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PART I
THE REPUBLIC

1. Bangladesh is a unitary, independent, sovereign Republic to be The Republic
known as the People's Republic of Bangladesh.

2. The territory of the Republic shall comprise — The territory of the

(8) the territories which immediately before the Proclamation of ~RePublic

Independence on the 26th day of March, 1971 constituted
East Pakistan '[and the territories referred to as included
territories in the Constitution (Third Amendment) Act, 1974,
but excluding the territories referred to as excluded territories
in that Act ; and]

(b)  such other territories as may become included in Bangladesh.

‘[2A. The state religion of the Republic is Islam, but the State shall ~The state religion
ensure equal status and equal right in the practice of the Hindu, Buddhist,
Christian and other religions.]

3. The state language of the Republic is ‘[Bangla). The state language

4. (1) The national anthem of the Republic is the first ten lines of “Amar  National anthem, flag
Sonar Bangla’. and emblem

(2) The national flag of the Republic shall consist of a circle, coloured
red throughout its area, resting on a green background.

(3) The national emblem of the Republic is the national flower Shapla
(nymphoea nouchali) resting on water, having on each side an ear of paddy
and being surmounted by three connected leaves of jute with two stars on
each side of the leaves.

(4) Subject to the foregoing clauses, provisions relating to the national
anthem, flag and emblem shall be made by law.

‘[4A. The Portrait of the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh  Portrait of the Father
Mujibur Rahman shall be preserved and displayed at the offices of the  of the Nation
President, the Prime Minister, the Speaker and the Chief Justice and in head
and branch offices of all government and semi-government  offices,
autonomous  bodies, statutory public authorities, government and non-
government educational institutions, embassies and missions of Bangladesh
abroad.]

5. (1) The Capital of the Republic is *{Dhaka]. The Capital

' Substituted for the semi-colon and word *:and* by the Constitution (Third Amendment) Act, 1974 (Act LXXIV of 1974),
section 3. But ifs effectiveness is subject to gazette notification under section 4 of that Act

* Article 2A was substituted by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011) section 4.
* Substituted for the word “Bengali* by the Constitution (Eighth Amendment) Act, 1988 (Act XXX of 1988), section 3.
* Atticle 4A was substituted by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011) section 5.

* The word "Dhaka" was substituted, for the word "Dacca” by the Constitution (Eighth Amendment) Act, 1988 (Act XXX of
1988).
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(2) The boundaries of the capital shall be determined by law,

1[6. (1) The citizenship of Bangladesh shall be determined and Citizenship
regulated by law.

(2) The people of Bangladesh shall be known as Bangalees as a
nation and the citizens of Bangladesh shall be known as Bangladeshies.]

7. (1) All powers in the Republic belong to the people, and their Supremacy of the

|
|
i exercise on behalf of the people shall be effected only under, and by the  Constitution
| authority of, this Constitution.

(2) This Constitution is, as the solemn expression of the will of the
people, the supreme law of the Republic, and if any other law is inconsistent

with this Constitution that other law shall, to the extent of the inconsistency,
be void.

2[7A. (1) If any person, by show of force or use of force or by any other ~ Offence of
un-constitutional means— abrogation,

suspension, etc. of
(a) abrogates, repeals or suspends or attempts or conspires to  the Constitution

abrogate, repeal or suspend this Constitution or any of its article ;
or

(b) subverts or attempts or conspires to subvert the confidence,

belief or reliance of the citizens to this Constitution or any of its
article,

his such act shall be sedition and such person shall be guilty of sedition.
(2) If any person
(a) abets or instigates any act mentioned in clause (1), or

(b) approves, condones, supports or ratifies such act,

his such act shall also be the same offence.

(3) Any person alleged to have committed the offence mentioned in
 Ihis arficle shall be sentenced with the highest punishment prescribed for
- other offences by the existing laws.

7B. Notwithstanding anything contained in article 142 of the Basic provisions of
 Constitution, the preamble, all articles of Part I, all articles of Part II, subject to  the Constitution are
- the provisions of Part IXA all articles of Part lll, and the provisions of articles  not amendable
felating to the basic structures of the Constitution including article 150 of Part

shall not be amendable by way of insertion, madification, substitution,

al or by any other means.]

¥ ficle 6 was substituted for the formar article 6 by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 201 1),
 section 6.,
" ;

25 7A and 7B were inserted by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011), section 7.
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PART 1
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF STATE POLICY

8. '[(1) The principles of nationalism, socialism, democracy and
secularism, together with the principles derived from those as set out in this
Part, shall constitute the fundamental principles of state policy.]

