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SECURITY INFORMAnON .~ .
SJ 100-3

San Juan, Puerto Rico
July 31, 1952 .

NATIONALIST PARTY OF PUERTO RICO

. Synopsis•

Development of NPPR summarized from formation in
1922 to 6/30/51. BACKGROUND: Island of Puerto
Rico ~n West Indies group became U. S. possession
in 1899, when ceded to United States from Spain by
Treaty of Paris. BRIEF HISTORY· OF NPPR: NPPR
founded 1922, Rio Piedras, P. R.

l
by mIlitant ele

ments of Union Party of Puerto R co. Objective:
To secure independence of Puerto Rico from United
States, and establish Republic.' PEDRO ALBIZU
CAMFOS became NFPR, President 1930; has held position
ever since/ guiding NPPR policy and operations.
NFPR went to p~lls 1932 in Puerto Rico. Over
whelmingly defeated. Abandoned electoral method.
ALBIZU CAMPOS introduced revolutionary policy,

(continued next page)
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Synopsis of Facts (Cont'd):
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created military organization called Liberat'ing
Army of the Republic, NFPR commenced acts of
violence 1932. ALBIZU CAMPOS and other NfPR
leaders convicted Federal Court, San Juan, 1936,
for advocating overthrow of United States Govern
ment. Sent to Federal prison in United States.
After release, ALBIZU CAMPOS spent probation
1943-1947 in New York City. Party operations
centered New York that period. Meanwhile NFF'R
members in Puerto Rico continued defiance of
United States law by refusing to, comply with
Selective Service Act of 1940,. Fifty members
imprisoned. ALBI2,UCAMFOS returned 'to Island
December, 1947. His return signal for resur
gence Nationalist activity in Puerto Rico; NPPR
expanded membership, began to arm, reformed
Liberating Army (Cadet organization), held
parades and public meetings. ALBIZU C:~POS

and other Party leaders exhorted people of
Island to revolt to obtain independence from
United States. Defiance of United States law
continued by non-compliance with Selective Service
Act of 1948. Insular folice'confiscated some
Nationalist weapons, 10/27/50, leading to fear of
arrest and search, and hasty preparations by some
NFPH members to resist search. Search party of •
police ambushed by Nationalists early A.M., 10/30/50.
Series of Nationalist attacks followed, directed
against Insular Police, and Governor of Puerto
Rico. On 11/1/50, two NPFR members from New York
City attempted to assassinate President of United
States in Washington, D. C. Following uprising,
ALBIZU CAMPOS, majority of NFPR leaders, and many
members, arrested and convicted in ,Insular and
Federal Courts. Party operations largely dis
organized. Public and private meetings have re
sumed on limited scale'. Some underground activity
reported. ORGANIZATION: NPFR structure has
traditionally consisted of three functioning parts:
the National Board; the Nation~l Assembly (an
annual general assembly of the NPfR)j and the
Municipal Boards (composed of party members and

l ntinued on next page):
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Synopsis of Facts (Cent'd):

their local leaders. Other components are "Liberat
ing Army of the Republic," (aka Cadet organization);
the Daughters of Liberty, (nurse corps of the cadet
organization); and the "National F.ederation of
Puerto Rican Students," (student section). Under
ground organization known as the "Mailigua," formed
early 1949, composed of Leader Phase which made
revolutionary-and assassination plans, and Revolu
tionary Phase, a suicide squad committed to carry
out instructions of Leader Phase. National Officers
of NPPR at time of u risin 1 50; included
President, V1ce-President, ecretary General,
Treasurer General, Secretary of Foreign Affairs,
Confidential Aide to President, United Nations
Observer, Special Representative for NPPR. -Above
officers, plus two delegates from each of seven
senatorial districts of Puerto Rico, composed the
National Board. Municipal Board officers: Fifty
one municipal boards operating in Puerto Rico in
1950, plus 2 municipal boards in Continental
United States,at New York City and Chicago.
MEMBERSHIP: Requirements for membership in NPPR
not standardized, Members vary in degree and
type of cooperation, from financial cooperation
to availability for assassination attempts and
revolt. Major factor in recruiting drives, almost
hypnotic influence of ALBIZU CAMPOS. NPPR member
ship at its peak strength in 1936, estimated at
3,000. Approximately 565 active members in 1950,
at time of revolt. CADET ORGANIZATION: Formed
as youth organization in 1930 by-ALBIZU CAMPOS.
Gradually militarized. In 1936, purpose shown as
armed force for overthrow of U. S. Government in
Puerto Rico. Organizational structure at time of
revolt in 1 0: ALBIZU,assisted by an Inspector
General JULIO RAMON DEL RIO), a Commander (RAI~JNDO

DIAZ PACHECO), a Colonel (TOMAS LOPEZ DE VICTORIA),
with Captains and lesser officers in +ocal areas.
Estimate of Cadet membership 1950: SO. Cadet
companies executed drills at public meetings of
NPPR, 1948-1950, and occasionally practiced with
firearms in private sessions. Un~uccessful

next page)
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Synopsis of Facts (Cortt'd):

attempt made March, 1950, to .recruit members for
Nurse Corps. About forty per cent of Cadet'mem
bership participated in Nationalist uprising,
October, 1950~ WEAPONS: Obtained by members
through secret purchase, soliciting, theft and '
manufacture (of bombs) ,. Approximately 150 memberl'l
in Puerto Rico in possession of weapons at time of
uprising, 195'0. Most Nationalist weapons con,- .
fiscated by Insular Police after uprising.. Weap9nl'l
included variety of firearms; and bombs, particul~ly

of incendiary type. Insular Law I? (Weapons Law
of Puerto Ric.o) passed January 19, 1951, to control
availabili ty of weapons in Puerto Ricl;. CURRENT
NPPR POLICY: Derived from doctrine evolved prin
cipally by ALBIZU CAMPOS including: International
pol~£Y consisting of propaganda on international
level, directed toward Latin American countries
in particular and United NationS organization, with
objective of securing international recognition of
Puerto Rico as· a sovereign nation and securing the
assistance of other nat;ions in forcing the United
States to withdraw from Island. Policy in relation
to the United States, which is denial of United
States authority in Puerto Rico, refusal to obey
certain' United States laws, particularly Selective
Service, refusal to cooperate with United States
Government_inspired projects, advocacy of violent
overthrow of United States Government, and com
mitting acts 'of violence to disrupt United States
operat ions. Policy in relation to Ins,ular .issues
includes non-participation in Insular elections,
non-cooperation with Insular Government, agitation
for resistance to constituted authority in Puerto
Rico, and committing acts of violence intended .
to disrupt and/or overthrow the Insular Government,
No basic change in above policies reported since
Nationalist uprising of 1950. ,MEETINGS: NPPR
has developed schedule of annual commemorative days
at which large public meetings held: February 23,
March 21, March 24, April 8, April 16, June 11,
July 25, September 23, October 12, October 26,
and November 19. From 1948, t. October, 1950,

(continued next page)
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Synopsis of Facts (Cont'd):

public meetings usually included speeches by ALBIZU
CAMPOS and other Party leaders, and parades. At
tendance dwindled from about 3,000 peak attendance
at public meeting, 11/19/48, to less than 500 at
10/26/50 public meeting. Following uprising,
October, 1950, no public gathering of Nationalists
until 2124/51, when small service held for deceased
members. Sight Nationalists held public ceremony,
Ponce, P. R., 3/21/51, for Nationalist dead.
Eleven met at Cabo Rojo, P. R., 4/8/51, in.brief
commemoration. Seventy-seven persons marched in
Nationalist parade, San Juan, 4/16/51, in tradi
tional ceremonies honoring Puerto Rican independence
leader. No speeches made. No incidents in con
nection with meetings. Private meetings of NFPR
mombers and officers prior to uprising of 1950,
included meetings of National Board, National
Assembly, Municipal Boards, special meetings of
officers, conspiratorial meetings preparatory to
acts of violence, and mobilization for violence.
Two Municipal Board meetings at Maricao, P. R., and
three Municipal Board meetings at Mayaguez,·P. R.,
reported in interval between uprising, 1950, and
June, 1951. No meetings of National Board or
National Assembly this period. VIOLENCE AND
REPORTED PLANS THEREFOR: Principal theme NPPR
history since A1BIZU cAMpos assumed command of
Party has been development of violent methods.
Beginning 1932 with assault on Puerto Rican Capitol,
Nationalist violence continued through 1938. Fol
lowing are high lights: 1932 - assault on Chief
Justice, Supreme Court of P. R.j 1935. - bombing of
public buildings, Puerto RiCO, and attack against
Insular Police at Rio Piedras, P. R.j 1936 
assassination of Insular Chief of Police, attempted
assassination of Puerto Rican R8sident Commissioner;
1937 - attack against Insular Police, Ponce, P. n.,
in which many persons killed and wounded, attempted
assassination of Federal Judge at San Juan; 1938 
assassination of Colonel of Puerto Rican National
Guard, and attempted assassination of Governor of

: PU<'Jrto Rico. Following resurg;ence of Nationalist
(continued next page)

,.

\

\

- Id -

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



,. .. '"

SJ 100-3

,

Synopsis of Facts (Cont'd):

activity, a Nationalist attacked Insular Policeman.
October, 1950, uprising in Puerto Rico resulted in
death of 16 Nationalists, 7 Insular Policemen, one
member Puerto Rican National Guard, and 6 bystanders;
wounding of 51 persons. Nationalist violence since
1932 has resulted in 64 deaths and 212 other
casualties. In period following 1950 uprising
to June, 1951, continuing indications of planned
Nationalist violence were reported, principally
plans for Nationalist revenge against Insular
authorities for NPPR prosecutions following upris
ing. Violent incidents since uprising have in
cluded attack on 12/11/50 at Havana, CUba, by
Nationalist PELEGRIN MATOS GARCIA against JAIY~

BENITEZ, Puerto Rican representative to UNESCO
conference, Havana, and assault by two NPPR inmates
of Mayaguez, P. R., jail against guard, 3/3/51.
FUNDS: Usual sources: Dues and assessments,
contributions, fund-raising campaigns, door-to-
door canvassing, and public meetings. Major
expenditures have been for support of ALBIZU CAMPOS
and family. Others for propaganda, including
foreign delegations, broadcasts, publications,
ass2mblies; for expenses in connection with legal
defense of prosecuted members, and for arms and
ammunition. On 12/18/49, ALBIZU CM4POS stated
National Treasury was empty. Fund-raising campaign,.
1950, had little success. Following uprising,
Party faced with critical need for funds to pay
legal expenses. METHODS OF CO~ruNICATION; . Most
NPPR conununications sent through regular postal
channels. Some concealed and coded messages
employed on occasion. Couriers used immediately
prior to uprising, for mobilization. YOUTH MATTERS:
NPPR organized National Federation of Puerto Rican
Students, prior to 1935, at University of Puerto
Rico. Exerted influence at University by infil
trating student organizations. Nationalist .
influence subsequently dwindled. Beginning in
1947, ALBIZU C~~POS expressed dissatisfaction
with waning influence of NPPR on Puerto Rican youth.
Small Nationalist youth groups prior to uprising,

(co tinued next page)
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1950, included "La Juventud Revolucionaria de
Puerto Rico," (the Revolutionary Youth of Puerto
Rico), wi"Ch groufs at Mayaguez and Lares, P. R.;
"Los Pioneros," The Pioneers), at MayagWlz, and
"JovenesAmantes de la Libert9.d," (Youths who Love
Libertyj, at Ponce; P. R. No reported 'activity
fo1l0wing uprising. SECURITY MEASURES: Security
force of NPPR, consisting of armed members in
civ~~ian clothing, had for many years had task of
protecting ALBIZU CAMPOS at NPPR headquarters and
at F".loli" meetings. Bodyguards. considered next
in ~~portance to leadership of Party. Guards also
protected NPPR farms where arms stored. Other
security measures: excessive speeds while driving
(to forestall police surveillance), collection of
weapons for defense, use of isolated sites for
firearms practice, use of death threats to recal
citrant members, discontinuance of membership cards,
1949, and decentralization of Party reoords.
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS: One of principal activi
ties has been attempt to secure foreign support
for NPPR program. For many years emissaries sent
from NPPR to Inter-American conferences and con
gresses Jor pu~pose of persuading them to adopt
resolutions condemning intervention of United States
in Puerto Rico. United Nations Organization a
target from its inception for NFPR propaganda.
Party maintained an Observer' at U.N. until uprising.
Issued statemr.mt,s, manifesto6s, and "documents"
intended to influence foreign governments toward
demonstrations of 'sympathy with NPPR. JUAN JUARBE
Y JUARBE, Secretary of Foreign Relations of NPPR,
has operated at Havana, Cuba, since 1936, being
instrumental in formation of committee of aid for
PUEc)rto Rican "exiles" (self-exiled members of
NPPTI; et c. ) • In 1939; Dr. ~MILIO ROIG DE LEUCHSEN
RING, Havana historian, formed Cuban Committee for
Puerto Rican Independence', which still operates in
Havana. PIERHE MORAVIAH MORPEAU, Haitian poet,
acts as NFPR propagandist in Haiti. Other NPPR
propaganda efforts have been made in the Dominican
Republic, Mexico, Peru, Venezuela, Chile, Guatemala,

(continued next page)
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Synopsis of Facts (Cont'd)

Argentina, and Uruguay. METHODS OF PROPAGANDA:
Propaganda methods since formation of NPPR have
included use of books, magazines, newspapers, other
publications; public addresses, radio broadcasts,'
establishment of NPPR groups in foreign countries,
and sending delegations to international conferences,
At time of uprising, 1950, no regular NPPR publica~

tions were appearing in Puerto Rico, though a book,
"El l4ovimiento Libertador en la Historia de Puerto
Rico," (The Liberating Movement in the History of
PU81,tO Rico) had been completed by RP.MON MEDINA
Rf~IREZ, Special Representative of NPPR, immediately
prior to October, 1950 uprising. Book, confiscated
by Insular authorities prior to dissemination,
asserted independence of Puerto Rico could be
secured only by revolution. FRONT GROUPS: NPPR,
since its inception, has had little use for front
groups, preferring to operate either openly or in
secret underground sessions. Hqwever, in New York
City in early 1940s, NPPR organized a club for each
of three NPPR boards that area: Club Pomarrosas
for Manhattan Board, Club Cultural Hispano for
Bronx Board, and Sociedad Hijas del Caribe for
Brooklyn Board. In addition, an organization
known as Casa Borinquen operated in Bronx in asso
ciation with NFPR. Ostensibly social organizations,
these .~roups contained many NPPR members, and fre
quently served as proving ground for prospective
members of the respective New York NPPR boards.
COOPERATION WITH OTHER GROUPS: NPPR Constitution
forbids affiliation of Party members with any other
party or organization. Hewever, NPPR has occasion
ally cooperated with other groups also seeking in

.dependence for Puerto Rico. Communist Party, USA,
and Communist Party of Puerto Rico have actively
aided NPPR in its clamor for independence of Puerto
RiCO, and NPPR has frequently welcomed their propa
ganda assistance. Ideological differences between
Communist Party and NPPR have forestalled closer
affiliation, Very little cooperation between NPPR
and Independence Party of Puerto Rico (a legally
constituted political party in Puerto Rico). NPPR

(continued next page)
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has received assistance from other groups and indi
viduals principally the International Workers
Order, Council for Pan American Democracy, American
League for Puerto Rican Independence, and ex-
U. S. Congressman from New York, VITO MARCANTONIO.
UNDERGROUND ACTIVITIES: Early 1949, the "MANIGUA,"
an unJerground group, was formed within NPPR.
Existence uot generally known among NPPR members.
Candid~tes secretly selected by certain NPPR leaders,
and initiated involuntarily and by torture into a
"suic-l.de squad," to carry out revolutionary plans
made for them by the leaders. "Spiritualist" _
sessions used as cover for induction of members.
According to their special concept, the NPPR actually
consisted of four "phases": the first (the tradi
tional political phase); the second (the Cadet
organization); the third (the suicide squad); and
the fourth (the leader phase). The third and
fourth phases together (the MANIGUA) were considered
by members of.these phases to be the true underground·
of tb~: NPPR. The "MANIGlIA" hpJ Q firearms practiceI _ . Jin Cc:yey, P. R.,
and panned, but failed to carry out, assassinations
of certain high officials. Leaders and members of
"MANIGUA" took active part in NPPR uprising, 1950.
No "MANIGUA"activit " rising.
Another group, formed " R"
Piedras, P. R., under ea ership of

I I planned attack to avenge p~r~o~so,e~c~u~l~o~n~o~
HBIZU CAMPOS. I I group reported dissolved.
A tentative draft of new NPPR organization on
underground basis, to be known as "MIRA," (Look),
uncovered. Organization to be system of nuclei
similar to Communist cell system, to be headed by
a President and Supreme Council. No indications
received this proposed organization implemented in
any way. ARRESTS AND PROSECUTIONS: NPPR methods
of violence and defiance of United States law in
Puerto Rico have resulted in arrests and prosecutions
of NPPR members and leaders on continual basis since
1932. From 1932 to 1940, at least 33 NFPR members
and leaders arrested and/or prosecuted in Insular

(continued next pagel
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Synopsis of Facts (Cont'd):

and Federal Courts in Puerto Rico for various crimes
involving attacks on, attempted assassinations, and
assassinations of Insular and Federal officials.
Sixty NPPR members prosecuted in Federal Court from
1940 to 1950 for violation of Selective S8rvice Acts.
One hundred seventy-three individuals arrested and
prosecuted in Insular courts in prosecutions arising
out of NPPR uprising of October, 1950. Fourteen
of latter. also prosecuted in Federal Court, San
Juan, for destruction of U. S. Post Office and mail,

_and destruction of Selective Service records,- at
Jayuya, P. R.
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DETAILS :
INTRODUCTION

This report summarizes the development of the
NATIONALIST PARTY OF PUERTO RICO from its founding in 1922
to June 30, 1951.

The following abbreviations are used:
NPPR
PPD
PEP
PIP
UPR

,
i
iNa tionalis t Par'L-y of Puerto Rico :

popular Demoorat ic Par ty - l
statehood Party of Puerto Rico
Independence Party of Puerto Rico
Union of The People For The Establlshm nt
of The Republic of Puerto Rico

Location~ population and Size of Puerto Rico:
Tne sketoh below is set out for the purpose of

orientation~

Legend

A - Atlantic Ocean
Ca - Caribbean seal
C - Cuba
D - Dominican Rep bl:lc
H - Haiti \

PR - Puerto Rice
SA - South America \ .

I,
I
I

A

,s
()?" New York

o (vr'aShington
&:

STATESUNTIED

J( ~~\, ~"~
~"../ / - "h~:;

Distances: - r--<':"-.
From N.Y. about 1600 mi. / -,,_ BiTD,._' = t'

II MiaJili about 1000 mi. _ ~ 'v-J J- !! o~, C
II S.A. about 450 m:!.•' ""') <f

II Haiti and Dominioan Republio ~ Q'
about 70 mi. _ Ca. .'>

/

Size: (.-/? 0-'~_
100 mi. by 35 mi. "-<-.....'-~~ r( '-.r..............._~

~.... \.

C.~':~·.:'-~~;~:.-I'1f .. . S. A. ""-
\..:...:'i-:"~ r:-- .~::; :'4.~. ,'0

Population of Puerto Rico:
1950 Census: 2,206,000
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I I

Brief History of puerto Rico
I

,

I
i
\
!

\
I
I

\

The NPPR has developed a basic doctrine to the effect
that Puerto Rico is actually a sovereign, independent republic.
This doctrine has been derived from the Party's interpretation
of certain situations in Puerto Rtcan history. A brief
outline of the history of Puerto Rico 1s reflected below for
an understanding of historical situations from which NPPR

.. doctrine has been derived.

The Island of Puerto Rico,the eastern-most island
of the greater Antilles group of the West Indies, became a
part of the Spanish empire in 1493 Hhen COIUl11bus took
possession of the island in the name of the King of Spai~.

Except for a short period in +583 "men the island was a
British possession by conquest, Puerto Rico continued as a
spanish colony until the late 19th Century. In the 19th
century there were nine revolts against the Spanish regime
in Puerto Rico, the most significant of which from the NPPR
viewpoint, was the revolt at Lares, Puerto Rico, in 1868.

On September 23, 1868, a small group of Puerto
Ricans, inspired by Dr. RAMON EMETERIO BETANCES, forcibly
occupied the mountain village of Lares, Puerto Rico, and pro
claimed the Republic of Puerto Rico under the Presidency
of FRANCISCO RAMIREZ. This group was quickly subdued by the
Spanish Army; however, for a brief period thereafter, Puerto
Rico enjoyed representation in the Spanish Cortes and enjoyed
certain aspects of autonomy, including the Puerto Rican
Legislative Assembly with limited powers, SUbject to approval
of the Governor of Puerto nico, an appointee of the Spanish
King. The NPPR celebrates Septembcr 23 each year as the
anniversary of the proclamation of the Republic of puerto
Rico and refers to the c·elcbration as the uGrUo de Larcs u
(Cry of Lares). A subsoquent Spanish Governor abolished
most of the rights secured by tho Pucrto Rican poople following
the Lares revolt and ALFONSO XII of Spain only partially
restoredtl'BOO rights in 1875. .
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In 1887 an assembly in Ponce, Puerto Rico, demanded
complete autonomy for Puerto Rico, but failed to socure it.
SUbsequently, a puerto Rican revolutionary group was set up
with headquarters in New York City. In 1895 this group was
in contact with Cuban revolutionaries with the objective
of a combined revolt against the Spanish regime. Meanwhile,
another political group in Puerto Rico, led by LUIS MUNOZ
RIVERA (father of tho prasent Governor of Puerto Rico)
sought autonomy for puerto Rico, but did not demand cessation
of spanish rule. This group succeeded in obtaining an
autonomous charter from ~painin-1897.

On February 9, 1898, an autonomous government
was inaugurated in Puerto Rico on the basis of the autonomous
charter. The basic structuro of tho autonomous governmont
was an Insular Parliament composed of two houses; however,
the Spanish King retained veto power through his appointod
representativo, the Governor ~f Puerto Rico.

On July 25, 1898, United states troops invaded
and occupied puerto Rico during the Spanish American war.
Under the terms of the Treaty of Paris, the United States
received Puerto Rico by cession from Spain on April 11, 1899.
The NPPR denies the legality of this cession and-
claims that the sovereignty of the Puerto Rican people
established in 1868 'had not beon affected by the terms of
the Treaty of Paris.

A United states military government existed in
Puerto Rico from the date of occupation until 1900 when the
united States established a civil government for Puerto Rioo
under the provisions- of the Forakor Act.

Pro-Indepondence .forces in Puerto"Hico continued
vigorous but non-vi61ent campaigning in the first two decades
of the 20th century; however, public utteranoes of a revolutionary
nature bogan to be heard about 1922 with tho formation of
the NPPR~ By 1936 these revolutionary statements and thoir partial
consummatknby the formation of a military or~nization known

as the Cadets of the Republic, had resulted in tho prosecution
of NPPR leaders in Federal Court, San Juan, for advocacy of ,
overthrow of the United States Government and inciting rebel1ion~

•
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The Jones Act in 1917 declared the people of
puorto Rico to be citizens of the United states and, expanding
on the provisions of the first organic act (thc Foraker Aot),
created a legislature consisting of a Sonate and House of
Representatives and divided Puerto Rico into seven Senatorial
districts und 35 Ropresentative districts. NPPR doctrine,
labels tho Insular Government of Puerto Rico as a puppet
government set up by the United states in . fUrtherance
of an American imperialist policy~

In 1947 the United states Government added pro
visions to the Organio Act and broUght the Insular Government
closer to the people of Puerto Rico. Under the new provisions
first utilized in the Insular eleotions of 1948, the Governor
of Puerto Rico is elected by tho people of Puerto Rico rather
than c.ppointed by the President of the United states. Hon.
LUIS r1UNOZ MARIN was elected Governor of Puerto Rico in 1948
and still oceupys that office. He leads the PARTIDO DEMOCRATICO
POPULAR (Popular Democratic party) which has been in power
in Puerto Rico since 1940. Puerto Rico has a Resident
Commissioner in the United statos House of Representatives
Vlho has a voice but no vote in tho proceedings. Hon. ANTONIO
FERNOS ISERN was elected to this office in 1948 by the people
of Puerto Rico.

puerto Rico, an uninoorporated territory of the
United states, currently has a conStitution enacted by the
United states Congress; however, H.R. 600 of the 8lst Congress
enacted in 1950, prOVided for u referendum in Puerto Rico
concerning the drafting of a constitution by and for the·
people of Puerto Rico as !). step toward further autonomy. H.R.600
specified that the constitution was to have a bill of righta
and was to prOVide for a republioan form of govornment.

On October 30 and 31, 1950, violent elements of
the NPPR staged a revolt in Puerto Rico wfudch was limited
to only eight of Puerto Rico's nearly four hundred towns, but
rOallted in a total of 30 deaths. On November 1, 1950, two
Nationalists attemptod to assassinate HonoI·able HARRY S. TRUMAN;
President of the United states,in Washington, D.C.
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On June 4, 1951, registered votere "f Puerto Rico
in an island-wide referendum accepted the plan for drafting
of the proposed constitution. The plan was approved by a
majority of over 3 to 1 of the voters, despite a bitter
campaign against it led by the Independence Party of Puerto
Rico. A Constitution was drawn up and approved by a majority
of the people of Puerto Rico. On JUly 3, 1952, President
TRUMJili signed a joint resolution of Congress approving the
Constitution of Puerto Rico. On July 25, 1952, the formal
promulgation of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico (Estado
Libre Asociado) was declared.

In addition to the PPD and the PIP, mentioned above,
the Socialist Party, the Statehood Party and the Reform Party
have also participated in recent elections. Other existing
political organizations in Puerto Rico, whose memb0rship is
small in comparison with the above-mentioned political parties,
include the NPPR, the PCP and the UPR. ·A few members of
the latter two organizations :are charged by the Insular
Government with complicity with the NPPR in the revolt of
October, 1950, in PuertQRicq. .

The essence of the.political platforms of the
above-mentioned organizations, condensed fr~m their
published propaganda, is set out below. The organizations
are set out in the order of the estimated·n~erical strength
of their membership.

Popular Democratic Party (PPD)

The Party in power in Puerto Rico· since 1940.
No definite policy on the ultimate· political status of Puerto
Rico, but prefers to defer the question of political status,
pending acc,mplishment of a program of economic betterment .
for Puerto Rico; upon which. it is concentrating. PDP
pelled over 392,000 votes in the 1948 Insular elections.

Statehood Party (PEP)

Favors statehood rather than independence for
Puerto Rico. Stateh60d Party polled over 89,000 votes in
the 1948 Insular elections.

6
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Independence Party or Puerto Rico (PIP)

platform is independence for Puerto Rico to bo
acquired by lege.1 and peaceful means, according to its
spokesmen; polled over 65,000 votes in the 1948 Insular
elections. '

Socialist party of puerto Rico

Has legislative platform of better living conditions
for the working class. Polled over 64,000 votes in the 1948
Insular elections. '

Reform Party of Puerto Rico

Favors close tios with the United States in a
manner acceptable to the United Statos and favorable for
Puerto Rico. This Party polled over 29,000 votes in the
1948 Insular elections. /

Favors independence for Puerto Rico. NPPR abandoned
the use of the ballot in 1932 after polling only 5257 votes in
the Insulor elections of that year. Since thon the NPPR has
demonstrated its conviction that the use of armed force is
necessary to secure independenoe for Puerto Rico from the
UnltedStates. On April 21, 1949, tho NPPR was 'cited by
the' Attorney General of tho United states as a subversive or
ganization which seeks to alter the form of goverrunent of
the nnited states by unconstitutional means.

., '

Communist Party of puerto, Rico (PCP),

Favors independence for PueriD Rico. The PCP
has not registered with"the Insrlarloard of Elections.
According to roliable informant who is conversant with b2
the membership and activities of the PCP, the PCP is an '
independent branch of the World Communist Movement which b7D

.- - .
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follows the Marxist-Leninist line and is dependent on the
Communist Party-USA for financial aid and advioe. The
CP-USA has been cited by the Attorney General of the United
states as a subversive organization which seeks to alter
the form of government of the United statesuconstitutional
means. According to Confidential Informant current'
membership in the PCP in puerto Rico, is appro ately 100.

The Union of the People for the Establishment of the Republic
ot· Puerto Rico (UPR)

A small organization led by JUAN ANTONIO CORRETJER,
who has:been a Nationalist leader and a Communist officer
in turn. The UPR demands independence for Puerto Rico and
has stated in its publication, "ADELANTE" that independence'
must be secured by whatever means may be necessary. CORRETJER
and three of his aides were prosecuted by Insular authorities
for the crime of inciting to riot in connection with the
Nationalist revolt of 1950.

b2
b7D

.i

:- ":- ::

- -. -~. 8 ,
. ";" i:_.:..-'.:;:.i
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A. ORGANIZATION

, I
\
!

1. Prefatory

a. NPPR Objective

llThe Nationalist Party of Puerto
Rico aspires to constitute a free
Republic of Puert6Rico, sovereign
and independent •••• 11

"Deolaration of principle.s
of the Nationalist party of
Puerto Ricd' in booklet form,
dated 19~6, San Juan, Puerto Rico,
page 1.

The above statement of the NPPR obje.ctive has
been reiterated in numerous official documents of the NPPR
since 1926 and forms the preamble to the current NPPR
constitution.

b. NPPR History

(Sources are footnoted at the
conclusion of this sub-section)

The principal theme of NPP~ history is the develop
ment of the violent method qy which that organi
zation has tried to accomplish its aim, i.e.,
independence for Puerto Rico. After two decades
of sporadic Violence, NPPR history reached its
bloody apogee on October 30-31, 1950, with an
armed revolt in Puerto Rico, followed by a
Nationalist attempt in Washington, D.C., on
November 1, 1950, to assassinate Honorable HARRY S~

TRUMAN, President of the United States.
I,

i

l
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Key events in the history of the NPPR are
summarized below:

statement of revolu
tionary policy.1926

Corollary themes

The NPPR was founded in 1922" in Rio Piedras,
Puerto Rico, by militant pro-independenoe "
elements of the union Party of Puerto Rioo

The prelude to the violent Nationalist
theme was sounded in 1926 by PEDRO ALBIZU
CAMPOS a who, though not yet President of
the Party, had already taken the initiative
in formation of the NPPR r6volutionar~

policy. In an interview with a represen
tativeof the Puerto Rico periodical "Los
Q,uijotes" in 1926, ALBIZU proposed the
formation of a "revolutionary organization,
embracing all the people of Puerto Rico,"
in order to "break with the colGnial "
regime" of the united states Government. 2
In this interview ALBIZU also pronounced
the following oorollary themes, which,
woven"together with the revolutionary
theme. have formed the composition of NPPR
doctrine, policy and operational the need
for international recognition of Puerto
Rico as an independent nation; the need
for Latin American solidarity against
"Yankee imperialism"; the need for sprea.ding
the" doctrine, throughout Puerto Rico, of I"
non-participation in thEl II colonial elections''.

I
In the 1920's ALBIZU CAMPOS toured South
America and the Caribbean islands in a
propaganda campaign intended to secure
support for his plan of independence for
Puerto Ricoi "

I

L
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Organization o£ Na
tionalist Army,1930 •

First violonce,1932

In the late 1920 l s ALBIZU CAMPOS began
to form a group known as the.Cadets of
the Republic out o£ a small group of
Nationalist students. This organization
~~s originally instructed in ethics and
pat~iotism and received no military
trai ning.4

On May 11, 1930, ALBIZU was elected
President of the NPPR.5 I

I
On November 16, 1930, the NPPR issued bond!
in tho name of the lIRepubl1o' of Puerto Ric II

bearing the photograph of Dr. FRANCISCO
RAMIREZ, lIFirst President of the Republ1oJI\

Also in 1930, ALBIZU CAMPOS organized the \
Cadets of the Republic into a military ,
organization, at which time it became :
known as the Nationalist Army. Uniforms I
and military training were provided for this
group.19 \

On April 16, 1932, in the first violence \
attributed to the NPPR, a Nationalist mob,
incited by ALBIZU CAMPOS, armed themselves
with clubs and stormed the Capitol building
at San Juan with the intention of lynching
legislators who had proposed the use of theI
Nationalist flag,as the official flag o£
Puerto Rico. one Nationalist was killed '
and several other persons were injured in
the co11a);lse of a stairway of the Capitol
bullding.o

On June 15, 1932, tho Nationalist, LUIS I
F. VELAZQUEZ, who later became NPPR
Treasurer, assaulted the Chief Justice of :
the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico in. alleged I
ve n goance for his participation' in oele-
bration of tho American Flag Day.6 ,

11
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NPPR failure a.t
the P?lls; 1932

Deolaration of war
versus U.S.-~935

Assassinat1ons
1935-36

In 1932, temporarily departing from
principle, the l~PR participated in the
In3~lar elections in Puerto Rico with a
full slate of candidates, including ALBIZU
CA~?OS as candidate for Senato~-at-Large.

The NPPR polled only 5257 out of over
380,000 votes cast in the 1932 elections,
and thereafter" abandoned the use of the
ballot in its pursuit of independence for
puerto Rico. 7 After this defeat at the
polls, ALBIZU1s political activity had as
its aim the creation of, a war-like attitude
among his constituents.8

DU~ing the period 1933 to 1935, ALBIZU
CAMPOS direoted Party activities from a
guarde4 headquarters established first in" "
Rio piedras, and later in Aguas Buenas, P.RP

In 1935 the NPPR IIdoclared war on the
empire.",lO Violent proolamations were
issued by the Party directorate, including
ene proclamation which pronounced "'<far1
War against the invader I n

During the year 1935 a series of bombings
of pUblio buildings oceurred in the area of
San Juan, Puerto Rico, "which were attributed
to members of the NPPR. 6 "

On October 24, 1935, at Rio Piedras, P.R.,
the Ne,tioIial1st, RAMON S. PAGAN, shot an
Insular Policeman, and in the ensuing gun'
battle four'Nationalists, including PAGAN;
were killed. 6
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Federal prosecution
of NPPH leaders
1936

13
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The "ponce
Massacre" 1937

Further assassination
attempts - 1937-38

On March 21~ 1937, nineteen persons were
killed and approximatoly 100 injured at
pon~G, Puerto Rico, when Nationalists and
Insular Police engaged in a gun battle.
The NPPR refers to this incident as the
"Ponce Massacre" and comroemorates the,
occasion on Maroh 21 of each year with
a pUblic celebration in Ponce, P.R. 6,14

On June 8, 1937, ten Nationalists attempted
to assassinate Federal Judge ROBERT A~
COOPER at S$ll JUan, who had il1lPosed sentence
on ALBIZU CAMPOS. Federal sentences from
two ~d one-half to five years were imposed
on the Nationalists who 'participated in this
attempted assassination. 12

On JUly 25, 1938, a group of Nationalists
fired upon Honorable BLANTON WINSHIP, then
Governor of Puerto Rico, and killed Colonel
LUIS A. IRIZARRY of the Puerto Rican National
Guard. Eleven other 'persons were wounded' '
during the resultant exchangeo! shots be
tween Nationalists and police. Six
Nationalists, including TOMAS LOPEZ DE
VICTORIA, were sentenced in Insular Court
to life imprisonment. '

From 1938t6 1940, the NPPR was comparatively
inactive in Puerto Rico due to the incar
ceration of its President and other executive
officers. However, some secret meetings of
NPPR members cont~u0d. 6

In 1940 NPPR aotivity resUMod with public
meetings in which the NPPR doctrine of
electoral abstinonce, denial of United states
authority in Puerto Rico, and rebellion
against the government, were reenunciated~

.1. ,~~
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NPPR defies' Selective
Service Act, 1940

;~::)l~ .:::;\.. :..~-i ty" Nevl
1o::'t Gi 't):. .
':'943 to 1947.

••
On Nov. IS, 1940, RAMON MEDINA RAMIREZ
Acting President of the NPPR, and RAFAEL
LOPEZ ROSAS, Acting Secretary-General of
the Party, issued a proclamation coun
selling evasion of the Selective Service
Act of 1940. 13
For this and similar proclamations, ,
MEDINA and LOPEZ were given Federal
sentences. NPPR. propaganda against the
Selective Serv~ce Act continued from 1941
to 1945 and during this period, fif~y

Nationalists were convicted and sentenced
for refusal to comply with the provisions
of this act. 12

During this period also, and continuing
to Oct., 1950; NPPR leaders continued to
use the press, radio and lecture platform
to urge the violent overthrow of the
United States Government. 14,9

Upon the release of ALBIZU CAMPOS from
Federal prison, ALBIZU established
residence in New York City. His presence
in New York City stimulated Nationalist
activity there to the extent that three
Municipal Boards of the NPPR, the New
York Board (also referred to as the Man
hattan Board), the Bronx Municipal Board
and the Brooklyn Municipal Bo~rd began to
function on an active basis. In addition,
several front groups were formed in New
York City. ALBIZU and other leaders of
the NPPR established contact with
representatives of foreign governments,
pQ~ticularly representatives of the Latin
American republics, and conducted active
p~opaganda on behalf of independence for
Puerto Rico. 20,21

15

I

·1Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



• I.' , • .'
.,
.;~ " ,,

SJ 100-3

Resurgence of NPPR
activity in P.R.
1947

Firearms practice and
bomb making, 1948

b7D

NPPR defiance of
Selective Service
Act, 1948.

~
!ro.r

"\......:
... ,,' 0t;j" .;.

In December, 1947, ALBIZU CAMPOS returned to
Puerto Rico from New Yor~ City. His return
was the signal for a resurgence of
Nationalist activity in Puerto Rico, re
organization of Municipal Boards of the NPPR
reformation of the Cade~s of the Republic,
and increasingly vitriolic anti-United state
propaganda by the }~PR. 9,14,15,16

e c an e.s ne . s
prac ce n a secluded spot in the country
nearl ~ Puerto Rico, and later in the
same ~ear, constructed bombs near that
site, L I
After the passage of the selective service
Act or 1948, some NPPR member~ refused to
comply with the new act, resulting in
Federal sentences for Nationalists in
PV.e'.,to Rico. 12

Firearms practice by NPfR members continued
in to'. clande'stino manner at irregular
int')::;'vals from 1948 to October, 1950. 6,10

On hpril 21, 1949, the Attorney General of
the United states cited the NPPR as . a
sc;';)T'crsivG organizat),01'l :rulllng 'within
t':-.<.:> ',J1TViow of Exacu t~ ,6 Ore-lOr 9835.
l:,,~hf,~ it soue;ht to alter (the form
of g()'~''31'i1!!1ent of the ·Ur.G.·~ed States by un"';
con3·~'~1..tl.1-i.;i.onal moans,

Bomb making,1949-50 On W.y 1.9" 1949, a lJ'oltionalist arrested by
Sps0ial Agents of the Fed.eral Bureau of
Investigation in Puerto Rico for violation
of the Selective Service Act, 1948, was
found to have firearms and homemade bombs
in his possession. He was sentenced in In-
sular Court for:v;olation of' Insular
explosivos laws~.

I
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In December, 1949, the membership of the
Cadets of tne Republic was approximately
one hundred~ 15 From January" to September,
1950, the largest number of Cadets of the
Republio whioh appeared" at any publio
meeting was sixty-ei~t.6,l5

\.
\,

b7D rr--~ I
~'--_----J19

On October 26, 1950, several Nationalists
returniIig fr~ an NPPR pUblic meeting in
Fajardo; Puerto Rico, were arrested for
speeding and were found to have bombs and
firearms in their possession. 6

On October 28~ 1950, the Insular Police at
Ponce, Puerto Rico, raided the house of
ME~ITON MUNIZ SANTOS, President of the
l~icipal Board of the NPPR in Ponce, in
search of weaponB;and found some home
made bombs. 6

Insular police searoh
for NPPR weapons;
Ootober 30, 1950, re
sulted in Nationalist
ambush.

NPPR revolt 10/30/50

On Ootober 30, 1950, Insular Police performe
a pre-dawn raid in Penuelas, Puerto Rico,
seeking NPPR firearms and were ambushed by
several Nationalists. preolpltatedby
the gun battle which ensued from this
ambush, a ragged serios of armed NationalIst
attacks against Insular Police took place "
in puerto Rico on October 30 and 31, 1950,
whioh resulted in the death of seven Insular
policemen, six oivilians, one momb~r of the
Puerto Rican"National Guard, and 16
N~tionalists~ During the revolt in Puerto
Rico, an attempt was made to assassinate
Hon. LUIS MUNOZ MARIN, Governor of Puerto
Rico. Meanwhile, two Nationalists, OSCAR
COLLAZO and GRISELIO TORRESOLA, who had been
residing in New York City, journeyed to
Washington,D.C., and on Novomber 1, 1950,
attempted to assassinate Honorabl~ HARRY 3,_
TRUMAN, President of the United states~17#.Ll:lo
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Sequel in Puerto Rico One hundred'Bixty~seven NPPR members, four
UPR members, and two members 01' the PCP
in Puerto Rico hove been charged with
Insular and/or Federal violations in
connection with the revolt. Forty-three
of these persons have been sentenced in
Insular Courts to terms of life imprisonment
fOr their eonnection with the murders
committed during the revolt. Eight
Nationalists have been sentenced in Federal
Court, San o!uan~ to terms ranging from six
to eleven years for their part in the
destruction of the United States Post Office
in Jayuya, Puerto Rico, during the revolt~

PEDRO ALBlZU CAMPOS has received minimum
Insular sentences of 17 years 9 months for
violation of the Insular 1'irearms and
explosives laws and for attack to commit
murder.. ALBIZU is yet to be tried' for
violation of Insular Public Law No. 53
(Advocacy of Overthrow of the Insular
Go vernment ) ~

r J~,;-:",.,::tL:CO'i",:LIT,--------.,----

Current NPPR situation Incarcerated Nationalists include the
in Puerto Rico . Party's top executive officers and most of

the Party's leadership. Since the revolt;
NPPR activity in Puerto Rico has been dis~

organized in nature, consisting 01' sporadio
fund-collections for the Nationalist legal

b7D defense, parades of some members on certain
Netlonali:t co~nemorative days and

Some unconfirmed reports have been received
since the revolt reflecting Nationall~t

plans to deliver incarcerated Nationalists
from jail. One report from a reliable souroe
re1'lected a plan of reprisal against the
authorities ~hen the prosecution of ALBlZU
CAMPOS has been completed. 9

j
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No aotual Nationalist violence has been
reported since the revolt, with the
e~ception of an attack on a prison guard
in Mayaguez, puerto Rico, by two 1n~

carcerated Nationalists. Investigation
reflected that this attack had been
committed for personal reasons, rather
than in furtherance of a Nationalist
escape plan.

SOURCES

1; "Historia Sinoptica del partido Nacionalista
de Puerto Rico" (Synoptic History of the NPPR),
compiled 1947 by PAULINO E. CASTRO, then
Secretary-General of the NPPR. p.13

a. An account of the career of PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS,
central figure and guiding force of the NPPR, is
set out in appendix part of this report.

Quoted, in translation, from pertinect portions '
or interview reflected,on ~age 63 afl ~~upra.

3.1 ...J1 su.pra, p. 14, 69.

