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It is my very great pleasure to welcome you to the LGA’s 2011 Conference and 
General Meeting.

Our conference comes at a very interesting and important time, in the light of 
recent events.

In the last 5 months Australia and other ‘Pacific Rim’ countries have experienced 
a series of natural disasters. These include flooding and storm damage in 
Queensland, South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales and the Northern Territory; 
bushfires in Western Australia; and of course the tragic earthquakes in both New 
Zealand and Japan.

These disasters have highlighted just how vulnerable our infrastructure and our 
societies are to the forces of nature. They have also shone the spotlight on the very 
important role which Local, State, and National Governments play in planning and 
designing infrastructure, meeting growth and energy needs, and leading recovery 
efforts in times of emergency.

However, coping with emergency management and responding to natural 
disasters is just one piece of a very complex puzzle. 

There are a wide range of environmental, social and economic factors which 
together contribute to the establishment of healthy and vibrant communities. The 
goal for Councils is to plan and foster the development of communities which will 
prosper, adapt to future challenges and changes, and provide residents with a high 
quality of life at an affordable cost.

As always, Councils will be under close scrutiny from electors, the business sector, 
lobby groups, the media, other spheres of government and the wider community, 

to ensure that sustainable practices are adopted and the interests of future 
generations are not compromised.

This conference aims to explore the roles Councils play in future growth 
(or lack of growth) in their areas. We will consider the changing political 
landscape and governance issues, as well as the challenges associated 
with community engagement, water security, energy needs, regional 
development, and natural resources, among others.

We have gathered speakers from across Australia and internationally to 
help us focus on these issues, and I am sure they will inform, challenge and 

excite us with new possibilities and opportunities.

As always, there will be plenty of time to network with your Local Government 
colleagues from around South Australia. I urge you to make the most of this 

opportunity to consider and discuss the future of our State, and our sector.

 Mayor Felicity-ann Lewis
LGA President

president’s WeLCoMe
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Local Government Finance Authority of South Australia, 16 Hutt Street, Adelaide  SA  5000

8223 1550 
(Adelaide metro)  

1800 188 045
 (Free for country callers) 

Robert Hardy  
Manager Treasury

Ryan Easton  
Manager Lending

Paul Slater  
CEO

Benefits + Advantages  
= Your Finance Authority

Since 1984 we have lead the way with flexible, 

rewarding and risk-free financial solutions for 

South Australian Local Government.

LGFA Financial Services offers a range of packages 

that maximise the financial advantages whether 

your Council is looking to borrow, invest or both. 

Discovering just how beneficial a tailored 

financial package can be is as simple as picking up 

the phone. What’s more our expert advice is free 

for members so, why wait?

To discuss your requirements with one of  

our financial specialists call:
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8.10am Registration & Arrival Tea/Coffee Foyer 5
8.55am MC Introduction 

Graeme Goodings
Hall D

9.00am Welcome to Country
Aunty Josie Agius, Kaurna Elder

Hall D

9.05am LGA President Welcome
Mayor Felicity-ann Lewis

Hall D

9.10am A Hard Year’s Labour
Dr Keith Suter

Hall D

10.00am From Across the Ditch - Local Government Reform in New Zealand 
Lawrence Yule , Hastings Mayor and LGNZ President 

Hall D

10.45am Morning Tea Halls B & C
11.15am ACELG Report on Local Government Reform in Australia

Graham Sansom
Hall D

12 noon Panel Discussion Hall D
12.30pm Lunch 

Launch of  ‘Environmental Calculator’ and Presentation of Public & Environmental Health 
Council Awards

Hall E

2.00pm South Australia’s Demographic Landscape and the Challenges for 
Local Government
Graeme Hugo

Hall D

2.45pm Collaborative Consumption: Building Strong, Sustainable Communities
Rachel Botsman

Hall D

3.30pm Afternoon Tea Halls B & C
4.00pm The Tension Between Growth and Sustainability

Jon Dee
Hall D

4.45pm Close Hall D
6.30pm Pre-dinner Drinks Foyer 1
7.00pm LGA Conference Dinner Hall E

dAy 1 - thursday 28 April 2011
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8.15am Registration & Coffee Foyer 5
9.00am LGA President Welcome

