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I N T E G R ( T Y  

D E S C R I B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R L G I N A L  ( I f  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E 4 R A N C E  

B u i l t  i n  t he  ea r ly -e igh teen th  century and c o n s t r u c t e d  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  
F lemish  bond, St. P e t e r ' s  measures 6 4 '  - 4" by 28' - 4%" and i s  one story 
high. The gable r o o f  has c u r v i l i n e a r  gable  ends ;  segmental  a r c h e s  appear  
o v e r  t h e  windows o f  t h e  church and t h e  open arches of t h e  tower which w a s  
added i n  the mid-e igh teen th  century rep lac ing  an e a r l i e r  wooden b e l f r y .  
The . two-s to ry  brick tower is o f  Flemish bond with some glazing and has a 
pyramidal  roof .  The top  o f  t h e  tower i s  aLso decora ted  by f o u r  original 
s tuccoed  b r i c k  urns .  A wing was added sometime b e f o r e  the  Revolution.but: 
was removed i n  the middle of  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tury .  

The o r i g i n a l  sou th  doorway and several windows had been bricked up  b u t  
have been r e s t o r e d  a s  have t h e  curvilinear g a b l e  ends  for which evidence 
was found i n  t h e  fabric of  the building dur ing  t he  1940's and again during 
the r e s t o r a t i o n  work of 1951-52. Huch of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  h a s  
been r e s t o r e d  o r  r e p l a c e d  i n  what i s  thought t o  be its original c o n d i t i o n .  
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P o s s i b l y  b u i l t  as ea r ly  as  1701-03 by W i l l i a m  Hughes, S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church 
is one of t h e  o l d e s t  remaining churches i n  t h e  Commonwealth, and it is 
one of only four remaining Virginia churches  c o n s t r u c t e d  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  
E n g l i s h  bond. With Yeocornico Church, it represents  the  t r a n s i t i o n  from 
t h e  Gothic to the Class ical  style i n  Vi rg in ia  ecclesiast ical  a rch i tec tu re  
This i s  d u e  principally t o  the r e s to red  curvi l inear  g a b l e  ends, the 

"Double casement windows," t he  "original chance l  window and the dif ference 
i n  the two s to reys  of the tower, which i s  i t se l f  one of the  most in te res t  
features of S t .  Peter 's .  

S t .  P e t e r ' s  w a s  the church of Martha Washington in h e r  younger years. 



'9 -  MAJOR BiBLI'OCRAPHICAt REFERENCES , ,. 
> - 

Rawlings, James Scott, Virginia's Colonial  Churches, Richmond: 1963, 
Rose, Harold Wyckl i f fe ,  The Colonial  Houses of Worship in A m e r i c a .  New 

York: 1963. 
Brock, Henry Irving, Colonial  Churches i n  Virginia, Richmond : 1930. 
Lancas te r ,  Robert A , ,  H i s t o r i c  Virginia Homes and Churches. Phi lade lphia :  

1915. 
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N A M E  A N D  T4TLE: 

S t a f f ,  Virg in ia  H i s  t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr . , Direc to r  
O R G A N I Z A T I O N  D A T E  

Virg in i a  H i s  r o r i c  Landmarks Commission Apr i l  2 8 ,  1969 
S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER: 

Room 1116, Ninth S t r e e t  State Office Building 
C l T Y  O R  TOWN. S T A T E  C O D E  

C O U N T Y  

A s  the  designated State L i a i s o n  Ol f i cer  lor the  Ne- 
tlonal ]dislorlc preservation Ac(  o f  1966 L~~ 

89-665), I hereby nominate this  property lor inclusion 

In t h e  National  Register and certify that it has been 

eva luated  according t o  the criteria and procecbres set 

forth by  the National  Park Service. The recommended 

l e v e l  of s ign ir i cance  o l  th i s  nomination is: 

Nat iona l  0 Stale L o c a l  

c e r t l f ~  that this property in the 

NatlOnB' Register. 

Chief .  Office of Archeology and H i s t o r i c  Preserva l ion  

~ 2 2 .  &3&~3~ Name 
\ I 

\ 
Dr. Edward P. Alexandei, Chiirman 

TltleVirginia H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Corn. 

D,~, June 2 ,  1969 

Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper  ol The National R e g i s l e r  

b a t e  
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6 .  His to r i c  American Buildings Survey Inventory 
1958 Federal 
Library of Csngress 
Washington, D. C. Code: 08 

Virg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Report #63-27 
1968 State  
Room 1116, Ninth  S t r e e t  State Office Bui ld ing  
Richmond, Virginia 23219 Code: 45 

S T A T E  

Virginia 
C O U N T Y  

New Kent 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 
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3. Lati tude and longitude reference. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR S T A T E  

NATIONAL P A R K  SERVICE V i r g i n i a  

NAT!ONAL R E G I S T E R  O F  H ISTORIC P L A C E S  
C O U N T Y  

New Kent 
P R O P E R T Y  P H O T O G R A P H  FORM ' FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type  all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) EN T R Y  NUMBER D A T E  

I I 
6 \ . , k.1 NAME, I 

(COMMON: Saint Peter's Church 
[AND/OR HISTORIC: S a i n t  Peter's Church 

I ' - .  13. ; LOCAT ION ' * .  . % 

(sTRE'T N s i d e  of Rt. 642, - 4  mi. NE of in te r sec t ion  of R t ,  642 

C I T Y  O R  TOWN: Pb 
S T A T E :  CODE C O U N T Y :  C O D E  

C R E O ' T :  V w n i a  State Chamber of Commerce 
O A T €  O F  P H O T O :  1968 

AT:  Virginia State Chamber of Commerce 

View from the Southwest 






