
Serial Killer Statistics 
 
The tables in this report are based on information from the Radford University Serial 
Killer Database. The purpose of the database is to gather data so that researchers and 
teachers will have accurate information about serial killers. In 2012, Radford University 
partnered with Florida Gulf Coast University to ensure that the database is continually 
updated and that summary reports will be made available on an annual basis.  
 
When citing information from this report, the following reference should be used: 
 
Aamodt, M. G. (2013, February 20).  Serial killer statistics. Retrieved (insert date of 
retrieval) from http://maamodt.asp.radford.edu/serial killer information center/project 
description.htm 
 
Questions about the database or the statistics in this report can be addressed to Dr. Mike 
Aamodt at Radford University, maamodt@radford.edu 
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Serial Killer Frequency by Decade
(Decade of First Kill)

Decade US International Total
1900 27 11 38
1910 35 15 50
1920 29 28 57
1930 29 19 48
1940 27 37 64
1950 41 33 74
1960 146 56 202
1970 410 119 529
1980 549 160 709
1990 452 229 681
2000 245 167 412
2010 38 21 59

Source: Radford University Serial Killer Database

Updated 2/20/2013
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U.S. Serial Killers
Percentage by Race and Decade

Race
Decade White Black Hispanic Asian Native American
1900 59.3 33.3 7.4 0.0 0.0
1910 45.7 54.3 0.0 0.0 0.0
1920 72.4 27.6 0.0 0.0 0.0
1930 55.2 44.8 0.0 0.0 0.0
1940 63.0 29.6 3.7 0.0 3.7
1950 80.5 19.5 0.0 0.0 0.0
1960 69.0 28.3 0.7 0.0 2.1
1970 62.6 33.0 3.4 0.5 0.5
1980 54.6 36.1 7.1 0.5 1.6
1990 43.5 49.7 5.5 1.3 0.0
2000 31.4 61.2 6.1 0.8 0.4
2010 34.2 57.9 7.9 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 52.4 41.2 4.9 0.6 0.8

Source: Radford University Serial Killer Database
Updated 2/20/2013
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Frequency of Serial Killers
Gender by Decade

N Percent
Men Women Men Women

1900 23 15 60.5 39.5
1910 36 14 72.0 28.0
1920 44 13 77.2 22.8
1930 40 8 83.3 16.7
1940 56 8 87.5 12.5
1950 61 13 82.4 17.6
1960 185 17 91.6 8.4
1970 496 32 93.9 6.1
1980 651 58 91.8 8.2
1990 631 49 92.8 7.2
2000 381 28 93.2 6.8
2010 54 5 91.5 8.5

TOTAL 2767 301 90.2 9.8

Note: Numbers reflect U.S. and International serial killers
Note: Total includes decades not listed on this chart

Source: Radford University Serial Killer Database
Updated 2/20/2013
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A Problem With The Typical Profile

Characteristic Percent

Male 91.67%

White 52.91%

Mid-to-late twenties 28.47%

White, male 45.94%

White, male, mid-to-late twenties 13.13%

Note: Only U.S. serial killers included in this chart

Source: Radford University Serial Killer Database

Updated 2/20/2013

5



Broad Motives

Motive N Percentage
Enjoyment (thrill, lust, power) 1082 48.69%
Financial Gain 699 31.46%
Anger 198 8.91%
Multiple Motives 114 5.13%
Gang Activity 69 3.11%
Avoid Arrest 26 1.17%
Attention 16 0.72%
Convenience 10 0.45%
Hallucinations 8 0.36%
Cult 5 0.23%

TOTAL 2222

Source: Radford University Serial Killer Database
Updated 2/20/2013
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Serial Killer IQ

Basic Statistics
N 214
Average IQ 94.5
Median IQ 87.5
Lowest 54
Highest 165

Killing Method N Average
Bomb 3 140.3
Strangle/Gun 3 108.0
Strangle/Bludgeon 8 105.6
Bludgeon/Gun 3 99.3
Strangle 50 98.1
Stab 26 94.0
Gun 50 92.4
Stab/Bludgeon 7 89.9
Stab/Strangle 7 88.9
Stab/Gun 14 85.3
Bludgeon 9 86.3
Poison 2 78.5

Raped Victims
 No 110 94.7

Yes 103 94.6

Type
     Organized 110 99.2

Disorganized 65 92.7
Mixed 8 108.4

Number of Kills
Two 48 90.9
Three 46 90.2
Four 19 93.5
Five 16 95.3
More than five 85 99.0
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Serial Killer IQ
Source: Radford University Serial Killer Database
Updated 2/20/2013
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Serial Killers and Military Service

U.S. U.S. & International
Men Women Total Men Women Total

Overall N 850 142 992 1,041 469 1,510
     No Military 76.6% 100.0% 79.9% 76.0% 100.0% 80.2%
     Military 23.4% 0.0% 20.1% 24.0% 0.0% 19.8%
          Army 44.9% 51.9%
          Navy 23.2% 21.3%
          Air Force 10.3% 9.8%
          Marines 21.1% 16.6%
          Coast Guard 0.5% 0.4%

Source: Radford/FGCU Serial Killer Database
Updated 2/20/2013

Serial Killers Active While in Military Country
Armstrong, John Eric US
Bunday, Thomas Richard US
Christopher, Joseph G. US
Copeland, Michael England
Cummins, Gordon Frederick England
Elton, Dwayne W. US
Grant, Gary Gene US
Gray, Ronald Adrian US
Grimson, Allan England
Hance, William Henry US
Joubert, John US
Korn, Donald US
Latham, James Douglas US
Leonski, Edward Joseph Australia
McKnight, Anthony US
McManus, Fred Eugene US
Percy, Derek Ernst Australia
Shrader, Marcus III US
Torrez, Jorge Avila US
Valenti, Richard Raymond US
Williams, David Russell Canada
Yershov, Vadim Russia
York, George R. US
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Serial Killers by Country

Country Number of Serial Killers
United States 2088
Italy 100
England 96
S. Africa 95
Japan 82
Germany 72
Canada 61
Australia 54
France 47
Russia 41
India 32
China 30
Mexico 22
Brazil 14
Scotland 13
Poland 10

Source: Radford University Serial Killer Database
Note: Serial killers operating in multiple countries are not
Updated 2/20/2013
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