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CANADA’S TOP TEN TOASTS THE NATION’S BEST FILMS OF 2012 

CRONENBERG, POLLEY, NGUYEN AND MEHTA AMONG FILMMAKERS RECOGNIZED 
 

TORONTO — TIFF® tipped its hat to the cream of the Canadian film crop at tonight’s 12th annual Canada’s Top Ten™ industry event, 
with hosts Sarah Gadon (Cosmopolis, A Dangerous Method) and Don McKellar (Blindness, Trigger) announcing the year’s top 10 
best features and top 10 best short films, as selected by a panel of industry professionals. Established in 2001, Canada’s Top Ten 
celebrates excellence in Canadian cinema and raises global awareness of Canadian achievements in film. This festival of Canadian 
works runs from January 4 to 13, 2013 at TIFF Bell Lightbox, featuring public screenings accompanied by introductions and Q&A 
sessions with filmmakers, and a special onstage Mavericks conversation with director Sarah Polley (Stories We Tell, Take This Waltz). 
Select films from the lineup will tour major cities across the country, including Vancouver’s Pacific Cinematheque, Edmonton’s Metro 
Cinema and Montreal’s PHI Centre. Tickets and packages for TIFF Bell Lightbox dates go on sale December 5 for TIFF Members and 
December 12 for non-members.  
 
“As Canadian cinema continues to trailblaze and attract global audiences, TIFF proudly presents the best of the best of the nation with 
Canada’s Top Ten,” said Cameron Bailey, Artistic Director, Toronto International Film Festival®. “This 10-day festival offers homegrown 
talent a dedicated platform to showcase their success, and we couldn’t be more impressed by the calibre of films the industry has 
produced this year.” 
 
“The 2012 lineup champions the works of familiar faces as well as emerging talent — all of whose stellar filmmaking achievements 
shape the Canadian film community,” said Steve Gravestock, Senior Programmer, TIFF. “From a hilarious sex quest to an apocalyptic 
satire, this year’s diverse list of documentaries, comedies, dramas and epics serves the country’s savvy moviegoers the eclectic 
cocktail of films they have grown to count on from Canada’s Top Ten.” 
 
Canada’s Top Ten feature film selections for 2012, ordered alphabetically. Find a complete list of synopses below. 
Cosmopolis, David Cronenberg (Entertainment One Films) 
The End of Time, Peter Mettler (Mongrel Media, National Film Board) 
Goon, Michael Dowse (Alliance Films) 
Laurence Anyways, Xavier Dolan (Alliance Films) 
Midnight's Children, Deepa Mehta (Mongrel Media) 
My Awkward Sexual Adventure, Sean Garrity (Phase 4 Films) 
Rebelle, Kim Nguyen (Mongrel Media) 
Still, Michael McGowan (Mongrel Media) 
Stories We Tell, Sarah Polley (Mongrel Media, NFB) 
The World Before Her, Nisha Pahuja (KinoSmith) 
 
Canada’s Top Ten short film selections for 2012, ordered alphabetically. Find a complete list of synopses below. 
Bydlo, Patrick Bouchard (NFB) 
Chef de meute (Herd Leader), Chloé Robichaud (Locomotion Distribution) 
Crackin' Down Hard, Mike Clattenburg 
Kaspar, Diane Obomsawin (NFB) 
Ne crâne pas sois modeste (Keep a Modest Head), Deco Dawson (Microclimat Films Inc.) 
Lingo, Bahar Noorizadeh 
Malody, Phillip Barker 
 



 

 

 
Old Growth, Tess Girard 
Reflexions, Martin Thibaudeau (Locomotion Distribution) 
Paparmane (Wintergreen), Joëlle Desjardins Paquette (Locomotion Distribution) 
 
Mavericks with Sarah Polley — Saturday, January 5 at 3:30 p.m.  
Polley’s feature directorial debut Away from Her cracked the Canada’s Top Ten list in 2006, and since then all of her films have made 
the cut. Marking her return with Stories We Tell, the acclaimed filmmaker and actor joins Cameron Bailey for an onstage conversation 
about her career, with a special focus on her most recent work. Discussion topics will include the virtues of working in Canada, Polley’s 
move from performer to director, the differences between documentary and fiction filmmaking, and the genesis of her 2012 Canada’s 
Top Ten selection.  
 