b2
b7D

~~!!"'T
~~~fj_ 18
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b7C
b7D

,"

.~

b3

b2

b7D

Records of the Insular police of pu~rto Rico.

Records of the InSular Board of Elections, San
Juan, Puorto Rico.

8~ I Isupra, p. 16" ,

Reliableinformantr---lwho is acquainted with
NPPR history and c~ activity.

10~ ' 1supra, P. 15.

Records of the U.S. District Court, san Juan,
puerto Rico, 1936, in the case of United states "
versus PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS, eta1, Inciting Rebel11on~

12~ U~s. District Court records, San Juan, in the
case of United States vorsus JUAN ALAMO DIAZ
e1; a:L, Conspiracy to injure Federal Official, 1938~

13'~ s:a.n .ruan,pu'3rto Rico, spanish language daily
newspaper lIEL INPi\RCIAL" issue of November 18,1940.

14~ Transcription of stenographic records, recordings
of radio addregses and San Juan local preas
notices, 1941-1950.
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15_ Confidential Informan~~--~'Ian informant of

unknown reliability, conversant with NPPR
membership and activities.

16. Relie.ble informantc=J who is aequainted
lId +h NEE: octi ": +j as nnd rembershiP in the

b2
b7D

b2
b7D

17.

IS.

FBI investigation of Nationalist uprising.

U.S.Secret Service investigation of attempted
assassination of President HARRY S. TRUMAN.

19-1 ---:- _
20. Reliable informantr---l ~cquainted ,nth

Nationalist activi~in New York City.

21. Relia.hle informantl Iacquaintt"ld with
Nationalist i'ctivitJ.es J.n New York City.

21

b7C
b7D

b2
b7D

I

II
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c. EMBLEMS OF THE NATIONALIST PARTY OF PUERTO RICO

.,
!,

w

r

1~-----··-· '"
1 .;

bl

THE REVOLUTIONARY FLAG

,, ---'..1---'-[_..._. -=-=-·--'I!

r bl i
i

r

w

r

w

r
1\., .'

~ It

Rican Flag.

--_..._------'----'

THE NATIONALIST FLAG

also known as the puerto

r,,-------l
I

Color Key
_____________,.b

THE CADET FLAG
W ... White
b .;, Black

bl - Blue
r - Red

22
--_.--.~--_._-----. ~
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NPPR Emblems, their history,
significanco and use

(1) Tho Nationalist Flag, also known
as the Puerto Rican Flag

PAULINO E. CASTRO, SecretarY-General of tho NPPR
in 1~47, described the origin of the Nationalist flag in his
synoptic history of the NPPR compiled in that year. According
to CASTRO, the Nationalist flag was designed by ANTONIO VELEZ
ALVARADO in 1691·. The source reflected that vELEZ, a Puerto
Rican residing in New York City, designed a fiag for Puerto Rico
on June 11, 1691, utilizing the structure of the Cuban flag, b2
but reversing its color scheme. The source reflected that b70
VELEZ had chosen the Cuban flag as a model because he was an
admirer of JOSE Mf~TI, a Cuban revolutionist.

Confidential rntormantl I a reliable
informant, advised that ALBIZU CAMPOS asserted on JUne 11, 1949,
during tho Nationalist celebration of Flag Day at Manati, Puerto
Rico, that this banner had been given him personally by VELEZ
ALV!~ADO to'be used as the official flag of the Republic of
Puerto Rico.

Rocords ef the Office of the Executive Secretary
for Puerto Rico reflect that tIns flag was rogistered with the
Executive Secretary by the NPPR in 1922 as the official emblem
of the NPPR~

The Nationalist flag is customarily displayed at
pUblic meetings of the liPPR, on the walls of Nationalist homes
and on official Nationalist pUblications.

Tho first violence attributed to the NPPR, in 1932,
had consisted of the storming of the Capitol bUilding, San Juan,
in protest against the proposed use of this flag as tho official
flag of Puorto Rico. Despite this protest, the flag has since
been widely used as the Puerto Rican flag, as well as the
Nationalist flag. At the present time the appearance of the flag
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at a pUblic function or elsewhere does not constitute positive
proof that the persons displaying the flag are members of the
NPPR. It is noteworthy that the Independence Party of Puerto
Rico, a legally constituted political party which polled approxi
mately 65;000 votes to roach third place in tho 1948 Insular
elections, frequently displays the puerto Rican flag in con
junction with its own emblem (a white cross on a green background).

The San Juan dally newspaper "EL MUNDO" in its
June 7, 1951, issue, editorialized as follows concerning the
use of' this banner: "Although it is certain that the banner
with the single ~tar is the emblem of the NPPR"it is no less
certain that this banner has traditionally reprcsented Puerto
Rico and commands the veneration and respect of many Puerto
Ricans, even some of those who do not believe in independence
for Puerto Rico. 1I

(2) The Revolutionary Flag

The Nationalist party "Credencial Patriotica ll

(Patriotio Credential) issued to NPPR members in 1948 for
idontif'ication purposes, carried another emblem with 'c standard.
cro~afo~thnt of the flag doscribed in the f'oregoing section~

The added~m is a flag which, according to Confidential
InformantL-..j was designed by MANOLO "EL LENEHOII for Doctor·
Hi.MON EMETERIO B!!:TANCES and was used by BETANCES as the banner b2
of his revolutionary f'orce which, in 1868, attackod the tewn b7D
of Lares, 'Puerto Rico. and proclaimed the Republic of puert.o
Rico. The informant advised that NPPR Cadets have been taught
that the use of this emblem symbolizes the perpetuation by
PEDRO ALBIZU CI~OS of the revolutionary plan of RJlMON EMETERIO
BETANCES.

(3~ The Cadet Flag .

Confidential Informantr----l advisod that tho
significance of the Cadet Flag. trad~lly carried bya
standard bearer at parades of the Cadets of the RepUblic, has been
taught to NPPR Cadets by a Cadet of'ficial as follows: the White
cross 'which appears on the black background of the tlag is the
Cross of Calatrava. Informant advised that Cadets have been
instructed that the emblem was first usod in the crusddes,

b2
b7D'
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later carried by the French revolutionists and finally employed
as a guidon for the revolutionary forces during the Lares
revolution of 1868. .

d. NPPR Doctrine Summarizod

A summary of basic doctrine of the NPPR is
se t out be low. This compos i te doctrine, repre sent ing tho
Nationalist point of view, is a synthesis of doctrinal elements
found in the public utterances and official documents of PEDRO
ALBIZU CAMPOS and other Party 1eaderssinco 1926.

1; Puerto Rico has boen a free,sovoreign
repUblic since Spain granted Puerto Rico
an autonomous charter by royal decree in
1897. (This thesis is oocasionally
qualified with the claim that puerto Rican
sovereignty actually dates back to the
proclamation of tho Republic of Puerto
Rico during the Lares rebellion in 1868)

2~ The NPPR is the official and only
representative of tha free Republic of
Puerto Rico.

3~ Tho ceding of Puorto Rico to the United
States from Spain in 1899 by the Treaty
of Paris was never legally fulfilled in
a manner consistent with the terms of the
autonomous charter, inasmuch as the Puerto
Rican par1iamont had not been consulted.
Consequently, Puerto Rico did not lose
the status of a sovereign nation nor pass
to the United States by cession.

4~ In consequence of one and throe above, the
position·of the United states in Puerto
Rico, since the landing of U.S. troops in
Puerto Rico during the Spanish American war,
has 'been that of a foreign invader. U.S.
1lm11itary occupationll of Puerto· Rico since 1898
has been in continuous violation of inter
national law~
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5~ Also in consequence of number one and
three above, the United states has no
legal authovity or jurisdiction in Puerto
Rico, but holds Puerto Rico for61bly in .
the status of a colony. The Insular Gov
ornment is a puppet government whioh is
aoting in league with the United states
to perpetuate the colonial status of
Puerto Rico, to kcep puerto Rioo enslaved
and to prevent tho Puerto Rican people
from enjoyirig tho:1r rightful national
sovereignty.

6~ The people of Puerto Rico, continuously
maltreated by the Yankee imperialist
government, ·must organize and throw out
the invader. To do this, the government
of tho united states in Puerto Rico and
its colonial representative, the Insular
Government, must bo overthrown.

7~ Tho use .of the ballot will not avail
in driving out the Yankee invader, because
the Insular Government, which 1s in league
with the United states Government, would.·
nover permit elections to express the pro
Independence will of the people; conse
quently, organized force must be used for
the rescue of Puerto Rican soveroignty~

8. International recognition of Puerto Rican
sovereignty must be secured. Solidarity
with other nations, particularly with the
Latin i.merican repUblics, te present a united
front against "American imperialism" is
essential for the securing of international
recognition of Puerto Rico's sovereignty.
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e. NPPR Policy Summarized

b2
b7DInternat ional Fol~c.z

Basic liPPR policios, taught by PEDRO ALBIZU
CAMPOS and other NPPR officials for nearly throe decades and
practiced 'by these officials ,and members of the NPPR, are set
out belaW~ These policies are s~Ar1zed from '~ormation .
received from reliable informants NPPR documents
seized by the Insular Police. after the 1950 revo t, and NPPR
publishod material and rsO"orded; speeches.

Propaganda on the international level,
directed toward the Latin American countries in particular, and
tho united Nations organization since its inception, wit~ the
objective of seouring intern~tionnl recognition of Puerto Rico
as a sovereign nation and securing the assistance of other
nations in forcing the United states to withdraw from Puerto Rico~

pomestic Policy·

1. Non-participation in Insular elections.

2. Non-cooperation with the Insular Govern
ment.

3, Agitation for resistance to constituted
authority in Puerto Rico,

4, Refusal to obey United states law
in Puerto Rico. (e.g, the Selective
ServiCe Acts).

5, Advocacy of the violent overthrow of
tho U.S. Govornment in Puerto·Rico. (Andler
its authorized representative, the
Insular Government)

6~ Vlolentacts intended to disrupt or
overthrow the U.S. Government in Puerto
Rico or its representative, the Insular
Government,

27~
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7. Operations to maintain and expand the .....:
NPPR . which 1'. a1s:l known as tho IIpat ria. '
Organizada" (The Fa thor land Organized);
·and. is composed of two main parts,
the civilian part and tho military part
(the Liberating Army of the Republic);
the whole organization being integrated
for the purpose of red~on of Puerto
Rican sovereignty.

2~ structure

The following information concerning the structure
of the NPPR consists of basic data condensed from pertinent
sections of the current Constitution of the uppa, supplemented
by information from Confidential Informants I
available NPPR documontary material; statome~n~t~s~o~f~N~P~P~R~l~e~a~dre~r~s~
to Insular prosecuting Attorneys and Special Lgents of the· b2
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and Insular Police reports. b7D
Further details concerning organizational structure are reflected
in the current·NPPR Constitution which is included in tho appendix
of this re:;:>ort~

. The l~PR Constitution, Chapter I, Organization,
Article 1 refleotss Tho NPPR shall be composed Ofl

The National Assemblies
The National Board
The MUniciIlll Boards

a. The National Assemblies

The National Assemblies, also referred to as
the General Assemblies, moct annually on a date and at ll. place
set by the National Board to elect National officers and make
rosolutions concerning policy.
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The Assembly is composed of members of the
National Board plus two eleoted members and two alternate

O
·s from each Municipal Board~ Confidential Informant
advised that the two delegates and two alternayes from

e un cipal Boards can be personally chosen by the President
of the Municipal Boardl . I

I I '
Special National Assemblies may be called

by request of ten or more regularly constituted Municipal Boards,
or at anytime by the National Board~ During the past two
years there havo been no Special Assemblies; the regular annual
assemblies of 1948 and 1949 were held on December 19,1948, and
December l8,'~949, at San Juan, and ~recibo, Puerto Rico,
respectively~ Ne National Assembly has been held since the
latter date. .

During Decomber, 1950, when an annual assambly
might have boen expectGd, the executive officers and many of
the other Party leaders and active members wore incarcerated.
These individuals lare still incarcerated at the conclusion of
the period of this report. No roports havo boon received from
informants or other sources which'would indicate that a
National Assembly is contomplated.

Routine Preparations for National Assembly

A form lotter dated August 2, 1946, addressed
to Municipal Board Presidonts in Puerto Rico from PAULINO E.
CASTRO, then NPPR Secretary-General, offers an illustration
of the mochanics of 'proparation for tho National Assembly.
This letter, which was included in material seized by Insular
Police from Nationalist Party he~dquarters following the 1950
revolt, announced that the'Prosident of the National Board had
designated August 18, 1946. San Juan, puerto Rico, as the date
and place for the National hssembly. Instructions were given
in this letter to Municipal Board Presidents to certify to the
National Board two delegates and two alternates from the
Municipal Board to the assembly. Municipal Board Presidents
were instructed to submit to the Socretary whatever resolutions
they intended to present to the assembly. Finally, the particular
quota to be levied on the Municipal Board to pay tho expenses
of the Assembly was stipulated.
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National Assembly Program

Procedure followed during the National
hssembly has been described by informants, and officers of
the Internal Security Buroau, rnsuBr Police, who have attended
National Assemblies. Procedure includos speeches by outstanding
NPPR orators, the reading of telegrams of congratulation, the
naming of committees, including the Resolutions, Finance, and
Credentials Committees, reports by tp~se committees and election
of National Officers.

b. The National Boe.rd

Composition

The National Bo~d of the NPPR is composed
of the Party Directorate (President, Vice President Trensurer
General, Secret~~y-G0neralQ4d Secretary ef Foreign Affairs),
plus hro delegatos from each of tho seven Senatorinl districts
into which the Island of Puerto TIico is divided. The Secrotary
Generar and Secretary of Foreign ~ffairs nre appointed by the
President rather than elected. '.rhe National Board officers
named at the J:nnual National 1,sse11lbly held effico until the
next assembly. In practice, the President may appoint or
dismiss any officer as he chooses. A certificato signed by
PEDRO ~LBIZU CAMPOS, dated JUly 30, 1950, was seized from the
home of RAMON MEDINA Ri.MIREZ b~' Tusular Police follOWing tho
Nationalist revolt. This certificate reflected that RAMON
MEDINA RiiMIREZ had been nruned Special Representative of tho
Na.tionali st Party of Puerto Rico. The certificato bore a
massage to all the powers (bolieved to refer to represontatives
of other nations), and friends of the Liberating Movement in
Puerto Rico, requestin~ cooneration with MEDINA for the succoss
of his mission. I 1

I

I

". ",
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Function
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The task of the National Board is to carry
on the official functions of the Party in the interim between
meetings of the National ~ssemhly~ National Bonrd meetings
are hold' as frequently as may be necessary to transact
business~ A quorum in the National Board consists of five
members~ Resolutions made by the ~atlonal Board are binding
on the NPPR.

National Board Meoting

Confidential Informant
the last National Board meeting oocurrodr,--~~~~~~~-----,
at Nationalist Party headquarters, San Juan. lorman a v so
that the need for oxpanding NPPll propaganda on the international
level and the urgent need for funds wore discussed. Informant
advised that ALBIZU CAMPOS remarked that the Cadot Corps was
deficient in numbers and ste,ted, "Whero is our Army?1I

b2
b7D

b2
b7D

g t. arneys on
, 50, that it is the duty of }rnnicipal Board officers

the National Board,where thoy discuss problems
involved in raising funds, holding moetings and arranging for b7C
Nationalist Party propaganda by pross and radio.
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NPPR Headquarters

•• , I "
I

The headquarters of the NPPR, where National
Board meetings have takon place, is the apartment of PEDRO
ALBlZU CA}~OS, which comprises tho second floor at 156 Sol
Streot in downtown San Juan. The apartmont of ALBIZU Cl.MPOS
was vacated upon" the arrest of ALBIZU by lar Police on

nt a ad sed
b2
b7D

NPPR Mailing Address

, ' Tho mailing addross carried on official correspon-
dence of the NPPRhl9.s . been Box: 2762, San Juan, Puerto Rico;.

Investigation has revealed"that this Post
Office Box, used by the NPPR for many years, was lost to
the party following the Nationalist revolt for non-payment
of box rental~

I
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Composition

c. The MutiCipnl Boar s

b2
b7D

The Constitution of the NPPR reflects that
the Municipal Boards, also known as the Local Boards, lo.cated
in various towns of Puerto Rico which have members of the NPPR,
are to be composed of a minimum official structurolQf presifent,

O etary , and Treasurer. Confidential Informants
have advised that in practice this orficial structure is

no always adhered to. Documentary material recovered by
Insular police from NPPR leaders, following the Nationalist
revolt, has provided information that large Municipal Boards
also olect additional officers who serve as official members,
of the Municipal Board on general assignment. They are ,
referrod to as I1vocalos l1 (members of the governing body).
Municipal Board officials are elected for one yearby NPPR
members in the representative municipal area. Sub-boards
have also been founded in areas whore population density or
distance from a municipal center so dictated. The territorial
jurisdiction of a Municipal Board is coterminous with the
legal boundary of the municipality~ In goneral, the
torritorial jurisdiction of Party units follows the customary
political jurisdiction of units of legally constituted
political parties in Puerto Rico.

Function

The function of the Municipal Boards,
according to Confidential Informcntsl _
is to:

b2
b7D

l~ Recruit members for the Party.
2~ Raise funds for Party activities.
3. Conduct propaganda locally,
4. Make arrangements for public celo,

brations of the NPPR within
their respective districts.

5. Assist the local cadet group financially.
Act as the vehiola for messages destined
for the cade,ts , on occasion~

?3'v
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Meetings

I J According to Confidontial Informants r-I
. meetings or the Municipal Boards are normall~

at week?y or bi-weekly intervals~ No meetings of Municipal
Boards have been heid since tho Nationalist revolt of
October, 1950, according to reports from informants, Insular
Police and other sources.

b2
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Municipal Boards on Mainland

In addition to tho Municipal Boards operating
.in Puerto Rico in 1950, thero has boen a largo.and important
Municipal Board operating in New York City, an active Municipal
Board in Chicago, Illinois, and an inactive Municipal Board

O OOklyn, New York. According. to Confidential Informant
business with Municipal Boards on the mainland is

cus omarily handled by correspondence, though on rare
occasions a representative of a mainland Municipal aoard pays
a visit to Puerto Ri~o to confer with ,\LBIZU ChMPOS.

Active Municipal Boards, Puerto Rico, 1950

The active Municipal Boards in Puorto Rico
during ~950, set out under their respective districts, are
rerlected below:

Aguadllla. District

-Aguada
Aguadllla
Anasco
Hatillo
Isabela
Lares
Maricao
Q.uebradillas
San Sebastian

Arecibo District

Arocibo
Ciales
Dorado
Morovis
Utuado
Vega Alta
voga Baja

Guayama District

Aguas Buenos
Arroyo
Caguas
Cayoy
Guayama
Maunabo
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Humacao District

Coiba
Fajardo
Gurabo
Humacao
Juncos
Loiza
Luquillo
naguabo
Rio Grande
San Lorenzo
Vieques
Y!1bucoa

ponce District

Adjuntas
Jayuya
Ponce
santa Isabel

MayaSBez District

Cabo Rojo
Guanica
Mayaguez lSUb-Board, Barrio

Dulces Labios
SUb-Board, Barrio Bal oa

Sabane. Grande
San German

San Juan District

Bayamon
Catano
Hato Rey
Naranjito
Rio Piedras
San Juan
Santurce
Toa Baja

!
d. other Organizational Components 1

Although the NPPR Constitution fails to refloc
the eXiste~ ofothor organizational components, thore have been
several sub-divisions of the NPPR which have played significant I

roles in the career of the Po.rty~ They are: I

(1) cadetes do 10. RepUblica (The Cadets of I
the Republic), also known by titles which
translated into the English avelthe
Nationalist Army,and the Liberating Army ofll'
tho Republic. As these titles suggost,
this organization is the military arm of I
the NPPR. This sub-division of the Party :
has had a Directorate which partially inte~

locked with the Directorate of tho NPPR proper.
I
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S~T
(2) Hijas de le Libertad (Daughters of

Liberty) which is the Nurse Corps of
the Cadet organization. '

(3) Federacion Nacionel de Estudiantes
Puertorriquenos (Nationel'Federetion
of Puerto Rican Students), which is
the student section of the NPPR.

SJ 100-3

The three sub-divisions of the NPPR were
f'ormed by ALBIZU CAMPO~«een '1930 and 1936, according to
(:r;ni':i.<~8n'c;ia1 InformantL-...J <md, during the period of their
[1.::;ti;rity, have been respons~ble directly to ALBIZU CAMPOS.

Of these three sub-divisions, the Cadets
of ~h8 R8public is the only group ~hich was operating
;,ctiV:l" in the yeRr 1950, Hccording to Confidentia.l InformantsI ~ I Further details c~ncerning the Ca~ets of the
'.e;),..l!J_ ..:.~ fmet the De.'lghters of L~berty are descr~bed more b2

rulJ.:-r i!1 Section C .)1' this report. The Nationalist Federation
of ?'J';1"-;;O Ric1'n Dtuclents is set out in more detail under the b7D
divi~~0~al heAding ~ of this report.

36
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regular activities will be delayed until orders are received
from the National officers of the Party. Informant advised
that there are no indications that such orders have yet been
issued by the NPPR Directorate.

captain JOSE W. HERNANDEZ AQUINO, superintendent,
Internal Security Bureau, Insular Police, San Juan, haa advised
periodically since the Nationalist revolt that the Party is
in a disorganized state and that no information has been'
received that a plan of reorganization is being put into
effect.
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f. Chart of Organization

:--~-._.._-----_.__ ... _...---_.

Members of Nat.ional
Board plus two dele
gates and two alter
nates from each
Municipal Board in
Puerto Rico.

I ---T---I --j

i Y, .NATIONAL AS~

I I Annual.

I I
I

I
i
!

NATIONAL BOARD '

Executive Officers
plus two delegates
from each District.

I-

I
i
i

[:"~:o1~~'l
~--1 CHI~AQO

I

.----------L

Districts~guez

Districts

Municipal
Boards

A

Ponce I_J San Juan

Humacao

Ceiba
etc',

$-.

--"'---l

Municip
Boards
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3~ Officers:'--:,'~'
. ~···7 ," ".:.~'jJlt' .:~

Information concerning the~ld~n~lty of
current National officers of the NPP~. set out below. has been
secured from Confidential InformantsL land from
NPPR documents seized by Insular Police following the
Nationalist revolt.

Information concerning the identity of current
MUnlciPat RQardoff1cers has been secured from Confidential In-'
formants land through investigation by In
sular Police officers and Special Agents of the FBI. The names
set out are those of individuals holding office as of October, 1950.
These individuals theQretically still hold office by constitutional
provlsion due to the inability of the National and Municipal Units
of the party to meet- rrr election of new offic,ers. Confidential
Infonnants have advised that the persons named will
continue to hold Offier until :rwe1ections are held or special
appointments are made. advised that Municipal Boards
and Sub-Boards somotimes opera with partial official structure
if resignations:occur and there is no opportunity for election
Qf new Qfficers. '-

a. Nutiona~ Officers (1950-51)

(1) Directorate

President PEDRO i.LBIZU CAMPOS

Vice President JACINTO RIVERA PEREZ

SecretarY-Genoral

Treasurer-General

~INCISCO MhTOS PAOLI

RAlMU1IDO DIAZ PACHECO (killed
10/30/S0 during attack Qn Gover
nor's Palace, San Juan, in his
additional role as Commander-in
Chiof of tlw Nationalist Army)

Secretary of
Foreign f.ffairs JUAN. JUARBE Y JUflRBE

38
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(2) other National Officers

confidential Aide to
PEDRO ALBIZU .CAMP OS
(and Inspecto:':'ooGenerltl
of the cadet organi
zation)

united Nations
Observer

special Representative

JULIO RAMON DEL RIO
'#';:- .. -.

THELMA MIELKE

RAMON MEDINA RAMIREZ

(3) District Delegates to National Board

The delegates from the seven Senatorial Districts
in Puerto Rico, who, taken with the Directorate set out above,
compose the National Board of the NPPR, are identified below:

AGUADILLA DISTRICT

"FELIX BRAVO LOPEZ, of Isabela, Puerto Rico

TELESFORO ERNESTO CARDONA RUIZ, of Aguada, P oR.

ARECIBO DISTRICT
,

DAMIAN TORRES ACEVEDO, of Utuado, P.R.

RICARDO DIAZ DIAZ, SR., of Arecibo, P.R.

GUAYAMA DISTRICT

PEDRO RIVERA MELENDEZ, of Cayey, P.R.

ESTEBAN GONZALEZ CABAN, of Guayama, P oR 0

40
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~,CAO DISTRICT

ANTONIO RIVERA OCASIO, of canovanas, P.R.

ISABEL ROS[J)O MELENDJ:!Z, Ceiba, Puerto Rico

MAYAGUEZ DISTRICT

RIIFI>.EL CANCEL RODRIqUEZ~ Mayaguoz, P.R.

JUAN RAMON MI'.RTINEZ~ Maricao, P.R.

PONCE DISTRICT

ELIO TORRESOLA, Jayuya, Puerto Rico

ANTONIO ALFONSO MUNIZ~ Ponce, P.R.

SAN JUAN DISTRICT

RAMON IvIEDINA RAMIREZ, Santurce, P.R.

JOSE GRAJALES, BayB1l1on, P.R.

b. Municipal Board Officers

(1) Method of Election

Confidential InformantsI Ihave advised
that tho election of Municip.al Board officers normally takes
place once a yoar, although there is no rule .designating a
particular date for such eloctions~ Unlossareelection is
hold, the samo individuals continue to occupy their respectivo
official positions. The informants advised that Municipal
Board officers are elected through a meeting of the members of
the Party in the particular Municipal area and that a simple
plurality is sufficient for the election of any officer.

~41 ' I
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(2) r~icipa1 Board Officers (1950-51)

AGUADILLA DISTRICT
AGUADA

President

Treasurer

secretary

AGUADILLA

President

secretar-y

ANASCO,
President

ISABELA

President

LARES

prosident

Vice President

secretary

Treasurer

QUEBR.ADILLAS

president

Vice President

JOSE MIGUEL Cl.STILLO VEGA

~\TOLINO FELICIANO COLOM&\NI

TELESFORO ERNESTO CiffiDONA RUIZ

PABLO GRAJALES OOMIO

SANTIi.GO MORALES VAZQUEZ

FERNAnDO ESTEVES ITURRINO

FELIX BRAVO LOPEZ

JUAN MlffiIA MORALES PEREZ

RAF,\EL VIERA MARTINEZ

LUIS FRl.NCISCO ARROYO TORRES

FRANCISCO RIDS CUEVAS

,
RAl-lON BAAVEDRA VALE

JUAN DELIZ RAMOS

'-"'--'-"- ._.._- ., .
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secretary

Treasurer

SAN SEBASTIAN

president

Vice President

Seoretary

Tre:durer

I

RAMON CHAVES GARCIA

MIGUEL Mt.RICH!,L RAMOS

Ml>NUEL RODRIGUEZ NUNEZ

ABRAHAM G<!lNZALEZ MOLINA

NICOLAS GONZALEZ CASTRO

JAIME CONCEPCION VELEZ

ARECIBO DISTRICT

ARECIBO,

Prti'sident

Secretary

Treasurer

CD\LES

President

DOfu\DO

pres'ident

UTUADO

president

Treasurer

VEGA BAJA

President

• __~.~ ._ ••••~_ "'0" _.,' _ ••

RICf.RDO DIAZ DIAZ. SR.

ISMAEL DD\Z MATOS

RICARDO DIAZ DIAZ. JR.

ClffiLOS VELEZ RIECKEHOFF

JOSE BERMUDEZ

DAMIAN TORRES ACEVEDO

RAFAEL NEGRON SALDANA

FELIX OTERO AVILES

--43~
- • ",_,_ •. .0 •••• •• __•.•• _._•••
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HUMACAO DISTRICT

CEIBl...

I

i
\
\

\
\
I,
I

\
i

-.J___ '.",.

President

Vice President

FlI.JllRDO

President

sec~etary

Treasurer

GURABO

Presidont

HTlW\.CAO

Presidont

LOIZA

President

LUQUILLO

President

RflGUABO

Presidont of SUb
Board, Barrio
Daguao

GUSTAVO MELENDEZ SOTO

ISl'.BEL ROSl.DO MELENDEZ S0'l"O

VALEm'IN VILLAFANE FIGUEROA

ANGEL CURBELO, CALDERON

Iu'l.UREANO MELENDEZ MALDONADO

JUAN MARCANO CUADRADO

FELIX FELICIANO MORALES

ANTONIO RIVERA OCASIO (publicly
resigned following revolt)

VALENTIN BERU.NGA (publicly
resigned following revolt)

ESTEBI'.N SANCHEZ TIRADO
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RIO GRilNDE

President

SAN· LORENZO

President

Vice President

VIEQUES

President

YABUCOA

Vice President

RAFAEL FIGUEROA ROSfJUO

ESTANIS~\O ORTIZ MONTANEZ

NATIVIDJ~ ORTIZ MONTANEZ

ANGEL PEREZ VELEZ

SIXTO JIMENEZ

MAYAGUEZ·DISTRICT

Cl\.BO ROJO

secretary

GUANICA

President

Secretary·

ML\Yi.GUEZ

President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

PEDRO RIVERA IRIZARRY

EMILIANO NAZARIO NEGRONI

PELEGRIN RODRIGUEZ SANTIAGO

RAFl\EL Cf.NCEL RODRIGUEZ

LUIS MOJICA VALENTIN

REINALDO TRILLA M:illTINEZ

EMILIO ANIBl.L TORRES ARROYO

.

.. ; :.'
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,

sub-Board, Barr.l0
Dulces Lablos

... .', Preside1i~

sub-Board, Barrio
Balboa

President

SAN GERMAN

,

TOW,S nUIZ CANCEL

DANIEL FELICIANO SEnA

President

ADJUNTAS

secretary

PEDRO Ml.RTlNEZ. LOPEZ

PONCE DISTRI CT

NORBERTa DE 11', LUZ VELEZ

JAYUYA

President (1948) RAMON ROBLES TORRES

Treasurer (1948-50 )ELIO TORRESOLA ROURA

PONCE

President

Secretary

Treasurer

Treasurer

NARANJITO

president

MELITON MUNIZ SANTOS

ESTANISLAO LUGO SANTIAGO

OSCAR PATRICIO ARROYO TORRES

SllN JUAN DISTRICT

LEOPOLDO V. OLlVERlI.S HERNANDEZ

JOSE ANTONIO NEGRON RODRIGUEZ
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RIO PIEDRAS

President

Vice President

secretory

M<\NUEL TORRES MEDINA (killed
October 30, 1950)

RUFINO ROLON MARRERO

JOA~UIN PADIN CONCEPCION

/

sub-Boar d, Barrlada
venezuela

pre,,~dent

secretary

E ~ FIGUEROA MENDEZ

MIGUEL A. LOPEZ CORREA

(A barriada is a political sub-division of
a barrio or district)

SAN JUAN

President

Secretary

Treasurer

SANTURCE

President

Vice President

Secretary

j.lj"'ee.surer

SUb-Treasurer

JOSE RIVERA-SOTOM<\YOR

ANGEL SANT IAGO LOPEZ

PABLO ROSADO ORTIZ

VIDAL SANTIAGO DI:AZ

VICTOR NIEVES RIVERA- (Glect~d:9~~>
(Formerly Enrique Muniz Medina)

JUAN JOSE MUNOZ MATOS (9/12/50>
(Former 1y Eduardo Gonzale z Martim 11:)

ENRI~UE MUNIZ MEDINA (9/12/50>
(Formerly Ulises Rios ~uinones>

ULISES RIOS ~UINONES . (9/12/50)

-~'., -
" ". '"
:"'~ =-- i~:; : ':l ~ I

..~ _.• "_ t., . ..::... ; _

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



1 '. S I
i "

"
,

SJ 100-3

, •.-'~r, ,,.
~G\ .' J:' "3 rt

SUb-Board Barrio
Buenos Aires

President ARMANDO MEDINA M1USONAVE

SUb-Board Ville.
palmeras

Secretary SIXTO TRUJILLO REYES

TOll. Bf..JA

president JUSTO DIAZ SALGfJJO

It will be noted that no local officers have been,
reported for the following municipalities:

l~ Bayamon
2~ Hat1l1o
3; Hato Rey
4~ Juncos
5~ Maricao
6. Morovis
7 ~ , sabanaGrande
8~ Santa Isabel
9. Vega 1,1ta

Although not reported to be oporating under local
official structure as of October 30, 1950, individual NPPR
members in the above-mentioned municipalities have reportedly
continued Nationalist activities during 1950.

c. Cadet Officers

g' Confidential Informants I Iand
have id3r-tified the following individuals as officers of

, e Cadet Ol'Caniz,tUon in 1950&

b2

b7D
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Commander-in-Chief

Colonel and sub
Commander

RAIMONDO DIAZ PACHECO (killed
October 30, 1950)

TOMAS LOPEZ DE VICTORIA

...

Captains

Areclbo JUfJq JA<U. HERNANDEZ

MayagUez JOSE ANTONIO VELEZ LUGO

ponce RAMON PEDROZA RIVERA

Rio Piedras FERNANDO LEBRON CORREA

San Juan-Santurce ANTONIO COLON SANZ

Utuado HERIBERTO CASTRO RIOS (killed
October 30, 1950)

d. Officers of Boards on Mainland

(1) ---=NEW==Y:::OR::K:::MU:=n::l::c:1P::a::l:::B::o::a::rd=- --.
___1_ I

I advIsed Bureau1l.gcnts on November 4, 1950,
~th~a-t~t~h-3--c~f~f~i-~-0r-s of the New York Board wero:

President

iiice Presidont

'I'reasurer

JULIO PINTO GANDIA

JUAN CORREA

JUAN ~CISCO ORTIZ MEDINA

JUAN PIETRI PEREZ

b7D
b7C
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b7CI Ir----l advised Insular Prosecutors, San Juan, puerto Rico, on
~er ll~ 1950, that JULIO PINTO G~NDIA is also personal

representative (delegate) of PEDRO .UGBIZU CAMPOS to the New
York Municipal Board.

(2) CHICAGO Municipal Board

Chicago Confidential Informant c=J of knoWn
reliability; advised Bureau ~gonts in Chicago, Illinois, in
Maroh, 1951,that the NPPR representative and organizer in
Chicago was GONZALO LEBRON SOTOMAYOR ~

Chicago Confidential Informantr---ladvised
Bureau Agents in Chicago on March 15, 1951,~ other Municipal
officers in Chicago were as follows:

President BERNi.RDO SANTIAGO TORRES

Treasurer JORGE L. JIMENEZ b2
b7D

Chicago Confidential Informantc=J another
governmental i~vGstigative agency, provided the following
identification'of the remaining NPPR executive officer in
Chicago.

secretary MIGUELSOTO

, ,-_. - - _.. -,-
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Brief summaries of the recent activities of
prominent N~tiona1ists are set out below. The appendix
section of this report sets out further details of the
NAtion~listcRreer of each individual described below.
0e=tion Q of this report reflects the particular prosecutive
ecti0n taken by the Insular and/or Federal Government con
csrn~ng the individuals named below.

Key to Recent Activities

(1) Activity immediately preceding
Oct. 30, 1950.

(2) Participation in the Nationalist revolt,
Oct. 30-31, 1950.

(3) Ac~ivities since Nationalist revolt.

'i

i
1

I
I

I

I
j

I
~,,
"j,

,,

•

I
\
j
1

\

I
\

\
\

1

\

I

(Killed)

Recent Activities of Prominent Nationalists

Held meetings with other Rio Piedras,P.R.,
Np.:ionaliy~t~s~~~~:cordingto confide.ntial
f.!:~!0rmnntl,- J

I

(2) }(5.J..led Oct. 30, 1950, at San Juan,P.R.,
pc'r;.-icipnting in armed NRtionalist attack
on Governor's Palace.

4.

(1)

r

b2
b7D

SJ 100-3

, t

A~AM0 DIAZ, JUAN

(1 )

(2)

(At Liberty)

Active as member National Board, NPPR.

Not known to have actively participated
in revolt.

.j

t,

52
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BERMUDEZ, JOSE ENCARNACION DIMAS

ALBIZU CAMPOS, PEDRO

b2
b7D

,
,:7';:, £'.~,.,..?l''I'F."....~... ) ,. ff~ . I '

_ • } I '~:..J o...J'

At liberty since revolt.IIreported
March. 1951. ALAMO bGliev~ be in

,

~--------"""~-A""p-r-i~l-,~1""'9"'5~1"",---::I~n~s-u""l""'a-r
Police confiscated Ah1MO's revolver.
Juno 25, 1951, 'Insular Police reported
ALAMO holding private conversations with
Nationalist Defense Attorneys, JUAN HER&\NDE~
VALLE and FRAUCISCO HERNANDEZ Vl.RG,\S· in
Ak1MO'S home in Bayamon, Puerto Rico.

(3)

(3) Incarcerated, unfurgoing Insular prose
cution, since revo1t~ Manifested symptoms
of paranoia in May; 1951, but reported re
gaining sanity.

(Incarcerated)

(1) Gavo public addresses at Ponce, PR,
October 12, 1950, and at Fajardo, PR,
October 26, 1950, in his capacity as
President of the NPPR.

(2) Attackod Insular Police from cover of
Nationalist Party Headquarters during
revolt.

(Incarcerated)

(1) Using his farm at Dorado, PR, for
storage of bombs prior to revolt.

(2) Not known to have actively participated
in revolt.

(3) Undergoing Insular prosocution.

r
' .. ,
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BRAVO LOPEZ, FELIX
(At liberty)

(1) Holding position member of National
Board, NPFR.

(2) Not known to have participated'in revolt.

(3) Insular Police investigation, June, 1951,
revealed BRAVO resignod from NPFR following
revolt, but continued to confer with NPPR
members at Isabela, P.R.

BURGOS FUENTES, RAFAEL
(Incarcerated)

(1)

(2) Not known'to have actively participated
in revolt.

(3) Undergoing Insular prosocution.

CANAn{S TORRESOu.., BL:~NC:'

b2
b7D

I

(1)

(2)

(3)

(Incarcerated)

Holding meetings ~ith othor Jayuya, PR,
Nationalists.

A leader in'Nationalist attack at
Jayuya, P.R.

Undergoing Insular and Federal prosecution.
Serving 8-year'Federal sentence at Alderton
Reformatory, Alderton, West Virginia, as a
result of her participation in destruction
of U.S. post Office, Jayuya, during revolt.
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CANCEL RODRIGUEZ, RAFf.EL

b2
b7D

(Incarcerated)

Active as National Board member, NPPR,
and President, Municipal Board, Mayaguez, PRo

Supplied Cadots with firearms and explosives
during revolt, according to witnesses~

: ~~ :~.'::"': •.' •• a :.~.

(Incarcera ted)

Active as member of National Board; ·NPPR,.and
11ving in Aguadll., P ~R.

Not known·to have actively participated
in rcv.olt.

(2)

(1)

(3) At liborty under bail for several months
since revolt. CANCEL was active in
soliciting funds for t:;!cording to
Confidential Informant ' Incarcerated
June 22, 1951, ~lhcn ap an Insula:-
sentence was denied.

(1)

(2)

SJ 100-3

Cl.RDONA RUIZ, TEIESFORO ERNESTO

(3) Undergoing Insular prosecution.

CASTRO ABOL..lFIA, PAULINO
(Incarcerated)

(1)

(2)

NPPR pUblisher.

Not known to havoactively participated
in revolt.

(3) Undergoing Insular prosecution.

,
\
\
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CASTRO RIOS, HERIBERTO

• I" •..
,i .fJ.. . •," '".<

SJ 100-3

(Killed)

(1) Serving as Cadet captain in Utuado, P.R.

(2) Killed in gun battle during revolt.

COLLAZO, OSCMl

(1)

(2)

(3)

CORREA, JUI.N

(1)

(2)

(3)

(Incarcerated)

~ctive in NPPR affairs in New York City.

Traveled to Washington, D.C., in company
with GRISELIO·TORRESOL:., another Nationalist,
and on November 1; 1950, attempted to assassina e
Honorable H!~Y S. TR~\N, President of the
United states. A White House guard was killed.

Convicted of murdor in Federal Court,
washington, D.C. Sont~nccd to be
exocuted October 26; 1951.

(At liberty under bond)

Vice President of New York Municipal
Board, NPPR.

No active partioipationin revolt in Puerto Rioo.

Undergoing Federal prosecution in New
York Cit~for Conspiracy and Obstruction
o~ Justice in connection with the U;S.
Secret Service investigation of attempted
assassination of President TRUMJ,N.
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DE ALBIZU CAMPOS, LAURA MENESES

DE PLATET~ ANGELINA TORRESOLA ROURA

(At liberty)

SJ 100-3

(1)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(At liberty in Havana, cuba)

Conducting NPPR propaganda in Havana, Cuba.

Not known to have participated actively
in Nationalist revolt.

I1ving in Havana, GUba~ and maintaining
contact with other Nationalists in cuba.

Member NPPR, Rio Piedras, P.R.
,

Not known to have participated in
Nationalist Tevolt.

Reported by Confidential InformantOn
January,. 1951, to be in charge of' organizing
Nationalist campaign to raise f'unds for the
legal defense of incarcerated Nationalists.
Attended De Diego Day Nationalist ceremonies
in San Juan, P.R., April 16, 1951.

b2
b7D

DE SANTIAGO GRAFALS, JULIO
(Inoarcerated)

(1) NFPR member at Juncos, P.R.

(2) Not known to have actively participft ad
in revolt.

(3) Undergoing Insular prosecution.
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DEL RIO ADAMES, JULIO RAMON

(Incal' cerated)

(Incarcera ted)

(1) Activ~ as Inspector-Generaloof Cadets
and Confidential Aide to PEDRO ALBI2U 0 CAMPOS.

(2) Not known to have participated in revolt.

(3) Undergoing Insular prosecution.

DIAZ DIAZ, RICARDO, SR.

(1)

(2)

(3)

Actiye as President of Arecibo,PR,
Municipal Board, NPPR~ and member of
National B08~d, NPPR. DIAZ' home in
Barrio Santana; Arecibo, center of
Nationalist activities in Arecibo area.

Insular authori tie s charged DIAZ as a
priacipal in the Arecibo, PR, Nationalist
attack in Hhich four Insular policemen
we~~ Ui1.."!.rdered ..

DIAZ PACHECO, RAINU~'S).

(Killed)

(1) Arrtive as Treasurer-General, NPPR.
Preparing grenades~

(2) Killed while leading attack on the
Governor I s Palace; San Juan,
October 30, 1950.
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ESCOBAR SERRANO, ELIFAZ
(At liberty)

(1)

(2)

(3)

NPPR member, San Juan.

'Not known to have participated in revolt.

Attended NPPR celebration referred to as
"Ponce Massacre" coriuilemoration, March 21,
1951, at Ponce, P.R. No subsequent
~ationalist activity reported.

FELICIANO MORALES, FELIX
(At Uberty)

(1)

(2)

(3)

Functioning as President of Humacao, PR,
Munlcipl. 1 Board, NPPR.

Not known to have participated in rew It.

Attended De Diego Day ceremonies held by
NPPR, April 16, 1951, San Juan, P.R.

GAR CBS DORREGO J CESAR
(At liberty under bond)

(1) NPPR member, Arecibo, PRo

(2) GARCES attacked National Guardsman,
Arecibo, PRo .

(3) Un~~rgoing Insular prosecution. No
Nationalist activity reported since
revolt.
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GARCIA RONDON, FRANCISCA ISOLlNA
(Frequen1;J.y rei'erred to as
IsoUna Rendon)

(At liberty)

(1) NPPR member, Rio Piedras, P.R.
I

(2) Not known to have participated in revolt.

(3) No Nationalist activity reported.

HERNANDEZ RIVERA, GREGORIO
(Incaroerated)

(1)
b7D

(2) Participated in Nationalist attack on
Governor's Palace, San Juan, on
October 30, 1950.

(3) Underwent Insular prosecution - commenaed
to serve maximum sentences of 37 years in
Insular Penitentiary for his participation
in the revolt.

HERNANDEZ VALIE, J1!/,N
(At liberty)

b2

b7D

(1) NPFR member, san Juan.

(2) Not known to have participated in revolt.

(3) Following revolt served as Chief Counsel in
NPPR legal derense. Personally solicited
funds ror NPFR legal d~e in February, 1951.
Confidential Informantl---Jadvised that HERNANDEZ
VALIE had apparently been acting as liaison
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HERNANDEZ VARGAS, FRANCISCO

I
I.
I

SJ 100-3

- b2

b7D between ALBIZU CAMPOS an members of the
NPPR following the inCQidn of ALBIZU.
Confrdential Informant advised that
ALBIZU CAMPOS may be groom HERNANDEZ VALLE
to take over the leadership of the Nationalist
Party. In June, 1951, Insular Police reported
private conversations were being held between
HERNANDEZ VALLE and JUAN ALAMO DIAZ, a
prominent Nationalist, at the latter's home
in B~yamon, P.R.

(A t 11berty)

(1) NPPR member, Rio Piedras, P.R.

(2) Not known to have participated in revolt.

(3) Acting as Defense Counsel for ALBIZU CAMPOS
and other NPPR leaders and members during
their prosecution, following the revolt.
Insular Police advised June 25, 1951, HERNANDEZ
VARGAS had engaged recently in private con
versations with JUAN ALAMO DIAZ, a prominent
Nationalist,in the latter's home in Bayamon•

•rACA HERNANDEZ, JUAN
(Incarcerated)

(1) Active as Cadet captain, Arecibo, P.R.'

(2) l~sular authorities charged JACA as a
principal in the Arecibo Nationalist attack
i~ which four Insular Policemen were murdered.

(3.) Undergoing
JUARBE, JUANJUARBE

(1)

(2)

(3)

Insular prosecution.

·(At liberty. in Havana, cuba)
Active in Havana, Cuba, as NPPR secretary
of Foreign Affairs. .
Not known to have participated in revolt.

Living in Havana, Cuba, in contact with
other NPPR members. NPPR secretary of Foreign
Affairs.
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LEBRON SOTOMAYOR, GONZALO

SJ 100-3

b2
b7D

(1)

(2)

(3)

••~.n ..-., ,lr~"'T'
'. " -: .. - ";- "'::'
• - -t ".. ' .--

(At liberty)

organizing NPPR, Chicago, Illinois.

Not known to have actively participated in
. revolt.

On Apr!l 6, 1951, al~::djng to ::'C:gO :00-
fident~al Informant I
totalling $200 from cago, II no a, 0
JUAN rERNANDEZ VALLE, Chief Defense Counsel
for the NPPR, San Juan.

LOPEZ DE VICTORIA LABOY, TOMAS

(1)

(2)

(3)

(Incarcerated)

Admitted to FBI Agents in November, 1950,
that immediately prior to revolt, he, aa
Colonel of the cadets, had been arranging
for the October uprising.

Insular authorities charged LOPEZ as a
principal in the Arecibo Nationalist attack
in which four Insular Policemen were murdered.

u~dergoing Insular prosecution.

¥;!\LJ)ONADO RODRIGWZ, AGUSTIN

b2
b7D

(At libe~ty)

(1) Attending me'3ti ngs, NPPR, Rio Piedras, PR.

(2) Not known to have participated in reVolt.

(3) Reported by Confidential Informant I 1
have collected funds for legal defense, NP~R,
since revolt. Attended De Diego Day ceremonies,
NPPR,' April 16, 1951, San Juan.
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MATOS GARCIA, PELEGRIN

b2
b7D
b7C

(At liberty in Havana, Cuba)

(1) Attending National University, Havana, cuba.

(2) Not known to have participated in revolt.

(3) Confidentiel Informantl ladvised that
MATOS had been in contact with other NPPR
members in Cuba and had been taking ao
active part in NPPR affairs in Cuba.
likewise adY1Srd that on December 13, ,

I . JAIME BENITEZ, Rector of
university of P~erto Rico, who was attending
a U.N.E.S.C.O. Convention in Havana, Cuba.

MATOS PAOLI, FRANCISCO
(Incarcerated)

(1)

(2)

(3)

Has active. as Secretary-General of the NPPR.
In public speech June 11, 1950, urged audience
to prepare to fight and shed their blood in
the event of revolution.

Not known to have actively participated in
rovolt.

Undergoing Insular prosecution.

MRDINA RANIREZ, RAMON"
(Incarcerated)

(1) ActivQ as a member of the National Board,
NPPR. Was writing book liThe Liberating
Movement in the History of Puerto Rico ll which
book had not yet been pUblished as of date of
Nationalist revolt.

(2) Not known to have actively participated in revolt.

(3) Undergoing Insular prosecution.
I
I
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(1)

(2)

b2
b7D

b7C

(3)

(At liberty in New York City)

Active as NFPR Observer' at United Nations.

Not known to have actively participated in
revolt, however, New York Confidential Informant

r----ladvined that on October 31, 1950, MIELKE
~duced an NPPR petition to the United .

Nations Secretariat, demanding immediate
United Nations intervention in Puer,to Rican
affairs.

New York Confidential IilformantIlad
vised in Nov~mber, 195D, that h~rstood

I I
MORPEAU, PIERRE MORAVIAH

(At liberty in Haiti)

(1) Active as Env0Y Extraordinary of the NPPR
in Haiti.

(2) No~ ynown to have participated in Nationalist
r8'!01t.

(3 ) No Nationalist activity reported since revolt.

~0:(~CA VALENTIN, LUIS
(Inoarcerated)

(1) NPPR member, Mayaguez, PR, and an orator
.f 0:t' Party.

{2} N"t known"to have actively particips; ed
iu I-evolt.

{3} Undergo1ng Insular prosecution.
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MUNIZ SANTOS ~ MELITON

(1)

(2)

(3)

(Inoar cerated)

President of MUnicipal Board, NPPR, ponoe, PRo

Participated in Nationalist ambush of
Insular Police at Penuelas, PR, October 30, .
1950, which precipitated Nationalist revolt.

Undergoing Insular prosecution.

NEGRON RODRIGUEZ, JOSE ANTONIO

(1)

(Incarcerated)

President, NPFR, Municipal Board, Naranjito, PR,
and leader in preparations for Naranjito attack
of october 30, 1950.

(2) Leader of Naranjito attack, October 30, 1950.

(3) Undergoing Insular prosecution.

0' NEILL ROSARIO, LUIS MANUEL
in Havana, Cuba)(At liberty

IIstated that O'NEILL h'fa!l,d~.l<..l/.~l.Ul.l.l.-~_---,
'gaTheri .of NationaHsts

( 1)

Refused to
on n Violation of
Act of 1948.

(2) No~ known to have actively participated
in revolt.

b2
b7D

(3) Arrived Havana, CUba, November 16, 1950,
where he took up.residence with PELEGRIN MATOS
GARCIA and NOE MARTI, NPPR members from Puerto
Rico. Told Cuban Police Officer that he
was not complying with SSA,1948, because he
considers 1. t a "Yankee 1awll and he is a Puerto·
Rioan citizen rather than an American citizen.
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PABON RIOPEDRE~ PEDRO ULISES

,

(Incarcerated)

. ..:
~i

....:~

.I

(1)

(2 )

(3)

Was in contact with PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS
two days prior to Nationalist revolt.

Not known to have actively participated in
revolt.

Undergoing Insular prosecution.

PEDROZA RIVERA, RAMON

PINTO GANDIA, JULIO

P-~OLDS, RUTH MARY

( rncaroerat,ed)

(1) Captain of Cadets, Ponce, PRo

(2) Participated in the murder of Corporal AURELIO
MIRANDA at Ponce, PR, October 30, 1950.

(3) undergoing Insular prosecution.

(At liberty under bond)

(1) Active as President, New York Municipal
Board, NPPR.

(2) Accused in Federal Court, New York City, o£
conspiracy in the'attempted assassination of
President HARRY S~ TRUMAN, November 1, 1950.

(3) Undergoing Federal prosecution, New York City.

(Incarcerated)

(1) Active as NPPR propagandist and representative
of American League for Puerto Rican Independence.

(2) Not known to have actively participated in
revolt.

(3) Undergoing Insular prosecution.
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RIVERA MELENDEZ, PEDRO
(At liberty)

(1)

(2)

(3)

Active as member of National Board, NPPR.

Not known to have actively participated in
revolt.

Arrested November 3, 1950, by Insular Police
as a suspect in connection with Nationalist
revolt, but released after questioning. No
Nationalist activity reported since revolt.

RIVERA OCASIO; Al~ONIO
(At liberty)

£P: VERA PEREZ; JACINTO

ItIVErlA WALKER, ALVARO

(1) Active as manber of National Board, NPPR,
and active in NPPR matters, Canovanas, P.R.

(2) Not known to have actively participated in
Nationalist revolt.

(3) Resigned from NPPR following revolt. No
reports of Nationalist activity since revolt~

(At liberty in Venezuela)

(1) Activ~ as Vice president of NPPR, though
living in Venezuela.

(2) Not known to have participated in revolt.

(3) No Nationalist activity reported concerning
RIVERA since revolt.

(Incarcerated)

(1) NPPR member, Aguadilla, PRo

(2) Engaged in gun battle with police from cover of
NPPR headquarters, San Juan, October 30, 1950.

r--,
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ROIG DE LEUCHSENRING, EMILIO

SJ 100-5

(5)

(1)

(2)

(3)

.• '0" rf,'1f
\:.-:1'''. I~U~ __ I.

Has begun to serve indeterminate sentence
of two to 12 years for his participation
in Nationalist revolt.

(At liberty in Havana, CUba)

Acti va as leader of the Cuban ASsocist ion for
the Independence of Puerto Rico and considered
to be a member of the 'Nationalist "delegation"
to tho United Nations.

Hot known to have participated in·Nationalist
revolt •.

Leader of Cuban Assooiation for the Independence
of Puerto nico, residing in Havana, cuba. .

ROLON MARRERO; RUFINO

b7D (1) Had been active
NPPR.

(Incarcerated)

inI
L

_

(2) Not known to have participated actively in
revolt.

(5) Undergoing Insular prose~tion.

~Q~ADO MORALES, :S~9EL

(1)

(2)

(5)

(Incarcerated).

Acti~e as member of National Board, NPFR,
attending NPPR public and pr1v~e meetings.

Arrested by Insular Police, October 51, 1950,
ROSADO was defiant of authorities.

Again arrested on November 6, 1950, at Fajardo,
PR, by Insular Polico. Again defiant. In
January, 1951, conducted NPPR propaganda and
in consequence was arrested and incarcerated
by Insular Police. She 1s undergoing Insular
Prosecution.
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(3) Undergoing Insular prosec1.:,ti on.

SALTl'JU CRESPO. DOMINGO
( Incarcerated)

(1) Bodyguard qf ALBI?U CA1'11'08.

(2) Not known to hsre actively participated in
revolt.

(3) undorgoing Insular prosecution.

••

Not known to have actively participated
in revolt. '

(Incnrcerated)

Active as Treasurer of San Juan Municipal
Board, NPfR.

•,

(2 )

( IncarcerE.ted)

(1) Active as President, santurca, ~~nicipal

Board, NPPR.

(1)

SANTIAGO DIAZ, VIDAL

SJ 100-3 ,

ROSADO ORTIZ'; PABLO

b2
b7D

(At liberty)

NPPR member, San Juan.

Not known to have actively participated in
rovolt.

Identified byIIas having participated in
NPPR ceremon~APril 16, '1951, San Juan, PH,

". De Diego Day celebration. No other Bationa'l.iat
activity reported.

, ~ ~t'~';f;";~1~ __ "1T.l":l~ ',' ,OJ ... - :j,._., ..~ ."

(3)

(1)

(2)

(2) Engaged in prolonged gun ba~tle with Insul~

Police. B~rrio Obrero, santurce, puerto Rico,
October 31; 1950.

(3) Undergoing Insular prosecution.

g~11.AGO LOPEZ. ANGEL

l..
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TORRES ACEVEDO, DAMIAN

(1)

(2)

(3)

"d~':"',,, ..... ,.,,
:- y.' I,; ".~ ~\ .. :~.... . . ",.. " "- . ,/.... .....

(At liberty under bond)

Active as President of NPPR MuniciIR 1
Board, utuado, PR, and member of National
Board, NPPl\.

Charged by Insular authori tie s lot th
being a principal in the Nationalist attaok
at Utuado, PR.

Undergoing 'Insular prosecution. At liberty
under $106,000 bond. Insular Police, Utuado,
have advised TORRES has not'participated in
Nationalist aotivities since revolt.

TORRES MEDINA, MANUEL
(Killed)

TORRESOLA ROURA; DORIS

:rORRESOLA ,ROURA, ELlO

(1) Active as President of NPPR Municipal Board,
Rio Piedras, P.R.

(2) Killed while attacking Governor1sPalace,
San Juan, October 30, 1950, 1n company
with other Nationalists.

(Incarcerated)

(1) Member of NPPR. acting as housekeeper
for ALBIZU CAMPOS at NPPR Headquarters,
san Juan.

(2) In NPPR Headquarters during revolt.
Was wounded by gunfire.

(3) Undergoing Insular prosecution.

(Incarcerated)

(1) Active as Treasurer; NPPR MunicipallBoard,
Jayuya, Puerto Rico.
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(,,~c.
~.,,~.~~~

(2) A leader of Nationalist attack ~

Jayuya, PR, during revolt. Activities
included attack on Insular Police Station,
U.S. Post Office and n.s.Selective
Service Board, Jayuya, PRe

(3) undergoing Insular and Federal prosecution.

VELAZQUEZ OLMEDO, ERASMO
(At liberty)

JELEZ LUGO, JOSE ANTONIO

(1) Active as a leader of NPPR in caguas, PRo

(2) Insular police at Caguas, observing VE~\ZQ.UEZ

during revolt, reported a gathering of
Nationalists at his store on October 31, 1950.
Group dispersed without taking action.
VELAZQUEZ not known to have actively parti
cipated in revolt.

(3) VELt,ZQUEZ was arrested by Insular Police,
Caguas, November 3~ 1950, following revolt,
but was released. ,No charges were formulated
against him. Insular Police observing VELAZQUEZ
since revolt have reported no partioipation .
in Nationalist activities.

(Inoarcerated)

(1) In charge of military and firearms instruction
for NPPR cadets in }~yaguez, PRe

(2) Fired upon Insular Police at Mayaguez, PR,
October 31, 1950, during revolt.

(3) Underg6ing Insular Prosecution. ~hile incar
cerated at Mayaguez District Jail, participated
in attack on jail guard. Investigation refleoted
this attack was based on personal reasons and
did not represent an attempt to escape jail.
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VELEZ RIECKEHOFF, MAXIMO CARLOS
(IncaI' cerated)

(1) President and only member of NPPR
Municipal Boerd at Ciales, P.R.

(2) Not known to have actively participated in
revolt.

(3) undergoing Insular prosecution.

VILLAFANE FIGUEROA, VALENTIN
(At libert~ under bond)

(1) Active as President, Municipal Board, NPPR,
FajBr'do, P.R.

(2) Not known to have aotively participated
in revolt.

(3) Undergoing Insular prosecution. At
liberty under $25,000 bond. Insular
Po110' ob,.rvl,. ..,.Z,/".OtlVlt", .1no.
revolt have advised of 0 Nationalist
activity on his part.

1

"cl,;n~.- '\":<'.-1' : .~~
',~'. :,' i"" 'y72 '., ",. ',~' 'j. .. _. ~"- ~ -: .. :"

.~~~
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b2
b7D

~If'''~~'';f'~it~l..;=> lli
5' ... CIRildestine Organization thin the NPPR

Confidential Informant n has provided information
on several occasions since the N~nalist revolt of October,
1950, concerning a different concept of NPPR organization
which had been secretly taught to selected members of the NPPR
since 1949 by a group of party leaders. This concept is set
out below, in summarized form:

a. Phases

First phase: the political phase

This phase includes sympathizers; members and
officers of the tradit ional organization of the NPPR.

Second phase: the arevolutionary" phase

This phase consists of a group of fanatic Nationalis
which composes an:;.. suioid<r: squadron" available for dangerous
assignments under the command of the fourth phase, though unaware
of its plans.

Fourth phase: special confidential phase

This phase is composed of a few leaders in charge
of the third phase. This phase was responsible for making plans.

Confidential Informantc===Jadvised thct the third
and fourth phases were known' C'.s the "Manigua" I a term which was
copied from a Cuban revolutionary organization of that name.
Informant advis cd that the name "Manigue." (Spanish for jungle)
had been used by the Cuban group because, as a guerilla force,
they utilized the jungle as their hideout.

b. Leaders (i.e. Members of the Fourth Phase)

Informant identified the following individuals
as leaders, that is members of the fourth phase.

I
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B~ MEMBERSHIP

"~ol',.... ,._,... "
',"': •. - . I.-

".-.";1 ...:. _" •• ----'

This section will discuss what membership in the
NPPR is~ what methods are used to rocruit members. and haw
many members there are in P~erto Rico. The latter sub-section
will be divided to sho~v liuw many ;'!lembers there are in tho main
group of the Party; ho..,.; !.1ar.y cadets. and how many members of
the nurse corps t,~ere ~re" The number ot memDers will be
!lot out by Municipal Boards, which are the b'udc units into
which the members are grouped.

1 ~ vIhb.t mOlub orship is.

a. Definition

nA member of the NPPR is a person
who will cooperate with the Party in
the accomplishment of its a1m: in
dependence for Puerto Rico."

(Confidential Informantc=JMay. 1951)

b2
b7D

Confidential InformantD gave the defini tion b2
quoted above with the explanation that mombers vary in the b7D
kind of cooperation they give, and the lengths to which they will
go in assisting the Party to accomplish its aim.

The informant advised that a single standard
such as the taking of an oath or the possession of a membership
card is not always accurate in identifying members of the NPPR
because such technicalities are sometimes ~cted by the
members them3elves~ Confident ial Informantl--j provided like b2
information in May; 1951< Requirements for membership in the b7D
NPPR are nof, ~ta~0c. in the ?RINGIPLES OF THE NPPR dated 1926
at San Juan; Puerto nico, nor in any of the available revisions
of the NPFR C0nstitutio~ and by-laws since that date; nor is a
member defL10tl tllGrei:1., Disciplinary regulations relating to
offenses for which membership may be lost do appear in the NPPR
Constitution and are sUIlll11arizad in Section B- 1 below.
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b. working donn!tion

A working definition of Q membor of the
NPPR ,has been compiled from an eXSJIllnation of NfP: :::u:tion b2
~onios desoribed by Confidential Informant~Lland
l---J from Artiole 39 (Disciulinary Regulations) o Urrent b7D
NPPR Constitution and from information received which roflects
various forms of cooperation with the NPPR.

This definition is intended to be
sufficiently comprehensive to include as NPPR members all
persons who are available to the leadors of the NPPR for servic
in various phases of Party actiVity. The ~orking definition
will be used to serve as a standard for calculating membership
statistics.

Working definition of Q member of
the NPPR:

A member of the NP~R is Q person
who ful.fills the requirements of any of the
following criteria:

(1) Has t~ken the oath of membership in the
NPPR.

(2) Has boon issued a memborship card.

(3) Holds any offioe in the NPPR.

(o?\,) H!',s fll,tender: more than one private meeting

,~ '.
'.
t·:·'

....

1

,,
1,',?

1
'.•;j

......... _--

b2
b7D

, (Grnn,u~r"b~,a} Informantsl , and
c=J!lE'.ve !?,'~'r:: sa': tha"; the j{,:,PR o,~ot'.sional1y

:'n-.-'1':;ss a ~JE'l'f~O:',l ;;.t is trying tn ir..tersst in
~eco~g ~ m~rr~3r, to attend a private meeting
with. momJ:,d:>'S cf the NPPR) •
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(5)

( 6)

(7 )

(8)

Conducts propaganda for the NPPR.
'\

Pays dues to the NPPR.

Has participated in NPPR acts of
violenoe.

Has professed or admitted adherence
to the NPPR beliefs and principles.

c. The oath of membership

(1) Written oath

NPPR documentar7 material seized b7
Insular Polioe from NPPR headquarters following the Nationalist
revoltinoluded cards entitled "Tarjeta de Afiliacion"
(Affiliation card) bearing dates from the approximate date
of founding 01' the NPPR up to and inclUding 1948. These ca;rda
reflected an oath whose wording, identical in each case,
appears below in ita English translation:

"I treelY' and voluntarily declare my
entrance into tho Nationalist party of
puerto Rico, committing all mY' personal
and economic resources to the accomplish
ment of the independence of Puerto Rico,
in accordance with the program of the
Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico and the
principles enunciated by the Master, .
PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS,; So Help Me God.

Signaturo ,,;-. "
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These cards boro printed notations that
they were copies for the National Board.

No other evidence of a written oath of member
ship was found among the documontary material recoverod by
tho Insular Police and no information has boon received from
any source indicating th&t a writton oath of this type or
any other has' been necessary for membership in the NPPR since
1948.

(2) oral oath

sis of

o en a orman B e
sources concerningoralrs from 1932
to 1950, roveals that such oaths have varied in structure
and content~ while retaining as a common denominator the vow
to devote life and possessions to the cause of independence
for Puerto Rico.

b2
b7D

Confidential Informantc===Jprovided
an oral 'oath in 1944 which' was then in use by the Party.
This oath; which was inclusive of tho major points contained
in oral oaths used by the NPPR from 1932 to 1950, is set out
below in its English translation:'

I will not accept any type of United states
Government employment.

If necessary, I will give my life for Puerto
Rico.

I do not recognize any country as mine except
Puorto Rico.

I will not help the govornment of the United
states until Puerto Rico is free.

~..
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I will never cqrnpaign against the
Nationalist Party.

I will not become a member of the armed
forcos of the Unitod Statos.

I realize that if I botray the confidence
of tho Party,I will 'be roquired to pay for this
perfidy with my life.

r will do everything in my power to obtain
independence for Puorto nico by. any means
available to m0.

I will not join any other party unless tho
executivo board approves~

b

b2
b7c
b7D

gave a sworn statement to
~Tft~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ichreflectad that the oath

taken by NPPR members upon their entrance into the Party
includes the vow to defend the independence of Puerto Rico
and te give ono's life and all one possesses in the servico of
the nativG M,nd. :!CCO;~ing to inforrow,tion from Confidential
Infonn antsl or _1 and other sources, oandidates for NPPR
membership are roqu~re to placo their left hand on the. NPPR
flag While taking the oral oath of mombership in the NPPR.

b7D
and into tho cadet organization of the NPPR,

~a:-:r:-:e""-s:-:o:-r--:-:':"r"""T.::--s-=-:!a c t ions ·A and ..C,. ro spo ct iva ly 0 f this r 0 port

~
..

. .:. '.-. -~ .. ,.;;:':.'::_,-<o: ••t-- .
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d. Identification cards

NPPR membership cards and identifying
oertificates which have come to the attention of this office
include I

Tarjeta de Afiliacion - Affiliation card
or Membership Card

credencial Patriotica - Patriotic .
. Credential, the more recent membership

card.

Miscellaneous credentials identifying
NPPR delegates to the National Board;
to the National Assembly; and identl:f'ying
NPPR representatives to the World powers,
and to friends of the Liberating Movement.

certificado de Cooperacion - Certificate
of Cooperation (i!:conomic)

All but the last named certificate refleot either
specifically or by·implication that the person named is a
member of the NPPR, The Certificate of cooperation, however,
is not limited in distribution to bonafide members of the
NPPR, as will be shown below, but is presented to members and
non-members alike who coopers.te financially ~li th the NPPR.

(1) Tarjeta de Afiliacion (membership card)

A sample of this type of membership
card, seized in large quantities by the
Insular Police from NPPR headquarters, San
Juan, Puerto Rico, following the Nationalist
revolt, and bearing dates from 1922 through
1948, follows I
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~~!A DE AFILIACION

Par la presentEl, voluntaria y libremente, declaro mi
ingreso al Partido Nacionalista de puerto nico, comprame
tiendo todo mi esfuerzo personal y economico hacia el 10
gro de 1& Ind13pend13ncia cie Puerto Rico de acuerdo con el
programa del Partido N~~ionalista y con los prinoiplos e
nunciados pOI' el Maestro Don Pedro Albizu Campos. Y asi
Dios me ayude.

(Signed)

(Fecha)-29tubr~_~1119~2

Pablo Rosado Ortiz

Nombre del afiliado___ Pablo Roaa~o ortiz
. J I b7CApartado 0' Calle . _

Ciudad de au residencia san Juan, _p'-o~R~.~ -I

Transb.ted in~··r· English; tbJ.s CQ:,d reads as follows:

(The oath set out in this apaee on the card appears
in English translation in sub-section B,1,c,(1) above.)

(Date) .

Name of affiliate __

BoX or street _

City of residence _
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b2 Confidential Informantsl ladvised
b7D .in March, 1949, and May, 1951, respectively, that by 1949 the

Tarjeta de Afiliacion had been replaced as a membership card
by the Credencial Patriotica, described below.

(2)

b2
b7D

credencial Patriotica (Patriotic
Credential,i.e~, membership card)

Documentary material seized b~

Insular police from NPPR headquarters following the Nationalist
revolt, inoluded several copies of correspondence addressed
to JULIO DE SANTIAGO, Treasurer-General of the NPPR, bearing
dates from January, 1948, to January, 1949, from Municipal
Board_Presidents, indicating that Pat~iotic Credenti~ls were

t~~;~~~~cm~~~e~:r~~i~4~~!t~h;~m~he ~~~;i~~~~iarl \
credenti~ intendea--ror use~ .Nl'.PR.._mem'bership card '.
for 1949. Confidential Informan~a~d in May, 1951, \
that the last such 'card was issued, to the best of his knowiedge'l
in January, 1949. This informant advised that the card was
used by NPPR members for the purpose of mutual identification,
and admission to NPPR closed meetings. --l

The Patriotic Credential iss~ched
below for recognition purposes. The sketch below is a copy of
a credential found among the document~·y evidence seized by
Insular Police fram NPPR headquarters following the Nationalist
revol t. It is' enlarged trom the original size of 3" x 4" for
easier reading.
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'._;;;d~Jiacionalista~
(%,¢'l. ~~ _

CREDENCIAL - 7
PATRlorrCA /

--+__ NPffi
Revo1utionazy
Flag

NPPR Flag
(or Puerto
Rican flag)

(The flags shown are described ilJ.~ in Section A )

REITERSE SIDE

C-:rn-T-IF-rc-O-------·---------1'
que el senor Mario Figueroa

es un miembro activo y militante del Movilniento
Libertador de Puerto Rico. I

Y para que asi sea reconocido como tal, extien
desole 1a presente credencial patriotica.

Julio de Santi ago
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English translation

FROm SIDE

,

The banner on top: Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico

caption under banner: Patriotio Credential·

caption below crossed flags: National Board

REVERSE SIDE

I CERTIFY:

That Mr. Mario Figueroa is an active
and m~litant member in the vanks of the
Liborating Movement of Puerto Rico.

And so that he may be recognized as such
there 1s being extended to him this Patriotic
Crodential.

(S igne d)__"'1iJU~L:.::I-::,O:-::D:::E:=:S~A~NT::-I~A=:G:-i0~_-,
Treasurer General

San Juan Bautista, puerto Rico
Deoomber 19, 1948

Note: This credential serves only for purposes
of identification. It is good for one
year. It is issued through the contri
bution of $1.00 for the purpose of main
taining the movement.

. .'.~

.1

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



'i 'j

SJ 100-3

e., , .,.... - -:

.,

,,
.\.,
. ,.,

i

b2
b7D

No information has been received indicating
that membership cards have been issued by ths NPPR sincs early
1949.

I
(3) Misoellaneous Credsntials

\
Confidehtial Informantr--1dvissd

in May, 1951, that NPPR delsgatas to the Na~ionkrlr:fsemblY
generally vlear a small identifying card, ·on their lapel
reflecting the word "Dslegado" (Delegat:~). .

Among document~ry material seized by
Insular Police following the Nationalist revolt, from the home
of PAULINO CASTRO~ former secretary-Gener~l of the NPPR, was
a shoat of papsr bearing the wrl'y;1ng, (trarslated into English)

NATIONALIST BOARD OF VIEQ~S, P.R.

CREDENTIAL

I certify that th~bearer; ,FELIPE BENITEZ
RIVERA, is a delegate of this Board to
the National Board meeting of November 18
at 9:00 AM.

Given at Vieques, November 16, ~945.

(Signed) ADRIAN EMERIC
President, Nationalist
MUnicipal Board of Vieques, P.R.

Documentary material similarly' seized by Insular
Police from' the home of RAMON MEDINA RAMIREZ. prominent
Nationalist~ included a letter dated July 30, 1950, bearing
the oaption Nationalist Party of puerto Rico. Office of the
Pres:ldent.· The letter was addressed to all Powers and friends
of the Liberating Movement of Puerto Rico. It was.signed by
PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS .and certified by FmNCISCO MATOS PAOLI, .
Secretary General of the NPPR. The letter reflected that RAMON
MEDINA RAMIREZ h~d been namsd Special Representative of the
Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico. and requested a~ person to
whom this certifioate was presented to give cooperation to MEDINA
for the auocess of hlsmisslon.

89 .'

;;~
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(4) Certificado de Cooperacion (Oertificate
of Cooperation)

Among doouments reoovered by the Insular
Police at NPPR headquarters following the Nationalist revolt,
were copies ot a certificate issued in 1946 by JULIO DE SANTIAGO,
Treasurer General of the t~PR, to individuals who had cooperated
in the NPPR drive for funds.

The certificates wore printed in Spanish
and bore the fol~ng heading (which is repeated in Spanish
for recognition purposes) .

PARTIDO NACIONALISTA DE PUERTO RICO

JUnta Naoional

certificado de cooperation·

(In thi~ space, crossed Nationalist
and NPPR revolutio~ry flags appear
as on the Credencial Patriotlca
described abovo)

Below the crossed flags' appears a
d&dication in Spanish, Which, translated into English, reads
as follows: . .

"In recognition of the valuable economio
oooperation offered by, .
to the Liberating Movement or Puerto Rico,
the National Board of the NPPR extends to
him this diploma in just recognition
of his patriotism and love of the cause
of liberty of our Fatherland.

"Given at San Juan de Bautista, Puerto
Rico, on the 19th day ot December, 1948.

(Signed)~JU~L~I~O~S~A~N~T*IA~G~O~~
Treasurer General II

90
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'In the same material appeared a letter from MIGUEL
LEON RAMIREZ, NPPR Officer ·at Guayamaj Puerto Rico,. dated
January 8, 1949, addressed to JULIO DE SABTIAGO, which pro
vided a list of persons who should raceive Certii'icates of
Cooperation and a list of persons who should receive the
Patriotic Credential. The di~tlnotion was made in this letter
that the individuals to reoeive the Patriotic Credential were
"bonafide" members of the ·NPPR.· It was noted, however, that all
of the individuals recommended for the Patriotio Credential .
were also recommended to receive the Certii'icate of Cooperation.

'/ Another letter included in the ,same material
(rbore the heading Ponce Municipal Board, NPPR, January 10, .

1949; and was addressed to' JULIO DE SANTIAGO, Treasurer General,
NPPR. In this letter ESTANISLAO LUGO SANTIAGO, Secretary of
the Ponce Munioipal Board, also made a distinction between
bonafide Nationalists and individuals who could be rei'erred to
as 1'inancial IICooperators." This letter refers to previous
correspondence, apparently. having tp do' with individuals Who
were to receive certific~tes ofCooperation.~

e. Procedure in becoming a member

(1) Civilian Section (NPPR Proper)

Confidential Informantr---lprovided
the following information in May, 1951, concerntng-ihe usual
way in which persons have become members of the NPPR.

The potential member has expressed an
interest in the NPPR, usually to a friend in the
Party.

The friond brings the potential
member to a Municipal Board meeting. He is
introduced to members and is allowed to observe
part of the meeting, which does not deal with
confidential items. He is also observed by
members of the Board and is questioned by them
to determinahis attitude toward independence for
Puerto Rico.

b2

b7D

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



SJ 100-3

e• e•

.;,,
I

b2

b7D

Arter being introduced to the Municipal
Board'members and prior to induction into the
Party~ a candidate is expected to pay dues to
tho Party as an expression of his good faith.

If the candidate is deemed acoeptable
(by virtue or his aooord Vlith Party aim and
policies) the President of the Municipal Board
usually administers a verbal oath to the can
didate • This oath inoludes a vow that the
candidate is ~lling to give life and fortune
for the securing of independence for puerto
Rico. Formality in entvance requirements is
generally considered less important than a
working lmowledge on the part of fellow members
that tho new meniber is uilling and able to
take orders and to work strenuously for the
aocomplishment of the' Party's objeotive.

The informant advised that il. membership
oard may be issued to the new member, though
this is not always done.

Informant advised that the above prooedure
was gonerally applied prior to the rGvolt of 1950. He advised
that he know of no instance of a person joining tho NPPR sinoe
the revolt.

Confidentiel It1i'ormant 0 advised in
December~ 1950~ that induction prooedure followed in the Arecibo,
Puerto Rico, area prior to tOG revolt was generally thus:

b2

b7D

To beoome a member of the NPPR, an
individual had to be recommended to a Munioipal
Board by a reliable momber. The prospective
member was instructod briefly in the ideals
and purposes or the NPPR. If accepted, the
person gave $1.00 as an'i~tion fee and was
given a membership card. l---Jadvised th~t an
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,

oath was not necessary; though the individual
was o~ected to give allegiance and finanoial
assistanco to t);'le Party. Infomant advised
that the member was not required to swear to
give his life for tne NPPR~

(2) Mil1tarr Section (Cadet organization)

h:1' induction ceremonies, described
by confidential Informant in section C of this report,
resemble. the cere~~nies or entranoe into the oivilian section
ot the NPPR, with the differonoe that instructions to cadet
candidates sometimes include a statement that the purpose of
the NPPR is to overthrow the United states Gover1'llllent in
Puerto Rico and that the cade.t is expected to fight, if necessary,
and, if necessary, to give his life. to accomplish this -end.

(3) Cland~stine Section

Notel Confidential Informantl=-::T"""_
adVised in May, 1951, that
induction in the clandestine
seotion of the party, described
in Section A 5, of this report,
presupposes that the candidate
must have joined the party
through tho civilian section or
the cadet section and must have
been a fUnotioning member of the
organization in one of those
phases~

t. How membor-ship may be lost

Article 39 of the NPPR Constitution and B.7M

laws (sot out in fUll in the appendix section of this report)
reflects several offensos which are punishable by loss of
membership in ·the NPPR. These are summarized below:

93~
'"'' <:''.'''.,<:",'.''F'

'.' .... "\;. •. (f.'
. :..;r..: '. . :

. ".... . .
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Disobedionoe to official NPPR orders.

Failure to conform with NPFR doctrine and
policy.

Affiliation with any other political ~r

ganization, evon though such organization may
claim to work for the independence of Puerto
Rico.

Article 39 continues by stating that an individual
committing any of the above offenses shall be expelled from the
Party, though if expelled from a Municipal Board, he may
appeal to the National Board, and from there to the National
AssemblYt which shall make a final decision.

Confidential Inforrnan~advised in May, 1951,
that actual Party practice has boe~allow a member to commit
three offenses before expo11ing him, though he may be expelled'
by ALBIZU CAMPOS at any time for any offense named in the
Cons1titution. The informant cited the case of JUAN ANTONIO .
CORRETJER, Secretary General of the NPPR in 1943, who lNaS ex
pelled !'rom the NPPR in that year by ADBIZU CAMPOS ,for ox
pression of political opinion which was more Communist than
Nationalist in charaoter.,

2. RecrUiting Mothods

This SUb-section sets out a S\1nnnary of NPPR
recruiting methods and special recruiting c.rilTes.

a. General recrUiting method~

. . Information from Conf'id'9ntia1 Informa.nts[
anCiin MaYtl95l, and from Confidential Informantr=JIT!-=n
Sep~r, 1950, reflects that recruiting methods relied upon
by the NPPR under normal circumstances include:
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(1) The intluence of EDRO ALBIZU
CAMPOS on the public

Confidential Informantsl I b2
II and other sources have been in· agreement that ALBIZOi s b7D
~st hypnotic influence in his personal contacts and pUblic

appearances has been a major factor in recruiting new members
fcr the NPPR.

(2) Follow-up after publio meetings
of the Party

Confidential Infonnant~dvised in
September, 1950, that a technique of recruit~avoredby ,
ALBIZU CAMPOS, has been to take advantage of the impression
left by an NPPR publio meeting in a partiQ1lar town by following b2
up with intensified recrUiting and organizing activities in b7D
that area. .

(3) Influence of members on friends
and acquaintances

. Confidential Informantsr
indicated in May, 1951, that the persuading inr~l~u~e~n~c~e~o~r~
members on their friendS and acquaintanoes has been the most
common method of recruiting Party members over the years.

b. Special recrUiting drives

Special recruiting drives illustrate certain
special methods devised by the Party for reoruiting new members 0.

A description of outstanding recruiting drives and methods
used in these drives is set out below:

(1) 1920's: recruiting and organizing
of the NPPR

According to Confidential Informantr----l
and other sources, the principal recruiting method fo11ow~
the early stages· of the Party was a series of public speeches
by ALBIZU CAMPOS. In these speeches ALBIZU utilized psycho1o~al
methods to stimulate and exploit a desire for independence in .
his listeners and followed this by quasi legal exposeo8 of the

"\

..,
. ~
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poU tical,....a.1.tU,ation in Puerto Rico. According to Confidential
Informantl---J ALBIZU CAMPOS spoke rapidly and confusingly
about the latter issues, meanwhile exerting a persuasive
influence on his audience tm:ough his. delivery.

(2) 1932-36. recruiting for Cadet
Organization and Nurse Corps
(Speoial methods: the use of
reoruiting stations; NPPR printed
propaganda)

Confidential Informantllms advised
that the personal influence wielded by ALBI~cAMPOS in the
forming of a Cadet Organization and Nurse Corps during this
period appeared to be very signifioant in the rapid growth
of these organizations.

However, a special method was also
used at that time: records of the U.S. District COurt, San
Juan, P·.R .. 1936 , iIi the case of United States vs. PEDRO
ALBIZU CAMPOS; et al, for Inciting Rebellion, refleot that
on December 8, 1935, the National Board or the NPPR meeting

. at.Caguas, Puerto Rico, resolved that a recruiting station
should be set up at each Municipal Board of the NPPR for
the registration, enlistment and recruitment of NPPR members
and other men into the Liberating Army of the Republic (the
cadet organization). The same records reflect the fulfillment
of this plan during January, 1936, by the actual operation of
suoh recruiting stations in san Juan, Rio Piedras, c~uas,

and other cities in Puerto Rico •

b2
b7D

b2
b7D

. These records reflected also the dis
tribution of printed propaganda intended to assist in the
reoruiting of members for the Liberating Army.

Confidential Informantlladvised recently
that in 1936 the strength of the Nurse CorpB~the Cadet
Organization·proper had risen to about 1000 and 2000 members
respectively, a numerical strength which according to the
informant has never boen approached since that time.

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



" ~ 'f' 1.

SJ 100-3

•• .. "

~~1i
0~

(3) 1945: recruiting drive in
Puerto Rico
(Special method: Proclamation
of Amnesty)

Documentary material seized by Insular
Police from NPPR Headquarters following the Nationalist revolt
of 1950 included 'minutes cf the meeting of the National Board,
NPPR, at San Juan, P.R., dated December 23, 1945, which
reflected a discussion of a plan to bring back into the NPPR
those Nationalists who had defected therefrom. At the same
meeting a resolution was passed by the 'National Board for the
granting of amnesty for that purpose~ Another d'ocument
from the same source consisted ~; of an undated form letter from
PAULINO E. CASTRO, then secretary General of the NPPR, addressed
to Presidents cf the NPPR ~~niclpal Boards in Puerto Rico
announcing a general amnesty for all former members of the
NPPR, indicating that they had only to promise again to offer
life and possessions for the cause of independence for Puerto
Rico in order to be readmitted to the Party.

(4) 1947: recruiting drive following
~urn of ALBIZU CAMPOS to Puerto Rico

(Special method:' Amnesty)

, The Sen Juan daily newspaper EL MUNDO,
issue of December 23, 1947, carried an ofi~cial press release
by the NPPR reflecting that an official Proclamation of General
Amnesty had'oeen issued by that organization. A copy of this
Proclamation, a lengthy document, dated December 21, 1947, and
certified by PAULINO E. CASTRo,secret~r-Gineralof the NPPR,
was supplied by Confidential Informant The main poi~ts

are sUIllI11arized: '

The NPPR was gratified by the return of PEDRO
ALBIZU CAMPOS to Puerto Rico and (inspired by his public pardon
of all of his II porsecutors ll ) extended to all Puerto Ricans
desiring national liberty the opportunity, to come into the
fold of the Liberating Movement.
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No information has been received
reflecting that this amnesty was openly withdrawn since its
issuanoe. It will be noted. however~ that the disciplinary
regulations set out in Article 39 of the current NPPR Con
stitution (printed about 3 months after the fssuafce of the
amnesty, aocording to Confidential Informant stipulates
a more technical procedure for gaining readmittance to the.
Party than was necessary under the terms of the amnesty.

(5) 1948: ALBIZU resumes leadership
of NPPR in Puerto Rico - special
drive for rebuilding Party

b2
b7D

:~,
,.,

(Special methods: ALBIZU orders
leaders to conduct membership cam
paign; acceptance of Army veterans;
high pressure methods by Cadet leaders)

Insular Police Officerr
reported that on March 14, 1948, RAlMUNDODIk~Z~PA~C~HE~C~o~,~w~h~o~
was in charge of the Cadet Organization, had personally
recruited 14 Cadets in one day and taken them to Mayaguez for
induction into the Cadet organization. .

I I
On June 16, 1948, Insular Police Officer

. . reported that a group of 7 Cadets had
been recruited by Cadet captain ANTONIO COLON SANZ, Santurce,
puerto Rico; assisted by the President of the Santurce Municipal
Board, NPPR, VIDAL SANTIAGO DIAZ.

. Confidential Informantlladvisoo. in
June, 1948; that ALBIZU CAMPOS had ordered R~MEDINA RAMIREZ~
his representative. to conduct a membership drivo. The infor
mant advised that 11EDINA SUbsequently visited several towns
in puerto Rico, int~vwing local Nationalist leaders. Con-
fidential Inforrnan said. in. May,1951,that the local leaders
had boen responsible or sccuring candidates for the NPPR in
their respective.areas.
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InfOrmantc===JadVised in
intorested in recruiting
Informants and Insular

vetorans were members of

. In April, 1949; Confidential Informant
r---lreported'information which had come to his attention
~ in JUl~' 1948,f II of Ro piedras, puerto Rico, had held a
meeting wit o~her women to form a Nationalist womens Board
of Rio Piedras. I Iwere
President and secretary of this organization respectively.
Later reports f'rom this informant and other sources failed
to indicate that this organization had developed into a
f'unctioning group.

Confidential
June, 1948~ that ALBIZU· CAMPOS was
1!1orli War II veterans f'or the NPPR.
Police reported that a total of 71
the NPPR by August, 1948.

1949-50: Recruiting falls off,
Confidential Informant r---ladvised in November,

1949, that. Nationalist leaders RA~DINA RAMIREZ and JULIO
RAMON DEL RIO had made a trip to Barranquitas, Puerto Rico, to
try to organize a Nationalist group there. The informant
stated that MEDINA and DEL RIO had been successful· in
recruiting only one new member in Barranquitas.

Confidential Informantr--lestimated in April, 1950,
that·a drop in NPPR membership hb:e:-c:rbcurred during the past
year.

Confidential Informantr---ladvised in September, 1950,
that in a recent attompt by RAF~NCEL, President of the
Mayaguez MUnicipal Board, to recruit members for the Nurse
Corps, only one individual was obtained.
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Membership statistics

a. Estimates of total membership of NPPR
in the past

1932:

1936:

1948: ,

1950:

The total number of persons registered to
vote with the NPPR in the 1932 Insular
elections, according to the records of the
Insular Board of Elections, San Juan, puerto
Rico, was 5257.

Confidential Informantr--ladvisod in
1951 that the membershtp-o? the Cadet
organization at its height in 1936 was
approximately 2000 and the membership
of the Nurse corps was approximately
1000. It is noted that by General
order issued by the National Board of
the NPPR on January 1~ 1936, (reported
in Court records of trial of PEDRO ALBIZU
CAW'OS, et al, in San JUan District court,
1936, for Inciting Rebellion) all male
members of the NPPR over 18 years of age
were ordered to enter the cadet Organi
zation.

The total of all persons reported by the
Insular Polioe and informants as members
or sympathizers of the NPPR in 1948 was
883.

,..In....4pril, 1950, Confi dentia1 Informant
l--jestimated that the membership of the
NPPR, including menfucrs of all kinds, was
apprOXimately 50~.

On November 25, 1950, Lieutenant JUAN
GONZALEZ DELGADO, who was in chargEl of
the Internal Security Bureau of the
Insular Police, estimated, from Insular
Police investigation of the' Nationalist up
rising of 1950, that there were approximately
500 active members of the NPPR in 1950.
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. b~ NPPR membership statistics. 1950,
in Puerto Rico

, A search by Insular Polioe of NPPR Headquarters
in San Jua~ Puerto R1co} following the Nationalist revolt ot
1950, failed to disolose a central list of members ,of the NPPR.
Leaders of the NPPR interviewed following the'Nationalist ,
revolt advised that no mast&r list of members of the NPPR had
been maintained. Confidentiin I1U'orman!f ~dvised in May,
1951. that although constitutional reguIati6 provide for
the maintenanoe of a central list of NPPR members, these
regulations have not been striotly adhered to. No information
has been reoeived from WDy souroe whioh would indioate that
at the time of the Nationalist revolt in October;' 1950,' a oentral
membership list was being'maintained by the NPPR.

Tpe wor~ing definition of a member of the
NPPR. described in section B-l-b above,was used as the
standard in compiling the membership statistics for 1950.
The figures shown represent only those persons who have been
found to fall within the stated oategories during the year
1950. These figures are conservative inasmuch as they
represent only those persons whoae memborship has been con
firmed by investigation on the basis of the criteria composing
the wor~ing definition. The figures do not take into acoount
parsons reported to this office as membors of the NPPR in
Puerto Rico~ concerningWbom proof ot membership in 1950 is
still ~ub3eo~ to oonfirmation.

The figures 'do not include sympathizers or
non·members who could possibly be intlueneed by ALBIZU CAMPOS
or other Party members. A total of parsons who might be in
~nced by ALBlZU CAMPOS was estimated'by Confidential Informant
l---Jin April, 1950~ ,as sevaTa1 thousand~ This informant also
advised thet every Party znamber 'in all probability could
:l.nfluencEl sElveral other persons. Lieutenant JUAN GONZALEZ
DEI.GADO~ identified abovo. estimated in November. 1950. that
the total ot active NPPR members, persons whoso Party member
ship was problemat.14al, and- &Y!IIPiIothlzera wIth the Party was
appro-Jt1IMt.Gl.y -2.000 to 3000.
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IiPl'R MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS ~ PUERTO RICO - 1950

Aguadl11a District
Breakdown

Total
Mombership Cadets Nurses Other Members

Aguada B 0 0 B

Aguadl11a 4 0 0 4

Af1B.eco 2 0 0 2

tratl110 1 0 0 1

Isabela 6 1 0 5

Lares 11 :3 0 B

Marieao 2 0 0 2

Quebradillas B 0 0 8

san Sebastian 13 1 0 12

Arecibo District

Arecibo 35 21 1 lS

Clales 3 0 0 S

Dorado 3 2 0 1
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~. Breakdown··1~';' ... : "I;
Total ., ./ .. -.. _-

Membership cadets NUrses Other Members

Naguabo 2 0 0 2

Rio Grande 5 0 0 5

San Lorenzo 5 1 0 4

Vleques 3 0 0 3

Yabucoa 3 0 0 3

Mayaguez District

Cabo Rojo 11 :5 0 8

Guanica 4 0 0 4

Mayaguez 80 16 3 61

sabana Grande 1 1 0 0

San German 4 1 0 3

Ponce District

Ad jUiltaa 2 0 0 2

Jayuya 40 1 0 39

Ponce 44 9 0 35

Santa Isabel 1 0 0 1
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San Juan District

BayELlllon

Catano

He. to Rey

Nare.njito

Rio Piedras

San Juan

santurce

Toa Baja

Total Membership
in puerto 'Rico

1950 -

'.•

Total
Membership

2.

4

10

12

28

32

57

Ii!

565

cadets

o
o
1

2

1

1

6

o

Cadets

80

Nurses

o

o
o

o
o

o

o

o

Nurses

4

other Members

2

4

9

10

27

31

51

2

other· Me bers

481

>J,

:.. ~, .._~~~·,.:~,j~i~~~~
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Teaching military tactics to ••••• ll
membe:·:·s for purpose of overthrow
of U.S. Government in ?uerto Rico.
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According to AGUEDO RAMOS MEDINA, commandant of
Instruction for the Cadet organization in 1933, the first
title given to this organization by PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS, upon
its formation in 1930, was ncadetes de la Republican (cadets
of the Republic). This title persevered and has been used
interchangeably with the name "Ejercito Ligertadorn (Liberating
AI"1IIY) • The latter name for the Cadet Organization has been
frequently used by ALBIZU CAMPOS and other NPPR leaders in
ofticial references to the Organization.

e,

"cadets of the Republic"
"Liberating Army"

.,..

1. Official names:

c. CADET ORGABIZATION

Variations of the name

ALB:IZU CAMPOS and other Nationalist leaders and members
have occasionally used variations of the titles set out above
in referring to the Cadets of the RepUblic. Some of the
variations used are set out below in their English translation:

Army of Liberation

A~my ot the Republic

Th~ Nat~onalist A~

The Cadet Organization
~ .' I

SJ lOO-~

,
.,

, ,
~he Cadut Corps

Addi tional combinations of the names set out above
have been used. In each case, the context in which the name
waa used; supported by information from informants, has .
indicated that the 'organization referred to has beun the
Cadut organization which is under discussion in this" section.

: 'I' \ '.;.'
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2. Origin

The fell owing summary of facts concerning the origin
of the cadet Organization has been condensed from information
provided by FAUSTINO DIAZ PACHECO, NPPR member from 1924 to
1939 and brother of RAIMONDO DIAZ PACHECO (Commander-in-Chief
of Nationalist Army in 1950); AGUEDO RAMOS ~~DlNA, described
in sub-section one above, supplemented by reports from
Insular Police and informants.

a. ALBI3U CAMPOS commandeers a student association

In the 1920's a student association known as the
Young Patriots (Jovenes patriotas) was in existence on the
campus of the University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras, Puerto
Rico. The purpose of the association was to assist students
in moral development and preparation tor citizenship. ALBIZU
CAMPOS, who was named President of the NPPR in 1930, was
exerting some influence on the campus of the University of
puerto Rico during that period. ALBIZU extended his influence
over this student association, causing it to assume a
political character. About 1930, by order of ALBIZU CAMPOS,
the non-Nationalists were dropped from the association, ,
the name ot the group was changed to cadets of the Republio
and the Nationalist, JOAQ.UIN RODRIGUEZ,' was put in command
of the group. The instruction program of' the Cadets waa
expanded to include instruction in military tactics. The
Cadets were originally used to attract public attention to
the NPPR. ALBIZU CAMPOS ordered the Cadets to be uniformed
in white trousers and black shirts and caused them to adopt
as their flag an emblem'consisting of the Cross of Calatrava.
By 1933 the Cadets were ,divided into companies, averaging
15 members, stafred by officers bearing military titles,
and the career of the Liberating Army had begun.

"-..~~:"'.--"",~109 '-~.- ",~-,0.., .,.
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P1ll'pose

a. Alleged p1ll'pose:

,

Physical and patriotic
disciplining of youth

b3

In December, 1947, ALBIZU CAMPOS. implied in
a press interview that the Cade~ Corps had as its purpose the
disciplining of youth.

Revealed purposes Teaching military taotics to
members for p1ll'pose of overthrow
of U.S. Government in Puerto Rico.

ALBIZU CAMPOS and seven other leaders of the NPPR
were convicted on July 31, 1936, inU~S. District C01ll't, San
Juan, on charges which included Conspiraoy to ·Overthrow and
oppose the U.S. Government by Force; to Incite Rebellion and
Insurrection; to Engage in Armed Hostility Against the U.S.,
and to open recruiting stations ror the enlistment of
soldiers ror that p1ll'pose. Evidence presented by the
prosecution in this case referred principally to the creation,
organization, and activities of the Liberating Army. and
consisted mainly of a description of overt acts intended to
show that the p1ll'pose of the NPPR leaders in organizing the
Liberating Army was to teach its members military tactics
ror the purpose of overthrowing the U.S. Government in Puerto
Rico.

I I of known reliability. reported in May, 1951,
that indoctrination of Cadet candidates has included an
explanation that the purpose or the Cadet organization is
the overthrow of the United States Government in Puerto Rico.

b2
b7D
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SJ 100-3

4. Organizational StrUcture

Confidential InfOrmantr---ladvised in May, 1951, that
the structure of the cadets of~Republicwas that of a
loosely constructed milItary-type organization composed. of
small companies of Cadets which existed in a few towns on b2
the Island of' Puerto Rico. Informant advised that the Cadet b7D
companies wore under the command of local officers, usually
referred to as captains. Informant stated that the Captain
is in turn responsible to a sub-Commander (also called
Colonel). The sub-Commander is responsible to a Commander,
who in tur~ responsible to PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS. Confidontial
Informantl---j of uru{nown reliability, advised on several
occasions in 1950 that during that year there was also an
Inspector Goneral of Cadets.

'. ~"'-'<;<;':;
"':"/_.~';

According to Insular Police orrice'r~ who .were
present at the most recent National Assembly of the NPPR
(December 18, 1949), ALBIZU CAMPOS told the Assembly lithe
Cadet Corps must be made the most powertul Army in Puerto
Rico, ready for action."

T

Sub-Commander
lColonel)

Cadets

. ,
';;l,

1
- --'--T---I~I--,-----,--

Towns '--_-,

JCaptain

I

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



tW.'ormation from Insular polioe,- Confidential·
Informants and investigation by this offioe has oonfirmed
the existence of Cadet companies in the following 21 towns
in puerto Rico during the year 19501

88160-3

Jayuya

Ponce District

Ponce

San Juan

San Juan District

Hato Rey

Naranjito

Rio Piedras

Santurce

utuado

San Sebastian

..

Lares

Arecibo District

Arecibo

Aguadilla District

Isabela

Guayama District

cayey

Guayama

Humacao District

San Lorenzo

Humaoao

Dorado

T

Mayaguez District

Cabo Raja

Mayaguez

sabana Grande

San German
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5. Officers

Documentary material seized by Insular and Federal
authorities in connection with the 1936 prosecution of NPPR
leaders, on Oonspir.acy .. oharges .-.( see .3 b. ab6v:e-)., contain general
orders showing an official structure for the Cadets of the
Republio in 1935, which included an Inspector General, Instructor
General, Commanders, Captains, Lieutenants, Sergeants and
Corporals. Soldiers were divided into soldiers first class
and second class. This official structure was necessary
for the handling ot a group of Cadets numbering at that time
between 1500 and 2000, accordi, to recent information
from Confidential Informant a reliable .source.

The official hierarcy of the Cadet Organization in
1950, according to information received from Insular Police b2
reports, and !rom Confidential Informantsl Iwas
as follows: b7D

'.'
~.,
!

'~

j
J

,.,.
Commander-in-Chief

SUb-Commander
(Colonel)

captains

Arecibo

Mayaguez

Ponce

Rio Piedras

San Juan-Santurce

Utuado

RAIMONDO DIAZ PACHECO
(Killed 10/30/50 in Nationalist
revolt)

TOMAS LOPEZ DE VICTORIA

JUAN JACA HERNANDEZ

JOSE ANTONIO VELEZ LUGO

RAMON PEDROZA RIVERA

FERNANDO LEBRON CORREA

ANTONIO COLON SANZ

HERIBERTO CASTRO RIOS (Killed
10130/50),

i
I
j

I,,
I

j

j
J
"
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.",

Confidential Informantr--ladvised 1n May, 1951,
that the part played by PEDRO AtBIzU CAMPUS as Supreme
Commander in the direction of the cadet Corps haa been
understood by members of that organization without need of
special announcement to that effect~ An instance of the
passing of orders from ALBIZU CAMPUS to RAIMUNDO DIAZ
PACHECO, the Commander-in-Chlef ofQcadet corps, was

Ojvided by Confidential Informant in September, 1950.
advised that ALBIZU CAMPOS had red RAIMUNDO DIAZ

CO to gather every member of the cadet Corps to appear
at the NPPR publiomeeting to be held at Lares, Puerto
Rico, September 23, 1950.

b2
b7D

6. Member..!!:.

a. Induotion Ceremonies

Confidential Informant0 provided the following b2
account of a Cadet induction oeremony ,lhich he'considered to b7D
be typica~ of.such ceremonies~ This. ceremony. occurred during
the special .rcc.ruiting drivil Qf 1948.

A group of Cadet candidates which had been
collected by a Cadet Captain were given a discourse by a
Municipal Board President in which the candidates were told
that it was necessary to II throw the United States Govern
ment out of puerto Rico,l1 and. as Cadets, they would have the
opportunity to assist in this task.

Oath-
The candidates were then required to place one

hand on the NPPR flag (illustrated in Section A,l,o(l) of
'this report) and execute a verbal oath in which allegiance
to the NPPR flag and loyalty to the movement were pledged
and the vow was made to fight if necessary, and if necessary
to die in overthrowing the U.S. Government in Puerto Rico
and obtaining independence for Puerto Rico.

.,
;
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';

Some indications have been received to the
effect that it is not always necessary for a person to take
an oath of membership to be admitted into the Cadet Organi-
zation. In the S~lorn statement ofl L

.........u.:.w"""-"""""'.l:.U.... .......,.....·.".nd I ]
L...".====-....-- """.",....r..:t.::;o_l.::=;I'""n-s-u...l-a-r--=p-r-o-s-e-c-u"';"t"':"i-n-g"""7A":"t":"t-o-r-n-e-y-s-o-n-.--

, stated that entrance into the Cadet
organization did no necessitate the taking of an oath,
and continued that he [umself had never taken an oath of
membership in the Cadet Organization.

b. Estimates of total membership

1936: Confidential Informantr---ladvised recently
that membership in the~t Organization b2
had reached a figure of between 1500 and b7D
2000 by 1936.

1947: Upon the return of ALBIZU CAl-1POS from
New York City on December 15, 1947, an
FBI Agent observed that the turnout of
Cadets for ALBIZU's reception oeremonies
numbered about 40.

1948: Confidential Informantr---ladvised in
May, 1951, that the to~embershlp b2
of the Cadet Organization in 1948, after b7D
a special reorganization and recruiting .
campaign, appeared to be about 150, judging
from the number of Cadets who appeared
at public func tionsof the Party.

1949: Confidential IilformantDestimated in
December, 1949, from observation of Cadet b2
functions during the year, that there were b7D
about 100 men in the Cadet Corps.

Confidential Informantr--lestimated in
May, 1951, on the basi~l1mited ob- b2
servation of NPPR public functions in 1949,
that there were approximately 75 members of b7D
the Cadet Corps in that year •.
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1950: On the basis of calculations set out
in sub-section c. below, there were
approximately 80 members of the Cadet
Corps in Puerto Rico during the year
1950.

c. Cadet Membership by towns - 1950

Membership statistics set out below represent
the number of members in the Cadet Corps in the various
towns in Puerto Rico in 1950,calc~lated from information
received from Insular Police reports, Confidential Inf(J['mants,
and investigati~n by this office.

The standard used in compiling these figures
has been the fulfillment of any of the following criterial

Participation in cadet aotivities.

Taking of an oath of membership in the Cadet
Organization.

Appearance at public meetings in the Cadet
uniform.

Self-acknowledgment of membership in the
cadet Corps.

The figures set out do not inclUde persons
whose membership in the Cadet Corps in 1950 is still
SUbject to confirmation on the basis of the criteria set
out above.

. 0·-,__-
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e. -.

Aguadilla District

Isabela

Lares

San Sebastian

Areclbo District

Arecibo

Dorado

utuado

Guayama District,

Caye'y

Guayama

Humacao District

Humacao

San Lorenzo

Mayaguez District

cabo Raja

Mayaguez

sabana Grande

San German

CADET MEMBERSHIP - 1950

Cadets

1

3

1

21

2

3

-4

1

1

1

3

16

1

1

,

":>-

1
j

j
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-4
".ci

Ponce District Cadets _.- ---
Jayuya 1

Ponce 9

San Juan District

Hato Rey 1 2

Naranjito 2

Rio Piedras 1

San Juan 1

Santurce 6

TaI'AL 80
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,

d. C~det Uniform and Flag

(1) The Cadet Uniform

The full uniform of the cadet, prescribed
in a General Order issued on April 5, 1934, by RAFAEL
ORTIZ PACHECO, then General Instructor for the Cadets of
the Republic; is described below:

Cadet:

White trousers
Black shirt
Black tie
Shoulder patch of white Calatrava Cross, 3

inches in diameter, on left shoulder
Headquarters cap (changed later to over

seas cap) of black.

cadet Officer:

White trousers with black seam
Black shirt
White headquarters cap; black visor, with

Cross of calatrava in black on front of cap.
Shoulder flag with Cross of calatrava

Note: Black jacket is usually worn by Cadet Officers,
though not prescribed in General Order mentioned
above.

In some cases Cadets have been unable to
secure a full uniform,~ though the basic combination of white
trousers and black shirt has been invariably used.

Information from Insular Police, informants,
and observation by Agents of the FBI has indicated that the
Cadet uniforms are generally worn only during the appearance
of the Cadet Corps at public functions of the NPPR, though
in isolated instances, the uniform has been worn during
marching practice.

:\
....~

"-:"

",.'
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(2.) The Cadet Flag ''...-~ J"--"

The flag borroby a standard bearer of the Cndets of
the Republic in public appearances of the NPPR is shown below.
The Cross of Calatrava depicted on this flag is the emblem
employed as a shoulder patch on the Cadet uniform and as a cap
insignia for Cadet officers.

f\
.i

..... '"

...•,

.. ::

...~

~

"",

-', ........ ,
"....... . ~ .......

... "-:-.

'.
"',. .

""' .. "". "

"-
"...............

", ' .

b2
b7D

bleck back~round

white cross in center

f,ccording to Confidential Informant [==:J the Cadets
have been taught that the white cross which appears on the
flag is the Cross of Calatrava which was first used in the
Crusades, later carried by the French revolutionists and finally
employed as a guidon for the revolutionary forces during the
brief uprising of 1868 in Lares, Puerto Rico,~ No in-
formation has been received from Insular Police, informants or
other sources which would indicate that the Cadet Organizati~
issues special cards for the identification of its members.
has reported that some Cadets have carried ordinary NPPR mem er
ship cards which, however, reflect no special data identifying
them as members of the Cadet o~ganization.
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7. Aotivi ties

a. 'Summary of cadet activities-1930 to 1951

(1) . Activities-1930 to 1936

Information from Insular Police reports.
from AGUEDO RAMOS MEDINA, FAUSTINO DIAZ PACHECO (identified
in sUb-section 2 above). and from other sources. has indicated
that the character of the Cadet activities during this
period altered from simple drilling during the early portion
of this period to training in military tactics during the
latter portion ~f the period. These sources also have indicated
that the Cadets may have engaged in a limited amount of
firearms practice during this period. One of the principal
activities of the Cadet Organization during this period.
and sUbsequent thereto, has been appearances at publio
functions of the NPPR.

The Cadet Organization as such has not been
shown to have been direotly responsible for the violent
aots committed by the NPPR from 1932 to 1936. described in
Sections A and F of this report. However, AGUEDO RAMOS
MEDINA, identified above, and other sources have indicated
the militant and violent group within the NPPR during that
interval was the cadet Corps; the sources indicated that
Nationalists .to whom violenoe represented an undesirable
development in the NPPR were abandoning the Cadet organization
during this period., '

(2) Activities-1936

NPPR leaders responsible for organizing,
recruiting for, training and commanding the Cadet organization
were convicted in U.S. District Court, San Juan, Puerto Rico.
1936, on'charges reflecting that they had advocated overthrow
of the U.S. Government in Puerto Rico and their recruiting
and training activities were directed toward the creation
of the Cadets as an armed force to be used for the
accomplishment of this end.

~'~g3121.> ':yr,
...., •. .' . ' .1

.i,

.;:,.

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



,
••

SJ 100-3

'. ..
7

..

b2
b7D

(3) Activity 1937: The "Ponce Hassacre ll ,

Harch 21, 1937

On Harch 21, 1937~ a large group of NPPR
members, including approximately 80 cadets of the Republic,
formed a line of march in Ponce, Puerto Rico, and started
a parade despite the fact that a permit previously issued
for the parade had been revoked. A shot fired by an un
identified individual set off a gun battle in which the
Nationalist cadets and Insular Police officers particip~ed.
Nineteen persons were killed in this clash and approxim:;t ely
100 were wounded. .

An' attack on Federal JUdge ROBERT A.
COOPER at. san Juan, Puerto Rico, JUne 7, 1937, was
perpetrated by ten Nationalists who were later convicted
and sentenced in u.s. District Court, San JUan. Of this
group, only one, JULIO~O GANDIA, was identified by
Confidential Informant as having been a member of the
Cadet Organization at e ime of the attack.

(4) Ac'tivities from 1938 to 1947

Following the clash botween Insular Police
and Nationalist cadots a~ Ponce on Harch 21, 1937, Insular
police, informants and o~her sources roported a lull in
Cadet actiVity. Between 1938 and 19~7 reports were received in
termittently describing the attendance of a few individuals
garbed in the Cadet uniform at public meetings of the NPPR.

Six Nationalists were convicted in Insular
District Court in 1938 for the murder of Colonel LUIS IRIZARRY
of the puerto Rican National Guard in 1938 during an attempt
on the life of Honorable BLAyINSHIP, Governo~ of Puerto
Rico. Confidential Informant has advised tha'b four of
the Nationalists involved in h s murder were mmmbers of
the Cadet Corps at that time. They were: TOMAS LOPEZ DE
VICTORIA, SANTIAGO GONZALEZ CASTRO, ELIFAZ ESCOBAR SERRANO
and CASIHIRO BERENGUER PADILLA.
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(b) Drilling

....

In November and December, 1947, just prior
to the return of' PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS to Puerto Rico, an
Agent of' the 'FBI observed the Nationalist, RAIMONDO
DIAZ PACHECO; training a small group of' young men in
military drill. DIAZ PACHECO was also observed in command
of a group of young men dressed in the Cadet uniform on
December 15, 1947; at the reception of ALBIZU CAMPOS upon
his return to Puerto Rico from New York City.

(5) Activities-1948-1950

(a) - Recruiting drive

4ccording to reports from Confidential
Informants I------j and other sources rollowing the
return of ATL~B~I~Z~U"CoAMP~~OS to Puerto Rico from New York City
in December, 1947, a membership drive to expand the cadet
Corp~ was put into efrect. The drive resulted in increasing
the Cadet Corps to a total membership of about 150 Cadets
during 1948. Insular Police sources reported the active
participation of RAIMONDO DIAZ PACHECO and other cadet b2
leaders in this drive-. Continued efforts to secure additional b7D
members for the Cadet Corps and to effect their appearance
at pUblic functions of the NPPR were les~eessful during
1949 and 1950, according to reports f'roml---jand other
sources; despite orders f'rom ALBIZU CAMPOS to cadet leaders
to intensif'y the recruiting drive. Infonnants ~eported

decreasing Cadet membership during 1949 and 1950.

SJ 100-3

Information received concerning
close order military type drilling executed by NPPR Cadets
since 1948 is tabulated below:
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Date

~
tl"'"

. ,f" ' ;."
l.I."" .' :,- ':j'-=-' _. '"" c:

Approximate no.
of participants Source

2/7/48 Caserio Sicardo
Rio Piedras, P.R. 30

b2

b7C
b7D

II

II

II

II

Insular POliC~
Officer I .

~l=;--__

30

15

15

20

8

II II

II II

II II

Barrio Santana
Arecibo, P.R.

Carpenter Road
Santurce, Puerto
Rico

2/22/48

2/29/46

6/15/48

B1-weelcly
1949

Weekly
1948

b7D

(c) Target practice

Target practices held from 1948
to October, 1950, by members ot the Cadet Corps, sometimes
accompanied by other NPPR members, are tabulated below:
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Date-

.. -.

Site-

Approx.
no. of .
partici
.pants

Type of
weapon
used

\

Source

5/27/48 Los'Quemados, Dorado,
Puerto Rico 12

Small bore
rifles

lice

1948 Barrio Santana,
(bi-weekly)Arecibo, P.R.

35 Sidearms O·
(pistols &revol~)

1949 (at Farm of Jose Bermudez, 8
intervals) Dorado, Puerto Rico

Sidearms

report
'-==~....J

\

1949 (bi
weekly)

Barrio Palos Blancos, 15
Arecibo, Puerto Rico

125

Sidearms
b2
b7C
b7D
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Approx.
'"'no. of Type of

partic1- weapo~

~ Site pants used Source
:-

Note:

b2
b7D

-

(d) Appearances at public meetings

Reports from Insular Police. informants,
and personal observation by Agents of the FBI have shown that
uniformed members of the Cadet Corps appeared at most of the
pUblic meetings of the NPPR from December~ 1947. to October 26.
1950. Turnouts 6f Cadets at these meetings varied from about
12 to nearly 100. Public meetings at which a comparatively
large number of Cadets appeared are tabulated. below:
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Approximato
number of unl-

Date Place formed cadets Source

12/15/47 San Juan 40 Observat 1 on by Agent
of FBI

3/21/48 Ponce 92 I
4/8/48 Cabo Rojo 30 ~~;ear ;QliCe Ofjl-

I·
7/25/48 Guan1ca 94 b2

.9/23/48
b7C

Lares 60
b7D

3/21/49 Ponce 35

9/23/49 Lares 61 Insular Police Officer
I I

3/23/50 Utuado 35 D4/16/50 San Juan 68

9/23/50 Lares 37 Insular Police oq'lcer
I I

10/26150 Fajardo 27 Insular ·PO]1QA
orf1 carl I
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(e) Extent of participation in Nationalist
'revolt of October 30, 1950

Participation of Cadet Leaders

Investigation has revealed that
of the eight important adet ff c s re rte b i

W ll but two
were involve in the revo • The participation

o he remaining six important Cadet Officers is summarized
below:

b2
b7D

l '.

RAIMONDO DIAZ PACHECO
(commander-in-Chief of
Nationalist Army)

TOMAS LOPEZ DE VICTORIA
(colonalof cadets)

. JUAN JACA HERNANDEZ
(captain of Cadets
at Arecibo, P.R.)

.JOSE ANTONIO VELEZ LUGO
(Captain of Cadets,
Mayaguezl P.R.)

RAMON PEDR OU RIVERA
(Captain of Cadets,
Ponce, P.R.)

HERIBERTO CASTRO RIOS
(captain of Cadets,
Utuado, P.R.)

Killed leading attack on
Governor's Palace. san Juan.
October 30, 1950.

Admitted organizing attack on
Arecibo Police Station in which
4 police officers killedl others
,rounded.

Charged by Insular authorities
as being a principal in the
Arecibo attack.

Charged by Insular authorities
with five counts of Attack-to
Commit Murder and other
violations committed during
Mayaguez incident.

In charge of group of
Nationalist s during II1\.l[' der or
Corporal AURELIO MIRANDA, Insular
Police. inPonco, PR, during
revolt.
Killed in course of Nationalist
attack on Insular Police. Utuado.
during revolt.

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



"
"

"
"

"

"

Principe.l vio
ll'.tion charged

Murder; Attack-to
Commit Murder

"
"

tI

"
"

"

Arecibo

,

SJ 100-3

Cadet Compeny: Arecibo

.
P~rtic1pation of other C2dets in the revolt

A summ2rized ~ccount of Cadet participation
in the revolt is set out below, reference being made to the
most serious vio1~tions with which the perticular Cadet is
charged and the incident in the revolt in which the Cadet was
involved. Prosecution of these individuals is set out in
detail in Section Q of this report.

Incident during
revolt in which
Cadet participated

C:JE'IAS RODRIGUEZ, Sl,UL

DIA~ DIAZ, I~GEL

DIAZ r-IAz. BERNARDO

~NDBZ GANDIA, MANUEL

GTJZ;<n~ SERRANO, JUSTO

•

MOLINA CENTENO, RAFAEL

RIVERA, GILBERTO

SERPA ALVAREZ, JOSE

"
"
"

"
"
"

129
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Name of cadet

Incident during
revolt in which
cadet Participated

Principal vio
lation charged

Cadet Company: Cabo Rojo

MARTI TORRES; NOE Mayaguez

Note: MARTI alleged by Insular
Prosecution witnesses to
have participated in
Mayaguez attacks. Has
secured sanctuary in
Havana, Cuba, and has not
been prosecuted.

cadet Company: cayey

LOPEZ· VAZQUEZ; EDUARDO "Martin Penaincident
preceding revolt

Conspiracy to
Overthrow Insular
Government; Fire
arms charges.

cadet Company: Mayaguez

BALLET PEREZ; JOSE ANTONIO

FELICIANO VAZQUEZ, CARLOS

LUGO MORALES, EZEQUIEL

RODRIGUEZ CRUZ, JUAN

Mayaguez

Arecibo

Mayaguez

Mayaguez

" Attack-to-Colllll11t
Murder; Conspiracy
to Overthrow In
sular Government.

Murder; Attack-to"
COlllll1it Murder;con
spiracy to Over
throw Insular
Government

Attack-to-Commit
Murder

Conspiracy to Over
Throw Insular
Government

130
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Mayaguez

Incident during
revolt in which
Cadet participatedName of Cadet

SOTOMAYOR CANCEL J ELADIO

/TORO CASTILLO J JUSTO

TORO RIVERA, MANUEL

II

II

II

II

principal vio- .
lation charged

Attack-to-Comm t
Murder

Conspiracy to
Overthrow In
sular Govermne

II
.)

cadet Company: Naranjito

Cadet Company: Ponce

NaranjitoFIGUEROA ROSADO, ALEJANDRO

SERRil.NO~ RAMON LUIS II II

Attempted Murde

II

cadet Company: San Juan

Post Office·Incident Attack-to-Commit
San JuanJ P.R. Murder

TURELL RIVERA J MARCELINO

Q.UINONES GONZALEZ, DIEGO

Penue1as Attack-to-Commi
Homicide

.,,..
Cadet Company: utuado

. AVILES MASSANET J JOSE Utuado Murder; Attack-
to-Connnit Murder

COLON FELICD\NOJ ANGEL utuado II 11 .,
1
~

OLIVER OJ ELADIO Utuado II II
·.1
J

131
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A brief description is set out below concerning the
incidents during the revolt which are referred to in the
tabulation above:

Arecibo incident

Nationalists attacked police station at brecibo,
puerto Rico, on October 30, 1950, shooting and
killing four Insular Policemen without warning and
wounding six others.

Martin pena in':'~~dent

Insular Police arrested Nationalists riding
in automobiles returning from NPPR function at
Fajardo, Puerto Rico, on October 26, 1950. Con
fiscated weapons and homemade bombs.

Mayaguaz incident

Nationalists attacked police patrol
puerto Rico, October 31, 1950~ wounding
police officers. .

at Mayaguez,
several

Naranjito incident

Nationalists commandeered a bus, October 30,
1950, at Naranjito, and fired upon Insular Police
Station from this vehicle.

Penuelas incident

On October 30, 1950, at Penuelas, Puerto Rico,
Nationalists ambushed Insular Policemen who were
attempting a search for Nationalist weapons. Six
Insular Policemen wounded.

Post Office incident, San Juan

Four armed· Nationalists approaching main Post
Ofrica, San Juan, ·on October 3D, 1950, intercepted
by InSUlar Police. One opened fire on pplice. .
'I'hre:.o persons. wounded by gunfire.

132·~~.
\» \-
~
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utuado incident

Nationalists attacked Insular Police and
NationaJ, Guardsmen at Utuado, Puerto Rico, on
Octcbor 30, 1950, killing two persons and
injuring others.

It is noted for comparison purposes that the
Cadet participants in the revolt comprised approximat ely
40 per cent of the 1950 cadet membership of the NPPR. Non
Cadet participants c0mprised approximately 29 per cent of
the 1950 non-cade';; membership of the NPPR.

.,
I

1

1
1
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8. Coordination between Cadet and Civilian
sections of the NPPR

Confidential informantr---ladvised in
May, 1951 that the civilian section of ~PR cooperated
,~th the Cadet organization in the following ways prior
to the Nationalist revolt of october , 1950:

From time to time the civilian section
of the NPPR aided the functioning of the Cadet Organizauion
by relaying instructions to local companies of the latter
group from the Directorate of the !~PR. The civilian
section of the NPPR £'.lso cooperated Hi ththe Cadet
organization by providing members of the latter group
with funds to purchaso uniforms l~en the latter group
lacked funds. .

b2
b7D

Documentary material seized from the
home of VIDAL SANTIAGO DIAZ, president of the Santurce
Municipal Board, ~WPR, by Insular authorities during tho
Nationalist revolt , included minutes of a recent }iu.'icipal
Board meeting which roflected plans of that Board to
cooperate with the Cadot Organization by furnishing lunches
for the Cadets at their appearancos at NPPR public meetings.

9. Nursc Corps of thc Liberating Army

a. History

Confidential Informantl ladvised in May,
1951 that ALBIZU had succeeded in forming the Nurse Corps
of the Liberating Arr.~ of the Republic prior to 1936, and
that by 1936 this organization had gro.m to a numerical
strength of about 1,000 mcmbers. The informant advised
that the organization of nurses was also called the "Hijas
de la Libertad\l ( Daughters of Liberty). Its membership
consisted mainly of yeung women in the families of the
Cadets of the RepUblic , who had been influenced by tho
Cadets to join the NPpn. The informant a vised that

134 ~

b3

b2

b7D
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the activities of the Nurse Corps prior to and
including 1936 consisted of taking instruction in
nursing from ce~tain re8istered nurses who were members
of the Nurse Corps. He advised that tho menmers·of
the Nurse Copps also appeared us a uniformed group at
pUblic functions of tho }~PR Qnd marched with the Cadets
in tho Nationalist parades. The infermant stated that
in about 1936 the warlike intentions of tho Cadcts of
the f,.epwlic began to impress the parents ef the Nurse
Copps members lli1d as a result most of them wero advised,
or forced by their parents to resign from tho Nurse COrpl.
The informant stated that upon the prosecution of
PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS and other NPpR leaders in 1936 the
Nu~se Corps practically disappeared, thOUgh seme of
m€lmbers began taking part in other phases of N1'1'R
activity.

b. Uniform

Orders issuod from the office of the
Inspector General of the Liberating Army of the Republic
in 1936 previded that the uniform of tho Nurse COrPS
would be u ~mite dress with the Cross of Jerusalem
app€lsring on the left forearm. With some excoptions
this uniform has boon used by Nurse Corps mombers in
their public appearances.

c. Activity

Until 1936 the Nurse Corps was active
in making appoaranees in uniform at NPPR functions,
and in undergoing instruction in nursing. Reported
activity of tho Nurse Corps since 1936 has consisted
of scattered attendance at public celebrations of the
NPpR. Insular l' alice reported the presence of throe
unidentified young womon dressed in tho uniform of
tho Nurso Corps, at an NP1'R public function at Ponce,
puorto Rico, on ~arch 21, 1948. TwO younG women dressed
in tho uniform of tho Nurso Corps wore also obsorvod by
Insular Police in attendance at an t~pR pUblic celebration
on April 16, 1948.<:;. '''<~

135 .::?-~
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e. Current membership

..

d. Attc~~tod Reorganization of the Nurse
Corps " March, 1950.

..-.

SJ 100-3

Confidential Informant Dadvised in
spptember , 1950, that ,by that time only one individual,
AIDA ¥ELICIANO, was considered to be a member of the
Nurso Corps in Mayagucz, Puerto Rico.

Confidential Informantl ~dvised in
30ptember , 1950, that there was no organized Nurse Copps
at that time. Insular Police investigation in August,
1950, concerning an ~~PR raffle which employed tickets
bearing the caption "Hijus de 11). Libcrtad" ( one of the
names by which tho Hurse Corps has boon known) revealed
that tho Hijas de 10 Libertad actually did not exist at
that time.

a NationaJlst or Noyagucz , ¥uorto ~lCO and an admlttod I·
participant in the Nationalist revolt of Octobor 30,
1950, told FBI AGcnts that in March 1950 Rfu~AEL CANCEL
RODRIGUEZ, President of the NPPR Municipal Board at
Nayagu0z , undortook the rcoEcanizatiOl,l of tho Nurse
Corps in tho ;'[ayaguez aroa. _ Jstated that after
making some ofrorts in this direction CANCEL had given
up the undortaking. I- [stated that CANCEL had
feund only two womon members 01 the ~~PR in the Mayaguez
area M10 were willinS and able to serve as members of
the Nurse Corps. They werel I

I I

~ ,-

b2
b7D

b2
b7C
b7D

b7C

Iof the NPPR:-,-a=-d=v~i-:s-:e-:d;--:I~n=s::u'l-:a-:r~p"'r""o=s-:e-:c""u:"::t:;i-:n:'"g---A":"":<:t:"::t:-o-r--n:'"e""y--s-'i-n-
November, 1950, that thore had been no Nurse Corps in
the NFFR e.t the tir.lo of the Nationalist revolt of october
1950. Investigation of the incidents occurring during
the Natione.list revolt has failed to reveal that any
women's group in the NPPR performed nursing functions
during the revolt.
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b2
b7D

YJ;,
, .

Confidentinl Info~'mantQhas advised
on sev0r~1 QQ0~sions since the Na~lo~alist revolt
that ) t'J t-;~10 C,(3Ft of his Imow~.8\-:g0;1 th(-j:L'o \-sere .no
CUrr01'~t ·."1r.~i;.hcr:~ of tho Nurse C01'"'P5.

....

SJ 100-3

:'j'.. t~.}.(; mqlilborship s t3.t~. BtiG s appearL.lg in
Sect::i cn. :3 (If t:·.;.':'f: ::.... ~~)('rt , th}~88 1~1\il~.ridua13 'w0re
reJ)\u,,'t.ed .!.lS ~~=,;"Jl:1crs c.f' the Nurflo CT':"PS i.n 19501; Th0
inLh-dd::': .. s r,,:t'c:,:,X'o',1 ,;" I.ere AIDA FEj:IC-;:ANO, ZORAIDA
CAi'lCEL( d~ughteJ' l):f.'RLFLEL CANCEL RODRIGUE';.;, Presld<mt
of the ':-1aY8 g;1.0;:; }lm:,;!;c:iral Board ! 17PR i and ~iRS, DOI1INGO
LUG-a,.. 8.J.::. n~(.t:':'.~ers ...,f' t'!:l'3 NPPR in tho M.ay~gu0z area ..
Th8 IGOrr.':.0J'c;toi.p nf zoro!! IDA CANC;;;;:. i':1 tl:-.e NU:-SG Corps has
not ~e0r; EOl1f'jrn:c:J:. +;hough in Hay; 1951, Confidontial
Informent reported that it was tacitly understood
in the riayaguez t~n&cipal Board that in the evont of
further ccts of violonce by the' NPPR the Nurse C.orps
would consist of AIDA FELICIANO , ZORAIDA CANCEL, and
~ffiS. DOMINGO LUGO •

b2
b7D

~ .... ...r .
1"
Ii',,'r':' to
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D. WEA?ONS
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WEAPONS

.:- J; --_.

SJ 100-3

1. Sources:

a. Obtaining Firearms - The Member's Responsibility. .
~~ a ;ien:d 5~atement dated March 27, 1936,

I~ Jadmitted having been an offic1a 1n
the L1bera 1ngrmy in 1936 and stated he had been given
certain information (summarized below) by PEDRO ALBIZU CA1W S,
President of the NPPR (Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico), c n
cerning the obtaining of weapons.. He alleged that ALBIZU h d
told him it was necessary for all members of the NPPR to pr$
cure weapons and that the procure1me;t of a ,weapon was a pro~
blem for each individual member. _alleged that ALB ZU
told him the weapons were to be use in an armed insurrect on
to overthrow the government of the United States in Puerto
Rico.

In 1948, Confidential Informantr---l an informan
of unknown reliability; conversant with m~ship and I
activities of the NPPRr advised that weapons available to ~he
NPPR consisted 9f smal arms belonging to or available to n
dividual NPPR members.

b2
b7D

b7C

b2
b7D

b. Methods Used in Obtaining Firearms

( 1. ) .S_~cr_e.t_'purchase

Confidential Informantr--l a reliable informan ,
advised in May, 1951, that indivtauai party members had s4cured
pistols and revolvers from 1948 to October, 1950, by secrrt
purchase, in some cases from veterans of World War II, an in
other cases from private individuals who had unregistered
firearms and wished to sell them.

Insular Police have advised that nearly all of ~he
firearms recovered from Nationalists during and followinm the
Nationalist revolt were found to be unregistered.

. ;.

* As reflected in Section C (CADET ORGANIZATION) of this
report, the Liberating Army refers to the military arm o~

the NPPR, also known as the Liberating Army of the Republic,
Cadets of the Republic, and similar names.
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b7C

0~~:-'I·-t:J;-
' -' .~

1bJ Soliciting rf·-' -

I 1 admitted woman leader of
Nationalists in'the Jayuya attack &uring the Nationalist re
volt'of October, 1950, told Insular prosecutors on October ;1,
1950, that when PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS returned to Puerto Rico
(December; 1947), the men of the party went about collecting
revolvers, old shotguns and otGer arms t: defe1d ALBIZU C~~OSI
life in case he were attacked. I told the
authorities that numerous weapons were 0 ta~ne from persons
other than Nationalists.

(3.) Theft

, Confidential Informantr---l of known reliability,c===J and other sources have alle~hat Nationalists had
secured the machine guns which were recovered in their
possession during the Nationalist'revolt from the Armed

b2 Forces maneouvers held· at ·.Vie ques, Ii small island off the
b7D east coast of Puerto Rico, during 1949.

(4.) Manufacture (of Bombs)

Confidential Informant r--lreported in 1948 that
homemade bombs were being constr~ by NPPR members at the

I'-- --;:::::::::;--__~I

b2
b7D

C rted in May, 1951,
that about NPPR member
who is curren y serv~ng·an nsu ar sen ence for illegal

. nossession of eXfloSives, had been constructing bombs on
I . mentioned above. The informant advised that
beer cans had been used as casing material and dynamite as
the explosive.

On May 19, 1949, ANDRES VIERA FIGUEROA was arrested
at the home of JOSE ANTONIO NEGRON RODRIGUEZ, President of
the Municipal Board, NPPR, Naranjito, Puerto RiCO, for
violation of the Selective Service Act of 1948, and was
found to be in possession of homemade bombs of the general
type described byC] above.
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In June, 1950, the thefr of dvna;ite f~se: ~nJa
detonator from the rock quarry of~ _ _ _ _
GARCI A, nyar .Ii!ana Di az. Puert0 RJ.-;:c:-::o:-,---;"w:;:a;-:s::'"""1"r=a=c=e::rd""""'t:-::y~,"T::n:-::s~u:-r. r
Police to l 1 NPPR member in Ponce, Puerto
RiCO.

I 1 where they had
been made, to-Ponce, Puerto Rico. The informant advised in
January,'1951, that he had heard from an unrecalled source
in V~rch, 1950, that a Nationalist employed at Mayaguez,
Puerto Rico, near an Insular construction project,-had access
to dynamite. Informant stated that in March, 1950, an un
-identified Nationalist youth from Mayaguez brought to the

Iwhich had come
"""T!"TI...O"'U....t -'c"j""re'-'I"'via""y"""a"'g"u""e"'z"'-"nr::arTc'"'r"To'l'l'j'"'rarrr-!'"'s""c"""-'w"'j"I"o-nlI"'a"u-"a""c.,..c"'e...s,.."..s tothe I nsular

project.

-.
~~~~,--~---;-:; - ,.
-~

