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VOTING IN TODAY’S
PRIMARY

Voting deadline: The primary is mail
only in King County. Ballots must be
postmarked by today or put in a drop
box by 8 p.m. Be sure to sign the
ballot envelope.

Get a ballot: If you have lost your
ballot, or think you didn’t receive one,
go to www.kingcounty.gov/
elections or call elections
headquarters, 206-296-8683.
Also, the elections office at 919 S.W.
Grady Way in Renton is open 7 a.m. to
8 p.m. today.

Drop boxes: Ballots placed in drop
boxes do not require postage (but
mailed ballots do). The deadline is 8
o’clock tonight. For the list of sites:
www.kingcounty.gov/elections/
voting/ballotdropboxes.

Voting centers: For disabled voters
unable to vote by mail, accessible
voting centers equipped with audio
and visual technology are available at
King County Elections in Renton,
Bellevue City Hall and Union Station in
Seattle. Other voters can use the
centers, too, but election officials
prefer that those who can vote by mail
do so. For hours, call 206-296-8683 or
go to www.kingcounty.gov/
elections/voting/accessible.

Snohomish County: Elections are mail
only. For more information, see
www1.co.snohomish.wa.us/
Departments/Auditor/Divisions/
Elections_Voting or call 425-388-3444.
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WEB EXTRA

Live results today
Check seattletimes.com for the
latest results and coverage.

Need to catch up on an issue or
candidate before you mark your
ballot? Look up any election
coverage you missed at
seattletimes.com.
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BY KEITH ERVIN
Seattle Times staff reporter

King County Executive Kurt Triplett
will propose shutting 39 neighbor-
hood parks Jan. 1 as another step in
closing a $56 million budget shortfall
next year.

“This is a difficult day for me as
King County executive,” Triplett said
Monday as he announced plans to
mothball the parks in unincorporated
areas stretching from the Federal Way
area to north of Kirkland. “I’m zeroing
out all local parks funding from the
general fund. ...

“We’re simply out of tools and out
of money.”

Unless cities, school districts or
other public or private agencies agree
to take over the parks, he said, county
workers will put fences around play-
grounds, severely reduce mainte-
nance and lock parking-lot entrances.

Persuading the Metropolitan King
County Council to stop funding the
parks won’t be easy, Budget Chair-
man Larry Gossett said.

“There will be stiff resistance to cut-
ting the parks among some council
members,” he said. “As the chair of
the budget committee I still hold the
position that everything has to be on
the table for consideration for reduc-
tions of the county budget.”

Gossett said he hasn’t taken a posi-
tion on park closures but generally be-
lieves public safety, public health and

39 King County parks
may be shut down
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Melissa Pamplin, of Seattle, watches her daughter (not shown) as Adrian Morman, 6, comes down a slide at Arbor Lake Park. 

1. East Norway Hill Park
2. Windsor Vista Park
3. Kingsgate Park
4. Edith Moulton Park
5. 132nd Square Park
6. Juanita Heights Park
7. Bridle Crest Trail
8. Klahanie Park
9. White Center Pond Natural Area
10. White Center Heights Park
11. Southern Heights
12. Hamm Creek Natural Area
13. Site Number 1 Duwamish
14. Skyway Park
15. Bryn Mawr Park
16. May Creek Park
17. Sierra Heights Park
18. North Shorewood Park
19. Lakewood Park
20. Evergreen Athletic Field
21. Salmon Creek Park
22. Hazel Valley Park
23. Puget Sound Park
24. Sunset Playfield
25. Arbor Lake Park
26. Hilltop Park
27. Maplewood Park
28. Maplewood Heights Park
29. Renton Park
30. Boulevard Lane Park
31. Green Tree Park
32. Park Orchard Park
33. North Meridian Park
34. North Green River Park
35. Bingaman Pond Natural Area
36. Camelot Park
37. Lake Geneva Park
38. South County Ballfields
39. Five Mile Lake Park
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Proposed parks closures
King County Executive Kurt Triplett will propose shutting 39 neighborhood parks Jan. 1 to help 
close a $56 million budget shortfall next year.

