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Sponsored by U.S. Army Pacific, combined
exercise Yudh Abhyas 2013 was hosted by
the 82nd Airborne Division at Fort Bragg,
N.C. The lead U.S. element was the 82nd Air-
borne’s 3rd Squadron, 73rd Cavalry (3-73
Cavalry), 1st Brigade Combat Team, which
was joined by soldiers from the Indian army’s
5th Gurkha Rifles and 50th Independent
Parachute Brigade. Here, Gurkha troops
and American observers offload from a
Chinook helicopter during an air as-
sault training mission. Top right, the
air assault aviation package ap-
proaches the landing zone.
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Sponsored by U.S. Army Pacific (US-

ARPAC) and hosted by the 82nd Air-

borne Division, elements of the Indian

army and U.S. Army conducted a two-

week combined command post/situational

training exercise at Fort Bragg, N.C., in May.

Called Yudh Abhyas 2013, the exercise

brought together elements of Indian army

units under the 99th Mountain Brigade—the

2nd Battalion, 5th Gurkha Rifles and 50th In-

dependent Parachute Brigade—and the 82nd

Airborne’s 3rd Squadron, 73rd Cavalry (3-73

Cavalry), 1st Brigade Combat Team (BCT). 

The exercise was the ninth in the Yudh Ab-

hyas series, which started in 2004 under US-

ARPAC’s partnership program, and it was the

first to be held in the continental United

States, having previously been held in Alaska,

Hawaii and India. Yudh Abhyas means “train-

ing for war” in Hindi.
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It also was the largest of the exercise series to be held
thus far, involving multiple company-level units and
battalion-level command elements in the field and a
combined brigade-level staff for the command post

exercise.
The exercise’s notional scenario brought together Indian

and U.S. soldiers as a U.N. task force protecting an ongo-
ing humanitarian assistance operation from an armed
threat that cut off aid from U.N. and nongovernmental or-
ganizations (NGOs) and threatened the civilian popula-
tion. The combined Indian/U.S. task force was called in to
reopen the air lodgment for humanitarian assistance,
reestablish security and work with the NGOs through the
local government to get aid flowing again.
After nearly 12 years of combat operations in Iraq and

Afghanistan, the exercise gave the 82nd Airborne troops
the opportunity to train for conceived future operations as
a global rapid response force and for soldiers of both na-
tions to learn from each other. The Indian units have been
countering internal and external threats in extremely chal-

lenging terrain for many years, and the Indian army is one
of the most experienced U.N. peacekeeping contributors. It
is currently involved in about 30 international operations,
several of which have been going on for decades.
At the combined task force level, the exercise furthered

the goal of reinforcing combined interoperability, planning
and communications. At the small-unit level, it centered on
integrating tactical and procedural interoperability. At the
individual soldier level, it focused on building confidence
in each other’s capabilities.
LTC Phillip D. Sounia, commander of the 3-73 Cavalry,

the 1st BCT’s lead unit participating in Yudh Abhyas 2013,
saw the exercise’s objective in terms of the 82nd Airborne’s
fundamental tactical operational environment: Trust the
soldier on your left and right, move out and accomplish the
mission.
“In the 82nd Airborne, we operate with ambiguous

mission sets in a world that’s already ambiguous,” he
said. “That’s how our guys are brought up. Even if you’re
dropped in the wrong spot, the start point is that you’re
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Soldiers from the 54th Engineer Battalion explain improvised explosive device (IED) detection and
clearing techniques to Indian officers during a counter-IED situational training exercise (STX). Top
right, 5th Gurkha Rifles soldiers demonstrate movement-to-contact techniques to their American
counterparts. Bottom right, Gurkha regiment soldiers of all ranks carry the famous kukri knife.
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surrounded; figure it out from there.”
He continued, “On a drop zone, when we land in the

middle of the night, you don’t know who’s on your right
and left, but you grab some guys, and you’re confident in
their abilities. … In the morning, I might find out that one’s
a major, one’s a private and six are cooks, and that’s fine be-
cause I know their capability sets, and we know each other.
The trust that you move with is the trust of a paratrooper.
We’re going to strike, and we’re going to hold.
“The same thing holds true in building trust during this