-"'--'.- - --' -- "---

advised in May, 1951,
and other

-.

Confidential-Informant

",

SJ 100-3

that
Nationalists took

"

b2
b7D
b7C

b2
b7D

In Au 0 Confidential Informantlladvised
that Puerto Rico,~was an
NPPR mem er an a J?erso~a rJ.en of :~DRQ AL:~ZU CAN:O:.
had access to eX:losJ.ves J.nasmuch as [ _ _ __
I I howev el" 10ve~Ug;;:CaOF"J.:;-o;;"n;;-hb;;y~-;:n;;:s;;'u;-'I:-:a;;r;--':7:o::'TJ."c;;e;;--
has failed t<;> in icate that :: I supplied any of the
explosive material,used byatJ.ona-J.sts in preparing bombs.

In August. 1950 -CQnf;i.den:t;iaJ, InfQrmantQ advis ed

~~:;l and another NatJ.ona:is:, naa Deen securJn~fc~s~ ~;~~ratin
pipe reducers of the type diagrcnmsd on the following page, for
the purpose of constructing grenades.

Investigation by Insular Police and FBI agents at
the farm of JOSE BERMUDEZ, a Nationalist of Dorado, Puerto
Rico, following the Nationalist revolt, disclosed that
grenades which were found in possession of,the Nationalist
group which attacked the Governor's Palace, San Juan,
October 30. 1950, had been stored, and perhaps manufactured
there.

.~
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.. "'::": ::"":'.:'.J ~~

Information from many witnes'ses\,~'the Nationalists'
Insular and Federal, trials following the revolt has indicatp.d
that incendiary type bombs had been prepared by many
Nationalists immediately prior to and during the revolt.
These bombs were'prepared from simple material: glass bottles,
gasoline and oil, and a rag was used. for the wick. It was also
reported during the. investigation of the Nationalist revolt
that in Utuado, Puerto RiCO, empty electric light bulbs were
used as the container in the glass type incendiary bombs.

There are sketched on the next page, samples of
types of bombs manufactured by the Nationalists.

,
:.\,

.;

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



e. e. .....

HOldE MADE BOMBS SEIZED FROM NPPR
BY INSULAR POLICE

OCTOBER 1950

,:,~"".
" .. t.',' ~. .
.~ , "'"
'- ,-,,'-' " ~

GRENADES

made from metal pipe
reducer ( about 3 1/2"
by 3 1/2 II)

Insular Police have advised that the explosive bombs, gr4nades
and inceni:li ary bombs found in the possession of the NPPR during the
Nationalist revolt of 1950 were of a home made 'Variety. Jayuya, P.R.,
where the Police Station, Post Office , and a large portion of the
business section of the town were destroyed by fire during the revolt,
bore witness to the effectiveness of the home made incendiary bombs.
None of the explosive bombs or the grenades are known to have exploded
during the revolt, though several of the latter were thrown.

~Fu6e
Screw plug 1.1.:.,.-:l-,

Detonator , ~ _ -~ -~~-~\ A.

(blasting ~a:o) .....~ ~". .
Dynamite' • .~

Welded plug .?Y

"'. ~

. ,:1
•

OTHER EXPLOSIVE TYPES II~CENDIARY BOMBS

Note: rype B. appeared to be
fragmentation type bomb.

D.

( Molotov Cocktails)

Glass bottles of various
sizes and shapes used. Wicks
sometimes \Yrapped around neck
of bottle; others inserted
beside cork.

Cork,
'If

~
~.~=,:-r ... Rag

Oil -', I s~al{ed
(10 %) ,- ~ WJ.th

_'7 gasoline.

Gasoline - r- _7 I Glass
(90%) L-----l(-" bottle.

Pipe of
various lengths
up to 1 foot.

Dynamite

B.
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REPORT:

b7C

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

b7C

ITEM NO:

DATE:

~
~~Isular PQI ice :nort dated j~;e~~~u;~~,1950,

PuertQ RIcQ, rerIec~ed ~na~ a confidential
informant Qf unknown reliabilit had reported
the follbwin words of one

Santurce
l.;p'""u-e-r...,t'"'o:-:R"'i....c-Q:-,-d.,e:-s:-c:-r=~"· b;--e':;"d""7b--Y--c;:"L'i-=e--u:"';t"':e--n:":an=-:;t:-!MOLINA
as a Nationalist: "If DON PEDRO (PEDRO
ALBIZU CAMPOS) were tQ order me to burn
Talleres (a district of santurce, P. R.,)I
would do it. 1I

Insular police report dated December 4, 1950,
reflected results of investigation by
. . Agent! ]

L....,===-;:=~--r=-;;--;;-I Thi s ! epa! C 1 e
as a criminal record inclu 

~~~ssault and had frequently
of PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS and

the NPPR in the Talleres (shops) District of
Santurce. HQway~r, the investigation by
Detectivel Jfailed to confirm.making of
quoted remark, or reveal Nationalist plot to
burn the Os Distrlct existed. UpQn
interview admitted to Detective

Itha e ad been at Qne time an active
""m=e-::m:t:b:-:;e~r::-'of the NPPR but that he had become in
active. Since the original allegatiQn was
made no reports have been received indicating
Nationalist activity or preparation for
Nationalist~ce on the part Qfl
CQverage ofL-Js continuing. '----

3

November 30, 1950

-...•'ro.,..
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ACEVEDO QUINONES
t

ROBERTO
(Killed 10-)0-,0 during revolt

F

Nationalists Reported to have Possessed Firearms i
Puerto Rico -1948 to October, 1950

A l~st Q: Natipnalists reported by Confidential Inform-
antsl _ ~ I the Insular Police, or other sources,
to have been in possession of firearms'on one or more occasions
during the period 1948 through October, 1950, is set out below.

SJ 100-3

All individuals named, $xcept those whose names are
marked with an asterisk, were arrested by Insular Police during
or following the Nationalist revolt of October, 1950. Arrests
involved a search by the Insular Police of th~ persons and homes
of the Nationalists and the confiscation of whatever weapons the
indivictuals were found to possess.

b7C

b2

b7D

.>
<
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. ';,

revolt

- -:~,

J!, ,

(Killed 10-30-50 in

~~.·T
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HTRALDO RESTO, DOMINGO
"

(Killed 10-30-50 in revolt)
IRIZARRY, CARLOS

"

Killed 10-'30-50 in revolt)
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Pertinent information concerning the eleven individuals·
shown in the above list as not having been arrested in connection
with the Nationalist r8volt follows:

.I.

····,.··,i

~.

'>'

c-,';'·

, ~::.l

.•~

::~i
,.,,~

'-~!
.,-;

b7C

In April, 1949
told Insular
Police of
Puerto RiCO
that he would
be a National
ist til his
death

Latest Reported
Nationalist
f.ctivity

1948 - President
of Sub-Board,
NPPR at Hato Rey

1948 - NPPR
member at Hata
Rey

Tvpe of
weapon

Unknown

Residence

Whereabouts Pistol
·unknown -
(Fugitive
88 het of 1948)

I I .32 Caliber
""'B""r-o-o"""k.....l,....y-n-.-..,N-ew-- Nick' e plated
York 1.utomatic Pistol;

.22 Caliber Rifl~

Possibly possesses
.45 Caliber Pistol
and .38 Caliber
Revolver

b7C

Narne-

SJ 100-3

JHato Rey.
--------.....".p erto Rico-

I~~
I:::!':~~~j~~~ r ••ol j I

aka•• ORTIZ TORRES. ARTURO
(Killed 10-30-50 in
Penuelas Inc~dent)

Investigation is being conducted to verify the reports
that the above listed individuals had possessed weapons prior
to the Nationalist revolt, and to determine the disposition of
weapons they had possessed.
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SJ 100-3

. ~t~xpe of
ResidenceY~ vleapon

Lttendcd public
meeting NPPR at
Manat i, Puerto
Rico, 0-11-50

Charged by Insular
authorities, Puerto
Rico, with having
participated in
Nationalist revolt
of October, 1950

Attended NPPR public
meeting, Manati,
Puerto Rico, 6-11-50

Latest Repo~
Nationalist
nctivity

Vice President of
NPPR 1950-1951

Alleged by Insular
Police, Puerto Rico,
to have participated
in the Nationalist
revolt in Puerto
Rico, October, 1950

NPPR public meeting,
San Juan, Puerto
Rico, 4-16-48

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

.38 Caliber
Belgian
J.utomatl.c

.32 Caliber
Automatic

.38 Caliber
Luger

Unknown

UnknownVenezuela

San Juan,
Puerto Rl.CO

Havana, Cuba

Santurce,
Puerto Rico

I IManati,
_______...J Puerto Rico

I I

I I
l.rrOY?,

erto Rl.cO
L..- _

IL..-__

I lNew York
. City

-------~,-11-49)

I IHavana, Cuba
(Fugitive -
SS i.ct of 1948)

11-_1
I I

b7C
b7D

The San Juan Office is continuing investigation of
all individuals reported in the list immediately above whose
residence is shown as being in Puerto Rico, in order to determine
the disposition of their weapons and secure facts concerning
their recent Nationalist Party membership and activities.
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The following is a summary of arms and explosives re
covered by the Insular authorities during and immediately follow
ing the Nationalist revolt.

SJ 100-3

Firearms

3.
~

.~
. u, "

..
Nationalist Weapons Recovered during and

Immediately following Revolt

-,

BUllets of various calibers
Cartridges
Clips for pistols

Munitions

Explosives

_SUb-machineguns
Pistols
Revolvers
Rifles
Shotguns

Molotov cocktails
Explosive bombs
Grenades

2
44
52
14

7

246
63
45

2421
4

13

Material for
Preparing Explosives

Dynamite sticks 33
Dynamite packages 11
Percussion caps 105
Detonators 1
Miscellaneous materials,

(Wick, sulphur, oil
and gasoline)

Knives, etc.

Daggers
Knives
Bayonets
Sabers
Machetes

~~~t 148
~~Jj'

18
10

3
3
5
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The above weapons were recovered by the Insular
Police while disarming Nationalists dur~ng the revolt and
conducting searches of the persons and homes of Nationalists
who were arrested during and following the revolt. Location
of some of the weapons caches follows:

NPPR headquarters, Sol and Cruz Street, San Juan,
Puerto Rico

The home of DAMIAN TORRES ACEVEDO, Utuado,
Puerto Rico

The home of ~mLITON MUNIZ SANTOS, Ponce,
Puerto RicO

A cane field in Barrio Miraf1ores,' Sit:i.o Jobales,
Arecibo, Puerto Rico

The home of RICARDO DIAZ DIAZ, SR., ~~ ___
Arecibo, Puerto R)co'

A cave at Sitio Viafara, Barrio Miraf1ores,
Arecibo, Puerto RiCO

The barber shop of VIDAL SANTIAGO DIAZ, Santurce,
Puerto Rico ..

The farm of RAFAEL BURGOS; Cayey,'Puerto Rico
The farm of JOSE BEm"UDEZ, Dorado, Puerto Rj co
A cache near the gasoline station of VICTOR VALIENTE

ARROYO on the outskirts of Naranjito, Puerto Rice
b7C The home of JOSE ANTONIO NEGRON RODRIGUEZ,

Naranjito, Puerto Rico
A cache behind the house of LNTONIO NIEVES AVILES,

I .~ Naranjito, Puerto Rico
A cache in the woods of Barrio Cedro Pbajo,

Naranjito Puerto RicO .
The farm of RAIMUNDO MORALES, I

Naranjito, Puerto Rico '------.-------
The home of AMADO EULOGIO PENA RAMIREZ, I

I " Mayaguez, Pu;;e';':r1'"t"'o""'R'~':::c"'o-----

5. Additional Caches Located Since Revolt

Investigation by Insular Police and Agents of the FBI
since the Nationalist revolt has resulted in the recovery by
Insular Police of the following additional Nationalist weapons
and explosives:

SJ 100-3

4. Location ~of Weapons Caches

.'

-~

. -:
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On December 23, 1950 a search by Insulaf Poli'ce-
at the home'of TULLO GONZALEZ, I 1
Puerto RiCO, resulted in the se~zure of the folloW1ng material:

1 .22 caliber Winchester single shot rifle #130249
1 Knickerbocker double-barrel shotgun,

16 gauge #208367
3 machetes
1 revolver holster

On January 1,'1951, Insular Police searched the
farm of CARMELO ALVAREZ, Vega Alta, Puerto Rico, which search
resulted in the seizure of 85 sticks of dynamite. The dynamite
was described as being covered by wrappers which read, "Standard
Gelatin, 60% St,rength,'National," with·the exception of one .
stick whose label read, "Herconite 4-A, Hercules Powder Company,
Inc., Wilmington, Delaware."

b7C On January
ber pistol of French
li fr m the home

8, 1951, Insular
make, serial No.

'EL PE CALVENT

Police-seized a .45 cali
53104A,'and two loaded
R AD

'" n urce,

b7C

. On January 20, 1951, Insular Police seized the follow
~i~n~g~m~a~t~e~r~~~'a~l~a~t~the Denton'Cave, located on the Denton Farm,I I, Arecibo, Puerto Rico: .

1 .45 caliber U.S. Army Remington pistol, serial 1768353
85 .45 caliber bullets

5 rifle bullets

On ~'larch 13, 1951, Insular Police seized a cache of
twent~bottles in the vicinity of the farm of BLhNCA CANALES,I Jayuya, Puerto Rico. The bottles had contained

~g=a~s~o~I~i~n~e~,~a=n=d~wereapparently a portion of the incendiary bomb
supply available to the Nationalist group at Jayuya, Puerto
Rico, at the time of the revolt, according to Insular Police.