Source: King County 
Department of Natural 
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BUDGET SHORTFALL

‘We’re simply out of tools
and out of money,’

county executive says

See > PARKS, A6

BY NANCY TREJOS
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON –
Credit-card rewards pro-
grams suddenly are less
rewarding.

Months before a new
law restricts the credit-
card industry’s ability to
raise interest rates and
charge fees, card issuers
are scaling back programs

that offer lucrative re-
wards such as frequent-fli-
er miles and cash rebates. 

Many customers now
have to pay additional
fees or earn more points to
redeem free plane tickets

or claim cashback perks.
“Consumers should un-

derstand that rewards
programs are unstable
right now, and a lot of the
best programs are chang-
ing. And almost without
exception they are chang-
ing to the benefit of the
bank and the disadvan-
tage of the cardholders,”

Credit-card holders discover
perks not so rewarding now
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Credit-card defaults
drop; it may be

temporary > Business A9

BY ANNE E. KORNBLUT
AND PERRY BACON JR.
The Washington Post

Several leading Democrats voiced
concern Monday about an apparent
White House shift on an overhaul of the
health-care system, objecting to signals
that senior administration officials were
open to abandoning the idea of a gov-
ernment-run insurance plan.

In the Senate, where negotiations are
ongoing, Jay Rockefeller of West Vir-
ginia said a public option, as the plan
has become known, is “a must.” Sen.
Russell Feingold of Wisconsin said that,
“without a public option, I don’t see
how we will bring real change to a sys-
tem that has made good health care a
privilege for those who can afford it.”

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Cali-
fornia said the plan will be included in
whatever bill is voted on in the House.
“There is strong support in the House

APPARENT
SHIFT RILES
PUBLIC-PLAN
PROPONENTS

Co-ops: a good idea? > Close-up A3

See > HEALTH CARE, A3

Weather tease
This changing icon and forecast 
gives readers essential informa-
tion quickly and refers them to 
more in-depth weather details 
elsewhere in the paper.

Nameplate
(also called the flag): 
The name or brand of the 
newspaper. This is always 
at the top of Page 1.

Credit/source
Lets the reader know who is responsible 
for creating a graphic or illustration. 
Also gives credit to the original provider 
of the information.

Graphic
A chart, map or 
illustration that 
helps readers 
understand 
complex 
information.Jumpline

Tells readers where 
to find the rest of 
the story. There are 
two kinds of jumps: 
a jump-to line, which 
tells on which page 
the story is contin-
ued, and a jump-from 
line, which tells the 
reader on which page 
the story started.

Dateline
Tells where the story was 
reported from. In The Seattle 
Times, if the reporter was in 
Seattle, there is no dateline. Index

Table of contents

Teasers
Direct readers to other stories 
inside the newspaper.

Byline
The name of the report-
er who wrote the story 
and the organization 
he or she works for.  
Newspapers will run 
stories written by staff 
reporters, or they may 
pick up stories from wire 
services or businesses 
that distribute news and 
photographs to subscrib-
ing newspapers and 
broadcasters.

Web ref
Refers readers 
to live coverage 
online and
archived stories 
related to the topic.

Cutout
When the background 
of a photo or graphic is 
deleted, to create
a free-form image. 

Caption or cutline
Describes what is taking place 
in the photograph and,
when appropriate, makes
a connection to the story.

Lead
The first and most important 
paragraph of a news story. It 
should tell what the story is 
about, be easy to understand and 
make you want to read more.

Logo and 
standing head
Used with a series of 
stories that appear in 
the paper over time. 
This helps to
identify the series
to the readers.

Main headline 
Title of a
newspaper story: 
the bigger the type, 
the more important 
the story. This sig-
nals the main point 
of the story.

Deck headline
This is smaller than the main headline. It gives more 
details about the story, drawing readers into the body of 
the story itself.


