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					WORLD'S AIR FORCES 
Azores, have been updated with modern 
avionics and AIM-9 Sidewinders to fill the gap 
until the advent of a new fighter. Strike and 
attack duties are the task of the A-7P Corsair Is 
flown by Esquadra 302 and 304 at Monte Real. 
The Hercules operated by Esq. 501 are 
currently assigned to a number of roles includ 
ing transport, maritime patrol, SAR, and VIP 
transport. 
Type No Role 
G-91R-3/R4 
G-91T 
A-7P Corsair II 
TA-7P Corsair II 
P-3P Orion 
T-38A Talon 
T-33A/RT-33A 
T-37C 
DHC-1 Chipmunk 
Epsilon 
Fournier RF-10 
C-130H Hercules 
C-212 Aviocar 
C-212B Aviocar 
Falcon 20 
Reims FTB337/F337 
SA.330C Puma 
Alouette III 
49 
10 
37 
6 
6" 
12 
14/1 
24 
29 
18" 
2 
5 
18 
4 
3 
32 
10 
26 
Int/Attack 
Training 
Strike/Attack 
Training 
MR/ASW 
Training 
Train/Recce 
Training 
Training 
Training 
Training 
Trans/MR/SAR 
Trans/SAR/Trng 
Survey 
VIP/Calib 
Coin/Recce/Trng 
Transport/SAR 
Utility 
** On order 
Qatar 
Qatar Emiri Air Force A small but oil-rich 
Gulf state, Qatar has a potent combat force of 
Mirage F-ls, Alpha Jets, and Hunters. Addi 
tional Mirage F.ls may be included in a new 
defence co-operation agreement signed with 
France in mid-1987. Unconfirmed reports indi 
cate that four of the eight Commando 3s and 
the Super Pumas will be armed with AM.39 
Exocets for anti-shipping roles. The Lynx 28s 
liaise with the Police Air Wing, which has its 
own SA.341 Gazelles. 
Type No Role 
Mirage F-1E/B 12/2 Int/Attack/Trng 
Alpha Jet 6 Attack/Train 
Hunter FGA.78/T.79 2/1 FGA/Training 
AS.332F Super Puma 6 Transport 
Commando 2A/2C/3 3/1/8 Transport/VIP 
Whirlwind Srs.3 2 Transport 
Lynx 28 3 Liaison/SAR 
SA.341 G/SA.342L Gazelle 2/3 Police/Liaison 
Romania 
Fortele Aeriene ale Republicii Socialiste 
Romania Compared with her Warsaw Pact 
allies, Romania maintains a small air force. The 
service is about 34,000 strong, of whom some 
10,000 are conscripts on 16-month induction. 
The FARSR is organised into two air divisions, 
centred on Bucharest and Cluj military 
districts, each of which has two combat regi 
ments. The Iasi district relies upon the Soviet 
15th Air Army for support. At present the 12 
Romanian air defence squadrons operate MiG-
21s and MiG-23s, while the two ground-attack 
regiments have MiG-17s, although these are 
slowly being displaced by the introduction into 
service of the joint Jugoslav/Romanian IAR-93 
Orao. Some 200 IAR-93 Oraos are required, 
including those to be fitted with a locally 
designed afterburner. About 50 are thought to 
have been built, but delays in production of the 
licence manufactured Viper engines have 
slowed down deliveries of the aircraft. Soviet 
Su-20s may have to be acquired to expedite the 
replacement of the ageing MiG-17s, in view of 
the Orao's slow progress. 
