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2012 survey results released for desert bighorn sheep on the Kofa NWR 
Populations remain low, management agencies’ concern is still high 

 
YUMA, Ariz. — The recently completed survey of the desert bighorn sheep population on the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Kofa National Wildlife Refuge in southwestern Arizona resulted 

in a population estimate of 428 sheep (95% confidence interval of 376 – 492).  The survey 

estimate is up slightly from the 2010 survey estimate of 402 sheep, and is the highest estimate 

since the 2007 survey.  
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The apparent increase in the population size is not statistically significant, however, and 

biologists’ analysis of the past six surveys indicates no significant decline or improvement to the 

herd’s population. Wildlife management agencies remain concerned about the low population 

levels on the refuge compared to the estimated 812 animals of the 2000 survey. The U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD) have jointly 

conducted Kofa bighorn sheep surveys since 1981.  
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Once a very robust population, the size of the herd on the refuge has dropped significantly 

since 2000. Wildlife experts attribute the decline to a variety of potential factors including 

drought, predation, water availability, disease and human disturbance. Due to the significance of 

this sheep population, the USFWS and AGFD have instituted a comprehensive management 

program that addresses the suspected causes of the population’s decline.  Predation 

management, water improvement and disease monitoring are some of the ongoing projects. 

For the past 50 years, the Kofa has been an important source of desert bighorn sheep for the 

restoration and maintenance of bighorn populations across Arizona and throughout the 

southwestern United States, including New Mexico, Colorado, and Texas.  

An extensive web site dedicated to the Kofa NWR bighorn sheep is available at 

www.azgfd.gov/kofa.  Launched in November 2007, everything from the latest updates, 

background information, frequently asked questions, past press releases, active management 

activities and more can be found at this one-stop resource center. 
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The mission of the Arizona Game and Fish Department is to conserve, enhance, and restore Arizona's diverse 
wildlife resources and habitats through aggressive protection and management programs, and to provide wildlife 
resources and safe watercraft and off-highway vehicle recreation for the enjoyment, appreciation, and use by present 
and future generations. The department prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, 
disability in its programs and activities. If anyone believes they have been discriminated against in any Game and 
Fish program or activity, including its employment practices, the individual may file a complaint alleging discrimination 
directly with the Game and Fish Deputy Director, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phx., AZ 85086, (602) 942-3000 or 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Dr., Ste. 130, Arlington, VA 22203. If you require this document in an 
alternative format, please contact the Game and Fish Deputy Director as listed above or by calling TTY at 1-800-367-
8939. 

 

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, 
wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and trusted 
partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural 
resources, dedicated professionals, and commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the 
people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov. Connect with our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/usfws, 
follow our tweets at www.twitter.com/usfwshq, watch our YouTube Channel at http://www.youtube.com/usfws and 
download photos from our Flickr page at http://www.flickr.com/photos/usfwshq. 
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