
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 Nova Scotia Election Tracking Poll 

October 3, 2013 

Vote Intentions | Top Issue  

Party Leadership| Economic Management 

NS Liberals 48% (-), NS NDP 29% (+3), NS PCs 22% (-3), NS Greens 1% 

32% of eligible voters are undecided (-3) 

Field Dates: September 30 to October 2, 2013 

Sample size: 700 eligible NS voters 

Margin of error: + 3.8% 

Methodology  

The analysis in this report is based on telephone interviews conducted September 30 to October 2, 2013 among a 

provincial sample of 700 eligible voters in Nova Scotia.  Interviews were conducted in English and 6,116 telephone 

numbers were dialed.   Each evening up to and including Sunday October 6 (except for Friday evening), 200 to 250 

interviews will be conducted with a random sample of eligible voters in Nova Scotia.   The results of the poll will be 

released on Battleground with David Akin on the Sun News Network each evening at 7pm AT / 6pm ET. 

Likely voters were identified by creating a six-point scale based on seven questions about a respondents interest in 

politics, their intention to vote, whether they have voted already, and the attention they have paid to the election 

campaign.   

The data was statistically weighted according to the 2011 Census according to age, region, gender, and education.  

The margin of error for this survey is + 3.8%, 19 times out of 20.  Note, the margin of error in subgroups with small 

sample sizes is much larger. 

The survey was commissioned by the Sun News Network.  For more information about the poll’s methodology or the 

results, please contact David Coletto, CEO at david@abacusdata.ca or at 613-232-2806. 

Abacus Data 

100 Sparks St., Suite 1090 

Ottawa, ON K1P 5B7 

Sun News Network 

25 Ontario Street 

Toronto, ON M5A 4L6



 

 
 

 

Nova Scotia Liberals lead by 19; 32% of eligible voters are 

Undecided 

Please refer to the survey as: Sun News/Abacus Data Poll 

700 Eligible Voters in Nova Scotia, Sept 30 - October 2, 2013 

Ottawa, ON – According to a provincial survey of eligible voters in Nova Scotia, the NS Liberal Party leads the NDP 

by 19 points among committed and leaning voters.   

Overall, 32% of eligible voters said they plan to or have voted for the Liberal Party, followed by the NDP at 18%, 

the PCs at 14%, and the Green Party at 0.4%.  Thirty-two percent of eligible voters say they are still undecided 

while 5% of respondents have already voted but refused to identify who they voted for.  All observed changes are 

inside the margin of error for the survey. 

Among committed and leaning voters, the Liberals lead with 48%, followed by the NDP at 29%, and the PCs at 

22%.  The Green Party received 1% of the vote.  Compared with yesterday's poll, the observed change is marginal 

and inside the margin of error for the survey. 

Among all eligible voters surveyed, 11% said they have already voted in the election. 

Nova Scotia Election Outlook 

Today's results are very similar to those reported yesterday.  There have been small marginal shifts in vote 

intention, leader evaluations, and top issue.   

The Liberal Party remains well positioned in the Nova Scotia provincial election.  Among all committed voters, it 

leads the NDP by 19 percentage points, has the most popular leader, and is considered best able to manage the 

economic situation in Nova Scotia. 

Not only does the Liberal Party lead province-wide, but it also has large leads over the other parties on Cape 

Breton, in the Northern region of the province, and in the Annapolis Valley / South Shore region.  In the HRM, 

Liberals also have a small lead over the NDP. 

The Liberals also lead among other subgroups including men, women, all age groups, and levels of education. 

 Provincial Vote Intention 

Overall, 32% of eligible voters said they plan or have voted for the Liberal Party, followed by the NDP at 18%, the 

PCs at 14%, and the Green Party at 0.4%.  Thirty-two percent of eligible voters say they are still undecided while 

5% of respondents have already voted but refused to identify who they voted for.  All observed changes are inside 

the margin of error for the survey. 
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Trend Lines: All Eligible Voters  

 

Among committed and leaning voters, the Liberals lead with 48%, followed by the NDP at 29%, and the PCs at 

22%.  The Green Party received 1% of the vote.  Compared with yesterday's poll, the observed change is marginal 

and inside the margin of error for the survey. 

