietham War within New Zealand produced
demonstrations, and teach-ins, as well as counter-demonstrations. These
demonstrations and counter-demonstrations became the model for many
other causes.

The 1972 General Election

The economy seemed to be performing better as 1972 opened. Public
confidence in the future grew. It was as though, after the stresses and strains
from 1967 until 1970, the economy seemed more settled.

There were signs, though, of the emergence of new forms of political action,
most obvious among women. In Palmerston North, the establishment of a
local Women’s Liberation Movement proved to be an important portent. In
the Labour Party locally in Palmerston North, there had always been a
Women’s Branch. This strengthened.

Norman Kirk Leader of the Labour Party, despite having lost two elections in
a row began to project himself forcibly and with a new image, which was
appealing to the public.

The 1972 election campaign in Palmerston North

Joe Walding had gathered around himself a very strong team of people to
serve on his 1972 campaign committee. Everything was planned
meticulously. The National Party was now represented by P.W. Mitchell.
Gordon Cruden, their previous candidate in 1967 and 1969, had been
appointed a Judge in Hong Kong. B. Harper stood for Social Credit, Mrs L.A.
Inglis for the New Democratic party whilst Mickey Mouse was also in the
list. A new party the Values Party had recently been formed, on a New
Zealand wide basis. Their candidate was David Woodhams.

A split in the Social Credit party had weakened their position with the
formation of the new Democratic Party.
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The Values party, with a strong environmental emphasis and other
progressive measures looked set to appeal to young people looking for
something fresh.

The contest between the two main political rivals Labour and National had a
rather traditional look about it.

The National Party’s advertisements stressed “Marshall - the man, strength
where 1t counts”. Locally the Labour Party countered with “This Man
Walding - Make things happen”.

P13-22: Company
Advertisement

Member of Parliament for a relatively short time . . .

Woalding has proved, with fremendous vigour, that he
is prepared to fight for what he believes is right.

New Zealand needs more people of the Walding
calibre — men who speak their minds — always alert
to serve the people who elected him — the citizens
of. Palmerston MNorth! :

Make things happen. Vote this man Walding in again
— there is no better choice. !

Mau.'?, thinds hannon
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The 1972 general election result

The Evening Standard of 27 November 1972 carried the headline “Walding
Romps Home” and added “Palmerston North, long one of the marginal seats,
came down solidly for Labour on Saturday and swept Mr Walding to victory”.

P13-24 :
1972 Election Result
Walding J.A. (Lab) 8888 50.8%
Mitchell P.W. (Nat) 7122 40.7%
Harper B. K. (SC) 694 4.0%
Woodhams D.J. (V) 676 3.9%
Mickey Mouse (H) 76 0.4%
Inglis Mrs L.A. (ND) 32 0.2%
Majority 1766
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P13-25:
Norman Kirk enjoys the
occasion

The Labour government in office December 1972

The Labour caucus elected the members it wished to nominate for the
Cabinet. Mr Kirk, as Prime Minister, allocated the portfolios. Margaret
Hayward, in her book Diary of the Kirk Years had this to say. “The only
Minister who won’t have a department of his own is Joe Walding. Because of
his experience as an exporter, he becomes Minister of Overseas Trade, a
division of the Department of Trade and Industry. And, as Mr Kirk admires
his commonsense approach and feels they would work well together, he has
also made him Associate Minister of Foreign Affairs. The distinction between
the protection of the environment and the development of New Zealand’s
natural resources has become an issue, so Joe becomes the Minister for
Environment and takes over the new portfolio of Sport and Recreation, both
divisions of the Department of Internal Affairs”. (Hayward, M., 1974).

This move by the Prime Minister to have Joe Walding closely associated with
him indicated real respect between these two men. The partnership worked
well as will be seen from the record of Joe Walding’s work as a Cabinet
Minister.

Recognition of the People’s Republic of China
On 22 December, 3 weeks after the election, the new government became the

38th country in the world to recognise the People’s Republic of China. Norman
Kirk as Prime Minister along with Joe Walding stressed the importance of
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China in the world and made a feature of the importance of New Zealand
having an independent foreign policy. It was decided soon after this that New
Zealand would send a goodwill mission to Beijing. This mission would be
headed by the Associate Minister Walding. This paved the way for the
opening of embassies in Wellington and in Beijing.

Joe Walding was in Beijing in March 1973 on the goodwill mission. In
October 1973, he led a large trade mission to China. During this mission, in a
basic trade agreement with the Chinese government three areas of joint work
were recognised 1) animal husbandry, 2) geothermal energy, 3) forestry.

John McKinnon has written about these events in the following way. “The
decision to send a ministerial-led mission had been taken on the grounds that
only at that level could New Zealand begin the process of hearing Chinese
views and presenting New Zealand’s views to the Chinese leadership, and
only in that context could all other contacts with China take place. The
context within which China viewed this relationship could be inferred from
the speech of welcome to Walding given by the Foreign Minister ...
acknowledging the new independent foreign policy expounded by Kirk, Qiao
described the Pacific as not living up to its name, as, under the manipulation
of expansionist forces, it was an area of rivalry between the superpowers. He
pledged to work with New Zealand to safeguard the independent sovereignty
of all countries in the Pacific region ... China saw the establishment of a
political relationship as a foundation on which all else was based.
Commercial and cultural contracts were seen as an expression of, and a
consequence of, that basic fact, not necessarily as things to be perceived for

their own sake”. (McKinnon J. (1999) in Brown B. (ed), NZ in World Affairs).

P13-26 : Joe Walding
visiting the Great Wall.

Joe Walding at the Great Wall of China during the New Zealand Government’s first
official visit (0 that country.
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Joe Walding in his speech of reply said that the most important thing China
and New Zealand had in common was a striving for human equality. Walding
said that New Zealand’s goals for peace and progress derived from the nature
of its society, and from its interests as a country, which relied heavily on
international trade.

Cancellation of Rugby Tour

In March 1973 the new Government cancelled the Springbok Tour.

P13-27 : Mr Kirk
announcing the cancellation
of the Springbok Tour

Source: Evening Post

Nuclear testing issues

The nuclear testing issue was not to be resolved easily between China and
New Zealand. It remained in some degree of contention over the next 25
years, New Zealand regularly and vigorously protesting each time China
tested nuclear weapons.

