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infrastructure development, involvementinlocal planning divisions and participationincommittees
and forums that deal with sustainability and the environment. The final chapter contains major
recommendations derived from SPNI's experience dealing with local municipalities and the
national level to raise awareness and create a public discourse, especially with the upcoming local
elections to be held in October 2013.

We hope that in the upcoming local elections the winners will begin to introduce policies to promote
sustainable urban development. We have no doubt that the proper management of Israeli cities
can minimize the effects of global warming, improve the quality of life for all residents, reduce
harm to surrounding open areas and help maintain biodiversity and ecosystems services.
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Executive Summary

Israel is one of the world’s most densely populated countries. Most Israeli citizens now live in one
of Israel’s major cities. Projects indicate that this urban population growth will only continue. 20
years ago in Rio De Janeiro “Agenda 21” was approved which internalized the importance of local
and global environmental changes and the crucial role of cities in relation to these challenges.
The Rio “+20” Conference held last year focused on improving the quality of urban life with an
emphasis on transportation, waste and removing slums.

This review introduces the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel’s (SPNI) views about
the challenges currently facing decision makers, NGO’s and the role of civil society in city life.
According to the principles of sustainable development a healthy city can create a high quality
of life based on a sustainable use of natural resources and the principles of environmental, social
and distributive justice. In order to stop the process of suburbanization and urban sprawl it has
become necessary to re-examine the components that make up the urban landscape to ensure an
optimum management of our cities and to give special attention to nature and the environment,
efficient land use and improving transport options, especially to reduce congestion.

SPNI considers these activities a high priority for many reasons, for example if populations
are concentrated in cities it may lead to less pressure on open spaces especially around cities
as residents still desire close contact with nature. SPNI's urban branches are working to create
livable cities. SPNI defines this as cities that provide services for different ages, contain roads,
housing of different types, public spaces and high quality, accessible open spaces that can be
reached by public transport and by foot while maintaining the unique characteristics of each city.

In this document we will try and address the following questions:

* What tools currently available to local authorities will create a mechanism for long term urban planning?
* What tools do authorities need to do this?

* Who are the various partners that need to take part in this process?

Chapter 1 deals with global and national environmental trends, introduces general environmental
issues and clarifies basic concepts. The chapter also describes the issue of open spaces in cities,
the state of urban nature in Israel, international treaties that have influenced SPNI’s views and
various principles of urban environmental management. Chapter 2 focuses on SPNI’s approach
of "Think globally, act locally”. It refers to guidelines for implementation of issues that were
brought up in Chapter 1 and the desired actions of the local authority in open space, urban
nature, residential construction, infrastructure development, local planning and the conduct of
committees and forums dealing with sustainability and the environment. The last two elements
represent aspects of the quality of governance: transparency, accountability of local authority
and the manner of their public behavior.

In Chapter 3 we reviewed the situation in the various cities in Israel where SPNI has its local
branches: Haifa, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Modi’in and Beer Sheva. The review was conducted
according to the elements described in chapter 2: open spaces, urban nature, residential and
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