(2) The principles set out in this Part shall be fundamental to the
governance of Bangladesh, shall be applied by the State in the making of
laws, shall be a guide to the interpretation of the Constitution and of the other
laws of Bangladesh, and shall form the basis of the work of the State and of
its citizens, but shall not be judicially enforceable.

‘9. The unity and solidarity of the Bangalee nation, which, deriving its
identity from its language and culture, attained sovereign and independent
Bangladesh through a united and determined struggle in the war of
independence, shall be the basis of Bangalee nationalism.)

[10. A socialist economic system shall be established with a view to
ensuring the attainment of a just and egalitarian society, free from the
exploitation of man by man.]

11. The Republic shall be a democracy in which fundamental human
rights and freedoms and respect for the dignity and worth of the human
person shall be guaranteed *[* * *] °[, and in which effective participation
by the people through their elected representatives in administration at all
levels shall be ensured).

‘[12. The principle of secularism shall be realised by the elimination of —
(a) communalism in all its forms :

(b) the granting by the State of political status in favour of any
religion ;

(c) the abuse of religion for political purposes ;

(d) any discrimination against, or persecution of, persons
practicing a particular religion.]

Fundamental

principles

Nationalism

Socialism and
freedom from

exploitation

Democracy and

human rights

Secularism and

freedom of religion

.

" Subsfituted for the former clause (1) and (1A) by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011),

section 8.

* Substituted for the former arficle 9 by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011), section 9.
Substituted for the former article 10 by the Constitution (Fifteen Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011) section 10.

* The comma and words “and in which effective participation by the people through their elected representatives in
administration at all levels shall be ensured® were omitted by the Constitution (Fourth Amendment) Act, 1975 (Act II of

1975), section 2.

' The Comma and words ", and in which effective participation by the people through their elected representatives in
administration at all levels shall be ensured” were inserted by the Constitution (Twelth Amendment) Act, 1991 (Act XXVIII

of 1991), section 2.

® Substituted for the former article 12 by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011), section 11.
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13. The people shall own or control the instruments and means of

Principles of
production and distribution, and with this end in view ownership shall assume ownership
b the following forms —
r . (a) state ownership, that is ownership by the State on behalf of

the people through the creation of an efficient and dynamic

nationalised public sector embracing the key sectors of the
- _ economy ;

(b) co-operative ownership, that is ownership by co-operatives
- on behalf of their members within such limits as may be
E prescribed by law ; and

(¢) private ownership, that is ownership by individuals within

S such limits as may be prescribed by law.
Wi 14. It shall be a fundamental responsibility of the State to emancipate  Emancipation of
the toiling masses -the peasants and workers—and backward sections of the peasants and
o _ people from all forms of exploitation. workers
5% : 15. It shall be a fundamental responsibility of the State to attain,  Provision of basic
i ~ through planned economic growth, a constant increase of productive forces  necessities
and a steady improvement in the material and cultural standard of living of the
people, with a view to securing to its cilizens —
- (@) the provision of the basic necessities of life, including food,
% clothing, shelter, education and medical care -
S (b) the right to work, that is the right to guaranteed employment
at a reasonable wage having regard to the quantity and
quality of work ;
(c) the right to reasonable rest, recreation and leisure : and
¥ 'N ~ (d) theright to social security, that is to say, to public assistance
1l | in cases of undeserved want arising from unemployment,
5 9 y
ATl k. iliness or disablement, or suffered by widows or orphans or in
R v old age, or in other such cases.
saaid k. 16. The State shall adopt effective measures to bring about a radical  Rural development
e - lransformation in the rural areas through the promotion of an agricultural  and agricultural
— - ~ revolution, the provision of rural electrification, the development of cottage  revolution
~ and other industries, and the improvement of education, communications and
- public health, in those areas, so as progressively to remove the disparity in
- the standards of living between the urban and the rural areas.
j «dg - 17.The State shall adopt effective measures for the purpose of — Free and compulsory
Cx g R education
(@) establishing a uniform, mass-oriented and universal system
e . of education and extending free and compulsory education to
i - LI all children to such stage as may be determined by law :

(b) relating education to the needs of society and producing
properly trained and motivated citizens to serve those needs :

