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Aungust 2nd, 1858 — Her Majest, Queen Victoria, proclimed that:— “Henceforth
the wild and unoccupied territories on the Nortly West coast of North America shall
be known as “British Columbia®,

For the site of the Capial, Colonel Moody's irst choice was Mary Hill, which
he numed in honour of his wilfe, and forthwith ordered Captain Jack Grant, of the
Boyal Engineers to cut the first tree on the site.

Captain Granl, however, even with his axe in hand, was certain that & mista lie:
was being made and gave his reasons for the choice of o site lower down the
river, at the head of tide water which could be reached by big ships, and was easily
defensible, Colomel Mondy inspected the site and agreed,

Later, on March 17th, 1859, Colonel Moody reported to Governor Duouglas:
"The thickers are the closest and the thorniest [ ever came across — what a grand
uld park this whole hill would make".

Oueen Victoria was asked 1o name the Capital. And in May 1859 a dispatch
was teceived, sipned by Lord Carnarven: “D am commanded o acguaint von that
Fler Majescy has been graciously pleased o decide that the Capital of  British
Colimbia shall be ealled ™New Westiminster' ™

Shartlived. it might have been, but in the few vears hefore the Capital s
changed 1o Victoria, enough had happened o firmly establish New Westminster as
igreat westorn vity,

This was mainly due tooa company ol Boyal Engineers whe with their remark
able Teats of survey und construction did more For British Columbia than any ather
group in its history,




From their camp at Sapperton, so called by the Sappers, Fast of the present
Penetentiary walls, they conducted all the impartant explorations in the colony.
From 1858, they surveyed and mapped the colony, buile mads, desipned the First
schools and churches, kept order, and provided an ever present force lor defence
dgainst invasion. Five years later, in 1863, the Roval Fngineers were withdrawn
and retined to Cogland, their duty done,

An offer of o Free lond grant to those who remained was accepled by about one
hundred and twenty discharged Engincers who, tmgether with their Tamilies, clenred
avay the forest, established farms and became pioncer seitlers,

Within one week of the departure of their comrades on Lth November, 1803,
those who had chesen to remain, together with a few civilians, voluntarily banded
themselves together for the defence of the mainland of British Columbia, ‘The
company numbered seventy-three and they chose the title “New Woestminster
Volunteer Rifles". Their uniforms were partwom garments lefr behind by those
who had returned England. The lollowing wear, 1864, His Excellency, The
Governor accepted the appointment of Honora ry Colonel; an issue of arms was made
and an inspecting officer reported the “Rifles” as tuirly advanced in Diill,

For one hundred years—from  tha dav to this—the citizen soldiers of New
Westminster have never, for one moment, coased to train and e ready in case of
need, for Sovereign and Conntrv. Son lallowed Father, Grandson followed Crand-
father, but the Boval City of New Westminster has pnover been without a volunteer
delence force provided by its voung men, Fxigencies of the service may have coused
Riflemen to  hecome Arvtillerymen, or Fusiliers, or Machine Cunners, but the
officers and men themselves have heen steadfuse unwavering.

They helped in the suppression of Indian disturbances, organised resistance
awainst possible Fenian Raids; and upon several oceasions have deoppedd their civilian
pursttits, put on uniform and rendered aid to civil power,

I war they saw service in the South African War, 1899- 1902, In 1914 The
Westminster Fusiliers of Canada teained some 6500 men of New Wesiminster,
Fraser Walley and sureounding districts for the Canadian Expeditionary Foree. A
Victoria Cross was won by a member of the Famous “47¢h" Battalion when they
served in Prance, 1914 1918 and in world war 1, as "The Westminster Regiment",
they fought ar MELFA, Italy, with the foe in Front and the fue hehind, and won
another Victoria Cross, They have many Battle Honoues,

New Westminster, today, has the activity and bustle of the large city thar it is:
and ar the same time maintains an atmosphere that is both personal and friendly, 1t
is compact enough 1o retain a high measure of commu nity sperit which has shown
isell to great advantage in limes of fire and flood; and should they he needed, the

ciltzen-soldiers are stll there — “THE WESTMINSTER REGIMENT".




e Order of

detachment of The Westminster Regiment, together with

The Westminster Regiment Cadet Corps will parade under
Captain H. E. Hamm at the City Hall, New Westminster, B.C.
at 1330 hours, May 26, 1963.

While awaiting the commencement of The Ceremony, the
Band of The Westminster Regiment, under the direction of Band
Master, W. O. 1, A. Morris, will entertain.

AL 1400 hours, May 26, 1963, Lieutenant Colonel T. W. Hall,
[£.D., The Commanding Officer of The Westminster Regiment,
Will approach the City Hall door and knock,

The City Clerk, Mr. G. Brine, will attend the door and ask
the Commanding Officer who he wishes to see,

The Commanding Officer will humbly request an audience
with Her Worship, Mayor E. Wood of the City of New West-

minster.

Immediately on the Mayor's appearance The Commanding
Officer will request as follows: “Madam Mayor”, as Commanding
Officer of The Westminster Regiment I humbly request that the
honour of the Freedom of the City of New Westminster be con-
ferred on The Westminster Regiment.

We would be honoured if you would inspeet The Westminster

Regiment and the Cadet Corps.




The Inspecting Party will move to the City Hall steps im-
mediately in front of the Parade.

General Salule.

The Parade Commander will advance and report the Parade
ready for ingpection,

Inspection of the Parade by Her Worship Mayor E. Wood, of
the City of New Westminster,

The Mayor’s address, following which she will direct the
City Clerk to read The Seroll,

Presentation of The Seroll to the Commanding Officer of
The Westminster Regiment by Mayor of the City of New West-
minster.

Aceeptance Address by Lieutenant Colonel T. W, Hall, E.D.