The question of nuclear testing had become a domestic political issue in the
1960s. The National Government had protested about French testing in the
Pacific but the Labour Party Opposition charged that this was tokenistic and
that government inactivity was unacceptable. This divergence of view
increased over the years. In 1970 when the French government resumed
testing, the Labour Party charged the government with negligence.

It was no surprise that when the Fourth Labour Government took office, it
asserted a new drive with an independent point of view on international
matters with which New Zealand was concerned.
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Executive steps in nuclear Testing

From December 1972 to August 1973 as series of significant steps were taken
by Kirk and Walding on the behalf of the New Zealand Government on
nuclear testing matters. These included a personal lengthy letter from Kirk
to the French Prime Minister, a visit to Paris to make representations by the
Deputy Prime Minister Mr Hugh Watt, the sending of the frigates Otago and
Canterbury into the nuclear testing area and high publicity from those
observers, in the continuous provision of information to the world at large.

P13-28 : Joe Walding and others greeting Mr Kirk on his return from the
Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ Conference in 1973

= — i ¥

KU AR g

Return from Ottawa, greeted by (from left) Joe Walding, Bob Tizard, Warren Freer and
Martyn Finlay. Photo: Ian Mackley, Evening Post.

Walding’s other Portfolios

For a new Minister in a new government Walding displayed real energy in
his first six months in office. In the first Address and Replies speech in
Parliament in 1973 Walding ticked off the promises kept. These were the
protection of Lake Manapouri, the recognition of the People’s Republic of
China, the withdrawal from Vietnam, and overseas trade opportunities. On
trade matters he alluded to incessant “worrying about Europe which blurred
our vision for opportunities in other parts of the world” (NZPD 1973, vol. 382
p.668).

On 22 March 1973, Walding introduced the New Zealand Export/Import
Corporation Bill. The purpose of the corporation was “an organisation which
would have initial responsibility of coordination and expansion of overseas
trading opportunities. It was the first major plank of measures introduced by
Walding in support of manufacturing developments”. (NZPD 1973, vol. 382
p.139).
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Walding was not idle in another portfolio that he held. He introduced on 14
March 1973 a Recreation and Sport Bill, which was to establish a new role
within Internal Affairs Department and also establish a Council to
strengthen community participation in sport and recreation.

In respect of his Environment portfolio, Joe Walding was able to double the
staff and upgrade a number of features.

Foreign policy independence and the Nuclear Testing Issue

The active approach adopted by Norman Kirk as Prime Minister and Joe
Walding as Associate Minister led to accusations from the Opposition that
they were acting like “a bull in the china shop”. Walding replied, “If we look
back over the previous government’s record we will find it acted like an old
sleepy turtle that refused to open its eye to see what was going on in the
world”. (NZPD 1973, vol. 382 p.669).

In June 1973, Walding had this to say in Parliament, “Opposition members
talk about what they believe in, but when it comes to action it’s a different
matter. It is 12 years since the French exploded their first nuclear devices,
and in any of those 12 years, the National Government could have made a
case to the International Court of Justice if it had wanted to do so, but
obviously it did not. A National Government could have sent the Deputy
Prime Minister to France as the Labour Government did, to try persuading
the French to stop the tests. Again, it did not bother to take that action.
Opposition members claim they are against nuclear tests, but when it comes
to action they are found wanting.

New Zealand’s foreign policy is much better known today that at any time
when the National Government was in office. For too long we have been the
pawn of the superpowers. No one was prepared to stand up against France in
case we lost some other sales in KEurope. No one was prepared to speak
against the United States and its policies and actions in Vietnam, because we
might lose markets.

It is time that New Zealand, as a nation, spoke up for what it believes in.
This Government has an independent policy, and the people of the world
know it. We may not be a very big nation, but at least we can be expected to
speak our mind. New Zealanders expect the government to do this on their
behalf. I am proud to be a member of the government that implemented that
independent policy, a government is not satisfied with words and words
alone”. (NZPD vol. 382 p.1723).
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1974 a year of crisis

1974 began well for New Zealand with the Commonwealth Games and the
Royal tour. Both these events were very successful.

P13-29 : Walding with Royal Family
at Waitangi 6/2/1974
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The government had some good achievements in foreign affairs,
superannuation and local government. However housing prices accelerated,
inflation rose sharply, and industrial unrest increased. The Labour
Government had come to power with great expectations from the population
at large about what could be achieved. These expectations were never going
to be met fully and as people would have liked. Joe Walding, however, got on
well with his work.

Ominous economic signs

By April, it was evident that all was not well with the economy. There was a
tightening of bank credit. Share prices slid much lower. Falling meat and
wool prices were portents of worse to come. What had come to be known as
the First Oil Shock had altered New Zealand terms of trade fundamentally.
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The Death of a Prime Minister

On 31 August 1974, Prime Minister Norman Kirk died. Whilst he had been
ill since April 1974, his death was a profound shock both to the nation and to
his parliamentary colleagues. For Joe Walding it was a time of deep sadness.
Margaret Haywood records as follows, on Monday 19 August. “On Sunday Mr
Kirk got out of bed. With Mrs Kirk, Gray Nelson, and a driver Ron
Iremonger, he went to Palmerston North for the opening of the new Roman
Catholic co-educational College, which had received a generous government
grant. When he rang me and said he was going, I remonstrated with him, but
he simply said, “I can’t let Joe down. ‘Joe’s good value’. And I remembered
Joe’s seat was marginal”. (Haywood, M., 1981, p.294).

P13-30 : Mr Kirk opens St Peters College,
Palmerston North
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This incident a week before Norman Kirk’s death i1s a pointed indication of
the importance of the personal relationship to both Kirk and Walding.
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The State funeral the and subsequent events

P13-31 : State Funeral for Norman Kirk
31 August 1974

Joe Walding then played his part as a Cabinet Minister in the arrangements
for the state funeral for the Prime Minister and the public mourning that
followed. He also played an important part in the Labour Party caucus on
Friday the sixth of September when it assembled to elect a new leader. The
contest was between Hugh Watt and Bill Rowling. Rowling succeeded. He
was appointed Prime Minister by the Governor General a few hours later.

