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HOW WE GOT HERE 

Numerous Meetings – two with CCSD staff 

Open Records Requests 

Special Meeting with the Board of Education 

Mill Levy Funding Request from CCA 

Public Communications 
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WHERE ARE WE TODAY 

Agreement…to better understand and communicate with one 

another, and to continue funding conversations working 

toward a mutually agreeable resolution in the best interest of 

all 54,000 students in the Cherry Creek School District. 
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PRESENTATION TOPICS 

• History of Contractual Relations 

• Contractual Funding Relationship  

• Charter Flexibility / Waivers & Impact 

• Correcting the Public Record 

• Historical Capital Funding Support  

• CCA Mill Levy Funding Request 

• Next Steps 

As a result of the March 7, 2013 meeting between the Cherry Creek 
School District Board of Education and Cherry Creek Academy, the 
CCSD Board of Education requested a public presentation. 
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HISTORY OF CONTRACTUAL RELATIONS 

• Original CCA Contract - July 21, 1995  
 5-year term 

• Restated and Amended Contract – February 14, 2000  
 5-year term 
 Included specific waivers from statutory and policy obligations 

1. Teacher Employment, Compensation and Dismissal Act 

• Amended Contract – February 12, 2001  
 Altered the term of the contract from 5 to thirty (30) years 
 Assisted CCA in financing the purchase of the current facility 

5 
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HISTORY OF CONTRACTUAL RELATIONS 

• Amended Contract – August 1, 2007 
 Provision of Powerschool 
 Fees are paid by CCA on an annual basis 

• Amended Contract – June 22, 2011 
 Language modification – standardized testing requirements 
 Supported the request by CCA of an increase in enrollment by 10 students 

• Amended Contract – May 10, 2012 
 Provided an increase in enrollment from 460 to 588 students 

6 
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FUNDING RELATIONSHIP 

1. Per Pupil Funding 
 

 CCA receives on average, approximately 98.66% of PPR funding annually 
 

   $3,012,956 annually 
    

   

2.    Purchased services paid to CCSD, on average by CCA on an annual basis 
 

  Special Education $129,829 
  Insurance  $27,341 
  PowerSchool  $679  
 
     157,849  Total 

Per the Restated and Amended Contract 

All figures - Average of fiscal years ended, 2010, 2011, 2012 as provided by CCA 
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CHARTER FLEXIBILITY / WAIVERS & IMPACT 

As an Example – of how funding must be different: 

CCSD CCA 
Transportation Transports 23,000 students 

Round-trip per day 
 
expenditure  =  $18,000,000 

No transportation Services 
 
expenditure =  $0 

Special Education Full range of FAPE services 
  LD, OT, Autism, Medically 
  Fragile/DNR, Behavioral  
  Disorders, Hearing Impaired,  
  Assistive Technology, Day & 
  Residential Treatment, etc… 
 
expenditure  =  $52,746,829 

Full range of FAPE services 
 
LD and OT services 
 
expenditure  =  $161,492 
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CORRECTING THE PUBLIC RECORD 

Many documents were created and publicized through CCA to  
numerous district stakeholders that are not factually accurate. 

This information was created and distributed… 
 

  by a professional Public Relations firm hired by CCA 
 
  included teacher calls during “professional development” time 
 
  utilized external paid services 
 
  involved active lobbying of current legislators against CCSD 
 
  “FACT” sheet distribution & a metro-wide news story by 9News 
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PROFESSIONAL PR FIRM HIRED BY CCA 
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Context: 
 First meeting with CCSD –  December 5, 2012 
 Second meeting with CCSD -  January 23, 2013 
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Document Produced by CCA 

PROFESSIONAL PR FIRM HIRED BY CCA 
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CORRECTING THE PUBLIC RECORD 
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Distributed by CCA to…. 
 
 …parents 
 
 …student 
 
 …alumni 
 
 …friend 
 
 …and news media 

Because of its wide-spread  
distribution, it is important for this 
conversation to move forward that 

we are all working off of an accurate 
Record. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=cherry+creek+academy&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=3IeaPEs6vHew9M&tbnid=0M2nImUAfxZs-M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://annazstudio.com/CCA/Stories.asp&ei=HR84UYLzCcKVygG894GgBg&bvm=bv.43287494,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHsR10voTzOFV-y9GDoUjwrEDeJCg&ust=1362718832936109


CORRECTING THE PUBLIC RECORD 

THE ACTUAL FACTS… 
C.R.S. 22-30.5-404(3) 
 

• Requires school districts to INVITE not include charters schools in bond questions. 
• Each school district is encouraged to voluntarily include funding for charter schools.  
• If charter schools are not included they can submit a ballot question of their own. 