On May 11, 1951, Insular Police seized 52 sticks of
d;namite W:iCh ~a4 been located on the farm of PEDRO 80TO VELEZ,I _ __~ _ JMayaguez, Fuerto Rico. ~nsular Police-traced
t e owners lP 0 this dynamite to GREGORIO PEREZ ~mRALES, in
carcerated Nationalist, who had sold the farm on which the
dynamite was located to SOTO VELEZ.
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SEOOtl~
On May 17, 1951, in a search of the home of CARLOS

QUINONES GONZALEZ, in Rio Piedras, Insular Police seized 18
rounds of .45 caliber ammunition and. 4 rounds of .38 caliber
ammunition. This· location had boen the residence of DIEGO
QUINONES GONZALEZ, a Nationalist who was· involved in the Post
Office incident at San Juan, Puerto Rico, on October 30, 1950.

6. Determination of Ownership of Recovered
Weapons and Expl~o~s~i~v~e~s~ __

Investigation is being conducted by Insular
authorities and this office to determine which of the weapons
and explosives seized from Nationalists during and following
the revolt belonged to the particular NPPR members listed in
Section 2 above as having been armed on ~ome occasion prior
to or during the revolt •. Eighty-three of the recovered
weapons bear serial numbers which are being used in the
process of tracing ownership of these weapons.
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8.L ' Serial Numbers of Recovered Firearms

Revolvers·
BUlldog~ .32 caliber • • •
Colt, •.:>2 caliber. '. • • •

• • •
• • • •

Serial 'Number
• • • • • • •• 75,911
• • ~ • ~ • •• 326,327

326,816
232,962
511,833

Colt Police Special, .38 caliber •• " •.' •••••
Colt Police Positive Special, .38 caliber ••••••
colt, Detective special, .38 caliber •••••••

Colt, .38 caliber•••••••••••' • • • • • • 466,779
467,982
127,291
494,714
115,438
527,709
621,189
382,468

386,071
538,601,
541,781 '

Colt, .45 caliber••••••••••••

. .. . . 21,187

10,525

15,989

192,075

328,663

D8091

• 9983-6254

• •

• •

• •

• •

• • •

•• • •

• •

· . ..

• •

• • •

• • •

• •

• •

• • •

• •

• •

• •

• •

• •

• • • •

• • •

• • •

• • • •

• • • • • • •

rver & Johnson, .32 caliber.

rver & Johnson, .38 caliber ••

Fordham~ .32 caliber •

Ruby, .38 caliber••• 0

Barrington &Richardeon, ~3g caliber·

Smith & Wesson, .32 caliber • •

• •smith &wesson, .38 caliber • • •

• •

• • •

• •• • •

• • •

• •• •u.S. Revolver, .32. caliber •
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.. ..

u.s; Revolven, .38 caliber••••••••••••

Bulldog, ,32 caliber••••••• , •••••••

Luger, .3B caliber••••••••••••••••

P-38, , . . . . . , . . . . .. . . . . • • • • •

85,958
28,731

127,091
38,675

34429-AS44
2320-S
1,41-4
8,455
8,320
970
4,488
2,539
5,408
1,231
8,569
8,127
8,015

..i

.~

"

.;

Remlngton~ .45 caliber " ••••••••• , , , • 1,903,535
1,292,621
1,510,389

Prima; ,25 caliber~ • , • • • • • • • • • • • • • 450

U.S. Property, C61t, ~45"'callber •••••• , , , 1,525,750

.·:-i
',,'.

-.';.
"

\verkfut, ,32 caliber' , • , • • • • • , • • • • • • 116,841

Colt, .45 caliber •• , •• , ; •••• ; •• , • 766,580

sub-Machine Guns

M-3, USA, ~45 caliber •••
Thompson, .45 caliber • • •

• •
• •

• • • • • • • • •
• • • • • • • • •

210,621
302,849

Shotguns

Harrington'&'Richsrdson, ,12 caliber ••• , • ~ •
'.o1inchester, ',16 caliber • '••••• '. ; •••••
Wonder~ ".12 caliber. e.•••••• '•••••••

4,063
231
515,401
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•

• •

•

· ,

5;832
10,313
930-30
90,265
65;245·
61;652
86,592
61.22S-CDRLR

663 ;OOO-c
237;790

• • 156,864
510

M-94

• • •

, .

• • •

-,

• •

•
• •

• •

•

• • •

•

'"'f!"
e;. OJ ~J

.. ',;,;;, . u

•

• •

•
• • •

, .

· .. ~

• • •
• • •

•

J, C. Higgins, ,16 c~liber ••
Higgins~ ;22 GB11.beT ~ '.' 0

Hungarian, aut,(·m::ri:,:;.c .
T '),~' .,',uapanese., ~ .... '~I co... lfJer • ~

Winchester, .22 caliber
.44 caJ.:.ber
.22 caJ.ibe!'
.22 caliber.

Remington, .22 ca:iber
Marvin, .22 calibe~ .

SJ 100-3

Rifles

Pistols

., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

"Dud' nade in Czechoslovakia, .25 caliber • •

Deutlrl1e Work Erfut, 7.65 caliber • • •

Gern:an make, P-38 caliber • • . · •
.32 caliber • • • • • • • • •

Colt, (U.S. Army), .45 caliber ••

Beretta, .38 cali0er

Colt, .32 caliber

639,523

•

•

• • 403 ;525
553;794
61,655

76,030
7811-9

478;424
595 ;431
143,516

708,980

.D-244,60l

•• 3,353

• •• 180,309

• • 140,996

•• 9;462
• • 226,649

•• 20,462

• •

•

• • •

• •

• • •

• • •

•

• •

•

~ . . . .

• •

•

• •

• •

Colt, .45 caliber

Eibar, .38 caliber

Erftut, .38 caliber

Hertal, .38 caliber

154~
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This law makes it a misdemeanor:

I.

d. To carry, or transport the barreY of any
firearm, the handle of any revolver, the magazine of any pistol,
or the housing of any firearm for the purpose of having same
repaired, without permission of the local Chief of Police.

~.~.~._-_._------,----~e.e.
SJ 100-3

a. To make, cause to make, put up for sale, offer,
deliver to anyone, or dispose of any weapon or instruments
commonly known as blackjacks, billies, or brass knuckles •.

b. To offer, sell,'rent, lend, transfer, deliver,
any shotgun,revolver, pistol, or any firearm, air gun, spring
propelled gun or blank pistol without a license. ,

c. To have or possess any pistol, revolver or other
firearm without a license.

b. Insular La"" 17 (li,:eapons' Law of Puerto
Rico, Janua~ 19, 1951)

Following the Nationalist revolt of October, 1950,
the Insular Legislature passed a law (January 19, 1951) to
control' the availability of weapons in Puerto Rico. This
measure, Insular Public Law 17 of 1951, is re-
ferred to as the Weapons Law of Puerto Rico. A summary of the
provisions of this law is set out below:

~
Additional pistols, revolvers, rifles and shotguns

were recovered but serial numbers had been removed. An atte pt '
is being made to trace the ownership of these firearms.

7. Legal Steps by Insular Authorities To
___L::.~=·m",,~;:;.::·t Availa.bility of Weapons ..

a. Firearms Laws Prior to October 30, 1950

Insular Public Law 14 of June 25, 1924, had contain d
provisions making it a violation of Insular Law to carry weap ns
under cprtain circumstances." Insular Public Law 14 of June 1 ,
1936, had made it a violation to possess an unregistered fire
"arm.
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S~l
e. To possess, carry, ~ny weapon.commonly

known as a blackjack, billy, or brass knuckles, or any weapon
known as a dagger, sword, sword cane, pocket knife with blade
of 3" or more, stiletto I or any similar weapon. The law also
specifies safety razor blades and garrotes when used in com
mission or attempted commission of a crime; or machete, harpoon,
pick, except when being carried in connection with their proper
use.

f. To carry, or transport any pistol, re
volver, or other firearm without a licen~ •.

II.

This law makes ita felony:

a. To sell, have for sale, deliver, rent, lend, or
in anyway dispose of or transport any instrument or weapon
known as a machine gun. (Doesn't apply to Insular Police or
Insular Government use or use by Armed Forces of the United StatesJ

b. To violate section (e) in Part I above if pre
viously convicted of an infraction of this law or if previously
convicted of crimes set forth in Article 17 of this law,
which crimes include violation of Insular Law #53 (subversive
activities law, described fully in Section N of this report.)

c. To possess or use a machine gun or sawed off
shotgun.

.,;

victed of
of crimes

d. To violate Section (c) above if previously con
an infraction of this law or if previously convicted
set forth in Article 17 of this law including Law 53.

e. To violate Section (f) above.

f. To carry, or tr~n~port any lo~dcd pistol,
revolver or firearm or carry, or tr~nsport any pistol,
revolver or firearm together with ammunition that may be used
in firing these weapons, without having a license to carry
weapons.
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. _S~
g. To possess, sell, have for sale; lend, offer;

deliver or dispose of any instrument, device, contrivance, or
accessory that silences or reduces the noise of-the firing of
any firearm. (Does not 'apply to Insular Police, National Guard,
or Armed· Forces of the United States.) I

h. Every firearm must have a serial number or the
complete name of the owner-engraved on it and it is a felony
to remove, mutilate, cover, alter, or erase the serial number
or owner's name or to knowingly buy, sell, receive, give to
another, transfer, carry or possess any firearm with serial
number or owner's name removed, mutilated, altered or erased.
Applies equally to a dealer in firearms.

This law leaves it to the discretion of the Chief of
Police of Puerto Rico to grant a license to'possess firearms to
the head of a family, a merchant, or a farmer, but the law pro
vides that the weapon-must be maintained in the residence, in
the place of business, or in the farm house.

The law further sets forth those who may legally have,
possess and transport firearms; such as members of the Armed
Forces of the United States and Puerto Rico, Insular Police,
Superintendent of Prisons, etc.

The law sets forth that the Chief of Police of Puerto
Rico is not authorized to grant a license for the possession of
more than one revolver or pistol and one shotgun at the same
farm house.

The law states that application for a license to
possess firearms must be made under oath and that the Chief of
Police of Puerto Rico will not grant a license until he is
convinced that the individual is e person of unimpeachable con
duct, of good reputation and no reason exists to deny the
application, moreover the applicant's fingerprints must be
taken or already contained in the files of the Police Depart-

-ment.

Article 17 of this law provides that the Chief of
Police of Puerto RiCO will not grant a license to possess
firearms to anyone who has been convicted in Puerto Rico or
elsewhere of the following crimes or attemp~ed crimes:

.j
.J-,
-;
:t
.]
.-~
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.~ ..
~er jn my degree, voluntary homicide, kidnaping, rape, mutila
tion, attack with intent to commit murder or manslaughter,
aggravated assault when this has been accomplished with a .
firearm'or a cutting or stabbing weapon, robbery, burglary,
larceny, arson, incest, violation of Law #53 of June 10, 1948
amended (subversive activities), violation·of Law #220 of
May 15, 1948, amended (bolita or boli-pool, a variation of. the
numbers racket), or violation of Article 371 of the Penal Code
(trespassing by force), nor shall a license be grant8d to a
person mentally unbalanced, to a habitual drunkard, or to a
person addicted to the use of narcotics or drugs or to anyone
who has been convicted of a violation of any of the provisions
of this law.

Insular Polic8 have made several arrests of violators
of Law 17 sinc8 the date of the passage of this law, though
violators have not been reported to be members of the NPFR.

. --~

!
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E. CURRENT Ni:PR POLICY
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E. CURRENT NPPR POLICY

1. Ori~in. Development and Operation
of PPR Policy

a. Origin

In 1923 the year after the founding of the NPPR,
JOSE COLL Y CUCHI, first president of the NPPR, published a book
entitled "El Nacionalismo En Puerto Rico" (Nationalism in Puerto
Rico). A Declaration of Principles of the Nationalist Party,
which appears on Page 148 of the book is reflected below in its
En51ish translation:

"The Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico
aspires to constitute a free, sovereign and independent
republic in conformance with the (principles of the)
founding of nations. It will have recourse to the
polls with the object of governing the interests of
the people of Puerto Rico and of attaining 6Qr supreme
desire. .

. "We declare that the elm of the Nationalist
Party of Puerto Rico is to guarantee a responsible
government and to execute the will of the people."

In 1926, foreshadowing doctrines and policies
which were to be followed by the NPPR upon his assumption of the
presidency of the party, PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS, a Harvard educated
lawyer and vigorouB NPPR member, gave an interview to a representa
tive of the Puerto Rican periodical "Los Quijotes", in which he
proposed:

The formation of a revolutionary organization
embracing all the people of Puerto Rico in
order to break with the colonial regime of
the United States Government.

The need for international recognition of
Puerto Rico as an independent nation.

150~
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The need for Latin American solidarity
against "Yankee imperialism".

Nonparticipation in the "colonial elections"
(the Ins~ar elections). . b2

b7D
b. !1.f-'relopment

Confidential Informant [=:J of known reliability I

advised in May, 1951, that in the late 1920s ALBIZU CAMPOS
g13.ve public acid-('esses and radiobroadcast lectures in Puerto Rice
:i.n 1'rhich he expcJunded doctrine couched in legal-sounding terms
wh~ch, according to the informant, apparently had as its purpose
the preparation of the Puerto Rican people for the acceptance
of the NPPR program. .

The Nationalist Point of View

There follows a synthesis of doctrinal elements
found in the public utterances and official documents·of PF.DRO
ALBIZU CAMPOS and other party leaders since 1926.

1. Puerto Rico has been a free, sovereign
republic since Spain granted Pu~rto Rico
an autonomous charter by royal decree in
1$97. (This thesis is occasionally
qualified with the claim that Puerto Rican
sovereignty actually dates back to the .
proclamation of the Republic of Puerto
Rico during the Lares rebellion in 1$6$.)

2. The NPPR is the official and only
representative of the free Republic of
Puerto Rico.

3. The ceding of Puerto Rico to the United
States from Spain in 1899 by the Treaty
of Paris was r..ever legally fulfilled in
a manner consistent with the terms 0: the
autonomous charter, inasmuch as the Puerto
Rican Parliament had not been consulted.
Consequently, Puerto Rico did not lose
the status of a sovereign nation nor pass
to the United States by cession.
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•••

6.

8.

In consequence of one and three above,
the position of the United States in Puerto
Rico, since the landing of U. S. troops in .
Puerto Rico during the Spanish American war,
has been that of a foreign invader. U. S.
":nilitary occupation" of Puerto Rico since
J.898 has been in continuous violation of inter
r,ational law.

AIAO in consequence of number one and three
a~0ve) ~he United States has no legal
a'.lthorH.)r or jurisdiction in Puerto RiCO,
!:'Jt holds Puerto Rico forcibly in the status
~f a colony. The Insular Government is a
puppet. government which is acting in league
with the United States to perpetuate the colonial
status of Puerto Rico, to keep Puerto Rico
enslaved and to prevent the Puerto Rican people
from enjoying their rightful national
sovereignty.

The people of Puerto RiCO, continuously
maltreat.ed· by the Yankee imperialist
gOyer~m8~t,must organize and throw out
the invader. To do this, the government
of the United States in'Puerto Rico and its
coloniaJ. r'3presentative, the Insular Govern
ment, m;.~st be overthrown.

The use of ballot will not avail in
driving out the Yankee invader, because the
Insular Government, which is in league with
the United States Government, would neVer
permit elections to express the pro-In
dependence will of the people; consequently,
organized force must be used for the rescue
of Puer~n Rican sovereignty.

Inte~national recognition of Puerto Rican
sovereignty must be secured. Solidarity
with other nations, particularly with the
Latin American republics/ to present a united
front against "American ~mperialism" is
essential for the securing of international
recognition of Puerto Rico's sovereignty.
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c. Operation

Basic NPPR operational policies derived from
doctrine set out above and taught by ALBIZU CAMPOS and other
NPPR officials for years are set out below in summarized form.
Informatio~ con;e;;in: the:e, po1icies was secured from reliable b2
informantsL _ __ _ _I from NPPR documents seized by the b7D
Insular Police 0 ow~ng t e October, 1950, Nationalist revolt
and from NPPR published material and recorded speeches.

International----
The oonducting of propaganda on the international

level, directed toward the Latin American countries in particular,
and the United Nations organization since its inception, with the
objective of securing international recognition of Puerto Rico
as a sovereign nation and securing the assistance of other
nations in forcing the United States to withdraw from Puerto Rico.

Nati,.nal
(Policies in relation to the United States)

1. Utili~ation of every opportunity to deny United
States authority in Puerto Ric".

2. Refusal to obey certain United States' law in
Puerto Rico (e.g. defiance of the Selective Service Acts).

3. P.efus,~}. to ~ooperate with United States Govern
ment ~nspired projects in Puerto Ric~ (e.g. anti-tuberculosis
campa~gnJ.

4. Advocacy of violent overthrow of United States
Government in Puerto Rioo.

5. Commit·:;i;~.,,::>f acts of violence to disrupt
United States Government c~e~~tions in Puerto Rico.

Domestic
rlnsular)

1. Nonpartir.ip~tiop in Insular elections.

2. Noncooperation with Insular Government.

163 S~

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



-.
SJ 100-3

3. Agitation for resistance to constituted
authority in Puerto Rico.

4. The committing of acts of violence intended
to disrupt and/or overthrow the Insular Government in Puerto
F:i~~.

Certain Lighlights of NPPR activity since the
founding of the party illustrate implementation of NPPR policies:

In the late 1920s ALBIZU CAMPOS toured South
hmerica and the Caribbean in a propaganda campaign intended to
unite Latin America against the United States and to secure
international support for his plan of independence for Puerto
Rico.

In 1930 the NPPR issued bonds in the name of
the "Republic of Puerto Rico" and began to mold the youth group
of the party into the Nationalist Army•.

. The NPPR, overwhelmingly defeated in the 1932
elections j.n Puerto Rico, abandoned Insular elections as the.
means of securing support for its program and turned to violence.

Nationalist violence from 1932 through 1938
included the storming of the Capitol Building in San Juan, and
an assault on the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of·Puerto
Rico, jn 1932; a series of bombings of public buildings, a gun
battle with Insular Police and a declaration of w~r aeainsttlBl~

(the United States) in 1935; the assassination of the Chief of
the Insular Police and other attempted assassinations in 1936;
an armed clash with Insular Police in which nineteen persons
were killed and many others injured, the attempted assassination
of Federal Judge ROBERT A. COOPER in 1937; the murder of an
official of the Puerto Rican National Guard during·the attempted
assassination of the then Governor BLANTON WINSHIP, in 1938.

In 1940, with many of the NPPR leaders in
prison as a result of Federal or Insular convictions for ad
vocating violent overthrow of the United States Government,
assassinations, or assassination attempts, the acting leadership
of the party published proclamations counseling noncompliance with
the Selective Service Act of 1940.

16-rJr~
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'The unceasing propaganda campaign of the NPPR
(expressing doctrine set out in "b" above), conducted by publica
tions, public addresses, radiobroadc3sts and correspondence,
r.ontinued over these critical years fer the party.

With the passage of the Selective Service Act
of 1948, the Nationalist policy·of defiance of United States
law was again implemented by the refusal on the part of several
NPPR members to comply with the provisions of that Act.

The increasingly vitriolic speeches of ALBIZU
CAMPOS and other NPPR leaders from 19M1 to 1950 urging violent
overthrow of the established government in Puerto Ric~ and the
renewal of firearms practice and drilling by NPPR member~ cul
minated in the Nationalist uprising of October, 1950.

NPPR Policy Following NPPR Revolt
of October, 1950

2.b2

b7D

Confident ial InformantIIof unknown reliabili y,
advised in Nove;;e; 19;0 that ~e h;9 sectrrearinformation from a
member of the I __ _ _ ~ ~JNPPR that future operations
of the NPPR wou e 0 a comp ete y underground nature.

However, information received from reliable
informants I Since the Nationalist revolt has
failed to indicate a change in basic NPPR policies; The critical
situation in which the NPPR currently finds i~self, with most
leaders and many active members of the NPPR incarcerated and with
un incarcerated members apprehensive of prompt prosecutive action
should the NPPR program be resumed, has resulted in cessation of .
virtually all operations of the party. However, the perseveran~e

of NPPR overt operations on a small scale has been evidenced by
public gatherings of some unincarcerated NPPR members for cele
bration of certain annual NPPR commemorative days since the
Nationalist revolt.
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F. MEETINGS

i

....

,
;,

.j,
'1

1. Types

The Constitution of the NPPR provides for
the following functioning groups, each of which conducts
meetings at intervals for the discharge of its func.tion:

The General Assembly

The National Board

The Municipal Boards

Additional NPPR gatherings which confidential
informants and members of the Internal Security Bureau of
the Insular Police have reported include:

Public celebrations by the NPPR on
annual commemorative days.

Special fund raising gatherings
referred to as "Estudiantinas".

Special prJ.vate meetings·of NPPR
officials.

Gathering of certain NPPR members
for firearms practice.

Gatherings of companies of the Cadet
organization (The military arm of the
NPPR) for the purpose of drilling.

Conspiratorial meetings preparatory
to acts of violence.

Mobilization and rendezvous of
members with the immediate purpose
of executing sc ts of violence •
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The schedule below has been prepared from
Insular Folice and infor~ant reports of public NFFR meetings
over a period of the past five years.

Certain dates coincide with Puerto Rican
Insular holidays honoring outstanding men, or events in
Puerto Rican history. On such occasions the NPPR conducts
its ceremonies separately from the official Insular Govern
ment ceremonies.

Public celebrations of the NPPR, including
speeches and parades have occurred on dates listed below.
These are con~emorative dates having special signifi ance
to the NFPR. Under each date is sho_m the town in Puerto
Rico where the NPPR concentrates its public aiebration 9n
the given date.

..1••
SJ 100-3 :S~

2. Public Meetings

a. Annual Celebrations
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CALENDAR OF NFFR COMMEMORATIVE DAYS

Annual Commemorative
Dates Which Are Also
Insular Holidays

April 16
(At San Juan and
Santurce)

JUly 25
(At Guanica)

October 12
(At Ponce)

November 19
(Aguada)

Other Annual
Celebrations
by NPPR

March 21
(At Ponce)

April 8
(At Cabo Rojo)

September 23
(At Lares)

October 26
(At Fajardo)

Dates Irregularly
Celebrated by
NPPR

February 23
(At Utuado)

March 24
(H Yauco)

June 11
(At Manati)

~.~d'ft1\
-'~ ~

.". j.

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



, i

."~

..~. - .~

....:.-
.... ,';.:.

·c'.

' ...

February 23
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March 21

March 24

April 8

The significance ·of these dates is summarized below:

On February 23, 1936, ANGEL MARIO MARTINEZ, a
Nationalist of Utuado, Puerto Rico, was killed
by Insular Police while attempting to assassi
nate the Chief of Police at Utuado. On the
same date 'two other Nationalists, HIRJl;M
ROSADO and ELIAS BEAUCHAMP, were killed by
Insular Police in San Juan, Puerto Rico, after
assassinating Colonel FRANCIS RIGGS, Chief of
the Insular Police of Puerto Rico. February
2] is exclusively a Nationalist commemorative
day in honor of the three Nationalist "martyrs",
ROSADO, BEAUCHAMP, and MARTINEZ.

On March 21, 1937, nineteen persons were killed
and about one hundred injured (including .
members of the NPPR) in a shooting affray
between the Nationalists and Insular Police
at Ponce, Puerto Rico. The encounter occurred
when NPPR members, having been denied a permit
for a public parade in Ponce, nevertheless
formed ranks with a large body of NPPR Cadets
in the lead and attempted to parade through
the streets of Ponce. This event is referred
to by the NPPR as the "Ponce Massacre".

On March 24, 1897, FIDEL VELEZ and forty other
Puerto Ricans attempted unsuccessfully to over
throw the Spanish garrison at Yauco, Puerto
Rico.

On April 8, 1830, Dr. RAMON EMETERIO BETANCES
was born in Cabo Rojo, Puerto Rico. BETANCES
was a physician, writer, and revolutionary
leader closely identified with both the Cuban
and. the Puerto Rican revolutionary movements
against the Spanish regime in the nineteenth
century.
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April 16. 1866, was the birthdate of JOSE
DE DIEGO (1866-1918). DE DIEGO was a Speaker
of the Puerto Rican House of Representatives
and was one of the most outstanding leaders
in the Puerto Bican independence movement.

r
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April 16

\. ,

sum·...
••

l.

.rune 11

July 2$

September 23

October 12

On June 11, 1891, ANTONIO VELEZ ALVARADO, a
puerto Rican residing in New York City

created a flag for Puerto Rico. The flag
designed by VELEZ was adopted in 1922 as
the official flag of the NPPR, though it is
also venerated in Puerto Rico as the Puerto
Rican flag. The NPPR refelB to June 11 as
the tlDia de 1a Bandera" (Flag Day).

On July 25, 1898, a contingent of United
States troops under the command of General
NELSON A. NILES landed at Guanica on the
south coast of puerto Rico during the
Spanish American War. The united States
troops met some resistance at Guanica.
The NPPR ascribes this resistance to a body

of patriotic Puerto RicW1S rather than to
the Spanish Army.

On September 23, 1868, a group of Puerto
Ricans inspired by Dr. RAMON EMETERIO
BETANOES staged a rebellion at Lares,
Puerto Rico, against the Spanish regime.
On this date the puerto Rican insurgents
established momentary control in the mountain
town of Lares and proclaimed the Republic of
puerto Rico with FRANCISCO RAMIREZ as its
first president. This date has special
significance for the NPPR inasmuch as a main
thesis of NPPR doctrine is the claim that
puerto Rican sovereignty was actually estab
lished on September 23, 1868, with the rebel
lion at Lares. The NPPR refers to the annual
celebration of this date as the "Grito de Lares"
(Cry of Lares).. .

On October 12, 1492, columbus discovered the
New World. This date has special significance
to Latin America as the beginning of Spanish
settlement in the New World. It is referred
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•• ..

October 26

November 19

b.

to as the "Dia de la Raza"
(Day of the Race).

This date is celebrated in commemoration
of the birthdate of ANTONIO VALERO DE
BERNABE, a native of Fajardo, Puerto Rico,
and a nineteenth century revolutionary
leader. General VALRRO is referred to by
the NPPR as the Liberator of Spanish
America.

History records the landing of Columbus
at Aguada, Puerto Rico, on November 19,
1493, on his second trip to the New
World. This date is celebrated as the
anniversary of the discovery of Puerto
Rico.

Public Meetings 1948 - 1950

According to Insular police and info~'mants,

NPPR public meetings had been irregularly held in Puerto Rico
during the period 1937 to December, 1947, (during that period
PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS, President of the NPPR, was serving a
Federal sentence in Atlanta Penitentiary and a subsequent
probationary term in New york City). These sourceS reported
a quickening of public interest in the NPPR in Puerto Rico
upon the return of ALBIZU to puerto Pica in December, 1947.
From that date, public NPPR meetings took on aspects of
regularity, significance, and greatly increased attendance.

(1) General Procedure

Announcements of pUblic meetings of the
NPPR usually have been printed as paid advertisements in
daily newspapers in Puerto Rico. An example of such an
announcement is selected from the September 21, 1948, issue
of the San Juan Spanish language daily newspaper "El Imparcial".
This notice, referring to a public meeting to take place at
Lares, Puerto Rico, September 23, 1948, is translated and sum

marized below:
I I
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March to the Catholic Church

National concentration of followers

•

Speech of welcome by the
President of the Lares
Municipal Board, NF?R

Various speeches related
to the meeting

March to the cemetery

Mass in honor of those who died
in the Lares revolution

Floral offering to the Puerto
Rican patriots at the Obelisk
"in Hevolutionary Square il in
Lares

Decoration of the graves of heroes
and martyrs of Lares

.'.~fterno0.!l

Reading of the proclamation of
the NiTR

An offering of the Republic of
Haiti to the Republic of Puerto
Rico,- which shall consist of
the mixing of Puerto Rican
earth with Haitian earth
obtained fran' the tombs of the
heroes and martyrs. (FIEHRE
MOR;.VL.H iVIOmK:.U, plenipotentiary
delegate of the NFPR to the
Republic of Hdti) •

Morning

6:00 h.M - Sounding of reveille

•••
S,J 100-3
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SJ 100-3

Closing speech by PEDRO
ALBIZU CAMPOS which will
be broadcast over Radio
Station l.-ICHN of Arecibo

Additional observations on ~eneral procedure
at ~PPR p~~] 1 c meetings have been made byL.."".-==::--r,=,,== _I I·officer of the Internal SecurJ. ty Bureau,

rnsu ar po ce, who had been assigned to coverage of these
meetings for several years;

The cadet organization, represented by
from twenty-five to one hundred uniformed. Cadets and cadet
officers, the number. depending on the size and importance
of the public meeting, gathers at the pUblic square of the
town in which the meeting is being held. The Cadet group
executes a few drill maneuvers and then, accompanied by
PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS, proceeds to the town cemetery where
the graves of Nationalist heroes are decorated. Often, a
Mass is celebrated in the local church. Thereafter, they
return to .the public square and ALBIZU CAMPOS makes a
speech, which is generally broadcast by radio. The meetings
are Offici ally op.ened II in the name of Almighty God and in
the name of the puerto Rican nation".' ALBIZU I S oration is
usually preceded on the program by a fel'; short speeches'
from other Party orators. ALBIZU I S speech usually runs from

two to four hours in duration. At times, the Nationalist
meetings have a small band which plays "La Borinquena"
(regarded by the NPPR as the Puerto Rican national anthem)
at the beginning of t~: program of speeches,

( 2) Attendance

Attendance at NPPR public meetings from
1948 to 1950, according to on-the-spot estimates by Insular
Police and confidential informants, has followed the trend
shown below:

b7C

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



i.
i,,

i,

I
, "

! I,

t
,,,
I

I,,,,
I,

I
I i

I Ii
I

I
I
I
I

I
I T,.

1

I
I
I
i

,
i
i

1 ~....,
• w • .1

I
I

i
!

,

*' "I

I

..'. I
~i

*:,

i
*!,

i
1
,

~:- i

,.r

Leres 9-23 -1;·9

li:r:o~;;LIC MEET- ESTIMATED J~TTENDANCE ~~t--
B!.GS 1948 - 1952: o. '11;:00 :1000 11;:00 ;?OOO 2500 :3000 "35;/""'-
Utuado 2-23 -4El "1"'- ~"'--"'I---_.;=..c"-':..r- i ,._-

" 1 i . :

Lares 9-23-48 l' 't · I! '
n~1~~4~ras r i ,". t~

1! I
Fonce 3-21-49! t I !

I I ,I I
Santurce 4-16-491 I i
JIi!anati 6-11-49 I :* i! ;

~, I 1i,
I

:~, I
I!*
I,

Guanica 7-25-l~9 I
i
I

Ponce 10-12-49 /

Fajardo 10-26-49
1,

;.guada 11-19-49

Utuado 2-23-50

Ponce 3-21-50
I

Cabo nojo 4-8-50 ;
!

Santurce 4-16-50;

Manati 6-11-50 I
Guanica 7-25-50 I
Lares 9-23-50

Ponce 10-12-50

Fajardo 10-26-50 !
j
!
I
i

.!
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SJ 100-3

Insular Police and informants have advised
that the majority of persons in attendance at NPPR public
meetings are idle spectators and are not known to have any
connection with the NPPR.

It will be observed from the graph above
that public attendance at NPPR celebrations in 1950 dropped
to apprOXimately half of the attendanc~ at similar meetings
in 1949. The drop in pUblic attendance has been attributed
to an incident at the April 16, 1950, ~ublic meeting when
ALBIZU CAMPOS, 'annoyed by an Insular POlice photographer,
threatened to have the photographer shot. Insular Police
who were present reported that.ALBlZU c~ntinued with a tirade
which included the phrases "Let the Nationalists take immed
iate measures ••• our patience is being ~xhausted••• let us' see
if they wish to start the'revolution here tonight.~.lI

(,3) Identity of participants

In reporting attendance at meetings set out
in sub-Section b (2) above, Insular POlice and confidential

informants have raported the actual attondance of members of "
the NPPR as varying from a high of three hundred at the March
21, 1949, meeting at ponce, Puerto Rico, to ,a low of twenty,
one members at the October 26, 1950, public meeting at
Fajardo, puerto Rico. Persons regUlarly 'in attendance at these
public meetings have included party leaders, local party leaders
of the area used as tlie site of the meeting, a concentration
of members from the area where the meeting is held, Cadet
members from all parts of the ISland, and general membership
from all parts of the Island in the case of large pUblic '
meetings.

(4) Purpose

A summary of information received from, the
Internal, Security ~rea~; :nSUlarpolice, reliable Confi
dential InformantsL- __ _ J and Confidential Informant
r----l of unknown re Iab~ 1 y, reveals that NPPR public b2
~ngs prior to October 30, 1950, (the date of the
Nationalist uprising) had the following significant b7D
objectives. '

~
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SJ 100-3

(a) The recruitment of new
members for the NPPR.

(b) A show of strength
through the parading
of uniformed "cadets
of the Repu.blic".

(c) The pUblicizing of
NPPR doctrine and
propaganda through
mediunl of public
addresses, voicing a
campaign of hate
against the united
states and Insular
governments and advocat
ing the overthrow of the
established government
in Puerto Rico.

The latter objective has been stressed by
Insular government prosecutors during the trials of ALBIZU
CP~POs and other leading Nationalists who have been convicted
for violation of Insular Public Law 53 of 1948 (Advocating
Ov&rthrow of the Insular Government).

Mr. JOSE C. APONTE, Special Insular
Prosecutor, in sununation during the trial of PEDRO ALBIZU
CAMPOS on this charge during 1951 referl~d to ALBIZU's
public speeches made at the NPPR public meetings from 1948
to 1950 as haVing been increasingly vitriolic in their
advocacy of overthrow of the Insular Government. Mr. APONTE
concluded that ALBIZU's speeches had their natural culmi~

nation in the Nationalist revolt of October, 1950~

(5) person in Charge

Reports of NPPR public meetings received
from Insular police and Confidential Informants have
revealed that the master of ceremonies at these meetings has
usually been the President of the Municipal Board of the
area where the particular meeting has been held,
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,

Speeches'made at NFPR pUblic meetings
from 1948 to October, 1950, !'Ed been marked by bitterness
of expression against the·United States and Insular authoriti s,
denial of their authority, insistence that the Insular Govern
ment is a puppet government of the United States; that the'
UnitedStat83 is holding fuerto Rico in economic, political,
social, and cultural enslavement, th2t the United States is
using bacteriological warfare'in an attempt to exterminate
the Puerto Ric;:m people, that HR 600 of the 81st Congress
(proposing a constitution for Fuerto Rico as a further
step in self government) was a device for enslavement of the
Puerto Rican people, that the United States is turning fuerto
Rico into a storehouse for atomic bombs, making it a strategic
spot for attack by an ~nemy; and repeated assertions that
the solution of ?uerto Rico's problems lies in independence
secured by force.

f..r 100-3

(6) Highlights of Discussion

i"arty leaders have continually advocated
violence in these public speeches with such phrases as:

HI"-e '.Till split the hearts of the
mj serable Yankees'! (I.NGEL CRUZ
CRUZ, February 23, 1948, at Utuado).

"The liberty of Puerto Rico should
be obtained with revolvers and
m':'.chetes ll • (fELEGRIN lIL~TOSGhRCIA,
September 23, 194$, at Lares).

!'Arise, arise •.• youth of Cabo' Rojo-.
prepare to rebel'! .(ESTi.NISLLO LUGO,
tpril 9, 1949, at Cabo Rojo) .

. llBlessed are those who have been born
under the enslw~nt of the United
States for they are the ones who havor
the privilege of seizing a dagger to
~art the hearts of the Yankees~ '
(PEDRO hLBIZU CM~rOS, JUly 25, 1949,
at Guanica, Puerto Rico), .

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



i,t the t·im8 I'Then the ahove leaders made
statembIlts attributed to them, .they held the follow
positions in the NPPR:

i.HGEL CRUZ CRUZ - Nationalist lawyer

SJ 100-3

the
ing

,

"Here the despotism of the
United States must be destroyed".
(~LBIZU C!~tOS, April 8, 1950,
at C2bo Raja).

"It is your duty to say: my
blood is at the service of the
independen ce of Puer-to Rico". .
(FRhNCISCO MhTOS fAOLI, tpril 16,
1950, at Santurce).

b2
b7D

PELEGRIN lfJ,TOS GfJ,CIA - Fresident of
Municipal Boe,rd
of NFrR at Cabo
Rojo according
to Confid~

Informant L-J
?EDRO ~LBIZU Ci~FOS - President, NPFR

according to his
. own a.dmission.

EC;TLNrsLJ..O J"UGO - Secretary of Municipal
Board of NF~R at Ponce,
accor~ing to his own
admission to Insular
authorities in November,
1,950.

FRANCISCO ~uTOS PAOLI - Secretary General
of the NFFR, who
was publicly
appointed to that
position on'
December 18, 1949,
by ALBIZU Cj~'OS.

i
;

<
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b. No NPfR ?ublic Meetings November,
122Q~~uary, 1951

Following the Nationalist uprising of
October, 19r,O, a lull ensued in public activity of the NPrR.
No reports of NrPR public meetings in Fuerto Rico were received
from any sources from November, 1950, through January, 1951.

d. Celebration of Mass February 24,
1951, San Juan

. Confidential Informantr---ladvised in
February, 1951, that a few Nationalists ~e1atives of·
deceased Nationalists attended Mass on February 24, 1951, at
San Jose Church in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Infor~~nt advised
this Mass was celebrated for Nationalists·who were killed in
the October, 1950, uprising and for the success of the legal
defense of PEDRO h.LBIZU CJ}~FOS, Fresident of the N?FR, who
was undergoing prosecution as a result of his participation
in the Nationalist uprising.

b2
b7D

Informant identified the following National
ists as having been in attendance at this Mass:

\
\

\
I,
\
\
\
I
\

\

\
!
I

i,
\

I
\,,

\

L\

JULN HJ.MO DIi.Z

i.NGELINi. TORRESOLi. ROURi.

CAI1MEN RIVERA

JOSEFINA RIVERJ,. SOTOMAYOR

Informant
present ~Tere women, whom he
deceased Nationalists.

1

A veteran Nationalist leader
and admitted member of the
National Board of the Ni·:R
at the time of the Nationalist
uprising.

Sister of GRISELIO TORRESOLA
(deceased would-be assassin .
of Honorable H:.mtY· S. TRUMAN,
President of the United
States).

Secretary to JUAN HERNANDEZ
VALLE (Nationalist legal
counsel) •

NfFR member

advised that most of the persons
believed to be relatives of the
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e. "Ponce Massacre" Ceremony
March 21, 1951

NffR public meetings were cautiously resumed
on March 21, 1951, with a small public meeting commemorating
the "Fonce Massacre;!. This meeting is p,rief1y a~scribed

below:

(1) Dete and Flace

Ponce, Puerto Rico
March 21, 1951

(2) Ch~racter and Purpose

Captain J. \'J. HEHNi,NDEZ ;,QUINO, .Superintendent
of Internal Security ,Bureau; Insular Police, advised by
report dated March 28, 1951, that on March 21, 1951, a small
group of Nationalists gathered for Mass at the Catholic
Cathedral in fonce, iuerto Rico, in honor of the Nationalists
killed in the "ronce Massacre". Followiilg th~ mass, the
group proceeded to Ponce Cemetery where they placed floral
offerings on the graves of dece~sed Nationalists.

(3) j,ttendance,

Eight persons.

(4) Identi.tv of Farticipants .

EUfill1IO RODRIGUEZ FEnEZ

FEDERICO DIJOLS

- FELIX SMlTI1.GO

ELE'HELT ESCOBl,E

ALBERTO NETIC!,DO

JULIL .CJ.fiT i.GENi,

I

~

i
I
I
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••

(6) Remarks ~edp.

(7) ~ctivities in Connection
Vii th Meet ine:':

if i.t least these fell in
defense of their father
land and not in Korea."

FEDERICO TIJOLSmade a few remarks includ
ing a statement, which tre.nslated into English reads as
follows:

i
i
;
!

j

j
j

·1

1
'~
I,
i

J
j

I
J
i

I
j
1
I

l
~

1
I

I
;

S~J

No uniformed Cadets were observed at this

M;.RIO !J\LRTINEZ
1';,TRI.i. LUGO

(5) jerson in Ghar~~

ceremony.

SJ 100-3

f. "Betances Day" Ceremony
I,pril Jh.J..22.=;1 _

(1) • Date and Flace

Following Mass and the ceremony at ,'once
Cemetery, the group proceeded to Marina Street, corner of
Aurora Street in Ponc.e (the site of. the nrmed encounter
between Insular folice and Nationalists on March 21, 1937),
stood there for a moment, and then disbanded in an orderly
manner.

EUFEl"iIO 110DB.IGUEZ i·ERE? was identified
in the report of C,,>ptain HERNi.NDEZ as the Nationalist who
opened the ceremonies at the Fonce'Cemetery by requesting
one minute of silence in memory of the Nationalist dead.

;,pril $, 1951, at the monument to·Dr. RAMON'
EMETERIO BET,.NCES in the public square e.t Cabo rtojo, Puerto
Rico.

1
~

(2) Character and ,urpose

The occasion was the annual Nationalist
celebration of th·, c'11l1iversary of Dr. R;J.~ON EMI,TERIO BET/.NeES I
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nineteenth century luerto Rican independence leader. Infor
mation concerning this gathering was provided by the Internal
Security Bureau of tho Insular folice.

D) ;,ttendance

Rf.Fl,"':,L C..HCEL RODRIGUEZ

,,

KEillliY FLOImS
Cabo Rojo, fuerto Rico

Rl.F;,EL LO;:EZ
Cabo Rojo, tuerto Rico

IHVIN FLORES ,-
Cabo Rojo, fuerto Rico

. 2DViIN G,-,nCI;. BIENVF_JHDO
RU,miEZ
Cabo Rojo, ?uerto Rico

.-,

~IIGUEL J.. RUIZ ,:.LICEA
Mayaguez, Fuerto Rico

;,IDi, FELICII.NO
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico

;,NTONIO MORENO
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico

Eleven persons.

(4) Identitv of lorticioants

"BEL.NCES I we bring these flowers
to your resting place to demon
strate again that the ideals for
which you struggled remain in our
hearts. We have come here to
svrenr again to continue the struggle
for your ideal."

(6) Remarks Mp.de

ni.Fl,EL C,j~CE1 RODHIGUEZ gave a brief
eulogy, which is set out below in its English translation:

SJ 100-3

F...Fj,EL C,)~CEL ROmUGUEZ
([resident, N~rR Municipal Board,
Mayaguez, fuorto Rico)

ZOn;,IDJ, Ci,NCEL
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico

JUf,NITf, R. DE· FELICIf,NO
il'iayaguez, fuerto nico

(5) ferson in Charge
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••
(7) j.ctivities

..

(1) Date and Place

During the brief ceremony, a Nationalist
flag and a floral offering were placed on the monument of
BET,.NCES.

g. "De Diego Day" Ceremonies
;.pril.16. 1951

The following account is taken from a
report·received from the Internal Security Bure~sular .
Police,supplementcd by information provided by~n hpril,
1951-

b2
b7D

Lpril 16, 1951.
San Juan and Santurce, Puerto Rico,

(2) Character and [uroose

The annual Nationalist celebration of the
anniversary of·the birth of JOSE DE DIEGO, fuerto Rican
independentist, legislator, and poet. The day was divided
into morning and afternoon ceremonies.

Morning Ceremonies

Morning ceremonies included:

6:00 h. M. - Mass at San Juan Cathedral,
8:60 A. M. - Assembling at Flaza Colon.

a: 20 J •• M. - Procession to San Juan
Cathedral

a:}O ,.. M. - Mass at San Juan Cathedral

9:00 J •• M. - I"rocession to San Juan
Cemet~ry
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..
9:10 A. M. - Ceremonies at San Juan

Cemetery

9:40 A. M. - Procession to Plaza Colon,
San Juan

10:15 A. M. - Adjournment

Afternoon Ceremonies

Afternoon ceremonies included:

1:00 F. M. - Assembling at Church of
Carnen, Barrio Obrero,
Santurce

1:30 P. M. - Mass at Church of Carmen

2:20 P. M. Procession to Santurce
r~unicipal Cemetery

2: /;.5 P. M. - Ceremony t:t Santurce
Municip.'ll Cemet.ery

3:00 P. Iv! • - Procession to Plaza
Barcelo, Santurce

3 :30
._) M. DispersalJ • -

(3) j;ttendance

\ '

\

\

\

Maximum attendance observed at any time
during the day's ceremonies was seventy·-seven persons.

(4) Identitv of ParticipantR

M . C .!,:QLnJ.11K eremon:tes

6: 00 A. ~1. Nass

PEDRO GONZf:LEZ BOULLERCI
JUtNITA GONZALEZ BOULLERCI

t'~J]
."- ,).
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JUAN ALAMO DIAZ
GERNU,NA BILBAO DE ALAMO
BUENIl.VENTURA RODRIGUEZ
INOCENCIO Li,GARE
LAURA MEDINA
VENERANDA RIVERA

8:20 A. M. Procession

FELIX MJ,TOS
DUENl.VENTURb. RODRIGUEZ
LUIS GONZi.LO Mi.URY RUIZ
VENERi,NDJ, RIVERi.
GJ,BINO BRUNO ORTEGI.
JUJill GONZ~LEZ SOTOM~YOR,

JUJ,NITA GONZb.LEZ SOTOMAYOR
GLI.DYS TORRESOLi.
ANGELINA TORRESOLA DE PLJ,TET
JOSE LCOSTA VEGJ,

~JOVINO RODRIGUEZ
LI.URIi MEDINA
,TULN1, A. MILLS
ENRIQUE LYOROt ABREU
i.GUSTIN IM.LDON:.DO
GI~SPLR. ENC,.RNi.CION SJ,NTLNA

/INOCENCIO Li.Gi.RE
JUi'NITI. GONZALEZ BOULLERCI
MJ.RIANO LAFONTAINE
FERNANDEZ FUENTES FIGUEROA

r FELIX FELICHNO MORi.LES
ABDONSO SOTOMhYOR
I,NGEL SANTIl.GO LOPEZ
VICTOR C,'.RRERIeS
nGrilINGO ZI.MBRI.N,:.
JOSE MOYL
DR. Mi,NUEL Gi.RCIA ESTR1.DI,
ISi.BEL Gi.RCIl, DE Gi.RC Til ESTRl.DA
VICTOR 1.NGLERO
JOSE ARES

.>

.~
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appeared to
the 6:00 A.

FELIX Mi,TOS
BUENf.VENTURA RODRIGUEZ
VENERi.NDi. RIVERA
JU,'.N GONZl.LEZ SOTOMAYOR
GLfiDYS ' TORRESOLA
ANGELIN1 TORRESOLA DE PLATET
JOSE l.COST!. VEGl..
LAlJRfi JVIEDINf.
JUf.tU, f.. MILLS
GASPAR ENChRN~CION S~~TANA

-INOCENCIO Li.Gi.RE
/ JU;.NITi. GONZALEZ BOULLERCI
~·FELIX FELICIi.NO MORl.LES
;~GEL S!~TIAGO LOPEZ
VICTOR C!.RItERi.S
VICTOR i.NGLERO
JOSE CRUZ ESTHl.Di.
1.LEJl.NDRO RUIZ PEREZ.
FRJ.NCISCO :.ULET
NELLY TIRADO DE ROS~DO

PRUDENCIO CRUZ ESTRADA
RUBEN ni,RIO REYES

r----ladvised that the rest of the individuals
who participateJ-rn-ihese ceremonies appeared to be relatives
of deceased Nationalists.

(5) Persons in Charge

r----bdvised that no particular individual
be i~ge of the group which assembled for
M. Mass.

b2

b7D

Informant advised that BUENAVENTURA RODRIGUEZ
LUGO appeared to be in charge of the Nationalist group at tpe
Plaza Colon assembling point at 8:00 ii. M.

. r--lstated that RODRIGUEZ LUGO, aided by
JUl.Nl. MILLS and ~l.NnA RIVERA, organized the )1larchers
for the afternoon procession.

I
\
I

\

1 "().. ,'-
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SJ 100-3 .s~~
. 0 pointed out that JUi.NJ. MILLS had

made arrangements for the newspaper publicity prior to
i.pril 16, 1951, announcing the NPPR assembly point. .

Informant stated that HODRIGUEZ LUGO
was assisted by the following individuals in organizing
the 8:20 h. M. procession:

AlmSTIN jvI:.LDONi.DO, veteran
Nationalist leader in the Rio
Fiedras, Puerto Rico, area.

GJi.SFl,R ENCLRNi.CION S.:.NTi-.NI., a
Nationalist lawyer and veteran
party or2tor.

b2

b7D

\

r---lstated that VICTOR riNGLERO, of
Santurce, Puerto~ led the morning and afternoon proces
sions, bearing the Nationalist flag.

(6) Remarks Made

No speeches were given during the
ceremonies on April 16, 1951. ~t 10:15 A. g. prior to the
dispersal of the Nationalist group at flaza Colon, GASr i.Ii
ENC1,RN:,CION SLNT:.Ni, announced that they would meet again at
the Church of Carrnen th2t day to "glorify the patriots who
died for the fatherland".

,During the ceremonies at 9:10 h. M. at
San Juan'Cemetery and in the afternoon at Santurce Municipal
Cemetery, the assembled Nationalists p12ced floral ~Ireaths

on the tombs of the deceased Nationalists.' The day's
ceremonies were cornpleted without incident.

Nationalist
Day) in any

Insular Police and informants reported no
celebration on June 11, 1951 (Nationalist Flag
part of the Island of Puerto Rico.

1 "0..- . ....,
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liEs tudiantinas"

Reports from Insular POlice and informants
for several years prior to the Nationalist uprising of
09t6ber, 19$0, reveal. the occasional public appearance
of small Nationalist groups known as "Estudiantinas ll

(English translation--parties of students who go around
playing various musical instruments). When this term
is applied by the NPPR, it refers to groups of National
ists who travel from town to town in Puerto Rico, accom
panied by a small group of musicians, stopping on street
corners or in stores and soliciting funds from the as
sembled audience while the musicians entertain.

An example Nationalist IIEstudiantinall

,...t'o~.:.=.""",=--"i..n~t""h",e...........o><.l""",=""",,,,,,,",,s,,,,,,,.....,a'""'""i zat i on 0 fareport b7C
~""__~""~~~~~~~~~~~~Internal Security... ruary 28, 1950:

On January 21, 1950, a procession
of twelve Nationalists from Mayaguez,
puerto Rico, was observed in the streets
of' San Sebastian, Puerto Rico. The
procession, led by JACINTO RIVERA
PEREZ, Vice president of the NPPR,
included one NPPR Cadet in uniform,
carrying a Nationalist flag. The
group, accompanied by a band of
stringed instruments traversed the
streets of San Sebastian where they
solicited funds for the NPPR. Two

. placards were carried by the group.
They read-- II Contribute to Exterm:j.nate
the Yankee Despotism in Our Country"
and "As Good Puerto Ricans Help your
Brothers in.prison" (referring to
Nationalists serving sentences for vio
lation of the Selective Service Act).

4. Private Meetings

a. Types

i}General Assemblies

National Board Meetings

.,,
...,

;- ....
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Municipal Board Meetinga

Special Meetings of Officers

~mrilllng of Cadet Organization

Conspiratorial Meetings
Preparatory to Acts of
Violence

Mobilization and Rendezvous
for Immediate Acts of Violence

The drilling of companies of the Cadet organi
zation and meetings for the purpose of firearms practice have
been held by the NPPR for the respective purposes of present
ing a pUblic display of strength and for the clandestine .
development of true armed strength by the party. Meetings of
these types are tabulated in Section C. Cadet Organization,
7-a-(S)-(b) and (c).

Meetings of the type marked with an asteriSk in
the list above have permitted public observation to the
following extent:

The general assemblies are held in a large
rented meeting hall and are attended by many members of
the NPPR. Security measures by the NPPR have not been
completely successful in preventing observation of the pro
ceedings by the Insular Police and curious spectators.

Drilling of Cadet companles, although conducted
as a rule at night and in sequestered spots, has of neces
sity been conducted on highways or open fields.

b. National (General) Assemblies

(1) Information Concerning

The NPPR Constitution, Chapter I, Article 1, reflects
that the NPPR shall be composed of:

The National Assemblies
(Co=only referred to as "General Assemblies")
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The National Boards

The Municipal Boards

Information concorningGeneral Assemblies, the
National Board, and the Municipal Boards of the NPPR lscon
densed from pertinent portions of the NPPR constitution, sup
plemen ted by informati0'l froo Tn:Jl~Ar :QJ ~c: r;norts, from
Confidential Informsnt~Jand from

available NPPR documentary mater a se zeynsular Police
foll~wing the Nationalist revolt of October, 1950 •.

GEllERAL ASSEMBLIES

Function:

To elect national officers and make resolutions con
cerning policy.

Special National Assemblies may be called by request.,
of ten or more legally constituted Municip,al Boards or at any
time by the National Board. During the past two years there
have been no special assemblies; the regular annual assemblies
of 1948 and 1949 were he~d on December 19, 1948, and December
18, 1949, at San Juan and Arecibo, Puerto Rico, respectively •

. No National Assembly has been reported since the latter date.

Composition:

The Assembly is composed of members of the National
Board plus two elected members and two alternate delegates
from each Municipal Board •.

Confidential Inforrnantr---lhas advised that the
two delegates and two alt0rnate~m the Municipal Boards b2
can be personally chosen by the President of the Municipal b7D
Board, who may include himself as one of the delegates.

------ - .. - -
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Preparatlons~

..

The Secretary General of the NPPR communicates,
usually by form letter, with Municipal Board Presidents in
Puerto Rico announcing the date and place which has been chosen
for the Assembly and instructing Municipal Board Presiden'tst,
certify to the National Board two delegates and two alter

nates from the Muni,,~.pal Board to the Assembly. Municipal
Board Presidents are instructed to submit to the Secretary
General whatever r0301ut.icns they intend to present to the
Assembly. The financial qu~ta to be levied on the Municipal
Board to defray expenses ~f ~he Assembly is stipUlated.

Procedure~

The following material concerning general
procedure at the Assemblies is summarized from available
reports of this type of meetingl

Speeches by NPPR leaders and orators,

The reading of telegrams of congratu
lations or other special features.

The naming of committees for the
Assembly (Resolutions Commi ttee;
Finance Committee; Nominations
Committee; Credentials Committee)

Election of new national officers

Reports by cou!.!i ttees and national officers

(2) Gen~1- A~J~r.n?ly 1948

Highlights of this meeting. from information
reflected in the report ofl I
Internal Security Bureau, Insular Police, dated December 20,
1948, follow:

b7C

134

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



-. ..
SJ 100-3

Date and Place:

. December 19,1948, at Ateneo.
Puertorriqueno, (Puerto Rican
Atheneum) San Juan, Puerto Rico

Attendance:

About th~~errundred and fifty NPPR members.

person in Char!l;e:. .
PEDRO ALBIZ~ ~&~?OS

Special Features:

The presenta~:::'0n and eulogy of five NPPR
violators of the SeJ.ect-i"Je Service Act of 1948.

Party Directorate Electou:

preSident - PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS

Vice President - JACINTO RIVERA PEREZ

Treasurer General - JULIO DE SANTIAGO

Secretary General - JULIO RiMON DEL RIO

Secretary of Foreign Affairs - JUAN JUARBE Y JUARBE

Special Resolutions:

A message to be directed to the Secretary of the
United Nations asking for immediate removal of the "forces
of occupation" that the "Empire of the United states'main
tains in Puerto Rico.

\
1 r r::-- -
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President - PFDRJ ALBIZU CAMPOS

Vice President - JACINTO RIVERA PEREZ

b2

b7D

;:f\IHUNro DIAZ PACKECOTreasurer General

..

PEDRO ALEl:ZF 'Js:'IfOS

About five h'.UJ.di'80- NPPR membe rs.

person in Charge:

Secretary General - F.RANCISCO .~1ATOS PAOLI

Attendan ce :

(3) General Assembly 1949

Highlights of this meeting, as reported bYc===J
in Deoember, 1949, follow:

party Directorate Elected:

Highlights of Spee~~3~~

In his closing ~ddress, ALBIZU CAMPOS aSked the
assembled members to give fin oath, with right hand raised,
to sacrifice their :Jj.'TeR !'.n.d fortunes for tho, cause ••• to
die for the (NlltioEP.J.:'st) mOvement which must continue
"ove r t he bone s of AI,BIZlJ CA;.1POS".

Date and Place:

December :0; ~949, at the Navas Theater,
Arecibc, F~~~~c nico o

SJ 100-3

Secreta!'y uf F·)rei.gn Affa!..!'s - JUAN JUARBE y JUARBE

No resolutions were passed.

During December, 1950, when an annual assembly
might have been expected the executive officers and many of
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~
the other party leadera and active members wepe incarcerated,
NO reports have been received from Insular police, informant,
or other sources which reveal plans for a General Assembly
in the near future.

b2
b7DApril 10, 1949

JUly 10, 1949

september 27, 1949

January 15, 1950

(2) Function

c. National Board Meetings

(1) Date and Place

convoked by Secretary General of the NFPR at
party Headquarters. Meetings of the National Board are

held as often as considered necessary by the party
Directorate. ALBIZU G~iPOS has called certain members
of the Nation~l Board to confer with him at various
occasions without summoning the entire Board.

According tol I National Board meetings since
1948 have occurred on the following dates--(all Sundays).

November 21, 1948

February 20, 1949

The function of the National Board is to carry
on the orricial functions of the Party (planning fund
raising campaigns, propaganda campaigns, and consideration
of policy) in the interim between meetings of the General
Assembly.

Confidential Informantr---land other informants
have indicated that National Boa~legates rrom the seven
d~stricts in Puerto Rico carry instructions, secured in the
National Board meetings, back to the Municipal Board Presi
dents in their districts.

b2
b7D
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() Compositien

The National Board of the NPPR is composed of
the Party Directorate (President, Vice President~ Treasurer
General, Secretary General, and Secretary of Foreign Affairs)
plus two delegates from each of the seven Senatorial
districts into which the Island of Puerto Rico is divided.
These individuals are expected to attend every meeting of
the National Board.

National Board meetings in 1949 and on January
IS, 1950, are reported to have varied from normal procedure
in that attend:nce had included many ~lunicipal Board officers.
Their inclusion in the meetings reportedly resulted from .

the fact that the raising of funds to keep the party solvent
had been a major issue with the National'Board and had
demanded island-wide cooperation during this period,

(4) Person in Charge

The President of the NPPR (PEDRO ALBlZU CAMPOS)

'<.5) Procedure

Roll call

Discussion of minutes of previous meetings

Approval of rn1,nu te s

Beport of the President of the NPPR and
his statements on policy

other business

A composite of highlights of discussion at
National Board meetings appears below:

Plans for organizing new
MtUlicipal Boards

Plans for fund raising cDmpaigns

.. ~ '.... ~."""'\... ... -'
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...,

Plans for the next annual
commemorative day.

Identification of forces
working against the NPFR
and plans for propaganda
campaign to neutralize
them.

Dereliction of duty on the
part of certain party members
and disciplinary action planned.

Propaganda campaigns based
on NPPR basic policy and doctrine.

Plans for increasing member
ship of the Cadet organization.

NOTE: No information has been received
to the effect that the National
Board, sitting as a body, has
drawn up plans for violent action,
though several members of the
National Board were personally
involved in the uprising of
October, 1950.

d. !Luni"c.ip:ll "I:'ohd"'Meotin~ll'~~

'"
(1) Date and Place

According to Confidential Informants I I
Municipal Board meetings prior to the ~ationalist uprising
of 1950 were nor'mally held at weekly or biweekly' intervals. b2
The meetings were usually held in the huma of the President· b7D
or other official of the Municipal Board.

Active Municipal Boards in Puerto rico in 1950
prior to the uprising are set out below. Municipal Board
meetings were held with varying degrees of regularity in
these towns during 1950;

1 ~ r.
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Aguadilla District

Aguada
fi.guadilla
"naseo
Hatillo
Isabela
Lares
Maricao
Quebradillas
San Sebastian

AreciboDistrict

i"l'recibo
Ciales
Dorado
Morovis
Utua\lo

)le·gai;Alta
Vega Baja

Guayama District

i,guas B-uenas
Arroyo
Caguas
Cayey
Guayuma
Mnunabo

Humacao District

Ceiba
Fajardo
Gurabo
Humacllo
Juncos
Loiza
Luquillo
Naguabo
Rio Grande
San Lorenzo
Vieques
Yabucoa

Ponce District

Adjuntas
Jayuya
Ponce
Santa Isabel

Mayagu8z District

Cabo Rojo
Guanica
Mayaguez

Sub-Board, Barrio
Dulces Labios

Sub-Board, Barrio Balboa
Sabana Grande
San German

San Juan District

Bayamon
Catano
Hato Rey
Naranji to
Rio Piedras
San Juan
Santurce
Toa Baja

(2) Fune tion

. Confidential Informantsl
have reported that Nuni c i pal Boards L..,--"t"'n"'"e--cb"'a"'s""l""'c:--':o""p"'e'"'r""a"'tr.ri"'n-=g:--
units of the NPPR, served tho following functions:

b2
b7D
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s

To recruit members

To raise funds for party activities

To conduot propaganda looally

To make arrangements for public
NPFR celebrations falling with-
in their respective districts.

To assist the local Cadet group
financially.

To act, In occasion, as liaison
for messages from the party
Directorate destined for the
local Cadet groups.

D) Procedure

Municipal Boards had developed procedure
of a degree of formality commensurate with the numerical
strength of their particular membership.

The procedure ot the Santurce,.;Fuerto Rico
Municipal Board is Set out '~elow to illustrate typical order
of procedure in large Municipal Board meetings. This order
of procedure was reflected in minutes of the meetings of the
Santurce Municipal Board during 1950: .

Call to order

\ Roll call
I
\ Reading of the previous minutes
\

\ correspondence
\
I Report of the president
I

\,
Report of the Treasurer

\
\ Report of the Committliea
\
I
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..
Pending matters

General matters

'~".--,
, oIii

,

b7D

Exchange of impressions

Olose of meeting

(4) Business Transacted

The following material is taken from the minutes
of meetings of the Santurce Municipal Board for 1950 (seized
by Insular Police during the Nationalist uprising of
Oct~ber, 1950) as illustrative of the type of business
transacted at Municipal Board meetings:

Report of the President

The- President reported on the meeting held in
San Juan where matters pertaining to the organization

of the Municipal Boards and-various activities to be held were
discussed.

General Matters

I--------------.,l-a-v..i~s·i";"'t-o-r-a-t:-t;-;h~i:-s-m-e-e~t-;i-n-;g)
proposed that there be prepared a card or a leaflet contain-

ing part of the work and achievements of Nationalism, and
to that effect he proposed that a visit be made to the
President of the party so that he can supply a copy of the
work of JUARBE y JUARBE and any other material which he
believes suitable and he can indicate to us Some paragraphs
or topics where that work is presented, in order to use it
for propaganda and for the diffusion of the Nationalist
ideal.

A committee was named to visit the president of
the NPPR for this purpose.
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April 10, 1950

-.

~... '

\
\

\
\
\

\,,
\
\.