There were five nominations for the deputy leader of the Labour Party,
Arthur Faulkner, Warren Freer, Bob Tizard, Colin Moyle and Joe Walding.
Bob Tizard was elected.

For the Cabinet, Joe Walding urged that a new ballot be held. All of thel7
previous Cabinet Ministers were re-elected. When Rowling assigned the new
portfolios, Joe Walding retained what he had previously held. As Bassett
writes “Rowling, however, kept Joe Walding as Associate Minister of Foreign
Affairs. He made it clear from the start that he expected to be putting more
of his own time as Prime Minister into domestic affairs, and in particular to

the problems of the economy. It was essential therefore to retain an associate
minister”. (Bassett, M., 1976, p.171).
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P13-32 : Bill
Rowling (centre)
with his new
Cabinet and
Caucus, September
1974

Initially the new arrangements under Prime Minister Rowling were well
received by the public but gradually public sentiment began to turn against
the government.

Overseas trade
P13-33 : Walding meets
the Pope

Bassett has written as follows about 1974 “During
the year other steps had been taken to improve New
Zealand’s overall economic position. Considerable
efforts were made to secure new trade outlets.

Several ministers, and in particular the tireless
peripatetic Joe Walding, the Minister of Overseas
Trade, had been to the Middle East hoping to
arrange a meat deal in return for oil.

He also undertook the lengthy trip to Europe and the
United States in March and April, during which time
he met the Pope (P13-33).

The principal purpose of the trip was to discuss with the EEC Commaission
the terms of entry for New Zealand dairy produce after 1977. In June, Joe
was in the Middle East and in London again. ‘Nice of you to drop by’ quipped
Mike Moore when Joe turned up for Caucus in July. By the beginning of
October, however the economic position was worse than it had been five
months before. A revised OECD report had been released which indicated
that the upturn expected for 1975 in the world economy would not now take
place until 1976. Trends in the United States and in Europe were cause for
pessimism rather than optimism”. (Bassett, M., 1976, p.176).
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The local scene in 1974-75

In Palmerston North, political attitudes mirrored the national mood. There
was deep sadness about Norman Kirk’s death and an initial acceptance of
Bill Rowling’s leadership. The economic downturn was another matter, and
soon began to take its toll on the previous Labour majority won in 1972.

The main criticism that emerged was to accuse Joe Walding of being absent
unnecessarily from the electorate on government business. No amount of
rational explanation to explain the responsibilities of a cabinet minister in
the discharge of his duties, had any effect. Slowly people began to shift their
political allegiance. Dilemmas in housing policy began to emerge. In 1973
more housing permits were issued than ever before. Indeed, it set a record
that was not to be eclipsed until 2003. However, there were still people who
could not raise a mortgage or secure a state house. Public criticism followed.
Joe Walding was dismayed. Substantial state funding and private funding
had gone into housing as part of Labour’s effort to honour election pledges,
but it was still not enough. Demand exceeded supply.

In the latter part of 1974, unemployment began to rise as a response to the
major difficulties in the world economy. With the economic measures taken
necessarily by the government in response to the crisis, more unemployment
would follow.

In Parliament, Muldoon attacked Joe Walding and accused him of
speculating in rezoned land in Palmerston North in 1967. The land concerned
was in Aokautere. There had been local rumours spread about which were
false. Nevertheless Muldoon took the opportunity to try to score political
points and embarrass Joe Walding. Joe Walding denied the accusation, which
was manifestly untrue. Nothing further happened.

P13-34 : The link between Housing and Industry
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1975

Joe Walding’s energy as Minister of Overseas Trade and his effectiveness led
to a growing recognition of a reputation as a person who got things done.
Groups like the Federated Farmers and the Manufacturers Association
acknowledged his achievements.

In the latter part of 1974 and throughout 1975, he had to face Opposition
efforts to lay the blame for the current downturn in New Zealand on bad
management by the government. Joe Walding replied “It is utter nonsense to
suggest the Labour government and the Minister of Overseas Trade were
responsible for the world trading position. The two real facts were inflation
and the effect on the world of the increase in the price of oil”. (NZPD 1974
vol. 394 p.4923).

The Labour Government had had a number of successes in its term.
Superannuation and Foreign Affairs stood out. The Health White Paper of
1974 however was only promises. Agricultural policy to allow young farmers
to take up land was effective. Some other policies in the Justice area were
worthwhile.

Overall, in the three-year period 1972-75 the Labour Government had seen
the country slip from a period of some prosperity into the worst economic
downturn since the Great Depression. The opposition used every tactic
possible to lay the blame for the difficulties on the government. They were
successful.

The death of Norman Kirk in mid 1974 removed from politics a Prime
Minister of great talent. His status in the public eye meant that on his death
a deep gap emerged which Bill Rowling, talented and gifted though he was,
could not bridge.

1975 election campaign and result
Joe Walding defended his seat against three candidates who were new to the
hustings.

For the National Party John Lithgow was the candidate. He had a very
strong hard-working campaign committee.

P.J. Edmonds stood for Social Credit. The Values Party had grown in
strength since 1972. It was represented in that year by N.W. Rennie

On the New Zealand level, the Prime Minister, Bill Rowling faced the biggest
challenge of his life. He had a degree in economics, and had been serving in
the New Zealand Army in the Educational Corps when elected to Parliament.
Originating in the Nelson region where his family lived, he became an
experienced parliamentarian. He also served three years as the President of
the New Zealand Labour Party. Bill Rowling was an intelligent, determined

433



The Sixteen Members of Parliament for Palmerston North, 1871-2005

man who had shown as Finance Minister and subsequently as Prime
Minister a willingness to take hard decisions. Political campaigning by this
time had been altered by the development of television. Mastery of television
became of central importance. On television, Bill Rowling came across
somewhat hesitantly. This was to count against him in the election.

Robert Muldoon had succeeded to the position of Leader of the Opposition in
July 1974. Mr Muldoon won the position not only because of his talent but
because he was seen as the one person at that time in the opposition who
could match Norman Kirk the Prime Minister. Mr Kirk’s death in late
August 1974 meant that the contest between the two never occurred.