 If the provincial election was being held TODAY, which of the following political parties 

would you vote for in your local riding? [if have not voted] 

Which political party did you vote for? [if already voted] 

Sept 30-Oct 2 
 

All Eligible Voters Committed Voters  
with Leaners 

All Likely Voters Committed Likely Voters 
with Leaners 

NS Liberals 31% 48% 33% 50% 

NS NDP 18% 29% 18% 28% 

NS PC 14% 22% 15% 22% 

NS Greens 0.4% 1% 0.4% 1% 

Undecided 32% - 27% - 

Refused  
(already voted) 

5% 
- 6% 

- 

Sample size 700 440 512 342 

Margin of Error 3.8% 4.8% 4.4% 5.4% 
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Trend Lines: Committed Voters with Leaners  

 

Subgroup Analysis 

Regionally, the NS Liberals are strongest outside of Halifax, where they hold a majority of support in the North 

(54%) and the South Shore/Annapolis Valley (55%). With three days of interviews our confidence in the regional 

numbers is significantly improved.   

The race in Halifax Regional Municipality is much closer with the Liberals barely edging the NDP 42% to 35%. 

Support for the Nova Scotia Liberals remained strong across demographic groups, where the party showed strong, 

double-digit leads over the second and third-place NDP and Conservatives in all age groups and among both males 

and females. 

Of particular note is the shift in support from the 2009 provincial election.  While the Liberal party has managed to 

retain about nine in ten voters from 2009, only 49% of those who voted NDP in the previous provincial election 

indicated that they would support the party again this time with the bulk of switchers now voting for the Liberal 

Party.  If the NDP hopes to stage a comeback in the next five days of the campaign, it must reconnect with past 

voters and convince them that they deserve to be re-elected. 
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Does Dexter Deserve Re-Election? 

Along with his party, Dexter’s personal base of support has shifted away from him.  Overall, 62% of Nova Scotians 

feel that it’s time for a change (down 3 points since yesterday), while just 23% said that Dexter deserves to be re-

elected (up 3 points), and 15% were unsure. 

Significantly, almost a majority (49%) of those who voted NDP in the 2009 provincial election felt that Dexter has 

outlived his time in office, with 43% stating he deserves to be re-elected. 

Even in Halifax, where NDP support is strongest, only 28% of eligible voters in the region think the NDP and 

Darrell Dexter deserve to be re-elected. 
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Trend Lines: NDP and Darrell Dexter: Deserve Re-Election or Time for a Change? 

 

 

Dexter’s Base of Support for Re-Election 

 
Deserves to be Re-Elected 

(All respondents) 
Time for a Change 
(All respondents) 

Don’t Know 

All Eligible Voters 23% 62% 15% 

2009 NS NDP 43% 49% 8% 

2009 NS Liberals 5% 92% 2% 

2009 NS PC 10% 83% 7% 

Cape Breton 23% 63% 14% 

Halifax 28% 60% 12% 

North 15% 70% 15% 

South Shore/Annapolis 22% 61% 18% 

18 to 39 21% 69% 10% 

40 to 59 24% 61% 15% 

60+ 25% 56% 20% 
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Top Issue and Best Party to Manage Issue 

Jobs and the economy, health care, education and taxes remain the most important issues facing Nova Scotia 

according to eligible voters in Nova Scotia.  

 As far as you’re concerned, what is the SINGLE MOST important issue facing the province at the 
present time? 

Which party is best able to handle this issue 
(unprompted, coded, all respondents) 

Issue % Selecting 
issue as top 

issue 

 Party Best Able to Handle Issue 

NS Liberal  NS NDP  NS PC  NS 
Green 

DK 

% % % % % % 

Jobs/Economy 35% 26% 22% 16% - 36% 

Health 25% 27% 18% 10% - 45% 

Education 9% 39% 7% 16% - 37% 

Taxes/HST 9% 22% 20% 7% - 51% 

Electricity issues 4% 35% 26% 4% - 35% 

Provincial Debt 2% 40% 20% 27% - 13% 

Accountability/Trust/Leadership 2% 8% - 33% - 58% 

Youth Leaving Province 3% 35% 24% 3% - 38% 

Government Spending 3% 12% 24% 6% - 59% 

Environment 1% 29% 29% - 29% 14% 

Agriculture 0% - 50% 50% - - 

 

Among those with an opinion about which party was able to handle the four top issues, the Liberal Party was most 

likely to be selected as best able to handle the issue.   

