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In 1865, Prussian-born artist Nicola
Marschall painted this full-length,
posthumous portrait of a Civil War
officer of the Confederate Army,
First Lieutenant J. Mack Walker. The
Museum acquired this work as a gift
of Mr. and Mrs. Hopson Owen In
1938.

Museum staff members researched this
painting—the artist and sitter for over ten
years, utilizing both scholarly resources as
well as local and family histories. This
presentation documents a 2010 exhibition
il which established connections between
W the artist, the subject's family and their
J ancestral home, Cedar Grove near

First Lieutenant J. Mack Walker, C.S.A. 1865 Faunsdale, Alabama.
Oil on canvas




Nicola Marschall
Self Portrait, 1867, Oil on canvas
The First White House of the Confederacy
Courtesy of The White House Association of Alabama
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NICOLA MARSCHALL

THE ARTIST

Born on March 16 1829, in St. Wendel, Rhenish, Prussia
(now Germany), Nicola Marschall came to America at age
20.  Exempt from military service in Prussia and
disinterested in the family wine and tobacco business,
Marschall traveled to Rome, Florence, Naples, Paris,
London, Berlin, Dusseldort and Munich to pursue his
musical and art interests before landing in the port city of
New Orleans, Louisiana. Marschall then made his way to
Mobile, Alabama where he had a close relative with whom
he could stay. In 1851, Marschall traveled to Marion,
Alabama where he began teaching painting, music, French
and German at The Marion Female Seminary, and in 1865,
married Martha Eliza “Mattie” Marshall a former Seminary
student.

Sometime before 1857, Marschall developed a relationship
with the Charles Walker family at Cedar Grove, apparently
through one of Walker’s three sons. For portrait painters in
the nineteenth century in out-of-the way locales in rural
Alabama, relationships with patrons such as Charles Walker
were critical, not just for financial support, but for
connections to other wealthy families who might utilize the
artist’s services.

Marschall briefly served in the Confederate Army as a
private in 1862 and again in 1864, serving as a draftsman
in Company B of the Confederate Engineers under
Lieutenant Colonel Samuel H. Lockett until the end of the
war in 1865.
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http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?id=h-1134
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?id=h-1794
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?id=h-2151
http://www.archives.alabama.gov/marschall/seminary.html

Marschall resumed painting portraits in 1865, as the
First Lieutenant J. Mack Walker, C.S.A. portrait in the
MMFA’s collection is signed and dated that year. There
are four documented portraits of members of the
Walker family.

In 1873, the Marschalls moved to Louisville, Kentucky at
the suggestion of Major Jabez Currie a wealthy planter
and close friend who felt that the opportunity for portrait
commissions might be greater in Kentucky than the war
ravaged Canebrake of Alabama. Marschall had a studio
in Louisville until his death in 1917. He was awarded
medals for his work as a portraitist from several state
competitions and from the first official World’s Fair in
the United States, the International Exhibition of Art,
Manufactures and Products of the Soil and Mine in
Philadelphia in 1876.

Today, Marschall’s portraits can be found in homes and
institutions of the Deep South where they are treasured
for their documentation of family heritage and in
museums where they educate viewers on nineteenth-
century regional portraiture. Following are documents
related to the life and career of Marschall.

THE ARTIST
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Nicola Marschall
Self Portrait, 1893, Oil on canvas
Courtesy of
Alabama Department of Archives and History
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Odalisque, 1852

Oil on canvas

Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts
Gift of Mrs. George Tannenbaum
1969. 0077




RECEIPT
TO
CHARLES
WALKER

NICOLA MARSCHALL
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AWARD WINNING ARTIST
NICOLA MARSCHALL

WISCONSIN STATE AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY 1868

Inscribed:
Awarded to
Nicola Marschall
Madison Wisconsin
for best
Portraits in Oil
Exhibition
1868
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AWARD WINNING ARTIST
NICOLA MARSCHALL

THE CENTENNIAL
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION
PHILADELPHIA 1876
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Silver Medal Awarded for portraiture to
Nicola Marschall
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THE WALKER FAMILY CHARLES WALKER

MARGARET JEMISON WALKER

FIRST LIEUTENANT MIMS WALKER

FIRST LIEUTENANT J. MACK WALKER

One indicator of the wealth and prominence
of the Walker Family at Cedar Grove is the

existence of multiple family portraits painted
by the itinerant portraitist, Nicola Marschall.