Mayor Felicity-ann Lewis
Hall D

9.05am Keeping the Lights On - the Irrefutable 
Case for Nuclear Energy
Ben Heard

Hall D

10.00am LGA General Meeting Hall D
10.30am Morning Tea Halls B & C
10.45am LGA General Meeting Continues

Declaration of Presidential and State Executive Committee Election Results at the 
conclusion of the General Meeting

Hall D

1.00pm Closing Lunch Hall E
2.30pm Close Hall E

dAy 2 - Friday 29 April 2011

At a Glance
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8.10am Registration & Arrival Tea/Coffee
8.55am MC Introduction 

Graeme Goodings

9.00am Welcome to Country
Aunty Josie Agius, Kaurna Elder

9.05am LGA President Welcome
Mayor Felicity-ann Lewis

9.10am A Hard Year’s Labour
Dr Keith Suter

This session is intended to set the scene for the speakers to follow. Dr Suter will outline Australia’s recent political 
‘landscape’, and consider what challenges the future may hold for Local Government in the context of National 
and State political trends.

10.00am From Across the Ditch - Local Government Reform in New Zealand 
District Council of Hastings Mayor and LGNZ President, Lawrence Yule

Mayor Yule will provide delegates with a fascinating international perspective on Local Government Reform, 
sharing his experiences on recent changes to New Zealand Councils, both as a Council Mayor and as the 
President of Local Government New Zealand.

10.45am Morning Tea
11.15am ACELG Report on Local Government Reform in Australia

Graham Sansom

As co-author of the recently completed report by the Australian Centre 
of Excellence in Local Government on ‘Options for Consolidation in Local 
Government’, Graham Sansom is uniquely placed to provide a perspective 
on the pros and cons of Council amalgamations, shared services, and 
related topics.

12 noon Panel Discussion 
Mayor Lawrence Yule and Graham Sansom – facilitated by Wendy Campana

So what does all this mean for South Australia? What are 
the likely outcomes and implications for South Australian 
Councils of the topics covered by earlier speakers?

dAy 1
thursday 28 April 2011
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12.30pm Conference Lunch 
- Launch of ‘Environmental Calculator’
- Presentation of Public & Environmental Health Council Awards 

2.00pm South Australia’s Demographic Landscape and the Challenges 
for Local Government
Graeme Hugo

In this session we move from the international, national and state trends we explored 
earlier, to an examination of what the future holds for South Australian regions and Councils 
in regards to growth and demographic trends. 

2.45pm Collaborative Consumption: Building Strong, Sustainable Communities
Rachel Botsman
 
This session will explore how social technologies are providing new opportunities for 
governments to interact with communities.  It will illustrate how empowered citizens can 
help solve problems within local communities and will highlight the role of Councils in 
supporting them.

3.30pm Afternoon Tea
4.00pm The Tension Between Growth and Sustainability

Jon Dee

In this session we will consider the balancing act between growth and economic and 
environmental sustainability, including opportunities and ideas for Councils to 
promote sustainable development and practices in their communities.

4.45pm Close

dAy 1 ContinUed
thursday 28 April 2011

ConFerenCe proGrAM
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Become a 
WaterWise Council 

and keep feeling 
good about water.

Everyone has a part to 
play in helping to save 
water by using it wisely.
One way your local 
community members 
can feel good 
about water is by 
joining WaterWise 
Communities 
– a partnership 
initiative of the State 
Government and the 
Local Government 
Association.

Households, businesses 
and community groups 
within participating 
council areas are 
able to register to 
join WaterWise 
Communities and 
collect a free  
WaterWise kit. 

The kit will help them 
to conserve South 
Australia’s most 
precious resource to 
ensure we all have 
Water for Good. 

Most of South 
Australia’s local 
councils have already 
joined the WaterWise 
Communities initiative.

Join WaterWise 
Communities today
To join as a participating 
council contact the 
Local Government 
Association on  
8224 2000.