Of the 35% of eligible voters who mentioned the economy or jobs, 26% believed the Liberal Party was best able to 

deal with the issue followed by the NDP (22%) and the PC Party (16%).  Overall, 36% of eligible voters were not 

sure which party would be best on the issue.  While the economy is the single most important issue in the 

campaign, none of the parties have a significant advantage among those who care the most about the issue to 

mention it unprompted in our survey. 

Among the one in four Nova Scotians that selected health care as their top issue, the Liberal Party was chosen as 

best to handle the issue by 27% of respondents, followed by the NDP at 18%, the PC Party at 10% while 45% of 

those who believed health care was the top issue were unsure which party was best. 

The Liberal Party also had an advantage among those who believed education, taxes, and electricity rates were the 

top issues facing Nova Scotia. 

It is clear that on issue positioning, the Liberals have an advantage on most of the key issues.  Neither the NDP nor 

the PC Party have a clear issue advantage on any issue of prominence for eligible voters. 
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Most Trusted on the Economy 

When all respondents were asked specifically which party they believed would be able to handle the economic 

situation in Nova Scotia best, 31% of eligible voters elected the Liberal Party, followed by 19% who selected the 

NDP Party and 16% who selected the PCs.  Twenty-six percent of respondents were unsure. 

These numbers are largely unchanged from yesterday's poll. 

Which party do you think would be able to handle the economic situation in Nova Scotia best? 

 All Eligible Voters Likely Voters 

NS Liberal 31% 34% 

NS NDP 19% 19% 

NS PC 16% 16% 

None of them 9% 9% 

DK 26% 22% 

 

Trend Lines: Party Best Able to Manage Economy  
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Best Premier 

Overall, virtually no statistically significant changes were observed between October 1st and 2nd regarding who 

Nova Scotians think would make the best Premier.  When respondents were asked which party leader they 

believed would make the best Premier, the results again mirrored the vote intention question.  Thirty-two percent 

of respondents selected Liberal Leader Stephen McNeil while 21% selected incumbent Premier and NDP Leader 

Darrell Dexter.  PC Leader Jamie Baillie was third at 15% among all eligible voters.  However, uncertainty remained 

consistently above 30%. 

Which party leader do you think will make the best Premier of Nova Scotia? 

 All Eligible Voters Likely Voters 

Stephen McNeil 30% 33% 

Darrell Dexter 19% 19% 

Jamie Baillie 15% 16% 

John Percy 1% 1% 

DK 35% 31% 

 

Trend Lines: Best Premier  

 

Overall Party Leader Impressions 

Liberal Leader Stephen McNeil is not only the leader most likely to be selected as "Best Premier" but he is also the 

most popular party leader in Nova Scotia.  A majority of eligible voters (53%) had a positive impression of the 

Stephen McNeil compared with only 22% who had a negative impression. 

Just over one in three eligible voters in Nova Scotia (37%) had a positive impression of incumbent NDP Leader 

Darrell Dexter while 44% had a negative impression. 
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Do you have a very positive, positive, negative, or very negative impression of the following individuals? 

(Eligible voters) 

 Positive Negative DK 

Stephen McNeil 53% 22% 24% 

Darrell Dexter 35% 45% 21% 

Jamie Baillie 37% 35% 29% 

 

Likely Election Winner 

Finally, respondents were asked which political party they believed would ultimately win the Nova Scotia 

provincial election.  A majority of voters (52%) believed that the Liberal Party will win the election, while only 

12% felt the NDP will win. 

However, on October 1st, 32% of NDP supporters felt the Liberals would win the election; today’s tracking showed 

that support shift back.  On October 2nd, 22% of NDP supporters felt the Liberals will win, with 57% feeling the 

NDP will hold on to leadership. 

Although not reflected in the overall figures, this change may signal an internal change in confidence amongst NDP 

supporters and could have an impact on voter turnout. 

Which party do you think will likely win the provincial election? 

 All Eligible 
Voters 

Liberal 
Supporters 

NDP 
Supporters 

PC  
Supporters 

NS Liberal 49% 90% 32% 39% 

NS NDP 12% 6% 51% 5% 

NS PC 9% 1% 8% 35% 

NS Green 0% - - - 

DK 29% 3% 10% 21% 

 

  



 

 
 

 
If the provincial election was being held TODAY, which of the following political parties 

would you vote for in your local riding?  