(¢) removing illiteracy within such time as may be determined by
law.
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1]
ol 18. (1) The State shall regard the raising of the level of nutrition and the  Public health and
i improvement of public health as among its primary duties, and in particular morality
2l shall adopt effective measures to prevent the consumption, except for
medical purposes or for such other purposes as may be prescribed by law, of
dlcoholic and other intoxicating drinks and of drugs which are injurious to
2t health.
(2) The State shall adopt effective measures to prevent prostitution and
gambling. i
2+l
b '[18A. The State shall endeavour to protect and improve the  Protection and
environment and to preserve and safeguard the natural resources, bio- improvement of
diversity, wetlands, forests and wild life for the present and future citizens.] environment and
53 bio-diversity
19. (1) The State shall endeavour to ensure equality of opportunity to all Equality of
L citizens. opportunity
4 (2) The State shall adopt effective measures to remove social and
ﬁ economic inequality between man and man and to ensure the equitable
distribution of wealth among citizens, and of opportunities in order to attain a
uniform level of economic development throughout the Republic.
F@ I3)The State Shall endeavour to ensure equality of opportunity and
participation of women in all spheres of national life.]
| 8 20. (1) Work is a right, a duty and a matter of honour for every citizen Work as a right and
e Who is capable of working, and everyone shall be paid for his work on the  duty
il .~ basis of the principle “from each according to his abilities, to each according
| {0 his work”.
F: (2) The State shall endeavour to create conditions in which, as a
general principle, persons shall not be able to enjoy unearned incomes, and
in which human labour in every form, intellectual and physical, shall become a
| fuller expression of creative endeavour and of the human personality.
rm - 21.(1) Itis the duty of every citizen to observe the Constitution and the  Duties of citizens
laws, to maintain discipline, to perform public duties and to protect public  and of public
property. servants
1 (2) Every person in the service of the Republic has a duty to strive at
alltimes to serve the people.
1 22. The State shall ensure the separation of the judiciary from the Separation of
-execulive organs of the State. Judiciary from the
executive

' Aticle 18A was inserted by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011}, section 12.
Clause (3) was added by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011), section 13,
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23. The State shall adopt measures to conserve the cultural traditions

and heritage of the people, and so to foster and improve the national )

language, literature and the arts that all sections of the people are afforded

the opportunity to contribute towards and to participate in the enrichment of
the national culture.

'[23A. The State shall take steps to protectwand develop the unique
local culture and tradition of the tribes, minor races, ethnic sects and
communities. |

24. The State shall adopt measures for the protection against
disfigurement, damage or removal of all monuments, objects or places or
special artistic or historic importance or interest.

25. 7% * *] The State shall base its international relations on the
principles of respect for national sovereignty and equality, non-interference in
the intemal affairs of other countries, peaceful settlement of international
disputes, and respect for international law and the principles enunciated in
the United Nations Charter, and on the basis of those principles shall -

(a) strive for the renunciation of the use of force in international
relations and for general and complete disarmament ;

(b) uphold the right of every people freely to determine and build up
its own social, economic and political system by ways and means
of its own free choice ; and

(c) support oppressed peoples throughout the world waging a just
struggle against imperialism, colonialism or racialism.

2{:1: * ~|~]

National culture

The culture of tribes,
minor races, ethnic
sects and

communities

National

monuments, etc.

Promotion of
international peace,
security and
solidarity

" Aticle 23A was inserted by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011 ), section 14.

7 The figure and brackets (1) were omitted and thereafter clause (
Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011), section 15, (i) and (ii).

2) was omitted by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment)
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PART HI
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

26. (1) Al existing law inconsistent with the provisions of this Part shall,
fo the extent of such inconsistency, become void on the commencement of
this Constitution. =

(2) The State shall not make any law inconsistent with any provisions
of this Part, and any law so made shall, to the extent of such inconsistency,
be void.

'[(3) Nothing in this article shall apply to any amendment of this
Constitution made under article 142.)

27. Al citizens are equal before law and are entitied to equal protection

-of law.

28. (1) The State shall not discriminate against any citizen on grounds
only of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth.

(2) Women shall have equal rights with men in all spheres of the State
and of public life.

(3) No citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex or
place of birth be subjected to any disability, liability, restriction or condition
with regard to access to any place of public entertainment or resort, or
admission fo any educational institution.

{4) Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from making special
provision in favour of women or children or for the advancement of any
backward section of citizens.

29. (1) There shall be equality of opportunity for all citizens in respect
of employment or office in the service of the Republic.

(2) No citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex or
place of birth, be ineligible for, or diseriminated against in respect of, any
employment or office in the service of the Republic.

