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moved when his friends did so. 
“No choice, even the president 
is moving,” said the second-
year Bioscience student.

The move appears to be a 
short-term appeasement. If the 
proposal is rejected, foreign 
and local students alike plan 
to move to other halls. 

“If I’ve to pay more, then 
it’s better move to another 
hall, where the price is more 
suitable (for me),” said Tan 
Kuang Ho, 23, a second-year 
MAE student.

The saga has attracted the 
attention of the national media 
and even a political party. 

Dr. Chee Soon Juan, the 
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Waiting game over; Hall 3 moves on
Students gave up waiting and moved into new 
hall fi rst; proposed rates likely to be accepted

Jamie Lee & 
Justin Zhuang

HALL 3 president, Lim Joo Tien, 
was in the midst of packing his 
bags when Chronicle spoke to 
him on Hari Raya Haji. 

Like the other residents of 
Hall 3, he was fi nally joining 
the estimated 200 residents who 
have already moved over the 
new hall.  

Hall 3 residents were slated 
to move to the new hall during 
last year’s holiday, but many 
delayed their move after SAO 
announced that they would pay  
more than they expected. 

Instead of the indicative rates 
at $200 and $180 for single and 
double rooms, residents were 
told that they would have to pay 
$350 and $240 for the new halls 
situated next to NIE.

Initially, most residents wait-
ed. In an email sent to his resi-
dents on 7 January, Lim wrote 
that the hall’s JCRC was still 
discussing the rates with SAO, 
and told his residents to stay on 
in a united spirit while they tried 
to negotiate for a better rate. 

In his proposal, Lim request-
ed fees of $200 and $170 for a 
single and double room and 
asked for a staggered increase 
in hall fees after this academic 
year, starting at $250 and $200.

However, Lim said that more 
residents were slowly trickling 
over to the new hall, especially 
after SAO announced that for 
this semester, residents would 
be charged the concessionary 
rates of $240 and $180. 

The Hall 3 JCRC also realised 
that there was little reason for 
the residents to continue wait-
ing, since the decision was likely 
to come in only in February. 

Miss Angela Shang. Senior 
Assistant Director (Student Acco-
modations) at SAO indicated that 
his proposed rates stood a good 
chance of being are accepted by 
the University Council, which is 
considering the rates. 

The JCRC knew that the Hall 
Office was having difficulty 

maintaining both the old and 
new hall. At the same time, the 
managing committee did not 
want to hinder plans to demol-
ish the building to make way 
for the new School of Physical 
& Mathematical Sciences.

However, when asked about  
how much their rooms are, resi-
dents simply shrugged 

Seth Teo, 22, was one resi-
dent who did not know how 
much he will eventually pay. 
He stayed to “tag along”, and 

can get moving.” She also said 
there was no delay in the plans 
to demolish the old hall.

The whole episode had nev-
ertheless dampened residents’ 
initial enthusiasm for the new 
hall. Teo said: “There were too 
many things happening such 
that you become numb, there’s 
no longer any excitement.”

Still, Lim remained opti-
mistic. He said: “It was a big 
headache, but the JCRC has 
been elected to voice out their 
concerns. If the residents feel 
that it is unfair, we should let the 
university know. I hope that we 
can come to a compromise, and 
everything can close nicely.”  

Secretary-General of the Singa-
pore Democratic Party issued a 
media release supporting Hall 
3 resident’s “protest” against the 
new fee hike. He saluted the 
students on taking a principled 
stand and daring to “protest”.

In response, Lim said he did 
not want the issue to be politi-
cised: “Besides, we’re not pro-
testing, we’re just waiting. We 
sent out the proposal and told 
SAO we will stay while waiting 
for the results so SAO knew that 
we’re staying.”

SAO agreed and were glad 
that Hall 3 residents had moved. 
Miss Shang said: “It’s good that 
they are moving, so that things 
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The Student Union van was badly damaged after it tumbled down the slopes of Yunnan Gardens on Wednesday. The student driver 
from CAC was hurt after swerving to avoid a stray cat that had dashed across the road. More details on page 2.  

 When a cat crossed the road on campus...
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Overwhelming sell orders 
forced Tokyo’s stock mar-
kets to suspend trading 
earlier last Thursday. Inves-
tors were responding to the 
arrest of Takafumi Horie, 
founder and chairman of 
the company Livedoor, who 
was suspected of breaking 
the law. 

North Korean President Kim 
Jong Il is believed to be in 
Beijing to meet Chinese 
leaders. This signals a pos-
sible development in nuclear 
talks among Pyongyang and 
other major nations. 

Iran’s plans to develop its 
nuclear programme has 
attracted attention from 
world leaders. The US wants 
the United Nations to im-
pose sanctions through the 
Security Council, but the 
United Kingdom and France 
would rather raise the issue 
through the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, a 
nuclear watchdog agency in 
the UN. 

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon suffered a second 
stroke. He underwent major 
surgery and remains uncon-
scious. A complete recovery 
is unlikely due to the extent 
of the bleeding.

Brokeback Mountain, a fl im 
by Lee Ang, won four ma-
jor awards in the Golden 
Globes, including Best Direc-
tor and Best Screenplay. 

A Singapore skydiver died 
in Perth after his reserve 
parachute failed to open. 
Investigations by Western 
Australian police will focus 
on Singapore, as the para-
chutes were packed here. 

NS men will face harsh-
er penalties if they skip 
NS drafting. The penal -
ties include fi nes of up to 
$10,000, double the current 
maximum, and a jail term. 
The announcement came 
after a Singaporean pianist 
received just a $3,00 fi ne 
when he dodged NS.

AN ACT of kindness turned 
ugly for a student who tried 
to save an animal’s life.

Last Wednesday, Ng Wee 
Kiat, 24, a Cultural Activities 
Club (CAC) member involved 
in the Nanyang Arts Festival, 
lost control of the Student 
Union van after he tried to 
avoid a stray cat that had 
dashed out onto the road.

Ng, the logistics offi cer of 
the Festival, had booked the 
van that day to prepare for 
the event. 

He was on his way to 
pick up the project director 
of the festival, Dennis Chen, 
20, from his hall when the 
accident occurred. 

According to the Presi-
dent of CAC Lawrence Poh, 
the driver Ng was driving the 
van to Hall 4 when a cat sud-
denly dashed into his path. 

Chen, a fi rst-year Busi-
ness student was the fi rst 
contacted by Ng and fi rst to 
arrive at the scene, saw Ng 
leaning against the van for 
support. 

He said that Ng was vis-
ibly shaken. “Already on 
the phone, his voice was 
soft and shaky. He told me 

the location but didn’t tell me 
much,” he said.

Ng was able to tell him that 
he was fi ne and his injuries 
were not serious. 

However, Ng mostly kept 
silent as Poh and the campus 
security warden joined them 
later. 

“He’s a loud person, usually 
outspoken at CAC meetings. 
This time, he was just quiet,” 
Chen said. 

Ng declined to comment on 
the accident. According to Poh, 
he needed rest to recover from 
his “state of shock”. 

Hall presidents oppose fee rise
Jamie Lee
News Editor

ALL Hall presidents, together 
with the SAO, have come up 
with a counter-proposal to the 
raise in hall rates.

Although the presidents de-
clined to reveal the proposed 
fi gures, the spokesperson for 
the presidents, Klenn Chong, 24, 
President of Hall 15, said that the 
proposal suggests a staggered 
increase, rather than a sudden 
and substantial one-time raise 
as announced by SAO. 

Previously, SAO said that hall 
rental rates for single rooms will 
rise to as much as $260 from an 
average rate of $175 in July. 

Rates for double rooms in 
Hall 4, 5 and 6 will also rise 
from $155 to $180, while new 
halls 3 and 16 will cost $240 
and $360 for double and single 
rooms respectively.

The proposal was sent to the 
University Council for approval 
two weeks ago. The Council, 
which is in-charge of this mat-
ter, will inform the students of 
the decision in middle of Febru-
ary at the earliest. 

Chong said: “I believe the 
chances of approval stands at 70 
per cent, since this is a proposal 
discussed between SAO and the 
hall presidents.” 

He added that SAO had pro-
vided feedback from the Univer-
sity Council on creating a more 
appropriate proposal. 

Student Union supports

Also, a joint statement by the 
presidents dated 17 Dec was 
sent to SAO and all hall residents 
last week. 

Inside, the presidents clari-
fied that they did not agree 
to the increase in fees at the 
preliminary discussion with the 
school on 24 October. During 
that meeting, the presidents had 
disagreed with the rise, because 
SAO had not explained the rea-
sons behind the increase.

SAO has since cited reasons 
such as future maintenance 
costs, but presidents still want 
the prices to be lowered.

In the statement, the presi-
dents wrote that they were met 
with accusations that they had 
agreed to the arrangement. 

Chong said they understood 
residents’ disappointment, and 
this was why the joint statement 
was released to all residents to 
clear the misunderstanding.

“We want to raise awareness 
among the residents that we are 
voicing their disappointments 
for them, to show that we’re car-
ing for them,” he added. 

The Student Union has also 
pledged its support to the pro-
posal, in particular to the pro-
posed staggered increase.

Tan Sherwe, 23, President 
of the Student Union , said that 
the union is offi cially against 
the fee hike. He added that he 
had spoken to SAO during the 
Alumni Dinner, and relayed the 
feedback to the various JCRCs.

Chong said: “Presidents did 
approach the Union but Sherwe 
felt that it was more appropri-
ate for the JCRCs to handle the 
situation, since he believed that 
JCRCs played a more important 
role in this issue. 

“But the Student Union is 
defi nitely on our side and will 
help us. After all, it still is 
governing the whole student 
body.”

Many school clubs used the van to transport bulky items. Now, the 
accident has put the service on hold. PHOTO   ADELINE ONG

Student hurt in 
campus crash 

“The accident 
was serious, so it 
was a good thing 
that his injuries 
weren’t.”

 
Nanyang Arts Festival 

Director (CAC), 
Dennis Chen

Ng told Poh he was driving 
at the 40kph campus speed 
limit when he saw the cat.  

To avoid it, the second-year 
Computer Engineering student 
instinctively swerved left just 
after the bend that turns into 
the Centre. The van mounted 

onto the kerb and nearly hit the In-
novation Centre’s signboard. 

Ng said he tried to turn right 
to avoid the signboard and return 
to the road. Unfortunately, he lost 
control of the van and the vehicle 
headed straight for the slopes of 
Yunnan Gardens opposite. 

He tried to steer left to avoid 
hitting all trees and roadsigns as 
the vehicle rolled down the slope 
onto Yunnan Gardens. 

As a result, the vehicle over-
turned and landed on the driver 

side. Ng managed to call Chen 
after he got out of the vehicle. 
The latter quickly alerted the 
campus security and Poh. 

Poh said that they took Ng to 
the medical centre to clean up 
his wounds, and then sent him 
home to rest.

Ng suffered minor cuts on 
his forearm and on the right side 
of his scalp.

Chen said that while the driv-
er emerged largely unscathed, 
the van looked badly damaged. 

“The accident was serious, so it 
was a good thing that his inju-
ries weren’t,” he said.

Campus Security declined to 
comment on the accident.

Student Union said that SAO 
had sent the van to an Inde-
pendent Damage Assessment 
Centre (IDAC) to determine 
and record the amount of dam-
ages. Eventually, IDAC will also 
contact a repair service and the 
insurance company on Student’s 
Union behalf. 

The van is insured by Aviva. 
The President of Student Union, 
Tan Sherwe, 23, said: “We’re 
hoping that the bulk of the 
repair fee will be paid by the 
insurance company. However, 
in our agreement with the insur-
ance company, we need to pay 
about $500 to them.”

Tan said that Ng would have 
to pay 20 per cent of the dam-
ages, while CAC would pay an-
other 20 per cent. The remaining 
60 per cent would be covered 
from the Amenities fees. 

The full details and repairs 
are expected to take two to 
three weeks, said Tan. Mean-
time, rental services for the Stu-
dent Union van are suspended 
until further notice. 

Under normal circumstances, 
the van is rented out by the Stu-
dent Union to clubs and socie-
ties to help with events. To hire 
the van, students need a valid 
driving licence.

Road mileage, inclusive of 
fuel, is charged at S$0.20 per 
kilometre.  

Individual bookings are not 
allowed and the van is only for 
use in Singapore. 

Jamie Lee & 
Daniel Ong
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Before the stroke of midnight
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YOU cannot bring NTU to 
town, but you can certainly 
bring the town to NTU. Come 
2008, a new bridge will connect 
us to a shopping mall and a hip 
neighbourhood centre.

The University Activities 
Bridge begins near Hall 1, 
stretches over the PIE, and will 
lead to a 9, 000 sq ft shopping 
mall in Jurong West, the Hous-
ing Development Board (HDB) 
said. 

Another 10-minute walk 
from this mall would bring one 
to U-Haven, which is a neigh-
bourhood centre with an area 
of 70,000 sq ft, roughly the size 
of a football fi eld. 

“U-Haven will be like a mini 
Holland Village. It’ll have book-
stores, eateries, tuition centres 
and a fl ea market,” said HDB’s 
Public Relations Offi cer Chen 
Hsin Yeow.

Most students the Nanyang 
Chronicle spoke to welcomed 
the changes, and some even felt 
that it would make NTU a less 
ulu place. Ulu means remote 
in Malay.

“I think this connects NTU 
to the outside world.  It’s good 
for me too so that I need not 
travel so far from my hall to eat 
or shop,” said Foo Sze Ying, 20, 
a second-year Materials Science 
Engineering (MSE) student who 
is living in Hall 12.

LIKE Cinderella, Fam Lili, 21, 
held everyone’s gaze as she 
made her ceremonial walk as 
NTU’s new beauty queen. 

The third-year business stu-
dent was crowned the winner of 
Glass Slippers, the university’s 
beauty pageant 2006. 

 She also walked away with 
the titles of Miss Photogenic and 
Miss Healthy Glow.

She was clearly the most 
popular contestant as she drew 
the loudest cheers from the au-
dience during the introductory 
segment.

First runner-up was Miss 
Mikeller Ho, 21, a third-year 
Bioscience student.

Regine Tang, 21, a second-
year Civil and Environmental 
engineering student came in 
third.  

Ho was also named Miss 
Stylish while the latter, Miss 
Elegance and Miss Beautiful 
Skin.  

The biggest ever NTU pag-
eant took place on 12 January at 
the Nanyang Auditorium. 

First-year Accountancy stu-
dent Teo Kok Kiong, 21, agreed 
it was a good idea, especially 
for people staying in hall.

“We often organise supper 
nights but we have to keep 
track of the time to catch the 
last bus. If the new place is 
easily accessible, we can stay 
out later as we can walk back,” 
he said.

However, some think that 
with or without the new facili-
ties, NTU remains ulu.

“I don’t think it’ll make 
a difference. It’s the location 
that makes it ulu, not whether 
there’s a mall,” said Chris Kng, 
23, a third-year Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering stu-
dent.

The construction of the 
bridge should not inconven-
ience students because the 
bridge is outside the bounda-
ries of NTU, said the Offi ce of 
Planning Facilities and Man-
agement. 

They added that the con-
struction will not affect the 
existing bridge near Hall 5.

Even before construction 
works are beginning, students 
are already thinking of visiting 
the new mall and U-Haven in-
stead of other malls and food 
centres in Jurong area.

“Jurong Point is small and 
I’m very bored of seeing the 
same stuff over and over again,” 
said Hoon Jing Ling, 19, a fi rst-
year Biological Science student.  

She added that the new mall 
would be a refreshing addition 
to NTU’s vicinity.

While the new malls is 
good news to many sudents, 
but not to some retailers in 
Jurong West area.

On the other hand, Sim Eng 
Hua, 53, hawker of a noodle 
stall, felt the new mall and U-
Haven would have a signifi cant 
impact on his business.

