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INTRODUCTION

Modern Harari is the language of the Harari people of Ethiopia. The old Harari language was
written using the Arabic script. When Harar became part of Abyssinia, the Ethiopian (Geez)
script was introduced for Modern Harari.

Within Australia, Harari children are taught the Harari language using the Latin script. The
existing Ethiopic and Arabic orthographies cannot represent all the sounds in the Harari
language. Revisions to the Ethiopic and Arabic orthographies have been discussed in Ethiopia
and Australia.

This document will outline character repertoire requirements for the Latin orthography and the
revised Ethiopic and Arabic orthographies.
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LATIN ORTHOGRAPHY — LATIN HARFI
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Long vowels: &, &, 1, 6, G
Letter’s required for English words: p, v

Letters required for Arabic words: a, dh, d, h, gh, s, t, z
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DIGRAPHS
The Harari Latin Alphabet has eight digraphs: ch, dh, gh, gn, kh, sh, xh, and zh. It is
possible to have a double consonant. In the case of digraphs, only the initial letter is

doubled, i.e. “dh” followed by “dh” is written as “ddh” (éé - 3).

THE CHARACTER ’

The character ’:

1) indicates that the preceding consonant is an isolated consonant rather than part of a
digraph, e.g. hég'na (411, 55 - replace) , i.e. g'n is “g+n” rather than “gn”.

2) distinguishes between a double digraph and a consonant followed by digraph,
mag’gna (a°77, ;> - throwing) i.e. g'gn is “g+gn” rather than “ggn”.

3) distinguishes between a consonant and an isolated vowel Gaz’i (THA., IJ;: - God); or

4) following a vowel it indicates that the vowel is stressed ra’yi (&%, &j; - idea) or usuw’

(A0+h, 3 - people).

ORTHOGRAPHIC REVISION
In the existing orthography the character sequence “t’h” occurs relatively frequently. In

order to simplify the use of the Latin orthography, the following changes were made:

Original Revised
orthography orthography
th t
th th
tth tt
t'th tt
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ETHIOPIC ORTHOGRAPHY — SABAI HARFI

l A [ A A 8 A | i n A b i
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é i 0 a
W 0 | o |2 | ? | 2 |0 | 2 ¢ | ¢ | 2 | &
g 0 o a 9 % 0 s 4, a, s 0-
z H | N H H | o | n i i, fi it
Zh e R B B I I w | | |
dh 6 % 9 % 0 b2 ] Q 5 b~
Y ¢ e | £ | & | & | # & | & | ¢ | ¢
d (4 s | & 5 L | & | & £ 4. 2 4.
xh A A N A A | A | A | &
N ¢ | % | % | F | g | B |Z £ | & | 2| &
g I +* | 1. | 2 A B i i, % 4
X m m- m, | m T m . . m -
C I O P I Y P SO B O @ | d | & |
N 2 | x| & | 4| & | & | 2 ol & | & | &
s A 2 | A | 2 A | & | 2 o A & 4
f 3 4 4 4 lo & | & éo & é ¢
P T F T T T T 7 T T 7 T
M o | o | A | a9 | @ | a | @ @ | 4 | & | @
N ar | aF | ac | ar | ac | A | ar ac | oag | A | aF

STRESSED VOWELS
4 added to end of vowel

Ethiopic orthography - Sabai harfi | 2011-07-19




ORTHOGRAPHIC REVISION

kh (h) and gh (1) originally represented as

z (1) and dh (8) originally represented as

x (1) and xh (&) originally both represented as 1

Long-e (&) and long-i (1) were represented by adding ¢ (y) after the character

Long-o (6) and long-u (i) were represented by adding @- (w) after the character
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ARABIC ORTHOGRAPHY — ARABI HARFI

CONSONANTS

Isolated Code point Isolated Code point
¢ U+0639 J U+0644
< U+0628 . U+0645
5 U+069F B U+0646
o U+069B < U+067E
3 U+062F 3 U+0642
3 U+0630 B U+0631

% U+0636 o U+0633
= U+0641 o U+0634
C U+0758 u° U+0635
i U+063A < U+062A
¥ U+06B9 & U+062B
d U+062D ) U+06A4
> U+0647 P U+0648
d U+062C b U+0637
K U+0643 4 U+06AC
C U+062E ¥ U+064A
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Isolated

Code point

3 U+0632
5 U+0698
DEPENDANT VOWELS

Use the letter < as a base character for the dependant vowels.

Isolated

Code point

U+0638

Short Long Short stressed Long stressed
2
& : G £
N " 2~ PR
= - ! £
2 0
= st s £t
v v o o v
< > > £
2 2 gﬂ o 2
< > > £
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INDEPENDENT VOWELS

Short Long Short stressed Long stressed
3 2
I |2 |2 2z
A T L : ]
: S S S,
| %e 2]
£ S St S
£ £ ° £
Sl 3% 2
3 Z o, 3
S e 2l
ORTHOGRAPHIC REVISION

e E originally represented by Kasra

e (O originally represented by Damma
e C (&) originally represented as &

e Ch (u) originally represented as (&
® Gn () notrepresented

e P (<) originally represented as <

e V(<) not represented

e Xh (&) originally represented as -

e Zh (}) originally represented as
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