Robert Muldoon

Robert Muldoon had entered political life when he joined the Junior National
Party branch in Auckland in 1947. Four years later, he sought nomination for
the Mount Albert electorate but was unsuccessful. In 1954, he became the
National candidate for Mount Albert but lost by 3226 votes. Muldoon failed
again in 1957 when defeated in Waitemata. However, he had established
himself as a rising star in the National Party and in 1960 he succeeded in
winning the Tamaki seat for National and remained in Parliament until
1992.Between 1970 and 1984 Rob Muldoon dominated New Zealand politics.

P13-35:
Robert Muldoon

Born in Auckland in 1921, Robert Muldoon came from a hard-working, frugal
family. His father, however, suffered very serious ill health after World War
I and by 1928 was in permanent care. His mother and grandmother were
strong people and saw to it that the family had the best that could be
provided in the circumstances.

Robert Muldoon was a gifted student in school, doing particularly well whilst
at Mount Albert Grammar School. Away from school, the Baptist Church and
the YMCA were his main interests.

His first employment was with the Auckland Electric Power Board but this

was interrupted by his war service 1942-45 with the New Zealand Army in
New Caledonia and subsequently in Italy. At the end of the war, he received
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an armed service educational bursary, which he took in London where he
studied accountancy. After a brief period back with the Electric Power Board,
he joined an accountancy practice and built it up.

In public political life, Robert Muldoon was a very hard-working but
combative person. He was seen as a gifted, well-informed figure, abrasive
and unyielding in his politics. These features often obscured a shy, self-
conscious aspect of his personality. He also was by nature an innate
conservative. To compound the complexity he was a statist and a centralist
politician in a free enterprise party.

The National Party 1975 election campaign

The political campaign by the National Party in 1975 was extremely
effective. The campaign theme was “New Zealand the Way You Want It”. The
publicity was based on market-research drawn from door-to-door knocking
asking people to identify what were the three most serious problems facing
the country. The results were conveyed by Muldoon’s speeches. Muldoon
attacked the Government’s economic management, raised fears about the
economic future, and then showed what prosperity would be like under his
control. He also made a feature of policy to pare immigration to the bone. He
also made a vigorous onslaught on trade unions.

John Lithgow the Palmerston North candidate for the National Party was a
particularly effective door-to-door canvasser. He introduced himself to
hundreds of Palmerston North residents and gained some votes by this
method. The National Party electorate organisation was at its peak and ran
like clockwork.

The Labour Party local organisation was as strong as ever and repeated the
effective work in 1972 at the local level. However, at the national level
proper planning for the 1975 election was left very late. There was a lack of
unity between the national executive and the parliamentary party. The
campaign was run as a defence of what had been achieved, rather than
providing new proposals for the electors to discuss.
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P13-36:
ride

Muldoon given a rough
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the Prime Minister, Mr
Rowling.
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in New Zealand.
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“Talk abouf & credibility
gap,” he said, |“This applies

to borrowing, | immigration,
unemployment and im-
ports.”

The Prime Minister's at-
tack  on | Opposition
credibility was linked with

an attack on/Mr Muldoon,
whom he called the “tem-
porary leader) of the Na«
tional Party”.

He also criticised con-
tradictory statements on
immigration by Mr Mul-
doon.

! Like most New
Zealanders . I'm  becoming
just a little turious as to

just what the National
Party's policy is on im-
migration.”

And once again, Mr

Rowling - defended  the
G i

record, saying it was one
the people of New Zealand

could be proud of.

“Evening Standard”
reporter.

The Leader of the
Opposition, Mr Mul-
doon, fought to be
heard above loud
heckling in a closely
guarded Palmerston
North theatre last
night.

Fihally, the amplisters

were turned up and the
hecklers were lost in en
address which was ear
splitting in some parts of
the theatre.

It was Mr Muldoon's
sixth appearance in the
Labour-held electorate in
14 months. (Mr J. A.
Walding has a 1758 majori-
ty)

A crowd of 1400 was
supervised by at least 25
rolice officers, who formed
a close guard when Mr
Muldoon left the theatre.

The Mayor of Palmer-
ston North, Mr B. G. C.
Elwood, prompted the first
heckling when he in-

“Whatever the outcome
of the election, we will
either be billed or robbed
and I know most of you
are hoping it will be Rob-
bed,” he said.

“I describe him tomight
as the man who is just a
ballct box away from
being Prime Minister.”

Mr  Elwood's  words
brought not only the first
applause, but also the
heckling, which fer many
people drowned out Mr
Muldoon's  reference  to
charts which “counted the
ccst  of three years of
Labour”. A

Every mention of Labour
cr the Prime Minister
Trought instant rounds of
applause and stamping.

Mr Mulddon held up the
latest Labour menifesto for
some time before the
hecklers let him refer to it
as “The Black Book of
Disaster with  Noddy's
photo on the front page”.

Mr Muldoon said that so
far during the election
campaign our Prime Minis-

P13-37 : 1975 Election result

tioned the farming indus-

try.
“I would remind him of
this essential industry and
s the cnly way

E ¥

MR ELWOOD ... we'll be
Billed cr Robbed,

we are going to pay back
the $2000 million that he

has borrowed,” Mr Mul-
doon said.
The night ended with

written questions from the
audience.

Answering one on the

vice, Mr Muldoon made his

suppert of the SIS clear.
"Bill  Gilbert is an

hencurable man and he is

“doing his job the Kiwi

way,” he sid. “New
Zealand needs a security
service in today's world.”
The  country needed
neither the KGB nor the
CIA, he said, referring to

the controversial “Dear
Gerry” letter. He said the
writer had _only hood-

winked the Evening Post,
and that was no offence.

He would not repeat the
Amanda Russell allegation
made under privilege of
the House.

Two cf the written ques-
tions appeared to have
further “Dear Gerry” un-
dertones and were
described by Mr Muldoon
as a “dirty lie—the kind
that the Labour Party's
Tumour machine is ocir-
culating”.

“It refers to a colleague
of mine now dead. A nasty
vicicus letter.”

New Zealand Law Journal
have told the Leader of
the Opposition, Mr Mul-
dcon, that the editor of
the publication, Mr Jeremy
Pcpe,  has been
expressing political views
on _their alf.

