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The Need
Iowa’s original interstate rest areas were designed and built 
in the 1960’s.  Traffic volumes have far exceeded the 
buildings original design capacity.  Facilities have been 
repaired and remodeled many times.  Multiple structures 
have been added over the years to house new services.  The 
need to replace these buildings became evident.
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Goals
•Use the opportunity to educate people about 
Iowa and the area they are traveling through.

•Give a positive impression to visitors.  It may be 
their only stop in the state.

•Re-invigorate the driver by stimulating their 
mind.

•Use multidisciplinary teams that includes 
engineers, architects, landscape architects, and 
artists through every phase of development.



Goals
•Construct one building to house the items that were 
previously found in separate buildings.  These 
include restrooms, vending facilities, weather 
information, motorist information, tourist 
information, phones, drinking fountains, storage, and 
necessary maintenance facilities.

•Keep the same basic footprint for each building to 
increase the comfort level of visitors.

•Make the building open, light, and airy to help 
visitors relax and improve safety.
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Jasper County – Pioneer Theme



Lobby Area



Examples of 
photos and 
text artwork 
incorporated 
in the walls 
in the Jasper 
County Rest 
Area Lobby



Cedar County Rest Area with a Welcome 
Center – Harvest Theme



Sculptural Elements in Cedar County



Rest Area Lobby with Art Element



Johnson County – Educational Theme



Stacked Books Art Element – Terra Cotta



Book Titles relate to Iowa and the Local Area



Woodbury County – Lewis and Clark Expedition 
Theme



Text Blocks and Art Blocks in Masonry



Lewis and Clark Rest Area Entrance



Mural and 
Floor Tile 
Design in 
Lobby



Wall Mural of the Lewis and Clark Expedition



Picnic Shelters use the same Design 
Elements as the Building Architecture



Decatur County – Art Theme of the Four 
Native Vegetative Communities on the Site.



Gateway to River/Oxbow Overlook



Pedestrian Gateway to the Lakefront in an 
Adjacent County Park.



Pedestrian Plaza in the Center of the Picnic 
Grounds



View of 
Lake 
through 
the 
Gateway



Scott County – Mississippi River Theme



Artwork that Resembles A River Bridge Structure



Lighting with River Dock Features



Picnic Shelters Architecturally match the 
Building



US Army Corps of Engineers Marker inset in 
Terrazzo Floor



Adair County – Agriculture/Henry Wallace 
Theme



Wall Mural of Henry Wallace Home



Cedar County – Underground Railroad Theme



Windows and Roof modified to Resemble a 
Train Station



Observation Deck at the Rear Entrance 
to the Building



Quilt Blocks that show the Unspoken 
Language of the Underground Railroad



Interpretative 
Panel to 

Explain the 
Quilt 

Language



Sidewalk Pavers Designed to Give the 
Impression of Railroad Tracks



Mural in Wall Tiles



Polk County – Theme Depicts the Transition 
from Iowa’s Rural to Urban Landscape



Backlit Art Panel 
with Images of 
both the 
Agricultural and 
Urban Landscape



Top-of-Iowa Welcome Center  
A Public/Private Partnership



Lower Level is the rest area and the Upper Level 
has Tourist Information and A Retail Gift Shop



Top-of-Iowa Welcome Center

• Designed, built and maintained by a private 
entity.

• Located at an interchange and serves both 
directions of traffic.

• DOT participated in the construction funding 
and pays a portion of the annual maintenance 
costs.

• Contains commercial store.
• Is signed as an official interstate rest area.
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