2012 Canada’s Top Ten Features Panel    
A national panel of seven filmmakers, journalists and industry professionals selected the best in Canadian feature films. 
Barri Cohen – filmmaker, Executive Producer, AllScreen Entertainment Inc. 
Kerri Craddock – Senior Manager of Festival Programming, TIFF 
Paul Ennis – Associate Editor (TheWholeNote.com), film and music critic, programmer 
Matt Galloway – radio host (CBC’s Metro Morning) 
Judy Gladstone – Chief Creative Officer, E & E Productions, and former head of Bravo!FACT 
Jacob Tierney – actor and filmmaker (The Trotsky, Good Neighbours) 
Elizabeth Yake – Executive Producer (It’s All Gone Pete Tong) and President, True West Films 
 
2012 Canada’s Top Ten Shorts Panel 
A national panel of five filmmakers, journalists and industry professionals selected the best in Canadian short films. 
Eileen Arandiga – programmer, former festival director for the Canadian Film Centre's Worldwide Short Film Festival 
Laura Good – Film Circuit Programming Coordinator, TIFF 
Matthew Hays – author and journalist (The Globe and Mail, The New York Times) 
Jennifer Jonas – producer (I’m Yours, Trigger) and President, New Real Films 
Greg Klymkiw – writer, producer and long-time creative consultant at the CFC 
 
Purchase tickets online at tiff.net/topten by phone Monday through Friday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. ET at 416.599.TIFF and 1.888.599.8433, or 
visit the box office in person from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. ET at TIFF Bell Lightbox. Pricing as follows: standard ticket is $12 (feature film or 
shorts programme); the Take Five package: any five feature films for $48 (redeemed in person or by phone only; one ticket per 
screening); the Two Pack: both shorts programmes for $18; Mavericks with Sarah Polley is $18.75. Doors open 30 minutes prior to the 
screening. Member pricing available.  
 
Canada’s Top Ten films are chosen from features, shorts, documentaries, animation and experimental films. Each film must have 
premiered at a major film festival or obtained a commercial theatrical release in Canada in 2012. The filmmaker must be a Canadian 
citizen or resident, and have a history of working in Canada or on Canadian-financed films.  
 
Canada’s Top Ten feature film synopses: 
Cosmopolis David Cronenberg 
Unfolding in a single cataclysmic day, the story follows Eric Packer — a 28-year-old financial whiz kid and billionaire asset manager —
as he heads out in his tricked-out stretch limo to get a haircut from his father’s old barber, while remotely wagering his company’s 
massive fortune on a bet against the Chinese Yuan. Packer’s luxury trip across the city quickly becomes dizzyingly hellish as he 
encounters explosive city riots and a parade of provocative visitors. Having started the day with everything, believing he is the future, 
Packer finds his perfectly ordered, doubt-free world is about to implode. Starring Robert Pattinson, Sarah Gadon, Jay Baruchel, Paul 
Giamatti, Juliette Binoche, Emily Hampshire and Samantha Morton. 
  

http://www.tiff.net/topten


 

 

 
The End of Time Peter Mettler 
Visionary filmmaker Peter Mettler (Picture of Light, Gambling, Gods and LSD) traverses the globe to explore (and explode) the 
conceptions of time, in this visually arresting combination of documentary and mind-expanding philosophical speculation.  
 
Goon Michael Dowse 
Goon is the story of Doug Glatt, a down-on-his-luck bouncer who’s been touched by the fist of God. Upon discovering his right hook 
and (barely) learning to skate, this gentle giant joins  a minor-league hockey team as an enforcer and inspires them into the playoffs. 
Starring Seann William Scott, Jay Baruchel, Liev Schreiber, Alison Pill, Marc Andre Grodin and Eugene Levy. 
 