TO MOVE TO
REMAINING
WALKER FAMILY
Nicola Marschall MEMBERS CLICK

Charles Walker, 1855 ON NAMES

Oil on canvas ABOVE

Courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. George McKee
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THE WALKER FAMILY

In addition to First Lieutenant J. Mack Walker, Charles
and Margaret had two other sons, David and Mims and
two daughters, Sallie and Margaret.




CHARLES WALKER

MARGARET JEMISON WALKER

FIRST LIEUTENANT MIMS WALKER

FIRST LIEUTENANT J. MACK WALKER

Mims Walker carried this
drawing of his mother
Margaret with him during
the Civil War.

(artist unknown)
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CHARLES WALKER

THE WALKER FAMILY

MARGARET JEMISON WALKER

FIRST LIEUTENANT MIMS WALKER

FIRST LIEUTENANT J. MACK WALKER

Confederate uniform worn by Mims
Walker at his wedding to Mary Gray Pitts
in July 1864. During this time he served
under General Evander M. Law, who
commanded the 4" Alabama.

Nicola Marschall
First Lieutenant Mims
Walker, C.S.A., (detail)
1864
QOil on canvas
Courtesy of Mr. and
Mrs. George McKee



John Marshall (J. Mack) Walker was born in Pulaski
County, Georgla on August 4, 1840, the son of Charles
and Margaret Walker. His mother died mn 1845 and n
1852 he moved with his father and stepmother to
Marengo County, Alabama. During the Civil War he
rose to the rank of first Lieutenant in Company D, 36"
Alabama Infantry. He died on May 24, 1864 from a
leg wound. His brother David Walker brought his
remains back to Uniontown, Alabama where he
was buried on May 27%.

Intended as a memorial, this portrait hung in
the Walker family home at Cedar Grove
plantation for many years. The composition of
the work suggests that it was most likely
based wupon a photograph using the
daguerreotype or similar process. Walker
certainly knew the artist, as Marschall had
lived with the Walker family at Cedar Grove
over a period of years acting as a tutor to the
family’s two younger children, daughters Sallie
and Margaret. As photography progressed
formal portraits such as this became less
common even for wealthy members of society.

TO VIEW LETTERS FROM THE FRONT
AND FROM HOME CLICK NEXT
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LETTER

THE WALKER FAMILY
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LETTER

THE WALKER FAMILY

PREVIOUS HOME



PREVIOUS HOME NEXT



THE WALKER FAMILY GATHERS ON THE PORTICO ROOF OF
THE CEDAR GROVE PLANTATION HOUSE, CIRCA 1900.
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CEDAR GROVE PLANTATION

” |m||1| i ;mm .m ||t| || ||1|| | | “ml

w



L i

R R
aar

sl Ry l"i',.
L2Le

Y ;"l"lli"

;' & - — — -
T B

The 2010 exhibition Nicola Marschall and the Walker Family at Cedar Grove
Plantation: A Mid-Nineteenth-Century Painter in West Alabama and this
online project serve as a visual summation of an important part of Alabama
history in the mid-nineteenth century, documenting this time period through
art, architecture, cultural artifacts and manuscripts. The starting point was
a single portrait, which has given contextual meaning by the wealth of
historical data collected by researchers over the past ten years. Thus, the
painting becomes an important primary source document, both as an
example of nineteenth-century portraiture, as well as a record of material
culture at the time of the Civil War.

The exhibition was conceived and curated by Alice Carter, who served as
the Museum’s librarian from 1987 to 2010. She utilized research by a
number of former Museum staff, Kapelanski scholars, and scholars of
State and local history. The online presentation was designed and
implemented in the summer of 2010 by Catherine Wright and Courtney
Border.

The Museum expresses 1its sincere appreciation to
the descendents of the Walker Family, Thomas The information and
Lide Allison, the First White House of the images in t?is
Confederacy and the Alabama Department of presentation are intended
. . ) 1 ) . for educational use only,
Archives and History for their participation in the and no other use is
project as lenders to the exhibition as well as intended or authorized.

providers of documentation, photography and Please direct any
silier daia questions or comments to

info@mmfa.org.
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