Speaking in Palmerston
North last night, Mr Mul-
doon read a letter from
the publishers of the
magazine saying Mr Pope,
who is a member of the
Citizens for Rowling Cam-
paign, had been making
statements as a private ci-
tizen and a lawyer and not
as editor.

The letter said: “He has
been requested to ensure
that any future statements
he has to make do not
have his name linked in
any way with the journal.

“Butterworths of New
Zealand Ltd, proprietors of
the New Zealand Law
Journal, disassociate ftself

CONTINUED

on p.

Lithgow J.
Walding J.A.
Edmonds P.J.
Rennie N.W.
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Majority 142

On the night of the election Joe Walding led by a very small number of votes.
As with Skoglund in 1960 it was insufficient to withstand the advantage that
Mr Lithgow had in the postal votes. In retrospect, it is clear that Mr
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Walding lost votes to National and Values. As well, some of his own
supporters did not vote.

1975 to 1978 Out of Parliament and back to Business

Following his defeat in the election of 1975, Joe Walding immediately
returned to business. He returned to Smith and Walding. However,
mnovative as usual, he developed a new small company concerned with the
propagation of plants, in particular, carnations. The base for this
development was in Havelock North.

He had not lost his interest in meat exports. He began to develop a trade
with Russian interests and this matured in the following years.

P13-38 : Joe Walding retained his
sense of humour in his loss in 1975

Political Action

Joe Walding had been deeply hurt by the continued accusations before the
election that he had neglected his electorate by travelling overseas as the
Minister of Overseas Trade. He was determined to regain his seat. He
worked tirelessly with the local Labour party branches to put in place the
means to secure a return to Parliament in 1978.

Meanwhile the National Government under Robert Muldoon worked
vigorously on its political agenda. The New Zealand Superannuation Scheme
was wound up and the new taxpayer funded National Superannuation
introduced.

In foreign policy, traditional links with Australia, the UK and the USA were
re-emphasised. The economic strain of New Zealand living beyond its means
did not go away, but in those years some economic improvement masked the
difficulty. Some steps were taken to reduce the deficit and some modest steps
towards deregulation were put in place. In policy terms, however the
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Muldoon government wavered on whether to undertake a radical
deregulation programme or to make modest steps in economic change.

Muldoon’s political instincts to keep things as they were and hurt as few
people as possible won the day. Full-scale deregulation and substantial
changes would have to wait as far as he was concerned. However, a group of
National members wanted their government to commence deregulation and
make the economy over in the image of competitive private enterprise.
There was a struggle within the National caucus. John Lithgow the
National MP for Palmerston North, labelled himself as a “Muldoon man”. He
was all for a fair go for the ordinary bloke.

Muldoon campaigned in 1978 with the election slogan “We’re Keeping Our
Word”. Lithgow was happy about the slogan.

Meanwhile Walding campaigned with great determination. He even felt
sufficiently confident to join with David Lange, the deputy leader of the
opposition, in what was called the demolition squad, which campaigned in
National party electorates.

P13-39 : 1978 Election result

Walding J.A. (Lab 10629 49%

Lithgow J.L. (Nat) 7893 36.4%

Edmonds P.J. (S.C.) 1453 11.8%

Serrallach G.F. (V) 551 2.6%

Smith A.J. (T) 48 0.7%
Majority 2736

Joe Walding had achieved a massive swing in his favour in the election. It
was the largest majority of his political career.

Such a personal success was not matched New Zealand wide. Despite having
a majority of votes throughout New Zealand, the first past the post voting
system yielded a majority of seats for the National Party. Muldoon returned
as Prime Minister.

Wages, price, rent freeze

The more Robert Muldoon tried to control the economy, the more he was
forced to use extreme measures. In 1976, he had tried a 12 months freeze on
wages and salaries. Later using the 1979 Remuneration Act, he again took
action on the control of wages. This led to widespread opposition particularly
by the trade

union movement.
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P13-40 : The front page of Imprint, the Printing Union’s journal, 1976.
It depicts the enormous frustration at Muldoon’s wage restrictions.

Likee wtder nuiens, vhe Printing Ueisa (& an soormons sense of fPacsenasdor ar Muldaens wage
resericifans, This Peelles carroon — oive frons page of Tmprint in Acense {976 — depives
Mutdwan itk she three wise monkas™ fear ro evill see ne evil and speak wo evil — the
Menaprper Pudilinkers Asocintion, the Princing Dralvsrries Federatfon arsd the 5 P e
Federattion, Arokives afohe WE Prindfng, Packapimg awd Afedic Lo, L O Henglebale Boom, Virtoria
Limdeerriey of Wallingren Lifmon Hox 2

The banking sector and the financial services groups, however, were all
opposed. It was not until three years later that the harshest wage freeze was
instituted.

439



The Sixteen Members of Parliament for Palmerston North, 1871-2005

Joe Walding back in Parliament 1979-1981

Local issues

While there were many local issues that Joe Walding attended to on his
return to Parliament, such as Massey University and the Palmerston North
Technical Institute, it was the rising unemployment that concerned him the
most.

Overseas trade

It was natural that Joe Walding, as a past Minister of Overseas Trade would
speak about that topic. There was a trace of nostalgia when he chided the
government for failing to acknowledge past achievements “They could have
given some credit to the Labour Government (1972-75) for opening up trading
posts in Peking, Vienna, and Moscow, for initiatives taken in the Middle East
... and for the achievements of the Export Import Corporation. When that
Corporation was set up every member opposite opposed it ..., now they take
credit for it ... because of the export drive .... In 1973 they said it smelt of
socialism for socialism’s sake”. (NZPD 1980, vol. 424 p.2300).

The protected economy

Between 1977-1981, the government was caught between competing pressure
groups. The farming community and the importers wanted the economy freed
up. The Manufacturers Association and the Federation of Labour wanted
protectionist measures. In the end, Muldoon and the majority of his caucus,
noting that the removal of interest controls and protection would lead to
unacceptable rises in unemployment, and that devaluation would follow
turned to other measures. Muldoon decided to compensate farmers, and to
increase both the protection of exports, and of their incomes by a number of
incentives and subsidies. Everyone, including Muldoon, realised these could
not be sustained indefinitely. The most favoured of these incentives and
subsidy schemes was the Supplementary Minimum Prices scheme (S.M.P.).
This scheme placed a floor under the prices paid to farmers for meat, wool
and dairy products.

