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The Greek Revival ,  w i th  i t s  beginnings i n  the  e a r l i e r  neo -c l a s s i ca l  per iod ,  
becomes f u l l y  Vic to r i an  i n  the  Abingdon Bank. Although none of  the  d e t a i l s  
a r e  co r reCt ly 'G teek ,  they were designated a s  such by a r c h i t e c t s  of  t h a t  
period. The whi te  p l a s t e r  l i n t e l s  over the  windows wi th  t h e i r  r a i s e d ,  
l a r g e r  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n s  resemble des igns  found i n  Asher Benjamin's s t y l e  
books - bu i ld ing  guides which were recognized a s  the  epitome of  the  Greek 
Revival s t y l e .  The th ree -p iece  windows and heavy e n t a b l a t u r e  a r e  a l s o  of  
the  early- to-mid-nineteenth cen tu ry  per iod .  However, the  b r i c k  corbeled 
co rn ice  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s i m i l a r  des ign  i n  the b e l t  course between t h e  f i r s t  
and second f l o o r  a r e  pure ly  mid- to- la te -n ine teenth  century .  The bank and 
r e s i d e n t i a l  en t r ances  a r e  equa l ly  s imple,  the  former having l a r g e  s t o r e  
windows (with i r o n  b a r s )  and simple t r i m ,  and t h e  l a t t e r  door framed by a 
transom and s i d e l i g h t s .  
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[7. DESCRIPTION 

The r e s i d e n t i a l  en t r ance  opens in to  a  c e n t r a l  s t a i r h a l l  which sepa ra t e s  
the  bank from t h e  home. The simple i n t e r i o r s  w i th  t h e i r  l a r g e l y  unadorned 
mantel framings and door t r i m  remain unchanged f o r  the  most p a r t .  Addit ions 
t o  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  have been made but  the  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e  remains 
remarkably i n t a c t  except  f o r  t h e  necessary  adap ta t ions  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  use. 
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STATEMENT O F  S l C N l  F I C A N C E  (Include Psrama#s., Dale*. Ean l . .  Etc.) 

The Abingdon Bank was b u i l t  i n  t h e  mid-1840's by Robert Pres ton ,  f i r s t  
r e s i d e n t  c a s h i e r ,  and is a n  e x c e l l e n t  example of  n ine teenth-century  urban 
a r c h i t e c t u r e .  O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  bu i ld ing  housed the  r e s i d e n t  c a s h i e r  and 
h i s  family i n  one p a r t ,  and t h e  bank, counting room, and v a u l t  were i n  
the  o t h e r .  

The Abingdon Bank is a n  example of  the  wise combination of  a commercial 
and r e s i d e n t i a l  bu i ld ing  u t i l i z i n g  both n e o - c l a s s i c a l  and Vic to r i an  
d e t a i l s .  The b u i l d i n g  is  p r e s e n t l y  being r e s to red .  
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Ne- 

tlonai Historic Preservation A c t  of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665). I hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

in the National Register end certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedlres s e t  

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:  

National State Local 

Benjamin, Asher, The P r a c t i c a l  House Carpenter ,  Boston: 1835. (Fourth 
e d i t i o n ) .  

S t a f f .  Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Di rec to r  
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O R C h N I  L A T I O N  

I herebv certify that this property is included in the  

National Register. 

Room 1116. Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  Off ice  Building 
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Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 

Chief, Office of Archeoloey end Historic Preservet im 
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