[if not already voted] 

Which political party did you vote for? 

[if voted already] 

NDP Liberal PC GP Undecided 
Refused 
(already 
voted) 

Row n 

Region Nova Scotia 18% 30% 14% 0% 32% 5% 700 

Cape Breton 17% 26% 18% 0% 37% 1% 149 

HRM 23% 28% 15% 0% 31% 3% 275 

North 16% 36% 15% 1% 24% 9% 97 

Annapolis Valley / South Shore 15% 32% 12% 0% 35% 6% 179 

Gender Male 18% 35% 16% 0% 27% 5% 312 

Female 19% 26% 13% 1% 37% 5% 388 

In what age group do you fall into? Is it... 18 to 39 18% 34% 15% 0% 30% 3% 181 

40 to 59 19% 32% 13% 0% 30% 5% 276 

60+ 16% 23% 14% 1% 38% 7% 243 

Which party did you vote for in the 2009 election? Did not vote 24% 22% 10% 0% 39% 5% 68 

NDP 38% 30% 9% 0% 20% 2% 259 

Liberal 1% 76% 5% 0% 12% 6% 103 

PC 7% 24% 51% 0% 18% 0% 102 

GP 0% 62% 0% 30% 0% 8% 6 

Can't remember 3% 11% 6% 0% 70% 10% 162 

Likely voters Likely voters 18% 33% 15% 0% 27% 6% 536 

Not likely voters 18% 23% 13% 0% 47% 0% 163 

Table 1. BANNER by Vote Intention 
Total sample; Weight: WEIGHT; base n = from 699 to 700; total n = 700; 1 missing; effective sample size = 547 (78%) 
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If the provincial election was being held TODAY, which of the following political parties 
would you vote for in your local riding?  
[if not already voted] 
Which political party did you vote for? 
[if voted already] 

NDP Liberal PC GP Row 
n 

Region Nova Scotia 29% 48% 22% 1% 447 

Cape Breton 28% 43% 29% 0% 95 

HRM 35% 42% 22% 0% 187 

North 24% 54% 22% 1% 61 

Annapolis Valley / South Shore 25% 55% 20% 1% 104 

Gender Male 26% 51% 23% 0% 218 

Female 32% 45% 22% 1% 229 

In what age group do you fall into? Is it... 18 to 39 27% 51% 22% 0% 124 

40 to 59 30% 49% 20% 1% 188 

60+ 30% 43% 26% 1% 135 

Which party did you vote for in the 2009 election? Did not vote 43% 40% 18% 0% 40 

NDP 49% 39% 12% 0% 201 

Liberal 2% 92% 6% 0% 86 

PC 9% 29% 63% 0% 82 

GP 0% 68% 0% 32% 5 

Can't remember 17% 54% 28% 1% 33 

Likely voters Likely voters 28% 50% 22% 1% 354 

Not likely voters 33% 42% 24% 0% 93 

Table 2. BANNER by Committed Voters 
Total sample; Weight: WEIGHT; base n = 447; total n = 700; 253 missing; effective sample size = 345 (77%) 
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Now, a few questions about the issues and problems facing Nova Scotia today. As 
far as you’re concerned, what is the SINGLE MOST important issue facing the 
province at the present time? 

Taxes/HST Health Agriculture Accountability/Trust/Leadership Education Government 
spending 

Provincial 
debt 

Jobs/the 
economy 

Youth 
leaving 
province 

Electricity 
rates 

Environment Other None Row n 

Region Nova Scotia 9% 25% 0% 2% 9% 3% 2% 35% 3% 4% 1% 7% 0% 700 

Cape Breton 6% 32% 1% 3% 10% 1% 1% 34% 3% 4% 1% 4% 0% 149 

HRM 12% 23% 0% 1% 10% 2% 4% 31% 3% 5% 2% 7% 0% 275 

North 8% 19% 0% 3% 8% 4% 3% 40% 3% 2% 1% 10% 0% 97 

Annapolis Valley / South Shore 6% 28% 1% 1% 9% 3% 0% 36% 4% 5% 0% 7% 1% 179 

Gender Male 10% 21% 0% 2% 7% 3% 3% 36% 3% 6% 1% 7% 0% 312 

Female 7% 29% 0% 2% 11% 2% 2% 33% 3% 2% 1% 7% 0% 388 

In what age group do you fall 
into? Is it... 

