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1 Name 
historic St .  Luke Building 

andlor common N/A 

2. Location 

street & number 
900 S t .  James S t r e e t  n /a  -not for publication 

Richmond n/a  Third 
city, town -vicinity of congressional district ( ~ h ~ ~ ~  mr. 
state Virginia  code 51 county ( i n  c i t y )  code 760 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-district -public X occupied -agriculture - museum 
X building@) 2 private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
-structure -both -work in progress - educational - private residence 
-site Public Acquisit ion Accessible -entertainment -religious 
-object - in process X yes: restricted -government - scientific 

being considered - yes: unrestrlcted - industrial -transportation 
x a  - no -military &other: off  i c e  

4. Owner of Property 
nameJames R. and Margaret A. S t a l l i n g s  

street & number 3007 Hawthorne Avenue 

Richmond n/a 
city, town - vicinity of state 23222 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, reaistrv of deeds. etc. Richmond City H a l l  

street number 900 E. Broad S t r e e t  

cltv. town Richmond state Vira in ia  ,. - . - 
6. Rewesentation in Existina Survevs 

Virginia His to r i c  Landmarks 
title Commission Sunrev 

X 
has this property been determined elegible? -yes - no 

date lgaO -federal L state - county -local 

depositoryforsurvey records Virg in ia  His to r i c  Landmarks Cammission, 221 Governor S t r e e t  

city, town Richmond state Virginia 23219 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent - deteriorated - unaltered X orlginal site 
- good - ruins &altered -moved date N/A 
- talr ' u n e x p o s e d  

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The St .  Luke Building i s  a four-story brick of f ice  s t ructure  located a t  900 S t .  James 
S t ree t  i n  Richmond. The well-proportioned, Edwardian-style building was erected i n  1902 
a f t e r  the  designs of John H. White and was r e b u i l t  between 1915-20 a f t e r  the plans of Charles 
T. Russell. I t  has a yellow pressed-brick facade and red brick secondary walls l a i d  i n  
American bond. 

The St. James S t r ee t  facade contains four entrances. The main entry has a glass  transom 
and double doors with glass  and wood panels. It is covered by a f l a t  hanging canopy tha t  
iden t i f ies  the opening, "St. Luke Office". The remaining en t r i e s  a r e  located t o  the  north 
of the main one and have transom-light double doors, except for  a middle opening which was 
converted in to  a s ing le  door f o r  the entry t o  a beauty salon. A double-door entrance is 
also found on the south elevation. The f i r s t - s tory  fenestra t ion consis ts  of wide, single- 
paned s tore  windows on the facade and segmental-arched openings with 2/2 hung sash on the 
sides. The facade's  second s tory  has segmental-headed windows, while the t h i rd  s tory has 
round-arched openings. A l l  windows have transoms and 1/1 hung sash. The s ide  elevations 
have segmental-arched openings with transoms and 2/2 hung sash. A modillion cornice with 
a small parapet embellishes the  facade. Each s tory of the  facade is  separated by a s t r i n g  
course. The f i r s t  s to ry  features  horizontal  br ick banding composed of highly glazed brick.  

The i n t e r i o r  of the S t .  Luke Building is remarkably well preserved. The basement st i l l  
houses the or ig ina l  pr int ing equipment t h a t  was used t o  p r i n t  the  St .  Luke Herald, a weekly 
magazine. The press is s t i l l  i n  operation on a much-reduced scale.  The f i r s t  f loor  houses 
shops, a s  intended i n  the  or ig ina l  plan. The second and th i rd  f loors ,  used by local  churches, 
a r e  divided in to  meeting rooms and small storage spaces. The Independent Order of S t .  Luke 
has its o f f i ce s  on the fourth f loor .  The o f f i c e  space remains i n  a f i ne  s t a t e  of preserva- 
t ion  and i s  distinguished by a pressed-tin ce i l i ng  and an i ron cash ie r ' s  cage. The o f f i c e  
of Maggie Walker, longtime head of the Order, i s  preserved as it was a t  the time of her 
death i n  1934. It r e t a in s  her desk, adding machine, and bookcases. 

Originally the  building's  south elevation fronted on a landscaped garden enclosed by 
an i ron fence. The fence and base of a fountain a r e  a l l  t ha t  remain. 

RCC 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The S t .  Luke Building occupies a %-acre t r a c t  (approximately) a t  900 S t .  James S t ree t  
i n  the City of Richmond. I t  is bounded on the e a s t  by St .  James S t r ee t  and on the south by 
Baker S t ree t .  Adjoining properties form i t s  remaining boundaries. The property is  l i s t e d  
a s  N 107-15 i n  the Tax Records of the  City Assessor's Office. 



Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic -conservation - law - science 
- 150&1599 - agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 X architecture -education -military - social/ 
- 1700-1 799 - art -engineering -music humanitarian 
- 180&1899 A commerce - explorationlsettiement - philosophy -theater 
X 1900- - communications -industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 