(3) Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from -

(a) making special provision in favour of any backward section of
citizens for the purpose of securing their adequate
representation in the service of the Republic;

Laws inconsistent
with fundamental
rights to be void

Equality before law

Discrimination on
grounds of religion,
elc.

Equality of
opportunity in public
employment

' Clause (3) was added by the Constitution (Second Amendment) Act, 1973 (Act XXIV of 1973), section 2.
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(b) giving effect to any law which makes provision for reserving
appointments relating to any religious or denominational
institution to persons of that religion or denomination ;

(c)  reserving for members of one sex any class of employment or
office on the ground that it is considered by its nature to be
unsuited to members of the opposite sex.

'[30. No citizen shall, without the prior approval of the President, accept  Prohibition of
any fitle, honour, award or decoration from any foreign state.] foreign titles, etc.

31. To enjoy the protection of the law, and to be treated in accordance Right to protection
with law, and only in accordance with law, is the inalienable right of every  of law
citizen, wherever he may be, and of every other person for the time being
within Bangladesh, and in particular no action detrimental to the life, liverty,
‘ body, reputation or property of any person shall be taken except in
-~ accordance with law. y

~ 32. No person shall be deprived of life or personal liberty save in Protection of right to
- accordance with law. life and personal

liberty

[33. (1) No person who is arrested shall be detained in custody without  Safeguards as to
being informed, as soon as may be, of the grounds for such arrest, nor shall  arrest and detention
e be denied the right to consult and be defended by a legal practitioner of

his choice.

~ (2) Every person who is arrested and detained in custody shall be

“'Z ced before the nearest magistrate within a period of twenty-four hours of

ch arrest, excluding the time necessary for the journey from the place of

est o the court of the magistrate, and no such person shall be detained in

lody beyond the said period without the authority of a magistrate.

(3) Nothing in clauses (1) and (2) shall apply to any person—
- (@) who for the time being is an enemy alien ; or

) who is arrested or detained under any law providing for
preventive detention.

uted, for the former article 30 by the Constitution (Eighth Amendment) Act, 1988 (Act XXX of 1988), section 5.
uted, for the former article 33 by the Constitution (Second Amendment) Act, 1973 (Act XXIV of 1973), section 3.
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(4) No law providing for preventive detention shall authorise the
detention of a person for a period exceeding six months unless an Advisory
Board consisting of three persons, of whom two shall be persons who are, or
have been, or are qualified to be appointed as, Judges of the Supreme Court
and the other shall be a person who is a senior officer in the service of the
Republic, has, after affording him an opportunity of being heard in person,
reported before the expiration of the said period of six months that there is, in
its opinion, sufficient cause for such detention.

A d A2

(5) When any person is detained in pursuance of an order made under
any law providing for preventive detention, the authority making the order
shall, as soon as may be, communicate to such person the grounds on which
the order has been made, and shall afford him the earliest opportunity of
making a representation against the order :

a %3

33

Provided that the authority making any such order may refuse to

disclose facts which such authority considers to be against the public interest
fo disclose.

(6) Parliament may by law prescribe the procedure to be followed by
an Advisory Board in an inquiry under clause (4).]

34. (1) All forms of forced labour are prohibited and any contravention  Prohibition of forced
of this provision shall be an offence punishable in accordance with law. labour

(2)  Nothing in this article shall apply to compulsory labour—

(a) by persons undergoing lawful punishment for a criminal
offence ; or

s g

(b) required by any law for public purposes.

O
qi4- 35. (1) No person shall be convicted of any offence except for violation  Protection in respect
51 - ofalaw in force at the time of the commission of the act charged as an  of trial and
offence, nor be subjected to a penalty greater than, or different from, that  punishment
which might have been inflicted under the law in force at the time of the
9 commission of the offence.

(2) No person shall be prosecuted and punished for the same offence
more than once.

(3) Every person accused of a criminal offence shall have the rightto a

speedy and public trial by an independent and impartial court or tribunal
established by law.

E (4) No person accused of any offence shall be compelled fo be a
- Wwitness against himself.

_ (5) No person shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman, or
- degrading punishment or treatment,

(6) Nothing in clause (3) or clause (5) shall affect the operation of any
~ existing law which prescribes any punishment or procedure for trial.
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36. Subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the public
interest, every citizen shall have the right to move freely throughout

Bangladesh, to reside and settle in any place therein and to leave and re-
enter Bangladesh.

37. Every citizen shall have the right to assemble and to participate in
public meetings and processions peacefully and without arms, subject to any

reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the interests of public order or
public health.

