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Lonier Family I Lansing, Michigan

The Lonier family began farming this Lansing, Michigan, land the same 
year America celebrated its 100th birthday. That year, Rutherford B. 
Hayes was elected President and the land was tilled with a plow and a 
mule. Now, 136 years and six generations later, the Lonier family are 
stewards of 3,000 acres of land they farm using GPS guided tractors 
and combines.

“The biggest changes that I have seen in my 20 years of involvement 
on our farm,” said Scott Lonier, “is the technology that we use. From 
auto steering to using an iPad in the cab to watch how seeds are 
placed in real time.” 

The use of modern technology allows the farm to run more productively 
as each corn seed is selectively cultivated, precision planted with 
the help of GPS guidance systems and discreetly fertilized. It’s the 
groundbreaking American technology that has allowed farmers like 
the Lonier’s to grow 87 percent more corn per ounce of fertilizer than 
just a few short years ago.

“Farming is not a job, it’s a way of life. Being able to use the land God 
gave us to feed the world is a daunting and important responsibility. 
I am confi dent that we are up to the challenge and my generation will 
leave the land in as good as, if not better, condition than when we 

took it over with our conservation and planting programs in 
place,” said Scott.

95% of all corn farms in America are family owned.
Source: USDA
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Introduction
Through innovation, technology and hard work, America’s corn 

farmers are producing record crops. This allows them to satisfy all the 

traditional uses of corn plus help the United States build a growing 

portfolio of renewable products that utilize corn as a feedstock.

These big crops come even though there are new challenges every 

year. From a cold spring to a hot spell during pollination, from too 

much rain to not enough, every year is diff erent and farmers thrive 

through the adversity. It makes harvest, which may have its own set 

of challenges, that much sweeter.

The results of their eff orts are astounding, with the highest yields 

and production numbers in history coming over the last eight years. 

In 2011, America’s corn farmers produced a 12.4 billion bushel crop. 

It was the fi fth year in a row with production exceeding 12 billion 

bushels, an incredible fi gure considering production had never 

before reached such levels. The amount of corn produced per acre, 

known as the yield, was 147 bushels per acre, the ninth year in a 

row with yields averaging more than 140 bushels per acre, another 

unprecedented fi gure.

How can this happen? How can American family farmers continue 

to produce more corn per acre? How can they produce 20 percent 

more corn per acre than any other country in the world? There 

are a lot of ways to answer these questions, but a big part of it is 

simply good old-fashioned ingenuity, hard work and the desire to 

contribute to a safe, abundant food supply.

Ingenuity comes from the willingness to try new things – to learn 

and adapt, to get better. Family farmers – who grow 90 percent 

of the corn in America – have certainly done that. They use more 

precise equipment and take advantage of the resources that allow 

them to adopt conservation tillage, which keeps the soil in place and 

holds in moisture. They check the nutrients in the soil and replace 

only what is necessary. They use seed that has a tremendous yield 

potential and the ability to protect itself from damaging insects.

Hard work? Well, that comes naturally to any farmer who relies 

so much on the weather, complex equipment and dozens of 

unplanned situations that require attention. It’s simply the nature 

of the business – and farmers thrive on it. (continued)
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Their success benefi ts many. After all, more than 

300 million people living in this great country 

need to eat. Without corn farmers – all farmers – 

we wouldn’t be here. Every year we ask farmers 

for more food, but give them less land on which to 

produce it. We want farmers to be more effi  cient 

and use less energy. Every year they manage 

to succeed – with less than 2 percent of the 

population committed to farming the land the best 

they can in order to provide the rest of the country 

with the safest, most abundant food supply in the 

history of the world. Certainly farmers should be 

respected for the work they do – and perhaps we 

should acknowledge that they may indeed know 

what they are doing.

Corn farmers, for example, ensure livestock and 

poultry producers have access to a high-quality 

feed ingredient. Plus they produce a crop in such 

bounty, skilled processors are able to convert 

corn into dozens of useful products that fi nd 

their way into food and non-food applications. 

Ethanol producers, for example, convert the starch 

in each corn kernel into ethanol and return the 

rest as a concentrated protein feed for livestock. 

Researchers, meanwhile, are looking for even 

more opportunities to use corn as a replacement 

for dozens of petroleum-based products.

Why keep looking? Why do we keep exploring 

new opportunities for corn? The answer lies in the 

fact that corn yields continue to advance. We’re 

talking average yields that in a decade may be 40 

percent larger than today and 80 percent larger 

by 2030. This gives us many opportunities to take 

advantage of a crop adapted to grow incredibly 

well across the country and to make the most 

of the innovation and technology on America’s 

family farms.

