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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: Zones historiques 
d'Istanbul 

Lieu: Province d'Istanbul 

Etat partie: ~e 

Da 1:;.e : 31 DOCernbre 1984 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que ce bien culturel soi t inscri t sur 
la Liste du PatriIroine Mondial au titre 
des criteres I, II, III et IV. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

La ratification de la convention du Pa
trinDine Mondial par la Turquie en 1983 
a pennis au Ccmite de recevoir, en 1985, 
plusieurs propositions d' inscription de 
grande qualite, panni lesquelles celIe 
des zones historiques d'Istanbul doit 
faire l'objet d'un examen particuliere
ment attentif. 

La liste du Patrim:::>ine Mondial. ne peut 
se concevoir sans cette ville batie au 
point de jonction de deux continents, 
successivement capita1e de l'Empire ro
main d 'Orient, de 1 'Empire byzantin et 
de 1 'Empire ottoman, constarrrnent associ€E 
aux evenements majeurs de 1 'histoire po
litique, de l'histoire religieuse et de 
1 'histoire des arts en Europe et en Asie 
depuis pres de vingt siecles. Mais Is
tanbul est en meme tanps 1lr..e grande 
metropole, peuplee de pres de 
.2.500.000 habitants,et cette ville hisbo 

~ique a connu, au cours des vingt dernie
res annees, une croissance derrographique 

WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 356 -----

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomina tion: Historic areas of Istanbul 

Location: Province of Istanbul 

S ta te Darty: Turkey 

Date: December 31, 1984 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

'Itlat this cultural property be included 
on the World Heritage List on the basis 
of criteria I, II, III and IV. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

The ratification of the World Heritage 
Convention by 'I\lrkey in 1983 has enabled 
the Carmi ttee to receive varioos high 
quality . naninations in 1985 
including that which concerns the historic 
areas of Istanbul and which rrust be the 
subject of very careful review. 

One carmot conceive of the World Heritage 
List withoot this city which was built 
at the crossroads of two continents, 
which was successively the capital of the 
Eastern Roman Enpire I the Byzantine 
Empire and the Ottoman Errpire and which 
has constantly been associated with major 
events in political history, religious 
history and art history in Europe and 
Asia for nearly ~ty centuries. 
But at the same time, Istanbul is a 
large metropolis. With its popllation 

of nearly 2,500,000 inhabitants, this 
historic city has undergone popllation 
growth in the past ~ty years which has 
profoondly changed its conservation 
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qui a profondement modifie ses conditions 
de conservation. Les menaces de pollution 
liees aI' industrialisation, conjuguees 
avec une urbanisation rapide et, dans un 
premier t.errps, incontralee, ont mis en 
peril Ie patrirnoine historique et cultu
reI de 1a vieille ville, justifiant un 
appel international pour la sauvegarde 
d'Istanbul lance Ie 13 mai 1983 par M. 
Amadou Mahtar M' BcM, Directeur General de 
1 'UNESCO. 

C'est dans ce contexte que doit etre exa
minee une proposition d'inscription dont 
Ie caractere limitatif illustre la degra
dation recente du tissu urbain mais aussi 
la volonte poli tique de sauvegarder, avec 
1 'aide de la carmunaute internationale, 
un certain nambre de sites privilegies. 

La proposition d' inscription enumere 
quatre zones : 

1) I.e Parc archeologique defini a 1 'extre
mite de la presqu'ile en 1953 et 1956. 

2) I.e quartier de SUleymaniye, protege en 
1980 et 1981. 

3) I.e quartier de Zeyrek, protege en 1979. 

4) La zone des rEIrparts, protegee en 1981. 

