
Biography of Peter J. Bickel

Peter J. Bickel

Peter Bickel h a s b een a lea d in g fi g u re in th e fi eld o f sta tistics

in th e 4 3 y ea rs sin ce h e receiv ed h is Ph .D . in S ta tistics a t th e

a g e o f 2 2 . H e is w id ely reco g n ized a s o n e o f th e g rea test sta tisti-

cia n s o f o u r tim e in a n y m etrics: b rea d th , d ep th a n d p ro d u ctiv ity .

H e h a s m a d e w id e-ra n g in g a n d fa r-rea ch in g co n trib u tio n s to th e

d iscip lin e o f sta tistics. H e h a s p io n eered th e resea rch in m a n y

sta tistica l d iscip lin es a n d h a s m a d e fu n d a m en ta l co n trib u tio n s to

m a n y a rea s in sta tistics. T h ese in clu d e ro b u st sta tistics, d ecisio n

th eo ry , sem ip a ra m etric m o d elin g , b o o tstra p , n o n p a ra m etric m o d -

elin g , m a ch in e lea rn in g , co m p u ta tio n a l b io lo g y , a n d m a n y o th er

a rea s (e.g . tra n sp o rta tio n a n d g en o m ics) w h ere sta tistics a n d

q u a n tita tiv e a p p ro a ch es p la y a n im p o rta n t ro le. H is ex cep tio n a l

reco rd o f resea rch a cco m p lish m en t is ev id en ced b y h is ex cep tio n a lly m a n y p u b lica tio n s in

th e v ery to p ra n kin g jo u rn a ls in th e fi eld o f sta tistics. H is scien tifi c fi n d in g s h a v e stro n g ly

resh a p ed sta tistica l th in kin g , m eth o d o lo g ica l d ev elo p m en t, th eo retica l stu d ies, a n d d a ta

a n a ly sis. H is resea rch h a s stro n g ly in fl u en ced th e d ev elo p m en t o f o th er q u a n tita tiv e d is-

cip lin es su ch a s en g in eerin g , eco n o m ics, fi n a n ce, co m p u ta tio n a l b io lo g y , p u b lic h ea lth ,

a m o n g o th ers.

Bickel’s w id e-ra n g in g a n d fa r-rea ch in g co n trib u tio n s to sta tistics h a v e b een sig n ifi -

ca n tly reco g n ized in tern a tio n a lly b y n u m ero u s a w a rd s a n d h o n o rs. T h ese in clu d es th e

fi rst recip ien t o f T h e C O PS S Presid en ts A w a rd in 1 9 8 0 , a n d T h e W a ld L ectu rer in 1 9 8 0 .

H is w o rk h a s a lso b een g rea tly reco g n ized o u tsid e th e sta tistica l p ro fessio n . T h ese in clu d e

h is Jo h n D . a n d C a th erin e T . M a cA rth u r F o u n d a tio n F ello w sh ip in 1 9 8 4 , G u g g en h eim ,

N A T O , M iller F ello w sh ip s, a n d h is electio n to th e A m erica n A ca d em y fo r A rts a n d S cien ces

in 1 9 8 5 , th e N a tio n a l A ca d em y o f S cien ces in 1 9 8 5 , R o y a l N eth erla n d s A ca d em y o f A rts

a n d S cien ces in 1 9 9 5 . H e w a s a lso h o n o red th e (U C -Berkeley ) C h a n cello r’s d istin g u ish ed

p ro fesso r (1 9 9 6 -1 9 9 9 ).

Pro fesso r Bickel is a stro n g p ro fessio n a l lea d er. H e h a s p ro v id ed stro n g lea d ersh ip

a t a ll lev els, fro m h is en th u sia stic a d m in istra tiv e serv ices to Berkeley a s th e d ep a rtm en t

ch a irm a n (7 6 – 7 9 , 9 3– 9 8 ), d irecto r o f sta tistica l la b o ra to ry (8 7 -9 2 ), to a d ea n (tw ice) o f th e

Ph y sica l S cien ces a n d m a n y o th er im p o rta n t co m m ittees; fro m p ro fessio n a l serv ices su ch

a s th e Presid en t o f T h e In stitu te o f M a th em a tica l S ta tistics (1 9 8 0 – 1 9 8 2 ), th e p resid en t

o f T h e Bern o u lli S o ciety (1 9 9 1 – 1 9 9 3), a n d th e Bo a rd o f T ru stee o f N a tio n a l In stitu te o f

S ta tistics (1 9 9 1 — ) to th e n a tio n a l lev el su ch a s v a rio u s lea d in g p o sitio n s in th e N a tio n a l

A ca d em y o f S cien ces, N a tio n a l R esea rch C o u n cil, C o u n cil o f S cien tifi c A d v iso rs a n d th e

A m erica n A sso cia tio n fo r th e A d v a n cem en t o f S cien ce.
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