“It definitely will affect 
business because there aren’t 
many people around this area. 
But I’m not worried about that 
because my lease here ends in 
three years.”

There are no specifi c plans 
for the shopping mall at present 
as the HDB has yet to call for a 
tender from the private sector. 
Students we spoke to, how-
ever, already know what they 
want to see in it.

“I’d like to see places I can 
relax at, where people can just 
sit and listen to music,” said 
20-year-old Zhou Shu Ying, a 
third-year MSE student. 

Others like Hong Kong 
citizen Chan Wang Yip, 25, a 
fi nal-year Computer Engineer-
ing student said: “It would be 
nice to have cuisine like Thai 
or Vietnamese food, which are 
not sold at canteens, so that 
international students can feel 
at home.” 

With U-Haven, NTU stu-
dents expect to bid a final 
farewell to the label, ulu.

 

TEXT    LEE KAI YING 

Melissa Lee

Bridging ulu NTU to 
a new haven
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FROM samfus to power suits, 
Singaporean women have come 
a long way.  Still, NTU stu-
dents do not know much about  
women.

A study done by a group 
of NTU students showed that 
most never heard of women’s 
events such as Conversations 
with Uncommon Women and 
Women’s Day Out, or else felt 
they had little relevance to their 
lives. The respondents also had 
limited grasp on issues concern-
ing women in Singapore, such 
as gender discrimination at 
work and women’s legislation 
and rights.

 They also found that 97.4 
per cent of the respondents 
have never participated in any 
event run by a women’s organi-
sation. 

“Besides our surveys, we 
found through our focus groups 
that awareness among young 
women towards woman’s is-
sues are limited to topics like 
Breast Cancer and AIDS. So we 
want to let people know where 
to go when they need help,” 
said group member Tan Keng 
Hui, 23. 

Tan was part of a group of   
fi nal-year project group from 
the School of Communication 
and Information who surveyed 
350 people aged between 17 
and 35, of which 75% were 
women. 

The fi ndings led them to set 
up a roadshow to inform young 
women of the organisations they 
can turn to for help.

Known as PreDiscovery 120, 
the roadshow held on 13 Janu-

ary was designed to get youths 
to participate in International 
Women’s Day (IWD) 2006 cel-
ebrations.  IWD falls on 8 March 
every year.

“The showcase of the samsui 
and modern woman represents 
the shift in women’s status and 
power,” said Aaron Yeo, one of 
the groupmates.  

Samsui women were Chi-
nese immigrants in Singapore 
who worked as female labourers 
during the early  20th century. 
They were recognised by their 
distinctive navy blue outfi ts and 
red headgear, which are known 
as samfus.

There were silat and wushu 
performances put up by women, 
posters to inform students about 
SCWO’s services, and a thrift 
store selling donated goods, 
from which proceeds goes to 
the Star Shelter, a temporary 
refuge for victims of family 
violence and others in need of 
protection.

Yeo added that the choice 
of using sports for the road-
show was fi rstly, to encourage 
women to empower themselves 
by engaging in sports. It was 
also one of the main activities 
they planned for the IWD 2006 
celebrations. 

“Besides engaging women, 
we also want men to take part 

in such activities and understand 
issues which are important to 
them, if not now, in the future, 
because they are part of the 
community,” said Ms Michelle 
Chan, Manager of the SCWO. 

From men to motherhood, 
the SCWO addresses a wide 
range of women’s issues.  This 
umbrella organisation currently 
has 55 member groups and 
reaches 150,000 women from 
all walks of life.  It seeks to 
coordinate these groups into a 
national movement.

The roadshow proved to be 
an eye-opener for many female 
students.  

Yup Yanwen, 20, a second-
year Bioscience student, had 
never heard of the SCWO.  “It’s 
good that they are holding this 
roadshow to raise awareness.  
It is important for women to be 
aware of the functions of the 
organisation so that they know 
who to turn to when they need 
help in future,” she said.

Third-year Business student 
Celine Lee, 21, agreed.  “Women 
should be involved in such or-
ganisations that benefi t them as 
they help make their lives more 
enriching,” she said.

She added that she is likely 
to join the organisation in the 
future.

This year, the SCWO is cel-
ebrating International Wom-
en’s Day (IWD) with a special 
five-day treasure hunt called 
Discovery 120 beginning 8 

March. Throughout the five 
days (120 hours), participants 
can, among other things, join 
a sporting activity, learn about 
entrepreneurship and watch a 
martial art expert in action, all 
of which will lead them to dis-
cover the things women can do 
in Singapore. 

“For this year’s IWD, we 
want to let women discover the 
different things they can be, 
hence the name Discovery 120,” 
said Ms Chan.

To take part in the IWD 
event, visit: www. scwo.org.sg

VISIT the edveNTUre site and 
you will notice that it looks 
very different from the one you 
visited one semester ago. 

This is because the Centre 
for Educational Development 
(CED), the team behind ed-
veNTUre, has made consider-
able changes to the website. 
The result is a more exciting 
and vibrant site aimed to 
enhance students’ learning 
experience. 

One  new fea t u re  i n 
the revamped website is 
ConcertBLOG@NTU, which 
showcases a series of podcasts 
of lunchtime concerts in NTU, 
collectively known as the 
Exxon-Mobil Explorations in 
the Arts Concert Series. 

Mr Goh Wee Sen is a mem-
ber of the team behind the 
new site.

He said: “Since two years 
ago, I’ve heard colleagues and 
students in informal chats say-
ing they wished they could go 
to the concerts they missed.

“We hope that with the 
podcasting of the lunchtime 
concerts, the community here 
can fi nd and listen to quality 
audio recordings whenever 
they wish, wherever they want, 
and on any device they have,” 
he added.

Apart from the lunchtime 
concerts, students can soon 
hear podcasts from their 
friends.

“The CED will be happy to 
assemble and collect students’ 
podcast feeds and publish in a 
page on the edveNTUre front. 
We will set up a ‘Submit your 
podcast’ feature on edveNTUre 
by the end of January,” said 
Mr Goh.

David Lee, 20. a fi rst-year 
Communication and Infor-
mation student added: “I am 
supportive of this idea. I feel 
it allows creativity at little or 
no cost.”

There will be no restriction 
on the genre of music that 
you can post. However, each 
podcast feed will be reviewed 
before they are accepted for 
publishing. 

Besides podcasts, there are 
also webcasts from Research-
Channel, original animated 
movie tutorials on popular 
software like Photoshop and 
Dreamweaver, links to Chan-
nelNTU, as well as Channel 
NewsAsia.

However, it seems that  
students are not aware of the 
new features.  Those the Nan-
yang Chronicle interviewed 
said they did not know about 
the revamped edveNTUre. 

Lee said, “I only use it to 
check my school work so I 
didn’t know that it has these 
new features.”

CED is also planning to 
come up with a photo gallery 
where students can contribute 
pictures. 

Browsable video archives 
of NTU related events such 
as convocations and heritage 
walks will also be available 
in future.

“We’re driven by the desire 
to provide a student-centric 
experiential learning experi-
ence for all...We’d love to be 
seen as innovative, relevant, 
and listening,” said Mr Goh.

Judging by the comments 
that have been left on the 
quick message board, it seems 
that the edveNTUre team 
is well on its way towards 
achieving its aim. 

Girl power
Roadshow boosts awareness of women’s issues 
among women

Lee Kai Ying
News Editor

PHOTO    SZE JIA MIN 

A new look for
edveNTUre

Felda Chay

PHOTO   SCREENSHOT

“We want to let 
people know 
where to go when 
they need help.”

Tan Keng Hui, 23, 
fi nal-year Communication 

and Information student

A student dressed in a samfu (left) with the modern power woman.
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RACHEL Tan, 20, is a social 
smoker, but that will soon 
change. The Singapore Institute 
of Management student said: 
“We (young smokers) will be 
motivated to stay away from 
cigarettes together with our 
idol”.

The idol in question is Singa-
pore Idol Taufi k Batisan.

‘Taufi k Smoke-Free Journey”, 
the latest anti-smoking cam-
paign, that is targeted at youths 
was launched last Saturday at 
Atrium@Orchard.

In the campaign, spokesper-
son Taufi k Batisah, who used to 
smoke, sends out the message 
that one can quit smoking yet 
remain ‘cool’ like him.

Seeing his example, smokers 
like Tan now want to quit.

“My friends and I are quite 
big fans of his. So we decided to 
cut down on our smoking after 
the event,” she said.

And it was no empty talk. 
From smoking a pack each time 
they met, Tan and her friends 
have reduced to smoking two to 
three cigarettes each time.

“We’re trying and working 
our way towards quiting,” she 
added with a smile.  

To appeal to youths, the 
campaign has interactive fea-
tures like personalised emails, 
SMS and phone calls like were 
incorporated into it. A website 
was set up at www.taufi ksmoke-
free.com too.

The Singapore Idol will send 
support and encouragement, 
through SMS, to help them start 
their smoke-free journey. 

Ms Choo Lin, the manager 
of the National Smoking Control 
Programme from the Health 
Promotion Board said: “The 
response has been extremely 
encouraging with almost 600 
SMS and 153,000 web hits re-
ceived so far.”

However 23-year-old Jeffrey 
Ng, who is planning to quit 
smoking as part of his New 
Year resolution, does not think 
that the campaign will persuade 
smokers to quit the habit.

The second-year Civil and 
Environmental Engineering stu-
dent said: “I think the decision 
to quit smoking lies with you 
and not a celebrity.”

“Incentives like freebies and 
party passes would not really 
work well on me,” he added. 

Erik Tan, a second-year stu-
dent from the School of Electri-
cal and Electronic Engineering 
agrees with Ng.

The 23-year-old said: “Hard-
core smokers will not be easily 
swayed by idols.

“This campaign would prob-
ably work well only with his 
fans. But I will sign the pledge 
card as I personally intend to 
make a conscious effort to quit 
smoking.”

As part of the campaign, 
both smokers and non-smokers 
can show their support for a 
smoke-free lifestyle by signing 
a pledge card. 

Taufi k signed the fi rst pledge 
card which will be part of a 
giant jigsaw puzzle, compris-
ing 5000 pieces of smoke-free 
pledge cards. 

This jigsaw puzzle will be 
pieced together over the next 
two months, as more people 
sign the pledge cards. The cards 
will be available during road-
shows held at various shopping 
malls island-wide.

A pharmacist will then con-
tact each smoker, offering free 
personalised consultations and 
customised quit plans.  

As an added incentive for his 
fans, Taufi k, who quit smoking 
after he became the Singapore 
Idol, will host a private party in 
April for those who have suc-
cessfully quit smoking, and will 
personally meet and interact 
with them.

Lee Pei Qi
Assistant Opinions Editor

Stub out that cigarette with Taufi k
New anti-smoking campaign endorsed by 
Singapore Idol draws mixed reactions

rooms available during the new 
round of application, just 40 in-
ternational students applied. 

The deadline for the new 
hall application was 17 January, 
and students had to apply online 
for rooms left from the previous 
application last semester.

Mrs Tan-Ong, a manager 
from SAO said: “I don’t think 
we will have the same problem 
of not having enough rooms for 
students to stay in this semester 
as we have a new hall.” 

She added that seven for-
eign students had applied for 
Hall 16. 

SAO also said the latest 
hostel application allocated 

the remaining rooms left from 
previous semester’s application 
by computer balloting to ensure 
a fairer way of assigning their 
rooms. 

Still, some could not wait for 
the new round of application. 

Stephanie Tan, 22, rented a 
Woodlands apartment after two 
failed attempts to apply for a 
hostel room last year. 

“I prefer to look for ways out 
of the situation instead of wait-
ing,” she said. 

The second-year Civil Engi-
neering student from Malaysia 
gave up waiting and chose a fl at 
near the Causeway, so that she 
could return home easily. 

Jocelyn Lee

PHOTO   ADELINE ONGThe smoke-free Singapore Idol encourages his fans to stay away from cigarettes.

Hostels reserved
DURING the holidays, some 
foreign students chose the safest 
way of ensuring a room this se-
mester- by paying for their room 
during the six-week vacation.

This was done even when 
they returned to their home 
country during the vacation. 
Their empty room was kept as 
a way to book their rooms for 
the semester. 

Margareta Astaman, 20, a 
second-year Communication 

and Information Studies student, 
reserved her hall room in Hall 14 
by paying for it, and then left for 
Indonesia, her home country. 

“If I did not pay the rental 
fees and moved out, I would 
have to apply in the second 
round and there is a chance I 
would not get the room. 

“I’d rather not go through the 
trouble,” said Astaman.

International students like 
Astaman choose to reserve their 
rooms because of the unfortu-
nate experience of “squatting”. 

Earlier, some foreign students 
had to “squat” in their friends’ 
room after their initial hostel ap-
plications were unsuccessful.  

Students were allocated on 
the Co-Curricular Activities 
(CCA) point system, and many 
international students did not 
meet the General Cut-Off Point 
and thus placed on a waiting 
list.

SAO said that it has since 
cleared the waiting list of foreign 
student applicants. 

Still, after the experience, 
foreign students maintained a 
level of cautiousness towards 
the hall application.

Out of the estimated 250 
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Library of memories
WHILE growing up, many 
would remember visiting li-
braries as a child.

Now, these recollections 
are being sought after by the 
National Library Board (NLB). 

They are eager to hear all 
about the memories that Singa-
poreans have of libraries.

Earlier this month, the NLB 
launched a four-month long 
nationwide campaign called 
“Celebrating Libraries”.

The participants of the 
campaign include the libraries 
of the three local universities 
and fi ve polytechnics.

As part of the drive, the 
NLB is encouraging Singapo-
reans to come forward with 
stories about how libraries 
have impacted their lives. 

These stories will be col-
lected into a book slated to 
be published in September 
this year.

For Angeline Quek, 22, 
libraries are places that allow 
her to seek solace in books. 

“Friday nights were re-
served for the library. It was 

something that my parents and I 
looked forward to,” the fi nal-year 
Business student recalled. 

“The best part was coming 
home, having supper and reading 
my book.”

The library holds a special 
place in 25-year-old Teo Li Yin’s 
heart as well.

“My mother used to surprise 
me when I was a kid by telling me 
we were going some place special 
after dinner. Then she would bring 
me to the library,” said Li Yin, 
who is currently studying for her 
postgraduate diploma in NIE. 

Chia Yen Yen, 20, remembers 
going to the cookbook section of 
the library with her sister in search 
of recipes to cook for one particu-
lar Mothers’ Day lunch.

The second-year Chemical and 
Biomolecular Engineering student 
recounted with a laugh. 

She said: “My sister and I 
wanted to prepare sweet and sour 
chicken and gula melaka, a Malay 
dessert made out of brown sugar, 
for my mother. 

“The chicken that my sister 
cooked turned out fi ne but the 
dessert I made turned out really 
wrong! But my mother was very 
touched nonetheless,” she said.

The campaign also saw ten 
“library ambassadors” being se-
lected to share their library ex-
periences.

They include prominent per-
sonalities such as Land Transport 
Authority’s Chief Executive BG 
Yam Ah Mee and Nominated 
Member of Parliament Eunice 
Olsen. 

Fancy a brand new university 
experience? Go local.

Th ink exchange programmes equate going abroad? Sze Jiamin and Helen Nofrina show 
you how to go on exchange without having to leave our sunny island

Chia Yen Yen visits the library to get gift ideas for special 
occasions. PHOTO | | KEVIN LIM

Shermaine Wong
Lifestyle Editor

PHOTO | |  SZE JIAMIN

EXCHANGE programmes are 
often thought of as a chance 
to go overseas. However, you 
do not need to buy an air ticket 
to get a new university experi-
ence. 

Students who have been on 
local exchange feel going local 
can be just as rewarding. 

A check with Student Af-
fairs Offi ce showed that in the 
fi rst semester of the academic 
year 2005/06, there were seven 
Singapore Management Univer-
sity (SMU) students and fi ve 
National University of Singa-
pore (NUS) students who came 
over to NTU on the Singapore 
Universities Student Exchange 
Programme (SUSEP). 