'38. Every citizen shall have the right to form associations or unions,

subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the interests of
morality or public order :

Provided that no person shall have the right to form, or be a member of
the said association or union, if—

(@) itis formed for the purposes of destroying the religious, social
and communal harmony among the citizens :

(b) itis formed for the purposes of creating discrimination among the

citizens, on the ground of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth
or language ;

(c) itis formed for the purposes of organizing terrorist acts or militant
activities against the State or the citizens or any other country ;

(d) its formation and objects are inconsistent with the Constitution.]

39. (1) Freedom of thought and conscience is guaranteed.

(2) Subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the

~Inlerests of the security of the State, friendly relations with foreign states,

public order, decency or morality, or in relation to contempt of court,
defamation or incitement to an offence—

(@) the right of every citizen to freedom of speech and expression ;
and )

(b) freedom of the press,

are guaranteed.

40. Subject to any restrictions imposed by law, every citizen possessing

- sueh qualifications, if any, as may be prescribed by law in relation to his
- profession, occupation, trade or business shall have the right to enter upon

any lawful profession or occupation, and to conduct any lawful trade or
 business.

Freedom of
movement

Freedom of
assembly

Freedom of
association

Freedom of thought
and conscience, and
of speech

Freedom of
profession or
occupation

! Ariicle 38 was subslituted by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011), seclion 16
. [ J
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41. (1) Subject to law, public order and morality - ‘ Freedom of religion

(a) every citizen has the right to profess, practise or propagate
any religion ;

(b) every religious community or denomination has the right to
establish, maintain and manage its religious institutions.

(2) No person attending any educational institution'shall be required to

 receive religious instruction, or to take part in or to attend any religious

ceremony or worship, if that instruction, ceremony or worship relates to a
religion other than his own.

42. (1) Subject to any restrictions imposed by law, every citizen shall Rights to property
‘have the right to acquire, hold, transfer or otherwise dispose of property, and

' - No property shall be compulsorily acquired, nationalised or requisitioned save
by authority of law.

1(2) A law made under clause (1) of this article shall provide for the
acquisition, nationalisation or requisition with compensation and shall fix the
1 amount of compensation or specify the principles on which, and the manner
~ inwhich, the compensation is to be assessed and paid ; but no such law shall
~ becalled in question in any court on the ground that any provision of the law
.: in respect of such compensation is not adequate. ]

- 8. Every citizen shall have the right, subject to any reasonable restrictions Protection of home
| posed by law in the interests of the security of the State, public order, public  and comespondence

moralty or public health —

(a) to be secured in his home against entry, search and seizure :
and

(b) to the privacy of his correspondence and other means of
communication. . '

144, (1) The right to move the High Court Division in accordance with  Enforcement of

':: (1) of article 102, for the enforcement of the rights conferred by this  fundamental rights
ftis guaranteed.

{2) Without prejudice to the powers of the High Court Division under
e 102, Parliament may by law empower any other court, within the local
ol s jurisdiction, to exercise all or any of those powers. |

iled for the former  clause (2) and (3) by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011),
on 17.

: ed for the former article 44 by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011), section 18,
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45. Nothing in this Part shall apply to any provision of a disciplinary law
relating to members of a disciplined force, being a provision limited to the
purpose of ensuring the proper discharge of their duties or the maintenance
of discipline in that force.

46. Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this Part,
Parliament may by law make provision for indemnifying any person in the
service of the Republic or any other person in respect of any act done by him
in connection with the national liberation struggle or the maintenance or
resloration of order in any area in Bangladesh or validate any sentence
passed, punishment inflicted, forfeiture ordered, or other act done in any such

47. (1) No law providing for any of the following matters shall be deemed
1o be void on the ground that it is inconsistent with, or takes away or abridges,
any of the rights guaranteed by this Part -

the compulsory acquisition, nationalisation or requisition of
any property, or the control or management thereof whether
temporarily or permanently ;

the compulsory amalgamation of bodies carrying on
commercial or other undertakings ;

the extinction, modification, restriction or regulation of rights
of directors, managers, agents and officers of any such
bodies, or of the voting rights of persons owning shares or
stock (in whatever form) therein :

the extinction, modification, restriction or regulation of rights
1o search for or win minerals or mineral oil ;

the carrying on by the Government or by a corporation
owned, controlled or managed by the Government, of any
trade, business, industry or service to the exclusion, complete
or partial, of other persons : or

the extinction, modification, restriction or- regulation of any
right to property, any right in respect of profession,
occupation, trade or business or the rights of employers or
employees in any statutory public authority or in any
commercial or industrial undertaking ;

ent in such law (including, in the case of existing law, by
ndment) expressly declares that such provision is made to give effect to
of the fundamental principles of state policy set out in Part Il of this