- invention X other (specify) 
-Y 

Specific dates 1902/ 1915-20 BuilderlArchitect John H. White; Charles T. Russel l  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The S t .  Luke Building houses t h e  na t iona l  headquarters  of t h e  Independent Order of  S t .  
Luke, a Negro benevolent soc ie ty  founded a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War t o  provide guidance and f inan- 
c i a l  a i d  t o  s t rugg l ing  f reed  s laves .  Under the  a b l e  l eadersh ip  o f  Maggie L. Walker, t h e  
pioneering black business-woman, ph i l an th rop i s t ,  and educator,  t h e  soc ie ty  prospered and 
maintained i t s e l f  when s i m i l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  o t h e r  c i t i e s  f a i l e d .  From i ts  beginning, 
t h e  organiza t ion  served t o  br idge  t h e  gap between s lavery  and freedom: easing t h e  burdens 
of i l l n e s s  and death,  encouraging savings and t h r i f t ,  providing a n  o u t l e t  f o r  inexpensive 
b u t  well-made r e t a i l  goods, and promoting Mrs. Walker's i d e a l s  f o r  h e r  r ace  through a news 
weekly. The d i g n i f i e d  headquarters ,  t h e  o l d e s t  b lack-a f f i l i a t ed  o f f i c e  bui ld ing i n  Richmond, 
was designed by John White and erec ted  i n  1903. It was remodeled and enlarged between 1915 
and 1920 under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  Virgin ia  Union Universi ty professor  Charles T. Russel l .  
Mrs. Walker's o f f i c e  i n  t h e  S t .  Luke Building i s  preserved a s  a memorial, maintained a s  she 
l e f t  it a t  her  death i n  1934. 

HISMRICAL BACKGROUND 
. . .  .,. ? , ~. . ~ * . .  ., . - . . ~ . .  , . .  . :  

The Independent Order o f  S t .  Luke was founded i n  Baltimore by an ex-slave, Mary Prout.  
Like similar benevolent s o c i e t i e s , i t  grew o u t  of t h e  burying s o c i e t i e s  of  t h e  antebellum 
period. One of t h e  g r e a t e s t  f e a r s  among t h e  f r eed  blacks was "death without  mourners;" 
hence a number of c h a r i t a b l e  s o c i e t i e s  were founded t o  provide small s i c k  b e n e f i t s ,  b u r i a l  
money, and a sum f o r  widows o r  survivors .  One such soc ie ty ,  t h e  Independent Order of S t .  
Luke, s t ruggled  f o r  a number of years  with minimal a s s e t s  u n t i l  Maggie L. Walker became 
i ts  executive s e c r e t a r y  i n  1899 and t h e  order  began t o  f l o u r i s h .  

Born i n  1867 t o  an  ex-slave, Mrs. Walker taught  school before  becoming involved with 
t h e  soc ie ty  and having it es tab l i shed  i n  Richmond. Her sys temat iza t ion  of t h e  a f f a i r s  of 
t h e  Order increased i t s  membership from 700 i n  1899 t o  20,000 i n  1910. Under her  auspic ies ,  
t h e  soc ie ty  e s t ab l i shed  t h e  S t .  Luke Penny Savings Bank of  which she became pres ident .  This 
bank a f t e r  seve ra l  mergers became t h e  Consolidated Bank, one of t h e  few black banks t o  sur-  
v ive  t h e  Great Depression. Other a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Order were t h e  S t .  Luke Emporium, a 
general  department s t o r e ,  and t h e  S t .  Luke Herald, a weekly magazine. 

P r io r  t o  i ts  p resen t  loca t ion ,  t h e  S t .  Luke Hall  stood a t  1216 N .  26th S t r e e t  i n  Church 
H i l l .  By 1903 t h e  S t .  Luke Hall  moved t o  900 S t .  James S t r e e t .  It assumed i t s  p resen t  form 
between 1915-20 when it was enlarged t o  four s t o r i e s  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Professor Charles 
Russel l  of  Virgin ia  Union Universi ty.  Very l i t t l e  is present ly  known about Professor Russel l ,  
who had a l s o  supervised t h e  cons t ruct ion  of severa l  bui ld ings  a t  Virgin ia  Union. The con- 
t r a c t o r  f o r  t h e  add i t ions  was Henry J. Moore who l i v e d  a t  312 W. Leigh S t r e e t .  

Or ig inal ly  located  on t h e  northern edge of Jackson Ward, t h e  n a t i o n ' s  l a r g e s t  black h is -  
t o r i c  d i s t r i c t ,  and now separated from it by an expressway, t h e  S t .  Luke Building today stands 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Dabney, Wendell P. Maggie L. Walker-Her Life and Deeds. Cincinnati: Dabney Publishing 

Co.. 1927. - ~ ~, 
Hill Directory of Richmond and Manchester. Richmond 1903, 1920. 
Lindsay, Arnett G. "The Negro in Banking." Journal, vol. 14, 1929, pp. 

156-201. (See Continuation Sheet #1) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated PrOPertY + acre 
Quadrangle name Richmond, Va- Quadrangle scale I: 24000 
UMT References 

Ad 1218141618101  1 4 1 1  151815 1910) 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

"W u L L u L L l  
c w u w  o w  w u 
u u F W  u u 
GI u w H W  u u 
Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and  just i f icat ion Occupying a city lot at the NW corner of St. James 
and Baker streets, measuring 80 '  x 97' .  with 97 '  fronting on St. James. Richmond City 
Assessor's Map Reference N000-0107/015. See Item 7 for Justification. 

Lis t  a l l  s ta tes  and  count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county N /A code 

state NJ A code county N /A code 

1 1 Form Prepared By 
- 

name,t~tle Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff 

organization Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission date April 1981 

221 Governor Street street & number telephone (804) 786-3144 

city or town 
Richmond state Virginia 23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property withln the state is: 

- national _X state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historlc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), i hereby nominate this property for inclusion in Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by Conservation and.R+reation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature . . .  
, - 

H. Bryan Mitchell, Executive 'fiirec tor // nnnv ? n i3Q3 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

as a distinguished landmark to Maggie Walker and to the Order she did so much to foster. The 
Independent Order of St. Luke continues to be a going concern, serving its members throughout 
the nation. 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Writers Program of the Work Projects Administration in the State of Virginia. The Negro in 
Virginia. New York: Arno Press and the New York Times, 1969. 