Under SUSEP, there were 
three NTU students who went 
to NUS and 17 who went to 
SMU in 2005/06.

SUSEP commenced in July 
2001 when NTU, NUS and SMU 
reached a tripartite agreement 
to offer student exchange op-
portunities. It offers the option 
of going on a partial exchange 

and full exchange. 
Partial exchange allows 

students to take three subjects 
or less in the host university. 
Going on full exchange means 
that students do a semester 
of studies entirely at the host 
university.

Goh Sek Teng, 21, is one 
of four students from the Fac-
ulty of Arts and Social Sciences 
(FASS) at NUS who came over 
to NTU for local exchange.  

The third-year psychology 
student sees SUSEP as a viable 
option for students who may be 
tied down fi nancially or prone 
to homesickness. 

“I was afraid I’d take a long 
time to adapt and my studies 
would be affected. I was also 
reluctant to leave my family to 
go overseas,” Sek Teng said.

Vincent Teo, 22, also had 
a SUSEP experience by going 
over to SMU for one semester. 

The second-year Account-
ancy and Business Law student 
from NTU said: “The opportuni-
ty to get a feel of a city campus 

is enticing.”
Regina Foo, 21, a third-year 

SMU Business student is now 
on partial exchange to NTU. 
She chose to do it due to the 
fl exibility it offered. 

Regina noticed the lush 
greenery surrounding NTU 
and the difference in architec-
ture style as compared to her 
school. 

She said: “NTU buildings are 
very old [but] the scenery is very 
nice.”  

However,  Wong Yoke 
Theng, 20, felt being on partial 
exchange did not allow her to 
fully experience life in NTU, 
like staying in hall and mingling 
with NTU students. 

Nonetheless, going on local 
exchange certainly made a dif-
ference to some. 

Sek Teng said she would 
have gladly chosen to study at 
NTU’s School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences after she 
had experienced campus life 
for herself here. 

She felt NTU offered her a 

hands-on approach to learning that 
will give her an edge over her peers 
in the marketplace. 

While most enjoyed the experi-
ence of local exchange, some still 
missed their own university.

Noor Lyna Bte Zainuddin, a sec-
ond-year student from FASS who is 
currently in NTU on full exchange, 
is one of them. 

The 20-year-old said: “Some-
times I miss my NUS friends, as I 
don’t really know anyone here.”

However, she will reccom-
mend SUSEP to other univeristy 
students “as we are young and 
should step out of our comfort 
zone to explore.” 

Sek Teng (right) with a fellow NUS SUSEP student. 

Additional reporting by 
Mabel Chong

“The best part 
was coming home, 
having supper and 
reading my book.”

Angeline Quek, 22, 
fi rst-year

Business student

Ms. Lim Soo Hoon, Chairman 
of NLB, had this to add: “At some 
point of our lives, libraries must 
have had an important impact 
on us.

“What we hope to achieve 
through ‘Celebrating Libraries’ is 
to refresh our memories of the 
role of libraries in our lives and 
how they can continue to shape 
them.”
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She said one reason that she 
didn’t see any major difference 
living with an international stu-
dent is because foreigners adapt 
to the Singaporean culture. 

For example, unlike many 
local hostelites who habitually 
go to bed late, Michael turned 
in at about 10 p.m. when he fi rst 
came to Singapore.

“I thought that like most 
university students, he would 
sleep late. But as he got used 
to the Singaporean culture, he 
started sleeping later, at 1 or 2 
a.m.,” Dennis said. 

Margareta agreed: “Living 
with a Singaporean helps me 
adapt more to the Singaporean 
lifestyle. Anyway, this is where 
I’m going to stay [for the long 
term].”

Dennis summed up best 
why living with an international 
student was an invaluable ex-
perience: “It’s good to know 
people from other countries. 
If I ever go to France, I have 
someone who can show me 
around,” he said.

A PERMANENT scar from Swit-
zerland.

Independent learning in 
Canada. 

Never-ending fi elds of fl ow-
ers in France.

These were the memora-
ble experiences that students, 
who went on exchange pro-
grammes, shared with The 
Chronicle.

On 18 January 2006, NTU 
presented iGlobal06 at the Nan-
yang Auditorium, a showcase 
of NTU global initiatives for 
undergraduates.  

At the fair, students were 
introduced to an array of ex-
change programmes. 

They are the Global Im-
mersion Programme (GIP), 
International Student Exchange 
Programme (INSTEP), Global 
Summer Studies (GSS), Over-
seas Attachment (OA) and 
Global Leadership Exposure 

Rooming with a stranger
Before you cringe at the thought of rooming with an international student, 

Sophia Huang and Charis Cheong speak to students who tell you otherwise
DIFFERENT language, different 
food, different habits – rooming 
with an international student 
can be daunting. But, judging 
by students interviewed, it can 
be rewarding.

And as nearly half the stu-
dents on campus are from 
overseas, according to Student 
Affairs Offi ce (SAO), adaptation 
and tolerance are the name of 
the game.

Abigail Huang, 19, said 
living with her Indonesian 
roommate, Margareta Astaman, 
20, has been a really good 
experience.

It’s the little things that 
count. “Margareta is very con-
siderate,” said the first-year 
Biological Sciences student. 

“She doesn’t insist on keep-
ing the light on while she is 
doing her work and I want to 
sleep. If she’s talking on the 
phone, she will leave the room 
so that she doesn’t disturb me 
doing my work.”

Abigail makes up a minority 
of local students who stay with 

Abigail Huang (left) is happy to have Margareta Astaman as her 
room-mate. PHOTO |  | SOPHIA HUANG

international students, as most 
international students choose to 
room with students of the same 
nationality.

SAO said that international 
students make up 45% of stu-
dents living on campus.

Michael, a French exchange 
student who studied in NTU in 
2004, made the choice to stay 
with a local even though he 
had originally been allocated a 
French roommate.  He made the 
request as he wanted to know 

more about the Singapore cul-
ture and way of life.

Though Michael was not 
fl uent in English, his roommate 
Dennis Lau, a second-year Ma-
terials Science Engineering stu-
dent, could still chat with him. 

Dennis tried to speak using 
simple English while Michael 
took the effort to use the Eng-
lish-French dictionary. 

The roommates also helped 
each other out in their school 
work. When Dennis needed 
help with his Math tutorial, 
Michael explained the problems 
patiently to him. 

Communication wasn’t a 
problem for others such as Ar-
lene Pang, 23, and her former 
Chinese roommate, Xiao Yen, 
who spoke very good English. 
That helped friendship blossom 
between the two girls.

Having roomed with a Sin-
gaporean before, Arlene, a 
fi nal-year Biological Sciences 
student, felt that living with an 
international student was like 
staying with anybody else.

(GLE) programmes.
Charlotte Ying, 22, is one 

student who went to Switzerland 
under NTU’s OA programme 
from January to June 2005. 

“I fractured my left ankle 
while skiing and was sent to the 
hospital.  Now, I’ve got this scar 
as a memento,” said Charlotte, 
with a laugh. 

The final-year Mechanical 
and Aerospace Engineering 
student added: “I wasn’t scared 
or worried then because the 
doctors and nurses were very 
nice.”  

Ler Yu Min, 23, a fi nal-year 
Materials Science and Engineer-
ing student, reminisced on her 
20 km cycle to the countryside 
in France last June, which left 
her with a aching body.  

“It was worth it because the 
countryside was very beautiful 
and enjoyable,” she said. 

Yu Min was in France under 
the GSS programme. 

For Koh Wee Kuan, 25, a 
fi nal-year Mechanical and Aero-

  International Students Special
the

space Engineering student, his 
trip to Canada’s University of 
Waterloo under INSTEP was an 
eye-opening one. 

“Their education system is 
indeed very different from Sin-
gapore’s.  Their lecture rooms 
are small – about the size of two 
tutorial rooms in NTU.  

“The cosy environment made 
lectures very interactive and 
engaging,” he said. 

Independent learning was 
also something Wee Kuan 
picked up. 

Wee Kuan had to do so as  
very few notes were given to 
students, which meant that they 
had to make their own.  

Going on exchange pro-
grammes may not alawys be a  
one-off affair.

NTU dragonboater Ashley 
Ong, 26, has been to Malay-
sia thrice under the GLE pro-
gramme.

He went with his dragonboat 
team as part of their training.

“I learnt a lot about other 

rowing strokes because  they 
were not taught here in Singa-

“I grew to be 
a lot more 
independent, 
street-smart and 
spontaneous 
while I was 
overseas. 

Koh Wee Kuan, 25, 
on what he gained from 

his iGlobal experience

Lee Kai Ying
News Editor

Travel around the world with iGlobal

pore. We got to see those strokes 
in Penang,” said the third-year 
Civil and Environmental Engi-
neering student. 

Charlotte was thankful that 
she did not face racial discrimi-
nation while on exchange in a 
foreign land.

“I used to think the Europe-

ans were snobbish but I realised 
they are actually very friendly 
and hospitable people.

“They knew I couldn’t speak 
their language so they made the 
effort to speak to me in English,” 
she said.

For Wee Kuan, he felt that 
the Canadians are “very ap-
proachable” people.  

The freedom to do as one 
fancies is also what the students 
who went overseas found excit-
ing.

Wee Kuan had fun travel-
ling with his friends, “driving 
around by [themselves], getting 
themselves lost and then asking 
for directions.”   

Fun aside, students who re-
turn home often take with them 
something more valuable.

Wee Kuan explained: “I grew 
to be a lot more independent, 
street-smart and spontaneous 
while I was overseas. That, I 
think, is something students can 
nurture while being in a foreign 
land.” 
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Celebrating Chinese New Year 
3,000km away

Law Shu Hui fi nds out that friends may be the next best 
thing to family for foreign students   

GRAPHICS |  NERISSA XUE

Union launches new initiatives
|| Daniel Ong ends ago at university talks  

that were organised for poly-
technic students.

Celest Yeo, 24, a fi nal-year 
Mechanical and Aerospace 
Engineering student and am-
bassador in the programme, 
saw this as the perfect op-
portunity to give something 
back to her school. 

“I gained a lot of experi-
ences throughout the two and 
a half years that I have been 
in NTU,” she said.

“Joining this programme 
has allowed me to share these 
experiences with external 
parties.”

Launched at the same 
time last year, the Buddy 
Programme aims to help ex-
change students ease into life 
in NTU and Singapore. 

Buddies introduce for-
eign exchange students to 
the local culture and tradi-

tions through outings. They 
make arrangements amongst 
themselves and decide on the 
programme for the day.

Commencing after last se-
mester’s exam, some buddies 
brought exchange students 
for sightseeing at places such 
as Chinatown.

For A l ic ia Teng, she 
jumped at the chance to be 
a buddy. 

Having lived abroad all 
by herself for quite a while, 
she knew how intimidat-
ing it could be in a foreign 
country. 

“It is a lot easier to have a 
local showing you around,” 
the 19-year-old said.  

“This is especially im-
portant since most of them 
come from the other side of 
the globe.” 

When asked for her most 
unforgettable experience, 

  International Students Special
the

the fi rst-year Business stu-
dent said it was to see “the 
expression on [foreign stu-
dents’] faces when they eat 
durians”.

Exchange students such 
as 20-year-old Griffin De-
laney Strole are grateful to 
their Singaporean buddies for 
helping them understand the 
place better. 

Griffi n, from the Univer-
sity of Illinois – Urban Cham-
pagne, is currently studying 
Chemical Engineering in 
NTU.

“After three weeks in Sin-
gapore, I have come to the 
conclusion that I love this 
place.,” he said.

He added the food, the 
weather, the scenery- even 
classes here beat Illinois 
hands-down.  

Recruitment for both 
schemes was done during 

last December holidays, with 
response being “overwhelm-
ing” for both the initiatives, 
Save said. 

However, not all were 
accepted as there were only 
limited vacancies for the po-
sitions. 

“We will be recruiting 
more ambassadors if the 
demand increases and more 
projects come along this se-
mester,” Avanti said. 

“But for the Buddy pro-
gram, the numbers will de-
pend on the number of in-
coming exchange students.” 

Even if you are not in any 
of these programmes, it does 
not take much to make an 
exchange student feel wel-
comed in NTU.

As Griffin said: “Come 
up and say hello because 
we’re all happy to meet more 
locals”.

AT HOME in China, they would 
be celebrating with fi recrackers, 
pasting red couplets on  doors, 
and eating sumptuous dinners 

with their family.
But for Chinese New 

Year in Singapore, 
these Ch inese 
students settle for 

a game of cards in 
front of the TV with 

friends.
Zeng Zinan, 21, from 

Guangdong province, 
says his celebrations 
here are very low-
key.

“I go out on 
New Year’s eve 

to buy food, and 
eat while watch-
ing TV and play-
ing cards with 
fellow Chinese 
nationals in my 

room,” he said.
The second-

year Computer Engineering student said 
the short Chinese New Year break wasn’t 
long enough to fl y home last year. 

 “I usually celebrate with my family 
by going for tea, and visiting relatives,” 
Zinan said. 

“Sometimes, the village will have 
dinner to celebrate in the open space. 
Preparations are made throughout a 
week before the dinner, and everyone 
is invited.” 

Though he has the company of friends 
here, Zinan feels that they cannot replace 
the warmth of the family.

“The atmosphere is livelier at home. 
Here in Hall 12, it’s quieter since most 
people go home to celebrate,” he said.

Chen Ying-Hsu, a fi rst-year Account-
ancy student from Taiwan, at least gets 
to go visiting at his Singaporean friends’ 
house. Some invite him every year.

The 20-year-old is glad to keep the red 
packets he gets during these visits to his 
friends’ houses, as he had to “surrender” 
them to his parents back in Taiwan.

“Although I’m away from my loved 
ones, I’m glad to have friends with me,” 

said Ying-Hsu.
“There are also no reunion dinners or 

celebrations here in Hall 4 – and anyway, 
I don’t think they’re important to usher 
in the New Year.” 

But some Chinese nationals will 
feel the warmth of Chinese New Year, 
thanks to Singaporeans such as Wilfred 
Lim, 23.

“I have invited non-Chinese friends 
and those from China back home a few 
years ago,” said the third-year Mechanical 
and Aerospace Engineering student. 

“I feel sorry for these foreigners who 
are alone in a foreign land,” Wilfred said, 
“And I hope my small gesture can make 
their day.”

Zinan, at least, won’t be alone in this 
foreign land for the celebrations. 

This year, the long break means he 
can fl y home to China.

So instead of his card-playing friends, 
there’s an extended family of 20 people 
waiting for him. 

With them – and the fi recrackers – this 
Chinese New Year will go with a bang.

EXCHANGE students and 
foreign visitors need not fret 
when it comes to learning 
more about NTU.

The Students’ Union has 
introduced two new ini-
tiatives in mid-December last 
year - the Student Ambas-
sador Programme and the 
Buddy Programme.

According to Avanti Anil 
Save, Public Relations Of-
fi cer of the Students’ Union, 
students in the Ambassador 
Programme will represent 
NTU in various activities

They will host foreign 
visitors to NTU and make 
trips to junior colleges and 
polytechnics during open 
houses to attract students to 
the university.

The ambassadors began 
their duties only two week-
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Kang Cheng Xi, 21,
First-year Common 
Engineering student

Juggling a hectic schedule between 
studies and showbiz, Star Idol fi nalist 
Kang Cheng Xi fi nds time to talk to the 
Chronicle. 

Currently in the fi nal rounds of the 
competition, Cheng Xi is preoccupied 
with rehearsals and television record-
ings at MediaCorp. 

Grateful for the support from friends 
and family, Cheng Xi says they spur 
him on in the competition.
 
We peek into his bag and uncover 
interesting fi nds. “I like to keep the 
things I carry to a minimum. This bag 
is in my favorite color, white. As it is 
a gift from my good friend, it is all the 
more special to me,” he said.