The Seroll Party will advanee and accept the Seroll from
The Commanding Oflicer.

The Commanding Officer will request permission from the
Mayor to march the Parade through the City of New Westmingter
with bayonets fixed, Band playing and drums beati ng.

The Mayor of the City of New Westminster will give per-
mission.

The Commanding Officer will order the Parade Commander
to march off with bayonets fixed, Band playing and drums
heating.

Mareh Past on Royal Avenue with The Mayor of the City of
New Westminster taking the Salute.
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HISTORY OF
THE WESTMINSTER REGIMENT

“I'he history of The Westminster Begt, oldest unit on the British Columbia
mainland, dates hack o 1863, In that vear d company ol the famous Boval Engineers,
sent out by Queen Viclona in 15859 o bring law, order and help in the construction
in this western out-post of her far Hung empire, was dishmu}lcd and returned 1o
England,

O the dishandment of the Engineers, the citizens of New Westminsier, then
a busy centre of the thriving Traser River Goldlelds, feli the need of protection {rom
the twolold threat of Indians and lawless miners. A pertition was sent to Governor
Douglus in Victoria asking permission 1o form a non-permanent military unit,

This permission was gramted and on November 20, 186 3, the Mew Wesiminster
Volunteer Rifleswere formed, Comprising seventy-three all ranks, this colouful foree
wens comprised to o large extent of former members of the Boval Engineers Crmpany
whe had decided o remain in British Columbia and seels their liveliiood in this et
lanid of opportunicy,

FIEST ACTIVE SERVICE

Phis unit saw its First active service in the lite spring of 1865, In May of that
year o tribe of Chileotin Indians weni on the warpath, raiding construction i s
ol roud builders and engineers in that arca. Governor Douglas called on the New
Woestminster Volunieer Rifles 1o put down the uprising. [n the following two months
alter several Daisk skirmishes willy the Indians, the ving leaders were captured,
brought to Quesnel, tried and later execnted. The rebellion ceased, In 1866 the threal
of Fenan invasion rom across the American border saw the Formation of a second
miliciy unit in New Westminster, |This unit was later dishanded in 1872, when the
suppescd (heeat no Jonger existed, For the next several vears the New Westminster
Volunteer Ritles went through several changes of names and organization but a
comtinuens ecnrd of unbroken service was maintained. Lo 1940 the unit became che
104th Westminster Fusiliers of Canada.

WORLD WAR

When war broke upon the world in 1914 the Westminster Fusilier of Canada
became o training unit for regiments of the Canadian Expeditionary Foree, in all,
6300 men o New Westminster, Fraser Valley and surrounding disiricts received
initial training in the 104th. Dreafis woere supplied to the Tth, 9th, 13th, 29th, 72nd
and other repiments of the CLFEFE Two CETE, units From New Woestminster were
trained in the dth ™New Westminsier Fusiliers.

These were the 47th and 13156 The 4%th Battalion proceeded overseas in 1916
and established a Tne record of serviee. The "Fighting 470" ook part in the hattles
of Amiens, Ypres, Vimy, T 60, Valenciennes, Canal du Nord, Pacschendale and
many other major engagements.

One Victoria Cross was won by a member of che 47th.




On arrival in Fnglund the 1315 hattalion was hroken up, supplving drafts o
Canadian units in France. Witl, peace, the C.EF. units disbanded and the |04
Westminster Fusilicrs of Canada became the military unit of the Royal City,

MILITIA REORGANIZES

In 15200 in g recrganization of the Canadian Militia, the 1041 Westninster
Fusiliers of Canada became the Westminster Regt, CTnf L Tnoa further rearenizalion
in P936 the unit became o machine gun regiment, draining in the use of the Vickers
machine gup,

WORLD WAR 1

At the outbreak of World Woar 1 the qnit wits mabilized a5 Corps tronps, Fol-
lowing severnl months of training in the Roval City the unit proceeded to Dundum,
wmaining there for the summer of 1940, 1 Nowember the unit returned to Van.
couver, and in December, 19490, became a motor Batlion in the First Cdn Armoured
Bee of the Tst Qi Armoored Dis, In May, 1941, the “Westninsters” jeined the
division Tur eoncentrated training in Camp Bordon. The name of this Div. was later
changed to the Sth Cdn Arnd. Div, In N wember, 1941, the unit proceeded overseas
with Div, Following tan vears of training in various parts of England the Div. sailed
for Italy 1o become part of the “Lighth Army".

The Westminster Bear, perpetuates the 47th Bate. O F. T and the Begimental
collar Badges and buteons have he figue 47 on them, The allied unit of the British
Army s “The Boval Warwickshire Begt" and in peace time very close and friendly
relations ure maintained between the o resinents,

ENVIABRLE RECORD

The Westminster Reet, has an enviable record of Q15 actions in World War It
bothy in Ttaly and North West Furope. The regt. spent a total of 192 davs inlooniact
with the enemy in laly and 40 days in the line in Holland, making a total of 232
cava in action. This Fio e only nkes inlo account the davs when the Baralion was
actually fighting or under encmy Fire and the days spent in reserve and on tactical
moves are not included. Ducing all this fighting the Batralion never Failed o take an
objective und onee having tiken it was neves knocked off, Only three men were
taken Ty the enemy as prisoners of war ane th[-{*.},- were all captured ar the same time
on the 24th of May, 1944, during the crossing of the Melfa River. The Battalion won
the fallowing decorations during the Warld War 11
| Victoria Criss,
I Order of the British Empire,
3 Distinguished Service Ovders,

Member of the British Empire,
Military Crosses. Wan by Olficers,
T dilitary Cross, Wan by o WL

18 Militare Medals,
24 Mention in Despatches.
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