\,
\

\
\
I

Committees were appointed to arrange for the
holding of the April 16, 1950, De Diego Day celebration
in San Juan.

b7D

The Municipal Board President, VIDi~ SANTIhGO
DIAZ, directed that the Santurce Municipal Board should
defray the expenses of the trip of the cadets of tho
Republic to the NPPR public meeting at Manati, Puerto

Rico, to occur Juno 11, 1950,

The minutes of the Santurce Municipal Board
meetings reflected that business of this Municipal Board
dealt almost exclusively with the raising of funds for
the support of PEDROALBIZU CAMPOS, President of the
party, for donations to ailing or imprisoned members, and
to defray the expenses of propaganda activities.

A review of reports of other Municipal Board
meetings throughout the Island of pUerto Rico has revealed
a similar character of business transacted therein, with
principal em~ha8is placed on the raising of funds.

Reports of meetings of Municipal Boards prior
to the Nationalist uprising of October, 1950, failed to
reflect that plans for the uprising were a part of the
business of the Municipal Boards, The information
seoured from Insular Police, informants, and investigation
revealed that the planning of the NPPR revolt was handled by en
underground organization within the NPPR and that the
conspiracy was not generally known to Municipal Board
members.
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(5)' Private'Meetings Subsequent to
October, 1950

,

\

No formal meetings of NPPR MUnicipal Boards were
reported from October )0, 1950, to June 30, 1951. Private
meetings of some NPPR members and sympathizers during this
period were reported as follows:

(a) Aguadilla District

Maricao, Puerto Rico

Information was secured fromJ
concerning the following meetings at M ~r~~~c~a~o-,~pu~e~r~t~o~H~1~c~o~.--

Date and Place

r l at home ofl I
locate d inl------...J I M':":a:-:r"'l~c:-:a:-:o:-,---:p"'"u:-:e:-:r""t::-:o"""'R""'i,.-Jco.

J1. t tendln ce

Fourteen persons.

Identity of Participants

Three NPPR members identified:

b2

b7D
b7C

tL,~'.. _; .
..... .:0. _.•

The remaining individuals were believed by
informant to be Nationalist sympathizers from Maricao;
Puerto Rico.
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Person in Charpj6

Hi~h1i~hts of Discussion

Date and P1a~

Attendance-
Identity of Partioipants

..

b7C
b7D

b7C
b7D

\,
All persons in attendance were said by informant

to.be residents of the vicinity in which the meeting was
held.

\

_J 205
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Mayaguez, Puerto Rico

Meetings of Nationalist Sympathizers

,

b7D

..

____I

\

Highlights of Discussion

Person in Charge

SJ 100-3

berson to spea~express-
e d indig-n-a-t7'"i""'-on--a-;"t---:-t-;"h-e-r-·e-m-o-v-a"'"'l""'-o--::f-a Nati anal i s t fl ag from

the statue of DE DIEGO in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, on April 16,
1951. He again criticized the proposed constitution for
Puerto Rico.

_____TJ..pl:l.J-f.l.JOcI:rzD:mJ;A'l.Pu:.tC'l reported that I......-__-~-.------:-~-
I,..,.- ---:c:-.,....,._--;:-:-~ives and relatives of incarcerated
Mayaguez Nationalists met to plan for raising money for
the families of the incarcerated Nationalists.

No plans were made for any further meetings.

(b) Mayaguez District

~ ~~.,informant reported in March, 1951, that on
~ -L_a=-~sm~a~l~l~~r~o~u~,of Nationalists assembled at
1".=::::-:-:-:::-=::,......,""":;"l:'::::-:-==--,;::::-jr----I..J"-'au.;a""""'\4Si.......-l:ferta Rico, whe re

ey were ~ns that police
vigilance had made it un~s~a~e:--~o~r~~an~y~p~ann~edmeetings of
Nationalist sympathizers.

Nationalist Meetings

c==J reported in Januar~. 1951 tbat a sma)l group
of Nationalists had met briefly L : ) at the
home ofl . lat Mayaguez, Puerto Rico.

The following information was received fromr-----l
in April, 1951, concerning a Nationalist meeting. ~

Date and Place of Meeting

----...!-------jJ ~~y~~e~o:~~dTPrnanl--;:B'"o"a'l"iI"llIU!T':"".__....J

b2
b7D

,.

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



Informant identified all perso:s nr:s1nt as
Nationalists wi th the exception o~ j who'
he believed was a member of the Commun~s par Y. b7D

Person in Charge

b7D

..-.

Attendance

SJ IOO~J

I I<WhO was at that time out
on bail awa~t~ng results of appeal of his Insular sentence
following the Nationalist uprising).

20] ~
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Highlights of Discussion

I I instructed those present to attend
the public ceremonies of the Independence farty of Puerto
Rico (a legally constituted political party in Puerto Rico)
on April ~b, 1951, d~ring the general puerto Rican cele
bration of D8 Diego Day. No other business was discussed.

Information fromDlater in April, 1951,
revealed that five of those resent at the above meetin

would participate in an
party of Puerto Rico procession in San Juan
1951, in co~~emoration of De Diego Day.

The following information was received from~
in May, 1951, concerr.ing a Nationalist meeting I
Date and Pla~£--

I at the home of IC===========t 'I.ayague z, puc rto--,R="."'"i-c-o-.------...J

Attendance

Identity of participants

b2
b7D
b7C
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Remarks bv designed to make a
martyr out of a Nati~alisV C?::icte.
of participat on ~n the Nationalist upris~ng). l __
allegedr Ihad been unJust~y p~oseruted by e
authori tie s. Further remarks l~_...,..,:;--;::-r;;-;;;-;;'we re d"signed to
bolster the Nationalist morale. a p ans were made or.
discussed.

b7D

....

I

-.

Highlights of Discussion

SJ 100-3

\
I

\
\
i
\

\
I

\
\

\

d. Special Meeting~ of Officers

Information from Insular Police and informantII
at intervals from 1949 to October, 1950, revealed that~
was the practice of RAIMONDO DIAZ PACHECO, then Treasurer
General of the NPPR (now deceased), to make frequent trips
throughout the Island of Puerto Rico conducting conferences
with officers of the Municipal Boards in an attempt to

stimulate fund raising activity on a local level.

Documentary material seized by Insular Police
following the Nationalist uprising reflects it had been the
practice of the National Board to summon the Presidents
and Secretaries of the Municipal Boards to the Nationalist
party Headquarters at intervals of about alx months. Insular
Police seized minutes of these meetings following the
Nationalist revolt. The minutes revealed that the stated
purpose of these special meetings of officers was an

b2

b7D
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. "exchange of impressions". TY..e minutes revealed that
Municipal Board officers gave reports of local NPPR
conditions cin their respective municipal areas; attempts
were made ';0 settle personal differences existing between
Nationalists ~n diff~r8nt localities; dissemination was
made of it;.~o~-ma.;tr,r. ,).~. general interest to Municipal Board
offic~rs; ~8sclutic~s ~oncerning financial matters were
proplJm"6, to be lateX' considered by the National Board and
the e'er.or·al 1.ssemb:!.y.

210
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f. Conspiratoral Meetings
Preparatory to Acts of
~Tiolence

Accordlrf:, to testimony in pertinent Insular
and FCl'-;pal trialf. of NPPR members and information from
ConfidcLtial Infor.nants, the majority of acts of violence
by NPPR members prior to the Nationalist .uprising of
October, 1950, were not the result of specific planning in
conspiratoral meetings but consisted of (a) impulsive
attacks against public officials by Nationalists imbued
with hatred of existing authority in puerto Rico or (b)
encounters between bands of armed Nationalists and members
of the Insular Police, wherein police measures taken to
upho"ld the law we re me t wi th gun fire.

The same sources reflect that small conspiratoral
meetings preceded the following acts of Violence:

The assassination of Colonel
FRANCIS RIGGS, Chief of
Insular Police - 1936.

The attempted assassination
of Federal .Judge ROBERT A.
COOPER - 1937

Attempted assassination of
Governor BLANTON WINSHIP 
1938.

Q9!1:.~E.i.!atoral ,Meetings in 1950

Confidential Informantc===Jhas prOVided the
following information concerning conspiratoral meetings of
the "Nanigua", a NatiOnalist party underground movement
which had its origin in the cooperative efforts of several

veteran revolutionary members of the NPPR after the return
of ALBIZU CAMPOS to Puerto Rico in December, 1947. The

b2

b70

.:. . - - - - - - - _ .. ~. ~ - ~
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.,

"Manigua" was' compos~d of the leader phase and the" revo
lutionary phase". Members of the revolutionary phase, also
called the "Suicide'Squadronll , were available for whatever

revolutionary acts nrl:ght:be ordered by' the leader phase.

DATE PLACE PERSON IN
CHARGE

OTHER
LEADERS
PRESENT

REVOLUTIONARY
PHASE MEMBERS
PRESENT

b7D
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DATE

,

PLACE

., ~. .,

PERSON IN
CHARGE

b7D

OTHER
LEADERS
PRESENT

REVOLUTIONARY
PHASE MEMBERS
PRESENT

. !..
!

,.
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DATE PLACE PERSON IN
CHARGE

OTHER
LEADERS
PRESENT

,
REVOLUTIONARY
PHASE MEMBERS
PRESENT

"'bout I I
Plans to counter attack during the
NPPR pub~ic celebration
March 21, 1950, if police
~tacked the Nationalist parade
on that date. Planned. ,
destruction of police radio
and local telegraph facili.
ties as first step in counter
attaCk.

ACTIVITY

Firearms practice.

Firearms practice wi th Sub
machine gun, .45 caliber
pistols, and practice grenades.

following information concerning
the activities in connection with

b2
b7D

the
and

c:=Jprovided
the sUbjects discussed
the se meetings.

SUBJECTS DISCUSSED

L- Imeeting - How to
secure funds for purchase of
additional weapons.

be:t~I .r----lpr5po-sea-'to
-=a~I~I~p~r~e~s~e~n~~~e use of force
for the overthrow of the U.
S. Government in Puerto Rico
by overthrowing the Insular
Government; discussed the use
of weapons for this purpose.
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SUBJECTS DISCUSSED

AboutI I

~o assass~nate U. s. Congres
sman FRED 'ORA1-/FORD, who was
then in ponoe, P. R. - other
revolutionary phase members
were alerted for defense in
case of counter attack by
au thori tie s.

...

ACTIVITIES

Ii ttack not made.

'1

b2
b7D
b7C

c===Jadvised that to the best of his knowledge
no meetings of the revolutionary phase occurred from April,
1950, until the time of the Nationalist uprising, when
re.olutionary phase members were alerted in the widespread
mobilization of NPPR members.

Conspiratoral Meetings in
New York City prior to
attempted assassination of
President TRUMAN

On November 1, 1950, OSCAR COLLAZO and GRISELIO
TORRESOLi;., members of the New York City Board of the NPPR
a ttacked presidential guards at Blair House, ll1ashington,
D. C., in an attempt to ass-assinate Honorable HA.RRY S.
T~,N, President of the united states.

On November 2, 1950, COLLhZO, the survivor of
the oounter attack which was made by presidential guards
made a s a to nited States Secret SerVice Special
A ent and Detective Sergeantl I

ropo ~tan polioe Department, washington,
D. C., stated that the plot to kill President

215
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TRLMA~ had been devised by TORRESOLA and himself in a
a meeting together on the night of October 30, 1950,
after hearing of the Nationalist uprising which was in
progress in puerto Rico. COLLAZO disclaimed involve
ment by any other NPPR member or official and stated
that he and TORRESOLA had acted without instructions
in a plot enti~ely devised and put into effect by
themselves over the period October 30 to November 1,
1950.

•

s
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,
g. ~~~i~i~~:;~~ and Rendezvous P:-

A series of over two dozen meetings oi''''NPPR memb";"rs
in groups ranging in size from two to twenty-two individuals,
occurring from October 27 to October 31, 1950, comprises the
outstanding example of mobilization and rendezvous for
violence in the history of the NPPR. Resulting from these
meetings, a series of acts of violence occurred in Puerto

Rico October 30, 31, 1950, referred to as the Nationalist
uprising.

An incident which occurred on the night of
October 26-27,1950, in Santurce, Puerto Rico, is described

below in view of its causative significance in relation to
the Nationalist uprising.

(1) Martin pena Incident
october.26-27, 1950

A state of emergency arose for the NPPR on
October 27, 1950, when several armed members of the NPPR
were arrested by Insular Police at Martin pena Bridge,
santurce, Puerto Rico, during the return trip of theSe
Nationalists from an NPPR pUblic meetin~ at Fajardo, puerto
Rico, on the night of October 26-27, 1950. Insular police
confiscated firearms and explosives which had been in their
possession.

The consensus of witnesses and informants has been
that a grOWing expectation of arrest and search was felt by
NPPR members throughout puerto Rico on October 27, 1950, as
a result of this incident and that this feeling was greatly·
increased on October 28, 1950, following the search by
Insular Police of the house of MELITON MUNIZ SANTOS, ·Presi
dent of the NPPR Municipal Board, Ponce, Puerto Rico.

The assumed emergency brought small groups of
NPPR members together in their respective towns in Puerto
Rico to decide upon a course of action. Informants
reported that most of these voluntarily mobilized groups
dissolved with no course of action decided upon.

')1 7
(.~ .. ;
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•
b7D

Rendesvous Leader Methed Numbey
Al5seIli
bled

Purpose Resultant Activ1~

~Areeibo' P. R. (hie of ,'- _

mornIng.

Persond contactD

Personal contacO
and mel5sen~er

To consult wi~h

NPPR leaders in
San Juan and Rio
Piedras regarding
Martin Pena inoi
dent of previous
nights plan ooureo
ot action.

Planning action

I Ito San
. JUift Kiil Rib Piedras

by hired car ..

b7D
<n..-]
N

•
Persone.l oontaoDecure information

n plan of action
T)

. .

Trl to Arecibo

O:..,:+::,....,~=;<-=,....JSr. 0 an uan, 0

Piedras" a.nd re'turn•

October 26, 1950

Arecibo, p.R.D
hOllle)

Messenger
10,00 A. II. o Preparatione for

att••le (I)
Mald.ng of' incendiary
bombs. readying
weapons.
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N

Making of incendiary
bombS.

Prepare to resist
arrest or search
by police.

ZZ
(same
group
above)

Assumed e emunand
of group as
sembled by
PEDROSA

GUILLElWO
GONZALEZ
UBIDES

o Contaot D;)ry instruotions ITrip to Utuado. PI' R"

b7D

I=ersonal contact 22 Discuss poliee Collection or"Natlonal-
________. and messenger search of home of 18ts in Ponce, trane-

y.,ELITON MUNIZ in . fa-by !lUto to Penuela8,
Ponce that day and P. R.
arrange for trans-
fer of weapons to
secure location.

Ponce, P. R.

Penuelas, P. R. (heme
of /olrs. TOI!lSA hiUIlIZ)

SJ 100-3

Ar~cibo. P. ReD
home)

.'

Personal contact~(?)lisyagu8z, F •. R.

Group retained
over night o Prepare for attack MeJdng incendiarY bombs:

against Insular readYing weapons.
Police Station,
Arecibo 10-30-50, b7D

orders received from
PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS (7)

Secure ammunition; Trip by rented car;

di.cus. plans (7) IL ....J

"
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,lAayague•• P.• R'~ --JI Mes,enger
Organize'· resist- lIaking incendiary bomn
once to arrest;
plan attaok (?)

Naranjito~ P.. R.
7.~O P. II.

.'
o

______1 Poro""al contact D S8ew.>:'! weB-pons
and plans (1)

Trip by public car
to Rio Piedras to

cont-ctc ~

I b7D

PerBonaloontact c==J

Penuelas, P. R. (home
of IIr,. TOMASA WllIZ)

Rio piedras. P. R.
(home oJ!

I I

GUILLo:!Th'O
GONZALBZ
UBrDES

D
Group retai ned
there overnight

22 Prepare to resist
arrest; leaders
plan deployment
of forcss

Making incendiary
bombs.

Smal~er h7D ll..-__..,
rem.tl1necr;L',.- ---'
e:waiting trans
portation. In8ular
police discovered
group about 4hOO
A.k~ While proceed
ing to search heme
of'· firs ~ TOMA.SA
MUEIZ~ Nationnli~ts

Preparation of
lnoendinry bombs

Plan to avoid arrerrt,
Consideration of
plan to ~ttack police

Larger group, equip
ped wi'th bombs and
firearms to be taken
to I I
Ponce. Attack V5.

police planned (7)

16RAFAEL CANCEL Personal ccntact
RODRIGUF~ and messenger

ltoo A ~ U., Kayagu8&
(Oajoba. Hill)•I---~
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Nots'C The follow!. ng meeting. et3curred subsequent
to ea.rly morning radio broadcast news of
Penuelas attack.

opened fl. re in the
first fight1n~ at tho
uprising (·Penuelas
incident"') •

b7D

r-l Messenger and
~ personal contact

Orders IL._~~__...II DiBtrlb~tion of
to seize polioe weapons, comman-
headquarters at deDrlng of bU8:
Naranjito. attaok on Insular

Police Station,
Narenjito, 13t50 PM

•
1- Group alreo.dy

assembled.
Arrange attack
on Insular Police
Station, Arecibo

Selection of six
attackars.

Attaok
In8u~,.r Police
Station, Arecibo,
lO.~O A. M. by
chosen members:
rest of group hid
in hills. .
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22 Orders frcm ELla
(gradu~ ToRRESOLA to
ally tIS- att.llck Insular
semble:l) Police Ste:tion,

Ja.yuya.

Personal oontact~

Phone calls ~o T
Rio Piedrafl
Nationalists

One returned to
Juncos but sur
renderad to
Insular Polioe ..

Distribution of
weapons; Jayuyn
attack begun 11,46
A. II.

Making of incend
iaries; no other
action by group
as e. whole.

stopped in PonOe
by Corpornl AURELIO
kiRANDA, Insular·
Police;
C9rpord MIRANDA
killed.

No indicatioD-of
participation by
persons ~lerted.

Ordered to arm
and wait for
instructions.

Ordered to return
to Juncos and take
National Gucrd Post
there (?).

Prepare assault on
police and govern
ment offices in
liayagues •

Proceed by auto to
Adjuntas (1).

23Messengers and
voluntary ap
pearance

Messenger

RAFAEL CANCEL
RODRIGUEZ

ELlO
TORRESOL\
ROURA ond
BLANCA
CAN.lli~S

D
D

D

Ponce, P. R., 9,00 A. M.

Mayaguez (Cajobas Hill)

Rio Piedras (home of
1__--'1

• ' About 9,00, A. II. ;
Jayuye.. (home of BLANCA
CANALES TORRESOLk)

• Rio Piedr•• (A. II.)

b70

-~'\1"" -1· :" " ,,'. \,':-:7 .." ;JIJ. ..~
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Trip by c.uto to
San Juan: attaok
on Governor's
Pelace lZ,OO Noon •

Plan attack on
Governor's Palaee.
San Juan (?).

Personal contact

'------

~Ruj~Q~P~ie~d~rns (home 01
I I .

• San Juan (12:30 P. ~.) ? Persona 1 contact Crente diversion
vrhi Ie Governor t IS

Pnlace being
att.cked (?).

One member of group
fired at Insular
Police neaT General
Post qffice. San
Juan (Post"Office
incident") •

•

Voluntarily
assembled (1)

b7D

Voluntary body
guard £or ALBIZU
(?).

Threw bombs and shot
pistols 12;20 P. H.
nnd occasionally·
thereafter•. at
Insular Police of
ficers conducting
surveillance of
Party headquarters.
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Utuado (home orl 10 0Messenger Distribute ~~apons 11.30 A. M.
lat 11.tOO A. Ii. ) 10-29-50 and arra.nga attaok attack: on U. S ..

on U. S. Post Post Office f01-
Offico and Insular lowed byl• Police Station. I IUtue.do.

subsequent shoot-
ing fretn there at
Insurer Police
Station'.

IPersoDa1
.Lr.•

12,30 A. 14., lJayaguoJ., contac Maneuver to Fired upon and ".
I attack police. wounded police "patrol of three.

2.30 4, M" iyaguez 1 1 Maneuver to Fired upon

I attack police. police p1 trol •

• 1·30 P. M. Santurce 7 1 Attack U. S. Post Fired on Post

I I Office, Barrio Orfice. Barrio
Obrero. Obrero, from

passing taxi.

b7D
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4ioo P. li., Santurce, P. R. VIDAL SilNTlAGQ !
(barber s hop of' VlDll.L DlAZ
SANTIAGO DIAZ, Barrio Obrero)

! Re31!lt arrest Prolonged bar-
rage of shots
from ba.rber
shop again8t
Insular Police and
Natl~nal Guardsman.
SANTIAGO captured.

orrioi~l pnaitions held by leaders mentioned
in ~b~ve chart at the time of the uprising
are shown below,

PEDRO ALBIZU CAJ;POS
Pre~ldont of NPPR

JOSE ANTONIO mx;RON ROORIGUEZ
President of Naranjito Municipal
Board, NPPR

HERIB~TO CASTRO
Cap;e.in of' Cadets.·
Utuado, P. R.

TUJI.AS LOPEZ DE VICTORIA
Colonel of Cndats and
lender of Nationalist
underground

RAFAEL CAJl:EL RODRIGUEZ
President f! Mayaguez
Municipal Board, NPffi ..
and "mElJ1lber of National
Board f'rl1m l!nyatuet District

VIDAL SANTIAGO DIAZ
President 0t SantuTce
¥uniolpal Board. NFFR

BLANCA CANALES TORRESOLA
womWl member of NPPR at
Jayuya. P. R.

IWlON PEDROSA
Captain of Cadots,
PI':'Dce. t. R.

RAIl<1nlDQ DIAZ PACHECO
Treasurer-General of
NPFR and C0UIIl'Iander-in
Chief of Nationalist Army
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DAMIAN TORRES ACEVEDO
President of Utuad~

Municipal Board, NPPR and
member of National Board

ELIO TORRESOLA ROURA
Delegate to National Board
from ponce District

GUILLERMO GONZALEZ UBIDES
A leader in the Nationalist
underground (the Manigua)

JOSE ANTONIO VELEZ LUOO
Captain of Cadets.
Mayaguez, P. R.

JUAN JACA HERNANDEZ
Cadet captain
Arecibo, P. R.

The chart above is not inclusive of certain
individual acts of violence during the Nationalist uprising.
Groups Which were assembled as of October 30, 1950, either
surrendered to Insular Police or were captured by them in
a period of a few days. following the Nationalist uprising.

h. Spiritualist Meetings

The following information is appended to call
attention to the use of "spiritualist" sessions as a cover
for Nationalist u~derground meetings. Small meetings of
"'espiritistas" (fe::leration of theosophists and spiritualists
in Puerto Rico are frequent throughout the rural as well

as the urban areas. Despite thecom~rative secrecy of their
proceedings, these meetings, because of their frequency, do
not tend to arouse particular comment in the areas Where
they occur•. The use of this fortuitous cover by leaders
of the Nationalist underground group known as the Manigua
for the development of their organization and the
initiation of new members is described below;

In February, 1949, Confidential Informantr---l
reported that JUAN JACA H~RNANDEZ, Captain of Cadet~
Arecibo, Puerto Rico, had begun testing the courage and
loyalty of NPPR members by "spiritualist sessions".

b2
b7D

227
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~

a resident (1['-San
Police officers
the "€IS iritistal\

'.~

..~

em. He sate , qow:yer. th~t
in these sessions I jbegan 0 r~ng a ana

Nationalists fr~s parts of the Island of Puerto
Rico to tttond stated that he later wail able to

observe brought black robes with him, apparen y
to be used at the meetings.

used part of a building beloljlgillg wam i~.
German, Puerto Rico, for "spiritualist sessions. b7C
stated that les s· s' involved only

a

b2
b7D

identified meet
property of
as initiations

revo u ~onary p ase" of Nanigua
in which TOMAS LOPEZ DE VICTORIA and other leaders of the
Manigua disguised themselves in black robes and conducted n
elaborate initiation ceremony, including the use of art r~
to test the courage of the chosen candidates.
that certain ritualistic symbols, including a woo en cro s
resembling that used by the Rosicrucian Order were dis
played in the in~~iation room, though no attompt was made
to conduct a spiritualist session as such.

b7D

b7C
b7D

Investigation folloving the Nationalist uprising
revealed that Nationalist initiations had also been
conducted under "spiritualist' cover near Ponce, puerto
Rico, in 1949 and 1950.

On November 20,'1950,
I IRAM " , "r 0 w s €I

on October 30, 1950, in the Nationalist attack on the.
Arecibo Police Station, told Bureau Agentsl ,

I Ibeen aware on October 29, 1950, that
a lax'ge n;b:r of ar::d indiv~dual~ were COllected, at the
home of r ~ ~_~ ~ j, wh1.ch was near ·the~r home .•
She state, owever at n01.t er she nor her husband had
attached any importance to this gathering as there had bee
previous meetings at th9 Ihome thought to be of the
II spiri tualist" type.

??9
:o..._.~
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G. VIOLENCE AND REPORTED PLANS THEREFOR
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G. VIOLENCE 1.ND REPORTED PLANS THEREFOR

1. Chronology of NPPR Acts of
Violence 1932 through June, 1951

The following chronology has been prepared from
information appearing in the records of:

(1) •

(2).

(3) •

(4) •

(5).

Insular courts in puerto Rico

Federal courts in puerto Rico

Infommation from Office of
Governor of Puerto'Rico

Reports by Insular Police of Puerto Rico

Results of investigation by united States'
Secret Service, Treasury Department

,
.. ~

(6). Results of investigation by Federal
Bureau of Investigation

(7). other Sources

Sources of the information set out below are
shown by numbers in parentheses follOWing eash item:

ITEM NO. DATE PLACE h.CT OF VIOLENCE

-1- 4-16-32 San Juan, March of a Nationalist mob
P. R. incited by PEDRO ALBIZU

CP~POS, NPPR President, to
Capitol Building, San Juan,
P. R., while Puerto Rican
Legislature was in session.
Alleged purpose: To hang
legislators who supported
legislation to adopt the
flag used by the NPPR as

"..,'"r . ...J. ~
.",

. ,
, . cit:,: .
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ITEM NO. DATE PLACE

e.

ACT OF VIOLENCE

••

-2-

-3-

-4-

6-15-]2

1935
(I-I; 7-'4;
7-26;8-4;
8-21)

10-24-35

San Juan,
P:' R.

•:San Juan,
P. R.

RIO PIEDRAS,
P. R.

the Puerto Rican flag.
The assault failed when the
capitol stairway collapsed,
killing one Nationalist and
injuring twelve other
persons. (1) (4)

Assault on EMILIO DEL TORO,
Chief Justice of Supreme
Court of ,puerto Rico by
Nationalist LUIS F.
VELAZQUEZ. (2)

Bombing of pUblic buildings
(National City Bank, U. S.
post Offices, U. S. Govern
ment project, Puerto pi co
Telephone Company, Insular
police Station, Barrio
O~). Insular Police
investigation of these
bombings indicated that the
NPPR had been responsible,
though no positive proof
could be obtained. (4)

Attack with fl~earms and
bombs against Insular
police who attempted to
arrest armed Nationalists
who were cruising in an
automobile on campus of
university of P. R., in
Rio Piedras. The National-·
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I TE!'l NO. DATE PLACE ACT OF VIOLRNCE

ist group was allegedly
preparing to attack an
anti-ALBIZU meeting of
students at the University
of P. R. The NPPR refers
to this armed encounter
with Insular Police as the
"Rio Piedras Massacre".
(1) (4)

-5-

-6-

-7-

1-26-36

2-23-36

2-23-36

utuado, P.R. The Nationalist, LUIS
CRUZ PEREZ, wounded Chief
of Police FRANCISCO
VELEZ ORTIZ and Policeman
MA~WEL BARRIOTE while the
police were attempting to
disarm GRUZ. <3)

San Juan, Nationalists, HIRAM
P. R. ROSADO and ELIAS BEAUCHAMP,

assassinated Colonel
P-LISHA FRANCIS RIGGS,
Chief of Insular Police of
P. R. (4)

Utuado, P.R. Nationalist, ANGEL MARIO
MARTINEZ, attempted to
6aeassinate Police Chief
FRANCISCO VELEZ ORTIZ.(4)

;
..~
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ITEM NO. DATE-
-8- 5-28-36

-9- 10-25-36

PrACE

San JUan,
P. R.

Mayaguez,
P. R.

ACT OF Vl;O~

Nationalist,' GUILLERMO
VAZQUEZ, fired upon and
wounded Insular policeman
ANTONIO BARRERO. (3)

Nationalist, DOMINGO
SALTARI CRESPO, fired upon
and wounded SANTIAGO
IGLESIAS, Resident Commis
sioner of P. R., While the
latter was making a public
speech. Do) (4)

1
I
I
1

-10-

-11-

3-21-37

6-8-37

Ponce,
P. R.

San Juan,
P. F..

A large group of Nationalist
Cadets (the military arm of
NPPR) began to parade in the
streets of Ponce,' P. R.,
without a permit. Insular
police, attempting to halt
the parade, were fired upon;
shots were exchanged between
Insular Police and NPPR
members, Which resulted in
death of nineteen persons
and the wounding of about one
hundred persons. The NPPR
refers to this encounter as the

·"ponce Massacre". (4)

Ten Nationalists attempted
to assassinate Federal
Judge ROBERT A. COOPER by
setting up a road block and
pouring shots into his

\
1

?3':l_ J Smtt.. ,.~~.o.
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.,
I
1

.:j.,

NO. PLACE ACT OF VIOLENCE
"1

ITEl1 ~ '-~,

-12- 7-25-38

car. (Judge COOPER had
imposed a Federal sentence on
PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS, president
of NPPR). (2)

Ponce, P.R. Six Nationalists fired from a
crowd in an attempt to assass
inate Honorable ELANTON WINSHIP,
then Governor of Puerto Rico.
Colonel LUIS A. IRIZARRY, of the
Puerto Rican National Guard was
killed and eleven official guests
were wounded. (1) (4)

. i.,,
I
,j

-13- 7-25-49 Guanica,
P. R •.

The Nationalist, RUFINO ROLON
MARRERO, assaulted a police
photographer at an NPPR public
meeting. (4) (6)

NOTE: Accidential discharge of Nationalist
weapons on occasions during the
period 1948-1950 resulted in the
death of one bystander (a small girl)
and the wounding of at least two
Nationalists. (6)
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OCTOBER 30 - NOVEMBER 2, 1950

PLACES - Puerto Rico
Washington,D. C.

THE NATIONALIST UPRISING

A series of shooting and bombing attacks by
Nationalists in Puerto Rico, beginning at 4:00 A. M.,
October 30,1950, and continuing through. November 2,
1950, resulted in the death of sixteen Nationalists,
seven Insular policemen, one member of Puerto Rican
National Guard, and six bystanders and, the wounding
of ten Nationalists, twenty-five Insular Policemen,
six members of puerto Rican National Guard, and ten
bys tande rs.

In washington, D. C.

The attempted assassination of Honorable
HARRY S. TRUMAN, president of the United states, on
November 1, 1950.

Individual incidents of violence during
the Nationalist uprising are set out below:

.!
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OCTOBER 30, 1950

.; ..

ITE!'i NO.

-14-

-15-

-16-

-17-

-18-

TIME

About
4 A.M.

About
9 A. d.

10:30
A. M.

11: 30
A. M.

11:45
A. M.

PLACE

Penuelas,
P. R.

Ponce, p.n.

Arecibo,
P.R.

utu ado,
P.R.

Jayuya,
P. R.

AGT OF VIOLENCE

Nationalists fired upon
Insular Police who were
conducting search for
T\fationalist weapons.
Seven policemen wounded.

Nationalists killed an Insular
Policeman who halted them for
questioning.

Six Nationalists attacked
Insular Police Station,
Arecibo, killing three police
men and injuring others.

Nationalists began attack during
which a fireman was killed, a
policeman wounded, and the U. S.
Post Office and Insular Police
Station in Utuado damaged.

Nationalists begari attack in
which Insular Police Station,

U. S. Post Office and several
other buildings in Jayuya were
damaged or destroyed, an
Insular Policeman was killed
and others wounded. The town
of Jayuya was held by ~ationalist8

until October 31, 1950.
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ITEM -TO. 1'li::f!

;'19- 12 K

PLACE

San Juan,
P. R.

ACT OF VIOLENCE

Nationalists attacked the
Governor's Raace (La Forta1eza),
San Juan, in an attempt to ass~

assinate Honorable LUIS MUNOZ
MARIN, Governor of puerto Rico.
Three Insular Policemen were
wounded in the attack.

-20- 12:20 P.M. San Juan,
P. R.

Nationalists within the
Nationalist party Headquarters
at 156 Sol Street, San Juan,
threw bombs at Insular police
car standing in front of NPPR
Headquarters and opened fire
with firearms.

I,
,"

I
1
I
'\
I

1
-!

-21-

-22-

-23-

12:30
P. M.

12:30
P. N.

12:50
P. M.

San Juan
in the
plaza
(public
square)
adjoin
ing u.S.
post
Office

Ponce,
P. R.

Naranjito,
P. R.

One of a group of four National
ists fired on Insular Policemen.
One policeman und foUr
civilians were wounded.

A police patrol' was fired upon
by one Wationalist.

A group of Nationalists attacked
Insular Police Station at
Naranjito.

;
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OCTOBER 31, 1950

• ii

ITEM NO. TIME PLACE ACT OF VIOLENCE

-24-

-25-

-26-

-27-

-28-

12:30
A. M.

12:30
A.M.

1:00
A.M

2:30
A. M.

3:00
A. M.

Mayaguez,
P. R.

Santurce,
P. R.

utuado,
P. R.

Mayaguez,
P. F.

San Juan,
P. R.

Insular Police patrol was fired
upon by Nationalists; three
policemen and one civilian were
wounded.

An Insular policeman guarding
the residence of the Attorney
General of Puerto Rico was
wounded by a shot from an un
lmown assail&.nt.

Nationalists attacked Insular
Police and Puerto Rican National
Guardsmen who were bringing in
Nationalist prisoners; a
National Guardsman and Insular
Policeman were killed and others
were wounded.

A police patrol was fired
upon.

Shots were fired from NPPR
Headquarters, 156 Sol Street,
at a policeman who was stand
ing outside the NPPR Head
quarters.
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ITEM NO. ~

-29- 3:45
A.M.

-30- Early
A. M.

PLACE

Mayaguez,
P. R.

Jayuya,
P. R.

ACT OF VIOLENCE

Insular Police patrol was fired
upon by a Nationalist.

The. Puerto Rican National Guard·
and the Insular Police of puerto
Rico invested and entered the
town of Jayuya. A few
Nationalists met the authorities
with gunfire; several Insular
Policemen, a National Guardsman,
and several, 'bystanders were
wounded.

. '.

.;

-31-

-33-

-33-

10:30
A. M.

1:30
P. M.

4:00
P. M.

Arecibo
P. R.

8ailturce,
P. R.

santurce,
P. R.

b7C

A Nationalist shot and woUnded
a member of the Puerto Rican
National Guard, who was
standing guard in front of the
U. S. Post Office at Arecibo.

Two individuals riding in a
taxi fired upon and wounded
two members of Puerto Rican
Na~ional Guard, who were
standing guard in front of
u. S. Post Office, Barrio
Obrero, santurce, P. R.

National Guardsmen and Insular
Policemen were fired upon from
~r shop ofl I
~ TWO bystanders were
killed and an Insular policeman
and two bystanders were wounded
in resulting crossfire.
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ITEM NO. TIME- PLACE ACT

sE;Rtr
OF VIOLENCE

"34- 8:00
P.M.

San Juan,
P.• R.

Fugitive wanted by Insular
Police was killed in hand
to-hand combat with a police
man while the fugitive was
attempting to force his way
past the police cordon
surrounding NPPR Headquarters.

NOVEMBER I, 1950

- 35 - Two NPPR members from New York City attempted
to assassinate Honorable HARRY S. TRUMAN, president of the U. S.,
who was at Blair House, Washington, D. C. one guard, LESLIE'
COFFELT, was killed and two other guards were seriously wounded
in this attack.

NOVEMBER 2, 1950

ITEM NO. ~

-36- 1:00
A. M.

-37- 8:35
P. M.

PLACE

Naranji to,
P. R.

carolina
P. R.

"""0,, . ;-

ACT OF VIOLENCE

Nationalists atterr.pted to set
fire to a municipal ambulance.

A police patrol was fired upon.
One policeman was wounded.

.'. ,~.
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NOTE:

•

~;,
~~~

The following scattered individual
acts of violence occurred between
November 14, 1950, and June 30,
1951, the conclusion of the period
covered by this report.

.1
j.,
".~

.";

..
ITEi'! NO. DATE PLACE ACT OF VIOLENCE

b7C

-38-

-39-

-40-

11-14-50 utuado,
(2: 30 P.M.) P. R.

11-16-50 Humacao,
(7:00 P.M.) P. R.

11-19-50 Gurabo,
(8: 30 P .M.) p ~ R.

A Nationalist attempted to
set fire to the U. S. post

. Office, Ut~ado, P. R.

An individual claiming to be a
Nationalist attempted to set fi e
to U. S. post Office at Humacao.

An unidentified indiv~dlla) Sjot
At NAtionAl G1!Ardrmanl _

i,

-41- 12-11-50 Havana,
Cuba

The puerto Rican Nationalist,
PELEGRIN MATOS GARCIA, assaulted
JAIME BENITEZ, Chancellor of the
the University of puerto Rico,
who was in Havana attending a
conference of the UNESCO •. (7)

-42- 3-3-51 Mayaguez,
(12: 30 P. M.) P. R.

r- ••. ,
•. -.-to..

TWO NPPR cadets, inmates of
Mayaguez District Jail,
assaulted a guard in the ·jail.

Wi

.
..

,- :.~..,.
• f~ -, .... - "
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a. casualties Resu1tin

The £o11owing figures summarize casualties reported
in connection with tho NPPR acts o£ violence from April 16,
1932, through June, 1951.

Persons killed - 64

42 Nationalists
11 Police (including officers)

9 Bystanders "
2 Members Puerto Rican National Guard

Persons wounded - 212

88 Bystanders
64 Nationalists
40 Police (including officers)
14 Civilian government officials

and guests.
6 Members of Puerto Rican National

Guard.

,... .....,,
: '-

~~~'~.'---------
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MAP OF PUERTO RICO - Showing Sites of Nationalist Viol~e from 1932 to 1951

IIfASHINGTON, D. C.

" (35). ATLANTIC OCEAN

c;
.. '

o GURABO
(40)

o NARANJITO
(23,37)o UTUADO

(5,7,17,26, 38)
o JAYUYA

(18,30)

.~~~~'-~__~ '-- SAN JUAN (1,2,3,6,8,11,19,20,
~ .--- .::.()._ 21,28,34)

AA~~ 0
(16,31) Tortuguero ·SANTURCE.

RIO PIEDRAsO 0 (25,32,38
(4)

CAROLINA
(6)

o Adjuntas

o PENUELAS (14)'
Guar:,ica ~12,15,22)

.....'-..-- '-../\..-

o San Sebastian
o Lares

Aguadilla

o MAYAGUEZ
(9,24,27,29,42)

o Cabo Rojo

•

."

HA~A, CUBA
( 1,1)

'",o
o....
~

'"

CARIBBEAN SEA ~ND

Numbers refer to items set
out in G1.
Other ~owns shown are mentioned
in Section G2.
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ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

ITEM NO:

DATE:

Reported Plans for Violence
November, 1950 - June; 1951

1

November 11, 1950

General indications of the ,continued
possib~lity of Nationalist violence were
received following the Nationalist up
rising of October, 1950. Chief amongI:bem

waB B r;Dortli~~:Jnal Security I
ureau, Insu ar Police, San Juan, Puerto

Rico, dated November 11, 195Q, reflect
ing that PEDRO ALBlZU CAMPOS. NPPR
President, had told an informant,
considered by Insular police to be
reliable: "There will be many more and
big ones (uprisings) so long as the
Yankees do not recognize our rights."
ALBIZU had claimed also that he had
many people in the United states who
would support his movement there and
that their organization was powerful.

As yet no information has been received
from Confidential Informants~ Insular
Police, investigation by FBI ·offices, or
from other sources indicating the
development of a specific plan or
organization for another Island-wide
NPPR uprising. However, NPPR assertions
that the October, 1950, uprising was not
the last of its kind have persisted in
the statements of Nationalist leaders
and members. (c.f. items 3,7,12,23,27,30,37

2

November 24, 1950

..:4

'"' . ~.. - . ~
-'.~-~ ",

""~
... ~;i·7
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REPORT:

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

ITEM NO.

DATE:

REPORT:

b2

b7D

RAFA~ CAN:: RODRIGUEZ r II Iwas pres!dsnt of the Municipal
Boar ort~NPPR at Mayaguez at the time of ".
the Nationalist uprising; said that in'his
opinion the failure of the recent uprising
was not disheartening to the Nationalist
movement in Puerto Rico because revolutionary
movements of "independence start with a small
group within a country and after repeated
unsuccessful attempts gain momentum to the
point where they succeed.

See above item 1. CANCEL was at liberty on
bond for several weeks awaiting prosecution
in connection with his participation in the
Nationalist upris:ing. During this period,

his activities were followed by Insular
Police and informants who reported no infor
mation indicating that CANCEL was engaged in
the organization of another uprising.

4
December. 1950

Report of Confidential Infonnantr---l of
known reliability, described the~ation of
a s~all Nationalist group in Rio Piedras. Puerto
Rico. headed by ANDRES VIERA FIGUEROA.
(ANDR~ VIERA was arrested on May 19, 1949.
by Bureau Agents for violation of the
Selective Service Act of 1948; on that
occasion VIERA was found to have in his
possession two homemade bombs. dynamite
caps, and a pistol. VIERA was later
prosecuted by Insular authorities for
violation of Insular explosiv~laws).

VIERA's newly organized group had as its
alleged purpose a shooting attack against

;
1

< ~.
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the authorities at Whatever court PEDRO
ALBIZU CAMPOS might be tried during the
prosecution arising out of the Nationalist
uprising of October, 1950. The attack was
to be in retaliation for ALBIZU's prose
cution rather than an attempt to overthrow
the Insular Government.

ax cell Che rePOrted dISSOLUtiOn 01 the group.
No information was received that the VIERA
group intended to re-form.

b2

b7D
b7C

INVESTIGATIVE Other~m~em~b~e~r~s~o~f_V~IE~RA~I~S-Q~~~w~e~r~e~~~~~~

RESULTS : rto~b::.>e<.L- r--=-...,.........,....,.,=""",...,..,o-::--.",""""".,...".-=,.......,.---_---1
R 0 P1.e ras,

uer 0 co. he plan of this group had
reportedly been to enlist relatively unknown
Nationalist sympathizers throughout the
Island of puerto Rico, who could operate with
out arising the suspicion of the authorities.
InfobJon was received in February, 1951,
1'rom to the effect that this group had
disso ve • Orders had emanated from PEDRO
ALBIZU CAMPOS in prison through Nationalist
courier that no violence should be co~ed.

I
ITEM NO.:

DATE:

REPORT:

5

December 12, 1950

Colonel SALVADOR T. BOIG, Chief of Insular
Police of Puerto Rico, advised that he had
received an anonymous report to the effect
that on that date about one hundred men would
be brought into San Juan in busses and taxis;
that they would be armed with knives, daggers
and machetes instead of firearms; and that they
were going to attack the courts, offices of the
government, and police stations.

,., ...,
~. : J
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INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

-.

The author of this anonymous report was not
identified. police in San Juan were alert
for any activity on or about December 12,
1950. No raid materialized.

6

December 12, 1950

A rumor was brought to the attention of
this office by a source of unknown
reliability, alleging that there would
be Nationalist riots in Aguadilla, Utuado,
Lares, and other towns in puerto Rico
during the period December 14 to December
20, 1950.

Contact with informants, Insular Police,
other sources, and investigation by this
office failed to confirm Nationalist plans
for riots. No Nationalist inspired
incident of riot type happened in Puerto
Rico in December, 1950, or subsequently•.

7

December 18, 1950

RAFAEL BURGOS FUENTES, incarcerated National
ist leader of Cayey, Puerto Rico, told FBI
Agents--"This is not the end", referring to
Nationalist uprising of 1950.

See item 1. BURGOS has been incarcerated
continuously since his arrest on October 26,
1950. No information has been received to
the effect that he has devised a plan of
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attack though he has claimEd to have many
men at his disposal for use in further
violence when he is released from e~nfine

ment. Arrangements have been made to
cover, BURGOS's eventual release from confine
ment snd his activities thereafter.

ITEM NO: 8

DATE:

REPORT:

December, 19.50

c=Jreported general resentment among
Nationalists in the Rio Piedras area con
cerning the imminent trials of PP.DRO
ALBIZU CAMPOS in connection with Insular
prosecution arising out of the Nationalist
uprising and advised of the possibility of
Violent u~tion in the; event that ALBIZU
were brought to trial in either Insular
or Federal court in Puerto Rico.

b2
b7D

INVESTIGATIVE Insular ~"d Federal court authorities were
RESULTS: alerted to the possibility of violence Which

might occur during 'Nationalist 'trials,
particularly during the trial of PEDRO
ALBIZU CAMPOS in Insular court. Pre
cautionary measures were taken in the form
of reinforced guards in the area of the San
Juan Insular District Court. No Nationalist
violence was reported in connection with
Insular or Federal trials.

NOTE: Similar reports are discussed in
items 4, 12, 16, 18, 22, 2.5, 26.
27, 28, below.

,., ,'9...
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ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

INVESTIGATIVE
REPORT:

b7C

ITFM'NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

b7C

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

9

January 2, 1951

Information was received from an Insular b7C
Police informant of unknown reliabilit~
that a Nationalist by the name ofl ,

of Rio Piedras, was engaged in manufac uring
bomba.

Thi s 0'i!J..U~~~tl.l<.u..,I,.tt;Il....J.UtLL .u.:l<...I,
to as

R 0 P e ~as Puer 0 R co

e g n k e 0 kn ca e
that he had been engage in bomb manufacturing
following the Nationalist uprising, though
unconfirmed allegations were received that
he had participated in the manufacture of
grenades prior to the uprising. r
activities are being closely fol~-:o'"'w:-:e-:d"'.---

10

January 2, 1951

I In:;rmjtion froml
Internal Security Squad, Insular

po ce, that a police informant of un
known reliability had provided the follow
ing rumor: Radio stations, telegraph
buildings, and goverrunent bUildings were to
be blown up and that there were many un
recovered bombs to be use~ for this purpose.

Investigation by the FBI and Insular Police
of Puerto Rico failed to confirm this rumor.
No bombing attempts were reported. However

, r:::-O. '
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ITEM NO: 11

e.

Insular poliee searches have resulted in the
recovery of some Nationalist ammunition,
weapons, and bomb materials since the up
rising. None of the recovered material was
linked to a current planned outbreak of
violence, according to investigation made.

Confidential Informant unknown
reliability, reported ~th~a7t~~~~~~~'

, Nationalist
'--pT;';:;r,,"~-;;s;ro;;::n;;:;e;-:;r::<s;-;a;T'~o;vn=ce;:;-'r'rr~-;;s"'l"';r~c:+:'""-J~a;;,,~n,were
claiming in early January, 1951, that a party
of men composed of stUdents, ex-prisoners,

e.

b2
b7D

REPORT:

ITEM NO: 12

DATE:

SJ 100-3

January, 1951

Confidential Informant~reported a rumor
that an unidentified i~dual, not known as
a Nationalist, had left for Washington, D. C.,
on a mission (subsequent to the Nationalist
uprising in Puerto nico) which might have had

Q'ts purpose another attack in Washington.
stated that his source alleged this

~n ~vidual was to contact two or three
persons in ~aw York City on the way to
washington, "prepare them", and to proceed
~'lth them to \fashington.

INVESTIGATIVE Information from informants in Puerto
RESULTS: Rico and New York City failed to confirm

this alleged mission or identify individuals
who were alleged to be involved.

DATE: ,January, 1951

b2
b7D
b7C

REPORT:
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b7C

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

b2
b7D

I NVESTIGA.TIVE
RESULTS:

ITE:!-l NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

b7C

and others was being formed in Cuba and
armed to come to Puerto to "liberate" the
Island. Informants stated I I
claimed these men were receiving regular
military training for this purpose.

No confirmation of this report has been
received though persistence of this <type
of rumor is shown in item 17 below. A
conversation in Havana, Cuba, which has
possible signifioance is also reported
below as item 23.

13

L-r,-,o-n-f-i-d-e-n-t-i-a-l-I-n-f-LmantIIof !mown
reliability, reported t~t a brief

O "ng of Nationalistsl
at Mayaguez, it was decided to

pos pone discussion of violence though
it was indicated that at some time in
the future plans should be discussed
for violence. It was indicated that
discussion of violent plans should be
delayed until after the triamof the
Nationalist leaders have been completed.

Trials of the Nationalist leaders have not
been completed. Further developments are
reported below in items 26 and 28.

14
January 9, 1951

In forma t j 0D r e c e tve d by IL,,.----::-:-...,......,.....,.----:-:I
JOf the Ponce District Jail,

, <
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SJ 100-3

b7C

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

b7D

that a prisoner in the jail claimed to
have heard some of the Nationalists
incarcerated in the Ponce District Jail,
among themr J state that groups
of Nationalists who were at liberty were
organizing so that during the elections in
June, 1951, they could cause riots for the
purpose of embarrassing the Insular Govern
ment. During that time, the Nationalists
allegedly would attempt to take the towns
of Lares, San Sebastian, Aguadilla, and
Adjuntas.

Further details secured during the investi~

gation of this matter are reported below
in item 17.

15

January 12, 1951

An informant in New'York City, who had
previously furnished reliable information,

Qe d a rumor that an individual named
first name unknown} came to New

or rom Puerto Rico follOWing the
Nationalist uprising and was attempting to
recl'ui t strong-arm men and ex-conVicts
familiar with Puerto Rico to go to Lares,
Puerto Rico, and wait in reserve until the
time of the "elections" (possibly referring
to the referendum in puerto Rico during
June, 1951). The informant also advised of'
a rumor that in the event ALBIZU CAMPOS
were prosecuted.!

I
I

. :

J

1
I
I

I
j

I

j
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INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

ITEM NO:

DATE:

S~f:~
~~~/.

Informant secured no further information
on this matter. The alleged organizer
Of the atrong-arm group was not identified.
Inveatigation failed to reveal the operation
of such a plan. No arrival in Puerto Rico
of Nationalist recruits for the purpose
stated above has been reported. Investi
gation in Lares, Puerto Rico, failed. to reveal
an influx of Nationalist recruits of the
type described. During the June, 1951,
referendum in Puerto Rico, special police
were assigned to preserve order. A body
guard was given to the prosecutor in charge of
the prosecution of PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS. No
Nationalist violence was reported in either
connection.

.-:
16

January 12, 1951

On January 12, 1951, Colonel SALVADOR T.
ROIG, Chief of the Insular Police of
Puerto Rico, furnished a copy of an
anonymous letter received on the morning of
the S8me date by Insular Attorney General
VICF,NTE GEIGEL POLANCO. The letter re
flected a repetition of the material set
out in item five above with slight vari
atioj1 in wording•.

Precautionary measures were taken. The
predicted violence did not occur. In
vestigation failed to reveal a logical
basis for this prediction.

17

January 17, 1951

254
I
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REPORT:

b7C

INVESTIG~TlVE

RESULTS:

b7C

Report ofl
Inte mal s~e-c-u-r-t"""tY-"'B-u-r-e-a-u-.---'I"'n""s:-u""l"'a::-r::-p=o"'lT1""c""e-,-...J
re~ted information secured by Insular
Police in Ponce, Puerto Rico, to the effect
that Nationalist prisoners in Ponce District
Jail had been circulating rumors that there
was a plan for renewing Nationalist incidents
of violence during the voting (on the pro
posed constitution for Puerto Rico) in Juae,
19$1. The same source indicated that firee::: :or §1l:b ~:rCidents were to come from one'I __ p _ _ _ of Adjuntas, Puerto Rico. In
a ~t on a oa was expected from Cuba,
bringing either arms or reinforcements to
the Nationalists.

I lof the Ponce
District Ja~I, coiif'trmed that these rumors
emanated from Nationalists incarcerated
'; the POncA DlstriCj Jail. Investigation ofI ~ _ of Adjuntas, Puerto
Reo, by'Insular Police and FBI revealed that
he had possessed weapon~a shotgun and a
revolver, at the time of the Nationalist up
rising but had voluntarily turned them over
to the Insular Police to be used in defense
against the N~tionalists during the uprising
of October, 19$0. Further:::' pollee
search of the property of lat
;\.djuntas failed to reveal~ en weap0t=J
Insular Police of Adjuntas referred to
as anti-Nationalist and cooperative wi
the authorities. Appropriate authorities
were alerted to detect the alleged arrival
of ammunition, weapons, or reinfor~ements

for the Nationalists from Cuba. No report of
such activities was received. The referendum
on the proposed constitution for Puerto Rico

•
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ITEM NO:

Di.TE:

REPORT:

was held as sCheduled on June 4, 1951.
No incidents of violence by the Nationalist
Party were reported.in connection with the
referendum.

18

January 17, 1951

hn official of the Independence party of
Puerto Rico, told Insular police that he
believed that the Nationalists were going
to deliver hLBlZU CAMPOS and other prisoners
from jail in the near future.

INVESTIGhTIVE
nESULTS:

The offio~ who reported this meeting
no specific basis for his prediction.
attempts to deliver Nationalists from
have been reported.

offered
No

jail

ITEM NO:' 19

DATE:

REPORT:

b2
b7D
b7C

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

January 19, 1951

r----l of unknown reliability, reported that
~d secured information from a source of
unknown reliability that I I

I JGRISELIO TORRESOLA .
(deceased would-be assassin of Honorable
HhRRY S. TRUMAN, President of the United
states) had contacted I I a u. S.
soldier at Cnmp 'l.'ortuguero, Puerto Rh.o,
and had Offered him1ten dollars for each
hand grenade could secure for him.

United States Army records fail to reveal the
presence in Puerto Rico of a soldier by the

I
I
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.,

b7C
b7D

ITEM NO:

DI'TE:

REPORT:

INVESTI<ATIVE
RESULTS:

b7C

:a:~ :f I I An investigation of
~activities during this period

'a ea 0 confirm the speci iVity
which was alleged, although was
identified as a

GRISELIO TORRESOLA from the
~~~~~tates to Puerto Rico for burial.
~__~__~background also included enlistment
~u-~~uu~~'canRevolutionary Forces in
l.,..="'-.-..".......,....__-rJk/.JI;l.Ol.....J..=.LI..I:~'.If into the Uni ted

a es ,rmy and was sent to camp
Tortuguero or our een weeks. I I
was later discharged from the united Sta~es
Army I I His activities
since discharge from the United States Army
are being carefully followed.

20

January 19, 1951

Insular Police had received information that
JUAN hLAMO DIAZ, aNational~st leader of
Bayamon, Puerto Rico, and a member of the
National Board of the NPPR, was in possession
of a firearm. Although ALAMOhad not par
ticipated in the Nationalist uprising of
October, 1950, ho had a previous record of
Nationalist violence. He tad served a Federall.
sentence for the attempted assassination of
Federal Judge ROBERT A. COOPER, San Juan,
Puerto Rico, in 1937.

ALAMO's activit~i~e~s~w~e~r~e2-~c~l~o~s~e~l~y~followed by
Insular policel lIn April,
1951, ALAMO was arrested by lnsu ar Police

.'
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b7C
b2
b7D

ITEM NO:

DhTE:

REPORT:

INVESTIGi.TIVE
RESULTS:

ITEM NO:

Db.TE:

REPORT:

and hi' f'rearm w:s C;rfiscated. Insular
Police have continued
vigilance concern~ngLAMOls activities.

21

.January, 1951

Confidential Informan~reported the
persistence of the at~ on the part
of NPFR members in Rio Piedras, Puerto nico,
that if for any reason b.LBIZU ClMPOS were
injured or killed the NPPh ~ould again
"take action". The informant believed
that consistent wi th NPPH revenge tactics
in the past, the action would consist of
assassinations.

PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS was later reported to
have suffered a mental collapse while in
jail. His condition was officially
diagnosed as delusions of persecution
(alleged attack by electronic rays).
Investigation failed to reveal a Nationalist
plan for revenge against the authorities
based on this alleged persecution of ALBIZU.

22

.January, 1951

Confidential Informantl lof known
reliabili ty, a ('lvi sed j n Tan~arY 1951 , that
a Nationalist,[ ~ J public
car driver, of Jayuya, puer 0 RIco, had
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b7C

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

b7D

ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

b2
b7D

indicated that the Nationalists were waiting
to see who would act as witn,,'sses in the
February trials of the Nationalists so
reprisals could be taken against them.

Further information was secured from the same
source that I Ihad been
observed during that perIod In com an with
othe a

No reprisal attempts
g lons gove rnnlen wi tne s·se s we re reported

during the Febr~ary trials of the Nationalists.

23

February, 1951

Confidential InformantI I a reliable
informant. reported that on the evening of

I I certain ~. ndl~;'dIals held
a conversatlon in I the San
Luis Hotel, Havana, Cubs,n w c reference
was made to items possibly portending future
Nationalist violence. Certain disconnected
phrases comprising part of the conversation
which took place were reported by the
informant. They were:

"Blow up with dynamite"

"They are going to blow it up
wi th dynaml te"

__I
"Puerto Rico"

,
1
1
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b7D

-. -.

"Nationalist Movement"

"When the time comes we
are going to ri se"

I I
-:s~a~y"'s=-ti:'h=a"t""""7.t:;:h:::e----'f<::e:;l;;l;-;o::w-;-c ould
give the order'~

·"Kill, you must kill"

"Revolutionary capacity"

ITEM NO:

DATE:

r=.I..:t~i.:::s~n.:::o..:t::::e.:::d:-::t:::h:::a:.::t:-::t:::h::::e"--"-p..::u::::e","r-"t",,o Ri c an Nat i onal i s t ,
1 resided in the

Laa~~~aal~cmJjnJe~inJcC;-;lr.l~'~wmn~wnnTl~cT.h~t~hlEer;arob~veconversation
emana ted he B

Rican members of the NPPf<.
lhad sought asylum in Cuba after

~e~sn.c~a~p~ing from Puerto Rioo, following the
Nationalist uprising in which they were
alleged to have been involved.

I0 I NPl f ~~~~;KII..;:R""O:-J:;-·o""',---:p::"u-e-:"r"';'"t-=o--;:R:';i-=c:"':o:-,---;h-a=-d:;---'
attackedr I Q~ tb:
university of' Puerto RIco onl
whileJ Iwas in Havana, cuba, a ten lng a
UNESC conl'erence. Further NPPRdevelopments
in Cuba are set out in item 27 below;

24

February 3, 1951

SEC)6 ,
<\~

...:;1j
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REPORT:

b7C

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

b2
b7D

'::
(°::;'°: ::9 Irece~ved through Detective__ _ __ . Insular Police, on. February
, ,fia a source of unknown reliability

had described a meeting in ponce, Puerto Rico,
about February 3, 1951, of certain high rank
ing officials of the Independence party of
Puerto Rico (a legally constituted political
party in puerto Rico, whose published platform
is independence ror Puerto Rico, to be
secured by legal and peaceful mean~~~~ ~

wa: al~;:::~ Ithesource that oneI of San German, Puer!;..,-;o~=-=:----""""
w 0 a e y was closely associated with

members of the NPPR prior to the Nationalist
uprising of 1950 was present at this meeting
and proposed the formation of a society to
be known as "Los Capuchados" (The Hooded Men).
The alleged purpose of this society was to
kill continentals (persons from the
continental United states) and wealthy
puerto nicans. The society was to secure
masks and guns. The source alleged that
although the Independence party leaders
present did not desire to be openly associated
with this society,they did give it their
backing.

Confidential Informantr---l a reliable
informant, prOVided in~tion indicating
that the above report was false. However,
this informant and other sources wore

alert to the possible development of a society
of this character. No reports have been
received from any source to the effect that
such society is in the process of formation.

SEcRtr
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ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORTs

b2
b7D

2$

February. 19$1

Confidential Informantr---ladvised that
following the verdict 5r-gUilty returned by
the jury at Insular District Court, San

Juan. in the case of PEDFO ALBIZU CAMPOS for
attack to comndt murder, informant had securedIr,'lnb', lnf'tw,,;,n " the ,ft", 'ha,

ITEM NO:

DATE:

26

February, 1951

b2
b7D

REPORT: Confidential nformant advised

INVESTIGA.TIVE
RESULTS:

No information was received sUbsequently
from thi.s informant or other sources
confirming that a group was being formed
for the purpose of reprisal action against
persons furnishing information to the
Insular Police. No reprisal action
against witn0sses in the Mayaguez trials
of NPPB members was reported.
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·ITEM NO:

-.

27

..

OGA

DATE:

REPORT:

b7C
b7D

February 20, 1951

On February 20, 1951, VICTOR GUTIERREZ
FRANQUI, Attorney General of Puerto Rico,
provided the followipe ~~nfQrmatiQn Wbifh

Q eceived fromL _ .
a bUS~. w 0 had recently

v S~ e cuba. had reported that
while he was in avana he had been taken

....
On March 1,1951,1 Iprovided the
following additional ~nl'ormation con
cerning this matter to Agents of' this
off'ice:

..,
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IlrlESTIGATIVE ~E::.f::.:f:..o:..r:..t::.:s:......:b:..:y!-.:a:!p:.!p:..:rc.::0:£p;.:r-=i;.:a;.:t..:;e----"a-=u..:;t.::h~o=-r:.it~i:.e=-s::....:l;;.:n~C,-,u:::b:.;:a=-

RESULTS: I Ib7D

ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

28

March, 1951

lL..c_o_n_f_i_d_e_D_t_1_B_'_I_O_f_Orm_B_o_t_r=J_'__r_e_D_o_r_t_e_d_r-
I
_-------------p

b2
b7D
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further deye] ODmeots ·inINVESTIGATIVE Ereported no
RESULTS:

-------------------

b7C
b7D

SJ 100-3

b2
b7C
b7D

ITEM NO:

DATE: "

REPORT:

b2
b7D

29

March, 1951

Confidential Informant 0 reported that
the attitude of the Rio Piedras Nationalists
in general was such that there might be
further Nationalist violence should the
Insular Police relax the constant
vigilance which had been"maintained OVer
Nationalists and their activities following
the uprising.

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

Insular authorities have maintained their
vigilance over the movements, contacts,
and activities of Nationalists.

ITEM NO:

DATE:

30

April 11, 1951

REPORT: A draft of possible reorganization of the
NPPR was located by Captain JOSE W. HERNANDE

AQUINO, Superintendent of Internal Security
Bureau, Insular police, San Juan, Who furn
ished a copy of the material to this office
captain H~RNANDEZ had received the material

("\:~Q
"_ v

•
.~' .

