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{7. DESCRIPTION

{Check One}
[] Excellent X7 Good [ Fair ) Deteriorated {J Ruins [} Unexposed

CONDITION (Chack One) (Check One)

X Altered {7] Unaltered 1 Moved m Originel Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {if known) PHYSICAL AFPPEARANCE

The site of the building is in the center of a well-
proportioned public square.

Originally, the building, completed in 1871, had a
mansard roof with vari-colored slate, cast-iron cresting,
dormer windows, fully embellished chimneys with cast iron

caps, etc. In 188Q, this was removed entirely, and the
present wood and timber hip roof with brick gables was
installed. The lower stories are brick walls with lime-

stone quoins (all presently painted).

Interior floors are marble and slate tiles supported by
wrought iron beams and corrugated metal arches ( a very
early use of this system). Stairs and landings are all
cast iron,

It is proposed by the County Board to restore the mansard
roof, chimneys, etc, to the original condition, thereby
gaining the use of the entire third floor (presently
unused). Extensive interior remodelling is proposed to

work will restore the building to its 1871 condition.

make the building usable for another half century. Exterior
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Elijah E. Myers, the architect for the Courthouse, moved from
Springfield, Illinois, to Detroit, Michigan, in 1871 wherec he
established what must have been one of the largest practices

in the US for the period, doing five State Capitols, innumer-
able Courthouses and public buildings in many foreign countries
He designed many other courthouses in l1llincis but only one

earlier than the McDonough County Courthouse building (in
Macoupin County).

The Second Empire style was short-lived and good examples in
this country are fast disappearing. There is no doubt that
this Courthouse will be destroyed if the renovations proposed
are not carried out.

The significance of the building lies in the exuberance of its
embellishments (the period is rightly called '""The Age of Ele-
gance''), the monumentality of its interior spaces and the
strength of its composition and setting in what only 35 vears
earlier had been a village square containing a log cabin
Courthouse in the middle of the unbroken prairie.

The renovation of the building will: (1) ensure its usability
gs a courts building for at least another half century

(2) provide a concrete link with the past for citizens of
McDonough County and the people of this state (3) save an
putstanding example of early courthouse design in the prairie
states as well as a strong specimen of the Second Empire
Revival style, and (4) provide an impetus to the City of
Macomb to revise outdated traffic patterns on the square and
Lhereby restore some dignity to the pedestrian, and to make
pisible the commitment of government to the upgrading of an
ptherwise deteriorating central business district.
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The site of the building is in the center of a well-proportioned public square.

Originally, the building, completed in 1871, had a mansard roof with vari-colored
slate, cast-iron cresting, dormer windown, fully embellished chimneys with cast
iron caps, etc. In 1880, this was removed entirely, and the present wood and tim-
ber hip roof with brick gables was installed. The lower stones are brick walls
with limestore quoins (all presently painted).

Interior floors are marble and slate tiles supported by wrought iron beams and
corrugated metal arches (a very eraly use of this system). Stairs and landings
are all cast iron.

It is proposed by the County Board to restore the mansard roof, chimneys, etc,
to the original condition, thereby gaining the use of the entire third floor (
(presently unused. Extensive interior remodelling is proposed to make the build-
ing usable for another half century. Exterior work will restore the building
bo its 1871 conditon. - :

Elijah E. Myers, the architect for the Courthouse, moved from Springfield,
I1linois, to .Detroit, Michigan, in 1871 where he established what must have
been one of the largest practices in the U. S. forthe period, doing five

Stae Captols, innumerating Couthouses and public buildngs in many foreign count-
ries he designed mahy other courthouses in TIllinois but only one earlier that

' the McDonough County Courthouse building (in Macoupin County).

The Second Empire style was short-lived and good examples in this country are
fast disappearing. There is no doubt that this Courthouse will be destroyed
if the renovations proposed are not carried out. o

The significance of the building lies in the exuberance of its embellishments
(theperiod is rightly called "The Age of Elegance'), the monumentality of its
interior spaces and the strength of its composition and setting in what only

35 years earlier had been a village square containing a log cabin Courthouse in
the middle of theunbrokern prairie.

The renovation of the building will: (1) ensure its usability as a courts
building for at least another half centry (2) provide a concrete link with the
past for citizens of McDonough County and the people of this tate (3) save an
outstanding example of early courthouse design in the prairie states as well:

as strong specimen of the Second Empire Revival style, and (4) provide an impetus
to the City of Macomb . to revise outdated traffic patterns on the square and there-
by some dignity to the pedestrian, and to make visible the commitment of govern=-
ment ot the upgrading of an otherwise deteriorating central business district.
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During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to
search for freferences for a particular site. When filling out the "
Survey form, please list according to the following example, pub-
1ished references to the site for which forms are being completed.

If a bibliography can be compiled, it will greatly diduct from the
Survey 's task.
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