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Greenway is a frame, one-and-one-half story structure, built in the latter
half of the eighteenth century, which is representative of a great many
colonial homes in its design and scale. The beaded clapboarding, wood-
covered gable roof with its row of dormers, and the symmetry of the five-
bay (south) front are combined in the classic form of the medium-sized
Virginia home. The brick foundation walls are primarily of Flemish bond,
but the occasional lapse into English bond suggests possible stages of
growth not visible elsewhere in the building fabric. The two exterior end
chimneys are in Flemish bond and have double, tiled splays. The two-bay
rear ell which projects from the center of the north facade dates from the
early-nineteenth century, and, except for a slight change in bed and crown
moldings on 'the Box cornice and the newer window framings, the addition
uses the same forms as the older section.

The central hall ‘has a closed stringer stair with square newels and turned
balusters which ascends southward along the west wall. At the top of the
stairs there are unusual twin newel posts with engaged balusters facing
each other between the two posts. The stair hall, as in all the others

in the original front block, has a single board dado and a chair rail compoj
of simple roll moldings on a raised board. The west room is dominated by
a projecting fully-paneled chimney breast in which fluted pilasters frame
the architrave molding around the fireplace opening. Thege pilasters rise
to a cornice shelf from which four more pilasters rise to a ceiling cornice
Subtleties in this chimney woodwork, such as the double row of dentils
directly under the cornice shelf and the double crossettes in the architrawvs
framings, make it an exceedingly fine design. By contrast, the projecting
chimney breast in the east room has a plain architrave framing around the
fireplace opening with a shallow frieze and beautifully carved cornice
shelf above. Three rectangular panels and ceiling cornice make up the
overmantel design. The chimney designs in the two upstairs rooms are a
simplified version of this mantel but without the overmantel. Architrave
moldings frame all doors in the front block of the house and much original
hardware remains.

The breezeway which connected the rear addition to the main house was
recently filled in, and the design of its interior attempts to conform
with the interior feeling of the original house. This rear room, with
its dado of horizontal boarding and chair rail, features a typical early-
nineteenth century mantel of oval sunbursts and deep shelf,
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This well-known eighteenth century building form .combined with fine
interior detailing make Greenway an ideal example of the praototype. looked
to for twentieth century colonial revivals. However, in spite of its
fine architectural character, the historical associations of the house
constitute, its chief importance. The house was built by Judge John
Tyler (1747-1813), Governor of Virginia (1808-1811), who is buried there.
John Tyler raised his family at Greenway, and in this house in 1790 was
born his son John (1790-1862), later tenth President of the United
States, President Tyler lived at the house until his marriage and later
returned to Greenway while Governor of Virginia (1825-1827). He sold the
property in 1829 when he purchased nearby Sherwood Forest which was to
be his permanent home for the rest of his life.
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