Joe Walding attacked the schemes. He considered the S M P prices too high
and asked “where would the money come from ...? The plight of farmers has
been caused through inflation ... a 20 percent increase in production has been
offset by costs of 24 percent ... Farmers lose out by 4 percent”. (NZPD 1981,
vol. 440 p.3129).

Springbok Rugby Tour

When the New Zealand Rugby Football Union in 1980 ignored both the
Government request to consider putting the tour off, as well as the
Gleneagles agreement, and invited a merit-selected South African team to
tour in 1981. The scene was set for trouble.

The issue became the dominant question for all New Zealanders and
provoked widespread disputes between groups in the community. Although
Muldoon stated that he was personally against the tour he resolutely refused
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to cancel it. His stand undoubtedly helped him win some marginal seats in
the provincial areas and thus secure a win in the 1981 election.

In Palmerston North, the Springbok tour issue was particularly acute.

Joe Walding steadfastly opposed the tour at every turn taking his stand on
moral grounds and the good name, internationally, of New Zealand.

P13-41: Joe Walding and others headed the procession of 5000 people as they
marched down Broadway into the Square where they were addressed by a
variety of speakers.

]
T
A
T
|

Source: Evening Standard, May 2, 1981
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P13-42 : Speech by Walding prior to the tour.

17 June Address in Reply: and Propesed Amendments g 413

I

1

Hom, 4. A, WALDING: Certainly we have 4 fres vore, [ remind the Houss of the I

nmendment moved by the member for Roskill, which simpiv s “'and that ia the national
interests of Mew Zealind the House urges the New Zeafand Rughv Union net procead

with the precased tour of New Zealand by the Springkek sughy t2am this year”, That is I

smple, and  think the House is eonided 1o know whete membars opsxmite stand on this 1

wane, [ hope that they do get a vote, I
[ can recall the 3 vears when I was pssocinte Minisier of Foreizn Affsirs from 1871

1975, including time spent at the United Nations, and I remember 0o reputation that New |

Zealand bad st that time. [t was certainly promoted by she attitede of the Goversment of the |
day agiinst French testing, and also its attitude against apartkedd and sporming conaets with

South Africa. Nothing much bas changed, and 1 do net know of any othar subject that is acw !

dividing this country o such an extent. |

[ am pot ane wh belleves that all those who supparr the tour are sicist, or aovihing ke
that. Thnow many of ther. T believe that many of them are mispuided: all they tunk ahout 15

the gamé of repdy, and they believe that politics should not come inoe i [ belfeve they are I

mstaken. It is up to members of Parlinment, who cectunby should e in possession of all tae
facts. Once they have the facts and make up thedt awn minds, they should then ask the feoby

wnion to call off the tour—waich they bave dome. [ am bound o point eut ihar the I

Government his changed i1 mind dnee 1972-T4, and 1 2ive these members who changed 1

thetr minds fuil eredir for thar. I think of the former Prme Minbter. Mr Mashail, the I
prasent Priree Mindster, and many other members. They hove changed their minds. and [

| think thar Is sood: but whether they are soing far encugh, wiether Usey reaily want she sour |

stopped, or wnather they are pregared o shut uo some of the ceosde whe Suppest the soup |

and act gecordine o the Gleneagles Apresment, is another manee.

| helizve that no sestion of the commanity has the TEnt, comsmosiy oF BACOBRSGE Y, X

i phace the oation’s reputation in disreputs. Cf one thing | am eanam—il the 100r goes |

1

I

1

I

1

I

1

I

1

I

1

I

1

I

1

I

1

I

1

I

1

ddencd, the reputatian ab this nation wil Be drreparabey dimaged. {recail many fmps gversscs
Setwesn 1975 and 1978 and the only thise that hundrads of seooée T met oversess knes
aeaan Mew Zealand was thor the Block satons boveoned the Montreai Clympic Gamss
peciuse of Mew Zealand’s actions. They knew nothing else about e countrv—not whether
the Government was MNational, Labour., or whatever—all they knew was thar because of Mew
Zealand's acuons and its sporing contacts, the bincks Gid not 2o 1o the Monrreal Cdympic
Cinmes,

Theose wino say that we shonld just nde this problem ooi ing toat i cces notmatter ar=
making A very senons mistake, [am reminded that Norman Kirk nad o make a decisien—a
much harder one than the Government has to make now, He had to po back on the pelicy o
the parry, and 1 recall his saving, publicly and peivately. “If T have got o make 5 Secision.
wold muecl rather eake the right one. and. even if It auses my zacty and myseif some
smbarrassiment. [am going o make the rght desision.” And he did exactly that, [ think ae
samned by ir. Tt was certninly a Cabinet degision, and it had the backing of Government
members ot thet ime. There are membsrs who say that some Government members—naot
&li—nse prepared to ask the ruaby union to cuncel the tour, ©zay thag we should support the
amendment moved by the member far Roskill, Members of Parliament, the pecple wlo are
clected, should have that rght, and they should be seen ta be counted, and should stand up
and =3y whether they suppart that amendment,

I have another sugpestion to make in all sedousnes w the Covernmenr, 1 believe rhar
there is sorething else 18 should do_ [ say again that the rughy union i interested in plaving
fupby. [t is fot Familiac with the auances of loreien policy. or anyvibung fike that, All it wants
e do 12 play rugby, believing that that is its responsibilie, and itis not intereted in the wider
smplications. The Goverament has dene all it cin to pet the rugby union 1o things its mind,
Bt the union docs mor see that as its responsibility. 1 believe it is the Gevernment™s
femonsibility s tell, not request, the regby wnion fo abandon the cour. There is the
| '""J'F'IIIUUE situation whereby the Government evidently expects the Eritish Embassv in South
Adfca o issue visns to South Africans o come 1o Lhis eountey, [ am quite ceriain that the
Arcient Brirish Government weuld not da that for 2 Springsak tour to the United Kingdom,

Source: NZPD 1981 vol 437 p. 513

The tour was not stopped. On the eve of the Springbok V. Manawatu rugby
match at the Showgrounds in Palmerston North, army engineers from Linton
military camp moved into the grounds under the cover of darkness to ring the
area with rolls of barbed wire.
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1381 Coils of barbed wire slrung around the showgrounds, Palmerston North,

P13-43 : A bleak reminder
of that occasion.

