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marvin Ammori is no stranger 
to life in the Midwest.  And 
with the development of its 
new Space and Telecom Law 

Program, Ammori feels right at home as a 
new assistant professor, teaching in 
telecommunications and cyber law at the 
Law College.  

“I’m from the Midwest and I like 
Midwestern campuses like UNL,” 
Ammori said.  “Lincoln reminds me of 
Ann Arbor, a town I love, and where I 
went to college.  I like Lincoln’s coffee 
shops and just about everything in the 
Haymarket area. The people are 
remarkably friendly and gracious. And 
the opportunity for me to be involved 

with our new Space and Telecom Law 
Program is amazing.”  

Ammori grew up in the suburbs of 
Detroit.  The son of immigrants, Ammori 
went on to distinguish himself in education, 

graduating Phi Beta Kappa from the 
University of Michigan and, after spending 
a year in Paris, cum laude from Harvard 
Law School.

After law school, Ammori spent a 
year in Chicago at Kirkland 
& Ellis working in litigation 
and private equity.  He then 
went on to a fellowship at 
Yale and then another at 
Georgetown.

Ammori said he was 
drawn to teaching because 
of the unique opportunities 
one has as an academic.  

“In the beginning, 
teaching appealed to me 
because I liked debating 
competing ideas, some 
pretty theoretical,” Ammori 
said. “Now I am less 
interested in theoretical 
questions and more 
interested in the how the 
law affects people – how we 
can shape the law to improve 
lives.  Telecommunications 
law affects how people 
communicate with their 
loved ones, how businesses 
interact with their 
customers and suppliers, 
and how citizens inform 
one another and organize 
politically.  A few obscure 
laws can have a huge 
impact.”

Ammori said the 

professor ammori leads 
new telecom and  

cyberlaw courses at  
Law college

By sarah Gloden
assistant dean of admissions

Fcc chairman kevin martin and professor marvin ammori in Washington D.c.
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education from the brilliant professors 
recruited by Dean Beutel to open the law 
school after the war.20 The philosophy we 
had was well expressed by Justice Felix 
Frankfurter when he said, “It is very 
important [for law schools] to make lawyers 
and judges who do not carry out of the law 
schools a body of dogma, on the assumption 
that what they inhibited at the date of 
leaving the law school is man’s ultimate 
wisdom and enduring truth . . . . Lawyers 
should carry out of the law school not 
dogma, but an attitude toward the process 
of law-making, law-growing, and law-
changing, and a critical questioning 
attitude.”21

I conclude with words of Richard 
Feyman, one of my favorite authors who 
was awarded a Nobel Prize in 1965. “There 
are tens of thousands of years in the future. 
Our responsibility is to do what we can, 
learn what we can, improve the solutions 
and pass them on.”22
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opportunity to come to Nebraska to teach 
in the new Space and Telecom Law program 
is a great fit for his scholarly interests and 
ambitions.

“Most law schools do not even offer 
telecom law classes.  But here I can teach 
totally in my area,” Ammori said.  “I teach 
domestic telecom law, international 
telecom law, cyberlaw and mass media.  
The University’s support for this program 
has been wonderful.”

Before coming to Nebraska, Professor 
Ammori practiced in Washington, D.C., 
where he was most recently the general 
counsel for Free Press, a national, 
nonpartisan organization working to 
reform the media. Ammori was centrally 
involved in many of the most prominent 
media and Internet policy debates, 
including network neutrality, broadcast 

ownership limits, children’s media rules, 
wireless policy and access for all 
Americans to high-speed Internet. 
Advised by and supported by academics, 
technologists and other public interest 
advocates, he was the lead counsel for 
consumer groups and scholars in related 
FCC proceedings (prompted by filings he 
authored) that resulted in a landmark 
decision regarding Internet freedom and 
FCC jurisdiction.

Ammori had his first introduction to 
the Law College students last year, while 
handling cases at Free Press in D.C., when 
he taught mini-courses in Cyber Law and 
Domestic Telecommunications Law.  
Ammori said he has enjoyed getting to 
know the students.

“I’m pleased to say they attend class 
more often than I did,” Ammori said.  

“They’re very eager and very sharp.”
Ammori said he is excited about the 

opportunities the new program will 
provide for the Law College students.

“I hope we produce successful, 
influential lawyers and that, soon enough, 
this program will provide instant 
credibility to its graduates,” Ammori 
said.  

Ammori also said he has enjoyed 
getting to know the faculty.