L'ICCM)S estime que ce choix, volontaire
ment restreint a un petit nanbre de sites 
sur lesquels la protection juridique 
s 'exerce pleinanent, pennet d' illustrer , 
a partir des m:::muments les plus presti
gieux de la ville, les grandes phases de 
son histoire. En effet : 

- La ville antique et la capi tale de 
l' Empire romain d' Orient se trouvent 
~ees a la fois par l'hippodrome de 
Constantin (324) dans Ie Parc archeolo
gique, par l'aqueduc de Valens (378) 
dans Ie quartier de Suleymani ye, par 
les rEIrparts eleves a partir de 413 sur 
l'ordre de Theodose II dans la dernie
re zone. 

- La capitale de 1 'Ernpire byzantin est 
magnifiee par quelques monuments ma
jeurs : dans Ie Parc archeologique, les 
eglises Sainte-Sophie et Sainte-Irene 
baties sous Ie regne de Justinien (527-
565) : dans Ie quartier de Zeyrek, l' an
cien monastere du Pantocrator, fonde 

conditions. The threat of pollution 
arising from industrialization and 
rapid and initially uncontrolled urba
nization have jeopardized the historical 
and cultural heritage of the old town, 
justifying the international appeal for 
the safeguard of Istanbul which was 
launched on May 13, 1983 by Mr. Amadau 
Mahtar M'Baw, Director General of UNESCO. 

It is within this context that the pro
posal for inclusion rrust be examined. 
Its restrictive nature illustrates the 
recent deterioration of the urban fabric, 
but also the political will to safeguard 
a nurrber of pri viledged sites with the 
aid of the international carmunity. 

The proposal for inclusion sets forth 
four zones: 

1) The Archaeological Park which in 1953 
and 1956 was defined at the tip of 
the peninsula. 

2) The Siileyrraniye quarter, protected in 
1980 and 1981. 

3) The Zeyrek quarter, protected in 1979. 

4) The zone of the ramparts, protected 
in 1981. 

IC()M)S considers that this selection which 
has been purposely limited to a small 
number of sites which are under full 
legal protection makes it possible to 
illustrate the major phases of the city's 
history using its most prestigious rnonu
rcents : 

- The ancient city and the capital of the 
Eastern Raman Err'pire are both represen
ted by the hippodrone of Constantine 
(324) in the Archaeological Park, by the 
aqueduct of Valens (378) in the Siileyrna
niye quarter and by the ranparts built 
starting in 413 upon the order of Theodose 
II, located in the last of the four zones. 

- The capital of the Byzantine Empire is 
highlighted by several major rconurrents 
in the Archaeological Park there are the 
churches of St. Sophia and St. Irene 
which were built under the reign of Jus
tinian (527-565) : in the Zeyrek quarter 
there is the ancient Pantocrator Monas
tery which was founded under John II 
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sous Jean II Camnene (1118-1143) par 
l'imperatrice Irene; dans la zone des 
remparts, l' ancienne eglise Saint
Sauveur in Chora (actuelle Kahriye 
Carnii) avec ses rnerveilleuses mosaiques 
et peintures des XIVeme et XVeme sie
cles. D'autre part, Ie trace actuel de 
l'enceinte resulte des modifications sur
venues aux VIleme et XIleme siecles pour 
inc lure Ie quartier et Ie palais des Bla
chernes. 

- La capitale de l'Ernpire ottoman est re
presentee par ses monuments essentiels 
Topkapi Saray et la Mosquee Bleue dans 
la zone archeologique ; la mosquee de 
Sehzade et la rnosquee de Siileymani ye, 
deux oeuvres majeures de 1 'architecte 
Koca Sinan edifiees sous Siileyman Ie Ma
gnifique (1520-1566) dans Ie quartier de 
Siileyrnani ye, mais aussi par les vestiges 
d 'habi tat vernaculaire de ce meme quar
tier (525 maisons en bois denombrees et 
protegees) • 

L'ICOMDS reoammande l'inscription des zones 
historiques d'Istanbul sur la liste du 
Patr.im:>ine Mondial au titre des criteres 
I, II, III et IV. 