Source: Manawatu Evening Standard 1/8/1982

Think-Big

During 1980 and the first half of 1981 the National Government gathered
together a number of disparate ad hoc policies and projects which eventually
came to be called “Think-Big”.

There were two major objectives of this approach. The first objective was to
make New Zealand strategically less dependent on scarce and costly overseas
fuels. The second objective was to use New Zealand’s energy resources to
create new industries that would diversify the economy and move it away
from almost total dependence on the production and export of a narrow range
of agricultural commodities.

Joe Walding retires from politics. His Parliamentary Valedictory
Six months before the 1981 election Joe Walding indicated to the Labour
Party and his electorate that for health reasons he needed to retire from
political life. This he did, making way for his younger colleague, Trevor De
Cleene.

The parliamentary valedictory given to Joe Walding was a very handsome
tribute indeed. Bill Rowling focussed on Joe Walding’s friendly affability. He
suggested that Joe Walding would be remembered as one of the strongest
Ministers of Overseas Trade there had been.

He had achieved an international reputation as a person who was fair and
tough. Rob Muldoon, Prime Minister, wondered why Joe Walding was on the
other side of the house, “He is a private enterpriser, he is an entrepreneur, he
is a very able man”. (NZPD 1981, vol. 442 p.4350).
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P13-44 : Walding’s speech in reply, presented in full
T D frermie s WA AR et S S ot T i P AT T R S e e S

|

! - - . . -

| riae Uoposnon for she kKme ey made aocime, 25 s = vears

vcnk the Fouse. Dwas cat od te Hoose for 3 yeacs, o time [ iooad coiie regresiiine, because 1
| Vi 2Ede 10 suge more slfectitey wihal was hapeening ooy, A fow nights :I-__"-.‘ [ rexaad
v my maden seecch. and [ think | could make the same specch roday. becaose everviiina |
| nid shen is e now, However. i 1 did. it wouid probaily mean that | have not achieved
v very much and that there was no pomr in being here, 1 have coraiely leasnt a Lot Firs, [
| uarne whot Parlisment 15 ail abeon, Mony people bejieve thar most of 1he deciaons wre made
e Chamber, My axperence has R chad the decmons are made h!.* Calinet, amd faar
| tembers simpiv give final approsal i those decsions. Lagisinion would be guite diffenent if
v Piafbisment did mot exast o expese that legslation o the entieism it receives from members.

| [ lave tmed oo work oul st what the job of 3 member of Parliament is, [s i 1o be
v omegasured just in macerial rerms, and o providing geople with more carpets, more cars, ad
| Digger heuses? Tdo nat think so. T think we have a wider cesponsibiliny to alfect the quality of
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

ife. One of the grenrest Jifficuities we work wnder is the 3-vear werm. [ think the length of
e term s respensibiz for the xind of legislaton and the kind of policies that emerge.
vl vears ape 31 referendum was keld on that tsoe, and T vored for a Ayl 1erm, as |
wolld agmin, 1 think an extension of the term should b2 considerad seriousty for the fure. |
“hank my constituents [or giving me e chanee [0 be hera. | have found that part of my job
"0 be the mos satisfving, becamse alter all the alking that goeson here it is good to et back
w the slectoeme aid 10 solve a problem thar someone might have. Al the end of the dav one
2in then sav thar somerhang has been achieved, Muybe thar prokiem eould have been 2ofvag
B sgme ather way, but ar feast one has achieved something thar cannot be achieved in the
Sse 1 Limies,

1 thank the staff of Delmy's, the libtary, the pres, and (e seeretanz? zorps, especialiy
Nizs Chakcs. my secretary. §thank my zollzapeas on bath sidss of the House for the expariense
ey have given me. 1 have enjoved it und [ hope thar [ have contributed something. At susy
& ume, onr remembers people whe have come and gone. 1 think particulacly of Ma; !{.-..-;j
y itd "-‘I"E"Er Wash, Such memones will stay with me dor a bong, Tong ume. T pa 2 tribate 1
|ty wile. Eileen, and 10 our sis chiliren, As his been said already, it is the wives who pick o
g Many b the price tags, No member could do his inbh without & wife a0 home 1o 8o al) the
| work. T chusk thirt they work mucl: biardes than we do here, Young mamied mee whe wan? 1o
o ecome mombers of Parliament and s1op here for 2 while should be mads aware that the
| lomger they spend down here the hardet i will be Tor their familics. There hae 1o be some
1 iy to spread the load so that members can po home each wesk for at least & day or two
| ntherwise their children grow up and they have [os them for ever, Trhank my wife, Eiloan
vand the shildren for all they have dong; and 1 thank my Izl orpantsation '

e T Le el e e e e o e ="

Source: Valedictory, NZPD 1981 vol 442 p. 4367, 23/10/1981

After Parliament Joe Walding returned to business life again

Three years later, however he was asked by the Labour Party to assist David
Lange, now the Leader of the Opposition, by acting as his minder during the
1984 election campaign. This he did most effectively, contributing to the
winning of the election.
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Walding, watching the election result in 1984

How Lange watched
himself become PM

DAYTD LANGE sat with his tribe
in & hotel rom on Saturday
walching himself become a
prime minister.

This mysierions process did
not exaclly overawe (he Lange
family.

Emily Lange B, wandeted
around i ple with a red
and si1\'mlr1%opr:°

The Labour leader [ussed
about the hotel fridge. It wasn't
wirking properly and his ionie
Water Was Warm.

He strode over the blue-green
carpet and ordered his kids
Aut,

His minder, Jos Walding, sat
hunched over a television set, a
cigarelie dangling from his
mouth.

Laugh

AL T.43pm the first trickle of a
Labsur torrent was appearing.

Lange sal om mgp;:d:sand
trled Lo hrea! apen & gt

rwii

He st up suddenh when Na-
ticnal Cabinet minister Jonathan
Elwarthy appeared on television
and said he was winning the bat-
tle to hold the crucial seat of
Waitaki,

“Na you're oot Langé mired
at the talavision.