·:.:i·:·:i!"·~~···
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RESULTS:

ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

from a source of unknown reliability
which had indicated that the draft was
probably prepared by a Nationalist
incarcerated in Insular District Jail,
San Juan. The proposed organization was
to be entitled "Mira" (Look 1); the
structure to be a pyramid of nuclei
so clandestine in nature that members
in each cell or nucleus of the organi
zation were not to be aware of the
identity of members of the other nuclei.
The aim of the group was to gain
independence for puerto Rico; the slogan-
"The end justifies the means". The
means of operation were to be whatever
means would be most practical.

Informants have reported no reorganization
along the lines proposed nor any awareness
of the eXistence of this plan. More
recent underground operations of the NPPR
have revealed the functioning of small,
apparently independent groups of Nationalists,
though there has as yet been no evidence that
this grouping is an intentional arrangement
as part of a broader plan of organization of
the "Mira" type.

31

April 23, 1951

On April 23, 1951, Captain JOSE W. HERNANDEZ
AQUINO, Superintendent of the Internal
Security Bureau, Insular police, San Juan,
notified this office. of the
release of AMADEO RIVERA LOZADA from the
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b7C

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

b7C

Sf
Insular District Jail, San Juan,
Puerto Rico. RIVERA, a former
member of the Santurce Municipal Board,
NPPR, had been in jail since prior to the
Nationalist uprising, serving an Insular
sentence for violation of Insular fire
arms laws. A report from the Internal
Securi a s a Police, described
RIVERA RIVERA was
allege to have
Insular Distric!-~~-,~s~an~-J~u~a~n~,~~ur~~n~g~~
the Nationalist uprising to arise and
assist the Nationalists. He was also
alleged to have made ar
agains t the I nsular P0 t"'l-::c-::e"-'a:-::n~d""""'t"'hc:"e=-F""'B"'I~-----J
prior to his release from jail. Insular
police reported that RIVERA was believed to
have a Luger pistol hidden where he could
retrieve it upon his release from jail.

Close Insular Police surveillance of
RIVERA following his release from Insular
District Jail, San Juan, fai1ed.to reflect
his involvement in Nationalist activity
or any attempted violence. RIVERA departed
for New York City in early July, 19$1, and
returned to Puerto Rico April 9, 1952.
After his return to Puerto Rico, he resided
in the apartment of his mother, ESPERA~ZA

LOZADA, on the top floor of an apartment
house on the southeast corner oflI I Ha to Bey , Pue rL.,t~o--=R"'I-c-o-.---J
There have been no reports of Nationalist
activity on the part of RIVERA since his
return to Puerto Rico.

jt;:,.", ).."
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b2
b7D

b7C

ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS

ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

b7C

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

b7C

32

April, 19$1

II reported a rumor that Nationalists
~cached bombs at a rarm belonging to
.\ I situated atl .~

Puerto Rico. The intended use of the
bombs was not speciried.

I Las not round to have
any connect~on with the NPPR. However, on
the basis of information received that NPPR
members had occasionally secreted bombs ~n

the property or non-Nationalists to avert
discovery, Insular pOlt~e conducted a thorough
se arch or the prem! se s " I
on· Ap:r'il 27, 1951. No bombs, bomb
materials, or weapons were found.

33

May 15, 1951

Insular Police reported that inrormation had
been received concerning the secreting of

~same Natianal;::oe;:~::::~sat the hamel of

Insular Police searched ther Ihome
April 17, 1951, and found etghteen .
rounds of .45 caliber and four rounds
or .38 caliber ammunition. No bombS
~ bomb ~aterials were round. l
~ lwas identified as the brother

i
1•i
j

l
,I,
.),
1
I
j

-;.~
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b7C

ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

b2
b7D

ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

b7C

~
.,r,., ..'
. .
r:~" -.

cerated Nationalist who had been involved
in the incident occurring near the United
States post Office, San Juan, during the
Nationalist upri~i~g Of o::obe r 30. :150.
Prior to the upr~s~ng, had
lived in the house Where g'ammunit on
was found. The Insular police confiscated
the ammuni tion. Insular authar1 H AS round
no.cause for prosecution of

34

May, 19$1

I a reliable informant, advised in
""'M"'a"'y"'",- 19$1, that he had secured information
to the effect that EUFEMIO RODRIGUEZ PEREZ,
an NPPR leader in Ponce, puerto Rico, had
said that if PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS continued
to be imprisoned, the Nationalists were
going to "take the of.fensive".

PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS has been incarcerated
since November 2, 19$0. No confirmation
or further det~i~s :::C:::'lg the Nationalist
"offensive" whic~ ~__ _ __ allegedly
contemplated have D 4 ed fromI lor other sources.

35
May 18, 19$1

corporalrr----------" Internal Security
Bureau, !nsu.lar police, Arecibo,_ puerto
Rico, submitted information on May 18, 1951,
that a few days preViously a
car had stopped in Arecibo in

'1.,
"

". ~

'2-70
. .'. ::":

·f .-:~~:I'.";"........ _ .... Woiiliill
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b7C

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

b7C

ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

b7C

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

fro

wo 0 C oc n e morning;
a several men had alighted from the

:ar bEl: entered the house of I II : I and returned to the car carrying
ur ap ags full of me tal ob jec ts. .

It was determined that corporalk Jhad
received this information fI'om soul'caf
unknown reliability. Investigation in the
vicinity of the alleged incident failed to
confirm the report.

36

May 28, 1951

corporall I reported information
that a woman from Lares. Puerto Rico, claimed
that there were six NPPR leaders in Barrio
HOYO Malo of Lares, Puerto Rico, and that

they had at least one hundred men. The
source had advised that the group planned
to attack an unspecified target on June 4
or July 4. 1951.

This office located and interviewed the
originator of the above story. She denied
knowledge of the allegations set out above.
She was found to bear a reputation for
fabricating and disseminating sensational
reports. Investigation in Lares and the
surrounding area failed to confirm a Nation
alist mobilization for violence in Barrio
HOYO Malo, Lares, puerto Rico. The months
of June and July, 1951, passed without
incident.
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37

June, 1951

Chicago informantII of known
reliability, advi~n June, 1951,
that NPPR leaders in Chica 0 Illinois

were arouse
~0~v~e~r~r~e~p~0~r=rs~r~e~a~c~1r.n~g~~emfrom puerto Rico
that PEDRO ALBlZU CAMPOS was being deliber
ately weakened in prison so that he would die.
Informant advised thatl ' I
I Iconsidered another Island-wide uprising
in Puerto Rico feasible and necessary to
"avenge" the imprisonment of PEDRO ALBIZU

I
CAMPOS. The informant stated alSr that

~ 1n chicago, had advIsed other
party leaders in Chicago to change their
places of residence frequently if possible.

SJ 100-3

ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

b2
b7D

INVEST!' ATlVE During tl.~ -~-iod of t"p'iil.a..."J:....,:fl·~'.D-'co~'ccl......~.c.eID!:i·.d-""e--;c--ti··'..Il--cl.,'
RESULTS: Informantl I reoortedl . I

b2
b7D

ITEM NO: 38

DATE:

REPORT:

June, 1951

New York informantr I of known
advised in ,Tune. 19'"'j""l:---:tbat one I reliab111 tv]

b2
b7D
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__..:...- b_7D ~

INVESTIGATIVEI IRESULTS:

---
ITEM NO: 39

b2
b7D

DATE:

REPORT:

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

ITEM NO:

DATE:

REPORT:

June, 1951

PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS incarcerated in Insular
District Jail, San Juan, was .8ufferirg from a
mental condition descri bed. by·. physicians and
psychiatrists who atten~d him as paranoia.
Attendant newspaper pUblicity in Puerto Rico
included claims by ALBIZU that he was being
maltreated by Insular and Federal authorities,
specifically that he was the Victim of
electronic rays directed at him by devices
set up by the authorities. Confidential
Informantc=:Jpointed out in this connection
that for years members of the NPPR had been
in accord that should ALBIZU be injured or
killed, the Party would take Violent

reprisal action.

An assessment of NPPR reaction in Puerto
Rico to pUblicity concerning ALBIZU's
condition failed to reveal a Nationalist
reprisal plan.

40

June 30, 1951

Insular Police reported on June 30, 1951,
that a source of unknown reliability had

I
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b7C

INVESTIGATIVE
RESULTS:

a Nationalist group was collecting funds to
buy weapons to attack ponce District Jail
to liberate the Nationalist prisoners.

Investigation has failed to confirm the
alleged conversation or to provide infor
mation concerning a Nationalist group
organizing or collecting funds for the
purpose stated.

3. Circumstances Leading to
NPPR Acts of Violence

The following summary of circumstances which
have set the stage for Nationalist violence has been evolved

.from review of reports of acts of violence committed by
NPPR members since 1932 a..'"ld review of factors reported by
informants, Insular Police, and other sources to have had
causative significance in relation to violence by the NPPR.

a; Backgro~

The NPPR tendency toward violence originated in
a complex of factors, chief among them being a desire for
independence ·for puerto Rico, coupled wi thresentment con
cerning alleged political, economic, and social discrimi
nation by United States authorities and other citizens.
Resen~n6nt has developed into a self-sustaining rationale
of hate and violence through the efforts of clever leaders,
principally PEDRO ALEIZU CAMPOS (himself an alleged victim
of discrimination). The object of Nationalist hatred
extended to all persons, proceedings, or institutions
symbolizing the allegedly "colonial" relationship of Puerto

,
.;,
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Rico to the united states, By the process of projection
all real or imagined economic, political, and social ills
of puerto Rico have been blamed upon the political relation
ship between puerto Rico and the United states. With this
mind set the NPPR has needed no special provocation for
developing violent plans, including conspiracy to·overthreW
the United states Government in Puerto Rico and the legally
constituted Insular Government of puerto Rico,

However, some special circumstances which have
immediately preceded or accompanied past NPPR acts·of
violence have been isolated for future reference •. They
are:

b. Special motivation: incitive
public speeches by PEDRO
ALBIZU CAMPOS and other
NPPR leaders and members;
.and incitive private state
ments.

c. Success by NPPR members in
obtaining weapons with which
to commit violence.

d. Any action by Insular or
Federal authorities which
the Nationalists have
construed as provocation.

(1) The celebration of
• Federal government

holidays in Puerto
Rico.

(2) Speeches by Federal
or Insular officials.
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() The attendance by an
Insular official at a
United Nations committee
meeting or other function in
which that official
represents the Insular
government in national or
international affairs.

(4) Attempt by Insular
Police of Puerto Rico
to restrain the NPPR
from violating public
or~ces during .
their public demon
strations (e.g. the
halting of a Nationalist
parade which was being
held without permi t).

(5) Arrest of armed Nationalists
by Insular Police.

(6) Searches by Insular
Police for cached
Nationalist weapons
and explosives.

(7) 'Legal prosecution of
PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS
and other party
officials or members.

(8) Any action by individuals
or authorities Which the
NPPR construes as an
attack on the person or
character of PErRO ALBIZU
CAMPOS (their "maes tro" :

,
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leader, teacher, and master).
ALBIZU is conSidered by many
Nationalists as an incarnate
idol and symbol, whose .
slightest inconvenience by
the authorities pursuant to
legal needs, demands violent
revenge.

(9) The death or injury of
Nationalists in encounters
wi th Insular police.

(10) Attempts by Insular
police to photograph
public meetings of
the NPPR.

e~ . Impulsive and spontaneous
individual attacks by Nationalists
against Insular or Federal
institutions, personages,
buildings, or other symbols
of the establishod govern-
ment in Puerto Rico. Such
attacks have allegedly
been predicated on the desire
by the individual Nationalist
to demonstrate to the pUblic
in.general the intensity of
his hatred for existing
authority or to seek prestige
or martyrdom in the hearts of
fellow Nationalists through
a sensational act of violence.

~
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4. Summary of Nationalist
Methods of Violence

a.· Preparation

Investigation of past acts of Nationalist
violence has revealed that in the instances in which
preparation has been conparatively thorough and has
involved a group or groups of Nationalists, the general
procedure set out below has been followed, the order and
completeness of the procedure varying with the temperament
of the Nationalists composing the groups and the importunacy
of the occasion: .

j
•'", ,,

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

( 6)

( 7)

Conspiratorial meetings

Selection of target

Evolvement of plan
(including selection of
attackers, planned deploy~

ment, and reserves)

Securing or readying of
weapons: manufacture of
bombs; .purchase,theft
or soliciting of fire
arms and ammunition.

Arranging for transportation
(including plans for hiring and/
or commandeering vehicles).

Selecting opportunity and fixing
time for attack.

Clandestine mobilization,
usually by means of personal
contact or trusted messenger.
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b. !argets

Targets for Nationalist violence, as shown
by actual attack have been:

(1) Insular and Federal officials,
bodyguards, and guests.

(2) Insular Police of Puerto Rico

(3) puerto Rican National Guardsmen

(4) Jail guards and other bUilding
guards at Insular and Federal
ins~allations.

(5) Insular Police stations

(6) United States Post Offices

(1) A telephone company bUilding

(8) A bank bUilding

(9) Insular and Federal government
offices and personnel

(10) Official vehicles (including
police vehicles and municipal
ambulances).

Additional prospective targets according to reports
from reliable informants have included:

(1) Persons furnishing information
to the authorities

(2) Witnesses in prosecution against NPPR members,

-,
1
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Additional prospective NPPR targets reported
by informants of unknown reliability (see sub-section
G. 2.) have included telegraph offices and radio stations.

. It is also P~i:t:l out that in November, 1950,
Confidential Informant informant of unknown reli-
ability, who was assoc a e with NPPR ?od rpdepepdentist
acti~~t~es in th:1 lap~w:; is nowL

I reca e a speec made bYU NJ~~~~e~E t~~~I~e CAMPOS,
wife of PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS, in the early 1930s in which
LAURA MENESES stated that the children of
Americans in Puerto Rico would be killed in order to
make the Americans ,leave the Island of Puerto Rico•

. c. Special Techniques of
Attack Used by NPPR

There follows a smmnary of special techniques
used by Nationalists in violent acts committed since 1932.

(1) The initiative taken in the attack by
Nationalists; investigation of incidents
of Nationalist violence has indicated
that the first shot was fired by a
Nationalist or a Nationalist sympathizer
in all cases.

(2) Indiscriminate firing upon ambulances
and authorities caring for the wounded.

(3) Mingling wi. th crowds listening to an
official speaker and firing from
cover of the crowd.

(4) Assassination on the street by
shooting without warning.

.)

j
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(5) Road block by automobile prior to
attempted assassination of
official riding in vehicle.

(6) Rapid preparation of simple
but effective incendiary bombs.
of Molotov cocktail type,
immediately prior to intended
action. It is noted that an
incendiary bomb prepared with
an ordinary bottle as container
is difficult to identify as a
bomb until the rag wick is
finally inserted. '

,

d. Weapons Used by NPPR

In the acts of violence committed by NPPR from
1932 through June, 1951, weapons of the following types
had been employed:

Sub-machine guns
Pistols
Revolvers
Rifles
Incendiary bombs (Molotov cocktails)
Explosive bombs
Grenades
Stabbing or cutting instruments

Daggers
KniveS
Bayonets
Sabers
Machetes

Clubs

Reference is also made to item 27 of sub-section
G. '2, above, revealing the alleged intended use of poison
for assassination.

.j
j

.j
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<~<.~.c',:/. -;. <' C"'" r
<~\ If' \ . ., a.. /'.
_o~ ;0-', '!J a.

5. Participants in
Nationalist Violence

The list that follows sets out names of'
Nationalists Who have been accused in Insular or Federal
prosecutive action or by Insular Police or informants of
having participated in one or more of the acts of' "
Nationalist violence which have occurred since 1932~ Tho
list refers only to persons accused as principals" in the
violent acts. Nationalism charged solely with illegal
carrying or possessing woapons or advocating violent
overthrow of the governmont without actual participation
in violence are not included herein but will be included·
in the secti on of this report dealing wi tq ARRESTS'iAND
PROSECUTION. This list does not inclUde the names~6f' the
forty-two Nationalists who have' been killed s ince'1932
while participating in violence. .

-.j

NAME VIOLENT ACTS IN WHICH PARTICIPATED

(Nationalist uprising of October.
1950, is abbreviated as NO;
numbers rofer to acts of violence
itemized in subaectionG. 1.)

I

1

ALAMO DIAZ, JUAN -11-
0

ALBIZU CAMPOS, PEDRO -NU- i
ANTONIO

.~

ALICEA SANTIAGO, -NU- l
)

ALICEA TORRES, JUAN -NU- l
1

ALICEA SANTIAGO, JOSE MIGUEL -NU- I.,
ARROYO TORRES. OSCAR -NU-

!

ARSUAGA CASELLAS, ANIBAL -11- I

.~
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NAME VIOLENT ACTS IN t-rHICH PARTICIPATED-
AVILA LOPEZ, MANUEL -11~

AVILES MASSANET, JOSE -NU-
was. Jose Aviles Maisonet

Jose Aviles Vazquez

BALLET PEREZ, JOSF. ANGEL -NU-42-
BERENGUER PADILLA, CASIMIRO -12-

BERRIOS COLON, MARCELINO -NU-

CAMPOS ARANZAMENDI, FRANCISCO

CANALES TORRESOLA, BLANCA

CARDONA ALVAJAN , JUAN

CASELLhS TORRES, JESUS

CASTRO RIOS, CARLOS M.

COLLb..ZO, OSCAR

COLON RIVERA, JUAN BAUTISTA

COLON FELICIANO, ANGEL

COLON GONZALEZ, ANTONIO

CORTES GONZALEZ, JOSE

CRESPO BOU, JAIME RAFAEL

CRUZ COLON, ANTONIO

-NU-

-NU-

-39-

-11-

-NU-

-35-

-11-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU_

-NU-
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e•

NAME- VIOLENT ACTS IN WHICH PARTICIPATED

CRUZ RIVERA, CARLOS JUAN

CRUZP~O ORTIZ, JOSE

CUEVAS RODRfGUEZ, SAUL

DE JESUS TORRES, RAUL

DIAZ DIAZ, ANGEL RAMON

DIAZ DIAZ. BERNARDO

DIAZ Ml.TOS, ISMAEL

DlhZ DIAZ, LEONIDES

DIAZ DIAZ, RICARDO, .TR.

DIAZ DIAZ, RICARDO, SR.

ESCOB.l..R SERRANO, ELIFAZ

FELICIANO VAZQUEZ, CARLOS M.

FERNANDEZ, LUIS DARIO

FIGUEROA RIOS, ALEJANDRO

, GJ..RCES DORREGO, CESAR EMILIO

GONULEZ Mi,RIN, JUAN ANTONIO

GONZALEZ CJ..STRO, SANTIAGO

GONZALEZ CANDELARIO, TOMAS

GUTIERREZ ChDIZ, WILLIAM

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-12-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-12-

-NU-

-NU-
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lliili!
GUZMAN SERRANO, JUSTO

HERNANDEZ RIVERA, GREGORIO

IRIZhRRY.RIVERA, FIDEL

IRIZARRY RIVERA, MARIO

IRIZARRY RI\~R£, OVIDIO

JACk HERNANDEZ, JUAN

JkUME RODRIGUEZ, ROBERTO

JIMENEZ LARhCUENTE, JUAN E.

LOPEZ DE VICTORIA, TOMAS

LUGO RUIZ, DOMINGO

LUGO SANTIAGO, ESTANISLAO

LUGO MORf..LES, EZEQ.UIEL

MkLDON~~O RIVEW., CkRMELQ

MALDONf.nO RIVERi-., JUAN

MARIN PAGAN, EDMIDIO

MARIN TORRES, HERIBERTO

MARIN DJi.VILP., MIGUEL hNGEL

MARTINEZ NEGRON, GILBERTa ..

MARTINEZ LOPEZ, PEDRO

e•

VIOLENT ACTS IN WHICH PARTICIP

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

7'NU

-NU-

-38-

-lO-12-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NUo:

-1m..

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

s}mt·
:./.:' -

I
J
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NAME

HARTI TORRES, NOE

MJ.TOS GARCIA, PELEGRIN

MEDINA ACOSTA, JAIME

MEDINA FIGUEROA, JOSE ANGEL

MENA DF; JESUS,. MANUEL ESTEBAN

MENDEZ GANDiA, MANUEL

MENDEZ NEGRON, RAFAEL

MOLINA. CENTENO, RAFAEL

MONGE HERNANDEZ, JULIO

MONT~~VO RODRIGUEZ,ADAN

MONTj.NER, REMON

MORALES NIEVES, EULOGIO

MORALES PADILLA, INOCENCIO

MORALES NEGRON, JUAN

MORALES NEGRON, LUIS

MORALES NEGRON, REINALDO

MUNIZ MEDINh., ENRIQUE

MUNIZ SANTOS, MELITON

-.

-41-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

:'NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-11-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

.~

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



r -.
SJ 100-3

Nf>ME

MU1TOZ MATOS, JUAN JOSE

-.
~

"""""
.'" • It.... :

~

VIOLENT AC~IN WHICH PARTICIPATED

-NU-

. i

NEGRON RODRIGUEZ, JOSE ANTONIO

NIEVES AVILES, ANTONIO

NIEVES Mf<LSAN, SANTIAGO

OLIVERO hLBARRf,N, ELf.DIO

OTERO LOZhDA, RAMON

PaDIN CONCEPCION, JOAQUIN

PEARSON, DIONISIO

PEDROSh RIVERA, RAMON

PENh Rh.MIREZ, h}U,DO EULOGIO

PEREZ RIV~., FELICIANO

PEREZ Nh.RTlNEZ, OSVALDO

PIERLUISSI SOTO, OLIVERIO

*PIETRI PEREZ, JUhN

~~PINTO Gi>NDIA, JULIO

PO~ES GONZALES, JESUS

GUINONES GONZALEZ, DIEGO

Rl~IOS ROSARIO, OCTAVIO

RIOS FIGUEROA, WILLIAM

""-7

-NU-

-NU-

-11-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-4-
-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU.-

-12-

-11-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-.

-NU-

~.'" .

s~r
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-NU-

-NU

..,NU

-NU-

-13-

-NU-

-NU-

-9-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

VIOLENT ACTS IN WHICH PARTICIPATED

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

..,NU

-NU- .
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~

RIVERl.. WALKER, ALVi.RO

RIVERA PhBON, ALFREDO

RlVERl.. NIEVES, ELMER

RIVERA GARCIA, EZEQUIEL

IUVERl.. GONZALEZ, GILBERTO

, RIVERl.. TORPES, LISANDRO EFRl..IN

RIVERh. SANTIAGO, FERNANDO LUIS

RIVERl.. SANTIAGO, MIGUEL ANGEL

ROBLES TORRES, RAMON

RODRIGUEZ PADILLA, CARLOS

RODRIGUEZ OLIVERAS, JOSE

*ROLON MARRERO, RUFINO

ROMAN DE JESUS, JUAN

ROMAN DE JESUS, MIGUEL ANGEL

lfSALTI~RI CRESPO, DOMINGO

SANCHEZ RIVERI" CARLOS

SANCHEZ RIVERh, ffi~MON

ShNDOVAL RAMOS, JUAN

SANTIAGO RODRIGU~Z, EDUARDO
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SiLWTIAGO DIAZ, VIDAL

SEGARRA, PRUDE~lCIO

SERRANO TORRES, RhJ10N LUIS

SERPl, l>I,Vb.REZ, JOSE

SOTOMhYOR CANCEL, ELADIO

TORRES b.CEVEDO, DhMIAN

TORRES ROMAN, ELIDIO

TORRESOU. ROURJ;" DORIS

TORRESOLA ROURA, ELIO

TUP.ELL RIVERA, MARCELINO

VAZQ.UEZ, GUILLERMO

VELAZQ.UEZ, LUISF.

VELEZ AVILES, DIONISIO

VELEZ LUGO, JOSE ANTONIO

-.

VIOLENT ACTS IN WHICH PARTICIPA~ED

-NU-

-12~

-NU-

-NU-

-NU

':'NU

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-NU-

-8-

-2-

-11-

-42-NU-

.- ~

'",

1
I

~ J

1
1"

J
i

1

~,Names marked wi th asterisk are those
of' Nationalists who also have been
accused in prosecution arising out of
Nationalist uprising of October, 1950.

Attention of' the reader is also called to two
other related lists in this report: (1) ~ist of Nationalists
who have been reported to possess weapons since 1948 ,;
(Section D. 2., page 144-146) and (2) List of' Nationalists
who have undergone prosecution (Arrests and Prosecution '
Section) •
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SECTION H

FUNDS

-.

!.
\

II. SITUhTION PRIOR TO THE UPRISING OF OCTOBER 30, 1950 •
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(c) Methods
(1) Solicitation-by NFPR Leaders And

Commissions • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
(2) By NPPR Municipal Boards Through Treasurers

or Committees • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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(h) Arms and hmmunition • • • • • • • • • • • • ••
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D. Financial Status of the Party
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. .. . . . . . . • 401
• • . • . . . • • . • • 40a

• •• • • •c. Expenditures ••
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e.

b2
b7D SECTION H

FUNDS

e•

I. CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS

c:=J furnished a copy of the amended' Constitution of
the Nationalist Party of Puerto Ricoi in April, 1948. This
Constitution had been printed by the. "Tipografia Porvenir,"
Calle Norte #~6, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, and was 'believed
by the informant to have been printed during March; 1948.

Chapter 5 of this Constitution concerns the "general
economy of the Party." It reads as follows:

Article 32 - The National Board shall receive the
following funds: (a) the quotas assigne~ to the
Municipal Boards; (b) assessments imposed by the
National Board for special purposes, which shall not
be used by the Party for its general expenses;
(c) donations received by the National Board.

Article 33 - The National Board shall prepare an
annual bUdget of expenditures, and shall submit
to the General Assembly a statement of receipts
.and disbursements for its approval.

Article 34 - The Treasurer of the National Board
shall be charged with the following duties:

1. All receipts of Party funds shall be deposited
in a'bank in a special account in the Treasurer's
name, and he shall issue checks to cover expenses
specified in the vouchers approved by the President
of the Party; it being resolved that in the temporary
absence of the President, the Treasurer may make any
urgent withdrawals but shall submit an account of
his withdrawals as soon as possible for approval.
In the event of an unnecessary withdrawal of funds
which does not meet with the approval of the Presi
dent, the Treasurer shall assume full responsibility
for this withdrawal and shall deposit a sum to cover
these withdrawals, indicating that this deposit is to
cover check # in connection with this withdrawal.

," ,',
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2. Unless otherwise justified, the cash-on-hand
account of the Treasurer shal.l be his balance in
the bank, and he shall attach to his annual report
all canceled checks together with the corresponding
vouchers.

Article 35 - The Secretary-General' of the National
Board shall also be tne Bookkeeper, and as such shall
be charged with. the following duties:

1. He shall investigate all payments and shall
report these expenses to the President for his
approval.

2. He shall keep a register of all Nationalists
as reported by the Municipal Boards.

The Treasurer shall advise the Secretary when the
Municipal Boards are'delinquent in submission of
quotas assigned to them, for his investigation; who
may, when necessary, appoint an acting collector who
shall take the matter up with the President of the
Municipal Board.

Article 36 - Collections made by Municipal Boards for
5pecia~ purposes, such as meetings and other activities,
shall be used only for these meetings or activities,
and any balance remaining shall be donated to the
National B')ard, except in those cases in which the
M~nicipal 30ards have some urgent need of these funds.

. The National Boal'd may, through its Secretary, in
vestigate the funds of the Municipal Boards at any
time, and may when it deems pertinent, suspend collec
tions which are not justified.

The Municipal Bo.'\rds shall submit copies of their
budgets of receipts and expenditures to the National
Board for its information and file, without inter-:
vention by the National Board except to make re
commendation.

I
\

J
j,
I,
i

I,
~

Article 37 - Individuals who are not registered in
Nationalist Party, and who are not paying dues may
be elected to the Municipal Boards or to any other
of the Party.
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The Treasurer-General of the NPPR is a member of
the National Board of the Party and has the responsibility.
for raising the funds to pay for the activities ,planned by
that Board and to Illeet the commitments made in the name of
the Party. All funds received by the National Board of the
NPPR from the Municipal Boards of the Party or from individual
contributors are supposed, under Party rules, to be held in'
the custody of the Tr0asurer,;"General. In· practice, however,
PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS has from time to time received and dis
bursed funds without giving any account to the Treasurer-General.

A. Financial Structure of the Part¥

~. General Informatio~

,(a) National Level

All informill1ts in a position to know the,structure
of the Party have been unanimous in reporting that PEDRO '
ALBIZU CAI>1POS, the permanent President of the NPPR since 1930,
has always held final control of NPPR finances. At times,
ALBIZU CAMPOS has personally received contributions and made
expenditures, but generally his financial control'· has been
exercised through the Treasurer-General and other officials
of the Party.

The' Treasurer-Generalship of the Party is an
elective office usually filled at the Annual Assembly of the
Party; when necessary, the National Board of the Party or the
President of the Party has appointed a person to hold the
position of Treasurer-General, but this appointment was then
confirmed at the next Annual Assembly of the Party. In
practice, the Treasurer-General continued in office so long
as he desired to'do so or until some exigency, such as arrest
aI'ld incarceration, prevented him from exercising the duties of
his office. In this },ast respect" the tenure of office of
the Treasurer-G2:leraJ. !las rliffered fr'om that, of the President
and the Secreta~'Y·,Gener·al of the Party, because the pHrsons
holding those·la<:.ter o:ffices continue to hold them despite
incarceration, interim officers being chosen to carry out
their duties.

II. FINANCIAL SITUATION PRIOR
TO UPRISING OF OCTOBER 30. 1950
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The Treasurer-General of the Party has had the
responsibility for expending Party funds to meet the obliga
tions of the NPPR and for making such current expenditures
as are authorized by the National Board of the Party. In
addition, the Treasurer-General has been responsible for
the support of PEDRO ALBIZU Cfu~POS and, in varying degrees,
·the support of the latter's family as well.

While PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS was residing in New York
City from 1943 to 1947, a central Party organization· existed
there as well as in Puerto Rico. This New York City group
was known AS the Executive Council of the NPPR. This group
was headed by the permnnent President of the PartY,but·was
under the direct supervision of the permanent Secretary
General of the Party who had also been designated by ALBIZU
CAPWOS as the Delegate of the NPPR in New York City. In
formation supplied by informants in New York City and
correspondence between the office of the Party Delegate in
New York City and NPPR officials in Puerto Rico, indicate
that the Party Delegate and his assistant initiated fund
raising campaigns to raise money for the support of PEDRO
ALBIZU CAMPOS and for the carrying on of the domestic and
foreign propaganda activities of the Party. The Executive
Council of the NPPR in New York City had a Treasurer who was
responsible for holding Party funds and for making disburse
ments according to the orders of the Party President or the
Party Delegate, but all information indicates that the
financial activity of the Executive Council of the Party in
New York City was directly controlled by the Party Delegate
and the Assistant Party Delegate who acted under the direct
orders of PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS.

SJ 100-3

e. ~
...... • e•
rv

~""'::'':'".'''.'

b2
b7D

From time to time, the national leadership of the
NPPR set up fund-raising corrunissions of which the Treasurer
General was usually a member. Most·such fund-raising com
missions consisted of j~hree persons, and their primary duty
in this capacity was to carry out to a successful conclusion
some fund-raising campaign which had been initiated by the
Party .leadership. .

r---lhas advised that he knows of no instance in
which the~etary-Generalof the Party has acted as the Party
Bookkeeper, although the Constitution of the Party places that
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b2
b7D

responsibility upon the Secretary-General. All information
received indicates that the Secretary-Gen~ralhas been closely
connected with Party finances, in that he has usually been a
member of the fund-raising commissions set up by the Party.
Moreover, the permanent Secretary-General of the Party was
for a time the Party Delegate in New York City and, served as
the personal representative of the Party President in all
Party activities, financial or otherwise.

tbl Local Level

Under ordinary circumstances, the Treasurer of the
NPPR Municipal Board hns been the financial officer of the
Party on a local level, but when no Municipal Board is
functioning, local financial ac~ivity has been managed by some
trusted local Party leader.

After the arrest and conviction of Nationali,st
leaders in 1936, many !'lunicipal Boards of the parted to
function as organized entities. In January, 19/+3,
advised that with a few exceptions, the Municipal oar s of
the Party had disappeared and that instead of formal and well
organized Local Boards, the Party had what they called "active
se~' in several nmnicipalities of the island. Accorcin~

to the Party President I J
maRe e necessary arrangemen~t~s~a~m~.omn~g~I~~~a~t~1~0~n"a~I'1·s~t~s~1~n~t~h~e--
various sectors and to encourage them to meet in an informal
and discreet manner at the private residences of the most
trusted members of the Party. r----ladvised that collections
were taken up at these meeting~that such collections,to
gether with donations solicited from individual Party members
and sympathizers,were the source of Party funds at that time.
All information indicates that reorganization of the Municipal
Boards began after PEDROALBIZU CAMPOS was released from prison
in 1943.

Informants familiar with the organization and
activity of the NPPR have reported that every functioning
Board of the Party has a Treasurer responsible for the raising,
maintaining and expending of the funds of his organization.
These Local Board Treasurers received funds in the form of
monthly dues and contributions from Party members and also
from public collections made for special activities of the

;.,

I
. I

I
I

I
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Party or at the request of the national leadership of the Party.
Authorization by the national leadership was required before
collections could be made from the general public.

Documents seized by the Insular Police following the
NatiL:t'st uprising of October 30, 1950, and information
from indicates that a percentage of the membership dues
(50% 1n he case of the San Juan Municipal Board) was forwarded
each month by the Local Board Treasurers to the Treasurer
General of the Party,'and that in the case of collections made
for special occasions, all funds remaining in the local treasury
after expenses of the occasion had.been paid, were also for
warded to the Treasurer-General of the Partv. In the case .
of fund-raising drives initiated by the national leadership,
the Treasurer of the Municipal Board acted as the agent of the
national treasury and turned over all funds collected (less
the expenses of the campaign) to the Treasurer-General or his
representative.

(cl National and Local Treasurers'
Re orts Exam les b2.--- ==~===~=:,=t===='__ ~L________... 7C

70
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$19.81
17.75

$37.56

Documents seized by the Insular Police from NFPR
Headquarters and from the homes of Nationalist leaders included
minutes of the meetings of the San Juan Mlmicipal Board covering
a number of years.

Minutes of the San Juan Municipal Board of the NPPR
for its meeting held on August 1, 1944, includes the following
report of the Treasurer of that Local Board.

Report of Treasurer
Regular Fund

Money in Treasury on July 1, 1944
Dues Collected in ,Tuly

Total at end of July

- 301 -
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Total regular fund in Treasury at end of July

Emergency Fund

Total from previous month
Emergency dues during July

Total

Expenditures from Regular Fund:

Dues p'uid to National Board for
(50% of the dues collected in

General Expenses in JUly
Expenses of Committee sent to

Aguas Buenas
Total regular expenditures

Emergency expenditures in July

Total in Treasury from Emergency Dues

July $ a.$7
July)

3.00

5.90
in July

$ 2.00

$17.77

$19.79

$10.60
1.$0

$12.40

2.00

$10.40

·The genera~ total in the treasury at the end of
JUly, 1944 was 1P30a9.

Minutes of the San Juan Municipal Board of the NPFR
for its meeting held on April 10, 1947, include the report of
the Treasurer of. that Local Board for March, 1947. The informa
tion in this Treasurer's report is set forth as follows:

Dues received during March
Less 50% of dues sent to the National Board

Balance

Treasury Balance March 1, 1947
Tot,al

Assistance by the National Board for the
Meeting held at Baldorioty Square

TotEll

$lI!.25
9.13

9:T2

$5.%
94.

15.0Z
109.7

Expenditures:
Public meeting
Public meeting

Total
Balance in Treasury

at Baldorioty Square $ 61.40
at Puerta de Tierra 39.00

on March 31
100.40

$ 9.34

- 302

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



SJ 100-3

•• .'•

Emergency 'Fund:
Balance on December 31, 1946
Emergency dues; January 16th

II ", February 6th
II ", February 20th
" II March 6th,
II ", March 25th
Total Emergency Fund

March 31, 1947

Grand Total in Treasury on March 31, 1947

2. Former Financial Officers of the NPPR

(a) Treasurer-Generals of the NPPR

$ 5.10
.75
.75
.25
.50
.~.

$ 7.90

$17.24

,
:...,.,

ABELARDO RUIZ-MORALES
AGUEDO RAMOS MEDINA
PAULINO E. CASTRO-ABOLAFIA

LUIS FLORENCIO VELAZQUEZ

ISOLINA RONDON

(full name FRANCISCA ISOLINA
GARCIA-RONDON)

JOSE RIVERA.SOTOMAYOR

(Acting Treasurer - 1944)

BUENAVENTURA RODRIGUEZ-LUGO

JULIO DE SANTIAGO-GRAFALS

RAIMUNDO DIAZ-PACHECO

1930
- -

1935-1937

1937-1941
1942-1945

1941-1942
1945-1948

1947
(January to February)

1948-1949

1950

(b) Treasurers of the Executive Council
of the NPPR at New York Citr

RAFAEL LOPEZ DE VICTORIA

JUAN ALAMO D!AZ

- 303 -
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(c) Delegates of the Party at New York City

JULIO PINTO-GANDIA

'~~ff'1i:?.: A':. ~'I" "l .... J '~,.~J .. ,; !tJ .:.1
,-..::r.~. 'L> ~ ..1

~.

RAMON MEDINA RAMIREZ

19) Other Persons Who in the Past Frequently
Served on NfPR Financial Commissions

JUAN HERN/iliDEZ VALLE

JOSE ENAMORhDO GUEST.&

FRhNCISCO HEfu1fu~DEZ VARGAS

JULIO RAMON DEL RIO-ADAMES

3. Bank Accounts

(a) Bank ~ccounts For the Party and Party Officials

No information has been received that would indicate
that a bank account was ever maintained in the name of the NFPR.
However, at various times, bank accounts have been maintained
in the name of the Treasurer-General of the Party.

I~ JUlY: 1941:I' lof the NPPR,
stated that the NFPR did !loc m1'1IllC1'1ih a bank acdount and that he
was certain t~he Farty had never had funds in any bank in
Puerto Rico. l---Jadvised in May, 1951, that although the rules
of the Party prov~de that the Treasurer-General should keep a
bank account for the Party in his own name, Farty disbursements
have usually been equal to income, and a bank account has there
fore'been unnecessar under usual circumstances.

s a e recen y a
regular monthly dues~~~~Tr~.~c~~~gk~ta~~!h~inia~an~~
stated that these sums were small
had decided to handle them in C~=========h::::==["...JI lIn the latter part
of kriown reliability in New YorK ~

knew of no bank accounts maintained

b2
b7D
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Among the documents seized by the Insular Police from
Nationalist leaders following the uprising of October 30, 1950,
was a receipt dated January 20, 1947, sig~ed by BUENAVENTURA
RODRIGUEZ LUGO which indicated that when RODRIGUEZ LUGO assumed
the position of Treasurer-General of the NPPRA he received from
the former Treasurer, JOSE RIVERA SOTOMAYOR, ~8.$2 in cash and
a check from the manager of the Royal Bank of Canada in the amount
of $3,150.00. "

r----l a reliable confidential source in San Juan, ad
vised in ~erJ;i1948' that on SePtemb~r ~. f~4$, PEDRO
ALBIZU CAMPOS had " __ lat Geneva,
Switzerland, by t e 11n an Juan.

In April, 1950, rI advised that to the best of his
knowledge there was no ban~ccount in existence for the NPPR
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smfU :~D
or for any officials of the Party. c==J stated that the Party
had never had extensive funds and that most of the current
collections were made in cash and were hande~ctlY to
PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS for his living expenses. said that all
financial transactions by the Party were hand e on a cash
basis and that any money not turned over tr :LBiZU CAMPOS was
used immediately for the payment of bills. stated that
bank transactions were sometimes used to sen money to foreign
representatives of the Party and that occas.ionally a bank
check was received from the New York Municipal Board of the NPPR •

.--- During interview in N'ovember, 1950 ;1 1I !stated that during the time that be' was 'I'reasllref of

~
c NPPR.o_;?p;zation in New York City fromlI : I the Municipal Board of the NPPR for New York
~ty was a ways in debt and, to the best of his knowledge, did b7C

not have any bank account in New York City. He stated that
all rent payments and similar transactions were made in cash
an~ that any balance ras kept at his home or was turned over
tol . to be forwarded to Puerto Rico.

In J~ne, 1950, the following banks in Puerto Rico had
no account in the name of the NPPR or its officials, PEDRO
ALBIZU C~1POS, RAIMONDO DIAZ PACHECO, or JULIO DE SANTIAGO:

Banco de Ponce
Banco de Credito Y Ahorro Ponceno
Banco Popular de Puerto Rico
National City Bank of New York
Chase National Bank

b7C
Iwas found to have a "dead" savings account

'-::c"'0~n:-':t-;:a""~-::n"'~-::n:-::g:-"1l:$!"l3r.70'iTO"""'-:atthe Santurce Branch of the Banco Popular.

b2
b7D

-'306 -

On December 1, 1950, an NPPR officer at
New York City; advised that h~s~c~~~~~nug"a"c"c"owu~n~a.tthe West 96th
Street Branch, National City Bank New York, ccntained funds
of the NPPR b7Csma
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b Bank Account of Mrs. ALBIZU CAMPOS
LAURA MENESES DE ALBIZU CAMPOS