18 to 39 10% 16% 0% 2% 14% 3% 2% 36% 2% 4% 0% 10% 0% 181 

40 to 59 8% 26% 0% 2% 7% 2% 2% 35% 4% 6% 1% 5% 0% 276 

60+ 7% 37% 1% 1% 5% 3% 2% 32% 2% 2% 1% 7% 1% 243 

Which party did you vote for in 
the 2009 election? 

Did not vote 5% 23% 0% 1% 10% 5% 2% 32% 2% 9% 1% 11% 0% 68 

NDP 9% 24% 0% 1% 10% 2% 3% 33% 4% 6% 2% 6% 1% 259 

Liberal 6% 24% 1% 2% 11% 4% 7% 35% 3% 2% 0% 5% 0% 103 

PC 7% 26% 0% 4% 10% 3% 0% 41% 4% 2% 0% 3% 0% 102 

GP 55% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 18% 16% 0% 0% 11% 0% 0% 6 

Can't remember 10% 29% 1% 2% 6% 2% 0% 35% 1% 3% 0% 11% 0% 162 

Likely voters Likely voters 8% 26% 0% 2% 9% 2% 2% 35% 3% 5% 1% 6% 0% 536 

Not likely voters 10% 24% 0% 2% 8% 3% 2% 33% 4% 3% 0% 10% 0% 163 

Table 3. BANNER by Top issue 
Total sample; Weight: WEIGHT; base n = from 699 to 700; total n = 700; 1 missing; effective sample size = 545 (78%) 
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Which provincial party is best able to handle this issue? NDP Liberal PC GP DK/Undecided Row n 

Region 

Nova Scotia 18% 27% 13% 0% 40% 695 

Cape Breton 17% 26% 13% 0% 43% 147 

HRM 20% 21% 14% 1% 40% 274 

North 18% 35% 14% 0% 33% 95 

Annapolis Valley / South Shore 15% 28% 11% 0% 43% 179 

Gender 
Male 19% 28% 17% 0% 32% 312 

Female 16% 26% 8% 1% 48% 383 

In what age group do you fall into? Is it... 

18 to 39 19% 28% 15% 0% 34% 179 

40 to 59 17% 27% 11% 1% 42% 275 

60+ 16% 24% 13% 0% 46% 241 

Which party did you vote for in the 2009 election? 

Did not vote 20% 18% 9% 0% 48% 67 

NDP 36% 24% 7% 1% 29% 257 

Liberal 2% 71% 5% 0% 22% 103 

PC 9% 21% 45% 0% 25% 102 

GP 0% 15% 0% 11% 74% 6 

Can't remember 4% 11% 7% 0% 74% 160 

Likely voters 
Likely voters 18% 29% 14% 1% 36% 536 

Not likely voters 16% 21% 10% 0% 54% 158 
Table 4. BANNER by Which provincial party is best able to handle this issue?  
Total sample; Weight: WEIGHT; base n = from 694 to 695; total n = 700; 6 missing; effective sample size = 529 (76%) 
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Do you have a very positive, positive, negative, or very negative impression of the following 
individuals? 

Very 
positive 

Positive Negative 
Very 

negative 
DK 

Darrell Dexter 

Region 

Nova Scotia 8% 29% 28% 16% 19% 

Cape Breton 4% 34% 30% 14% 17% 

HRM 9% 37% 26% 14% 13% 

North 7% 18% 28% 24% 23% 

Annapolis Valley / South Shore 8% 25% 30% 15% 22% 

Gender 
Male 10% 27% 27% 20% 17% 

Female 5% 32% 30% 13% 21% 

In what age group do you fall into? Is it... 

18 to 39 7% 26% 30% 20% 18% 

40 to 59 6% 32% 29% 13% 19% 

60+ 10% 30% 25% 16% 19% 

Which party did you vote for in the 2009 election? 