Star-struck 
Kang Cheng Xi may not be a real celebrity yet, 

but he already has fans showering him with gift s. 
Ong Dailin digs into his bag

Telling The Chronicle about one of his favorite haunts, Cheng 
Xi said: “I like to visit the beach whenever I go to Sentosa 
to chill with my friends. I used to go there almost every 
weekend but now with my packed schedule, it’s been a 
long time since I enjoyed myself under the sun.”

“I always put two tokens in my wallet because I don’t 
like to make decisions,” Cheng Xi shared his unusual 
habit with Chronicle. “So when I need to make decisions, 

I will just fl ip the tokens. For example, when I want to 
decide what to eat for lunch.” 

“This was given to me by a very good female friend for 
my 21st birthday. My wallet was in a very bad state and 
she bought a new one for me. The coin pouch had such 
a big hole in it that I dropped one of my lucky tokens and 
had to replace it. You can imagine how spoilt my old wal-
let was,” he said.

“I bought this chain in Far East Shopping Centre about half 
a year ago. I wear it every day. I think it is quite nice and 
I got it only for $5.00. It has two bullets and I took out 
of the heads of the bullets to personalize it.” 

Infl uences and nuances
Local
Bands

Rachel Lim meets local four-piece band, Nuänce, who talks about what their 
name means, Condoleezza Rice and long-distance songwriting

LOOKING at an unusual band name 
like Nuänce, you may conjure up a 
picture of moody or weird art-rockers.
The opposite holds true for the friendly 
four-piece local band. Nuänce is just a 
bunch of easy-going lads who share a 
love for football, computer games and 
music.  

The band is made up of vocalist 
and guitarist Donald Pan, 24, drummer 
Calvin Chien, 23, lead guitarist Xu Yong 
Hui, 23 and bassist Kevin Loh, 22.

Nuänce debuted at Prince of Wales, 
a backpacker’s hostel and bar in Febru-
ary 2005. This year, they have played 
at Sembawang Festival, Singapore’s 
biggest music festival featuring 35 local 
and global acts from 20-21 January and 
two sets at the Esplanade.

Their musical relationship began 
in 2003 when the band, then known 
as Subdivision, consisting of Calvin, 
Donald and Kevin, recorded a three-
track demo. Yong Hui who helped on 
lead guitars was then recruited into 
the band.

Nuänce’s music crosses genres, due 
to their musical infl uences which range 
from folk, indie rock,metal and Bossa 
Nova. The band is also a big fan of 
the British band Mansun. British rock 
infused guitar riffs and can be heard 
on Nuänce’s songs. 

Donald said, “We keep the same 
theme running with slight variations 
here and there, that’s the bit of nuance 
we want to have.” 

Nuänce’s music will catch your at-
tention, with themes like human experi-
ences such as love, religion and politics. 
According to Donald, an original, Soup 

“In different songs, we stick to dif-
ferent elements; a song may sound rock, 
another may sound post-rock or Indie, 
it’s hard to describe a genre that Nuänce 
belongs to,” Donald said.

With a band name that means subtle 
differences in expression, the band tries 
to achieve this in their music. 

of the Day was even inspired by a line 
on democracy said in a speech by Con-
doleezza Rice, the American Secretary 
of State.

With Donald currently pursuing his 
Masters in Psychology in Australia, a 
trans-continental creative relationship 
exists in the band. 

Donald, the main songwriter in the 
group said: “When I write songs in 
Australia, I record them as MP3 fi les and 
email them to the rest. They will come 
up with the riffs for the songs. When 
I’m get back, we work on the material 
during jamming sessions.”

Relatively new to the local scene, 
friends have been an important source 
of support for Nuänce, in particular, Joe 
Ng, local composer and member of the 
late 90s local band, The Padres. 

“Joe has been very helpful giving us 
tips and gathering support, including 
local musicians to our shows and was 
the one to push us to start gigging,” 
Calvin said.

When asked about its direction, 
Nuänce wants to take things one step 
at a time. 

Calvin said: “ I think we have some 
good songs in our repertoire which can 
be recorded, but we have no great fi ve-
year or 10-year plans. Anyway, music 
making is about having fun.”

(L-R): Kevin Loh, Donald Pan, Calvin Chien and Xu Yong Hui. PHOTO |   |  HAZE KANG 

PHOTOS |   |  WANG XIAO CHONG 
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Model students strut their stuff 
Models seem to lead the high life with their designer clothes and funky hair-dos. 

But as Eunyce Yap fi nds out, it’s not all glitz and glamour for these student models

WHILE most undergraduates have to 
be content with mundane jobs like tui-
tion or waitressing to support their ex-
penses, there are those who just have to 
preen, pose and pout to see the money 
rolling in. 

With so many varsity pageants, more 
undergraduates are realising their poten-
tial on the catwalk and turning to model-
ling as a part-time career.

Modelling brings these students extra 
income, and also provides other perks 
through their widened social circles. 

Miss Singapore Universe 2004 fi nalist 
Lee Cheng Ling, a second-year Business 
student said: “Modelling enables you to 
meet a lot of new people. Many of us 
know a number of hairstylists and make-
up artists.” 

The 20-year-old spoke of perks such 
as getting free haircuts and engaging the 
help of the make-up artists when they 
have events to attend. 

While it sounds like a dream come 
true for girls to doll up and sashay on-
stage in pretty gowns, Alison Phua, 21, 
who took part in Miss Singapore Universe 
2004, said her modelling stint was less 
than pleasant. 

The third-year Biological Sciences 
student said that beneath the veneer of 
beauty, ugly catfi ghts happen. 

“A girl claimed I stole her white top 
during the Singapore Universe pageant. 
Also, a media commentator said that I 
was bitching about other contestants 
when I was caught laughing on camera. 
But I was merely sharing a joke with a 
friend,” said Alison, who was also one 
of the Top 10 fi nalists in the Cleo Cover 
Girl Contest in 2004.

“I also get stereotyped as a bimbo just 

because I take part in beauty 
pageants,” Alison added.

Sceptics who think beauty 
and brains don’t mix should 
meet Fong Yue Yeng, 20, 
a second-year Communi-
cation and Information 
student. 

This Dean’s List stu-
dent, who is currently 
in Cornell University 
in the USA on NTU’s 
overseas exchange 
program, took home 
the Best Catwalk 
award in the Ford 
Supermodel of the 
World 2005 competi-
tion.

While most were 
quick to agree that 
modelling was a fun 
and fulfi lling learning 
experience, none saw 
long-term prospects 
in it. 

“In Singapore, it’s 
hard for local mod-
els to get enough 
exposure as there is 
always preference 
for the Pan-Asian 
look. Although one 
may get paid a lot 
for one assignment, 
you might receive 
no other assign-
ments for the next 
few months,” Yue 
Yeng said.

She feels model-
ling is an irregular job, 

and added: “I want to be a high-
fl ying PR or marketing executive 

and earn more money than 
all the Kate Mosses in 
the world!” 

Albert Tan, 24, 
winner of Singa-
pore Face 2004, 
and who is with 
Quest Models, 

scoffs at the idea 
that modeling is a 

lucrative business to 
be in. 

The  th i rd -yea r 
Electrical and Electron-

ic Engineering student 
said: “The salary is not 

constant.Full-time mod-
els earn $500-$1000 per 
month only. I’d rather be 

an engineer.”
Some saw modelling as a 

platform to bigger things. 
“I’m interested in PR and 

hotel management and I feel 
that if people see you on 
TV and magazine covers, 
it will somehow help you 
gain recognition,” said 
Cheng Ling, who is now 
a MediaCorp artiste. 

Low Jiarong, 23, 
who modelled in 
an NKF television 
advertisement in 
2005, warned about 
dubious modelling 
agencies that try 
to cheat money 
out of aspiring 
models. 

“You must pay them a sizeable 
amount for your portfolio fi rst, and you 
may not even get assignments. The really 
good agencies may pay for your portfolio, 
but they don’t take in any Tom, Dick or 
Harry,” the third-year Communication 
and Information student said. 

Jiarong had this piece of advice 
to share: it is safer to get a model-
ling job through a friend or contact in

“I’m interested in 
PR and hotel man-
agement and I feel 
that if people see 
you on TV and mag-
azine covers, it will 
somehow help you 
gain recognition.” 

Lee Cheng Ling,20, a second-
year-business student on why  

she went into modelling

PHOTO | |  COURTESY

Jamming to their hearts’ content
Sanny Chen

JAMFEST 2006 was a smashing success 
this year with eight NTU hall bands 
participating. 

The event, currently into its second 
year, serves as a platform for hall bands 
to showcase their talents to not only their 
hall mates, but also to the rest of NTU.

This year, Jamfest was a joint collabo-
ration between Hall 15 and Hall 7. 

Held in the evening of 16 January at 
Canteen A, the crowd was entertained 
by the smooth tunes and cool beats of 
the bands.

Firduous Hanif, 20, a full-time NS man 
was visiting his friend in NTU at the time 
Jamfest took place. He was awestruck by 
the event that attracted large crowds.

“ I think Jamfest is a really cool event. 
It’s like having multiple gigs in a school 
setting,” he said. 

Others like Adrian Ng, 22, had sug-
gestions to offer.

The fi rst-year Materials Science and 

Engineering student, felt Jamfest should 
be organised on a larger scale. 

He said: “Hopefully next year public-
ity can be improved, perhaps with more 
mass emails and publicity posters [being 
put up] all over the school because it’s a 
really great event.”

First-year Accountancy student, Jef-
fery Yu, was one of the organisers of 
Jamfest 2006.

The 22-year-old said: “Jamfest is a 
good avenue for NTU hall bands to start 
out. It gives them more exposure and 
more chances to perform to a crowd.”

He praised Hall 8’s jam band, Crea, for 
their spontaneous and crowd engaging 
performance which saw the male band 
members take off their shirts midway 
through their performance. 

Another one of Jamfest’s organisers, 
Kelvin See, 23, who was also Hall 7’s jam 
band’s drummer, felt extremely satisfi ed 
with the audience turnout. 

The second-year Biological Sciences 

student said the event shows that there 
is a lot of musical talent and potential 
among hall bands. 

“It was encouraging to see the over-

whelming turnout and response from the 
crowd. It would be great to see every 
hall band in NTU perform next year,” 
he said.

PHOTO | |  ARIEH SINGERHall 10’s jam band, King Kong Jane, in the limelight.

the industry.
However, those blessed with the looks 

and right connections may not have to 
fork out a single cent. 

Cheng Ling, whose face has graced lo-
cal magazines like Her World and SHAPE, 
advised: “Be smart. You don’t have to 
pay for everything. I didn’t pay for my 
portfolio – I built it over time.  At fi rst I 
had to go for castings, but after awhile, 
when people knew me, I just had to send 
my portfolio down.” 
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IF THERE is one thing that embodies 
the spirit of Frank McCourt’s Teacher 
Man, it’s this mea culpa. 

As a high school teacher in New 
York City, Frank unravels his vari-
egated experiences in an animated and 
refreshingly candid way that wholly 
encapsulates what it really means to be 
a teacher. It’s more than just conducting 
a class and grading essays, it’s about 
being a storyteller, actor, therapist, 
friend, etc. 

Tapping on his students’ immense 
talent in writing excuse letters for not 
having attended class, he assigns the 
class to write, “An Excuse Note from 
Adam or Eve to God” as homework.

Frank’s ingenious and unconven-
tional antics in the classroom some-
times relegate him in the eyes of the 
other teachers and the principal, yet on 
other occasions, he is eulogized by his 
superiors for his vivid spontaneity and 
imaginativeness. 

In the perpetual trajectory of his 
teaching career, he learns a great deal 
from his students and is inspired by 
their astute sense of judgment. 

Teacher Man is a sincere account 
of a teacher’s confessions and refl ec-
tions. 

As you read this splendid novel, 
feelings of nostalgia drift you back in 
time and you relive those precious and 
unforgettable moments of when you 
were in high school. You may even 
think to yourself, “Mea culpa”. You 
aren’t the only one. We all are. So we 
learn to learn.

THE Bride Stripped Bare plays off on 
the premise that a mother found her 
daughter’s journal after her daughter 
and grandson disappeared under mys-
terious circumstances. 

The book is written in a series of 
diary entries – amounting 138 “lessons” 
and artfully charts the sinuous paths of 
marriage and desire.

The author of the journal, a name-
less 30-something housewife, embarks 
on an affair that changes her life to a 
large extent, not only in that it opens 
her up to viewing sexual pleasure in a 
different light, but thinking about life 
and how she is living it. 

The book gets more interesting after 
the illicit affair as it explores how she 
gradually rekindles her love for her 
husband. 

The renewal of their damaged re-
lationship is much more enlightening 
than her tedious experiences with her 
Latin lover.

Bride Stripped Bare may be ex-
tremely graphic, but not without reason. 
It was only through her sexuality that 
the character grew and found her true 
identity. 

The story is not written in a crude 
manner, but in a matured, matter-of-
fact style.

To some, the Bride Stripped Bare 
may start off slow, but as it progresses, 
the climax is simply out of this world.

This book is wonderfully sensuous 
and witty in its construction, a subtle 
portrait of a modern marriage. It’s never 
too early to learn.

Books

Th e Bride Stripped 
Bare

Teacher Man

by Nikki Gemmell

$18.90
Harper Perennial

Available at Borders

by Frank McCourt

$44.10
Scribner

Available at Borders

Sri Ranjini Chitra Kumar

January , 

upcoming events
week four
(January 23 to 28)

H.A.N.D.S 2006
January 25, 3.00p.m. to 10.00p.m.
NTU SRC swimming pool
For more details, visit http://clubs.ntu.edu.sg/life-
guards
Do your part for charity by participating in the annual 
charity swim organised by the NTU Lifeguard Corps. 
H.A.N.D.S, or Help A Needy Swim, is aimed at raising 
funds for the charity organization, Christian Outreach 
to the Handicap (COH), which assists the care of 
autistic children and handicapped patients. Be ready 
to get wet participating in the mass swim as well as 
the 3km Challenger Swim.

week fi ve
(January 30 to February 3)

Surf n Sweat 2006
February 5, 8.00a.m.
Sunset Bay, Sentosa
For more details, visit http://www.ntusportsclub.
com/surfnsweat2006/Home.html
Organised by the NTU Sports Club, the annual Surf 
n Sweat is back again this year. Main events include 
Surf n Run and a new category called the Lover’s Chal-
lenge, added to the Surf n Blade event. Side events 
include Beach Volleyball, Beach Soccer, Beach Touch 
Rugby, as well as Ultimate Frisbee. Appealing to a 

different group of sportsmen, these side events are 
carried out in a more fun, yet competitive manner. 
Look out for jam-band performances, the Surf Babe 
and Surf Hunk competition, as well as other exciting 
programmes like the hot-dog eating competition and 
the strongest man competition that promise to entice 
beach-goers. 

week six
(February 6 to February 10)

Nanyang Invitational Challenge
6 – 10 February
Sports and Recreation Centre
For more information, visit www.ntu.edu.sg/sao/
sports or contact Ms Royce Yap at 67905166
Come support the NTU athletes in the Nanyang In-
vitational Challenge 2006. The event was planned 
last year in collaboration with NTU’s 50th anniversary 
celebrations. Watch six universities from around the 
world pit their skills in exciting men’s basketball and 
women’s table tennis matches. The Nanyang Invita-
tional Challenge is an extension of a previous sports 
exchange program between NTU and Jinan University. 
All are encouraged to cheer the NTU teams on home 
ground!

Strings & Serenades: Corrinne May in 
Concert
February 12 2006, 7.30p.m.
University Cultural Centre Hall, NUS
Tickets at $28- $48 from SISTIC
Hailed as Singapore’s answer to Canadian singer 
Sarah McLachlan, Corrine May’s last local perform-
ance was a sold-out concert at the Esplanade in 
August 2005. Do not miss this evening of ballads, 
adult-contemporary tunes and new songs. Corrine’s 
one-night-only acoustic concert, backed by an 8-piece 
string ensemble, kicks off the NUS Arts Festival.
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AT FIRST listen, tracks on Mew’s And The Glass Handed 
Kites may sound nondescript, but after a few more spins, 
the gems on the album are slowly revealed. 

Kites, the follow-up to Mew’s debut album Frengers, 
does not fail to deliver Danish band’s signature dreamy 
space-rock sound. 

The interesting part about Mew is their The Pet Shop 
Boys meets Death Cab for Cutie vocals. The boyish 
and airy vocals contrast with the sobering melodies on 
tracks like “A Dark Design”. Dark tunes aside, upbeat 
tracks are also found. “Special” is reminiscent of 80s’ 
pop and “The Zookeeper’s Boy” is an uplifting track 
with a infectious chorus.

The endearing album seamlessly weaves all fourteen 
tracks through short segues like “Fox Club” and “Small 
Ambulance”. Listening to Kites is akin to reading a novel, 
with dramatic build-ups in the angsty “Apocolypso”, 
gentle fl uxes and quiet resolutions in the slow “White 
Lips Kissed”.

Mew stands out with their innovative rock melodies 
on Kites, amidst the many copies of the new-wave rock 
movement in the European scene. 

Pop this album into the player for a spin on those 
languid days and take a musical trip to your subcon-
scious.

I’M NOT a big fan of musical soundtracks, but Mrs. 
Henderson Presents I do like.

Directed by Stephen Frears and based on a true story, 
Mrs. Henderson Presents is a musical comedy about 
London’s fi rst nude “showgirls” in a wartime theatre in 
the 1930’s. 

The score, composed and arranged by legandary 
composer George Fenton (Anna and the King, The Cru-
cible, Dangerous Liaisons), is remarkable in its ability 
to tell a story in and of itself.  

Divided into four sections - ‘The Early Years’, ‘Naked 
Girls’, ‘War’, and ‘We Never Close’, each section tells its 
own story and features its own distinct style. Largely a 
collection of old, jazzy music hall-style music, the album 
transports us to the era of Vaudeville. 

The highlight of the album has to be “The Girl in the 
Fan”, a mellow yet haunting piano piece with a touch of 
genuine emotion. Other worthy mentions are ‘Persuad-
ing Tommy’, also an instrumental piece, and ‘The Sails 
of the Windmill’, a duet performed by Will Young and 
Camille O’Sullivan. 

Mrs. Henderson Presents is an album which com-
pletely encapsulates the fi lm it represents, featuring 
equal parts of sentimentality and whimsy and a revue 
of jazz, pop, and nostalgia.

Jolene TanRachel Lim

Music

And The Glass 
Handed Kites

Movies

I Not Stupid Too
(Jack Neo, Xiang Yun, Huang Yi 
Liang, Shawn Lee)

Cheaper By Th e Dozen 2

AN OVERSIZED dog; an immortal gal-
loping packrat; a pregnant woman; and a 
group of children large enough to make 
a basketball team (with a few reserves) 
are all perfect ingredients for a potentially 
annoying and immature comedy. 

Cheaper By The Dozen 2 - starring 
Steve Martin, who is arguably the king 
of physical comedy, is surprisingly palat-
able as far as the run-of the mill slapstick 
antics are concerned. 

I must admit to having negative pre-
conceived notions as I waited for the 
movie to start. I expected forced comedy 
and stunts that pushed the bounds of 
what can be expected in a day in the life 
of an ordinary family - then again, the 
Bakers are not your everyday family.

Besides age-old variants of the over-

(Steve Martin, Carmen Electra, 
Hilary Duff) 

  

ONCE again, Jack Neo offers excellent 
critique on the Singaporean brand of edu-
cation and communication in I Not Stupid 
Too. Heavier in tone than its prequel I 
Not Stupid, it blends clever banter with 
poignancy to give the viewer insights on 
the feelings of students and their parents 
as both struggle to carve out happy fam-
ily lives amidst the pressures of school 
and work.

The movie centres round the lives of 
two teenage boys who hail from differ-
ent family backgrounds but share similar 
educational experiences. The boys, Tom 
and Cheng Cai, have problems with their 
parents and Chinese teacher, leading to 

done pie-in-the-face stunts, the writers 
of the movie provided a healthy dose of 
sarcasm; which- I noticed- seemed to fl y 
right over the heads of the audience at 
the screening.

In this sequel, the Baker family reluc-
tantly leave Chicago for Winnetka Lake 
in order for them to have some quality 
family time, as prescribed by the patri-
arch Tom Baker (Steve Martin). It seems 
that Tom and his wife are starting to 
experience ‘empty nest syndrome’ even 
though ten little members of their litter 
will still be at hand when their two eldest 
daughters leave home.

The secluded location has sentimental 
value for the entire Baker family, and 
even more deep-seated issues for Tom 
Baker whose lifelong archrival still lives 
there and has come to own the majority 
of the location.

It is often said that the reason Holly-
wood movies appeal to a cross-section of 
audiences around the world is that they 
deal with universal themes- this movie is 
no exception. The average Singaporean 
will fi nd a lot to relate to in this movie, 
as it explores in cardinal Asian values, 
namely: fi lial piety, competition (a.k.a. 
kiasuism) and population growth.

Steve Martin’s acting is standard; 
Hilary Duff’s performance is nothing to 
write home about, while Carmen Electra 
does an unsurprisingly convincing por-
trayal of the trophy bimbo wife

“IT’S an honour to introduce the future of RnB.” Too 
good to be true? Let me try to tell you why. It’s because 
Chris Brown is only sixteen years of age. He is not great 
yet but certainly has the potential to be. The single “Run 
It!” from this self-titled debut album reached the top of 
the Billboard singles charts when released late last year. 
He is the fi rst solo male artiste to do so. 

Brown comes from a small town in Virginia called 
Tappahannock and grew up listening to Usher, Tevin 
Campbell and Michael Jackson. So it’s unsurprising that 
he ends up sounding like them with his smooth vocals 
and catchy tunes. The good stuff ends here.

While style is present, substance is lacking in this 
collection of songs for hormonally charged pubescent 
boys. In his website he explains, “I’m young. I want to 
appeal to people my age.” Surely he achieves that when 
all he croons about is trying to get with girls.

He sings, “When I seen the hottest chick/ That a 
young’n ever seen before/ I said Yo”. And that line pretty 
much sums it up. Thank goodness he plans to head in 
a different direction when he is twenty, and it better be 
the right direction. 

Unless he fi nds his own, Chris Brown will just be 
wasted potential. This album is at best a preview of 
better things to come.

Helmi Ali

Marianne Choo Bulelwa Makina 

a series of events that explore a host 
of issues such as corporal punishment, 
the need to feel a sense of belonging, 
and the responsibility that schools and 
parents have for a student’s emotional 
well-being.

Like its prequel, I Not Stupid Too dis-
cusses education extensively. It points 
out the narrow defi nition of “success”, in 
which academic achievement is held to 
be the chief indicator, to the extent that 
other talents are thrown into obscurity. 
On communication between teacher 
and student, the movie rigorously calls 
for teachers to look at the good side of 
students, not just their fl aws, and learn to 
be more generous in according praise.

This piece of advice regarding com-
munication forms a motif that weaves 
itself into commentary on parent-child 
relationships, encouraging parents to 
open their eyes to their children’s talents. 
The movie shows how parental love is 
poorly conveyed through constant nag-
ging, while the skill to listen is all but ne-
glected, resulting in impassiveness within 
children. Many a Singaporean child can 
readily identify with some aspects of this 
archetypal family portrait.

Overall, I Not Stupid Too is a movie 
that holds great appeal for the average 
Singaporean, given its skilful portrayal of 
these aspects of Singaporean life pack-
aged with a strong local fl avour. 

(Mew)

Mrs Henderson 
OST

Chris Brown

(Chris Brown)
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(Various)
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SPECIFICATIONS
Retail price  $111 & $155 respectively
Capacity  256MB & 512MB
Playback time  8 hours
Supported Format MP3, WMA, WAV
(Audio)

MERITS
Built-in LiPolymer battery, chargeable via USB
Lightweight, weight only 20 grams with battery

SHORTCOMING
E-Book supports only .txt formats

Shiro DA MP3 
Lightweight entertainer

IT SEEMS that our hectic lifestyle has fi nally caught up 
with our beloved MP3 players. Shiro’s DA MP3 player 
includes an integrated phone book organiser and a 
Text File viewer. It can serve as a backup for your SIM 
card; all you have to do is to synchronise with your 
computer. DA can also serve as a USB (2.0) Flash drive 
and as a recorder for FM or voice. It has the 7 sound 
equalizer mode and the usual selectable music playback 
sequence. DA’s ID3 Tag Support feature allows up to 
16 languages to be displayed as titles and lyrics, such 
as Polish and Russian. This player is seriously worth 
considering if you have a small budget.

January , LIVE14

Tech

CREATIVE’S latest reply to its rival Apple, Zen Vision:M, 
is quite an item to behold. Vision:M is a photo viewer 
and it can store about 120 hours of video - 10 times 
longer than the length of the whole of LOTR trilogy! A 
regular feature in Creative’s products is built-in FM radio 
and Vision:M is no exception. It syncs with Microsoft 
Outlook, keeping users up-to-date with appointments 
and tasks. Incorporating a touchpad is a good idea, 
just be fi rm on those tactile buttons. Vision:M comes 
bundled with a protective pouch and the usual stuff 
like power adapter and earphones. In short, Vision:M 
is both aesthetically and functionally pleasing.

SPECIFICATIONS
Retail price  $598
Capacity  30GB
Playback time  14 hours
Supported Format MP3, WMA, WAV
(Audio)

MERITS
2.5-inch high resolution 262k LCD screen
Has content password protection and selectable 
themes to match your mood

SHORTCOMING
Small reset button, not easy to reset if there is 
a need to

Creative Zen Vision:M
Mammoth performer

 Gadget   Guide
OUR PICK

CHRONICLE

Your Lovable Music
You are tearing your hair out for the ideal gift  for Valentine’s Day and it is less than a month away.

Don’t panic! Dennis Lim and Poh Sok See may just have what you need.

First look at interesting gadgets from CES 2006

SPECIFICATIONS
Retail price  Not available at print
Capacity  512MB
Playback time  6 hours
Supported Format    MP3, WMA, WAV
(Audio)

MERIT
Two earphone jacks 

SHORTCOMING
E-Book supports only .txt formats

p!ng   realtime quirky bits
Netholas

LeMON F17
One-for-two player

P!N
G

 

THIS silver clad player’s best selling point has to be its 
two earphone jacks. This is ideal for couples who insist 
on listening with both ears, sparing the sole earphone 
from competing with noise from the environment. Other 
than that, the rest of the features are the norm in most 
MP3 players nowadays. It has a FM radio and recording 
functions. The F17 also has voice recording abilities and 
multi-language (e.g. Chinese) support for ID3 tags and 
lyrics. Interestingly, the display comprises of two colours 
and comes with screensaver options. Overall, the F17 
scores decently with its regular specifi cations, but get 
it only if you need the extra earphone jack.

IN CASE you didn’t know, CES stands for Consumer Electronics Show. It is an annual event held in USA, show-
casing the latest products in the technological arena. In the recent CES in Las Vegas, the world was shown the 
inevitable tide of technology barraging their way into our lives. From a 40-inch LCD monitor to detachable laptop 
screens, it makes us wonder what else technology has up its sleeve.

Panasonic showcased a laptop that is unconventionally powered by a fuel cell that is claimed to provide 20 hours 
of usage. An upcoming storage medium called Holographic storage may be able to cram 500GB into a device the 
size of a business card.

For those bookworms out there, Sony has released its new e-book reader which can hold up to 80 books with 
the option of more with SD card slot. Philips introduced its still-in-research Entertaible, which is a huge horizontal 
touch screen for board gaming.

Interesting gadgets never fail to amaze us and the future looks good. And did we mention that our local Creative’s 
Zen Vision:M won the “Best of CES: Best in Show” award at CES 2006?

PHOTO   Cnet.com  
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Never mind the coffee

Settler’s Cafe
Where: 39, North Canal Road Singapore 059295 
Tel: 6535-0435
Operating hours: 2.00 p.m. to 11.00 p.m. 
                           (Tuesday to Thursday, Sunday)
                            2.00 p.m. to 1.30 a.m. 
                           (Friday, Saturday, and eves of public holidays)
                  Closed on Mondays
What’s on: Hidden amidst rows of shop houses near Clarke Quay, 
the fi rst board game themed café in Singapore was established more 
than two years ago, Settler’s café stocks over 300 board and card 
games, ranging from the familiar Monopoly and Cluedo to lesser-
known ones like Power Grid and Cranium. You can even purchase 
and take home the games from the café.
What’s hot: The comfy café allows you to pit your game skills 
with friends for a no-holds-barred time of fun. It is a good oppor-
tunity to try new and complicated games, with the staff helping by 
explaining the rules. Settler’s appeal lies in the laidback yet enjoy-
able gaming experience.

Café Cosmo
Where: 47 Amoy Street, Singapore 069873 
Tel: 6220-9510
Operating hours: 3.00 p.m. to 12.00 a.m. (Monday to Friday)

                    5.00 p.m. to 12.00 a.m. (Saturday)
                     Closed on Sundays

What’s on: Husband-and-wife team Ray Chen and Vikki Tan 
started Café Cosmo in May 2005, with the aim of supporting the 
independent music scene. Occupying a shop house in the heart of 
Chinatown, the eclectically furnished cafe offers customers plenty 
to do in the cozy establishment. From reading to having a spin at 
the DJ console, or just chilling out to great music with drinks and 
food, customers can rest easy here. It is no surprise that the stylish 
joint is a platform for music lovers and aspiring musicians, when 
co-owner Ray Chen himself plays the bass for the local band, Sur-
real.  Events held include “Indie Pop Night” on Fridays, and “Cosmo 
House Party” on Saturdays. 
What’s hot: Cool items are sold in store, ranging from a variety 
of rare, imported music CDs, music t-shirts, and vintage ornaments 
from the 60s and 70s. 

PHOTOS | |  YEOH KEAT WEI

Getting bored of the usual coff ee joints? Jennifer Law and 
Ng Xiuling set out to explore some theme cafes in town.

Th e Book Café 
Where: 20 Martin Road, Seng Kee Building #01-02 Singapore 
239070 
Tel: 6887-5430
Operating hours: 8.30 a.m. to 10.30 p.m. (Sun – Thurs)

                   8.30 a.m. to 12 midnight (Fri & Sat)
What’s on: The Book Café is a gem for those who want some quiet 
time reading while enjoying a nice cuppa or having a hearty meal. 
Tucked away near Robertson Quay, it fi rst opened its doors fi ve 
years ago. The café’s trademark is its wide selection of books and 
magazines, ranging from glossy fashion publications to favourites 
like C.S. Lewis’ much-loved series, The Chronicles of Narnia. To-
gether with inviting warmth, the chic American-style café is perfect 
for those seeking a getaway to de-stress after a long day. 
What’s hot: The café serves over a hundred items on its extensive 
menu, leaving customers spoilt for choice. Late-risers need not fear 
missing the morning meal, as breakfast is served here all day long. 
Prices for food and beverages here are affordable, ranging from $3 
to $17. Wine is also served for who need their fi x of spirits. Perks 
that make the café perfect for group project meetings include free 
wireless service and a computer reserved for patrons’ use. For those 
who cannot bear to leave their pets behind, get this: The Book Café 
allows patrons to bring their pets along in the outdoor dining area. 
According to its assistant manager, Henry Seok, the café might even 
introduce a pet’s menu in the future.
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A Night of Sunshine A Nig
The night of 14th January at the
Stefanie Sun. Our local sunshin
and music items and was toppe

to the highest whe
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A Night of Sunshine ght of Sunshine 
e Singapore Indoor Stadium was ablazed with the stunning presence of NTU alumni 
ne wowed many with her much-awaited public concert. It featured energetic dance 
ed off with a breathtaking array of dazzling lights and colours. The mood was lifted 
en she performed with, guest stars, the dyanmic Taiwanese trio F.I.R. 