An unknown quantity of IAR-317 Airfox 
attack helicopters, developed from the 
Type No Role 
MiG-23 Flogger 50+ Int 
MiG-21 Fishbed/Mongol 150/15 Int/Training 
MiG-17 Fresco 70 Attack 
IAR-93A/B Orao 35/165'Attac
II-28 Beagle 18 Recce/ECM 
MiG-15UTI Midget 30+ Training 
L-29 Delfin 60 Training 
IAR-823 40 Training 
Yak-18Max 25+ Training 
IAR-28M 10" Training 
An-24 Coke 10 Transport 
An-26 Curl 6 Transport 
An-30 Clank 3 Photo survey 
11-14 Crate  Transport 
11-18 Coot 2 Transport 
Tu-154 Careless 1 VIP 
Boeing 707-320 2 VIP 
An-2 Colt 10 Utility 
IAR-330 Puma 90* Transport 
Mi-8 Hip 20 Transport 
Mi-4 Hound 10 Utility/SAR 
Mi-2 Hoplite 6+ Liaison 
IAR-316 Alouette III 45 Anti-tank 
IAR-317 Airfox 12+* Attack 
* Delivery in progress 
Qatari Aerospatiale SA.342L Gazelles scout for AMX-30S main battle tanks 
Alouette, are supplementing anti-tank Alouette 
Ills, while IAR-built Pumas are replacing all of 
the Soviet helicopter types. The first batch of 
IAR-28Ms, ordered to replace the Yak-18s, 
have been delivered, and an indigenous 
advanced trainer, the IAR-99, has been 
designed to supersede the L-29 Delfin. 
Rwanda 
Force Aerienne Rwandaise Plans to acquire 
armed jet trainers have been frustrated twice by 
funding limitations, first forcing the cancel 
lation of an order for MB.326s in 1972, and 
later, in 1975, causing the order for three 
CM.170 Magisters to lapse. Consequently, the 
FAR remains a transport and liaison force, its 
only armed aircraft being two Rallye 235 Guer-
riers which carry light weapons for Coin duties. 
A second Noratlas was donated by France in 
September 1986. 
Type No Role 
Rallye 235 Guerrier 
N.2501F Noratlas 
Caravelle III 
BN-2A Islander 
SA.342L Gazelle 
Aloutte III 
2 
2 
1 
2 
6 
7 
Coin 
Transport 
VIP 
Comms 
Liaison 
Liaison 
Saudi Arabia 
Royal Saudi Air Force First deliveries 
against the 134-aircraft order placed with Brit 
ish Aerospace in 1985 took place in 1986, when 
the initial batch of Tornado IDS arrived in 
Saudi Arabia. These have, been followed by 
PC-9s, Hawks and the two Jetstream 31 
Tornado systems trainers. A large US defence 
equipment package, including an additional 12 
F-15s, Bell 406 Combat Scouts and UH-60 heli 
copters, was blocked by Congress in mid-1987. 
Qualified approval appeared to be imminent in 
mid-October 1987, with the F-15s to be held in 
US storage until required to replace attrition. 
The RSAF currently has eight combat units, 
with 5 Squadron at Taif (King Fahd AB), 6 
Squadron at Khamis Mushayt (King Khaled 
AB), and 13 Squadron at Dhahran (King Abdul 
Aziz AB) all flying the F-15 Eagle, while 
F-5E/Fs are used by 3 and 10 Squadrons at 
Taif, 15 Squadron at Khamis Mushayt, and 17 
Squadron at Tabuk. The latter unit also has 
RF-5E Tigereyes for tactical reconnaissance. 
An additional combat squadron is No. 7 at 
Dhahran, equipped with Tornado IDS. Train 
ing is undertaken by the King Fasal Air Acad 
emy at Riyadh, which has four squadrons, 
No. 2 with Hawks, PC-9s and Jetstreams; No. 8 
with Cessna 172s; and Nos. 9 and 11 with 
Strikemasters. Transport units include 4 
Squadron with C-130s and KV-107s at Jeddah; 
12 and 14 Squadrons with AB.205/206 and 
AB.212s respectively based at Taif;' and 16 
Squadron, again with C-130s, at Riyadh. The 
E-3A/KE-3A operator is 18 Squadron. No. 1 
Squadron is the Royal Flight, and operates a 
varied fleet of VIP-configured transports from 
Riyadh. 
An initial order for some 90 helicopters is still 
awaited from the separate Army Aviation Corps 
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