At the same time, farmers aren’t resting on 

their laurels. They’re getting better at what they 

do. Every year. They use fewer chemicals and 

fertilizers, practice conservation tillage and 

purchase high-tech equipment to ensure they are 

leaving their land in better condition than when 

they started farming. Certainly someone who 

works with the soil for a living wants to care 

for it in the best way possible – especially since 

corn farming is so often a multi-generational 

undertaking.

To family corn farmers, success isn’t measured 

by a single growing season, but in the ability to 

produce a crop in the right way and leave that 

legacy for our future.

In this edition of The Corn Fact Book we highlight 

a few farmers and tell a bit of their story. We 

highlight some important facts and provide 

some background as to how American farmers 

became so successful at raising corn – and the 

opportunities that provides for us all.

In the mid-1950s, Henry A. Wallace, former Vice President, former Secretary of 
Agriculture and an early developer of hybrid seeds, noted that the Corn Belt had 
developed into the “most productive agricultural civilization the world has ever seen.”

Introduction...continued
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Raising a farm family

Jay and Emily Lynch of Humboldt, Iowa, are 
like a lot of family farmers. They have two 

young children, fi ve-year-old Allison and two-
year-old Nathan, who keep them busy, as do the 
part-time, off-farm jobs they enjoy. They farm 
with Jay’s parents, who live down the road on a 
Century Farm, which means the farm has been 
in the family for more than 100 years.

“We’re incredibly lucky to live on a farm and raise 
our children here,” said Emily. “They’ll grow up 
understanding the value of hard work, and what 
farming means, how our family contributes food 
and fuel to the community and country. We want 
them to have the same opportunity we have, to 
live on the land where their grandparents and 
great grandparents grew up.”

Ensuring their children have that opportunity 
means caring for the soil and protecting other 
natural features around their farm. It also means 
striving to be more productive on every acre, 
while minimizing crop inputs.

“We want to produce as much corn or soybeans 
per acre as we can because that supports our 
family. With today’s farming techniques, it’s 
possible to have great yields, while improving 
the soil and protecting the environment,” Emily 
said. “We love to go camping and fi shing. 
It’s an important part of our life. We protect 
those natural resources by farming smart and 
becoming better every year.”

To that end, the Lynch’s adopted strip tilling, 
a form of conservation tillage that leaves the 
residue from the previous year’s crop on the 
fi eld. They use GPS technology to ensure crop 
nutrients are applied only where necessary and 
every year they become more effi cient.

“By caring for the land and environment, we’ll 
continue producing great crops that help 
provide quality, safe food for our family and the 
country,” Emily said.

Lynch family l Humboldt, Iowa

The Corn Farmers Coalition
To help tell the story of the American corn farmer, 

farmers from across the country came together 

through their state corn organizations to found 

and fund the Corn Farmers Coalition. They 

partnered with their national organization – 

the National Corn Growers Association – to 

help highlight how farmers care for the land 

and produce corn in such abundance that it is 

available for use in many new industries.

The farmers who comprise the coalition have as 

diverse a set of interests and backgrounds as those 

who read this publication. However, the soil and the 

corn seeds they plant every spring tie them together. 

It gives them a common purpose and desire to let 

the world know how farming has changed – and 

the opportunity we have to grow a future around 

renewable products made from corn.
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The largest corn yields in history 
all occurred in the last eight 
years. Consequently, eight 
of the largest crops in history 
also occurred over the last 
eight years.



Harbage family I South Charleston, Ohio

America’s corn farmers are by far the most productive in the 
world, growing 20% more corn per acre than any other nation.

Source: USDA
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Brian and Jennifer Harbage are the seventh generation to farm their 
family’s land near South Charleston, Ohio. They are the third generation 
to live in the farmhouse, and their sons Aidan and Lane are the fourth. 
They raise corn, soybeans, wheat and hay, have a beef cattle operation 
and supply a nearby dairy farm with feed. “You can’t ask for a better 
way of life as far as I’m concerned,” Brian said. “We get to be our own 
boss and don’t have to worry about punching a time clock.” 

They didn’t get to be the seventh generation by accident. It took 
generation after generation caring for the land, each learning from the 
next. “We’ve been 100 percent no-till for 19 years, as that conservation 
practice is a better way for us to keep soil in place and reduce fuel 
usage while getting better yields,” Brian said. “We also use every piece 
of technology we can to ensure fertilizer and other crop inputs go only 
where they are needed and stay there. We’re better this year than fi ve 
years ago and I can’t even imagine how productive we’ll be in a decade 
using even fewer inputs than we do already.”