Did not vote 9% 25% 21% 15% 30% 

NDP 14% 39% 26% 13% 8% 

Liberal 2% 20% 42% 29% 8% 

PC 2% 30% 36% 25% 6% 

GP 0% 0% 81% 0% 19% 

Can't remember 4% 22% 21% 8% 44% 

Likely voters 
Likely voters 9% 29% 29% 18% 15% 

Not likely voters 3% 29% 27% 12% 29% 

Stephen 
McNeil 

Region 

Nova Scotia 8% 45% 18% 5% 23% 

Cape Breton 11% 46% 20% 3% 20% 

HRM 7% 42% 23% 7% 21% 

North 10% 46% 15% 5% 25% 

Annapolis Valley / South Shore 5% 48% 15% 5% 27% 

Gender 
Male 7% 44% 23% 6% 20% 

Female 9% 47% 14% 5% 26% 

In what age group do you fall into? Is it... 

18 to 39 5% 44% 20% 5% 26% 

40 to 59 6% 48% 18% 6% 23% 

60+ 14% 43% 16% 5% 22% 

Which party did you vote for in the 2009 election? 

Did not vote 4% 24% 23% 8% 41% 

NDP 6% 51% 22% 8% 12% 

Liberal 24% 57% 7% 2% 9% 

PC 8% 50% 25% 4% 13% 

GP 7% 73% 11% 0% 9% 

Can't remember 2% 36% 12% 2% 48% 

Likely voters 
Likely voters 9% 50% 18% 5% 18% 

Not likely voters 3% 32% 19% 6% 40% 

Jamie Baillie Region 

Nova Scotia 5% 34% 27% 6% 28% 

Cape Breton 5% 35% 27% 6% 27% 

HRM 5% 35% 29% 7% 23% 
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North 4% 39% 21% 7% 29% 

Annapolis Valley / South Shore 6% 30% 27% 3% 34% 

Gender 
Male 5% 33% 30% 6% 26% 

Female 5% 35% 24% 6% 30% 

In what age group do you fall into? Is it... 

18 to 39 6% 35% 23% 4% 32% 

40 to 59 6% 31% 31% 6% 27% 

60+ 4% 38% 27% 8% 24% 

Which party did you vote for in the 2009 election? 

Did not vote 1% 23% 26% 3% 47% 

NDP 6% 31% 37% 10% 16% 

Liberal 2% 34% 34% 9% 21% 

PC 15% 53% 16% 2% 14% 

GP 0% 25% 11% 0% 64% 

Can't remember 3% 32% 14% 2% 49% 

Likely voters 
Likely voters 6% 37% 28% 6% 23% 

Not likely voters 2% 27% 25% 5% 42% 
Table 5. BANNER by @16 
Total sample; Weight: WEIGHT; base n = from 699 to 700; total n = 700; 1 missing; effective sample size = 534 (76%) 
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Which party leader do you think will make the best Premier of Nova Scotia? Dexter McNeil Baillie Percy DK Row n 

Region 

Nova Scotia 21% 32% 15% 1% 32% 700 

Cape Breton 18% 30% 17% 0% 35% 149 

HRM 27% 27% 16% 1% 29% 275 

North 19% 39% 14% 1% 27% 97 

Annapolis Valley / South Shore 16% 34% 12% 2% 37% 179 

Gender 
Male 21% 35% 17% 1% 25% 312 

Female 20% 28% 13% 1% 39% 388 

In what age group do you fall into? Is it... 

18 to 39 20% 34% 16% 1% 29% 181 

40 to 59 22% 32% 13% 1% 32% 276 

60+ 19% 28% 15% 1% 37% 243 

Which party did you vote for in the 2009 election? 

Did not vote 24% 20% 13% 4% 39% 68 

NDP 42% 30% 9% 1% 19% 259 

Liberal 2% 74% 12% 0% 11% 103 

PC 11% 29% 41% 0% 19% 102 

GP 11% 70% 0% 0% 19% 6 

Can't remember 5% 14% 9% 1% 71% 162 

Likely voters 
Likely voters 21% 35% 15% 1% 28% 536 

Not likely voters 20% 23% 12% 1% 44% 163 
Table 6. BANNER by Which party leader do you think will make the best Premier of Nova Scotia? 
Total sample; Weight: WEIGHT; base n = from 699 to 700; total n = 700; 1 missing; effective sample size = 530 (76%) 
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Do you think the Premier Darrell Dexter and the NDP government deserve to be re-
elected or do you think it is time for a change? 