Laurence Anyways Xavier Dolan 
In the 1990s, Laurence tells his girlfriend Fred that he wants to become a woman. In spite of the odds — and in spite of each other — 
they confront the prejudices of their friends, ignore the counsel of their families, and brave the phobias of the society they offend. They 
try to live through this transition and embark on an epic journey which, unbeknownst to Fred and Laurence, may cost them their love. 
Starring Suzanne Clément and Melvil Poupaud.  
 
Midnight's Children Deepa Mehta 
“Born in the hour of India’s freedom. Handcuffed to history.” Midnight’s Children is an epic film from Academy Award®–nominated 
director Deepa Mehta, made in collaboration with Salman Rushdie on his Booker Prize–winning novel. At the stroke of midnight on 
August 15, 1947, as India proclaims independence from Great Britain, two newborn babies are switched by a nurse in a Bombay 
hospital. Saleem Sinai (Satya Bhabha), the illegitimate son of a poor Hindu woman, and Shiva (Siddharth), the offspring of wealthy 
Muslims, are fated to live the destiny meant for each other. Their lives become mysteriously intertwined and are inextricably linked to 
India’s whirlwind journey of triumphs and disasters.  
 
My Awkward Sexual Adventure Sean Garrity 
To win back his unsatisfied ex-girlfriend, conservative accountant Jordan Abrams enlists the help of Julia — an uninhibited exotic 
dancer — to guide him on his quest for sexual experience, leading him into a world of strip clubs, sensual massage parlours, cross-
dressing and S&M. Stars Jonas Chernick, Sarah Manninen and Emily Hampshire. 
 
Rebelle Kim Nguyen 
Komona, a 14-year-old girl, tells her unborn child the story of how she became a child soldier. A tale set in Sub-Saharan Africa, Rebelle 
is also a love story between two young souls caught in a violent and dangerous world. Starring Rachel Mwanza (winner of Silver Bear 
for best actress at the Berlin International Film Festival), Alain Bastien and Serge Kanyinda. 
 
Still Michael McGowan 
Based on true events and boasting a veteran cast, Still is the heartfelt and deeply-affecting love story of an 89-year-old New 
Brunswicker (James Cromwell) who faces jail time when the government tries to stop him from building a more suitable house for his 
wife (Geneviève Bujold), whose health is beginning to fade. 
 
Stories We Tell Sarah Polley 
In this inspired, genre-twisting film, Academy Award–nominated writer/director Sarah Polley discovers that the truth depends on who’s 
telling it. Polley is both filmmaker and detective as she investigates the secrets behind a family of storytellers. She playfully interrogates 
a cast of characters of varying reliability, eliciting refreshingly candid, yet mostly contradictory, answers to the same questions. As each 
relates their version of the family mythology, present-day recollections shift into nostalgia-tinged glimpses of a lively, fun-loving past 
and the shadows just beneath. Polley unravels the paradoxes to reveal the essence of family: a messy, intense and loving tangle of 
contradictions. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
The World Before Her Nisha Pahuja 
This intimate vérité drama crosscuts between two worlds — the Miss India pageant's rigorous beauty boot camp and the intense 
regime of a militant Hindu fundamentalist camp for young girls. 
 
Canada’s Top Ten short film synopses: 
Bydlo Patrick Bouchard 
An allegory of mankind heading for disaster, Bydlo is a tragic vision inspired by the fourth movement of Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an 
Exhibition. Drawing on the composer’s brilliant ability to evoke work and labour in his music, Patrick Bouchard brings the earth to life 
through animated clay sculptures. Technically complex (Bouchard animates plasteline) and artistically fiery, Bydlo depicts the cycles of 
life, the power of man and beast, and both the beauty and horror of labour. 
 