Modification of
rights in respect of
disciplinary law

Power to provide
indemnity

Saving for certain
laws
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(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Constitution the laws
specified in the First Schedule (including any amendment of any such law)
shall continue to have full force and effect, and no provision of any such law,
nor anything done or omitted to be done under the authority of such law, shall
be deemed void or unlawful on the ground of inconsistency with, or
repugnance to, any provision of this Constitution :

'[Provided that nothing in this article shall prevent amendment,
modification or repeal of any such law.]

’13) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Constitution, no law nor
~ any provision thereof providing for detention, prosecution or punishment of
 any person, who is a member of any armed or defence or auxiliary forces ‘or
any individual, group of individuals or organisation] or who is a prisoner of
- war, for genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes and other crimes
under international law shall be deemed void or unlawful, or ever to have
become void or unlawful, on the ground that such law or provision of any such
s inconsistent with, or repugnant to, any of the provisions of this
sonstitution. |
B

4 [47A (1) The rights guaranteed under article 31, clauses (1 (1) and (3)  Inapplicability of
le 35 and article 44 shall not apply to any person to whom a law  certain articles
d in clause (3) of article 47 applies.

~ (2) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Constitution, no person
hom a law specified in clause (3) of article 47 applies shall have the right
ove the Supreme Court for any of the remedies under this Constitution.]

llapmmby the Constitution (Fitteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011), section 19 ().
Consfitution (First Amendment) Act, 1973 (Act XV of 1973), section 2.

Ihe Constituton (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011), section 19 (i).

" inserted by the Consitution (First Amendment) Act, 1973 (Act XV of 1973), section 3.
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PART IV
THE EXECUTIVE
'[CHAPTER | - THE PRESIDENT

48. (1) There shall be a President of Bangladesh who shall be elected by  The President
members of Parliament in accordance with law.

1 (2) The President shall, as Head of State, take precedence over all other
-~ persons in the State, and shall exercise the powers and perform the duties
~ conferred and imposed on him by this Constitution and by any other law.

~ (3) In the exercise of all his functions, save only that of appointing the
-~ Prime Minister pursuant to clause (3) of article 56 and the Chief Justice
 ursuant to clause (1) of article 95, the President shall act in accordance with
- the advice of the Prime Minister -

- Provided that the question whether any, and if so what, advice has been
endered by the Prime Minister to the President shall not be enquired into in
court,

- &
)

' s (4) A person shall not be qualified for election as President if he —
L (@) is less than thirty-five years of age; or
: (b) is not qualified for election as a member of Parliament ; or

(c) has been removed from the office of President by
impeachment under this Constitution,

(5) The Prime Minister shall keep the President informed on matters of
mestic and foreign policy, and submit for the consideration of the Cabinet
matter which the President may request him to refer to it

_'49.' The President shall have power to grant pardons, reprieves and Prerogative of mercy
pites and to remit, suspend or commute any sentence passed by any
riounal or other authority.

50. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the President shall  Term of office of
office for a term of five years from the date on which he enters upon his  President

0vided that notwithstanding the expiration of his term the President
continue to hold office until his successor enters upon office.

2) No person shall hold office as President for more than two terms,
_ or not the terms are consecutive.

) The President may resign his office by writing under his hand
sed {o the Speaker.

;for‘GMpkzrs | and 1f by the Constitution (Twelfth Amendment) Act, 1991 (Act XXVIII of 1981), section 3.
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(4) The President during his term of office shall not be qualified for
election as a member of Parliament, and if a member of Parliament is elected
a President he shall vacate his seat in Parliament on the day on which he
enters upon his office as President,

51. (1) Without prejudice to the provisions of article 52, the President
shall not be answerable in any court for anything done or omitted by him in
-~ the exercise or purported exercise of the functions of his office, but this clause

- shall not prejudice the right of any person to take proceedings against the
- Government.

(2) During his term of office no criminal proceedings whatsoever shall be
inslituted or continued against the President in, and no process for his arrest
 Orimprisonment shall issue from, any court.