Deserves to 
be re-

elected 

Time for a 
change 

DK Row n 

Region 

Nova Scotia 23% 62% 15% 700 

Cape Breton 23% 63% 14% 149 

HRM 28% 60% 12% 275 

North 15% 70% 15% 97 

Annapolis Valley / South Shore 22% 61% 18% 179 

Gender 
Male 23% 64% 13% 312 

Female 23% 61% 16% 388 

In what age group do you fall into? Is it... 

18 to 39 21% 69% 10% 181 

40 to 59 24% 61% 15% 276 

60+ 25% 56% 20% 243 

Which party did you vote for in the 2009 election? 

Did not vote 19% 66% 15% 68 

NDP 43% 49% 8% 259 

Liberal 5% 92% 2% 103 

PC 10% 83% 7% 102 

GP 11% 79% 10% 6 

Can't remember 14% 48% 38% 162 

Likely voters 
Likely voters 23% 65% 12% 536 

Not likely voters 24% 54% 22% 163 
Table 7. BANNER by Do you think the Premier Darrell Dexter and the NDP government deserve to be re-elected or do you think it is time for a change? 
Total sample; Weight: WEIGHT; base n = from 699 to 700; total n = 700; 1 missing; effective sample size = 542 (77% 
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Table 8. BANNER by Which party do you think will likely win the provincial election? 
Total sample; Weight: WEIGHT; base n = from 699 to 700; total n = 700; 1 missing; effective sample size = 530 (76%) 

  

Which party do you think will likely win the provincial election? NDP Liberal PC GP DK 
Row 

n 

Region 

Nova Scotia 12% 52% 9% 0% 26% 700 

Cape Breton 12% 53% 9% 0% 26% 149 

HRM 16% 49% 8% 0% 27% 275 

North 9% 49% 12% 0% 29% 97 

Annapolis Valley / South Shore 10% 57% 8% 0% 25% 179 

Gender 
Male 12% 56% 10% 0% 22% 312 

Female 13% 48% 8% 0% 31% 388 

In what age group do you fall into? Is it... 

18 to 39 10% 56% 9% 0% 25% 181 

40 to 59 14% 49% 10% 0% 28% 276 

60+ 14% 52% 7% 0% 27% 243 

Which party did you vote for in the 2009 election? 

Did not vote 13% 37% 8% 0% 42% 68 

NDP 22% 57% 8% 0% 12% 259 

Liberal 3% 82% 4% 0% 11% 103 

PC 12% 47% 25% 0% 16% 102 

GP 8% 72% 0% 9% 11% 6 

Can't remember 3% 36% 3% 0% 57% 162 

Likely voters 
Likely voters 12% 57% 7% 0% 23% 536 

Not likely voters 13% 38% 13% 0% 36% 163 
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Which party do you think would be able to handle the economic situation in Nova 
Scotia best?  

NDP Liberal PC 
None of 

them 
DK Row n 

Region 

Nova Scotia 18% 31% 16% 8% 26% 700 

Cape Breton 16% 32% 18% 6% 27% 149 

HRM 25% 26% 15% 7% 27% 275 

North 13% 39% 11% 11% 26% 97 

Annapolis Valley / South Shore 16% 31% 19% 9% 25% 179 

Gender 
Male 19% 34% 18% 8% 20% 312 

Female 18% 28% 14% 9% 32% 388 

In what age group do you fall into? Is it... 

18 to 39 17% 36% 18% 4% 25% 181 

40 to 59 21% 29% 13% 13% 24% 276 

60+ 17% 27% 17% 7% 32% 243 

Which party did you vote for in the 2009 election? 

Did not vote 20% 24% 14% 4% 38% 68 

NDP 37% 27% 11% 7% 18% 259 

Liberal 1% 75% 7% 6% 11% 103 

PC 12% 25% 46% 6% 11% 102 

GP 0% 70% 0% 11% 19% 6 

Can't remember 4% 16% 12% 16% 52% 162 

Likely voters 
Likely voters 19% 34% 16% 9% 22% 536 

Not likely voters 17% 21% 17% 8% 37% 163 
Table 9. BANNER by Which party do you think would be able to handle the economic situation in Nova Scotia best?  
Total sample; Weight: WEIGHT; base n = from 699 to 700; total n = 700; 1 missing; effective sample size = 544 (78%) 

 

 


