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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article 11 Secnion 26 of the 1987 Consotution states that “The Seate shall guaranree equal access to
public service and prohibin politcal dyvnasties as may be defined Ly Tawe . T arain this goal of
democranzing polinical power, the state should lessen the abiliey of neumbent officials o use
government rescurces 1o entrench themselves and their families in power. A law definimg and
banmung polincal dynasties 1s paramount towards this end,

However, experience shows that such a ball is virtually impaossible to pass ina Congress dominated
by politeal clans and dyvnasaes. Thus, a compromise measure 1s being offered o simply ban the
naming of public properues, public services and SOVEIment programs atter meumbent public
aifficial and their inmedire reladves. This would, at lease, put a stop o one of the most despised
practices -;prulnu.:'.ll dynasnes,

For clearly, it s immoral and unethical tor any incumbent official to name government properties,
services or programs, financed as these are by taxpayers’ money, alrer himsell fhersell or his/her
inmediate relaoves. Such an act indicates that the public official 1s solicinng fame and glory 10 order
e perpetuate cnesell or one’s family in power ar the expense of government resources.

This ball was filed during the 14" Congress as House Bill 2020, We arc filing w agaun this Congress
with the renewed hope thar this will be enacted. Through this measure, we hope o contibute one

hirile sTep o the realizadon ol the Consatutional ban on i}niiric:rﬂ L].:l"l'!u.‘-'lﬁl:i.t‘..“'-.

[ view of the f'c.::'-:'g{&il'li__{‘ the passage ol this bl 15 carnestly sought.
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AN ACT

PROHIBITING THE NAMING OF PUBLIC PROPERTIES AND GOVERNMENT
SERVICES AFTER INCUMBENT ELECTED PUBLIC OFFICIALS, THEIR KIN,

SPOUSES AND RELATIVES OF UP TO FOURTH CIVIL DEGREE OF

CONSANGUINITY AND PROVIDING PENALTIES THEREOF AND FOR OTHER

PURPOSES

SECTION L. Declaration of Principles — 1t is hereby declared a policy of the Stare to guarantee
equal access and oppottenity 1o public office and service. Toward this end, it 1s likewise declared a
pobey of the stare ro prohibat polincal dyoastes and lessen the capability of incumbent elected

officials 1o gan anfair advantage for them or their relatives in the nadonal and local elections.

SECTION 2. Definition of Termns = or purposes of this Act, the following terms shall mean:

Ir.

“Spouse” — legal or common law wife or hushand;

“Civil Degree of Consanguinity or Affinity” — shall refer o the relatives of a person as
delined under Book 111 ale 1Y Chaprer 3 Secrion 1, subsecrion 1 {Armele Y03-967) the
“Mew Civtl Code™;

“Public Otficial® — shall reter to person/'s who 1s incumbently holding an elecuve public
office;

“Public Property” - shall refer 1o any facihity, place or infrasiructure ntended for public
use, or those propernes wlich belong to the state withour being for publbic usc bur are
inrended tor some public senviice or for the development of the national wealth as
defined in Book TT, Title 1 Chaprer 3 (Arncle 419-425) of Republic Act 380 otherwise
know as the “New Civil Code™;

“Governmment Services” = shall refer to any service or program being implemented and
provided for by any government insomnon, and who's funding cirher inwhole or i part
CONME S r-J'l HR ] }{I:i"t"(."-ri'.lll'lt'-flf Ol PLI.lJ]iL' TESOUTCES;

SCOMELEC™ — shall refer to the Comunission on Elections.



SECTION 3. “Namuing” so defined — As used 1n this Act, the term “naming, of a4 public propecty,
SOV ETINICHAT SeVICe OF povernment program afrer a public official or hus |/ her telame™ shall mean:

a. Ulsigr a person’s full name, the person’s entire first uame with his surmame, or his
g

professicnl ndle and surname, as part of the name of the property ar SUEVICL]

b, Ulsing a person’s nickname, alias, pseadonym or mongker as parce of the name of the property

OF SO erniment s l"\.';.l.'.[':',

. Any name the person uscs in his cernficare of candidacy as the name s/ he would be

generally and be popularly known;

Provided diad, the name beng referred ro by the abovemennoned coumeranon is rhe
generally known name by which the public official i popularly known.

SECTION 4. Profitbition of Nanung of Public Property and Government Service — No
public properny and governmenr service siouaced or b{*ing il'!‘lpl{‘.n'l{-‘.llh‘t] wirthin g lmhlic: ottcml™s
jarisdicrion can be named atter the latter {or the duranon of lus 7 her term, nor can i be named
atter the swid public othcal’s relanves of up ro fourth avil degree of consanguiniry.

]..i.].\t"{'.- j.h(_‘, 110 J-:ll'li-)].i.c |TI]'|.-}]:IH'I."| Y HEIElJ:l[".‘.{'Ij \k']‘lhi'l'l. il [_'I‘I,I:l_]];!{: {_'I‘fﬂ{;j.:l]_:lﬁ .FL]I'i:iLHL'.T:}I'_'I-]I_, Call L}n;_‘. I"I;I.]'I_'I,L:L:l a {LL:I' [] I
lateer's spouse nor the latter’s spouse’s relanves of up to second civil depree of consaapuinity.