52. (1) The President may be impeached on a charge of violating this
 Constitution or of grave misconduct, preferred by a notice of motion signed by
amajority of the total number of members of Parliament and delivered to
Ihe Speaker, setting out the particulars of the charge, and the motion shall not
be debated earlier than fourteen nor later than thirty days after the notice is

S0delivered ; and the Speaker shall forthwith summon Parliament if it is not in
session.

~ (2) The conduct of the President may be referred by Parliament to any

ourt, tribunal or body appointed or designated by Parliament for the
Ivesligation of a charge under this article.

. (3) The President shall have the right to appear and to be represented
uing the consideration of the charge. '

(4) If after the consideration of the charge a resolution is passed by
aliament by the votes of not less than two-thirds of the total number of
o bers declaring that the charge has been substantiated, the President
il vacale his office on the date on which the resolution is passed.

3 (8) Where the Speaker is exercising the functions of the President under
tle 54 the provisions of this article shall apply subject to the modifications
L the reference to the Speaker in clause (1) shall be construed as a
ence 1o the Deputy Speaker, and that the reference in clause (4) to the
alion by the President of his office shall be construed as a reference to the
dlion by the Speaker of his office as Speaker ; and on the passing of a

lution such as is referred to in clause (4) the Speaker shall cease to
tise the functions of President.

r, setting out particulars of the alleged incapacity.

President's immunity

Impeachment of the
President

53. (1) The President miay be removed from office on the ground of  Removal of
il or mental incapacity on a motion of which notice, signed by a President on ground
ity of the total number of members of Parliament, is delivered to the  of incapacity
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~ (2) On receipt of the notice the Speaker shall forthwith summon
Parliament if it is not in session and shall call for a resolution constituting a
medical board (hereinafter in this article called “the Board"), and upon the
3 - Necessary motion being made and carried shall forthwith cause a copy of
the notice to be transmitted to the President together with a request signed by
the Speaker that the President submit himself within a period of ten days from
lhe date of the request to an examination by the Board.

(3) The motion for removal shall not be put to the vote earlier than
9 fourteen nor later than thirty days after notice of the motion is delivered to the
4 - Speaker, and if it is again necessary to summon Parliament in order to enable

the motion to be made within that period, the Speaker shall summon
Parliament.

» : (4) The President shall have the right to appear and to be represented
- during the consideration of the motion.

(5 If the President has not submitted himself to an examination by the
Board before the motion is made in Parliament, the motion may be put to the
- Vole, and if it is passed by the votes of not less than two-thirds of the total
number of members of Parliament, the President shall vacate his office on the
- dale on which the motion is passed.

(6) If before the motion for removal is made in Parliament, the President
-~ has submitted himself to an examination by the Board, the motion shall not be
putto the vote until the Board has been given an opportunity of reporting its
 0pinion to Parliament, '

(7) If after consideration b.y Parliament of the motion and of the report of
the Board (which shall be submitted within seven days of the examination
held pursuant to clause (2) and if not so submitted shall be dispensed with)
Ine motion is passed by the votes of not less than two-thirds of the total
number of members of Parliament, the President shall vacate his office on the
date on which the resolution is passed,

94. If a vacancy occurs in the office of President or if the President is
nable to discharge the functions of his office on account of absence, illness
: any other cause the Speaker shall discharge those functions until a

President is elected or until the President resumes the functions of his office,
3 ihe case may be.

- CHAPTER Il - THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE CABINET

5. (1) There shall be a Cabinet for Bangladesh having the Prime
_er at its head and comprising also such other Ministers as the Prime
nister may from time to time designate.

(2) The executive power of the Republic shall, in accordance with this
nslitution, be exercised by or on the authority of the Prime Minister.

N

Speaker to act as
President during
absence, efc.

The Cabinet

s
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(3) The Cabinet shall be collectively responsible to Parliament.

(4) All executive actions of the Government shall be expressed to be
~ laken in the name of the President.

(5) The President shall by rules specify the manner in which orders and
olfer instruments made in his name shall be attested or authenticated, and
- the validity of any order or instrument so attested or authenticated shall not

be questioned in any court on the ground that it was not duly made or
executed.

(6) The President shall make rules for the allocation and transaction of
1e business of the Government,

9. (1) There shall be a Prime Minister, and such other Ministers,

Ministers of State and Deputy Ministers as may be determined by the Prime
ister.

: 4 {2) The appointments of the Prime Minister and other Ministers and of
e Ministers of State and Deputy Ministers, shall be made by the President :

3"_Provided that not less than nine-tenths of their number shall be
ppointed from among members of Parliament and not more than one-tenth

their number may be chosen from among persons qualified for election as
embers of Parliament.