PHOTOS    HAZE KANG
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PCTURE OF HER IN 
ACTION

CLOSE UP SHOT, 
P ICTURE OF 

HER FACE
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Buangkok stat ion f ina l ly be-
gan operations on January 15. 
Th e white elephant has become 

symbolic of the lobbying carried out by 
residents .

Yet, the white elephant was only a 
creative spark that captured the attention 
of other Singaporeans. 

More importantly, Mr. Charles 
Chong, Member of Parliament for Pa-
sir Ris-Punggol GRC and his team of 
grassroots leaders had worked hard on 
the ground. 

Th ey conducted surveys and talked 
to the transport operator with the clear 
objective of getting Buangkok station 

operating and it fi nally paid off .
Th ere can be parallels drawn with 

NTU’s Hall 3 saga. Th e Hall 3 JCRC has 
also chosen to engage the administration 
— over their new hall fees. 

They submitted a proposal asking 
for lower hall fees and are awaiting its 
outcome. The SAO has said that the 
proposal stands a good chance of being 
approved.

It is encouraging to see Singaporeans 
take up an active role in shaping the 
future they want. In both instances, 
the parties were clear about what they 
wanted and worked within the bounda-
ries of the law.

The results have been encourag-
ing too. Th e administration has been 
willing to listen and make changes if 
necessary.

Such a process may be long and tedi-
ous but it is a win-win situation for all. 
Everyone stands to gain with a clearer 
understanding of the needs and wants 
of all involved.

It is with such a system that a decision 
which benefi ts the most can be made.

Indeed, as Singapore evolves into a 
more inclusive and open society, much 
more meaningful debate can only hap-
pen if we speak our mind and choose to 
listen too.

Shape your future — speak and listen

Same same, but diff erent
Frankly, my dear
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PICKING up your brother from 
the MRT station should not be 
too big a deal. Unless, of course, 
he has just enlisted the week 
before, and is standing together 
with a few hundred other simi-
larly attired young men (men, 
not boys), all eager to have their 
fi rst taste of the mainland on 
their return.

It gets worse if your brother’s 
phone goes fl at on him while he 
is trying to point himself out in a 
sea of shorn heads, any of which 
could belong to recruit Tan Ming 
Hui Benjamin. 

Twenty minutes and a frantic 
call from a stranger’s phone later, 
however, my brother somehow 
gets lucky and fi nds our car on a 
road which was so jammed that 
it really should have had Elec-
tronic Road Pricing (ERP). 

Ah, the oh-so-familiar rituals 
that the families of Singaporean 
boys go through. It seemed 
like only yesterday when I was 
part of the bewildered green 
tide, mesmerised by the lights 
and sounds of Pasir Ris Inter-
change.

In the few minutes that I was 
scanning the crowd of army 
boys, it struck me that they were 
largely the same. Most of them 
spoke in decent English or Man-
darin, and it hit me then that I 
was looking at the so-called “JC 
batch” of army boys. 

I was concerned with what 
is being done to integrate these 
elite batches of recruits with the 
rest of their peers. 

I recall my own period of 
service to the nation. 

It began with three months 
of basic military training. Hav-
ing watched both the stage play 
and fi lm army daze, I eagerly 
anticipated meeting my platoon 
mates. 

My father had told me many 

stories about his time in NS. He 
spoke of incredibly ridiculous 
punishments which have been 
since been outlawed by the 
army. He told me about the over-
sized uniforms they received and 
how lucky we are now (a fact he 
never fails to reiterate). 

Above all, his most memora-
ble experience of national serv-
ice, was meeting people from all 
walks of life. Thus, I wanted very 
much to experience this for my-
self and was eager to meet others 
beyond my social circle.

However, when I fi rst entered 
my bunk that was to be my 12-
week abode, I could not believe 
it. Every single one of us was 
Chinese, from well-to-do fami-
lies, and were all were awaiting 
entry into local universities.

Three months passed, and 
we were soon posted to differ-
ent units. Some became pilots; 
others were trained to build 
bridges. I wanted to become 
a commander but I became a 
military policeman instead

In the following two years, 
I came into contact with peo-
ple from vastly different back-
grounds. There were the spoilt 
mama’s boys, pizza-delivering 
boys and there was even a guy in 
a death-metal band who growled 
most of the time. 

Working as peers gave me in-
valuable insights into the values 
they hold, giving me a whole 
new perspective towards issues 
like loyalty and spiritual faith. 
One guy, for instance, thought 
nothing of using up all his leave 

for a pilgrimage to Mecca. Need-
less to say, his mates offered to 
cover his duties. 

The disappointment of not 
being chosen to become a com-
mander slowly faded away as I 
began to appreciate the opportu-
nity of being around these quirky 
characters. 

While confl icts arose from 
time to time, they were easily re-
solved and bonds of friendships 
formed in their place.

My brother will, most prob-
ably (a 70 per cent chance 
according to army pamphlets) 
become a commander. If so, I 
feel that he would have missed 
out on an essential ingredient of 
the army experience: to be peers 
with fellow Singaporeans from 
all walks of life. 
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Redefi ning meritocracy in Singapore schools
 Jamie Lee
 News Editor

soon you’ll be on your way to 
feeling better.   

However, it can also be quite 
a scare to think about what else 
can happen.  

We were stunned when we 
first saw people talking and 
walking loudly into thin air 
wearing their mobile phone ear-
pieces.  Some of us even thought 
they are crazy.  

Similarly, we would be quite 
taken aback today if we were 
to see someone beside us sud-
denly laugh or giggle, or even 

jerking from one side to another 
saying “Stop it, you are making 
me laugh!”  

It’s even scarier if our ward-
robes contain models of our 
family members all lined up in 
a row, ready to be hugged.

In this case, technology is 
being used as a substitute for the 
lack of the physical presence.  
Sadly, it can never be a good 
or apt one.  

Simply because nothing 
beats giving hugs physically, in 
the present moment.  

We will not be able to fully 
appreciate a hug given to us by 
those whom we know if we just 
wear only a jacket and stare into 
thin air.  

The same goes to the hugger.  
We won’t feel satisfi ed as much 
as we do hugging a mannequin 
than a human being

We may even forget the 

really smart.”
This mentality has created 

a set pattern in defi ning what 
success in Singapore’s educa-
tion is. 

Students have to take the 
same well-worn path in order 
to consider themselves elite, and 
successful.

The irony is when students 
excel at the streaming examina-
tions — they limit their choices 
to the same tried and tested 
schools, which are considered 
the best in Singapore. 

My brother’s question is sym-
bolic of how the notion of elitism 
has imbued local students with 

trodden path indicates the suc-
cess of meritocracy better than 
its simplistic interpretation. 

None the l e s s ,  t he re  i s 
progress. Channel NewsAsia 
reported last month that the 
education system is evolving to 
one based on talent, rather than 
examination meritocracy. 

It is to become less stand-
ardised as students are assessed 
on their talent, rather than just 
their results. 

Education Minister Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam then said: “(It 
is) a certain fuzziness that comes 
when you move from a system 
that is about effi ciency, to a sys-

tem that is about choice.” 
The emphasis may be on 

nurturing talent, but the underly-
ing theme is choice. 

Students in a meritocracy 
should be able to choose, rather 
than follow a traditionally ac-
cepted pattern.

Still, there are many mech-
anisms against change, like 
the idea of affi liation among 
schools.

Schools are grouped accord-
ing to religious ties or name-
sakes, providing preferential 
treatment to affi liated students. 

Point reductions are given to 
these students, albeit capped, 
but it is enough to deny another 
a chance to enter.

Nonetheless, removing af-
filiation would raise protest, 
as alumni would fall back on 
traditions and sentimentality to 
oppose this move.

Parents who think ahead, 
take advantage of another enrol-
ment criteria — the two kilome-
tre radius. 

One of the biggest loopholes 
in our education, it allows stu-
dents who live within two kilo-
metre of a school to gain priority 
for entry, as it saves travel. 

This also means that parents 
who want their child to get into 
elite schools, intentionally move 
to areas where the top schools 
are. 

Thus, a student can begin 
schooling at an elite primary 
school and work their way up 
via affi liation.

Despite such mechanisms, 
there is hope that in time, stu-
dents will not be glorifi ed for 
the badges on their uniform, but 
what they have achieved in their 
education pursuits.

SINGAPORE’S education system 
is based on meritocracy. Or so 
it has been said. 

Unfortunately, such meri-
tocracy has been degraded to a 
chase to collect as many prestig-
ious school badges as possible. 

Certainly, our education sys-
tem is founded on meritocracy. 
Students use their scores from 
streaming examinations like the 
‘O’ and ‘A’ levels to gain entry 
into higher education. 

This form of assessment 
ensures that students go to 
schools that correspond to their 
academic ability. 

The scramble for the top 
grades is down to a simple equa-
tion: Do well, and get into an 
elite school. 

Sumiko Tan, a columnist for 
The Sunday Times, recently said 
she thought that an elite school 
was better than a neighbour-
hood one. 

She felt extra resources, 
dedicated teachers and an active 
alumni allowed elite schools to 
stay at the top. 

She added that “having a 
good school to your name al-
lows you to go through life 
basking a little in its glory...no 
matter how successful one is in 
adulthood, a person who went 
to a nondescript school is likely 
to feel a little bit apologetic 
about it”.

My brother, who had just en-
tered secondary school recently, 
told me that he saw a friend 
in a neighbourhood school’s 
uniform. 

He asked me: “Why is she in 
that school? I thought she was 

the idea that meritocracy means 
enrolling in elite schools.

However, as Dr Lee Wei Ling, 
Director of the National Neuro-
science Institute of Singapore, 
pointed out in a letter to the 
Straits Times Forum last month, 
students can still choose a less 
well-known school and excel. 

She was responding to the 
dissenting voices against a top 
PSLE student who chose not to 
go to an elite school. 

Dr Lee felt that schools are 
only a contributing factor to 
success.

There are many routes to 
excellence, and taking the less 

Give me a hug — send it online!

I WAS surprised when I read  
in the papers last year about a 
team of NTU researchers who 
had successfully created virtual 
hugs that can be transmitted 
from one end of the Internet to 
the other.

At an exhibition held at the 
Interaction and Entertainment 
Research Centre to showcase the 
new system, a live chicken was 
fi tted into a wire-laced jacket. 

It was connected to a com-
puter at “Home”, while a chick-
en model was located in the 
“Offi ce” to simulate a work and 
home environment.  A camera 
then captures the chicken’s 
movements, and data is sent 
over to the model, which moves 
accordingly.  

The owner has to only stroke 

the model chicken and data will 
be sent to the jacket, causing a 
series of vibrations to give a hug 
to the live chicken. 

Well, fi rstly, I’m worried for 
the chicken.  Who really knows 
if animals will enjoy it? It may 
be a pain to them.

Apparently, this system is 
being considered for testing on 
humans next. If it happens, and 
gets incorporated into our daily 
lives, imagine how interesting 
it can be. 

We would be in for that much 
more fun. You need not worry 
about giving goodbye hugs any-
more if your friends cannot send 
you off at the airport.  

All you need is to wear the 
jacket, inform your friends on 
the other side and you are al-
most immediately hugged.  Or 
if you are feeling down, just tell 
your friend over a web chat, and 

Daniel Ong
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We will not 
appreciate a hug 
if we just wear a 
jacket and stare 
into thin air

meaning of a hug, which is a 
form of bonding and express-
ing of a desire to be close to 
each other.  

Really, nothing beats skin-
on-skin.  The worst thing, how-
ever, is when we become overly 
attached to the model instead 
of the person, treating it like 
a real human being.  That is 
certainly something that we do 
not want.

Nonetheless, this is as close 
as we can get towards creating 
a real hug.  

As scary as it seems, let us 
bear in mind that such a system 
is not a solution in itself, but 
rather, another way of expres-
sion.

Hey, perhaps something 
good can come out of it.  All of 
us can now have the opportu-
nity to master the art of giving 
hugs!
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Service takes two hands to clap

Show our local heroes more support
ADVENTURER Khoo Swee 
Chiow, recently set a world 
record, submerging himself in a 
water tank for nine days, beating 
the previous record by seven 
hours and 30 minutes.

Critics wrote in the Straits 
Times Forum saying that he “is 
losing his bearings” and that “he 
should be more respectful of his 
talent for surviving conditions 
that scare people to death.”

Think of it this way, Mr Khoo 
did not scorn the underwater 
tank challenge as an insult to 
his qualifi cations, but graciously 
accepted that opportunity to test 
his limits.

Plus, unlike his previous 
achievements, he challenged 
himself in Tampines, where 
heartlanders like us could ac-
tually meet him and see for 
ourselves who Khoo Swee 

The Nanyang ChronicleSAY

LAST month, SMRT taxis in-
troduced a new initiative for 
disgruntled customers.

They can dial its call centre 
hotline to lodge complaints 
against errant and unfriendly 
taxi drivers. In return, they get 
vouchers for taxi rides.  

It’s a two-way street. Pas-
sengers are also encouraged 
to tip drivers when they give 
good service, above and beyond 
the usual “keep the change” 
practice. 

In addition, SMRT buses has  
restructured its wage scheme 
and upgraded the job title for 
its drivers, aiming to give them a 
greater sense of professionalism 
and pride.  

But, do you think these 
changes will effectively improve 
our service standards? 

Fear of complaints can only 
last so long in getting taxi drivers 
to give better service. 

Better pay packages and 
better sounding job titles can 
only do so much, and could 
even become a vicious circle of 

more payrises and more unlikely 
sounding titles. 

Rather than implementing 
these changes, I think it would 
be better to look at the underly-
ing issues for our current indif-
ferent service culture.

There seems to be a linger-
ing stereotype that only certain 
groups of consumers will tip, 
and do so generously – that 
usually means the well-heeled 
and often Caucasians.  

Recently, a waiter in a bar 
bypassed me and my group 
of Chinese friends and headed 
straight towards a group of Cau-
casians directly beside our table 
to serve them fi rst instead.  

Evidently the waiter’s myopic 

view that only Caucasians will 
bother to tip needs to change. 

It is not fair to give the red 
carpet treatment only to certain 
customers; and it is not right to 
serve only with the intention of 
getting a tip. 

Borrowing a line from a café 
which I walked past, service 
staff must learn to serve from 
their hearts, not the customers’ 
pockets.  

Another issue is the attitude 
Singaporeans have towards serv-
ice. I often fi nd myself thinking 
that to serve is to ‘lower’ one’s 
self, but to be served is ‘higher’ 
or normal.  

I believe that many share my 
sentiments. Put simply, some 
Singaporeans are still stuck in 
the old idea that “the customer 
is always king”.    

This mindset can only cause 
problems – consumers expect 
good service no matter how un-
reasonable their demands are. 

This demoralises people in 
the service industry as they are 
made to feel in a subordinate 
position, obliged to give in to 
any whims and fancies of the 

customer – all in the name of 
good service. 

On the other hand, it can 
be argued that customers pay, 
so they can expect value-for-
money service in return.  

But not when the customer is 
blatantly wrong, or when service 
staff are treated as if they’re a 
lower form of life. 

Esther Fung

Daniel Ong

Chiow is. 
The two times I met Mr Khoo 

he was with his family. As much 
as the media has heralded him 
as a man pursuing his aspira-
tions and dreams like a sole ad-
venturer, what really struck me 
was his attachment to his wife 
and son, and also, Singapore. 
He bore no air of arrogance, and 
could easily pass of as some-
one’s favourite uncle.