To find out more  
about WaterWise 
Communities visit  
waterforgood.sa.gov.au



6.30pm Pre-dinner Drinks
7.00pm LGA Conference Dinner

The Conference Dinner is always a highlight and provides an excellent opportunity for networking, a chance to 
relax and to digest the information provided during the day.

Enjoy a three-course meal together with some great South Australian wines and entertainment by 
‘perceptionist’, Tom Berger. 

Recognition of Long-Standing Council Members

Local Government Certificates of Service will this year be presented to currently serving Council Members who 
have served their communities and Local Government for more than 20 years.

Recognition of Assistance to Queensland Disaster Relief Program

LGA Certificates will be presented to staff from a number of South Australian Councils, in recognition of their 
recent support of disaster relief efforts in Queensland.

We gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the Adelaide City Council, Barossa Council, District Council 
of Grant, City of Marion, Naracoorte Lucindale Council, City of Onkaparinga and City of Tea Tree 
Gully, in making members of their staff available for this important relief work.

Entertainment
Mind Games – What is Real and What is Unreal
Tom Berger, Perceptionist

This session promises to provide a fascinating and entertaining insight into human 
behaviour. Tom will make extensive use of audience participation as he challenges our 
pre-conceptions about what is possible.
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LGA ConFerenCe dinner
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The John Legoe Award will be presented by Mrs Gayle Legoe at the Conference 
Dinner.  The Award recognises the commitment to personal development, community 
service, involvement in promoting Local Government and communities, by current 
serving Council Members.  A former LGA President, Cr John Legoe passed away in 
December 2005.  He was a strong supporter of, and gave encouragement to, people 
(particularly younger people) nominating and participating in Local Government.  
He was an advocate for improved education, training and development of Council 
Members as community leaders and representatives.  This Award was established by 
the LGA in honour of his own exemplary performance as a community leader over 
many years.  The Award is presented annually.



Environment Protection Authority
and local government...

The EPA supports local 
government with:

• support and advice for   
 authorised officers

•  authorised officer training

•  guidelines, Codes of   
 Practice and fact sheets

•  an illegal dumping protocol

•  development assessment  
 advice

•  an auditor register

working together to 
protect the environment.



8.15am Registration & Arrival Tea/Coffee
9.00am LGA President Welcome

Mayor Felicity-ann Lewis

9.05am Keeping the Lights On - the Irrefutable Case for Nuclear Energy
Ben Heard 

Ben is a staunch environmentalist who has come to the inescapable conclusion that nuclear energy offers the 
best hope for the planet’s future energy needs. This session will provide a controversial insight into the case for 
and against nuclear energy, as well as some other challenges about future growth for Councils to consider.

10.00am LGA General Meeting
10.30am Morning Tea
10.45am LGA General Meeting Continues 

Declaration of Presidential and State Executive Committee Election Results at the conclusion of the General 
Meeting.

1.00pm Closing Lunch 
Sponsor Business Card Draws

2.30pm Close

dAy 2
Friday 29 April 2011
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speAKer proFiLes

Graeme Goodings is a well known news presenter for SAS 7 in Adelaide.  Graeme has had a long 
and successful career in the media in three states.  His knowledge of local and national issues and 
his relaxed and friendly style make him the right choice as MC for this conference.  

Dr Keith Suter is a foremost speaker on global issues, as well as a highly regarded economic and 
social commentator, strategic planner, conference speaker, futurist, author and broadcaster.  Keith 
is also Channel 7’s “Sunrise” program foreign affairs editor.

Mayor Lawrence Yule has been Mayor of Hastings District in New Zealand since 2001 and is 
currently the President of Local Government New Zealand.  Lawrence has first hand experience of 
Local Government reform and related issues “across the ditch”.

Graham Sansom is a Professor at the University of Technology Sydney, and Director of the UTS 
Centre for Local Government and the Australian Centre of Excellence for Local Government.  
Graham was formerly CEO of the Australian Local Government Association.

Graeme Hugo has research interests in population issues in Australia and South East Asia, 
especially migration. He is the author of over three hundred books, articles in scholarly journals 
and chapters in books, as well as a large number of conference papers and reports.  

