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ABSTRACT 

The subgenus Eremotrichoma Soika is revised to include four known species: A. 
agens Collin, A. kugleri, new species, A. perspieiendum (Becker), the type species 
for the subgenus, and A. simplieior Collin. Allotrichoma and Eremotrichoma are 
characterized and the latter is demonstrated to be monophyletic. 
Eremotrichoma is not closely related to Pseudohecamede Hendel, a possibility 
suggested by Collin, but it is placed as a subgenus in the genus Allotrichoma, a 
precedent Collin and Soika established. Eremotrichoma occurs in the Middle 
East and North Africa, where it is associated with oases and other aquatic 
habitats, especially in desert regions. A key to the genera and subgenera of the 
tribe Atissini that occur in Israel is also presented. 
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Nearly 40 years ago, as part of a report on the Diptera of the Armstrong College 
Expedition to Siwa Oasis, Egypt, the distinguished English dipterist, J.E. Collin (1949), 
noted certain characters that had either been overlooked or were in need of re-evaluation in 
the characterizations of Allotrichoma Becker and its related genera, Elephantinosoma 
Becker and Pseudohecamede Hendel. Although Collin suggested the possibility of a close 
relationship between the specimens before him and the neotropical genus Pseudohecamede, 
he left this matter unresolved, not having adequate material available to study. Rather, 
Collin tentatively chose to describe these specimens as a new species, A. agens, and variety 
of this species, A. agens variety simplieior, in the genus Allotrichoma. Allotrichoma was and 
remains the oldest and best known genus-group name among those available; it also has the 
largest number of species. 

The blurred relationships between these three genera and the consequent lack of 
good characterization of each was not investigated further until Soika (1956) erected the 
subgenus Eremotrichoma to include A. perspieiendum, as the type species, A. agens Collin, 
and A. simplieior Collin. Although Soika provided a brief diagnosis for the subgenus, he did 
not address Collin's suggestion that these species were closely related to Pseudohecamede. 
This question impinges directly on studies I am conducting on the ephydrid fauna of Israel 
and has prompted the present study. I am also taking this




