exercise,” he said. “When you have that trust, you can
move. You can really move. You’re not questioning; you’re
just believing. Once you have that trust established and
that relationship is there … we can operate at the speed of
trust and we can do anything. Those things allow you to
achieve success and achieve excellence.
“The Indian army is an incredibly competent force. It’s a

relationship that we should maintain,” LTC Sounia added.
“At some point, our countries’ paths may merge, and we
could be conducting operations together. The speed at
which we can conduct those operations and the ability to
avoid confusion is important. Problems are offset when
people know each other.”
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An Indian soldier fires a Javelin missile during a firepower demonstration
sponsored by the 82nd Airborne’s 18th Fires Brigade. Clockwise from top
right, an Indian army NCO watches his unit’s soldiers train; a team leader
from the 5th Gurkha Rifles uses his kukri to signal; soldiers from 3-73 Cavalry
conduct a tactical briefing; and CPT Jordan Martinelli, commander of Troop B,
3-73 Cavalry, observes a combined assault on an urban training site.
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Clockwise from top, a 3-73 Cavalry Humvee crew provides security for an Indian army unit; a
Gurkha soldier keeps watch; an Indian unit leader and his radio operator take cover behind an
American vehicle while the gunner radios a situation report; a costumed role player from Troop A,
3-73 Cavalry, is questioned about activities in his town; another American role player acts as a ca-
sualty while Indian soldiers conduct an assault to capture a high-value target; and Indian soldiers
cross an open area during an STX.
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An Indian soldier uses his weapon sight to observe move-
ment. (The U.S. Army provided M4 carbines to the Indian
contingent for the exercise; the M4 is operationally similar to
their standard infantry rifle.) Clockwise from above, a U.S.
chemical team checks railroad tank cars during an STX 
scenario; Indian army Maj. Prasnant Misnra observes his
unit during training; Indian soldiers enter a room as they
clear a training site; an 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade
(82nd CAB) Chinook helicopter delivers a howitzer for a fire-
power demonstration; and Indian soldiers use teamwork to
gain entry to a room during an urban assault STX scenario.
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An Indian paratrooper recovers his parachute after making a
jump with his American counterparts. Clockwise from above,
American jumpmaster 1LT Andrew McCornack, from Troop
C, 3-73 Cavalry, checks a paratrooper from the 50th Inde-
pendent Parachute Brigade before his jump; a soldier de-
scends to the drop zone using a T-11 parachute; 5th Gurkha
Rifles soldiers wait before moving forward during an air as-
sault exercise; and an 82nd CAB Apache attack helicopter
makes a pass during a firepower demonstration.
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Above, a combined U.S.-Indian color guard prepares for the exercise’s closing ceremony. Left, a U.S. Army parachutist badge decorates
an Indian paratrooper’s uniform after the wings were presented during a ceremony on the drop zone after a combined jump; middle, In-
dian and American soldiers congratulate each other after a soccer match; and, far left, an Indian solder from the 50th Independent
Parachute Brigade participates in STX training. Top row, from left, SPC Jakob Brouillette from the 3-73 Cavalry explains functions of his
XM210 sniper rifle; a control team from the 18th Fires Brigade plots a fire mission; and 3-73 Cavalry soldiers dish out food for their In-
dian counterparts during a unit barbeque.
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Top row from left, a combined
color guard participates in the ex-
ercise’s closing ceremony; Ameri-
can jump wings rest on a presen-
tation board for award to Indian
soldiers from the 50th Indepen-
dent Parachute Brigade; and a
demonstration team from the 5th
Gurkha Rifles performs. Bottom
row from left, an Indian para-
trooper waits to receive his Amer-
ican jump wings; a 5th Gurkha
Rifles soldier explains features of
the kukri knife to SPC Cooper
Carbone, 3-73 Cavalry; and In-
dian and U.S. soldiers stand to-
gether for exercise Yudh Abhyas
2013’s closing ceremony. �


