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)ESCRIBE T H E  PRESENT AND O R I G I N A L  ( i f  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Holly Grove Mansion i s  a  l a r g e  b r i c k  house wi th  a  f r o n t  s e c t i o n  made t 
accomnodate t h r e e  f l o o r s  and r e a r  s e c t i o n  housing two. The s t o n e  foundat io  
suppor ts  e ighteen  inch  t h i c k  w a l l s  of heavy b r i c k  made i n  England, t h e  wa l l  
be ing  broken by symmetr ical ly  placed windows throughout.  The main po r t ion  
has  a low hipped roof  w i t h  three-window dormers p r o j e c t i n g  between h igh  
b r i c k  chimneys on e i t h e r  s i d e  and t h e  back of t h e  u n i t .  The r e a r  s e c t i o n  
has  a  very gen t ly  s l o p i n g  roo f ,  much lower than t h a t  t o  i t s  f o r e . '  

One of t h e  ou t s t and ing  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  t h e  massive two- 
s t o r y ,  s emi -c i r cu l a r  p o r t i c o  a t  t h e  f r o n t  en t rance .  Supported by four  whit  
I o n i c  columns and capped by a  f l a t  roof ,  i t  s h e l t e r s  a  wooden balcony above 
t h e  main doorway. This doorway i s  surrounded by th ree -qua r t e r  s i d e l i g h t s  
and a  f u l l  o v e r l i g h t  and decora ted  corn ice .  A s i m i l a r  des ign  i s  followed i: 
t h e  second-f loor  P a l l a d i a n  doorway which opens onto t h e  balcony. The bu i ld ,  
i n g  i s  approached by low s tone  s t e p s .  

Wide hallways a r e  found on a l l  f l o o r s  i n  t h e  f r o n t  s e c t i o n ,  but  t h e  
second-f loor  a r e a  has  been shortened by a  p a r t i t i o n  placed t o  form a  room 
behind t h e  balcony en t rance .  F i r ep laces  s e rve  t h e  main s s c t i o n ,  and t h e  
house con ta ins  no l e s s  t han  t h i r t e e n  rooms. Column-supported, one-story 
porches a r e  on t h e  west s i d e  of t he  main u n i t  and t h e  no r theas t  corner  of 
t he  r e a r  s ec t ion .  

Conforming t o  a  s t y l e  popular a t  t h e  t ime ( c .  1815) i n  V i rg in i a ,  Holly 
Grove was o r i g i n a l l y  a  square,  two-stor ied s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a b r i c k  d in ing  
room wing extending i n  t h e  r e a r  almost t o  t h e  s e p a r a t e l y  housed b r i c k  
k i t chen .  The l a r g e  windows were trimmed wi th  green s h u t t e r s ,  and a  small  
p o r t i c o  covered t h e  f r o n t  doorway which opened i n t o  a  wide c e n t r a l  h a l l  
whose r e a r  door l e d  t o  t h e  b r i ck - f loo red  d in ing  room. 

High-cei l inged,  square  rooms open upon each s i d e  of t h e  hallway, those  
on t h e  r i g h t  be ing  connected wi th  wide fo ld ing  doors ,  above which an e labor .  
a t e  co rn i ce ,  s i m i l a r  i n  des ign  and w o r h a n s h i p  t o  t h e  f r o n t  doorway, extend; 
t o  t h e  c e i l i n g .  A f i r e  i n  1832 destroyed most of t h e  i n t e r i o r  woodwork, bu: 
t h e  w a l l s  remained undamaged and t h e  rooms were r e s to red .  

A f t e r  s a l e  o f  t h e  proper ty  i n  1902, t h e  new owner made numerous a l t e r -  
a t i o n s  which g ive  t h e  house i t s  d i s t i n c t i v e  appearance of today. I n  order  
t o  make i t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  use  of two f a m i l i e s ,  he  worked ou t  a  c l e v e r  
p a r t i t i o n  involv ing  no n o t i c e a b l e  e x t e r i o r  changes o r  i n t e r i o r  d i s f igu re -  
ment. A t  t h i s  t ime t h e  roof  was r a i s e d  and t h e  former a t t i c  converted i n t o  
a  u sab le  apartment.  Other changes included t h e  removal of t h e  long d in ing  
room wing and t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  of an indoor k i t c h e n  f o r  t h e  separa te  k i t c h e ~  
bu i ld ing .  The sma l l  f r o n t  p o r t i c o  was rep laced  by the  p re sen t  s emi -c i r cu l a~  
en t r ance  porch w i t h  i t s  massive whi te  columns. The red b r i c k  wa l l s  were 
pa in t ed  gray, and t h e  s t r u c t u r e  took a  revived grace  among t h e  gardens, 
h o l l y  t r e e s  and boxwoods which adorned t h e  proper ty .  

The S t a t e  of West V i r g i n i a  i s  c u r r e n t l y  cons ider ing  acqu i r ing  t h e  hou.31 
f o r  u s e  i n  conjunct ion  wi th  s t a t e  func t ions .  I t s  l o c a t i o n  i s  very near  t h e  
Execut ive Nansion and S t a t e  Capi to l ,  and t h i s  makes i t  i d e a l  f o r  expansion 
of t h e  government complex. 
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r T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

~ o l l y  Grove Mansion was o r i g i n a l l y  t he  home of Daniel Ruffner,  one of 
a family which helped develop t h e  e a r l y  s a l t  indus t ry  i n  t he  Kanawha Valley 
Being a s  l a r g e  a s  it was i n  an a r e a  r e c e n t l y  wilderness ,  t he  house served  
a s  an ord inary  a s  new roads  opened through t h e  a rea .  To add t o  i t s  renown, 
i t s  owner was ho lde r  of a  number of o f f i c i a l  appointments, i nc lud ing  one a s  
j u s t i c e  of t h e  peace and another  a s  h igh  s h e r i f f  of t h e  county. 

Joseph Ruffner had purchased land  i n  t h e  present  Charleston,  West 
V i rg in i a ,  a r e a  about t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  n ine t een th  century and moved h i s  f ami l  
t h e r e  from t h e  Shenandoah Val ley  of V i rg in i a .  Joseph's  sons, David and 
Joseph, put t he  s a l t  i n d u s t r y  on a  paying b a s i s  by 1808, and Daniel ,  f i f t h  
son of Joseph, p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  t h r i v i n g  bus iness  which suppl ied  t h e  
needed comodi ty  t o  much of t he  e a s t  and then  t o  the  west by way of t h e  
Ohio River.  As t h e  s a l i n e s  prospered,  Daniel  b u i l t  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  Holly 
Grove f o r  h i s  family on t h e  s i t e  of  h i s  pa ren t s '  log homestead, a t t e s t i n g  
t o  i ndus t ry  and personal  good fo r tune .  

Holly Grove was o r i g i n a l l y  a  p l a n t a t i o n  wi th  i t s  barns,  shops, g ranary  
and o t h e r  ou tbui ld ings  p laced  a c r o s s  an open expanse where t h e  West V i r g i n i  
Cap i to l  and Executive Mansion now s tand .  A s  t he  a r ea  grew and t h e  James 
River and Kanawha Turnpike opened t o  Richmond and the  e a s t ,  t h e  Ruffner  
house became a popular s top .  With numerous bedrooms and ex tens ive  a c r e s  
f u r n i s h i n g  ample food f o r  man and b e a s t ,  Daniel Ruffner could a d v e r t i s e  i n  
1826 t h a t :  

The subscr iber  has  opened a  house of p r i v a t e  enter tainment  a t  
h i s  commodious res idence ,  s i t u a t e  one mi le  and a  h a l f  from t h e  town 
of Charleston on t h e  road l ead ing  thence t o  Lewisburg. Every e f f o r t  
w i l l  be made t o  render  t h e  lodging  of t h e  t r a v e l l e r  comfortable,  
and h i s  d i e t  p a l a t a b l e .  His p a s t u r e s  a r e  ex tens ive  and corn  abundant. 
He w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  be  amply prepared t o  accomodate [ s i c ]  t he  c a t t l e  - 
o r  hog merchant. For t r a v e l l e r s  on horseback, o r  i n  c a r r i a g e s ,  h e  
w i l l  be ab l e  t o  f u r n i s h  good s t a b l e s  w e l l  suppl ied wi th  a l l  k inds  of 
provender f o r  ho r ses .  

% i l y . t r a d i t i o n  holds  t h a t  numerous persons of prominence were e n t e r t a i n e d  
:here, inc luding  Daniel Boone, Henry Clay, John J. Audubon and Andrew 
Jackson. 

AS ~ a n i e l ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  corninunity became increas ingly  s o l i d i f i e d  
md the  a r e a  grew i n  populat ion,  t h e  governor of V i rg in i a  agreed t o  appoin t  
l i m  a s  j u s t i c e  of t h e  peace and l s t e r  a s  h igh  s h e r i f f  of t h e  county. The 
tu f fne r  family was dominant i n  t h e  Kanawha Valley f o r  many years  a f t e r  1800, 
and Henry Ruffner,  a  c l o s e  r e l a t i v e  of Daniel ,  became n a t i o n a l l y  known w i t h  
t h e  p ~ b l : c a t i o n  of the  so -ca l l ed  Ruffner Pamphlet on t h e  s l ave ry  i s s u e  i n  
the 1840s. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

Holly Grove, the home of Daniel Ruffner and his descendants, was an 
important center of comerce and industry in the Kanawha Valley during the 
first half of the nineteenth century, and its owner was a prominent citizen 
who played a substantial part in the development of the area. 
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h b l e r ,  Charles H. and Fes tus  P .  Summers. West V i rg in i a :  Mountain - 

S t a t e .  2nd. ed. Englewood C l i f f s ,  N . J . :  P ren t ice-Hal l ,  Inc.,  1958. 
(pp. 127-28) 

Dayton, Ruth Woods. Pioneers  and Thei r  Homes on Upper Kanawha. Charles- 
ton,  W.Va.: West V i r g i n i a  Publ i sh ing  Co., Inc . ,  1947. (pp. 103-09) 

w r i t e r s '  Program, Work P r o j e c t s  Administrat ion.  West V i rg in i a :  A h i d e  - -- 
t o  the  Mountain S t a t e . .  New York: Oxford Univers i ty  P re s s ,  1941. -- 
( p .  190). 
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f12. STATE LIAISON O F F ~ C E R  C ~ R T ~ F ~ C A Y I W  

I 
As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na- 

t ional Historic Preservation A c t  of 1966 (Public Law 

8 9 6 6 5 ) .  I hereby nominate th i s  property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated accordirq to the  c-iteria and proce&res s e t  

forth by the National Pa rk  Se rv~ce .  The recommended 

level  of significance of th i s  nomina# 

U l ~ e o n a r d  M. Davis 

~ i ~ l ~  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion  
G f  f i c e r  

a Hay 13, 1974 
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERiF ICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Ne?ional Register.  

Director.  Of f ice  of  Archeology and Histor ic  Preservation 

C.3 te 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

La te  
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