.~T
~~~

On February 7, 1942, "El Munde,l! a Spanish language
newspaper published in San Juan, carri,ed an article signed by
JULIO DE SANTIAGO." This article set forth a letter in which
JUAN,JUARBE JUARBE, the Secretary of Foreign Relations of the
NPPR, t01d DE SANTIAGO that funds to cover the expenses of the
NPPR delegation to the Pan American Congress'at Rio de Janeiro
should be sent to tI'1rs~ ALBIZU CAMPOS at Lima, Peru, and that
the latter would mak~ out a chec~ to the d~legation. b2

In January, 1944,II r0liable,' in New York b7D
City made available a memora'nai:iiii"' signed by PEDRO AI,BIZU CAMPOS

I"" I
New York City, to send all NPPR funds not needed for current
Party expenses to Lima for deposit., It is noted that Mrs.
ALBIZU CAMPOS resided in Lima,' Peru, at this time.

b2
b7C
b7D

T ". p In ,~~v~~~er, 10J. J; " ,..ol;"hlo "nnf";r!onr;"l ~n",..... n I -'at
''; ~~ '0,.." "".; 0 rh ,,+ I r

",1 ..., ~orH
r 1 a reliable confidential source in New York

I

b2
b7C
b7D
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b2
b7D

B. Sources of Funds

According toe===] the principal sources of NPPR
funds have been: membership dues and special assessments on
the membership; special fund-raising campaigns; "and donations
from certain well-to-do contributors. The informant advised
~hat under usual circumstances, the Treasurers of NPPR
Municipal Boards had charge of the collecting of funds in
their particular municipal areas. "

1. Dues and Assessments Secured
Through Municipal Boards

(a) General Information

The NPPR customarily operated a system of"member-
ship dues or "cuota" whereby each member was expected to
contribute certain stipulated amounts monthly to the Treasurer
of the Municipal Board to which he belonged. In turn, these
dues, or a percentage thereof, were transmitted by the
Municipal Bo,r: :~e:~lJre;lto the Treasurer-General of the Party.
According to. __ ~ _ the amount of an individual's dues
was set by eac un~cipa Board and, from a practical stand- .
point, dues were arranged individually between the Treasurer
of the particular Municipal Board and the individual Party b2
member. The dues were paid once a month and it was the duty b7D
of the Municipal Board TreafW'-""l to make every effort to
collect the dues promptly. l---jadvised that the lowest
permissible membership dues in his recollection had been
twenty-five cents per month and that the usual dues or "cuota"
was about one dollar per month. Inform~tion from I I
r---l and from documents seized in November, 1950, by the
~ar Police, indicates that membership dues have sometimes
be~n.set at $1.00, $2.00,.$5.00, a~d $10[00. accor~i:g.t: ~:e
ab~llty to pay. Informatl0n suppl~ed by. ~ ~ _ _ _ _
indicates that in the case of the Arecibo~M~u~n~~'-c0~"p~a~-oo~a~r~~o~~
the NPPR, the":r;j that each member was expected to pay was
$1.00 monthly. said that at a meeting held by this .
Municipal Boar on August 1, 1948, a dues collection was made,
and that 30 of the 39 persons present turned in $1.00 apiece.

According to !land according" to documents seized
in November, 1950, by t~nsular 1-olice, the Treasurers of
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e•
b2
b7D

e•

the Municipal Boards were obligated to forward the dues
collected each month to the Treasurer-General of the Party
by letter and at the same time to list the names of the con- 
~utors during that month and the amount received from each.
l---Jstated that in practice, the names of those who contributed
were not always set forth in the letter submitting the monthly
dues to the National Board. According toc===Jand'according .
to various documents seized by the Insular Folice, it was common
practice on the part of many Municipal Boards to remit only a
percentage of the membership dues collected to theTreasurer~
General of the Party. The Rio Piedras Municipal Board re
portedly kept sixty percent of the dues collected from the
members for its ~'wn current expenses and for~rarded'only forty
percent to the National· Board. ~linutes of the SanJuan
Municipal'Board for meetings during a period extending from
1943 to 1947 indicate that fifty percent of the income from . .
fixed dues was given over to the National Treasury of the NPPR.

Minutes of the-National Board of the NPPR for its
meeting held on August 5, 1945, reflect that it was decided
by the National Board to~rtion NPFR membership dues in the
following way: 25% for the Municipal Boards; 25% for reserve;
50% for the general expenses of the Party.

A letter dated May 3, 1948, from the Secretary of
the NPPR Board at Quebradillas, Puerto Rico, to the Treasurer
General of the Party, enclosed $5.00 as the remittance of member
ship dues from eight persons at Quebradillas and states that
all dues received by that Board are forwarded to the National
Treasury of the Farty. This letter reads in part: "••• we never
keep a single cent for our oWn expenses e'len though you
authorize us to retain 25%•••• "

Among other documents seized by the Insular Falice
in November, 1950, were circular letters dated April 12, 1948,
by the Treasurer-General of the NPPR setting forth the obliga
tions of the Municipal Boards with regard to the membership
dues and other funds received by them. This letter is trans
lated as follows:
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"NATIONALIST FARTY OF FUERTO RICO
Box 2762

San Juan, Puerto Rico

"April 12, 1948

"URGENT CIRCULAR LETTER

"To the FRESIDENTS and TREASURERS of
the MUNICIPAL NATIONALIST BOARDS

"Compatriots:

!lIn my position as Treasurer-General, I permit
myself to send you this Urgent Ci.rcular Letter to
instruct you as follows:

"Firstly: Every shipment of funds to the General
Treasury, from dues or from any other
source, either by postal money' order or
check, must be sent in my name, when it
is not handed to me personally.

"Secondly: Do not give any funds to anyone who
does not present a request issued by the
Treasurer-General or by the President.

"Thirdly: Effective immediately after this circular
letter is issued, you are required to
send to the General Treasury the money
obtained from dues, not later than the
5th of each month.

"Fourthly: That the Treasury of the Nationalist
Municipal Board is requested to send to
the Treasurer-General, ~ list of the com
patriots who' pay monthly dues in their
munieipality, for the purpose of stimulating
the increase in the same, since the amount
which is received is not enough to cover
the most urgent debts which are contracted
every month.
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,.

"Fifthly:

e.

URGENT: In order to meet the large
expenditures which the Movement has to
incur, because of the commemoration of
the Birthday of DE DIEGO, the High
Leadership has.assigned to that Board
the amount of($ .001, which it must
hasten to send as soon as this letter
reaches it.

"Fraternally yours,

"JULIO DE SANTIAGO
"Treasurer-General

oards were
at that time.

"Note: Again, you are requested to send the dues for this
month of April."

(b) Brief History ~f NPPR Membership~

Membership dues amolmting to as much as $2.00 monthly
were collected from Far·ty members during the period prior to
the conviction of N~PR leaders during 1936 for conspiracy to b2
overthrow the United States Government; but after those~
victions, regular membership dues decreased for a time.~ b7D
reported"in January, 1943, that according to informants with~n

the NFTR, no fixed dues were assigned to Farty membel's during
1942 and the Party depended on collections and voluntary
donations for its funds.

As early as 1943, however, some Municipal Boards of
the Party were functioning on a regular basis and collecting
membership dues. Minutes for various me€tings of t,he San Juan
Municipal' Board' of the NFFR during the period extending from
September, 1943, to April, 1947, indicate that dues were
regularly collected from the membership of that Board during
those years. (These minutes were among documen" 'zed by
the Insular Folice in November 1950.) However advised
during t ~

of the NrI'R , kn::-r.;"-:r.-;-;::;::-+:-:::--;:;:::;::-r;r:::+t~~e
forwarding mon ues to the National

The following statements concerning Party dues were b2
included in a resolution prepared by FhULINO E. CASTRO for b7D
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b7D

presentation to the XXII General Assembly of the NPPR which
met at San Juan on July 15, 1945:

"Resolution: WHEREAS, it is necessary that the
Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico continue
its active campaign inside and outside of
the nation in defense of the independence
of Puerto Rico;

WHEREAS, it is. necessary in order to carry
on that activity to obtain funds in whatever
legal means may be necessary;

M{ERE1S, the support of the Nationalist
Party concerns all the Puerto Rican people,
but ~specially the Nationalists, and they
are called upon to carry the financial
burden of the Movement with the cooperation
of those citizens who are ready to aid the
obtaining-of independence;

THEREFORE, it is resolved by this XXII
National Assembly of the Nationalist Party
of Puerto Rico to impose dues in accordance
with the financial position of each
Nationalist registered on the list of the
Party, and every Puerto Rican who voluntarily
gives his cooperation."

Minutes of a meeting of ' the National Board of the
NFPR held at San Juan on August 5, 1945, in joint session with
certain Municipal Board Officers, reflect that this mee.ting
had been called to deal with the resolutions left pending by
the National tssembly. The first item considered was a reso
lution organizing dues and their collection. A resolution was
approved "fiXing the dues at $1.00, $2.00 and $5.00 for the
Nationalists and cooperating members," and' it was decided to
proceed to raise 1000 members paying $1.00, 500 members paying
~2.00, and 200 Qembers paying ~5.00.

According t~ membership dues of most Party members
prior to this action~ national leader.ship, had been about
twenty-five· cents to fifty cents monthly.
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By correspondence dated in October, November and
December, 1945, the President of the NPPR Municipal Board for
Guanica, Fuerto R~co, supplied the Treasurer-General of·the
NPFR with the names of "members and friends" at GuanicEl., who
were contributing their Party dues according "to the plan
agreed upon." In all cases·the dues or contributions· listed
were in the amount of $1.00, $2.00, or $5.00. '" ", ,

Membership dues continued to produce a moderate but
regular income for the National Board of t he NFFR~ ';;The
Treasur.er's report p:-es',mted to the General Assemb'ly' 'of the
Farty held on' August 1$, 1946, reflects that during the period
July 15, 1945, to August 16, 1946, the National Treasury of the
Party received $725.50 in membership dues remj.tted~b)Cthe
Municipal Beards. During the first two mont.hs of 194$, member
ship dues remitted by fifteen Municipal Boards amoUnted to
$202.$$.' . .

s- 314 -

However, by 1948 the national leadership of the
NPPR had made many financial demands upon the Party membership
and some Municipal Boards co~sed to remit membership dues
regularly. To improve this situation, the Treasurer-General
of the Party issued circular letters calling for greater
regularity in the subm:osion of membership dues. One such
letter dated April 12, 1948, was set forth earlier in this'
report. Documents seized by the Insular Police in November,
1950, indicate that the letter of April 12, 194$, brought
quick response from a number of Municipal Boards. For example,
by letter dated April 13,' 1948, the Fresident of the NFPR
Municipal Board for Ceibaj Puerto Rico, advised the Treasurer
General of the Party that, in answer to the circular letter
of April 12, 1948, he was submitting a list of persons vlho
were paying their monthly dues of fifty cents each. TIle letter
also advised that this I-lunicipal Bo<::rd was enclosing the .
$10.00 which that Board had been ass,essed in the circular letter.

Other circular letters were sent out by the Treasurer
General in July and November, 194$, but response to these 5ub
seqUe~rCUlar letters was less gratifying. In February,
1949, made available a circular which the Treasurer-General
was d~s,r~buting at that time to the Presidents and Trc&surers
of' the NPPR Municipal Boards. The following quotation is from
this circular letter:
b2
b7D
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"Delay on the part of Nationalist Municipal
Boards (many of which send nothing) in remitting
monthly dues and nonreceipt of the same punctually,
is prejudicial: to our moral responsibility in the
prompt payment of obligations incurred; to attention
to peremptory needs of the Movement; and to the
national pro-liberation project of the Party.

"The Municipal Boards as well as the Presidents
and the Treasur-ers of those Boards should seriouslyc6n..
sider the culls and requests of the Treasurer-General~.
The Treasurer-General should not have to waste his time
writing l:;tters and circulars to filial organizations 
in an effort to maintain the economy of the Party, and
then have the matter forgotten by those charged with
handling it."

In pursuance-of his campaign to stimulate the payment
of membership dues and assessments the Treasurer-General of
the NPPR prepared 8ertificates of Cooperation which were
issued in December, 1948, to those Farty members who had been
faithful in the payment of their membership dues throughout
the Party year 1948. This certificate is described in the
membership section of this report.

O According to information furnished inl I
by the remittances of membership dues fell 50 1ar short
of meeting Farty obligations at that time, that the Treasurer
General of the Party laid assessments on the various Municipal
Boards. I I

b2
b7D

r ladvised that most of these Boards were not optimistic about
raising that much money and tha t the leadership I

L-~~Ihad complained that they were displeased by--t~h~e--c-o-n-s~t~a-n~t--
call for money.

- 315

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



SJ 100-3

" . " i'

b2
b7D

b7C

The value of these assessments as a means of
collecting Party dues from the membership lay in the fact that
some Municipal Boards did not collect regular dues from the
individual members. c=J advised' in June, 1948, that the leader
shipo:f the'N?PR Boards at Lares, Puerto Rico and at Aguadilla,.
Puerto Rico, had stated that no Party dues were paid or collected
in those towns, but that collections were made among the member
ship whenever the NFFR national leadership laid ari assessment
on the Municipal Board.

All efforts by the 'i'reasurer-General of the N:tPR
failp'd to prOdllCe the rr~sllJ fS desired by the Party leadership,.
and,L . advised that the' Treasurer-Gener~l
of the Party had re orted during a meeting of NFfR officials
held in San Juan, that only five ~Iunicipal

O .s 0 the NPrR had remitted membershi~ dues for Nov~mber.
reported the Treasurer-General complal.ned thct the ~34.00

h was sent in by those five Boards Cnot even begin to .
pay the outstanding nebts of the Farty. advised in September,
1949, that Nl'i'R leaders on a Municipal oar level had

l
co:rlained

that people refused to contribute as they used to do. re-
ported that one long-time Nationalist had stated in Augus ,
1949, that he could contribute only two or three dollars each
month to' the Party and that if that vlaS not suffic ient, the
Party could drop him from its membership rolls.

In January, 1950, the newly elected Treasurer-General
of the NFFR began a vigorous personal campaign to collect·
membershir dllAS. By POJi;r report dated January 11, 1950,
Detectivel _ of Mayaguez, reported that at a
meeting of the Municipal oard of the N~FR for Mayaguez held
on Januarv 5, 1950, the Treasurer-General of the Party was
present and advised that he had come to collect money for the
NIPR;· that he int; ended' to collect membership dues, and that he
intended to collect $1,000.00 about the island. b2

. ',' b7DIn February, 1950, ladvis ed that the
Treasurer-General was complalnlng tn2X no one was sending in
any money from the Municipal ~oards and that eyer~one was
writing that they had no more money to give.1 Jpointed out that
the Treasurer-General had .:llteo.dy coil..loctai many dues for the"
entire coming year, and he had collected other dues~ in ad
vance when he recently went on an island-wide tour. l--J said
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it was logical that some Municipal Boards would therefore have
no additional membership dues to forward to the Treasurer of
the Party,

According tol I the Treasurer-General of
the Party continued to visit the various towns of the island
attempting to secure membership dues and other contributions
directly from the individual members dC' the remaining
months of 1950 prior to the uprising. has advised that this
activity on the part of the Treasurer- eneral was most unusual
and evidenced either an extreme need for funds or a distrust
of the Municipal Board leadership.

Up to the time of the revolt on October 30, 1950,
the collection of membership dues continued to produce un-
satisfactory results from the viewpoi the Party leader-
ship. I 0 .
meetin

stating that te had been
successful in collecting the monthly ques frpID onlv e;ght.
persons. The informant reported that I
would continue to collect dues, but th-a~t--c-o-n~d~i~t~i-o-n-s--w-e-r-e~b-a-d~
and many persons \lid not want to na" loTbjJ p pthers stated they
would pay later. L 'the only way to b2.
improve the situation was to reduce the monthly membership b7D
dues.

i
. ~

(c) Income From Membership Dues

Minutes of the San Juan Municipal Board of the NfPR
were among the documents seized by the Insular Police in
November, 1950. These minutes, covering various meetings during
the years 1944 to 194·7 reflect that fifty percent of the dues
received by this Municipal Board were regularly forwarded to
the Treasurer-General of the Farty. The amount forwarded each
month is set forth as follows:

August, 1944
September, 1944
October; 1944
,January, '1945
February, 1945
March, 1945
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Apr-Hi 1945
May,' 945
June, 1945
July, 1945
October, '1945
November, 1945
December, 1945
January, 1946
April, 1946
May,'1946
June, 1946
,July, 1946
August, '1946
October, '1946
November, 1946
December, 1946
January, '1947
February, 1947
March, 1947
April, 1947

,

2.87
5.62
3.87
5.37
4.87
4~87
4.37
7~63
8.62
7.37

10 ~ l,O
7.37
$.$7

11.38
8.88
10~62
9.87
8.62
9.13
9.37

,l J

1
j

.\
!

As was previously mentioned, the Treasurer's report
presented to the General Assembly of the N:t='IR held on August IS,
1946, reflected·that during the period July 15, 1945, to
August 16, 1946, the National Treasury of the Party received
$725.50 in membership dues. Another document seized by the
Insular Folice in November, 1950, was a detailed list of
membership dues remitted by various I"lunicipal Boards of the
Party during January and February, 1948. This listing is sr~t

forth as follows: .

NFFR Municipal Board for hguaclilla $ 10.00

" II II II Aguada 9.00
II Il II Il Aguas Buenas . 3.65
II " " II Bayamon 50.00
II Il Il II Arroyo 10~00

II II II II Ceiba 6.00
Il II II II Ciclra 5~00

II II Il II Catano 12~00

Il n 11 " Guayama 10.00

" II II " Jayuya 10.00

"
Il " " Quebradillas 5.00

11 II 11 " Santurce 47.23

..
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NPPR Municipal Board for Toa Baja $ 2.00
11 " " " Vega Baja 16.00
" " " " Vega Alta 7.00

Total received to date - - - -$202.88

Minutes of the March 3, 1948, meeting of the Santurce
Municipal Board of the N?PR ref18ct that fifty percent of the
dues collected by that organization were forwarded to the
National Treasurer of the NfFR. A larger percentage of the dues
turned in to the Municipal Board by the Sub Boards was also
so forwarded. The Treasurer's report appearing in these minutes
for March 3, 1948, is set forth as follows:

$ 17.50

11~40

8~90
11.00

$ 31.30

for Barrio Obrero
" Santiago Barea
" Melilla

Board
"
"

Dues from members and persons cooperating with
the Municipal Board

(Of this $3.75 was forwarded to the
National Board)
turned in by Sub

tt· "" n·
n "n n

Dues
"
"

(Of this, $23,48 was forwarded to the
Ne,tional Board)

Total dues collected by Municipal and Sub BoanE $
Total dues forwarded to National Board

14.25

$ 2~32 b2
.85 b7D

$ 3.17

r

48~40
32~23

$ 16.57

Total in Treasury

According tol-------------------

Balance in Treasury

Vouchers for expenses, according to signed
receipts

Balance in Treasury
Previous Balance
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" Documents seized by the Insular Police during
November, 1950, include several letters transmitting membership
dues to the Treasurer-General of the Party. The amount sent in
by the various Boards outside the metropolitan area of San 
Juan-Rio Piedras, seldom amounted to more than $10.00 monthly.

Income received from NPFR membership dues at New York
City was revealed in a Treasurer's report of the NP?R Municipal
Board for New York City which was -seized by agents of the
United States Secryt se:Vice :: Nove:?er 1, 1950, in connection
with the arrest ofl _ __ _Jat New York City. This
report was dated Septem er, 1 B an set forth an annual b7C
accounting of membership dues. $435.00 was listed as having
been received from 65 persons, only 19 of whom were up to date
in their dues payments.

(d) Dues and Party Membership

Through a subpoena served on'JUAN PIETRI PEREZ, Treasurer
of the New York City Board of the NPPR/ Assistant United States
Attorney MYLES LANE secured records wh~ch included an applica- "
tion-for membership in the NPFR at New York City dated April 20,
1948, by LYNN L. ACEVEDO (nee LYNN LOPEZ ROSAS, the wife of
ROBERTO ACEVEDO, a Nationalist killed at San Juan during the 
revolt of October 30, 1950). The printed form of this applica
tion bears the following statement: "The Nationalist Board -
sets as minimum monthly dues, for all members, the amount $1.00.
Those who can and so desire should pledge higher dues according
to their economic situation."

~ - In this connection, it is noted that II in a sworn statement given to the Insula-r"""""'D-:"i-s7"t-r"""i-c7'"t-----
~A~t~t~o~r~ney on November 3,1950, stated that1iP Qr~er to enter b7C

the Party! it was necessary to pay dues.. Jsaid that he
he.d paid ;nil.OO monthly e.s NFPR membership dues.

Not all persons who contributed regularly to the NPPR
actually held mombership in the Farty. Documents seized by the
Insular Police in November, "1950, indicate that the ~>1unicipal
Board of the NPFR divided their regular contributors L~to members

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



\

SJ 100-3

.\

b2

b7D

and cooperators,- A letter addressed to PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS
dated January 29, 194$, and signed by the President o£ the NPPR
Sub Board £or Puerta de Tierra,San Juan, Puerto Rico, reports
that this Sub Board of the NPFR had 23" members of whom 3 were
up to date in their dues payments as of the end of December,
1947. The letter further states that this Sub Board could count
on 60 cooperators who were not Nationalists but who nevertheless
cooperated in every way they could. The letter lists 16 ".
cooperators who paid dues at the rate of fifty cents for the
month of December, 1947.

" "

" According to information supplied byr---l members
of the NPPR were issued credential cards calle~edenciales
Patrioticas", good for one year, and were charged a fee of
$1.00 for this card.

•
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2. Large Contributors

Persons who contributed comparatively large sums
to the Party were an important source of funds for the NPPR
during past years. Many of these contributors were members
of the Party but others never formally associated themselves
with it.

(a) Contributors Mentioned in "Synoptic History"

Photographs of two very wealthy individuals were
printed in the "Synoptic History of the Nationalist Part/;. of
Puerto Rico" which PAULINO E. CASTRO prepared' in 1947. l'he
laudatory paragraphs printed in connection with each of these
photographs described these individuals as generous contri
butors. Information concerning these two individuals follows:

(1) FELIX BENiTEZ-REXACH, also known as IIFELITOII; born
February 27, 1887, at Vieques, Puerto'Rico; resident in the
Dominican Republic; mUlti-millionaire,'contractor and engineer;
owner of the Hotel Normandie, San Juan, Puerto Rico.

Although there is no indication that FELIX BENITEZ
REXACH has ever been an actual member of the NPPR, he has con
tributed large sums to the Party, and he permitted the President
of the NPPR to reside as a nonpaying guest at his Hotel Normandie
in San Juan. Documents Sit:=iy the Insular Police in November,
1950, and information from reflects thE.t BENITEZ-REXACH'
made contributions to the, P in 1942, 1944, 1945, and 1947,
including such gifts as: $2,000.00 sent'to the NPPR at New York b2
City shortly prior to Februery 17, 1946, to pay pressing Party b7D
debts; $500.00 sent to the NPPR at New York City shortly prior
to January 11, 1947; and $l,OOO~OO sent as a gift to PEDRO
ALBIZI.J CAMPOS on December 17, 1947. 1'he cablegram transmitting
this $1,000.00 gift was addressed to PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS at;
San Juan and is translated as follows: IIsendO'nou ~l,OOO.OO·
for expenses and embrace in The Fatherland~ II is reliable.

., .

From December 16, 1947, to August 21, 1948, ALBIZU
CAMPOS resided as a nonpaying guest of BENITEZ-REXACH at the
latter's Hotel Normandie in San Juan and received hotel services
totaling more than $8,570.00.

- )22
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In 1948, BENITEZ-REXACH was described by informants
as a person ready.to loan money to the NPPR.

(2) OSCAR F. BRAVO-GONZALEZ; born January 19, 1$$2, at
Mayaguez, Puerto Ricoj resident at Mayagu8z Puerto Rico;
President of the Mayaguez Sugar Company 1908-1932; President
of the Associo\tion of Sugar Producers 1912-1932; owner of the
Rochelaise Sugar Central andDistillery at Mayaguez, Puerto Rico.

Among the documents seized by the Insular Police
in November, 1950, was a letter dated February 17, 1946, III
which RM10N MEDINA RAMIREZ; NPPR Delegate at New York City,
wrote to JULIO DE SANTIAGO, the acting President of the NPPR
in Puerto Rico, suggesting that the latter seek financial
assistance for the Party from OSCAR BRAVO. MEDINA wrote that
ALBIZU CM~OS had great confidence in BRAVO but had ordered
that contacts with BRAVO be made most discreetly and only in an
extreme emergency.

. .
In January, 1948,lIadvised that BRAVO was willing

to loan the NPPR funds to p~e a printing concern in San
Juan and stated that BRAVO was lithe person who paid for and
actually owns the newspaper, 'Puerto Rico Libre,' although
the ostensible owner is JOSE ENAMORADO CUESTA." I I 6f unknown
reliability, was familiar with NPPR publishing act~v~ty. .

By po1 ice report,.-:d:a:t:e:d=M:a:Y=2:8:,=1~9:4:$:,=a:t=r.-I:a:y:a~gJ::l~e~z:J1Insular Police Detectives L .
I I advised that they had learned from confiden.tial source,b2

of known reliability that BRhVO gave financial assistance eachb7D
year to the NPPR. .

(b) Other Contributors

The following list sets forth the names of various
persons who have, in the past, given considerable finilllcial
support to the NPPR through direct contributions to the re
presentatives of the Party, through loans to the Party, or
through substantial advertising placed in Nationalist publica
tions. The appearance of any name on this list does not
necessarily indicate that the person listed is or has been a
member of the NPPRj and this list by no means includes all
persons who have contributed to the Party. Many persons besides
those listed here have contributed regularly to the NPPR.

- 323 -
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Date of Party
Contribution Membership Source

.'

BERRIOS-RAMOS,
Property owner
Puerto Rico

RAFAEL 1942-1944, Reportedly Insular Police
at Yabucoa, 1950 Popular,

(Supported formerly NPPR
ALBIZU CAMPOS I

son for several
years)

Unknown, Insular Police
formerly NPPR

NPPR I 1Insula
Pol~ce, National
newspapers

Unknown, ~Insular Polf
form0rly'
NPPR

Insular Police

BERRIOS, JOSE PASCUAL 194$
Financier living in
Santurce, Puerto Rico
(formerly resident at
Yabucoa, Puerto Rico)

I 1 - 1946-1950
Clothing merchant, Ponce
and San Juan, Puerto
Rico; advertised regularly
in Nationalist newspapers

I l -1944
Sugar magnate at Mana i,
Puerto Rico; reportedly
gave ALBIZU CJ~OS

'500.00 check in 191!-4

CANCEL-RODRIGUEZ, RAFAEL 194$-1950
~~olesale provision
merchant at Mayaguez
(presently incarcerated)

CARLO-TORO, ANGEL MIGUEL 1947-194$
Land,.owner and merchant
at Cabo Rojo, Puerto Rico
(was RLBIZU CIJf,POS com-
panion when ALBIZU returned
to Puerto Rico in 1947; he
paid for the passage of both)

Unknown

Unknown

I I
Nationalist
newspapers

b2
b7D
b7C

CASTILLO-ORTIZ, GUILLERMO
Owner of small restaurant
at Santurce, Puerto Rico;
formerly a restaurant and
factory owner at Cayey,
Puerto Rico

194$ Unknown; Insular Police
formerly NPPR

- 324 -
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Name
Date of Party
Contribution Membership Source

I..,......~~ ~---JI 1945
Wealthy woman in Lima,
Peru (reportedlY'gave
$2,000.00 to Mrs. hLBIZU
CAMPOS in 1945) ,

Unknown

1947-1950 Nationalist
newspapers b2

b7D
b7C

InSUlar Police,
NPPRNationalist

'newspapers

Unknown;
formerly

Unknown

1948

Building contractor
and stone merch"'<nt,
San Juan; advertised
regularly in N2tionalist
newspapers

CINTRON-SANTIAGO, eRISTOBAL
Grocer at Santurce, Puerto
Rico; advertised regularly
in Nationalist papers
I ,

Reportedly Insular Police
Independentist

DIAZ-MOURE, ANDRES
Owner of restaurant
and other property
in Bayamon

I I
F'urnJ,ture merchant at
Rio Piedras, Puerto
Rico

1948

194$ Unknown Il Insular
~ce, Nationali~
newspapers

I 1948-1950
L...,.,v"".L""o":t."'n""~-=n""g"""'m""e-::::r""c""h""a-=n=-t in

San Juan; E'.dver'tised
regularly in Nationalist
newspapers

Unknown Nationalist
newspapers

FERNANDEZ-LATIMER, '1944-1950
ED~IDNDO BERMUDEZ; aka.,
EDMUNDO BERMUDEZ-FERNM~DEZ,

EDMUNDO B. FERNANDEZ
Distillery owner at Bayamon,
Puerto Rico

Reportedly Insular Police,
Independentist Nationalist

n6\'ispapers
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Date of. Party
Contribution' MembershiE Source

GARCIA-CASANOVAS, LUIS 1944
Engineering contractor'
and merchant at Caguas,
Puerto Rico

Independentist Insular Police
formerly
NPPR

Unknown; Insular Police
formerly NPPR

1946-194·8
Merchant at Sabana
Grande, Puerto Rico;
advertised regularly
in Nationalist newspapers

Unlmown j Insular Police
formerly N?PR

GONZALEZ-BOULLERCI, PEDRO 1948
Merchant at Santurce,
Puerto Rico

GRAJALES-OCASIO, JOSE 1948-1950
RAMON
Owner of a small clothing
factory at Bayamon, Puerto
Rico

MATOS-BERNIER, FELIX; 1946-1948
aka., Mi,TOS-GARCES, FELIX
Garage owner at Caguas,
Puerto Rico; advertised

.regularly in Nationalist
newspapers

MEJIAS-Rf~OS, GREGORIO 1948
Owner of'a radio shop in
Santurce, Puerto Rico

I

PABON-RIOPEDRE, PEDRO 1946-1948.
ULISES
Druggist and property .
owner at San German
(presently o.n bond
awaiting trial)

NPPR

NPPR

Unknown

NPFR

II Insular
~ce

Insular Folice,
Nat ionalist
newspapers b2

b7D

Nationalist
newspapers,
Insular Police

Insul2.r Folice
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Date of Party
Contribution Membership Source

Unknown; Insular Police
formerly NPFR

RODRIGUEZ-MENDEZ, 1947
BELISi.RIO
Property owner at
Naguabo, Puerto Rico
(brother of IGN1CIO
RIVERA-MENDEZ)

RODRIGUEZ-MORELL, FELIX; 1948
aka., RODRIGUEZ-MONELL~.

FELIX
Furniture mercha~t at
Caguas, Puerto Rico

Unknown;
formerly
NPPR

0:· Insular
o lce

VELAZQUEZ-OLMEDO, ERASMO 194$-1950
Furniture merchant at
Caguas, Puerto Rico

b2

b7D
Police b7C

Insular Police,
Nationalist
newspapers

Insular

II Insular
~ce, Nationali:

newspapers

DInsular
Police, Nationali[
newspapers

Independentist Insular Police

NPPR

NPPR

NPPR

Unknown194$
urniture merchant

at Rio Fiedras, Puerto
Rico

RODRIGUEZ-TORRES, 1948
FRANCISCO
Owner of a shirt
factory at Bayamon,
Puerto Rico

TORRES-ACEVEDO, DANIAN 1947-1950
Merchant at Utuado,
Puerto Rico (presently
incarcerated)

RODRIGUEZ-MENDEZ, 1944-1947
IGNACIO (deceased)
Merchant and property
owner at Fajardo, Puerto
Rico (financial sus-
tainer of NPPR at Fajardo
:rior to death)
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Date of Party
Contribution Membership Source

11948-1950.......F...u-r-n"""i"Tt-u-r-e-m-e-r-c"Th-an--:t-a"'"'t-
Rio Piedras, Puerto
Rico; advertised regularly
in Nationalist newspapers

VICENTE-AGUAYO, RM~DN M. 1946-1950
Wholesale feed merchant
in San Juan; advertised
regularly in Nationalist
newspapers

ALAMO-DIAZ, JUAN 1948-1950
Druggist at Bayamonj Puerto
Rico; reportedly gave direct
financial assistance to
PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS

BERMUDEZ-RIDS, JOSE E.Z.D. 1948
Land owner and business-
man at Dorado, Puerto Rico
(presently incarcerated)

COBIAN-ESPINA, ANGEL 1948
Merchant at Comerio,
Puerto Rico

Unknown

Unknown;
formerly
NFFR

NPPR

NPPR

Unknown;
formerly
NPPR

Nationalist
newspapers

Nationalist
newspapers.

~ Insular
~ce, NationalL

newspapers

Insular Police
b2
b7C
b7D

Insular Poiice

MALDONADO, ~GUSTIN.

Shoe merchant at Rio
Piedras, Puerto Rico

VALLE-DIAZ, LUIS
Dry goods merchant at
Rio Piedras (advertised
regularly in Nationalist
newspapers)

1948 NPPR

1948-1950 Unknown;
formerly
NPPR

Insular Police

Il and
~o!lalist

O
pers
is of un

nown reliability
but is familiar
with NPPR activit'
in the Rio Piedra: I
area~ )
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Date of Party
Contribution Membership

BURGOS-FUENTES,RAFAEL A. 1948-1950 NPPR
Landowner at Cayey,
Puerto Rico. (Presently
incarcerated)

Source

~ Insular Poli' i
i,
j

FERRER-OLIVIERI, JAIME 1942
Landowner at Yauco,
Puerto Rico

Unknown; Insular Police
Formerly NPPR .. '.' ..

•.;

I 1951 Unknown
Furnlture merchant at
Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico

GARCES-DORREGA, CESAR . 1943-1950 NPPR
Hotel owner·at Arecibo,
Puerto Rico (advertised
regularly in Nationalist
newspapers)

VILLAFANE-FIGUEROA, VALENTINE
Landowner at Fajardo,
Puerto Rico

1948- NPPR
1950

Insular Police,
Nationalist news
papers.

D
DInsular.

Police

b2
b7D
b7C

j
i

.1

-" '-- -

" ..

'",,1
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3. Fund-Raising Campaigns

Fund-raising campaigns have been one of the principal
sources of income for the NPPR. All information indicates
that membership dues and assessments have never produced suffi
cient money to satisfy the financial commitments of.· the Party,
and that the NPPR has very frequently initiated special cam
pai~ls to raise funds.

(a) Survey of Past Campaigns

While PEDRO ALBIZU CM1POS was incarcerated from 1937
to 194.3, no large financial campaigns by the' NPPR were reported.
However, a campaign was conducted in the early months of 1942
to raise funds in connection with the illness of PEDRO ALBIZU
CAMPOS' son and to finance·the commemorative activity which the
NPPR sponsored on April 16, 1942, in honor of the anniversary
of the birth of the Puerto Rican patriot JOSE DE DIEGO. An
article signed by the Treasurer-General and the acting Presi
dent of the Party appeared in the April 22nd issue of "El
Imparcialll , a Spanish language newspaper published daily in
San Juan. This article advised that the fund drive mentioned
above had closed on hpril 14, 1942, and warned all potential
contributors to make certain that their contributions were given
only to authorized collectors who presented credentials signed
by the Treasurer-General, the Secretary-General, or the acting
President of the Party and stamped with the rarty's official
seal. Documents found in the possession of the acting Party
PreSident, JULIO DE SANTIhGO, when he was arrested in May,
1942,for violation of the Selective Service Law, reflect that
during the above··mentioned fund drive, $277.00 was collected' for
the sickness expenses of PEDRO ALBIZU, JUNIOR, and that $338.00
was collected for the expenses of the Party.

After the release of PEDRO hLBIZU C/~1POS, the cost of
his support and hospitalization 50 increased Party expenditures

. as to make C"rd-raiSing campaigns imperative. Information fromI . of known reliability, during 1944 and items
appearlng In aocuments seized by the Insular J:'oiice in November,
1950, indicate that the NPPR conducted a vigorous campaign in
the s.umm~ 1944 to raive funds for the support of (,J,BT'7,!~' b2
CAMPOS l---!advj,pd that! . b7D

,'-----------------

-),30-~
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b2
b7D

b2
b7D

(

United States, planned to raise $1,000.00 which would be sent
to ALBIZU CH~POS in New York City to pay for his hospital
expenses there. Information from I I reflects that
the NPPR leadership in P rto·Ri 0 did serd $1,000.00 to
New Yor" . . that he had
learned that the .

I Ilia een ."'.C lve urlng e a ove-men ~one collection.·
Accora~ng tol land ENAMORADO CUESTA
had chnrge of the cmnpaign in the San JUan-Arecibo-Humacao
area while JULIO DE SANTIAGO and LUIS MOJICA-VALENTIN had charge
of the campaign in the Mayaguez area. r--ladvised that JOSE

'RIVERA SOTOMJ\YOR, acting as Treasurer ~e absence of
ISOLINA RONDON, had over-all charge of the fund-raising campaign.

While PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS lived in New York City
from 1943 to 194$, the call for general fund-raising campaigns
originated with NFPR leadership there. For example, by letter
dated September 5, 1944, at New York City, JULIO FINTO GANDIA,
the Secretary-General of the NPPR, wrote to the acting Presi
dent of the Party in Puerto Rico stating that the NPPR had in
curred great debts in connection with the ill health of ALBIZU
CAMPOS and that "it is absolutely necessary and urgent that a
collection be made immediately throughout the nation on a big
scale. II 1. similar call for financial assistance was sent to
the acting President of the NFPR by the NPPR Delegate at New
York City in a letter dated at New York on hpril 12, 1946.
Both of these letters were among documents seized by the.Insular
Police in November, 1950. . . .

During 19lj·4 end 1945, Dfurnished detailed informa-
tion con' - . i a . th't w s conducted by
the NFPR • r--l advised
that this campalgn was a lonal~rd of the
Party at a meeting ::h;;,e~lt:d~::EE:D:E::a::iiI:a:n3i:a:s::a~~a~tcd..M,;:ailiy~a~g~uie;,;z~,~__---.Fuerto Rico. He re~ ~

fin nc"a1 comriittee
egln· e. campalgn

o con c;.c lng e. lona ~s S, 2 lona ~s sympa izsrs; factories
and places of business for contribution1? to the NFFR. The goal
for this fund-raising drive was set at ~50,OOO.OO. It was agreed
that if the money was not obtained within a month by this method,
the Nationalists would begin a public campaign for the collection
of money by placing in the plaza of various towns of Puerto Rico
collection tables decorated with Nationalist flags and pictures.·
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In November, 1944,r---ladvised that information
secured at Vega Baja, Puerto~ indicated that the Municipal
Board for that comnrunity had been directed by the National
Board of the NFPR to collect· $300.00 toward a fund which was
being raised during November, 1944, to be sent to New York
City to cover the debts incurred by the hospitalization of
PEDRO ALBIZU C~\~OS. '

c==Jadvisedin December, 1944~ that private solicit~
tions had failed to raise sufficient money to meet'the obliga~

tions of the Party and that, therefore, a public campaign was
begun. In its issue of December 9, 1944, "Puerto Rico Libre,"
an anti-Americ~n Spanish language newspaper'published in San
Juan by JOSE ENI~IORADO CUESTA~ carried a proclamation signed
by PEDRO PEREZ FAGAN, acting rresident of the NPPR,and ER~SMO

VELAZQUEZ OU~EDO, acting Secretary of the NPPR, to the effect
that the NPPR had incurred large debts in regard to the health
of the Party President, hLBIZU C~VjPOS, who was hospitalized
in New York City, and that the National Board of the N?l-'R had
resolved to solicit publicly' the funds needed to pay for these
debts. On December 10, 1944, "El Imparcial", a Spanish language
newspaper published daily in San'Juan, carried a statement by
the acting President of the NP?R, announcing that the fund
raising campaign would begin on December 10th to last through
December 31st, 194~·. The announcement stated that persons
authorized to collect money would carry credentials signed by

, ISOLINt RO~mON, Treasurer of the NPPR.

. ' 0 advised in December, 1944, that to open the_
publlC campalgn for funds, the Treasurer-General of the NfPR
directed that tables be placed at the two entrances of the
"Hipodromo Quintana" (a race track), in Hato Rey, during the b2
session of the Pro Independence Congress held there on b7D
December 10, 1944. It was hoped that the IndependentistQattending this Congress would make large contributions.
advised that the Treasurer-General was in charge of the co. ec
tion at·the Hipodromo, that she was assisted by a number of
persons, including JOSE RIVERA SOTO~iAYOR, and advised that
~625.00 was collected at the Hipodromo.1 I reported that
following this collection on December 10, 1944, the Treasurer
General announced that the fund-raising campaign would begin
in all of the towns throughout the island. The Treasurer
General herself undertook to set up collection tables in Rio
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Piedras, Puerto Rico, and tables adorned with flags and portraits
were set up in the recreation plaza and the market plaza there,
each under the supervision of one or more Nationalists.

c===Jadvised in January, 1945, that although the fUnd
raising drive was to have ended on December 21, 1944, so little
money l~d been collected b the Nationalists that the Treasurer-

Oe ral
issue a proclamation extending the campaign. said that

e campaign in San Juan was not well- stQ until a ter the b2
first of the year 1945. In April, 1945, advised that the b7D
Treasurer-General of the NFFR had stated a up to that time
$2,500.00 had been collected in the_fund-raiSinf :rtve which

-had started on November 12, 1944. hccording to the
Treasurer-Genornl rep~rte~ that the largest amo~n s h~d come from
S8n Juan, Penco and R~o P~edras and expre§sed d~sappo~ntment

that some of the Municipal Boards of the j--arty had made no
effort to collect money. -

- Information fromr--l, received in May and June of
1945, and material contain~ the documents seized by the
Insular Police in November, 1950, indicate that the NFPR con
ducted fund-raising campaigns during 1945 to finance the NPPR
delegation to the World Security Conference of the United Nations
and to pay for the legal defense of the Secretary-General of the
NPPR who had been charged with violation of the Selective Ser
vice Law. In addition, the Party continued fund drives to
raise money for regular expenditures such as those made in support
of PEDRO ALBIZU CiJvlPOS and those made in connt:{ with public
meetings-held by the Party. Information from received in
November, 1945, and material and documents se~ze y the Insular
Folice in November, 1950, reflect that a campaign to collect'
funds for i.LBIZU CJ.Ml-0S was conducted in Puerto Rico during
November and December of 1945.

Documents seized by the Insul~-Folice indicate that
the NfPR in Fuerto Rico tried-to raise $3,000.00 in a fund
raising campaign during March, 1946, but that on March )1, 1946,
the G8neral Treasury of the Party contained only $516.73 of which
$200.00 was set aside for transmission to PEDRO hLBIZU CJ~OS
at New York City. hnother campaign was instituted at a specially
convoked meeting of Party loaders held at San Juan on J.pril 16,
1946, in response to an urgent call for funds received from the
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NPPR Delegate at New York City. It was proposed at this meeting
that $5,000.00 be raised from among Farty sympathizers and it
was decided not to hold an ope~ public collection because there
was in effect a ruling by the National Board forbidding such
collections. Funds were solicited by Municipal Boards and by
a financial committee of the Party leadership. It is not known
how much was collected in these'various campaigns,>but.the'
total collected between July 15, 1945, and J.ugust16, 1946,
was set,forth in the report of.,the Treasurer-General presen~ed

to the l.nnual J,ssembly of the i-arty on August 18, 1946. 'Th~s

report reflected that during those thirteen months,·$4,730~83
was collected and turned,in to the General Treasury by various
Municipal Boards, while $1,35$.29 "las collected byn financial
committee of Party lenders.

Minutes of the San Juan Municipal Board of the NPPR
for i.ts meeting held on October 17, 1946, reflect that the
President of that Board had headed a fund-raising committee which
had Bolicited contributions in various towns about the island.
The minutes indicate that the committee headed by this Board
President turned over the sum of $1,848.14 to the Treasurer..
General of tho Party when its work was completed in October, 1946.

Fund-raising campaigns continued to occupy NPPR ' b2
attention during 1947, and in Nay, 1947, II advised that, b7D
according tOJ ' 1 an islan~e collection of
funds was mae ourlng ~pr~l, 1947, and was quite successful.

According to information furnished byl Ithe NPPR
carried on a full-scale fund-rais~~mpaign in late 1947 to
rehabilitate the Party finances. l---Jhas stated that when '
PEDRO ALBIZU C~MrOS returned to Puerto Rico in December, 1947,
both the Party D,nd the Party President were in financial stra~ts.)
The financial campaign began with an attempt to secure funds '
privately by direct s0t;1"ation on the part of IOarty leaders,
but in December, 1947, advised that the campaign had taken
on a public chi:tract8r an hat allover the island, the general
public W[~s being urged to contribute. Collection tables were b2
set up in the public plazas, and public address systems mounted b7D
in automob~were used to advertise the campaign. In Decem-
ber! 1950, L-J recalled that this campaign was co.rried over into
194/5 and that n considerable sum was secured.
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It is not known how much money was' secured from the
public during this campaign in 1947 and 1948, but the amount
secured by direct solicitation on the part of the Treasurer
General was set forth in a listing of names and amounts received
dated March 1, 1948. This listing (which was among documents
seized l:>y·theInsular Police in November, 1950) sets forth the'
sum of $1,170.50 as the total amount secured by direct solicita
tion.

Fund-raising campai~ns continued to be held in 1949,
but with diminishing returns. "F""'l-advised in April, 1949, that
a meeting of NPPR Municipal an~lO::l B:ar~ :~f~~:JS washeld at NfPR Headquarters, San Juan at this
meeting the ;Viunic ipal Board officer tIl ,. 1': ;d in
about $1,100.00 representing their cOllectionl

I

:::in

J
a special

fl.U1d-raising cfl1np1~ign. In.formation furnished concerning
n similar <;nmpaign conducted during November, ,eflect
that only $612.00 was collected during an intensive drive from
November 1st to November 27th, 1949.

, According to information furnished byr---l fund
raising commissions canvassed the island for coktrrbutions
several times during 1949 but were never'able to secure any
sizeable sums. On at least one occasion, a three-man fund
raising commission visited sever<tl towns about the island
(on September 8, 1949) soliciting contributions, but secured
no money whatsoever~

In f.'iarch, 1948! II advised that I
I =:=J past, obligat""'i-o-n-s-o""'f"--t'"'h:--e"""!'-a-r""t--'y
had used up all funds collected so that a new fund-raising
campaign was necessary with a three-man commission of Party
lead~rs beingCdr.td ~o. collect fun~s~ ;"'ccor~in~ to' information
rece~ved from s~m~lar fund-nnslng comm:Lss~ons' were named
by PEDRO j.LBI }'iFOS in July, August and September, 1948,
but their efforts did not succeed in al~ting the financial
difficulties of the NFPR. hccording to~ the Municipal
Boards of the N?!R cOllQe $l,355.00·~n a special campaign
during November, 1948; ointed out, however, that ~~1,200.00
of this amount would have 0 be paid out for expenses incurred
in connection with the NPPR public meeting held on Novembor 19,
1948, at Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico.
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.~=..,1950, fund-raising . campaigns w'f·I:.e........><.aD.-.J...e=__--,

advised in Januar 1 0 that
spent

L,;p"'"2=--.""",...."t-r-:a-v-:e,...,....,~.-:n:"'g::-""ar""""o:-:u""n,.."....·t:-r:-:e,......,J,..... s::"'l'"an::-::-"......-=s-=o"l'":!l-::c:-:!l"'"'l'-n"'g::"""'Cc"'o"'n:::Tr~~ but ionsand
h2d collected only $11.00. II advised on various dates during
1950 that the Treasurer-Gen~continuedto canvass the island
for contributions, sometimes being accompanied by'~
Netionalist leaders. However, in September, 1950,~estimated
that the total amount collected by the 'frellsurer-General during b2
~first nine months of 1950 was approximately $1,000.00, and·
L-Jstated that most of this represented ~2rty.membership dues. b7D

(b) Objectives

Fund-raising campaigns by the NfPRmay be divided into
three general classifications according to their objectives:
(1) those designed to bolster general Farty I~inances and to
provide support for the Farty fresident; (2) those conducted to
finance some special Farty project - chiefly international pro
paganda work or aid to arrested Nationalists; and (3) those in
tended to meet the eApenses of one of the public meetings held
by the Farty.

Tho larger, full-scale campaigns have been those aimed
at Farty solvency and at providing support for hLBIZU Cl~POS.
Such fund drives w,')re made when requested by the top Party
leadership and when authorized by the National Board of the
Farty. It is noted the,t special rnerstings of the N"tional Board
and Municipal Board officers of the N,rR were convoked b

r'F.....E""D""'R""O'---2h""LB~I'"-'Z""B'--"C"'iJ""I ...j'-"'O""S-'-- --; b2

I----------------r-:a-::t:"'·'N""t""P""Rn-=r""aOd"":""'r-:a""r:-:t"'e:-:r:"',,:"',,--,>:j1'Ca.,.,n=-TJ,-,u""a'::n-.-----' b7D
£ccording to information furnished by the principal item
on the· agenda at each of these Pc:rty mee ~ngs WE:,S the need for'
a fund-raising campaign to strengthen the finances of the NI'FR.

These fund-raising campaigns have usunlly been headed
by a con~ission consisting of the Treasurer-General and two
other leade~'~ pointed by the Party fresident. Information re-
ceived fran indicates that the financial goal of ·the cam-
paign W2.S S8 Y ;,LBIZU C..:JIIFOS and that the fund-raising com-
mission worked u.nder f,LBIZU Cf:Ml'OS I inunediate supervision.
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II advised in i,ugust, ~9"8 that A~BTZ!! )AMPOS met with such
~nancial commission I _to discuss the

status of the campaigne~ng carr16 on by the commission and
especially the commission's failure to reach the financial- 
goal set by ALBIZU C~1FOS. In these large-scale campaigns,
the Treasurers of the NPPR Municipal Boards have acted as agents
of the Treasurer-General and have turned over to the General
Treasury of the Farty all funds which they have collected, less
the expenses of the collection.

Campaigns to raise funds for special Party projects
were also initiated by the national leadership of the Farty.
In April; 1949,0 reported that at a meeting of the NFPR _b2
National-and Mun~c~pal Board officers held at San Juan en -b7D
i,pril 10, 1949, PEDRO J~LBIZU CJIl-TI'OS specifically stated that
the NPPR must campaign for funds in order to supportt~

foreign representatives of the Party. In March, 191,9, L-jhad
made available a card bearing an impression of the NFFR flag -
and reading as follows:

"Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico
Treasurer-General

Box 2762
San Juan, Puerto Rico

"Compatriot or Friend:

"Contribute to the sending and maintenance of
the Nationalist Delegation which must present the
case of the national sovereignty of Puerto Rico
to the Conference of Dependent Countries to be held
at Havana, Republic of Cuba; the opening is scheduled
for the 15th of the present month o.f March, 1949.

/s/ JULIO DE SANTIAGO
Treasurer-General"

Aid for arrested N2tionalists has also been the object
of special fund-raisine; eam~B initi2.ted by the National Board
of the Party. :.ccording to L-J, I.LBIZU CAMPOS declared early
in 1944 that if at any time an NPPR member should become involved
h"ith the F8deral authorities because of his political beliefs,
it was the responsibility of the other members oftha r-arty to

b2

b7D
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raise his bail. II advised that ALBIZU CAMPOS had stated
that such financ~assistancemust be raised separately and
not t~from the General Treasury of the Party. In June,
1945,l---j advised that a committee was set up by the NPPR
in New York City to raise (11,000.00 for the defense of the
Secretary-General of the Party, JULIO FINTO GANDIA.

By letter datedl ;:J, at MaY,aguez:

'

" I~~e NPFR, wrote to the
" of the N:lI-R ,- stating

that the Nationalists in Fuerto Rico had been asked to raise a
special fund for the defense of JULIO PINTO GhNDIi•• 1:-::-;!"t:"'r"'I""';Z-:::----'

I Ito take responsibility
for tfilS work in fonce, Puerto Rico.

I
"

J
-j,
i

In late 1949 and early 1950, an active campaign was
carried on in i"uerto Rico to raise funds to finance the appeal
of the Nationalists who had been convicted of Selective Service j
violations. These campaigns were directed by the Treasurer- 1
General of the P2rty but were conducted on a Municipal Board
level. Committees from the Municipal Boards solicited dona-
tions, tendedfcollejcjtion tablBes andfsomhetimeRs; PharltdifcUlarlY. 1
in the case 0 the 'ayaguez oard 0 t e NFf, e und-ralsing J,.

activities Imovffi as "estudientinasl1 to raise fundS from' the
Q;ene:r:al public. A leaflet secured on November 15, 191+9, from ~
the Nationalists who were attending a collection ~able at
Fonce, luerto RiCO, is translated as follows;

1
"j,id in the defense of the eight Fuerto Rican i

youth imprisoned for fighting Yankee milit2ry con- j

scription - This way you will prevent your own I

sons and brothers from falling into the clutches of }
the Yankee ;'rmy." 'j

Wnere the primary purpose of the fund-raising cam- 1
paign was to finance some special public meeting commemorating 1",,'
one of the special dates venerated by the NPFR, the responsibility
for conducting the campaign has usually rested with the
Municipal Boards of the.farty. A committee of the Local Board
has usually been designc:ted to make the collections and any I
funds which they secure in excess of those needed by the Muni- j
cipal Board for the expenses of the commemorative occasion 1
are customarily turned in to the Treasurer-General. All such

.~T
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fund-raising campaigns carried on by the Municipal Boards'
were subject to the approval of the'Treasurer-General who,
under the Constitution of the Party, could enjoin the Local
Board :fro m engaging in that sort of activity.

, InforlTh?tion froml I from the Insular
Police, and from documents se~zea by the Insulc~ Police in
November, 1950, reflects that it was regular practice for the
various Municipal BO:lrds to raise funds for their own expenses
in connection with commemorative occasions. ,Minutes for
various meetings of the San Juan Municipal Boe-rd for the ,
years 1943 to 19"-7 and for meetings of the Santurce, ~1unicipal
BOE,rd ~rom 19/.8 to 1950 were among documents seiz,"d by the
Insular Folice in November, 1950. These minutes r'eflect that
those Boards conducted special campaigns to solic~t fW1ds
for'the expenses of the various commemorative activities of
the Party and especially for the activities held in the San Juan
and Santurce area on April 16th of each year in cOri1memoration
of the birth date of JOSE DE DIEGO. ht times these two Boards
worked jointly, as in 1950 when minutes of the Santurce Board
reflect that a joint meeting of the ~wo Boards was held on
Janu2~y 16, 1950, wherein plans were laid to meet the expenses
that would be incurred on~pril 16, 1950. The minutes show
that a COri1mj,ttee consisting of members of both Boards was chosen
to solicit funds and that it was decided to raise $300.00 by
March 30, 1950, and to divide this amount equally between the
two Municipal Boards.

At fonce, FuertoRico, the Local Beard of the N?FR
conducted special campaigns to raise money for the expenses
incurred in celebrating the "Dia de la Raza" (Day of the Race,
as Columbus D2Y is called in Puerto Rico). iJ. card asking for
contributions was passed out by Nationalists at Ponce on
October 12, 1950. Several of these cards were secured, and
the information contained on them is translated as follows:

"Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico
Municipal Board of Fonce

SANTIl,GO,
Treasurer"

October 12
1950

"Th,ank you,
, /s/ ESTANISL1,0 LV

- 339 -

(Flag)

Flag of the Race

"We respectfully solicit your economic cooperation
to meet the expenses for this meeting commemorating
the Day of the Race~

1l0ctober 12
1492
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(c) Methods

(1) Solicitation By NPPR Leaders and Commissions

The campaigns initiated by the national leadership
of the Party to provi.de for the general expens·es of the NPPR
were directed by the Treasurer-General of the Party, who was
assisted by a financial commission. Such commissions of NPPR
leaders were also appointed to raise funds for the special

• expenditures of the Party in the field of international relations.
It is noted that in a letter dated September 15,·1944, at
New York City, the Secretary-General of the NPPR. JULIO PINTO
GANDIA, wrote to the acting President of the NPPR in Puerto
Rico discussing financial campaigns and stating that all such
campaigns should be made through the Treasurer-General of the
NPPR.

In tnese general fund-raising campaigns, the
Treasurer-General and/or other persons designated to serve on
the fund-raising commission, visited Nationalists, Nationalist
sympathizers and business houses, soliciting contributions.
One such campaign, conducted in 1946 by a committee headed by
the President of the NPPR Municipal Board for San Juan,
BUENAVENTURA RODRIGUEZ LUGO, is reported in the minutes of the
San Juan Municipal Board for its meeting held on October 17,
1946. The report reflects that RODRIGUEZ LUGO and his comnlittee
collec~ed $1,317.46 in San Juan; $186.39 in Bayamon, Puerto'
Rico; ~p239.67 in Gaguas, Puerto Rico; $21.09 in San Lorenzo,
Puerto Rico; and 4i;83.53 in Santurce, Puerto Rico. The minutes
indicate yhat·this·fund-raising commission incurred expenses
totaling $218.00 for flags, buttons, advertising, and aid in
cash to several needy comrades; the minutes reflect that the
commission turned over a total of ~1,848.14 to the Treasurer
General of the Party upon the completion of the campaign.

Persons who have been reported as serving on the
general fund-raising commissions or comnlittees of the Party
in Puerto Rico are listed below:

~ Date of Activitv

PAULINO E.· CASTRO

JOSE ENAMORADA CUESTA

- 340

1939,
1948

1944

-~

1942, 1944, 1946,
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JULIO DE SANTIAGO

JULIO RAMON DEL RIO

Date of Activity

1948, 1949, 1950

1942; 1944, 1946, 1947,
1948, 1949

RAl}lliNDO DIAZ PACHECO 1950

LUIS GARCIA-CASANOVA 1939

JUAN HERNANDEZ VALLE 1948

FRANCISCO HERNANDEZ ·VARGAS 1944, 1949

JUAN JACA HERNANDEZ 1944

FRANCISCO ~~TOS PAOLI 1939

R.~~ON ~1EDINA Rfu~IREZ 1948, 1949

JOSE ANTONIO NEGRON-RODRIGUEZ 1950

JOSE RIVERA SOTOMAYOR 1944, 1946, 1947, 1948

BUENAVENTURA RODRIGUEZ-LUGO 1939, 1946

ISOLINA RONDON 1939, 191;4, 19/+5

PABLO ROSADO ORTIZ 1945, 1946

(2r\3Y--NP'fltr-iVriinlcipal BO:3rds
'through 'l'remmrers or c.o!l1m"'I1:'tees

Whenever the NPPR planned a large scale financial
campaign, the Treasurer-General of the Party contacted the
Municipal Boards personally or by correspondence and directed
them to solicit funds for the Party, In activities of this
nature, the Treasurer of the Municipal Board and any local
committee appointed to work with him ac"ed as ar,ents of the
Treasurer-General of the NPPR.
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Minutes of the San Juan Municipal Board of the NPPR
for its meeting held on July 11, 1944, contain a resolution
intended to implement the fund-raising campaign which had been
authorized by the General Assembly of the NPPR at Mayaguez,
Puerto RiCO, earlier in 1944. This resolution called for a
committee of two persons who would work in oooperation with
a committee appointed by the Santurce Municipal Board and the
NPPR Delegate for the City of San Juan, so as to make the fund
raising campaign a success in the district of San Juan.

Minutes of the San Juan Municipal Board for its
meeting held on December 12, 1944, contain the following letter
which that Board prepared for transmissal to the Treasurer
General of the Party:

"It is our knowledge that you are in charge
of appointing the members of the committee which is
going to collect the necessary funds from the publio
and (we request) that you come in person on Thursday,
the 14th of this month, to give us mor.e information
and to name the members of our committee,"

Minutes of the San Juan Municipal Board for ~Aetings

held on various dates in 1943, 1944, 1945 and 1946, and
minutes of the Santurce Board for meetings held in 1948, 1949
and 1950 indicate that special collection campaigns were
frequently conducted by those local Municipal boards at the
instigation of the Treasurer-General of the NPPR. The minutes
indicate that these campaigns were under the immediate super
Vision of the President or Treasurer of the Municipal Board
concerned and that in some cases the Treasurer or President
asked the members of the MWltcipal Board to raise certain
amounts of money from among their friends and friends of the
NPPRj while in other cases, committees were appointed with t~e

responsibility Of visiting bUpiness houses and persons known .
to be friendly to the independence movement. Minutes of the
Santurce Municipal Boal'd for i ts me,~ting held on August 8,
1950, reflect that the President of the Municipal Board stated
there was an urgent need for a general fund-raising campaign
in order to defray the expenses of the Nationalist movement.
The minutes indicate that a committee consisting of tbrep. persons
was appointed to go out and contact financial sources. (The
above mentioned minutes were among documents seized by the
Insular Police during November, 1950.)
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In July, 1948, Insular Police Officerf I

advised that a committee of NPPR leaders at Jayhya, PUerto R~co,
were contacting business houses there soliciting contributions
which were to be sent to PEDRO ALBIZU CAMeJO bolster the
finances of the NPPR. In November, 1948, advised that a
committee of the NPPR Municipal Board for ~o Piedras had been
contacting merchants in that .town to meet the past obligations
and the current expenses of the NPPR. I ladvised. in November,
1949, that at a meeting which the NPPR Municipal BQa~d for
Mayaguez had heldj '··lof that
Municipal Board had read a letter from the nationalleader.ship
of the Party requesting that the Nayaguez I1unicipal Board under
take htd drive to collect money for the NPPR•.<~il:0ctober,
1950, advised that the I lof the Munic~paJ Board
of the R for Santurce, Puerto Rico, had statedl~.~~~__~~~
appointed the T~~asurer of the Santurce Municipal Board and two
other persons as a commission to contact buslness.hbuses in
Santurce, soliciting funds for the NPPR. IIsai<1 that (;75.00
was reportedly collected in one week by t~ctivlty•

The various Municipal Boards of the Party frequently
organized campaigns to raise money for their expenses in con
nection with NPPR commemorative holidays. This was especially
true of the Boards in those communities where the public meetings
commemorating those dates were to be held. The l'lunicipal Boards
of San Juan and Santurce were especially concerned with the cele
bration of the birthday of JOSE DE DIEGO held in the San Juan
area on April 16th; while the Ponce Municipal Board of the NPPR
was ·especially respons.ible for the commemora \:ive activitit3S held
1p Popce puerto Rico, on March 21st and October 12tll of each year.I and the Insular Police have frequently reported
such financial campaigns being carried on by the Municipal Boards
and their information is confirmed by that which appears in the
documents which were seized by the Insular Police in November,
1950.

(3) "Estudiantinas" and Door-to-Door Collections

To collect funds from the general public, the NPPR
has ,jometimes used door-to-door collections in the immedia"te
vicinity of the place where an t~PR celebration was being held.
Such activity was observed on April 16, 191,8, near the Barcelo
Plaza in Barrio Obrero, San"turcE" Puerto Ri co, where an NPPR
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celebration was being held in honor of ,the birthday of
JOSE DE DIEGO.

More frequently, door-to-door collections were made
in connection with activities known as "estudiantinas". In
non-Nationalist usage, an "e studiantina" refers to a musical
entertainment activity carried on by students of college age
for the purpose of arousing interest .in some cause or for the
purpose of raising money from the general public. Irl
Nationalist usage, the nestudiantina" has been a fund-raising
campaign conducted by representatives of some Municipal Board
of the NPPR. Some of these representatives would prov1dd
music or carry placards calling for contributions. Other
specially designated persons would collect the contributions,
soliciting them from indiViduals and from door-to-door.

In JUly, 1948, Insular Police Officer]
of Ponce, Puerto Rico, adVised that such an act~~v~lnt~y~w~an.~s~b~e~~~ng~
carried on in Ponce by se~eral Nationalists under the leadership
of the President of the Ponce Municipal Board of the NPPR.
Officerr 1reported that solicitations were made from house
to house, Willie music was prOVided by a small band.

Information received from Insular Police and from in
formants indicates that the NPPR Municipal Board for Mayaguez,
Puerto Rico, frequently made use of the "estudiantina" as a device
for raising the funds needed by the NPPR.

In July, 1949, 'Detectivel lof the In-
sular Police at Mayaguez, advised that on June 26, 19~9, per- b7C
mission was granted by the municipal authorities to the
Mayaguez Municipal Board of the NPPR to hold a parade in that
city to obtain funds for Party members who had recently been
conVicted of violation of the Selective Service Law. The
parade lasted from t.m 0 t clock in the morning until noon on
June 26th; placards were carried by the marchers, and contri
butions were solicited by those who were in charge of the
actiVity. .

In September, 1949, Insular Police Lieutenant
FRANCISCO ROVIRA, Commandant of the Police Detachment at Cabo
Rojo, Puerto Rico, advised that an r.estudi<\ntina" was held by
the Mayaguez and Cabo Rojo Boards of the NPPR in Barrio Monte
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Grande of Cabo Rojo, Puerto Rico, on September 18, 1949, from
nine o'clock in the morning until twelve noon. Lieutenant
ROVIRA reported that a group of approximately twenty-five
Nationalists paraded on the streets of Cabo Rojo, playing
guitars and carrying signs reading: "EVERY GOOD PUERTO RICAN
IS OBLIGATED TO THE RECONQUEST OF OUR SOVEREIGNTY." "CONTRIBUTE
TO THE EX'rERJfiINATION OF YANKEE DESPOTISM IN OUR COUNTRY. II

"AS A GOOD PUERTO RICAN HELP OUR BROTHERS IN PRISON." Contribu
tions were solicited fromfue public by the President and Treasurer
of the Mayaguez Municipal Board who appeared.to be jointly in
charge of the "estudiantina.~

c:==Jadvised in Novemb~r, 1949, that in response to
an appeal by PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS, the 11ayaguez Municipal
Board of the NPPR had held various "estudiantinas"in the
towns in the vicinity of Mayaguez, and that approximately
$500.00 was Ced in Ponce, Guayama, San German and Yauco,
Puerto Rico. advised in .January, 1950, that'a meeting
of the Ma~~:ez unicipal Board of the NPP~ was held on·I __ I at which plans were laid for an "estudiantina"
CO CaRe p a BC San Sebastian on the following Sunday. This
activity is described in detail on Page 191 :f ::~: ::ort
In February, 1950, Insular Police Detectiver :1 ad-
vised that the Mayaguez Municipal Board of ~ e me~ on
February 2, 1950, and had planned an "estudiantina" to be held
in R1nc~n and Anasco, Puerto RiCO, on February 5, 1952. Detective
~~__~~Jadvised that other such activities were planned for

Arecibo, Utuado, Aguada and Aguadilla, Puerto RiCO, t<n the
following weeks. Later in Feoruary, 1950, Detective"
advised that the "estudiantina" was carried out at R~-::;n:-::c:-::o:-::n::----
and at Anasco, Puerto Hico, on February 5, 1950, and that about
$57.00 was collected. He reported that teams consisting of two
persons went from house to house making collections and that
in each case, one member of the team was dressed as a Cadet
and served as a guard for th~er person who actually
solicited the contribution. ~advised in Febru3ry, 1950,
that the Treasurer of the Mun~c1pal Board of the NPPR for
Mayaguez had stated that the "estudiantinaUwhich members of
that Board had held 1n Arecibo, Puerto Rico, on February 12,
1950, had been a failure financially.

In March, 1950, Detectivel Iadvised that
at the regular weekly meeting of the~M~a~y~a~gu~e~z~~~lun~i~c~ipalBoard

b7c
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of the NPPR, "estudiantinas" were planned for March 23, 19.50,
to raise funds in Lares and Moca, Puerto Rico. It was also
planned that a similar activity would· sOon thereafter b'-"e......__---,
held in Cabo Rojo. However, in ABril, 1950, Detectivel
advised that at a meeting·of the NPPR Municipal Boardf~o~r----~
Mayaguez held on ~~rch 23, 1950/ it was decided to suspend
all "estudiantinas" in the lvlayaguez area because the Ponce
Municipal Board of the NPPR was. accusing the Mayaguez Board
of failure to forward the sums collected to the National
Treasury of the Party. At this meeting, it was reported
that nearly $1,000.00 had been collected by the Mayaguez Board
by means of the "estudiantinas."

In Jul

area t at an estudiantina" be held at Arec"ibo, and
that in connection with the activity, recordings of some of
ALBIZU CAMPOS' old speeches be played on loud speakers.

(4) Public Collections; Collection Tables

One of the methods used by the NPPR for collecting
funds from the public was to set up collection stands which
were tables draped with the Nationalist Party flag and
decorated with photographs of PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS and some
times with the flag of Lares. These stands were usually
placed in the public square or on busy street corners and
were attended by Nationalists officially designated for that
duty by the Treasu\cr-General. of the Party a~d by. the I~unicipal
Board Treasurer. lhe credent1.als of the Nat1.onal1.sts who
were in charge of the collection table were usually in the
form of cards signed by the Party ~xecutive and Treasuror
and prominently displayed on the table.

At the start of such public campaigns, the NPPR
usually published announcements in the ne'tTspapers to advertise
the campaign and to caution potential contributors that they
should give their contributions only to authorized collectors
who would identify themselves by their credentials. In its
issue of December 10, 1944, "El Imparcial", a Spanish language
daily newspaper published in San Juan, carried a statement
by the acting President of the NPPR announcing a public fund
raising campaign and stating that persons authorized to collect
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money in the name of the NPPR would carry credentials executed
by the Treasurer-General of the Party. Another such statement
appeared in the November 5, 1949, issue of tiEl Imparcial."
This announcement was signed by the Treasurer-General of the
Party and stated that a general collection had been authorized
by the National Board of the NPPR. It·warned the general
public that in each town of the island, only those members
of the NPPR Municipal Boards who had been authorized by the
President of their respective Board, had authority to solicit
and receive money in the name of the NPPR. The announcement
·further stated that every person authorized to solicit funds
would exhibit credentials signed by the Treasurer-General
of the Party and dated November 1, 1949.

c===Jhas advised that at the opening of a public fund
raising campaJ.gn in December, 194/+, the Treasurer-General of
the Party took personal charge of collection tables set up
at the Hipodromo Quintana (a race track) in Hato Rey, Puerto
Rico, where a session of the Pro Independence Congress was
held on December 10, 1944. Soon thereafter collection tables
ad·orned with flags and portraits were set up in the recreation
plaza and in the market plaza of Rio Piedras and after the
first of the year, collection tables appeared in other com
munities. Minutes of the San Juan Municipal Board for its
meeting held on December 12, 1944, reflect that this Municipal
Board of the NPPR approved an expenditure of $20.00 to bUy
flags anP-niftures with which to decorate their collection
tables. l--jadvised that early in January, 1945, collection
tables were set up in the Plaza de Correo, Plaza de Colon,
and the Plaza de Baldorioty, each under the management of a
member of the NPPR Municipal Board for SanJuan. The in
formant stated that $145.00 was collected in Rio Piedras
and that $212.00 was collected in San Juan~ns of the
collection tables set up in jUbliC places. advised that

I _at the time 0 campaib~
that the success which it had was due largely to the fact
that the ·collectors at the tc\bles were stating that they had
no change whereupon the contributor usually donated a larger
amount than he had intended because he W2.S ashamed to withdraw
his contribution.

In December, 1947,r---l advised that the collection of
funds for ALBIZU CAMPOS,whicE-had begun as a private campaign,
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had taken on public char.acter and the~c over all the
island was being urged to contribute. l---Jsaid that collection
tables had been set up in public places and that an automobile

. with a public address system was driving about in the metro
politan area of San Juan-Rio Piedras soliciting the people
to make contributions. Collection tables were observed in
Rio Piedras and in San Juan. On December 7, 1947, a
Nationalist: collection table was observed on a street corner
in Hato Rey·, Puerto Rico. The Puerto Rican flag was. exhibited
behind the table, while a portrait of ALBIZU CM,lPOShad been
placed on the table together with a reproduction of the flag
of Lares.· Credentials also appeared on the table near a collectio'
container, certifying that this stand was'a legitimate '
collection table of the NPPf. In January, 1948, Insular
Police Officer I advised that funds were being .
solicited publ",cJ.y by means of collection tables m~naged by
PABLO ROSADO ORTIZ and other NPPR leaders at the Sixto
Escobar Park and at other public places in San Juan~

Collection tables were also used by some I'1unicipal
Boards in connection with the public, fund-raising drive
which the Party announced in November, 1949. On November 15,
1949, a small table draped with the Nationalist flag was
observed in front of a store near the plazaat Ponce, Puerto
Rico. The table was tended by two men who stated that they
were collecting funds for the defense of Nationalists arrested
for violation of the Selective Service, Law.·

Collection boxes designed to provide the public with
an opportunity to contribute to the NPPR have sometimes been·
set up in public places. Such boxes were reportedly used
by the Party in 1935 and 1936 to raise funds for the Nationalist
Army (the Liberating Army of the Republic). Minutes of the
meeting of ' the XXII Assembly of the NPPR held in San Juan
on July 15, 1945, indicate that collection boxes were also
set up during that' year. r.tLnutes of this meeting reflect
that RAFAEL CANCEl" of lo'layague z, proposed that collect ion
boxes be installed in public places so as to give all citizens
of Puerto Rico the opportunity to cooperate with donations
to the cause of the independence of Puerto Rico. The follow
ing resolution was approved:
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"Whereas every good, citizen of the Puerto Rican
Nation is obliged to cooperate so far as giving
of financial resources to the patriotic campaigns
of the'liberating movement of Puerto Rico is con
cerned,end whereas Nationalism must provide many
with a means for doing so, it is therefore resolved
by this regular assembly of the NPPR to place or
install collection boxes in various places frequented
by the public, so that who ever so wishes may deposit
his contribution."

The minutes mentioned above were among the documents seized
by the Insular Police in November, 1950.
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4. Raffles and Lotteries

On several occasions, the NPPR has sponsored lottery
activity as a means of raising funds for the Party treasury.
The important raffles and lotteries conducted by the Party
have been those conducted by the national leadership of the
Party, but from time to time the Local Boards of the NPPR
have also. conducted raffles.

{al By Local Boards of the NPPR

Minutes of the San Juan-Municipal Board of the NPPR
for a meeting held in April, 1948, reflect that it was decided
at that meeting to raise funds by holding a raffle of two
baskets of flowers which would be awarded on Mothers Day in
1948.

/ By polic ated March 18, 1948, Insular
Police Detective advised that the NPPR
Municipal Board or once, uerto Rico, had conducted a raffle
to raise money for the commemorative activity to be held by
the NPPR at Ponce on021, 1948. The raffle ticket
secured by Detective was numbered 584 and carried a b7C
Puerto Rican flag pr n the upper lefthand corner. These
tickets stated that: .

liThe Nationali3t Board of Ponce asks for your
financial contribution of $1.00 for the com
memoration of March 21st (Massacre of Ponce)."

The ticket stated that a.drawing would be held on March 17,
1948, and that the following articles would be given to the
holders of the three tickets to be drawn on that date:
(1) a motor-driven bicycle, (2) a "Northcool" suit; (3) a gold
tie clasp. The ticket was signed by the President, the
Treasurer and the Secretary of the Ponce Municipal Board of
the NPPR.

B: memorandum dated March 19, 1949, Insular Police
Detective I Iadvi3ed that three persons,. including
the niece 0 PEDhU ALBIZu CAMPOS and her husband, JUAN IRIZARRY
ROJAS, had driven to San Juan from Ponce, Puerto Rico, on
March 12, 1949, to bring ALBIZU CAMPOS money which NPPR members

b7C

- 350 -

~
... .' . ,

..' ~

~ .!.' _. ~_.

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



SJ 100-3

e• e•

b7C

had collected by means of raffles and popular subscriptions
in Ponce and neighboring towns to cover the expenses of the
commemQrative celebration to be held at Ponce, Puerto Rico,
by the NPPR on March 21, 191f$ •

.. In connection with the a:r;rest of I
on November 1, 1950, at New York Clty, agen~t-s--O~1"~t~h-e~O~n~1~t~e~d~-
States Secret Service seized a Treasurer's report of the New
York City Municipal Board of the NPPR for the year 1948. This
report reflects tnat $60.75 was raised by means of a raffle
conducted that year and that expenses in connection with t)lis
raffle had amounted to only $4.00. "

An Insular Police report dated at Cayey, Puerto
Rico,"on Febr~2ry 4,1950, reflected that Nationalists at
Cayey, Puerto Rico, had been attempting to raise money for
the Party by holding raffles of various articles and by
showing movie pictures in the Theater Angelica at Cayey.

(b) By the National Leadership of the NPPR
" ------------....,
.'"According to information received from I

in the spring of 1946, the NPPR organized an isla~n~a~~~'"~l~d~e~--~
lottery at that time under the direction of the Treasurer
General of the Party; JOSE RIVERA SOTOMAYOR, and the Secretary
General of the Party, PAULINO E. CASTRO. Tickets in this
lottery were sold by NPPR members for $1.00 each for anyone"
who cared to participate. The premium offered was a $5;000.00
first "prize which was to be given out in December, 1946, Md
was to be awarded on the basis of the winning number in the
Insular lottery operated by the Insular Gov~rnment. According
to the informants, the NPPR hoped to raise $2,000.00 by means
of this lottery. In July, 1946,r---lreported that 30,000
tickets had been printed for this-rott~Alotteryticket
for this lottery was made available bYL---Jin May, 1946. It
is translated as follows: "

b2
"Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico b7D

National Board Treasury

"The National Treasury of the Nationalist Party
of Puerto Rico will give the amount of $5(000.00. to
that one of its cooperators who presents the ticket
bearing) the number which agrees (with that) of the
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ee e.
first prize of· the Christmas lottery of the lottery
of Puerto Rico, December of 1946.

llYour cooperation in the amount of $1.00 for
the campaign will give you the right to the donation.

"$5,000.00

"Directors:
"JOSE RIVERA SOTOMAYOR, Treasurer
"PAULINO E. CASTRO, Secretary

"No. 03098"

The lower lefthand corner of this lottery ticket bears the
seal of the NPPR printed in ink.

It is not known how much money was raised by
means 'of this lottery which the Party held on December 24,
1946, but some ~ndication of the magnitude of the receipts
and expenditures connected with it can be gained from the
fQ]~Owin: fig~;;~ WhiCh. appear in a document seized from

I~ _ ~ __~_Iby the Insular Folice when they arrested him
J.n ovem er, • On Page 1 of this document, the figure
::$3 9~ is set forth as having been collected personally by
I ; . and JOSE RIVERA SOTOMAYOR in~o ection with

eo tery. No nate is given with this figure Page 2 lists
$1,395.00 as funds due the NPPR Treasurer fro various individuals
in connecti·on with the lottery. Page 4 of the document :t:'eflects
that on D~cefilber 21, 1946, the General Treasury of the NPPR
received $1,226.30 from various Munic1pal Boards and individuals b7C
in connection with this lottery. Page 5 of the document lists
similar receipts receivEJd by the NPPR Treasury on December 23,
1946, and amounting to ~201.35. The last page of this document
lists certain expensesin connection with this lottery, ·such
expenses amount ingo, to $100.57. . .

.".'
In September, 1948,r---ladvised that during the

previous month, the NPPR had beerr'in such desperate need of
funds that it was deCided ~o raffle off a 1941 Chrysler auto
mobile owned by the farty. I ~aid that 2,000 tickets were
printed to se]l ftiT $2;00 each blt that by the time of the
drawingI ---J
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s~
sold so hithe Party obtained only about I ~rom the
raffle. said that the Chrysler was delivered to the
winner 0 tember 4, 1948, and that thereafter the Party
possessed only one ancient automobile and that this car was
not in operat~ng condition.

IImade available one of the tickets by which the
1941 Chry~had beenraffledj the ticket is translated as
follows:

"A Chrysler Automobile
"(Model 1941) .

"The General Treasury of the Nationalist Party of
Puerto Rico will deliver (the above automobile) to
the winner on the first day of September, 1948,
pursuant to the donation of a $2.00 registration
fee, in a competitive contest of 999 participants.

"/s/ JULIO DE SANTIAGO
"'Treasurer-General
"Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico"

This ticket vias numbered in the lower lefthand corner.

r---l advised in April, 1949, that many problems con
tinued to~gue the leadership of the NPPR and that it had
been decided to raffle.off a C·ting by the artist FRAN '
CERVONI at '1'00 er ticket. said that as of April la,
1949, about had been cc mulated in this way. The
informant sa~ t at·the Treasurer-General of the Party had
hopes of selling. 30,000 ticke~s . ~: :8

6
, 1949'Bdvised

that the NPPR collected about l from th' of .
raffle tickets on the painting byA ERVONI. stated

_~~~~~~l would probably receive at least half of the money
collected. .

. .

In March, 1950, r---l advised that the Rio Piedras
Chapter of the "Hijas de ta"1:ibertad ll ·planned to raffle off a
1950·Plymouth sedan in December, 1950, for the benefit of the
NPPR. In April of 1950, I ladvised that the "Hijas de la
Libertad" vias not a live organization but was simply a name
which was being used by the Treasurer-General of the NPPR as
a cover for the raffle which he was promoting.
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advised

could obtaIn t e
that he hoped
raffle bei,~~~

"
use e money rom

'-:t~e=-.-!::·-=a-zt?"'-:e:-;:t:"ll'-c"""'e:-r--=-~-=e""'s--r":o""'r:--:c:':'u:-:r:::r=-· e::-:n:T'''''''''=~ bu s ines s and still
have enough money buy the car to the winner of the
raffle,
car f9i:..J;lfEe,!r~am~~~weeccaa:rr'€e~a~mJ~~iCiiiQ:~eyy~.,,":,J:rnr.-s1~~I!rn'~-;,
1950, advised that a·total had been collected
in Mayaguez, Fuerto Rico, by sales of tJ.ckets for the. raffle
being conducted by the Treasurer-General of the Party.

b2
b7D
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5. Other Sources of Funds

(a) Benefit Activities

From time to time, individual members of the Party
and Local Boards of the Party have organized picnics, dances and
other activities designed to raise money for the benefit of the
NPPR. As a source of funds, dances have been the most important
of any of these benefit activities.

In November, 1944, the NPPR in New York City sponsored
a danCe in New York City in celebration of the anniversary of the
discovery of Puerto Ri.co and in honor of PEDRO AI,BIZU CAr-WaS.
r--l advised that about four to five hundred perso~s attended
"m1n <:lance -I . =oJ advised that the dance was successful in that
about I ~s made on it for the benefit of tbeNPPR.

In co~nection with the arrest ofl I
at New York City on November 1, 1950, agents of the United b2
States Secret Service seized a Treasurer's report of the New b7D
York City Municipal Board of the NPPR for the year 1948. This
report reflects that the gross proceeds from a dance held on . b7C
November 20 1948, amounted to ~1,750.00 while expenses for that
dance were $1,353.25, leaving net receipts amounting to $396.75
for the benefit of the NPPR Municipal Board treasury.

. .

c==Jadvised in November, 1949, that dances and other
activities were being scheduled by the various Munic~Boards

of the NPPR in Puerto Rico in order to raise funds. l--jreported
that these dances would not be characterized as Nationalist
affairs because attendance would not then be large enough to
obtain the funds desired.

advisedOn ~ove~ber 3, 1950,
i t rdurin

e ar y was a most a ways in deht and hardly
ever able to meet its monthly rent payments on its meeting b7C
place at Club Pomorrosas, New York City,promptly. He recalled
that most of the money raised by the NPPR in New York City was
not obtained from members in the form of dues but was raised
at many dances and similar gatherings which were held in the
Club Pomorrosas and which were attended by both members and non
members of the Party.

-)55S~
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In August; 1950; I Iadvised -that at an ;ssemblY
sf the NPPR Munici~al Board for Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, held

I it wa~ announced that efforts would be made
to collect approxl ately $45.00 at a dance which was to take
place at a rivate residence in Ma a ez . This dance was to
take place ·with dance music
furnished b a four- ieee orchestra. of unknown reliability,

1950,
~~~~=-~-n~~~~~~~~Commandant

that the
organized

a dance which took place at a club owned by a member of the NPPR
in Utuado, for the purpose of raising funds for the NPPR.

Other activities that have been carried on locally by
the NPPR in order to raise funds are picnics and festivals.
Among the documents seized by the Insular Police following the
Nationalist revolt of October 30, 1950, were the minutes of the
Santurco Municipal Board for February, 1948. These minutes
indicate that the Municipal Board had decided to hold an
outing or "lechonada" (roast pig barbecue) for the purpose of
collecting funds to aid in meeting the expenses which would
be sustained by that Municipal Board of the NPPR in connection
with the· public meeting which the Party intended to hold at
Santurce, Puerto Rico, on April 16, 1948.

r----ladvised in August, 1950, that at·t~e meeting of
an NPPR s~rd held at Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, l v

1950, it was suggested that an outdoor festival such as a picnic
be held and that the admission rece.!pts bl sent to the National
Treasurer of the Party at San Juan. is of known reliability.

