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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict

December 27, 2008:December 27, 2008: Day OneDay One

• Istanbul Police Chief orders extra security for all Jewish 

premises in the city

– Full cooperation with Community Leadership & extra measures 

extended to all premises 

• Immediate demonstrations in the city

– Israeli Consulate General hounded by protesters

– Continuous 7/24 protests tolerated by police 

• First week :harsh criticism against Israel by PM and 

escalating anti-Semitism in press 
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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict

Highlights from the PMHighlights from the PM’’s Speechess Speeches

• I am not an anti-Semite, this is not in my book.....Israel is 

killing Muslims

• Allah will punish Israel for attacking 

Hamas....Jerusalem’s actions will lead to its own 

destruction

• Anti-Semitism is not acceptable.....Media supported by 

Jews is misrepresenting Gaza (against articles correctly 

depicting the Gaza problem)

• After saying words of support for Turkish Jews..... Israel 

should be banned from the UN
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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict

Highlights from Fundamentalist PressHighlights from Fundamentalist Press

• Cruelty of Israel

• Praying for a world without Israel

• Threatening Chief Rabbi to condemn Israel

• Gaza operation = Holocaust

• Time for the Rabbinate to leave the country

• Jews, cursed nation; feed with blood

• Carnage of Jews

• Turkish Jews invited by Ottomans are traitors

• Jew = Terrorist
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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict

Highlights from ActionsHighlights from Actions

• Defacing Synagogue in Izmir – “Killer Israel”

• Police asked Izmir community to close all synagogues 

but one

• Defacing Synagogue in Istanbul

• Jewish shop in business district – hanging poster asking 

people not to buy from there

• Propagating messages with names of most prominent 

Jewish doctors – with order to kill in retribution to Gaza

• Propagating list of Jewish companies, local and 

international; with the instruction to boycott them
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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict

•Basketball & Volleyball Matches with 
Israeli teams either cancelled or played 
with no spectators while hundreds of 
protesters shouted outside:

•“Give us the Jews”

•Muslim Police; don’t protect Jews”

•“Let us cut them”
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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict

Highlights from Actions II.Highlights from Actions II.

• Message asking Muslims to stop working with Jews, with 

the intention of squeezing the Jews out of the system and 

the country

• Some clients of Jewish businesses withdraw their orders, 

and some boycott Israeli origin goods

• Physical attack on Jewish soldier in military service; 

• Commander of the base immediately punished the 

perpetrator and took Jewish soldier under his support

• Students of different ages facing verbal abuse, being 

ostracized or in few cases physically assaulted 
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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict

Billboards with Municipality Supported PostersBillboards with Municipality Supported Posters

You cannot be You cannot be 

the child of Moses.the child of Moses.

You will not murder 

(Torah, Exodus 20:13)
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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict

Billboards together with Apartment Size BannersBillboards together with Apartment Size Banners

This does not exist This does not exist 

in your book either.in your book either.

Because I am your G_d, I like justice and 
hate unfairness. (Torah, Yehoshua 61:8)
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•• Collect money to send to GazaCollect money to send to Gaza: each student to be given an 

envelope and money will be put in sealed, name written.....

• Further notice to all schools: 1 minute of silence1 minute of silence for the 

children killed in Gazachildren killed in Gaza, and contest of essays & paintings 

about Gaza to be organized in all schools in preparation for a 

countrywide project.

• TJC contacted some officials explaining that this was 

dangerous and would create hatred against Jewish 

students; 

• The project was canceled and the Minister said it was 

dropped because they realized it could create antisemitism in 

schools.

Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict

Ministry of Education orders schools in Turkey to:Ministry of Education orders schools in Turkey to:
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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict

Israelis and Americans Cannot EnterIsraelis and Americans Cannot Enter

Some restaurants and Some restaurants and 

small hotels in Istanbul small hotels in Istanbul 

and other places refused and other places refused 

to serve or accept to serve or accept 

Jewish clientsJewish clients
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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict

Dogs can enter, Jews and Armenians cannotDogs can enter, Jews and Armenians cannot
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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict
Demonstrating against IsraelDemonstrating against Israel

Most of the pictures are taken in 
4 Levent; an upscale, upper 

middle class neighborhood of 
Istanbul, where the Israeli 

Consulate is located.

Although such pictures and 
slogans are common in the Arab 
world, this is all very unfamiliar 

in Turkey.  

It is the manifestation of 8 years 
of a mentality that has shaped 

the minds and hearts of the 
Turkish public in the most anti-

Western, anti-Semitic, anti-Israel 
manner.
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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict
Demonstrating against IsraelDemonstrating against Israel

Continued unabatedly,  with Continued unabatedly,  with 

outpouring of hate against outpouring of hate against 

Jews and Israel,Jews and Israel,

and ended with ceasefire.and ended with ceasefire.
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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict

TODAY: Ongoing Campaigns & MessagesTODAY: Ongoing Campaigns & Messages

Jan 13: PM: antisemitism is not acceptable vs 

Jewish supported media lying about Gaza

Jan 15: Press release of the Jewish Community of Turkey

Jan 16: President Silvyo Ovadya talks during TV program 

Jan 16: PM; positive messages to Turkish Jews while saying 

Israel should be banned from the UN

Jan 17: President Silvyo Ovadya targeted by Vakit article 

Jan 19: PM continues with Hamas advocacy in Brussels

Jan 22: Leyla Navaro article in newspaper – President Gul calls

Jan 22: Letter cosigned by five American Jewish Organizations

Jan 23: Reverberations of Leyla Navaro article and letter from America

Jan 25: President Ovadya talks during TV program 
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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict
Letter from 

American Jewish OrganizationsAmerican Jewish Organizations
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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict

Latest: emerging strong positive support in press Latest: emerging strong positive support in press 

••January 26: Turkish State TV is airing a 12 hour program in January 26: Turkish State TV is airing a 12 hour program in 

support of Gaza support of Gaza 

••Laws concerning the organization of mass demonstrations Laws concerning the organization of mass demonstrations 

are being ignored in the case of Gaza related reactionsare being ignored in the case of Gaza related reactions

••Judiciary system is not working properly in cases of hate Judiciary system is not working properly in cases of hate 

speech and antispeech and anti--Semitism Semitism 

While...While...
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Turkey during the Gaza ConflictTurkey during the Gaza Conflict

Need to seek answers to the following, while stating the realities;

•Will the Antisemitic rhetoric coming from the top abate or 

continue until local elections on March 29?

•Will the residue of hatred against Turkish Jews sewed by top 

leaders, the Ministry of Education, municipalities and their 

sympathizers  allow a normalization of relations within Turkish 

society?

•How will Turkey continue to be perceived by different countries?

•How can the relations between Turkey and Israel as well as the 

Western World be restored?