After the numerous feats he 
has done for Singapore over the 
years, he surely deserves better 
treatment.

While we Singaporeans have 
high expectations for the peo-
ple who have done the nation 
proud, let us not get too carried 
away with our criticism when 
they do not perform as spectacu-
larly as they did before.

We live in such a fast-paced 

society driven by economics, 
and it seems that setting high 
standards for ourselves is now 
not just confi ned to how much 
our paychecks can feed us. We 
have to ensure that our national 
icons can feed their ego too. 

Granted that they have to 
face public scrutiny because 
their infl uence have far-reaching 
consequences, being nitpicky 
about Mr Khoo’s less than glam-
orous feat just fuels the ‘ugly 
Singaporean’ image.
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Perhaps we should include 
a “Cut-Some-Slack” campaign in 
the Singapore Kindness Move-
ment, or ... perhaps not. We 
would not want to lose Singa-
pore’s status of being number 
one at trying to be number one 
in everything.

Well, here is another thing 
we could possibly try our hand 
at. Being number one at sup-
porting our national heroes. 
After all, they put Singapore’s 
name as a number one some-
where else too.

Setting high 
standards is not 
just confi ned 
to how well our 
paychecks can 
feed us. We have 
to ensure that our 
icons can feed 
their egos too.

Service staff 
must learn to 
serve from their 
hearts, not the 
customers’ 
pockets

Have all our years of cour-
tesy campaigns gone down the 
drain?  

Before anyone takes any 
sides to these opposing opin-
ions, we must recognise this 

We pay for 
the goods and 
services, not 
the right to 
impose ourselves 
on a fellow 
human doing 
this for a living

basic fact: service is a social 
exchange between two or more 
people. 

Our actions and attitude 
towards the other person will 
affect what we receive.  We pay 
for the goods and services, not 
the right to impose ourselves 
on a fellow human doing this 
for a living.  

As consumers, we have a 
part to play in making the ex-
perience positive in greeting, 
smiling or starting small talk.  

We need to be considerate; 
we are not the only ones being 
served. 

We will not lose by taking 
the initiative. Instead, we  gain 
much more, when our care for 
others is returned.

Singaporeans are among the 
most adaptable people thanks 
to our shrewd thinking and 
pragmatism.  

Though we may not have a 
natural service culture, or the 
warm greetings of “Sawadika” or 
“G’day, mate” as PM Lee said, in 
the end, actions do speak louder 
than words.  It takes two hands 
to clap, after all. 

It seems the contention was 
not about the $10,000 sponsor-
ship for the event, but rather, 
how Mr Khoo reduced himself 
to performing in a circus-like 
manner.

Give the man a break. What 
more do you expect of someone 
who has cleared the world’s 
highest peak, the two poles, 
cycled to China, and swam the 
Malacca Straits?

Perhaps we 
should include 
a “Cut-Some-
Slack” campaign 
in the Singapore 
Kindness 
Movement
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“NTU needs a 
whole new coat of 
paint to make the 
building look more 
like a school than a 
factory.”

Grace Kwan, 21, 
 second-year SCI student

“More open forums 
with the Student 
Union. There is 
lack of interaction 
between students 
and the union.”

Choo Li Lin, 22, 
 fourth-year  EEE student

Andrew Oh, 24, 
fourth-year EEE student

Many have described NTU as “ulu” 
and boring. Th e upcoming University 
Activities Bridge and the shopping 
mall at the other end, U-Haven, might 
change all that. What else would 
make NTU a more vibrant place? Th e 
Chronicle asks the students... 

CanteenTalk

SAY

PHOTOS  MALCOM QWAH

LAST year has been a good 
one for the local fi lm industry. 
At one point we had four local 
fi lms competing against each 
other in our cinemas, a fi rst for 
Singapore. 

Encouragingly, at least two 
of the fi lms, The Maid and Be 
With Me, have found a market 
in cinemas overseas. 

Many fi lm industry players 
believe that there simply is not 
enough of a home market to 
support a vibrant fi lm industry. 
Hence, this leads to a surge in 
the number of local movies be-
ing exported overseas.

However, some worry that 
exporting local fi lms will alien-
ate Singaporean audiences as 
the fi lms might lose their local 
fl avour in the quest to please the 
overseas market.

Yet, I believe that there is 
no cause for worry as most lo-
cal fi lms that are well received 
overseas still retain their strong 
local content.

It is this strong local con-
tent, that critics argue inhibits 
the exporting of local fi lms as 
audience overseas might fi nd it 
hard to understand our brand 
of humour 

Taking Jack Neo’s I Not Stu-
pid as an example, although it 
has done fairly well in Hong 
Kong, the number of local ref-
erences in the fi lm may have 
prevented it from becoming an 
even bigger box-offi ce hit.

Should local fl avour in our 
fi lms be diluted to allow them 
to do better in foreign box of-
fi ces then? Especially so, when 
the movies use dialects or Sin-
glish. More often than not, these 
lose the meaning after transla-
tion. Just imagine reading the 
subtitles while watching I Not 
Stupid! 

I believe that all fi lms would 
be able to survive in the over-
seas market, as long as they have 
a universal appeal that everyone 
can relate to.

There is no need to inten-
tionally play down local culture, 
which would then alienate the 
movie from its local audience.

Eric Khoo’s Be With Me has 
been a spectacular success over-

seas, being praised for its high 
social commentary. Although 
the situation shown in his fi lm 
may be unique to Singapore, 
the human condition it portrays 
is universal. 

Another example is the mov-
ie, City of God, a fi lm about a 
typical Brazilian growing up in 
the 1960s, depicting violence as 
the Brazilian’s way of life. 

The violence connected with 
moviegoers everywhere, so it 
was easy for the international 
audience to relate to, despite it 
being set in an unfamiliar envi-
ronment.

That means ultimately it is up 
to the local fi lmmakers to come 
up with creative ways to incor-
porate local fl avour in without 
hindering the understanding of 
the fi lm.

A fi ne example is the movie 
The Maid directed by Kelvin 
Tong. 

It used the Hungry Ghost 
Festival unique to Singaporeans 
as a clever premise for a horror 
story. This movie showcased 
local culture (the Hungry Ghost 
Festival) and had a universal 
appeal (a horror movie) and 
clearly distinguished itself as a 

Reaching out to the world 
with Singaporean fi lms

“We should be 
allowed to think out 
of the box and not 
be restricted by so 
much rules.”

“The canteens 
should have a 
greater variety of 
food.”

Shum Chak Hon, 21, 
second-year EEE student

Elrica Tanu

Some worry that 
exporting local 
fi lms will alienate 
Singaporeans 
audiences as the 
fi lms might lose 
their local fl avour

Singaporean movie.
Indeed, the fi lm has done 

extremely well in Singapore 
and even attracted the attention 
of a major distributor in Holly-
wood. It shows that we do not 
have to give up our culture to 
attract the attention of others. 
Instead we should leverage on 
our unique culture to appeal to 
the masses.

With such a small local mar-
ket, the export of local fi lms is 
necessary to keep the industry 
afl oat.

Furthermore, if a fi lm is suc-
cessfully exported to foreign 
shores, the increased interna-
tional attention will bring about 
valuable opportunities for the 
local fi lmmakers.

The tourism boost that could 
follow is an added incentive, just 
look at how New Zealand has 
benefi ted from the Lord of The 
Rings trilogy.

All in all, a local movie 
should not see culture as a bar-
rier to reach out to a greater 
audience. Instead, it is some-
thing that can make a local 
movie stand out amongst the 
onslaught of movies out in the 
market today.

PHOTO   YEOH KEAT WEI

“NTU should include 
more non-academic 
modules that are 
interesting, like 
golf.” 

Fong Pak Ling, 25, 
second-year NBS student
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A GAME of catch with his pri-
mary school friends fuelled his 
passion for running. Low Kian 
Teck’s teacher spotted his talent 
in running as he sprinted after 
his classmates. 

From that moment on, run-
ning for Low became more than 
catching. Low was selected to 
represent his class in running 
competitions. 

Low went on to represent 
his school and later on, his 
homestate, Kuala Lumpur, in 
Malaysia. 

Now, the 21-year old second-
year student from the School of 
Biological Sciences is a junior 
record holder for 400 metres 
hurdles in the Chinese private 
schools’ track and fi eld competi-
tion in Malaysia. 

Besides being a record hold-
er in that competition, Low also 
won the 200 metre and 400 me-
tre races, and was even awarded 
the best male athlete title. 

resents his hall not only in track 
and fi eld events, but in volley-
ball too. 

To prepare for his competi-
tions this year, he keeps to a 
strict training regime.

 Low said: “I go for my 
fl oorball and volleyball training 
which is twice a week each and I 

Low is an IVP athlete for 
NTU’s track team as well as 
fl oorball team. 

Last year, he did NTU proud 
by coming in second in both 
the 400 metre hurdles and the 4 
by 400 metre relays in the Inter-
Varsity meet. 

The athletic all-rounder rep-

also go jogging once a week.” 
His gruelling training sched-

ule also includes practising drills 
and baton passing, to train for 
his 4 by 400 metre and 4 by 100 
metre races. 

Besides training hard for his 
upcoming matches, Low watch-
es his diet carefully too. 

 “Before matches, I don’t eat 
chilli as my coach said that it will 
affect my breathing and thus, my 
performance,” Low said. 

He added: “I also eat more 
vegetables and drink more 
water.”

He said his motivation comes 
from losing the 400 metre race 
in the National Juniors Track and 

Going the distance
As the Institute-Varsity-Polytechnic (IVP) Games start in January, Track and Field athletes 

are preparing hard for the matches.  Jocelyn Lee and Sheikh Luqmahn fi nd out more

Low leaps for greater heights at the IVP Games.

Low Kian Teck
400m hurdles

Field Competition in Malaysia. 
He explained: “I wanted to 

win the race so badly but I fi n-
ished fi fth. After that match, I 
told myself to train even harder 
and continue to improve.” 

Apart from his desire to do 
his best, Low is also spurred on 
by his friends to do better. 

“I have many friends in Ma-
laysia who trained and ran to-
gether with me so we motivated 
each other,” he said.

However, running has not 
been a smooth journey for Low. 
Two years ago, he suffered from 
a back injury due to doing triple 
jumps. 

His injury has since affected 
his performance in races. 

“I have recovered from my 
back injury but my performance 
now cannot be compared to the 
past any more,” he revealed. 

However, Low hopes to fi n-
ish in the top three for his 400 
metre hurdles in the coming 
IVP meet. 

He added: “I want to defeat 
NUS as they are a very strong 
team and we lost to them last 
year.”

 Low Kian Teck 21, 
second-year 

Biological Sciences student  

“I want to defeat 
NUS as they are a 
very strong team 
and we lost to 
them last year.” 
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RUNNING is Dawn Ooi’s pas-
sion. To her, nothing could be 
worse than having an injury that 
will interfere with her training. 
Ooi’s worst nightmare came true 
when she injured her outer shin 
about a year back. 

Ooi, 22, hurt herself while 
coming to a stop  when she felt 
an excruciating pain shooting 
up her leg. 

“It just happened all of a 
sudden, my muscles hurt terri-
bly and I could not do anything 
to stop the pain,” the fi rst-year 
student from the School of 
Physical Education and Sports 
Science said. 

“I think it was the way I 
landed my feet when I ran, 
which over exerted my muscles.” 
she said, explaining the cause of 
the injury. 

NTU President Su Guaning welcomes the returning SEA games athletes with a dinner honouring 
their contirbutions to Team Singapore. PHOTO    ADELINE ONG 

Dawn Ooi
400m sprint

Sumiko Tan 
Long distance & 
Biathalon

Dawn Ooi, 22,
 fi rst-year

 School of Physical and
 Sports Science student

“I want to be the 
best that I can 
be and you never 
know your own 
strength until 
you try.” 

WHILE most students here do 
not recall how they spent their 
early childhood, Sumiko Tan 
Sok Hue clearly remembers 
feeling entirely at ease in the 
water.

A f i rst-year Diploma in    
Physical Education student, she 
began swimming when she 
was three years old and has 
never looked back since. She      
continued swimming competi-
tively till she was in Primary 6 
when she was spotted to be a 
runner. 

She performed well enough 
in an 800m race to catch the     
attention of the teacher-in-
charge of track and fi eld in Nan-
hua Primary. She soon moved 
on to longer distances, and re-
cently took part in the    historic 
168 km run around Singapore 
as part of NTU’s anniversary 
celebrations. 

Though she is no stranger to 
long runs, having ran a mara-
thon within 3hr 37mins, her leg 
swelled up during the last parts 
of the run round the island.

Looking at the tanned, lithe 
athlete with the insurmountable 
drive, one is not likely to suspect 
that a painful episode from her 
past forms a very large part of 

her motivation to succeed. 
Two of her teammates in 

Primary 6,  whom she was es-
pecially close to, died in a tragic 
traffi c accident. This episode left 

Sumiko devastated. 
She decided to honour their 

memory by doing her best in 
her athletic endeavours. She ex-
plains: “They had such dreams 

and ambitions…and by doing 
what I do, I hope to live their 
dream.”

Besides running endlessly, 
she is still very much into 
her fi rst spor t, swimming.             
Furthermore, she has started 
cycling and she has also been 
training with the national tria-
thlon team. 

A determined looking Sumiko gamely poses for the cameras after fi nishing a gruelling 168km run.

“They had such 
dreams and    
ambitions… and 
by doing what I 
do, I hope to live 
their dream.”

Sumiko Tan Sok Hue, 21
First year Diploma in 

Physical Education

PHOTO    ADELINE ONG 

The versatile athlete repre-
sents NTU in no less than fi ve 
events, ranging from Track and 
Field to the biathalon team.

She is also part of the run-
ning outfi t, MR25, which stands 
for Macritchie Runners 25. Creat-
ed in 1975, the club’s main aim is 
to nurture recreational runners 
to do even better by switching  
to competitive running. 

Dawn was kept out of action 
for two months. For a passion-
ate runner who trains six days 
a week, two months was an 
eternity

Instead of wasting the two 
months away, Ooi did other 
kinds of exercise to maintain 
her stamina. 

She did not want the injury 
to affect her performance in 
competitions in any way. 

“I could not run, so I did 
other kinds of exercise like 
swimming, cycling and running 
on grass. These exercises helped 
keep me fi t and did not put a 
lot of pressure on my muscles.” 
Ooi said. 

Fortunately, Ooi’s injury had 

recovered after two months and 
she could continue to run and 
train properly again.  

Now, she is training hard for 
the races she is taking part in 
this April.  

For the Inter Varsity Player 
from NTU’s track team, train-
ing hard is a must in order to 
succeed.  

Ooi trains with her coach, 
and her strenuous training 
includes endurance run, short 
sprints and lifting weights. To 
her, juggling studies with train-
ing is all about having good time 
management. 

She said: “It is hard to train 
when all the assignments start 
to come in. But I continue to 
train six days a week although 
it is very tiring. 

“The key is to plan my time 
well,” she added. 

In order to perform well in 
races, Ooi watches what she 
eats carefully, other than train-
ing hard.  

 “Basically, it is no soft drinks, 
no deep fried food and no fast 
food for me,” she said. She ex-

plained that these foods have a 
lot of fats and for a 400 metre 
race, which is a long sprint, a 
runner could not afford to put 
on much weight. 

In her most recent meet, 
Ooi ran a 400 metre race in 60 
seconds, achieving her personal 

best timing to date. For her, 
clocking better timings in her 
races is her biggest motivation. 

 “I want to be the best that 
I can be and you never know 
your own strength until you try,” 
she said. 

In the coming IVP Meet, Ooi 

hopes to improve on her speed 
and beat her personal best tim-
ing. She also wants to bring her 
passion to greater heights. 

She said: “I want to continue 
to do well in my races and 
one day, I hope to be able to         
represent the country.”  
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WOMEN all around Singapore 
are hitting the gymnasiums 
and fi tness centres around the 
island.  