“It’s one of the reasons I was excited 
to join the faculty,” Ammori said.  
“Everyone is friendly and very 
knowledgeable, with great advice for a 
young professor, and have been 
tremendously helpful as we build the new 
Space and Telecom program.”

From left to right: columbia law professor Tim Wu; Verizon’s Tom Tauke (formerly a member of congress); comcast’s David cohen; harvard law 
professor Yochai benkler and professor marvin ammori attend an Fcc hearing. The hearing centered on whether comcast corp., in providing internet 
access to consumers, could block innovative technologies that compete with comcast’s television services. The commission upheld ammori’s argument that 
consumers have the right to access all lawful content and technologies on the internet.
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On his website (richarddooling.com), 
Richard Dooling prefaces his biography 
with a quotation from F. Scott Fitzgerald, 
“There never was a good biography of a 
good novelist. There couldn’t be. He is too 
many people, if he’s any good.” In some 
ways, this quotation sums up Dooling’s 
approach to life in balancing work with his 
wife and four children. As far as professional 
experiences go, he has developed quite a 
resume from working as a respiratory 
therapist, practicing law, authoring works 
of fiction and nonfiction, to serving as a 
law professor. The law professor bit came 
about through the teaching of a Law and 
Literature course at the College of Law in 
the spring 2008 semester.

Dooling’s teaching responsibilities did 
not keep him from working on other 
projects. He continues to do a bit of legal 
work for his old firm Bryan Cave LLP in St. 
Louis. His legal work involves creating 
interactive training materials for 
businesses. Essentially, these are 30 to 
60-minute interactive experience on topics 
like sexual harassment or records 
management. Following the interactive 
training, the employees take a test to ensure 
they have learned the material. 

Besides keeping his hand in the legal 
field, one of Dooling’s screenplays was 
being developed in Canada during the 
spring semester, which required a bit of 
travel. The screenplay was based upon the 
Steven King short story, “Dolan’s Cadillac.” 
Despite admitting the business of movie 
making can be fun and expressing the 
desire to pen additional screenplays in the 
future, Dooling’s love remains with the 
printed word, “If you are a real writer, you 
want to write and be read. And that is not 
what is happening with a screenplay. You 
are making something that is really a 
blueprint for a movie, so people are not 
going to appreciate what you wrote unless 

they make the movie.” 
Besides assisting 

with the film, Dooling 
was also working on a 
nonfiction book, which 
debuted in the fall, 
Rapture for the Geeks: 
When A.I. Outsmarts I.Q. 
Dooling explained the 
basis of the book “which 
is kind of the future of 
computer technology. 
Specifically, the book 
explores what might 
happen if computers ever 
become intelligent 
enough to fool humans. 
The definitive test is called 
“the Turing test.” In 
essence, the Turing test 
explores the point when 
artificial intelligence is 
developed enough that 
humans are unable to tell 
whether they are conversing 
with a computer or human. 
Dooling’s love of technology 
and science has obviously helped shape 
many of his work experiences and his 
writing. For instance, his first novel, Critical 
Care, focused on intensive care units, while 
Brain Storm focused on neuroscience. 

Brain Storm was on the reading list 
developed by Professor Craig Lawson for 
the Law and Literature class, and the novel 
remained on the list despite the change in 
professors to the author. A student from 
the class, Valerie Nolan, ’08, relayed how 
Dooling handled teaching his novel, “He 
explained he was so far removed from 
writing the book that he would not be 
offended by any comments. Also, we 
referred to Professor Dooling as ‘the 
author’ when discussing his book in 
class.” 

Reflecting upon the perils of leading a 
discussion about Brain Storm, Dooling was 

quite honest in explaining how it is “harder 
to be objective about your own book, and 
the students do not want to tell you that 
they did not like your book if they do not. I 
think it is harder for them to express their 
opinions, even though I told them a million 
times, as I always tell book groups, the best 
discussions you will ever have are when 
someone says they do not like something 
or why did you do this because I hate that 
character.” The speech to the class must 
have been effective because Nolan felt the 
discussion of Brain Storm was on par with 
all of the other class discussions, and 
Dooling has expressed a desire to teach the 
course again in the future. Another 
indication of the success of the class is that 
Dooling was invited to teach Entertainment 
Law at the Law College for the Fall 2008 
semester.

By Jennifer Borgerding Kulwicki

Dooling’s professional experiences 
add element of reality to his teaching
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