{3) The President shall appoint as Prime Minister the member of

ailiament who appears to him to command the support of the majority of the
moers of Parliament,

(4) If occasion arises for making any appointment under clause (2) or
¢ (3) between a dissolution of Parliament and the next following general
ion of members of Parliament, the persons who were such members
ediately before the dissolution shall be regarded for the purpose of this
€ as continuing to be such members.

37. (1) The office of the Prime Minister shall become vacant-

A (@) if he resigns from office at any. time by placing his resignation
in the hands of the President : or

(b) ifhe ceases to be a member of Parliament.

Ifthe Prime Minister ceases to retain the support of a majority of the
S of Parfiament, he shall either resign his office or advise the
entin writing to dissolve Parliament, and if he so advises the President
i s satisfied that no other member of Parliament commands the
of the majority of the members of Parliament, dissolve Parliament

‘:;.! ing in this article shall disquality Prime Minister for holding office
iccessor has entered upon office.

Ministers

Tenure of office of
Prime Minister
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98. (1) The office of a Minister other than the Prime Minister shall  Tenure of office of
become vacant - other Ministers

(a) if he resigns from office by placing his resignation in the hands
of the Prime Minister for submission to the President "

(b) if he ceases to be a member of Parliament, but this shall not

be applicable to a Minister chosen under the proviso to article
56(2) ;

(c) if the President, pursuant to the provisions of clause (2), so
directs ; or .

(d) as provided in clause (4).

(2) The Prime Minister may at any time request a Minister to resign, and

~ if such Minister fails to comply with the request, may advise the President to
~ ferminate the appointment of such Minister.

(3) Nothing in sub-clauses (a), (b) and (d) of clause (1) shall disqualify a
Minister for holding office during any period in which Parliament stands
dissolved.

(4) If the Prime Minister resigns from or ceases to hold office each of the
olher Ministers shall be deemed also to have resigned from office but shall,

subject to the provisions of this Chapter, continue to hold office until his
successor has entered upon office.

(5) In this article “Minister” includes Minister of State and Deputy
linister.

P I * %)

~ CHAPTER IIA-NON-PARTY CARE-TAKER GOVERNMENT [omitted
he Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011),
sclion 21 )
' CHAPTER lll-Local Government

99. (1) Local government in every administrative unit of the Republic

" ) ) Local government
be entrusted to bodies; composed of persons elected in accordance with

153

2 "Everybody such as is referred to in clause (1) shall, subject to this
tution and any other law, perform within the appropriate administrative

uch functions as shall be prescribed by Act of Parliament, which may
¢ functions relating to -

' a) administration and the work of public officers ;
(b) the maintenance of public order :

‘,=‘ the preparation and implementation of plans relating to public
services and economic development.

A was omitted by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011), section 20,
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60. For the purpose of giving full effect to the provisions of article 59 Powers of local

- Parliament shall, by law, confer powers on the local government bodies government bodies
referred to in that article, including power to impose taxes for local purposes,

- [o prepare their budgets and to maintain funds.]

CHAPTER IV-THE DEFENCE SERVICES

- '[61. The supreme command of the defence services of Bangladesh Supreme command
M vestin the President and the exercise thereof shall be requlated by law.]

62. (1) Parliament shall by law provide for regulating - Recruitment, etc., of
defence services
(a) the raising and maintaining of the defence services of
Bangladesh and of their reserves;

(b)  the grant of commissions therein:

(c) the appointment of chiefs of staff of the defence services, and
their salaries and allowances : and

~ (d) the discipline and other matters relating to those services and
E reserves.

(2) Until Parliament by law provides for the matters specified in clause
e President may, by order, provide for such of them as are not already
ect o existing law.

_53. (1) War shall not be declared and the Republic shall not participate ~ war
f war except with the assent of Parliament.

k% #)

CHAPTER V-THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL

'A-_ (1) The President shall appoint a person who is qualified to be The Attorney-
led as a Judge of the Supreme Court to be Attorney-General for General

t-J Tne_Attorney-General shall perform such duties as may be
d1o him by the President.

) In the performance of his duties, the Attorney-General shall have
ofaudience in all courts of Bangladesh.

The Attorney-General shall hold office during the pleasure of the
. and shall receive such remuneration as the President may

substituted by the Constitution (Fifteenth Amendment) Act, 2011 (Act XIV of 2011), section 22.
and (3) were omitled by the Constitution (Second Amendment) Act, 1973 (Act XXIV of 1973), section 4.