According to a Straits Times 
article dated January 4, more 
women health centres have 
emerged after a Singapore Sports 
Council (SSC) survey showed 
that Singaporean women tend 
to prefer exercising in an all-
women environment. 

A separate study by SSC also 
showed that regular participa-
tion of women in sports was 
more than ten percent less than 
their male counterparts.

The study revealed that the 
percentage of women who ex-
cercise regularly stood at 32%, 
compared to males at 45%. 
Non-participation in sports by 
females is a high at 62%.

Ong Peixin, 19, a fi rst-year 
student at the School of Humani-
ties and Social Sciences, says: 
“My friends and I don’t exercise 
enough. I think a programme 

that forces girls to exercise to-
gether is good as it won’t make 
them feel so alone. Also, they 
can feel more comfortable and 
less self conscious.”

Jiang Meiru, 23, doing her 
fi nal year at the NIE, is an avid 
jogger who does her rounds 
around hall grounds frequently. 

She also goes for regular dance 
classes outside of school. She 
says, “It’s defi nitely more fun 
exercising with girls. You get to 
bond with your girl friends and 
also look out for and help pace 
each other! That way it’s more 
comfortable.”

However, Fiana Santoso, 21, 

a second-year student at the 
School of Communications and 
Information, does not think so. 

She said: “I think with guys 
you tend to exercise more 
– like going to the gym – guys 
exercise more and you will feel 
pressured to exercise more to 
look good!”

Some female undergraduates 
depend on programmes like 
those offered by Pretty Tuff to 
help them stay in shape. 

Sarah Pillai, a third-year 
student at the School of Civil 
Engineering, 22, quipped: “It’s 
a start for me. I don’t think I 
exercise enough, and it helps 
that the programmes are catered 
just for women!” 

Pretty Tuff, a women-only 
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In good company

“It’s more fun 
exercising with 
girls. You get to 
bond with your 
girl friends and 
also look out for 
and help pace 
each other!”

WORKING-OUT together is, 
aparently, something that NTU 
girls can’t get enough of.

Classes offered by Pret-
ty Tuff, an all-female fitness                   
organization in NTU, continue 
to be popular among students 
here, despite fewer and odd time 
slots for lessons. 

Its president, Mabel Loon, 
21, estimates that enrolment for 
its classes, ranging from various 
forms of yoga and pilates to 
more aggressive sports like kick-
boxing and combat yoga, stood 
at about 600 this semester.

This is a drop of about 70 
students from about 670 last 
semester. 

The third-year Civil and     
Environmental Engineering 
(CEE) student attributed the 
slight decrease in enrolment 
to the unpopular time slots the 
classes received.

She revealed that while most 
of the classes used to be in the 
evening, they are now in the 
morning.

In addit ion to the odd        
timings of the classes, which 
could be as early as 1030 in the 
morning, she added that the 
number of timeslots has also 
been reduced this semester.

Loon cites an increased      

usage of the common train-
ing rooms as well as having 
to accommodate the instruc-
tors’ schedules as the reasons          
behind the unfavourable times-
lots received by Pretty Tuff.

Nevertheless, the fitness 
club seems to have retained 
its appeal. One of the possible 
reasons could be the increased 
variety of courses it offers. 

Six new courses have been 
added this semester due to 
popular demand. 

A form of martial arts that 
has its origins in colonial Brazil, 
Capoeira compromises mainly 
of acrobatic movements that are 
usually accompanied by music. 
It uses groundwork extensively, 
as well as sweeps, kicks, and 
head butts. 

Another reason put forward 
by Loon is the introduction of 
online registration on the Pretty 
Tuff website. 

Registration in previous years 
had to be done in person at the 
registration booths traditionally 
stationed in canteen A. 

This isolated the schools lo-
cated outside of the North Spine 
area, such as Nanyang Business 
School (NBS) and the School of 
Chemical and Bio-engineering 
(SCBE). 

It is telling that students from 
these two schools make up the 
bulk of fi rst-time registrants.

fi tness club, opened for registra-
tion of programmes at Canteen 
A between the 11th and 13th of 
January. It was clearly a success 
as streams of female registrants 
could be seen at their booth. 

President of Pretty Tuff, 
Mabel Loon, 23, said: “I don’t 
think that the female students 
here exercise enough. That’s 
why Pretty Tuff was created by 
the SRC, to encourage women 
to exercise. 

“The response has been very 
good. Last semester we had 
600 plus registrations, and this 
semester, our online registration 
is completely fi lled out.”  

Pretty Tuff prides itself on 
being an organization dedicated 
in getting more women to start 
getting active. This semester, 
a fresh round of programmes 
have been launched. These in-
clude MTV dance, combat yoga, 
power yoga and Pilates, which 
are among the most popular 
exercises among NTU’s female 
student population. 

On her thoughts on whether 
women only tend to exercise 
more when with other women, 
Loon says: “I think it depends 
on the activities.”

Tan Huishan, 20, a sec-
ond-year NBS student agrees: 
“Guys probably won’t want to 
join classes like salsa or Pilates 
anyway!”

Participants in one of Pretty Tuff’s yoga classes focus on stretching their limits PHOTO    KOAY JING LI

Many women fi nd excercising in packs fun and motivating

Pretty Tuff  still 
draws the crowd

Island-wide demand for all-women excercising environment rises as 
women warm to the idea of fi tness groups, with NTU undergraduate 
females being no exception 

 Danny Tan &
 Joanne Chua

Bernadette Yuen

PRETTY TUFF’S FIVE NEW COURSES THIS SEMESTER
Capoeira is a form of mar-
tial arts comprising acro-
batic movements including 
sweeps, kicks and head-
butts.

Hatha yoga combines physi-
cal movements with breath-
ing exercises, most of which 
are stretching positions. 

Asthanga yoga is a dynamic, 

athletic style of practice. 
It is a continuous fl ow of 
movements that keeps you 
moving in and out of pos-
tures, controlled breathing 
while you keep each stance 
locked, and hence, helps to 
improve one’s ability to 
focus.

Power yoga is modeled 
closely after Asthanga yoga. 

However, in power yoga, 
there is no one defi nite set 
of postures to follow. 

Yoga combat is an amalga-
mation of Karate, kickbox-
ing and Thai boxing moves. 
It also infuses Hatha yoga 
practices and postures into 
its practice. It is a workout 
which both burns fats and 
tones your body.

PHOTO  | |  YEOH KEAT WEI

Jiang Meiru, 23
Final-year student

National Institiute of 
Education
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More can play

“There is no doubt she’s going to win and when she wins, 
she’s going to win a lot.” 
- Golf swing coach, David Leadbetter on golf player Michelle 
Wie’s chances at the next tournment.

“Why don’t you bring your face up here and let me punch 
it? Then you can tell me (if I’m stronger).”
- Basketball player Shaquille O’Neal

“Pain is temporary. It may 
last a minute, or an hour, 
or a day, or a year, but 
eventually it will subside
 and something else will 
take its place. If I quit, 
however, it lasts forever.”
- Cyclist Lance Armstrong

”I thought those who spat 
had just come down from 
the trees.”
-Athletic Bilbao coach 
Javier Clemente 
commenting on
the incident where
FC Barcelona striker
Samuel Eto’o, spat 
at Bilbao defender 
Unai Exposito.

 Lim Say Heng 

Confessions of a jogging addict
I always likened 
people who run 
on treadmills 
to pet mice 
running in 
their wheels. 
You can keep 
running but 
you are getting 
nowhere

MY FRIENDS think that I am 
mad.

I jog four times a week, 
whether on campus or at home, 
ranging between fi ve to seven 
kilometres each time. I jog late 
in the night, when the air is 
much cooler, and even on nights 
when there are slight drizzles.

Why do I continue to “pun-
ish” myself even after a long day 
in school? The answer to that 
can be very commonly heard: I 
think I am fat.

Which I actually am, accord-
ing to the Body Mass Index 
(BMI). The BMI calculates the 
ratio between one’s mass and 
height. It basically indicates if 
one is overweight, underweight, 
or of acceptable weight.

At my heaviest, I used to 
have a BMI of 35, which puts 
me in the “very obese” category, 
and at a very high risk of getting 
health problems later on in my 
life, should I not attempt to lose 

weight. With my jogging regime, 
I have reduced my BMI to 26, 
which still places me in the 
“overweight” category, and at 
moderate risk of having health 
problems.

While most people I know 
with the same complaint of be-
ing overweight who continue 
to sit on their laurels and whine 
while they balloon, or adopt fad 
diets which effects are still high-
ly debatable, I chose to jog. 

Why choose this painful 
option, you say? One simple 
reason. It is cheap.

Pills and sessions at the 
slimming centres cost a lot of 
money, and most of such meth-
ods have to be accompanied 
with a proper diet and some 
form of exercise for a person to 
lose weight effectively.

I never believed in “painless” 
ways of losing weight anyway. 
I believe that the harder the 
process is, the more I would 
appreciate what I achieve. 

What is achieved easily will 
be lost just as easily.

Gym memberships are also 
too expensive for me, and I 
never liked the idea of exercising 
in gyms, especially running on 
treadmills. I always likened peo-
ple who run on treadmills to pet 
mice running in their wheels; 
you can keep running but you 
are getting nowhere.

Jogging is a much cheaper 
option to take: I just needed 
a good pair of running shoes, 
comfortable running attire and 

some determination to complete 
what I started out to achieve.

For me, jogging is more than 
just a painful way of losing 
weight. I enjoy the solitude of 
my jogs, which gives me time to 
refl ect and get to know myself 
better. 

It is also quite an effective 
way to de-stress after a hard 
day of juggling between school 
projects, my readings and out-
side commitments.

Also, I like the freedom of 
running: I can choose when I 
want to run, how long I want 
to jog, and the different routes 
to take.

Furthermore I love the natu-
ral high I get when I fi nish my 
jogs; the rush of adrenalin to my 
head and the fulfi lling sense of 
accomplishment when I cross 
my imaginary fi nishing line.

People who are just starting 
out on jogging as a form of regu-
lar exercise might fi nd it diffi cult 
to maintain their programmes.

 However once you surpass 
the pain barrier you will fi nd 

running enjoyable, and even 
addictive in some cases, due to 
the adrenalin rushes.

So the next time you see 
people running around the cam-
pus past the witching hour, do 
think about what I have written 
here and consider taking up jog-
ging as an avenue to de-stress, 
or to shed some pounds.

I am not mad. 
You just don’t know what 

you’re missing out on.

           GRAPHIC    NERISSA XUE

“It’s the repetition of affi rmations 
that leads to belief. And once that belief becomes a deep 
conviction, things begin to happen.”
- Boxing lengend Muhammad Ali

“I’ll have to suck it up and just try to do the best I can.” 
- Tennis player, Maria Sharapova, on her shoulder injury.

“I never looked at the consequences of missing a big 
shot... when you think about the consequences you 
always think of a negative result.”
- Basketball legend Michael Jordan

TWO players used to be all that 
was needed to win an Insti-
tute-Varsity-Polytechnic (IVP) 
table-tennis match, but not any 
longer. 
 In a rule change that has 
been enforced in this year, IVP 
Badminton and Table-Tennis 
teams must fi eld a minimum of 
four players.

Previously, teams were able 
to reuse their singles players in 
the doubles matches. Thus, a 
team technically required only 
two exceptional players to win 
a game.

Table-tennis Manager, Ms 

Royce Yap Tiong Heng, ap-
plauded the move, saying that 
“most institutions preferred 
this to the previous format” as 
more students would be able to 
participate.

She added that more stu-
dents would get to play in 
the competitive matches, thus 
helping the team to improve as 
a whole.

Support for the rule change 
also came from Badminton 
Manager, Mr Yum Shoen Keng, 
who noted that the whole point 
of the IVP was to get students 
to play against each other. He 
added that the change had 
taken two years to process, 
from the time NTU brought up 

the matter. 
Apart from both managers, 

players on both teams also felt 
that the change was a step in the 
right direction.

Chee Junlin Junne, 20, Cap-
tain of the NTU women’s table-
tennis team, called the move 
an attempt to make the game 
“fairer”. The second year ac-
countancy student argued that a 
level playing fi eld would allow 
more players to participate in 
competitive games.

The veteran paddler, who 
has been playing competitively 
for more than a decade despite 
her youth, added that the NTU 
women’s table-tennis team cur-
rently had 21 players in all, with 
only 12 being selected to repre-
sent the university. With the old 
system, only two had to play. 

Captain of the Badminton 
women’s team, Tan Zhen Dian, 
21, suggested that the change 
boded well for NTU shuttlers. 
She said: “Unlike other varsi-
ties like Temasek Polytechnic 
and the National University of 
Singapore, we don’t have any 
superstars.”

The fi nal-year accountancy 
student explained that she felt 
her team was more all-rounded 
than some of the other IVP 
teams, meaning that they now 
stood a better chance of win-
ning games. 

Table-tennis Captain of the 
Men’s team, Ng We Liat, 24, 
recalled an incident two years 
ago involving two exceptional 
China-born players who rep-
resented Nanyang Polytechnic. 
While unable to remember spe-
cifi c details, the third year MAE 
student knows that if the no-
repeat rule was in effect then, 
the NTU team would not have 
lost as easily.

IVP Table-tennis and badminton teams 
have to fi eld a minimum of four different
players, in a changed playing format

More paddlers will be slicing their waypast opponents.
PHOTO    NG XINYAO 
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Aikido 

Chia Mei Liang
Sports Editor

The Nanyang Chronicle
paperback

What is Aikido? 
The word “Aikido” is made up 
of three Japanese characters: ‘Ai’ 
- harmony, ‘ki’ – spirit or mind, 
‘do’ - the Way. It is a self-defense 
martial art in which we make 
use of our opponent’s energy 
with flowing, circular move-
ments to gain control of them or 
to throw them away from us.

How do I join as a mem-
ber? 
You can drop by our regular 
training sessions every Saturday 
at 9.45 a.m. to have a try-out in 

your sports attire. If you intend 
to join as a member, there is an 
annual membership fee of $20. 
You will also have to buy the 
uniform and ‘bokken’ at $60 and 
$20 respectively.

Do I need any experience?
No. Juniors and seniors train 
together, we help and learn from 
each other.

What made you join Aiki-
do?
Both the stunning techniques 
and the rich spirituality of Aiki-
do attracted me when I was fi rst 
introduced to Aikido by one of 
my Junior College teachers.

I was also intrigued by ques-
tions about the meaning of our 
existence and the contradic-
tions of life. Aikido is all about 
unifying forces of the universe. 
Through this understanding, it 
has provided me with a path to 
the answers. 

How do you practise at 
home?
I will get relevant readings from 
books and the Internet, view 
video clips, practice the sword 

movements (because a lot of ba-
sic movements are derived from 
sword play) and meditate. I take 
meditation as a chance to make 
connections between Aikido 
and things I do in my life.

How has Aikido benefi ted 
you? 
The training sessions allow me 
to fully immerse my mind and 
body in something I feel so pas-
sionate about. I learnt to go for 
each session with an eagerness 
to learn more because I treat 
them as a new experience. As 
I have applied this kind of at-
titude to my school work, it has 
benefi ted me academically. 

Aikido also trains my focus, 
awareness and courtesy. Aikido 
teaches me to make friends in-
stead of enemies. It also teaches 
me to be aware of surroundings 
and to accept as well as to give. 
But essentially, Aikido opened 
me up to embrace the world I 
live in. 

Interested in Aikido? Contact 
Aikido Club at zhen0022@ntu.
edu.sg  or visit http://clubs.ntu.
edu.sg/aikido. 

Wondering what Aiki-
do is all about? Zheng 
Yongmian, Chairperson 
of Aikido Club, has been 
practicing Aikido for 
three and a half years. 
The 22-year old second-
year EEE student tells 
us more.

           PHOTO   MALCOLM QWAH 
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