Violation of Law? 
 

• CCA did receive funding for projects in 2003, 2008 and 2012 bond questions. 
• Even if CCA did not receive funding of projects from each of these years it would not 

             be a violation of law, as statute provides for other options to charters if a district 
             refuses, for some reason, to not allocated bond funds. 
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CORRECTING THE PUBLIC RECORD 

THE ACTUAL FACTS… Resolution 240-08 
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CCA requested  $14.22 million 
CCA estimated building worth  $4.635 million 

CCA received  $2.8 million from CCSD 
CCA utilized   $500,000+ in reserves 

CCA was invited by CCSD 

CCA building encumbered in an amount of  $3.72 million 
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CORRECTING THE RECORD 

2004/5   $379,465,000   $169,975,000 
CCA ANALYSIS ACTUAL 

2008   $203,550,000   $203,550,000 

2012   $125,000,000   $125,000,000 

  $708,015,000   $498,795,000 
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Cherry Creek Academy; Proportionate Share – Bond Analysis Since 2002 

? 
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CORRECTING THE PUBLIC RECORD 

BOND MONEY ALLOCATION 
• Determined by the Long Range Facility Planning Committee 

• Project based and outlined in the 5-year facility needs booklet 

• Publicized prior to the election 
• CCA was invited to participate in the 2012 Bond through the office 
     of Educational Support Services and agreed to the $498,000 project 
• The CCA project was included with all other sites 

This is a completely inaccurate and misleading statement 
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CORRECTING THE PUBLIC RECORD 

THE ACTUAL FACTS… 
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This statement is True and False… 
 

• The law, C.R.S. 22-32-119.5, was enacted May 9, 2007 not in 2003 
• CCSD distributed the funds per guidance in the law which did not include CCA 

Legal Guidance 
 

• In 2008, C.R.S. 22-54-131 provided implementation guidelines prescribing that  
     districts should prioritize children who are homeless when enrolling students into such 
     programs, as well as students who lack learning readiness due to significant family  
     risk factors, etc. 
   CCSD utilized Free & Reduced lunch percentage to determine 
   which schools would receive the funding. 
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CORRECTING THE PUBLIC RECORD 

THE ACTUAL FACTS… 
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Change in the Law 
 

• C.R.S. 22-30.5-112 (c)(III) and C.R.S. 22-30.5-112.1(3)(c) in the Charter Schools Act 
     were revised in June 2012 to provide that if a charter school provided full-day  
     kindergarten, a school district would allot the additional full-day kindergarten monies. 

Joint Budget Committee Hearing, December 16, 2011 
 

• School districts are not required to allocate the supplemental kindergarten funding 
     or the hold-harmless full-day kindergarten funding to charter schools. Districts 
     allocate this funding to charter schools based on local control decisions. 

Status: CCA received the state funding for full-day kindergarten and charges $3,250 for tuition 
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CORRECTING THE PUBLIC RECORD 

THE ACTUAL FACTS… 
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C.R.S. 22-30.5-110(7) was enacted June 7, 2002 
 

• “…A chartering authority may not restrict the number of pupils a charter school may  
    enroll; except that a charter school and its chartering authority may negotiate and  
    agree to limitations on the number of students the charter school may enroll as  
    necessary”  (e.g. a contract) 

Our understanding from CCA…the 2nd five-year charter renewal documentation 
 

• “…CCA has no plans to grow in the future.  This is due to several reasons, but it is also 
     a requirement of Arapahoe County that the school will have no more that 450 students 
     on the site.  Enrollment should remain stable into the future as there is a maturing of the 
     school and there is a significant waiting list to address the typical turnover in the student 
     population…the goal of CCA is to maintain class sizes of 25 or less…” 
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CORRECTING THE PUBLIC RECORD 

THE ACTUAL FACTS… 
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• Amended Contract – June 22, 2011 
 Language modification – standardized testing requirements 
 Supported the request by CCA of an increase in enrollment by 10 students 