Rachel Botsman writes, consults, and speaks on the power of collaboration and sharing through 
networks, and on topics related to technology and innovation. She is an inspiring speaker and has 
presented at a number of international and high profile events. 

Jon Dee is the founder of Planet Ark. Jon is currently Director of the Australian sustainability 
organisation “Do Something”.  He has directed and produced over 350 environmentally focussed TV 
and radio adverts, and has worked as a presenter on Foxtel and Channel 9.  

Tom Berger has studied human behaviour for over 15 years and can determine what people are 
thinking purely by watching and interacting with them.  Tom challenges his audiences to question 
what is real and what is possible using extensive audience participation.

Ben Heard is the founding Director of ThinkClimate Consulting, and a leading practitioner in 
climate change and environmental decision making.  Despite his environmental background, Ben 
regards nuclear power as a central platform to effective climate change response.  
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The LGA is proud to advise that:

•	 	The	Conference	brochure	and	program	are	printed	on	mega	recycled	silk.	 	This	contains	FSC	(Forest	
Stewardship Council) certified mixed sources; 50% recycled post consumer waste, and 50% FSC 
certified fibre. 

•	 All	brochures	and	programs	are	printed	with	environmentally	friendly	Hy-Unity	Soy	New	ink.

•	 The	Conference	lanyards	are	made	from	recycled	Polyethylene	Terephthalate	(PET).

•	 	The	gift	baskets	presented	to	speakers	are	all	from	a	local	South	Australian	business	and	contain	only	
produce sourced from South Australia.

•	 	We	choose	only	South	Australian	wines	to	serve	at	the	Conference	lunches	and	dinner.

Ecologically Sustainable Building Initiatives 

The LGA strives to adopt an environmentally responsible approach in all its activities and is pleased to 
advise that Local Government House at 148 Frome Street, Adelaide is energy efficient, with a four and a half 
star NABERS rating. 

The building incorporates the following Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD) Initiatives: 

•	 	Electronic	building	management	system	controls	air	conditioning	and	other	mechanical	services	for	
efficiency and to minimise environmental impact.

•	 Solar	boosted	gas	hot	water	systems.

•	 Double	glazing	and	energy	efficient	lighting.

•	 	Latest	 technology	VVVF	 lifts,	which	are	 computer	 controlled	 to	minimise	energy	use	and	
waiting times.

•	 	Reflective	 foil	 laminate	 backed	 insulation	 designed	 to	 substantially	 reduce	 heat	
transmission during summer months and heat loss during winter months.

17



Our unique brand of PVCu Performance Fencing delivers in ever 
respect. It is the natural choice for parks, playgrounds, sporting 
grounds and car parks. 
 
We provide a range of fencing designs and styles, with the ability 
to custom design products to suit your requirements. 
 
Consider the benefits of Duraline Fencing for your next project 

 Lower Maintenance Costs 

 Increased Public Safety 

 Community Visual Enhancement 

 Local Service & Support  

 
38 Oborn Road, Mount Barker South Australia, 5251 Australia 

t   + 61 8 8398 3133 f   + 61 8 8398 3131 
e   sales@sterilineracing.com

www.sterilineracing.com boundaries without limits 



North Terrace, Adelaide, South Australia 5000
Telephone (61 8 ) 8212 4099  Facsimile (61 8 ) 8212 5101
sales @adelaidecc.com.au
www.adelaidecc.com.au
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1 Local Government Association
of South Australia

2 Shape Your World 

3 SEMA Group

4 ZEN Home Energy Systems 

5 Norman Waterhouse Lawyers

6 Playquip Pty Ltd

7 Department for Water 

8 Steriline Racing 

9 Environment Protection Authority

10 Local Super 

11 Replas SA 

12 Alano Water 

13 ResourceCo Pty Ltd

14 Insync Surveys 

15 Rural Solutions SA
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148 Frome Street Adelaide SA 5000

GPO Box 2693 Adelaide SA 5001  

Tel 08 8224 2000  Fax 08 8232 6336

Email lgasa@lga.sa.gov.au  Web www.lga.sa.gov.au