By ANTHONY HUBBARD
Political Reportar

He burst out Ty
the interviewer nskesmfwonhy
bow long be bad spent in his abec-
torate during the campaign.

“All the time , . . no one &l
wonld have yoy thers matel”
S m&uﬂiﬂy Ise

“Heis te
Iis electorate a mrﬂllminr
four successive elections.”

Mrs Phoeba the polits-
cign's mother, ﬁ!u Irma
the television and drew 4 protest
from her son.

National's Resemary Young
Rouse appeared wanly on the
serean and confessed she was Jos-
ing!lht battle for Wellington Cen-
tral.

“8he can go and live with her
father [New Zealand ambassador
in Britain and former Matlonal
Cahinel minister Bill Young)

bén be gots home from Lon-
d&n. Lange zaid comiortingly.

In & suite at the DB
Lafige's Wellington fnslled
with rnembers of his fami
leader bad Caken them all out to 4
Chinese restaurant for dinner and
they wera in high spirits.

Lange himself remained on

Source Dominion 16/7/1984

the sofa pulling morsels out of
the basket

The hotel radio could not pick

the national programme’s
e COVETAER. bustled
about calling loudly for someons
1] pt i radie.

“There's one lo the car,"
Walding offered,

“Oh good, Joe will go and
drive the car in bere — that's
lateral thinking for vou," Lange
Eajd,

Mrs Lange senior was order
ing ber grandson Byron off &
chalr when she was hushed by the
leader, Sir Robert was loomin
omzcreen to predict there woul
be no Labour landslide, Lange
said nothing.

Television anaouneed Labour
\mllll hoid Manawsta.

“Labour doesa't own
Hauawatu. you idiot.” Lange

“Where do they el these peo-
ple from? They're all lapsed
yournalists, [ think.”

Whoop

National's Dr lan Shearer was
likely to have lost Hamilton East,
the television prodicted,

and said:

Joker, that fellow

bour candidate Bill

"He's &
Dillon.

Dillon]. He meels me at air-

Andther DOEress report said
Juhn Kirk had taken five votas in
Miramar,

“Bed case of triple voting
. there” Lange commented.
= '\Iatw?alspgfl Hunt Iooked
igely to lose Pakuranga to Social
By riees

“Anyone can beat Hunt as far
a5 I'm concerned,” Lange said

"He's warked very hard to
lose thet seat "

On the radio politieal seientist
Nigel Raberts said on present in-
dications there would be & 23-
stat Labour majority. New Zea-
land seemed to Le bedevilled by
-seal majorities, he sald, refer.
Ting to the 1872 and 1975 elec-

Sanil.ang\e‘ Tha.tuprnhlem
T could live

Mnlnnr puimra] scientist
ventured the opinion thet the
Wew Zealand Party was a new
addition o the political scene,

The politician hooted. “You
don't peed to get paid for that,
mate!” be said,

The Lange children were
tlayhlg on (he carpel and the

beur beader’s sister Margaret
was wearing & Labour rosette
feom 1835, the year the fiest

Labour Government was elected.
Now pearly 50 years lster Brs
Phoebe Lange was urging her son
to go down to the local hall to
celebrate another Labour vic.
Lory.

gﬂgcnﬁ:sﬁﬂﬁ'ﬁmw
ap| on the screen dnd ane
nounced he wes at the courthoose
= "Been arrested hag he?" —
and lso that he had won East
Coast Bays.

“If National can't win East
Coast Bays they can't win the
country,” Lapge said trium-
phantly. He charged around the
roomn grinning and pulling ex-
citedly at his lapel.

He stood bebind a chair throw-
ing his leg over the top of it and
b.ir:t again like a ballet dances
limbering up &t the barre.

Political pundit Colin James
wns ut ng on tedevision that ot

poked [ike an anti-National vote,

“Whadda ya mesn? Lange
demanded tndignantly.

His wife Naomi sitting on the
sofa wrinkled her nose.

“It wouldn't be a vote for
Labour, would it7" she said with
heavy sarcasm.

Finally Lange asnpunced that
;Jlaﬁrlstmhgndbwwihé

L CONTIMUED P3

1985 the new High commissioner for New Zealand in London

Later in 1984, the new government appointed Joe Walding to the important
position of High Commissioner for New Zealand in London. He was
eminently qualified for the position. He knew the great deal about
He had been deeply involved in the negotiations
concerning the access of New Zealand primary products to Europe. He was

international trade.

widely respected for his business gifts.

Joe Walding’s Death

On 5 June 1985 tragically, three months after taking over the senior
diplomatic post as High Commissioner in London, Joe Walding died.
Tributes to him filled the pages of newspapers throughout the country and in

other parts of the world. He was truly mourned.
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carried out of the church while the song “I just called to say I loved you” was

played.

huge attendance of people for the crowded funeral service at Saint Patrick’s
Cathedral with people outside the church and on the pavement. He was

A week later Joe Walding’s body returned to Palmerston North. There was a
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P13-46 : Four tributes
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Source: Manawatu Evening Standard, June 5, 1985
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Chapter 13 : Joseph Walding

Summary

Joe Walding was a person of the people. He made his own unique way in life.
Professor John Dunmore, Mr Walding’s one-time campaign manager said
this “it would be hard to find anyone who was an enemy of Joe’s. Every
campaign he ever fought was a clean one. He was your friendly local MP and
didn’t change when he became a Cabinet Minister. He had a gift of being a
friendly, happy but also efficient man. Riding a bicycle in China was pretty
typical of him”. (MES 5/6/1985).

His interests were wide. He had a great love of learning and education. His
sporting interests were legendary. He was a famailiar figure at racetracks as
an owner of gallopers like Point of Order and Fine Offer. He was a real
Internationalist, being at home in Beijing, London, Moscow, and in the
Middle East alike.

He was a most successful businessman, enterprising and hard-driving. The
conversion of natural resources into good food fascinated him. He loved food

as well although this created health issues for him.

He was a great achiever, in person, in business, in politics, an outstanding
Palmerstonian, a memorable New Zealander.

Above all, he was a true family man.
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