• Amended Contract – May 10, 2012 
 Provided an increase in enrollment from 460 to 588 students 
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CORRECTING THE PUBLIC RECORD 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION… 
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• Contract Language agreed to by CCA does not include Mill Levy funding 
 

• No school receives pro-rata distribution of funds 
 

• From a review of the record, CCA, as an organization, had knowledge of this and  
     had not requested a change until December 5, 2012  

• Not clear if we are in “negotiations” – contradictory communications 
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MILL LEVY FUNDING 

September 15, 2004 

• CCA supported CCSD’s application  
     for exclusive chartering authority with  
     the CDE. 

• CCA had received Resolution #180-04. 

• CCA “is aware of the state legislation  
     (HB 04-1362) regarding this matter and 
     the senate has been apprised of it as well. 

• “It was discussed at our September 14 
      board meeting and was met with support 
      and consensus.” 
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WHAT CCA SUPPORTED…HB 04-1363 

HB 04-1362  
C.R.S. 22-30.5-504 (5)(a)(II) 

…that the local school board provides fair and equitable treatment of its charter schools through 
the demonstration of any combination of the following: 

Ia. Compliance with full and accurate accounting practices and charges for central  
         administrative overhead costs; and  

Ib. Permits a charter school to purchase, at its discretion, certain services or a  
  combination of services; 

II. Distribution of a pro rata share of mill levy overrides 

III. Assistance to charter schools to meet their facility needs 

IV.  Pro rata share of federal and state grants received by the district, except for any  
 grant received for a particular purpose that by its express terms is intended to  
 benefit a student population not able to be served 
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WHAT CCA SUPPORTED…HB 04-1363 

HB 04-1362  
C.R.S. 22-30.5-504 (5)(a)(II) 

…that the local school board provides fair and equitable treatment of its charter schools through 
the demonstration of any combination of the following: 

V. The provision of adequate staff and other resources…provided by the school district 
 at a cost to the charter schools that does not exceed their actual cost 

VI. The lack of a moratorium on new charter school approvals 

VII. The provision of an adequate number of educational choice programs pursuant… 
 to the “No Child Left Behind Act of 2011” PL 107-110 
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PRESENTATION TOPICS 

• History of Contractual Relations 

• Contractual Funding Relationship  

• Charter Flexibility / Waivers & Impact 

• Correcting the Public Record 

• Historical Capital Funding Support  

• CCA Mill Levy Funding Request 

• Next Steps 

As a result of the March 7, 2013 meeting between the Cherry Creek 
School District Board of Education and Cherry Creek Academy, the 
CCSD Board of Education requested a public presentation. 
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HISTORICAL CAPITAL FUNDING SUPPORT 

2003 
• Technology Funding $25,000 

2008 
• Capital Improvement of $2,800,000 
• Technology Funding of $30,000 
• Traffic Lane Funding of $49,903 

2012 
• Capital Improvement of $498,000 
• Offered… 

 Technology Funding 
 Safety and Security Upgrade Funding 
 Integrated Monitoring and District Night Security 
 Staff Development 
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ORIGINAL MILL LEVY FUNDING REQUEST FROM CCA 
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Pro rata share of all Mill Levy overrides = $1,680 per student/per year  

Total of approximately $800,000 per year 

“Annual TOTAL Owed CCA”  Misleading statement 
 

Implies a contractual or legal basis exists…It does not 
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ORIGINAL MILL LEVY FUNDING REQUEST FROM CCA 

Cherry Creek Academy 
Mill Levy Losses to Other CCSD Schools 
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Per documentation created by CCA,  
& not knowing how wide-spread it was 
distributed, it is important to reiterate 
that funds are not distributed in this  
manner. 
 
However, if accurate, fulfilling the  
request would… 

annually take… 
    (from the feeder schools where CCA is located) 
 
    $50,000 from Cherry Creek High School 
 
    $20,911 from Campus Middle School 
 
    $7,099 from High Plains Elementary School  
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NEXT STEPS 

End where we started… 
 

      A commitment from CCSD…to better understand and communicate   

      with CCA, and to continue funding conversations reaching a     

      mutually agreeable resolution in the best interest of all 54,000  

      students in the Cherry Creek School District. 
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