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ABSTRACT 
Two genera and five species of Dixidae are recorded from Israel and one species from Egypt; 

the latter constitutes the first record of the family for this country. Dixa kaplani, 

Dixapunctata, Dixella golanensis, Dixella israelis (all from Israel) and Dixella aegyptiaca 

(from Egypt) are described as new. Two species are redescribed: Dixella attica (Pandazis) 

(new record for Israel) and Dixella fuscifrons (Edwards) (new record for Greece). Ecological 

and distributional data on dixid larvae and adults in Israel are given. Comments on collecting, 

preserving, mounting and examination of Dixidae are provided. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This paper is dedicated to Prof. Eliyahu Swirski, a friend and prominent entomologist, on the occasion of 

his 70th birthday. 
The study on which this paper is based was initiated when a small collection of adult Dixidae, 

mostly from Israel, but also including some specimens from Egypt and Greece, was sent to R.W. for 

identification. Later, a relatively large collection of dixid larvae, all from Israel, was sent to the same 

expert. R.W. determined the adults to species and the larvae to genus and identified two genera (Dixa 

Meigen and Dixella Dyar and Shannon) and seven species, five of which were undescribed. Although we 

have not been able to associate adults with larvae, we decided to gather all the data available now on the 

Dixidae of Israel and publish them together. A new species is also described from Egypt comprising the 

first record of the family for this country. 
Dixidae comprise a small family of nematocerous flies with seven genera and about 175 species 

world-wide. About 30 species are known from Europe (Wagner, 1978) and about 20 species have been 

recorded from the Mediterranean basin, almost all from the western part and Balkan Peninsula (Wagner, 

1978). A short summary of adult and immature morphology, biology and behavior was recently 

published (Peters, 1981). 

In his Prodromus Faunae Palestinae, Bodenheimer (1937) recorded two species, Dixa aestivalis 

Meigen and Dixa pyrenaica Seguy. None of these species were rediscovered in the study area, and we 
assume that these records represent misidentifications. Freidberg (1988), reporting progress made in the 

present study, mentioned four species from Israel, although only one of these, Dixella attica (Pandazis), 

was named. Based on adult collections, Freidberg (1988) surmised that species were restricted to the 

northern half of the country. However, based on the collection of 






