SECTION 5. Acronyms and Initfals — Included in the prohibition in the naming of public
property and government services after public officials are the following circumsrances:

d. MNanmung the public property or government service m such o way that us popular acronym
evidently forms the public official®s name as defined for under Secuon 3 of ths Act; and,

b.  Mamung rhe public property or povernment service in such @ way that letters in the name are
talicoed, u;.';tpllallizi:-LL Or wrliten moa o manner as o make o evidene char the lerters stand out
and correspond to the public otficial’s name as defined for under secdon 3 of dus Act.

SECTION 6. Absolute Profiibrtion— Under no circumstances shall any person, whether nacural
or juridical, imiate, cause, and approve the naming of any public property or government program
atter any pubhic official and his / ber relatves within the prohibited ol degree of relanonship. Any
procecding or process that will cause the nammg of any public property or government service afrer
a pubhc otfical or within a pubhc otfical’s prohibiced civil degree of consanguniry and atfunty as
provided for i Secoon 4 shall be void ab fnitio.

SECTION 7. Lizbility and Accounvabiifiny - the I"f_tuﬂou-ing persons ave liable wnder rhis Act:

. Aoy person, whether narueal or juridical, who inidace, cause or approve the naming of a
public property or government service:



b.  The public official afrer whom the public property or government sevvice has been named;

and,

. W other public officials who are relarves, within the prohibued civil degree of
consamgaunity and afline as provided for under Secton 4 of this Act, of the public official
after whaom the public property or governmene service has been named provided that, the
former have jursdicnon over wlhich the public property 1s situated, or where the government
service 15 being implemenred.

n the case of subparagraph () and (¢}, it should be proven thar the public officials concerned have
partcipated or have miluenced, etther directly or meireetly, the naming of the public property or
SO CUIIC T SCIVICE.

SECTION 8, Penalties — Ay person who viclates any provisions of this Act shall be penalized
:LL‘CML‘ulillg;lj.':

*First Offense™ — A foe of not less than swenty thousand pesos (1P20,0000 LU 110l e
*First Oftense” — A hine of not less than rwenty tf 1y (P20,000L00) bur not mo
than fifty thousand pesos (PSUL000.00) in the discretion of the courns;

“5econd Hiense” — A fine of nor less than fifty thousand pesos (P30,0007 bur net more
than seventy thousand pesos (70000007 and temporary perpetual disqualiicanon from
bolding any public o Fiice of nor less than three years bur not more than six years i the
discrenon of the courts; and,

“Third Cifense” — A fine of not less than one hundred thousand pesas (MTO0000,00) but
nor more than three hundred thowsand pesos (P30OG000.00% and absolute perperual
disqualilication from holding any office i the diserenon of the courrs.

SECTION 9. Effect of disqualification from public office = Vhe COMULC shall swoss propie
or upon venfied petivon of any Filiping cidzen of vonng age, deny a cernificate of candidacy for any
persen penalized by disqualificacon by this Act

Any Filipino cinzen of voung age may file with the COMIELLC, after the last day of filing of
certificates of candidacy and before proclamaton of winners, a petton to disqualify a candidate on
srounds provided tor by this Acr

Lhe decision of the COMELEC shall be cxecutory five davs after receipr of the notice by the
disqualified parry.

SECTION 10. Effcet of Peation if Unresobved Betore Compleon of Cagvass — 1t the peaonon
betore the COMELEC, for reasons bevond thewr control, cannot be decided betore the compleion
l}[- [ljﬂ: CATNVARE, |']'l|..' Visles cast l"ifl]' l]il.: 1'1.2‘.:1'[}(][1".‘“2[31. 2}'-]1:-[” ]JL' ]I'I(_'.li_ll;ln'\':l;j 11 |:|'|.L' L'[illlf]{il!lg }Iﬁd ".'.Zi.'l‘l'\.'i'll\'h'i.['.l%,
roptcded bowerer, that if the respondent 15 found guiley and is thereby penalized by disqualification as
provided for o Secrion 7 of this Act, the candidare’s proclunancon shall be suspended: provided
furgher, thar in cuse where the disqualified candidate has been proclumed, s/ he shall ipsea facro
fortett s/ her rglhie eo the office;



SHCTION 11, Separabilioy Clienise — l:':mj.' lu:'m'isicms of this Acr s declared invalid or

unconstitutonal, other provisions hereor which are not atfected thereby shall conunue to be in full
torce wd effect

SECTION 12, Repealing Clavse — Al provisions of laws, orders, decrees, wchuding rules and

regulanons meotststent herewith are hereby repealed or modited accordimgly

SECTION 13, Effeceviry Clause = This Act shall ke effecr (15) davs following s publicadon in

the Lifncial Gazete or ad least two (2) nanonal newspaper of nadonal circulaton,

Lobraped,
O