Chef de meute (Herd Leader) Chloé Robichaud 
Clara leads a solitary life, much to the chagrin of her meddling family. Her spinster aunt’s untimely passing leads to Clara’s inheritance 
of a disobedient pug. Learning to live with man’s best friend might teach her a few new tricks.  
 
Crackin' Down Hard Mike Clattenburg 
Pimpin’ ain’t easy. Nowhere is this truer than in the middle of the desert where a young man looking for some meditation and solitary 
hiking is confronted with a proposition that might be just too hard to resist. Director Mike Clattenburg’s (Trailer Park Boys) irreverent 
sense of humour is showcased in this cautionary and ludicrously funny tale about succumbing to primal urges and the power of 
suggestion. 
 
Kaspar Diane Obomsawin 
Animator Diane Obomsawin offers audiences an impressionistic fable based on the story of Kaspar Hauser, the famous 19th-century 
orphan who has inspired countless artists. Isolated in a dark cave for as long as he can remember, with only a small wooden horse to 
keep him company, Kaspar knows nothing about life. A poetic tale infused with sadness and uncertainty, Kaspar is about the 
fascinating discovery of a world that is both magnificent and terrifying. 
 
Ne crâne pas sois modeste (Keep a Modest Head) Deco Dawson 
Jean Benoît, the last official member of the French Surrealist group, receives Deco Dawson’s signature visual treatment in this 
biography that fantastically illustrates Benoît’s formative (and highly sexual) childhood memories. Mixing interviews recorded in 
Benoît’s Parisian studio with surrealist inspired re-enactments, Dawson deconstructs documentary conventions to fittingly eulogize a 
formidable artist. 
 
Lingo Bahar Noorizadeh 
A boy mistakenly starts a fire in a residential neighbourhood. His mother, an Afghan immigrant to Canada, is interrogated by the police. 
Protective of her son and hindered by a language barrier, she has trouble explaining with certainty what happened.  
 
Malody Phillip Barker 
As a young ailing woman sits at a quiet diner counter, her surroundings become increasingly unstable. The ensuing chaos of her world 
literally turning upside down triggers an ominous sequence of events.  
 
Old Growth Tess Girard 
In the frigid isolation of winter, an elderly man braves the elements to hew wood with nothing but an axe and a wheelbarrow. What first 
appears as a landscape study soon becomes an elegy for nature’s sacrifice to fuel man’s existence.  
 
Reflexions Martin Thibaudeau 
A graveside funeral service sets the scene for what becomes an increasingly disturbing and fascinating piece of storytelling where 
looking beyond the surface of things reveals the deceased’s life before death. 



 

 

 
Paparmane (Wintergreen) Joëlle Desjardins Paquette 
A depressed cat transforms the lives of a grieving parking attendant and an exuberant telegram singer in this cosmic encounter on a 
pastel background. 
 
About TIFF 
TIFF is a charitable cultural organization whose mission is to transform the way people see the world through film. An international 
leader in film culture, TIFF projects include the annual Toronto International Film Festival in September; TIFF Bell Lightbox, which 
features five cinemas, major exhibitions, and learning and entertainment facilities; and innovative national distribution program Film 
Circuit. The organization generates an annual economic impact of $170 million CAD. TIFF Bell Lightbox is generously supported by 
contributors including Founding Sponsor Bell, the Province of Ontario, the Government of Canada, the City of Toronto, the Reitman 
family (Ivan Reitman, Agi Mandel and Susan Michaels), The Daniels Corporation and RBC. For more information, visit tiff.net. 
  

TIFF is generously supported by Lead Sponsor Bell, Major Sponsors RBC, L'Oréal Paris, Visa and Audi, and  
Major Supporters the Government of Canada, the Government of Ontario, and the City of Toronto. 
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For information, contact the Communications Department at 416.934.3200 or email proffice@tiff.net 
 
For images visit our media site at tiff.net/press 
 
Social media:  
#CT10  
follow @tiff_net  
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