- Cri tere I: Ie bien cuI turel propose 
carporte des rnonuments uniques, chefs
d'oeuvre de l'architecture universelle, 
carme Sainte-Sophie, construi te par 
Anthemi.os de Tralles et Isidoros de ~ilet 
en 532-537 ou la rrosquee Slileymaniye, 
chef-d 'oeuvre de l' archi tecte Sinan. 

- cri tere II : de tollS temps, les monu
rrents de cette ville ont exerce une 
influence considerable sur Ie develop
panent de l' archi tecture, des arts me
numentaux et de l'organisation de l'es
pace, en Europe carme en Asie : c'est 
ainsi que les 6.650 m d' enceinte ter
restre de Theodose II, avec leur seconde 
ligne de defenses creee en 447, ont ete 
l'une des references majeures de l'ar
chi tecture mili taire avant mane que 
Sainte-Sophie ne soit Ie rnodele de toute 
une farnille d' eglises, puis de rnosquees 
et que les mosaiques des palais et des 
eglises de Constantinople n'influencent 
l' art chretien d 'Orient et d 'Occident. 

- critere III : Istanbul apporte un temoi
gnage unique sur les civilisations by
zantine et ottanane. 

Comnene (1118-1143) by the Emperess 
Irene; :in the zone of the ranparts 
there is the old church of the Holy 
Savior :in Chora (presently Kahriye 
carnii) with its marvellous rrosaics 
and paintings from the 14th and 15th 
centuries. Moreover, the current layout 
of the walls results fram modifications 
perforrred in the 7th and 12th centuries 
to :include the quarter and the Palace 
of the Blachemes. 

- 'lhe capital of the Ottoman Errpire is 
represented by its rrost iIrportant rro
I1llIIeIlts : Topkapi Saray and the Blue 
r-bsque in the archaeological zone; 
the Sehzade and SUleymaniye mosques 
which are two of the archi teet Koca 
Sinan' s· major works and which were 
constructed under SUleyman the Magni
ficent (1520-1566) in the SUleymaniye 
quarter; and also by the vernacular 
settlement vestiges of this very quar
ter (525 wooden houses which are listed 
and protected) . 

ICOIDS recomrrends the inclusion of the 
historic areas of Istanbul on the World 
Heritage List on the basis of criteria 
I, II, III and IV. 

- Criterion I : the proposed cultural 
property includes unique IlOIll1Itel1ts, 
and masterpieces of universal archi
tecture such as st. Sophia which was 
J:::uil t by Anthemios of Tralles and Isi
doros of Milet in 532-537 and the SU
leymaniye rnosque, a masterpiece of 
Sinan architecture. 

- Criterion II : throughout history, the 
rronurrents :in the city's center have 
exerted considerable :influence on the 
developrrent of architecture, I'l'OIlUI'lEI1tal 
arts and the organization of space, both 
:in Europe and in Asia. Thus, the 6,650 
rreter terrestrial wall of Theod.osius II 
with its second line of defences, crea
ted :in 447, was one of the lead:ing re
ferences for military architecture even 
before St. Sophia's became a rnodel for 
an entire family of churches and later 
rrosques and before the rrosaics of the 
palaces and churches of Contantinople 
influenced the Eastemand .Western 
Christian art. 

- criterion III : Istanbul bears unique 
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- Cri tere N : Ie palais de Topkapi, la 
rrosquee SUleymaniye avec ses annexes 
(caravanserai 1 , madrasa, ecole mroicale, 
bibliotheque, harrrnam, hospice, cime
tiere, etc.) offrent les meilleures 
exemples d'ensembles palatiaux et de 
camplexes religieux de l'epoque 
ottanane. 

test.:ilrony to the Byzantine and Ottam:m 
civilizations. 

- Criterion N : The Palace of Topkapi 
and the Slileymaniye rrosque with its 
annexes (Caravanserail, rradrasa, medical 
school, library, harnmam, hospice, cerre
tery, etc.) provide the best exarrples 
of ensembles of palaces and religious 
conplexes of the Ottam:m period. 

Paris, ICQM)S, Juillet / July 1985. 