In addition to the organized activity of fund collecting
carried on through social activities, individual members of the
NPPR have themselves conducted activity the primary purpose of
which was to raise funds for.the general treasury of the Party,
In January, 1952,J I, of known reliability, who was acquainted
with NPPR activit~es ana membership in the hrecibo District of
Puerto Rico, advised·that approximately ten or fi.fteen times
duri.ng 1948 and 1949, PEDRO CASTRO GONZhLEZ (the father of HERIBERT
CASTRO, an NPPR Cadet Officer killed by the Insular Police during
the Nationalist revolt) had purchased pigs, barbecued them, and
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sold them to the citizens of Utuado, Puerto Rico, subsequently
giving the proceeds to the NPPR.

An Insular Police report dated December 8, 1950, by
I " reflects that the Treasurer
of the NPPR at Utua::lo, Puerto Rico, JUi.NITA. OJEDA, was carrying
on individual activities to raise funds for the NPPR by selling
"pasteles" (a native Puerto Rican pastry).

(b) The Sale of Printed Matter

Some funds have been obtained by the NPPR at various
times from the distribution and sale of periodicals and pamphlets
sponsored by the Party. Certain examples are discussed below:

The Review "Puerto Rico"

Correspondence between the office of the NPPR delegatio
in New York City and various NFPR leaders in Puerto Rico was
seized by the Insular Police in November, 1950 in connection wit
their ar~est of various leaders of the NFPR. this correspondence
indicates that the NPFR leadership in New York City expected to
obtain ten cents for each copy of the review "Puerto Rico" sent
to the island for" distribution. In three shipments sent prior
to April, 1946, 1,250 qopies of the review were received in
Puerto Rico, but only $115.00 was sent to New York City by the
Treasurer-General of the NPPR, because the latter deducted $10.00
for expenses incurred in ship2ing copies of the review to
various Puerto Rican towns. The correspondence indicates that
the review "Puerto Rico" was in a continual financial crisis
because it failed to receive prompt payment for the issues sent
to various localities in Puerto Rico •

.--- ....;B""y'--'l..;..e;;..t_t_-e_r_d.;..2..;..<t_e_d.;,;....J._"n..;......S_e.;..&..t_e.;;..m_b_e;;..r--'-_19~44, at NevI York City,
"f the NPPR, wrote to
, stating that he was

~s~.e~n-'~J.-n~g~t~e~l~a~t~t~e~r~~J.~v~e~-u~n~dr~e~-c-o--pT"-e-s--o~f~the commemorative issue
of the review "Puerto Rico" and expressing the belief that the
issue could be sold for fifteen cents a copy and that ten cents "
a c:n:l/: :QIl10 h: I::~lJrn:o t: :tbLl pFPR leadership in New York City.I:m:8:e 611U nu l:C6 nau h~~~;t~~et~r~~~~~~i~~~~~/$~oO.OO

b7D
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~
" In April~ 1945~r--l advised that I

e Board at New Yor~y met and dec1~d~e~d~t~o~s~p~en~d---------
to send an NPPR delegation to the United Nations Con-
at San Francisco. The informant reported it was decided

to "raise this amount by selling subscriptions to the review
"Puerto Rico." Any member who failed to sell ten subscriptions
was to pay the amotmt himself in cash.

I Puerto Rico, indicates that annual subscrip-
......,,,...1""o"'n"'""s-......,,,'o,.-""'"vn""'e,.....-;r"'e"'v",1...e'v \ll'uerto Rico" cost one dollar and that the

Treasurer-General of' the r-arty was resPi?nsible for mailing out
copies of the revieVl to the subscribers. "

"Ponencia" (Argument)

In April~ 19h8;Oadvised that the Fresident of the
Rio Fiedras Municipal Board of the NFPR ~elling copies of
"Ponencia" to raise money for the Nt-PR. L-jreported that the
copies of "Fonencia" I-Iere being sold for any amount tha"tj the
purchaser was willing to contribute in excess of $2.00. I I
made available a copy of this publication, which is a tVlenty-
five page booklet by JU:.N JUl,RBE JUARBE, the Secretary of b2
Foreign Relations of the NITR, in which the latter sets forth b7D
the NFPR position concerniug the sovereignty of' Puerto Rico,
for presentation to the IX Inter-r.merican Conference held in
March and hpril, 19~-S, at Bogota, -Colombia.

"The Synoptic History of the
Nationalist }'arty of Puerto Ricon

"The Synoptic History of the Nationalist Party of
Puerto Rico" is a booklet of Nationalist propaganda edited
by r-AULINO E. CASTRO. It was prepared for publication in 19Lf7
but due to financial difficulties Vlc1S not published until 1948.

I Iadvised I I the Imprenta
Primavera, a printing concern 1n San Juan, ~"------~77-------
print ten thousand co~ies of ~The Synoptic History of the
Nationalist Party of Fuerto Rico" an~ th~t NFFR leaders-hoped-
to sell all ten thr)]JB?pd cop; 85 for ~hJ ·00 each. Tn Mav J91,ao reported thatl _
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of the NPPR, had complained that 1....,..__,........,---,=_...."......1had
collected about 800.00 in connection with "The S no tic
Histor " and had

In August, 194 , advised
that the Imprenta frimaverahad printed five t ousand copies
of "The Synoptio History" and had charged the Party $1,030.00
for the work.

Among the documents seized in November, 1950, by the
Insular Police following the NfFR uprising, was a list entitled
"Detailed Report of Debts Contracted by Our Organization to be
Canceled by the Money Obtained From Selling The Booklet 'Synoptic
History of the Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico. It, This report
was dated March 2, 1948, and is divided into two sections:
debts contracted before the return of ALBIZU CAMFOS and debts
contracted aftr.T the return of ALBIZU CAMPOS. It is noted
that among the sums listed as debts owed by the Party prior to
the return of PEDRO hLBI~u C~~FOS are two loans which the 
Treasurer-General of the Farty ~ade to the treasury of the
NFFR. - These loans aTJIounted to ~450.00. 111e total amount listeq
as debts contracted prior to the arrival of tLBIZU CAMfOS
amounted to $1,007.00. The debts listed as contracted by the
Party after the return of PEDRO f,1BIZU ChMPOS to Iuerto Rico
amounted to $1,266.39. . - _

Various documents seized by the Insular rolice in
- connection with the arrest of Nationalist leaders in November,
1950, indicate that the Municipal Boards were responsible for
the distribution of many copies of "Thf) Synoptic History" and
that these Municipal Boards paid the Treasurer-General of the
Party $1.00 for every copy they received for distribution.

(c) Bond Issues

On November 16, 1930, the NER printed a $200,000.00
issue of bonds in the name of the "Republic of-Puerto Rico".
These bo~ds were signed by PEDRO ALBIZU Cl~IPOS, President;
M. RIVERh MATOS, Secretary-General; and A. RUIZ MOR~LES
Treasurer. The $1.00 denomination of the bond is trans.1ated
from the Spanish as follows:
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NATIONALIST FARTY OF FUERTO RICO

First Issue
$200,000 in Gold:

1st

Photograph :
: cf :
• • "\7.... r'l .. - . .•
:DR.FRANCISCO RAMJREZ:
DRoFRM,CISCO RAMIREZ

Pres. of the Republic Lares,

No •...;."==..,,.....,..,.........
SERIES "All

1$65

FIVE MILLION DOLL~RS IN GOLD ($5,000,000.00)
Preferred Bond '

First Loan of the Republic Upon the Treasury ~f

the Republic of Puerto Rico

:Five Years Maturity:
:After International:
:Recognition :

:Five Years After the Illter-:
:national recognition of,the:
:Republie of Puerto Rico, :
:its treasurer will pay to
;the bearer of the present
:obligation, the sum of one:
:dollar in gold paid to the
:treasury of the Nationalist:
:Party of Fuerto Rico in or-:
:der to reconstruct the Re- :
: public. :

: Interest Begil,
:to Accrue at
:4% Annually
:From the Date
:of Inter
:national Re-
: ~ognition of
:the Republic'

Dated at San Juan Puerto Rico ' the 16th of
November in the YC(lr of our Lord, 1930 and the
63rd Froelnmation of the Republic.

Seal.
er the

NPPR

sl A. RUIZ MORALES
Treasurer

sl F. ALBIZU CAMPOS
President

sl M. RIVERA MATOS
Secretary-General

ONE DOLL~R IN GOLD
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Information developed in 1936 indicates that only
a few of these bonds were sold,c some in New York City and some
in Puerto Rico. It is not known how many bonds were sold or
how much money was collected, but it has been estimated that
not over $1,000.00 was received by the Party as a.result of
this action.

hccording to information published in "El Intransigente"
(Nationalist newspaper published in Puerto Rico), dated .
December 13, 1935, the' National Assembly of the NFPR "meeting
at Cagues, Fuerto RiCO, in December, 1935, passed a resolution
authorizing "The National Board to arrange a loan in the
exterior and interior by means of bonds of the ReEublic, for
any amount believed convenient." '.

. No recent instance is known in which the NPPR has
issued bonds on the treasury of the "Repub1ic of Fuerto Rico"
but bonds were issued III 1944 in New York City by the Party
leadership for the purpose of defraying the expenses incurred
~n conz;ecti0h:fh ~he initiation of, the review. "Puerto Rico."
Accord~g to , 1n February, 1944, at a meet1ng of the NPPR
in New York lty, non-interest-bearing bonds, valued at $1.00,
issued in connection with the Nationalist review "Puerto Rico"

'were presented for sale to those present. The informant said'
that most of those present at the meeting bought $10.00 to
$15.00 worth of the bonds. .

In 1949, bonds were issued by the NFPR leader RAMON
MEDINA RAMIREZ as shares in a printing establishment which he
was organlzlng. This printing establishment was known as the
"Imprenta Nacional/" but nowher.~the bond did the'name'of
the 'NPFR appear. liccording to of known reliability, atlEwYcrk
bonds were sold there as bonds a had been issued in an effort
to raiseJ~::: :0 :b:: : printing press might be acqUired for
~he NFPR~}adviS?dthat these bo~ds w~re issued
ln denom 11 O. • d and $10.00. CJ advls ed ln June,
1949, that MEDINA RAMIREZ was offended because Party members
had not given him more cooperation in the sale of the bonds.

r--lreported that MEDIN~ Rf~IREZ had secured most of the money
""fOr the "Imprenta Nacional" by selling the bonds to his personal
friends.

b2
_------------b7D
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l£U Financial Aid From Other Groups

During 1941 and 1942, information was received in
dicating that financial assistance was received by the NPPR
from societies which had been established in various Latin
American countries for the purpose of supporting t~e program
of pU~ican independence advocated by the NPPR. In late
1941, advised that Mrs. ALBIZU CAMPOS annually collected
funds or the NPPR from the "Asociacion Revolucionario Cubana"
and from a similar society in Mexico. In January, 1942 I I
advised that according to information given out by the treasurer
General of the Party at the Annual Assembly of the NPPR held
on January 1$, 1942, Mrs. ALBIZU CAMPOS received money each'
month from NPPR sympathizers in Peru, Chile and Cuba•. In
formation has been received which indicates that money··from
organizations in Mexico, Chile and, Peru was sent directly to
Mrs. ALBIZU CAMPOS in Lima,Peru, and subsequently was forwarded
by her to the Party officials. In Cuba, funds were said to be
collected by the Comite Cubano Pro Libertad de Patriotas
Puertorriquenos (Committee for the Relief of Puerto Rican
Patriots) and sent directly to the NPPR by the President of
that Committee, EMILIO ROIG DE LEUSCHEURING.

In May, 1945,r---l advised that he had been informed
that funds for the sendrng-5f JULIO PINTO GANDIA to the United
Nations World Security Conference in San Francisco were furnished,
in part, by the "One World Association."

Information has been received indicating that the
Communist Party assisted the NPPR during 1943 and 1944 by
paying the hospital expenses of PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS in New York
City. t 1 both advised during the summer of 1944
that t e Commun~st Political Association and the International
Labor Defense arranged for the payment of ALBIZU CAMPOS'
hospital bills in New,York C' ollowing the latter's release
from' un advised that he had been
told was collected at an
NPPR meeting he d on was no actually going to
be. used to pay the hosp~ta. s of PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS,
because the Communist Party the International Labor Defense
paid those hospital bills.
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Informants have reported tha~ PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS
lost Communist financial support Ibecaure of his opposition
to Communist doctrines. However, advised that in Decem-
ber,'1946, RAFAEL LOPEZ ROSAS, Commun1st leader in New York
City, stated that ALBIZU CAMPOS had made a proposal to the
Communist Party offering a cabinet post in·the future government
of Puerto Rico to a Communist Party member, provided that the
Communist Party would furnish ALBIZU with approximately
$50,000.00 to further the cause of Puerto Rican independence.
According to the informant, the Communist Party was still dis
trustful of ALBIZU CAMPOS and not ready to carry out this plan.

b2
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C. Expenditures

1. Level of Expenditure

There have been two levels of Party expenditure.
On the Municipal Board level, the chief expenditures were
those made in connection with the public meetings which the
Party sponsored in cowmem~ration of certain events, In
connection with these meetings, the Municipal Board Treasurer
made expenditures for public address systems, radio time,
automobile or bus hire, posters, handbills, flags, floral offerings
and occasionally the hiring of a hall. Other expenditures on
a local level'have included financial assistance to arrested
Party members, gifts to the Party President and'other Party
officials, payment for Nationalist pUblications, financial
assistance to sick or needy members, and organizational ex
penditures such as those made in connection with the public
meetings held to arouse interest so that Sub Boards of the Party
might be formed. r---lhas advised that no Party official on a
l.ocal level has ever-tieeri paid for his services.

On a National Board level, the major proportion of
Party expenditures were those made in connection with the support
of the Party Fresident and those made in connection with the
international activity of the Party.

In January: 194d ~sed that I I I
the money which

was used for the following purposes: expenses of tlie f'aml.J.les
of imprisoned NPFR members; support for PEDRO ALBIZU ChMPOS in
New York City; support for ALBIZU C~4POS' wife and family in
Lima, Peru; regular Party expenses.

Information from informants and documents seized by
the Insular Folice in November, 1950, indicate that since the
time when the above statement was made I

I Ilarge expenditures have o~e~e~n~m~a~d~e~b~y~t~h~e~P~a~r~t~y~-----
in the field of its international activities.

Other Farty expenditures on the level of the National
Board have been those made in connection with the General
Assemblies and the commemorative occasions of the NFI'R as well
as those made in support of NFFR publications. The national
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leadership of the Party has made expenditures for the" defense
of arrested Nationalists and toward the support of certain
Party officials and apo10gistsi Only a relatively small pro
portion of the expenditures of the NFPR on a national level
have been used to promote organizational activity and to
maintain the headquarters of the Party.

Expenditures by the national leadership of the Party
have been made under the direction of the Treasurer-General.
In addition, many expenditures hAve been made directly by the
President of the Party, PEDRO ALBIZU Cfu~rOS, who has apparently
received many contributions directly and given no account to
the Treasurer-General of the use to which these contributions
were put. It is noted that the Constitution of the Party pro
vides that the Sec~y-Genera1of the Party shall act as a
Party boolckeeper. L-.Jadvised in May, 1951, .that he i-12S not
cognizant of any part played by the Secretary-General as the
Party bOJkkeeper. However, it is noted that at times the
Secretary-General of the Party has been referred to as the Farty
"auditor", and has in fact made expenditures in the name of the
Party, .according to a'memorandum signed by FEDRO ALBIZU ctMPOS
and dated in Februar 1944. It is noted that in a letter sent·
to he NPFR at San Juan,
by f·the Party, the
latter requested to assist the
Treasurer-Genera y ~n carry~ng out the financial
activities of tm

2. Tvpes of· Expendit~

ia} Support of PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS
And His Family

o advised in May; 1951, the.t on a nC'.tional level,
the major proportion of the expenses of the NfFR have been for
the support of the Fe.rty· s President FED!l.O ALBIZU CAJ\1POS and his
family. The informant c:.dvised that /.LBIZU·s entire living
expenses elere paid for by the Party and <'arty sympathizers as a
matter of inflexible custom, although the NFfR Constitution does
not provide for t.his.

Information froml !indicates that financial .
assistance was regularly sent to Mrs. ilBIZU CAMPOS in Lima, Peru,
by the Treasurer-General of the NPPR during 1944 and 1945. .
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Correspondence in 1944 and 1945 between the office
of the NPPR Delegate in New York City and NPPR leaders in
Puerto Rico indicates that the Party incurred great expenses
in connection with the hospitalization of PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS
in New York City, and that NPPR members in Puerto Rico were
repeatedly called u on for funds to be used in meetin those
ex enses.

o w rea c ec • 0 ew or y 1n a
which attempted to the transfer of funds as a
transact ion.

~Among the documents seized by the-Insular Police in
November, 1950, was a-letter dated August 7, 1945, in which
JOSE RIVERA SOTOMAYOR, the newly elected Treasurer-General of
the NfFR, wrote to Mrs. ALBIZU CAMPOS in Peru stating that the
National Board of the Party was attempting to establish a
fixed mcnthly bUdget in which a regular amount of money would
be set aside each month to care for the various expenses of the
Farty. The Treasurer-General stated in his letter that the
National Board was allotting $600.00 a month to care for the
hospitalization and support of PEDRO ALBIZU CAMI-OS and that
it \-lould set aside an amount each month for Mrs. ALBIZU
CAMrOS in accordance with whatever -she might need. This
letter included a check for $100.00 made out to LAURA MENESES
DE ALBIZU C~IT·OS.

-'/-
Anoth8r document seized by the Insular l"olice was a

letter dated December 2, 1945, in which RAMON MEDINA R~IREZ,

at New York City, \-lrote to the NPPR leadership in Puerto Rico
advising that the finances of the Party in New York City \-Tere
in a bad state. MEDINA RJ.MIREZ wrote that the $150.00 which they
had just received from Puerto Rico had bQen given to the
doctor who was serving PEDRO ALBIZU c~~ros. He added that the
doctor had reconunended that ALBIZU go out every day to places
where he could breathe pure air, and th_3.t the expenses incident
upon all of this were turning out to be too big for the Party
Treasury.

In a similar letter dated April 12, 191,6, RPJ'lON MEDINA
RAMIREZ wrote the acting President of the NPFR stating that he
was very troubled because they had not received any money re
cently so that they could meet the expenses of the hospitalization

- 366 - sE¢Ru

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



, '

SJ 100-3

•• ••
and support of PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS. MEDINA RAMIREZ explained
that ALBIZU CAMPOS was in a convalescent state and that his
trips to the country, his diet, and the specialist who attended
him were rather costly and were daily obligations that could
not be ignored. MEDINA RAMIREZ wrote that, thanks to donations
from personal friends, the Party in New York City had been able
to cope with the situation so far, but that at the rate the'
finances were deteriorating

i
things would soon be ina bad state

with the additional difficu ty that the friends who had already
helped should not be troubled again. MEDINA RAMIREZ, wrote that
something must be done financially or the credit of the NPPR
would'be injured, to say nothing of the health of ,ALBIZU CAMPOS
Which, he added, was most important of all. . ,,'

Among other documents seized by the Insular Folice '
in November, 1950, was a copy of a letter dated July 21, 1946,
from R1J.1:0N MEDINA RAMIREZ at New York City to "JUAN" (JUAN
JUb.RBE JUi.RBE) which includes the statement that "EIViejo"
(PEDRO hLBIZU CAMPOS) was spending about $500.00 monthly and
that the Party was in debt to the amount of almost "cincuenta
mil pesos" ($50,00Q).

In another letter dated February 23, 1947, at Utuado,
Puerto Rico l Di.MIAN TORRES of Utuado wrote to the Treasurer-'
General at 0an Juan concerning a financial campaign which he,
TORRES, had carried on the previous year. He indicated that he
had collected $2$0.00 from various persons and had,included
with this $300.00 of his own money for a total of $600.00.
The letter reflects that all of this $600.00 was collec'ted for
the benefit of PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS.

i>t the time that PEDRO ALBIZU CJJ.ITOS returned to
Puerto Rico from New York City (December, 1947), informants at
New York City'advised that members of the NFPR Municipal Board
for ManhattLm, New York City, were asking Party members and
sympathizers to contribute as much as $25.00 apiece to a fund
to help pay for ALBIZU C1WITOS' transportation.

When ALBIZU CAMPOS returned to Puerto Rico, he
resided for approximately eight months as a nonpaying guest
of a Party sympathizer (FELIX BENITEZ REXACH) in the Hotel
Normandie at San Juan. For a number of months after leaVing
this hotel, ALBIZU CAMfOS resided as a guest in the home of an
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NPPR leader at Jayuya, Puerto Rico; and thereafter, until the
time of his arrest in November; 1950, ALBIZU CAMPOS resided
at NPPR headquarters, San Juan, and received his entire support
fI'OIlIl the Party or its sympathizers;. Information has been re
ceived indicating that both PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS and his wife hav~

regarded NPPR funds as available for their personal expenditures.

In November, 1950, r I of'u~known reliability, ad
vised under oath that funds' ~OIIeJted b an NPPR or anization

b2

b7D

of

In November; 1949;n advised that the Treasurer
General of the'NPPR had re o~at a meetin of NPPR officials

which had been
, a a by PEDRO

out that during the preceding few
refrigerator which was retailing

ALBIZU CAMPOS. pointed
days, ALBIZU ha acquired a
for about $550.00.

In May; 1950; Dadvised that the
ALBIZU CAMPOS, JR. (PEDRO ALBIZU ~~~'~UL~~~~~~
from NPPR funds. He advr'i""""'d........t""""""-' -'----.,
personally but liked to ~~.._;-----r=~~~~~~~~~~
to spend quite a bit of money.
learned that ALBIZU CAMPOS had~~~~~
ofthePa r.;.w"-L..u...~.uJ.I.l.J..l'_"u.L:.::i.a......ll.J.oJ:lJ~J.....I........,<JJ:.I.""'__"'_Ju...l.I

income of

ALBIZ CAMPOS in avana, uba, and that arnongthe items seized'
from NPPR headquarters by the Insular Police in November, +950;
were five money order receipts indicating that a total of ~245.00

b2
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b7Din money orders had been sent·to Mrs. ALBIZU CAMPOS between

June 29, 1950, and October 19, 1950, by the Secretary of
ALBIZU CAMPOS.

. Information supplied byc==Jon various dates during
1950 indicates that most of the money collected by the Treasurer
General of the Party during that year was handed over directly
to PE?RQ-4LBIZU CAMPOS for his living expenses. In September,
1950,~advised~bat the Treasurer-General of the part~ had
been seek~ng moneyl I
that every cent which he had collected went to PEDRO ALB to cAMPOs.

SJ 100-3

Various documents seized by the Insular Police in
connection with arrests which they made in November, 1950,
reflect that the Municipal Boards of the NPPR frequently made
small monetary a,ifts to PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS and that sometimes
ALBIZU wrote directly to the Municipal Boards requesting that
certain amounts-be sent to him from the funds of the ~~unicipal
Board concerned.

(tl suptort of ~ersons Other Than
PErmo A mZD CAnaS And F'annly

b2
b7D

In addition to the expenditures which the NPPR has
made for the support of its President and his family, the Party
has sometimes provided funds for the support of other Party
officials and for persons were serving as apologists for

M . tim to time

. Among the documents seized by the Insular Police in
November, 1950, was a letter dated September 15, 1944, at New
York-City in which JULIO PINTO GANDIA, Secretary-General of the
NPPRj wrote to PEDRO PEREZ PAGAN, acting President of the _
NPPR, authorizing the -Treasurer of the Party "to deduct from
the collections, or from any other fund of the Party not set aside
for definite purposes," amounts for the financial needs of the
acting President, PEREZ PAGAN, and for those of the ex-acting
President, JULIO DE SANTIAGO.

- 369 -

Th
es

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 "
Th

e 
FB

I F
ile

s 
on

 P
ue

rt
o 

R
ic

an
s"

 a
nd

 a
re

  
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
ee

 o
f 

ch
ar

ge
 a

t 
ht

tp
:/

/w
w

w
.p

r-
se

cr
et

fil
es

.n
et

/.



SJ 100-3

•• \

In another letter which was seized by the Insular
Police, the'Treasurer of the NPPR wrote to Mrs. ALBIZU CAMPOS
on August 7, 1945, and mentioned that in addition to the
$600.00 per month that was being auDtted for PEDRO ALBIZU
CAMPOS' hospitalization,·$100.00 per month was being set aside
for RAMON MEDINA RtJ1IREZ, the NPPR Delegate at New York City.

Information supplied bye==] in May of 1950 indicates
that the Party was then supporting RUTH MARY REYNOLDS in Puerto
Rico and JUAN JUhRBE JUhRBE in Cuba. I Ireported that NPPR
members in the San Juan and Santurce area were objecting to the
payment of Miss REYNOLDS' living expenses by the NPPR.

At times, I.ocal Boards of the NPPR have given financial
support to national Party officials. Minutes of the San'Juan
Municipal Board for its meeting held on January 16, 1947,
reflect that Municipal Board had given a Christmas gift of .
$30.00 to JULIO DE SANTIAGO, then the acting President of the
NPPR. Minutes of·the Santurce Municipal Board for a meeting
held on August ?2 1 1950, relfect that this Municipal Board
gave a gift of ~2U.OO to JULIO DE ShNTIAGO.

In addition to the assistance given to NPPR leaders
and spokesmen, financial assistance has also been given to
sick and needy Nationalists. Minutes of nthcr meetings of the
San Juan and Santurce Municipal Boards reflect that on various
occasions, amounts up to $10.00 were given as gifts to various
Nationalists, members of those respective Municipal Boards,
who were in ill health or otherwise in need of financial
assistance.

Insular Police Detectivel ~ advised
on February 10, 1947, at Mayaguez, Puerto R~co,·that at an
NPPR assembly held in that city on February 9th, 1947, the
acting President of the NPPR announced that $100.00 was
n!3eded for the medical expenses of an ailing Nationalist.
A collection was taken up at the meeting and the national
leadership of the NPPR announced thatit would contribute
$25.00 toward the sum needed.

b2
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(c) International Affairs

One of the principal expenses of the Party in the
years just preceding the Nationalist revolt were expenditures
made to gain foreign or international support for the program
of the NPPR. Travel and other expenses incurred by representa
tivffiof the NPPR sent to international conferences have been con
uidorod by the Party leadership to be one of the primary
obligations of the Party. Expenditures have been made in
connection with meetings of various Pan American conferences
and in connection with the meetings .of the United Nations
Organization.

. .

In January, 1942,r----l advised that at·the Annual
Assembly of the NPPR held at-cagctas, Puerto Rico, on
January 18, 1942, the Treasurer-General of the Party had b2
stated that up to that time the NPPR had expended $700.00
toward the expenses of the Foreign Secretary of the Party in b7D
connection with the latter's trip to attend a Pan American
Conference being held at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

• • I •

In April, 19/~5,II a reliable confidential
informant at New York Cit~vised th,t a meeting of the
NPPR leadership there had been held on . j at which
meeting it had-been decided that a delegation should be sent
to represent the Party at the United Nations World Security
Conference at ScU,l Franc; ~co. The informant reported that· it

Wecided thatl Jshould be spent on that activity.
advised in May, 1945, that JULIO PINTO GJ"NDIA, who I-ras to

e t e delegate of the NPPR to that United Nations Conference,
had sent a message to PEDRO ALBIZU C~1POS stating that he
needed more mOney, I I before he left for b2
San Francisco. The lruormant said that ALBIZU CJ~OS declared b7D
that it' was the duty of every member to go out and collect
money so that the regular funds of the Party would not have
to be used for this expenditure.

,I

Among the documents seized by the Insular Police
in November, 1950, was a letter dated January 6, 1947 from
RAMON MEDIN!, Rf.MIREZ to tl PEPE" (JOSE RIVERA SOTOlfuWOR I
acknOWledging a letter by which the latter had transmitted five
$1.00 money orders and including a statement by RAMON MEDINA
RAMIREZ to the effect that the expenses in connection wit.h the
Party activity at the United Nations were exceedingly heavy•.f..

i
L
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The Insular Police reported in August, 1948, that a
committee of three NPPR'leaders had collected contributions
at Bayamon, Puerto Rico, amounting to $400.00 and that this
money was turned over to THELVill MIELKE (NPPR observer at the
United Nations) to defray her travel expenses to'a meeting of
the United Nations which was to be held in Paris, France.

. Among the documents seized by the Insular Police in
November, 1950, were letters from JU1l.N B. LEBRON at New York
City to PEBRO bLBIZU C~lPOS in Puerto Rico. By letter dated
December 5, 1948, at New York City, LEBRON advised:ttlat the
NPPR in New'York had sent $300.00 to THELMA MIELKE 'on
November 21, 1948, and that with this she had paid~·tlfe balance
of her passage and would leave France where she had been .
attending a United Nations Conference on behalf of. the NPPR.
LEBRON indicated that the NPPR at New York City had received
$500.00 from a festivity'which it had sponsored, and had sent
$300.00 to THELMJi MIELKE! retaining the balance for, the pay- .
ment of various debts. A second letter dated December 13, 1948,
stated that on the previous Thursday, an additional $75.00 was
sent to THELMl, MIELKE in Paris, France.

In connection with the arrest ofl
at New York City on November 1, 1950, agent~s~o~f~t~h~e~U~n~i~t~e~d'---
States Secret Service seized a Treasurer's report of the NPPR b7C
Municipal Board for New York City for 1948. This Treasurer's
report reflects that this Board had expenses of $443.31 for
the period from November 20, 194[3, to the end of the year, and
that of this amount, ~300.00 was sent abroad to THELMA MIELKE
while $33.00 was expended to pay the rental for Miss MIELKE's
apartment.

, Information furnished byD indicates that PEDRO
ALBIZU CJ~OS was particularly anXlOUS that all necessary
expenditures be made to~y on the international propaganda
activity of the Party. l-J advised in November, 1948, that at
a meeting of the NFPR Municipal and National Board officers
held on Novemb~r_21, 1948, at NPFR h~adquarters, San Juan,'
PEDRO ALBIZU Ciw'lj-OS stated that the i"arty needed a great deal
of mO!~:Ilor the international work that it had to do. In June
1949, advised that PEDRO ALBIZU C:.MFOS was "crazy for money'\
and c ,ua~ly asked for large sums. r---lsaid that this money
was chiefly' _. for the use of THELMA MIEI::KE""and JUAN JUARBE JU.\RBE
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for expenses in connection with the meeting of the Inter
American Commission on Colonial and Dependent Territories which
was meeting at Havana, Cuba. c:=J said that the Party repre.:.
sentation at this meeting was costing a great deal of money.

On Lugust 19, 1949, "E1 Imparcia1," a Spanish·
language newspaper in San Juan, carried a full-page p~id .
political advertisement signed by JULIO RI~ION DEL RIO,
Secretary-General of the NPPR, describing the work of the
NPPR's representatives at the meeting of the Inter-American
Commission on COO and Dependent Territories which met
in Havana, Cuba. stated that PEDRO LLBIZU Ci.MfOS was the
actual author of s article which, according to reliable in-
formation, cost the N!'PR the sum of $101.50 for public8.tion
in "El Imparcial." . .

O In September, 1949,r---lad~isedthat I . 1
had accumulated a numb~ debts in CUDa, 1ft connoction

. s representation of the Farty there, and PEDRO ALBIZU
CAMPOS felt that these debts must be paid in order to maintain
too good name of the Party.

1£l Assemblies, Public Meetings,
Radio Broadcasts

(1) Expenditures by Municipal Boards

Information froml . I and informati~n co~-
tained in the documents se1zed by the Insular lolice in
November, 1951, reflect that the principal category of ex
penditure by Muni.cipa1 Boards of the NFI"'R was that connected
wi.th the commemorative celebrations of the Party.

Minutes of the San Juan Municipal Board for vB.rious
meetings from 1943 to 1947 reflect that this Municipal Board
incurred expenses in connection "lith' the celebration of
various NFioR commemorative occasions, and that its expenditures
were particularly large where the celebration was held in its
own territory. PJIinutcs for a meeting of the San Juan Municipal
Board for 8.eptember 28, 1943, reflect that expenses in the
amount of ~3b.25 were incurred by the Womeds Board of the NPPR
at San Juan in connection with a trip to Lares, Puerto Rico,
to attend an NFjR celebration there on September 23, 1943.
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e. e.
Minutes of the San Juan Munic~pal Board of the NPPR for its
meeting held on April 18, 1944, contain a report concerning
the financial arrangements made in connection with the celebra
tion of an NPPR commemorative celebration at San Juan on
April 16, 1944. These minutes reflect that $180.19 was
collected for the expenses of this occasion, but that the .
Municipal Board made expenditures amounting to only $102.11.
Among other documents seized by the Insular Police in Noyember,
1950, was a list of expenditures which the San Juan Municipal .
Board had incurred during January to May, 1945. Included in
that list were the following expenses in connection with the
NPPR commemorative occasion celebrated at San Juan on April 16,
1945:

Five flags @ $3.50 each
200 yds. of cordage for flags
Cost of.a platform

. $ 17.50
3.20
3.00

Other minutes of the,San Juan Municipal Board and of
the Santurce Municipal Board for meetings held in 1947 and 1948
reflect that those Municipal Boards made expenditures for
posters to advertise NFPR public meetings, for loud speakers
to be used in Santurce, San Juan and surrounding towns to in
vite people to come to such public meetings,' and for food so
that a lunch might be served to the NPPR Cadets who had come .
to the celebrations from various communities about the island.

Minutes of the-San Juan Municipal Boord for its
meeting held on hpril 17, 1947, include the following report
of expenditures made by that Board in connection with the
celebration of an NfFR commemorative occasion on April 16, 1947,
at San Juan and Santurce;

Collected for occasion
Expenditures

Itemized:
Flags
Music
Cordage
Committee expenses
Mass at Cathedral
Floral wreaths

n "

" "" "
Paid to "El Mundo"

$ 43.20
40.00
4.00

49.38
25.00
50.00
25.60
24~OO
20.00

281.'18
24~OO

305.18
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$ 80.00

It is noted that expenditures exceeded the collection by
$36.55. '

Minutes of the Santurce'Municipal Board of the NPPR
for a meeting held in April, 1948, contain a detailed a~count
of expenditures made by that Municipal Board in connection with
the celebration of the NPPR conunemorative oet:el:Jion'on'
A~ril 16, 1948, in Santurce and San Juan, Puerto Rico, as follows:

Reoording of the speech, use of micro-
phones, loud speakers, and publicity
for the meeting

(This financial report says that the
Municipal Board paid only $40.00, and
that ALBERTO 'MARTINEZ, the person in
charge of this publicity, contributed
$40.00 personally, as his contripution
toward the expenses of this activity.)

Payment for disks to make a recording of
the speeches 15.00

Recording needles 1.50

Gasoline 7.00

Painting of posters and the platform S.OO

Turned over to the Treasurer-General
of the Party 100.00

Sent to FEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS at, his
request 40.00

Wood and other expenses for building the
platform 16.50

To the ladies for food on the day of the
celebration ' 5.08

Payment to the parish priest for the mass
said in La Iglesia del Carmen (a Catholic
Church) at Barrio Obrero 6.00
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ee- e.
These minutes reflect that the total money collected for this
occasion by this Municipal Board amounted to$237~13 while the
total expenditures amounted to $238~78, so that a deficit of
$1~65 remained to be collected~

- -

In October, 1948,Dadvised that the speech which
PEDRO ALBIZU Cl~OS had made over the radio at Fonce, fuerto
Rico, in connection with an NFFR commemorative occasion on
October 12, 1948,-was paid for by the Municipal Boards for
Ponce and Arecibo, Puerto Rico, since the National Treasury
of the Party was empty.

- -
In November, 1948,0 advised that the cost for

radio time for the broadcast of speeches by PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS
was regularly being met by the Municipal Boards of the towns
where the broaccasts were made. He stated that JUAN HERNANDEZ
VALLE had over-all responsibility for raising the money to be
paid _for the radio broadcast of asp.eech which A1BTZ:I JAMl-'OS
was to make at Rio Piedras on November-19, 1948. eported -.
that by letter dated November 14, 1948, at Arecibo, Fuerto Rico,
the Treasurer of the Arocibo Municipal Board of the NFFR wrote
to a national leader of the NFFR statin: that th~ Arecibo '
Municipal Board had been asked Ito pay for
the services of Radio Station kCMN in t e transm1ssionof a"
speecn by PEDRO ALBIZU ChMPOS at Rio Piedras on November 19,
1948~ The letter went on to state that I lhad told
the Municipal Board for Arecibo that the station would charge 
$120~00. The Treasurer questioned the magnitude of this expense,
stating that on previous occasions the Municipal Board had" been
charged $40~00 or $60.00 for time over that radio station and "
could not understand why the price had increased. The Treasurer
added, however, that the NFFR Municipal Board in hrecibo would
db everything it could to cooperate.

_ c:::Jadvised in March, 1949, that the President of the
ronce Mun1c1pal Board had stated that a commemorative celebra
tionwhich the-NFFR held on March 21, 1949, at Ponce Fuerto
RiCO, had cost, in radio time alone, approximately $800;00 and
that the Fonce Municipal Board still owed approximately $lOO~OO
to the radio station.

The Insular Police at Arecibo advised that on June 20,
1949; members of the NFFR Municipal Board for Arecibo had secured

I

~
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.1

a loan of $300.00 from a credit company there, and that,
according to a confidential source, the money was used to pay
for radio time for a speech which rEDRO ALBIZU CAMfOSmade over
Radio Station WCMN on July 25, 1949. '

In November, 1949, information was received indicating
that the San Juan and Lares Municipal Boards of the NPPR owed
$75.55 and $26.00 respectively to the newspaper "El Imparcial"
for advertising space which that paper had furnished giving'
publicity to a commemorative activity sponsored by the NfPR.

In Jul
a (';5

e expenses w ~c 1 ~ncurred in
connection with the commemorative meeting of the NFlR which
had been held in Barrio Obrero of Santurce onhpril 16, 1950.

J?l Expenditures by the National Board

Information from [ 1and information con- .
tained in the documents selzed by the ~nsular Folice in November,
1950, reflect that sizeable ~arty expenditures on a national
scale were mad0 by the N1TR in connection with the Annual Assembly
of the Party and also in connection with the celebration of
NPPR commemorative occasions. These expenses included payment
for radio time and for newspaper publicity, payment for the
hiring of a hall and of a public address system, and payment
for the transportation and hotel expenses of NPFR officials.

c=Jadvised in November, 1941~, that during a meeting of the'
National Board of the Party held at San JUiill on November 12,
1944, the Treasurer of the Party read a report listing expenses
amounting to $300.00 incurred by the Party in connection with
the celebration of an Ni'FR commemorative occasion at Lares,
Puerto Ri co, on Sept.ember 23, 1944, and expenses amounting to
$105.00 incurred during the Nl'fR commemorative celebration held
at Ponce, Puerto Rico, on October 12, 1944.

Minutes of a meeting of the National Board of the
NFFR held at San Juan, Fuerto Rico, on September 2, 1945,
contain a reJ?ort from the committee in charge of organizing the
XXII Annual hssembly of the NFFR which was held in July, 19l~5.

The report .of their activities indicates that the committee
collected $1$6.00 for the expenses of this hssemb1y and that
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Among the documents seized by the Insular Police from
the headquarters of the NFPR, San Juan, following the arrest
of Nationalist leaders in November, 1950, were the following
bills and receipts to the NFPR for radio time: .

'i
I
;

i

1.,

.. ~

.i

,.
i
I
I
I
1

1

b2
b7D$ 8.70

12.00

1948 14.00

33.99

13.40

Station WAPA, January 14, 1948,
death notice

Station Wi,PA, January 19, 1948,
death notice

Station WrifA, February 4, 194$ .
announcements made January 31,

Station WIAC, March 21, 1948
speeches made that day

Station WAPA, March 27, 194$
announcements

SJ 100-3

S~T
there remained a surplus from this collection amounting to
$23.46.

In May 1946r-1advised that the finances of the
NPPR were in such poor~tion that the leaders of the
Party in Puerto Rico had decided not to 'ho1d the~ Assembly,
because the Party was unable to bear the expense. l---Jsaid
that the Party leaders were hoping they would recelve no com
munication from the NFPR leadership in New York City directing
that the Annual Assembly be held.

In addition, there was a receipt made out to JULIO DE SANTIAGO,
Treasurer':'General of the NPFR, signed "WEBB" indicating th2t
the Treasurer-General had paid $115.80 for a radio broadcast b2
made on April 16, 1948. b7D

a lO
a 0 lCO, 0 e ermlne e cost

of radio time for a speech to be made by ALBIZU CAMFOS on
July 25, 194~ in ccone6u~~n w~th'a_commemc~ativ~ebrationwhich
the Party was to hold at Uuanlca,' i'uerto RlCO. L-.J reported
I . 1if the speech was glven at the'
radlo statlo~ r II the speech was given at Guanica.

In November, 1948,11 advised that at a i f
NFPR Municipal and National troara officers held on
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1948, at NPPR headquarters, San Juan, it was revealed that money

riv for" atriotic offerings" had amounted to
of this money would have

Lro::-=--=-::-::.."....-==--=o"'r:<'"""n=ew=s"'p"'a-=p""e"'r.....,a~v""e"'r"""'~,.."..~....lg and r adi 0 time u 5ed
incidental to the speech which fEDRO ALBIZU Cf.MfOS had made at
Rio Piedras on November 19, 1948, at a Nationalist commemorative
celebration. In December, 1948, an Insular folice Detective at
Guayama, Puerto Rico, advised that the speech which PEDRO ALBIZU
CAMrOS had made on November 19, 1948; had been carried by Radio'
Station WXRF at Guayrnna, Puerto Rico, and that for this service,
Station WXRF had received $100.00 by check from the Tropical
Advertising Agency, Post Office Box 3485, San Juan. "

In December, 1948, the NFFR General Assembly was held
at a public building called the Ateneo Fuertorriqueno at Sa.n Juan,
Puerto Rico. It is"not known how much the NFPR paid for the
rental of this hall, but it is known that the Treasurer-General
of the NITR paid $25.00 to the administrator of the Ateneo
Puertorriqueno as a holding fee at the time that he made
arrangements to rent the hall.

(e) Financial hid to Arrested Nationalists

One type of expenditure which the NFPR has considered
itself honor-bound to make has been financial assistance for
persons who have been arrested for reasons connected with their
Nationalist beliefs. In most cases prior to the Nationalist
uprising in 1950, these were Nationalists who were arrested for
violation of the Selective Service Law. . b2

In January; 1944J ladvised that I I b7D
I . ~ lone' of the four main uses
to which the funds of the rarty were put, was to pay the expenses
of the famili.e5~Rmembers Who were imprisoned. In ,hme
and July, 1945, an informant of kno\'m reliability in
New York City, a v~se th2t NT-TH"leaders there were discussing
the ways and means of raising $1,000.00 for the defense of
JULIO I"INTO Gi~NDIA who had been arrested for violation of the
Selective Service Law. Correspondence between the NFrR delegation
in New York City and the acting President of the NfFR in Puerto
RiCO, on various dates during 1945, were-among the documents
seized by the Insular Police in November, 1950. This corres
pondence indicates that the NPFR in Puerto Rico was requested
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•• ••
to solicit funds to be used in the defense of PINTO GANDIA
and that the funds which were sent from Puerto Rico to New
York City enabled the Party "to meet part of the expenses
incurred in the defense of PINTO."

Minutes of the San Juan Municipal Board for various
meetings held during 1945 and 1946 reflect that many small
sums were expended by that Board to provide small personal
items and small monetary gifts to Nationalists who had been
imprisoned and who were members of that Municipal Board. For
example, $3.50 was expended during April, 1945, to bUy- a pair
of trousers and a shirt for a Nationalist who was incarcerated
in th€ San Juan District Jail.

A police report dated at Rio Piedras on IVIay 30, 1949,
reflects that during Ivlay, 1949, the NFPR Sub Board for Barrio
Bella Vista of Hato Rey collected fUnds to assist the .
Nationalists who had been arrested at Naranjito, Fuerto Rico,
for violation of the Selective Service Law. ~v police rAPor;
dated July 2, 1949, Insular ~olice Detective [ I
advised that the Mayaguez Municipal Board of the NPFR-had he d
a parade from 10:00 o'clock til noon on June 26, 1949, to
arouse interest in the case of Puerto Ricans imprisoned for
violation of the Selective Service Law and to raise funds sOb7C
that their cases might be appealed.

Information appearing in documents seized by the
Insular Folice in November, 1950, indicates that the NPPR
leadership in Puerto Rico corresponded with OSCAR COLLAZO at
New York City asking that $2,000.00 be raised to pay for the
printing of briefs in the appeals of eight Nationalists who 
were convicted for failure to register for Selective Service.
Among the documents seized was an order dated September 26, 1949,
calling on the NFFR-Municipal Board for New York City to raise
ndJ less than $2,000.00 for the legal defense of "our com
panions."

In November, 1949, Nationalists were observed attending
a small table draped with the Nationalist flag near the Plaza
of Ponce, Puerto Rico. The men attending the table advised
that they were collecting funds to assist in the defense of
eight Puerto Rican youths who were to be tried for failure to
register for Selective Service. A leaflet which was obtained
from this table is translated as follows:
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"Aid in the defense of the eight Puerto Rican
youth imprisoned for fighting Yankee military

,conscription.- This way you will prevent your
own sons and brothers from falling into the
clutches of the Yankee Army."

According to infor;at'i on [pro i '3bed in January, '1950, b7C
by Insular Police DetectiveL_ I of ~~.yaguez, the
Treasurer-General of the N:t'P stated at a meeting of the '
Municipal Board of the NFPR for May,aguez held on January 5,
1950, that he intended to collect $1,000.00 about the island
and that this money was needed to finance the appeals of
Nationalists who had been convicted of Selective Service
violat ions.

According to information furnished by the Insular
Police at San Sebastian, Puerto Rico, in March and July, 1950,
the NfFR Municipal Board at San Sebastian was collecting funds
at that time to aid in the legal defense of a member of that
Board who had be8n arrested. Minutes of the Santurce
Municipal Board for meetings held on various dates in 1950
reflect that small sums amounting to as much as $10.00 were
expended by that Municipal Board in connection wbjhe
arrest of one of its members. In October, 1950, advised
that the NPfR Municipal Board for,Mayaguez was co acting
funds so as to enable it to give $10.00 per month to the wife
of each Nationalist from that area who was imprisoned for
violation of the Selective Service Law.

(f) SupDort of NPFR Publications

The NfPR has incurred considerable expenses in
connection with publications of magazines which have dis
seminat,ed the propaganda ot' the Party.

From 1944 to 1948, a review entitled "Puerto Rico"
was PUblished'~ Party leadership. Soon after this review
was initiated, a confidential informant at New York
City, advised t t about three thousand copies were being printe
each month at a cost of about $350.00 per month. The informant
said'that advertising in this review brought in approximately
$200.00 monthly. He reported that the magazine was being sold
by 'Party members on the str~ot and' stated that every member of
the NPFR was expected to subscribe.

b2
b7D
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City ,1__.......B""y.......J...ew,twt""e...r........ld...a...t......eu.d-""s...e....n""t"'e""m"'b...e....r"--'z;..5......._',L;9=~yagu~ a,

Puerto Rico, concerning 500 copies of asp~ he
review "Puerto Rico" which we for
distribution. In his letter, said that this
edition of 4,000 copies had cost more t an had been planned
and that the plate for the printing of the cover of this copy
of the review had cost $25.00.1 lexpressed a belief
that this copy of the review should be sotd for fifteen cents
each so that the NFPR leadership in New York City might realize
approximately ten· cents per copr. In an earlier letter dated
September 5,1944, I ~ ~ I had written that he expected
that the cost of pr1nt1ng th1S special issue of the review
"Puerto Ricol! would amount to about $500.00. .

\
I· CorrE cpondence in 1

1
946 and 1947 between I I

:

t New YOrk City and ~
:; in Puerto Rico, revealed that the review

ttPuerto1co experienced considerable financial difficulties
because the ex enses in connection with HiS printjng were JTFry
heavy. requested that the I do
his bes 0 rna e sure hat the.Municipal Boards would send in
the money for the copies they had received as soon as possible •

.. In November, 1947, lIadvised that the Imprenta
Primavera, a printing establfsnmertt in San Juan, had been asked
to print 10,000 copies of a Nationalist propaganda booklet
entitled aThe Synoptic Histor~~'e Nationalist Party of
Puerto Rico." In A ril 1 8 advised thatl

t e mprenta Primav~e~r~a~t~o~=s=etr---
L..."t,.,...,e-p'"'r..,.,1,....c::-e~=or::-"'p-::r"17.n,.,t,..,1'-n'"'g::-:t.,-,:-e::-"'"""SylJOPtic His tory 0 f the NPPR" at

several hundred dollars higher than his actual price so that
I I said that
the Iiprenia Primavera was not willing to do this. In August,
1948, advised that the Imprenta Primavera had printed
5,000 COp18S of the "Synoptic History of the NFPH" and had
charged the Party ~;;1,030.00 for the \·varlc. The informant said
that PAULINO E. CASTRO and JULIO DE S~NTIAGO had paid the
Imprenta P~imavera a total of $520.00 on the bill and th~t the
remaining iP5l0.00 had been placed in the hands of a lawyer for
collection.
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(g) Support of Organizational Activity
And Maintenance of Party Headquarters

As with illly organization, the NPPR has had to nmke
various expenditures in connection with maintenance of its
Party organization. It is noted, however, that the expenditures
made for this purpose have been small compared to the expendi
tures made for the support of PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS, the Party
President.

Minutes of the XXII Annual Assembly of the NPPR held
at San Juan on July 15, 1945, contain various items concerning
the organizational expenses of the Party. An attempt was made
at this Annual.Assembly to fix the general budget of the Party
at $1,000.00 a month, divided in the followiq.g manner: $500.00
for maintaining an office in New York City; $500.00 for main
taining an office in San Juan; $100.00 for celebrations and
propaganda. The resolution setti.ng forth this information
stated chat an office for the General SGcretariat oft he Party,
with'competent personnel to attend to the needs of the move
ment, "was necessary to carryon the work of the Party" and
that therefore,these monthly expenditures were being authorized.
There is no indication in any of the information that has been
received, which would indicate that the Party was ever able to
place ~his budget into operation.

Among other documents seized by the Insular Police
in November, 1950, were minutes of a meeting of ' the National
Board of the NPPR which was held on February 25,1946. These
minutes includ,e co. statement of expenditures as follows:

S~I""'i
~i~

~
"

.~
I
1

1
1
j

I
1
l
I

I

.-'•

$2,OOO~00
500.00
150.00
100.00

50.00
200.00

$3,000.00

e.e•

Total

Hemittance of Funds to New York City
Purchase of an Automobile for the Party
Purchase of 21 Flags
Purchase of a Radio
Installation of a Tolephone
Desk and Other Items for the Office

•

SJ 100-3

r,,

It is noted that several of the ~terns listed above appear to
be expenses incurred in the setting up of an NPPR headquarters
office in 'San Juan./iAn Insular Police report dated August 14,
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SJ 100-3

1948, reflects that the NPPR headquarters at Sol and Cruz Streets
in San Juan was rented in the name of JOSE RIVERA SOTOMAYOR"and
that JULIO DE SANTIAGO was currently paying the rent of $40.00
each month.~

Expenditures have been made by the NPPR in connection
with organization of new Sub Boards of the Party and with the
reorganization of the Municipal-Boards themselves. By letter
dated May 27, 1946, at San Juan, the Treasurer-General of the
NPPR informed the NPPR Delegate in New York City that "more
money is being spent now because of the campaign to reorganize
the Boards ,- and because of the meetings which are now _being
held in many towns on the island. tl The Treasurer-Gen-eral
wrote that these activities were a considerable expense to
the Party, but that they were very necessary because the Party
was approaching the time when the Annual Assembly would be
held.

Minutes of the San Juan Municipal Board for its
meeting held on December 12; 1946, reflect that this Bo?~d
sponsored public meetings in the sections of San Juan known
as La Perla and La Marina to arouse interest which might lead
to the establishment of a Sub Board of the NPPR in those areas.
The financial report presented at this meeting of the San Juan
Municipal Board reflects that $15.91 was ex~ended in connection
with the meeting held at La Perla and that $23.76 was expended
in connection with the meeting held at La Marina. Minutes of'
the San Juan Municipal_ Board for its meeting held on April 10,
1947, reflect that this Board held meetings in the Baldorioty
Plaza of San Juan and in the area known as Puerta de Tierra
for the purpose of arousing interest in the NPPR sO that the
membership might be increased and so that Sub Boards of the
Party might be organized. The financial report included in
the minutes of this meeting reflect that $61.40 was expended
by the Municipal Board in connection with the meeting which it
held at the Plaza Baldorioty and that $.39.00 was expended in
conn~ction with the meeting held at Puerta de Tierra.

" "

I; sePt:m~er and _October, 1948,r---l advised thatIJ a national officer~Party,was
~t~r-a~v~e~l~~~·n~g~.~a~~o~u~t~t~~e island stimulatin the reor anization of

B

. ".;,
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3. PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS And Party Expenditures

Information fromr I and information
contai.ned in the correspon~ence and other documents seized by
the Insular Police in November, 1950, indicates that the
ultimate control of NPPR expenditures lay in the han~ the
Party President, PEDRO ALBIZU CJ~OS.· In late 1944,l---J
a reliable informant at New York City, advised that NPPR funds
were under the direct control of PEDRO ALBIZU Cj~OS and were
either kept by him or by certain members of the Party who
enjoyed his full confidence.

It has been reported that PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS has
several times taken an unrealistic view of NPPR finances and
has spoken as though any amount of money might be raised by
the Party whenEjyer tttey so desired •. In October, 194.If, ALBIZU
CAMPOS advised I Ja reliable informant at New York City,
thnt he was going to initiate a campaign to raise six million
dollars and that he had been considering requesting a loan from
the Republic of Cuba to the "Republic of Puerto Rico" for
one million dollars. The informant reported that ALBIZU
CAMPOS was'y'ely serious when making this statement. In
June, 1948, advised that PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS was very un-
realistic inso ar as finances were concerned. Informant stated
that ALBIZU would not permit any discussion of finances in his
presence. He added that ALBIZU would order a thing to be done
and would not consider any financial difficulty in the way'
of accomplishing it.

b2
b7D

,.,
.,

J.,
;
.i,

'I
i,
\
I
I
!

b2
b7DMuch of the support of the NPPR which has come from

nonmembers of the Party has been in the form of direct
contributions·to or' direct support of PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS.
From December, 1947, to hUgust, 1948, J"LBIZU CAMPOS and members
of his family lived at the Hotel Normandie in San Juan as the
nonpaying guest of the hotel owner FELIX BENITEZ REXACH. 1 _
advised in August, 1948, that ALBIZU CAMPOS· and his family
left the Hotel Normandie on August 21, 1948, because the
independent contra'ctor who had taken over the hOV:' d~·:j:~
room had insisted that ALBIZU pay for his meals.l J
said that iLLBIZU's personal food bill was small,uta, the
food for familWn friends brought the total bill to almost
$40.00 a day. said that the bill for services rendered
to ·llLBIZU during lJ.S stay at the hotel amounted to more than
$8'570~iCh the hotel auditor intended to write off as a bad
debt. is of unknown reliability, but was in a position to
know t e l.D ormation which he supplied.
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. Information fro~indicates that PEDRO ALBIZU
~OS often treated Party~s as his personal income.
l--Jadvised in January, 1949, that PEDRO hLBIZU CkMPOS was
concerned about the lack of Party funds because he was very
desirous of having the Party provide him with' ing quarters
away from NPPR headquarters, In July 1949 advised
that the
ALBI ZU hab-....,...,a'"""e""'n,......,,..,o,.,r;;-"1"'J.~s;;--;p~e:;"'.. r;;-s~o~n"'a:;-r-;u-;,s~e;::-:~e~s;;;m;;;Ca;;T,-;;:sum;-;;;:;--;w;:;'h:r:c;;'h...,ti'he;;:

I . ~d from the MPPR Municipal Board .
at New York GJ.ty, thus leaving the Party treasury with no .
funds~oay the long overdue debts of the Party. In September;
1949, reported that the Treasurer-General of the NPPR
had s a e I Ithat f,LBIZU CAMPOS was ahmys
asking for money and seemed to believe that the supply was in
exhaustible. Informant reported that I I

I I ALBIZU used the money f'or personal expenses
ana ala nOG Concern himself with Party debts.

In November, 1949,IIadvised that a-t a mee;ing of b2
NPPR Municipal and National'~ officers which Wj~S he,ld at
NPPR headquarters, San Juan, onl _it was. b7D
reported by the Treasurer-General of the Party that $612.00
had been collected i nd-raisin cam ai n which started
on November 1, 1949 said that collected.
ALBIZU C~WOS gave for a Ion

out that during the preceding
~~~;;;;~::::.~;:;:;;~which retailed

~~~~ urther advised that JULIO DE SANTIAGO
could not continue as Party Treasurer

while ALBIZU refused to make Party funds available to him.
The inforll1D.nt reported that. DE S,.NTIAGO had declared tilat the
Party owed newspapers and radio stations and that he did not
intend to accept the position as Treasurer-General again.

Information has been received indicating that
t.LBIZU Cf-¥:OS mpdp map" of hi J expenditures through his personal
socr0tar~l- . Among the documents seized'
from'NPFR eadquarters by the Insular Police on November 2,
1950, were a number of money order receipts including five
money orders sent to Mrs. ALBIZU CAMPOS over ? period from
June 29, 1950, to October 19, 1950, totaling $245.00, and

-"7 -S~T
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other money order receipts such as one' for $20.00 sent to
ANGELINA PLATET at Jayuya, P~erto Rico, on July 13, 1950, and
three money orders to·taling ~67 .00 sent to ELIO TORRESOLA
at Jayuya, Puerto Rico, in September and October, 1950~ All;
of the above money orderS were sent out by C~RMEN M;ffiIA PEREZ.

ALBIZU CAMPOS enjoyed distributing small sums
puplicly to needy persons. Insular Police report dated
August 13, 1948, reflects·that when ALBIZU visited Patillas,
Puerto Rico, on ~ugust 12, 1948, he handed out about $15.00
there in small change to the indigent patients in the Municipal
Hospital.

Information fromr . Iindicates that during
1948 and 1949, ALBIZU CAMPbs collected money through his follower,
in orderOhe might make a down'payment in the purchase of
a house. advised I I that a~ of that :Pt.e·'
PEDRO AL hMPOS hud accumulated L ; T I
as the down payment for a house, but no 1n ormat10nas been
received indicating that such a purchase was ever made.

. .
In April, 1950, r-l advised that most funds

collected .by the NPPR wer~nded over directly to PEDRO .
ALBIZU Cl~POS who disposed of them as he saw fit. In Ma~;

19 SO. c:=:J ady is ed th~t ALBIZU had r equest ed 1,....."~'>"=:::-:r""':"':':,...".."_,.,._.,,,,........JI Jto supply his wife witn a f1xed wee ( y
income of approximately $50.00. In Se tember 1950 ad-
vised till t the t===========~==~==~~:::~~~;J
thet every c en j'-I-_I;;-;:-:;;;-""i="~~i=h"~==:!...w~e:::n~t~d~1=:·r~e~ct~l~YLt~o~F:..E::D~R~O~
ALBIZU Cf~POS. said that the I I
that even sO'ALBIZU was not getting very much money. Later
i.n September,II advised that tfJe Trea$ll"''jlr-General of the
NPPR had coll~ approximatelyL . Jduring the previous
months of 1950 and that almost all of this money was turned
over to ALBIZU C[~WOS for his personal support.

I
I
I

i
1
1

I
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The NPPR has never enjoyed a strong financial status.
hll information received concerning the finances of the Party
indicates that throughout its history, one of its major pro
blems has been concerned with the raising of funds and at no
time has the Party ever enjoyed a substantial financial surplus.

Information received in 1936 indicates that the financial
condition of the NPFR at that time was poor and that money for
the rarty was chiefly raised by public collection and by .
placing boxes in public places with a sign requesting donations
to the Nationalist hrmy. Information received in 1936 indicates
that the $2,000.00 bond issue which the NFPR had sponsored in
1930 had raised little money since relatively few of the bonds
were ever sold. .

In July, 1941,1 1
advised that the NPPR did not have any reserve 01 lunds, but
had always carried on its activities by means of subscriptions

Cjnations whenever funds were needed for special occasions.
said that in his opinion the Party "must stay dormant"

some of the wealthier~e in Puerto Rico became
interested in' independence. l----J said that to the best of
his knowledge, the NPPR had never received funds from any
outside source or political organization •

b2
b7D

. In January, 1942,IIadvised thC\t the Treasurer
General of the NPPR set fortn-tnt following information in his
Treasurer's report· to the XIX hnnual j-ssembly of the NPPR
held on January lS, 1942, e.t Caguas, Fuerto Rico:

Party income
Expenses
Deficit

$1;438•87
1,5$5~39

147.52

The Treasurer-General's report also pointed out that the NfPR
must raise funds to cover the expenses of the Foreign Secretary
who was then in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

- 389 -
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. .
I I reported in January, 1943, that according

to informants within rohe Party, the N~d been in a poor
financial condition all during 1942~ L----Jadvised that no
fixed dues were assigned to the members and that the Party de
pended for its funds upon voluntary donations from Party mem
bers or sympathizers and upon collections taken up at informal
meetings held in different sert:::';;1 by the Party members.
According to one informant of the financial condition of
the Party grew more precarious er the arrest of PAULINO E.
CASTRO, because CASTRO had been active and successful in the
collection of funds even though the Farty was somewhat dormant.
(FAULINO E. CASTRO was sentenced on July 1, 1942, to two years

1~::Jisorunent for violation of the Selective Service L.aw.>
reported that the Party income had dwindled so alarmingly
the Farty had placed advertisements in "Betances", the

Farty pUblication, requesting financial aid from the members
so that the National Board could meet its expenses and keep
functioning.

·At the Annual Assembly of the NPPR held at Caguas,
Puerto Rico, on February 28, 1943, the Treasurer-General of the
Party reported that $939Q08 was collected by the Farty during
the first six months of 1942 and that $926.19 was collected
during the last six months of 1942. b2

b7D

In 1944 the financial needs of the Party grew.
PEDRO ALBIZU C~~'OS had been released from incarceration, and
the Party now had to raise large sums to pay for his' support,
and after ALBIZU Ci~FOS repudiated Communist support, the Farty
also"had to pa~ for his hospital expenses (which according to
bothl Ireliable informants at New York City, had
been pa1d by t e ~ommunit: ?QJitiCar Associat10n and the Inter-
national Labor Defense.) indicated that large sums
were also needed during t is'year to pay for'expens~propa

ganda activity in Washington, ·D. C. In June, 1944,L--J ad,..·
vised that JULIO PINTO GANDIA, Secretary-General of the Farty,
called a meeting of NFPR leaders in New Yyrk City during that
month to discuss financial matters. I reported that FINTO
GANDIA declared that at least $400.00 over and above the usual
amount must be raised every month, and he produced circular
letters signed by himself as Secretary-General to be distributed
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to the membership so that the weekly pledge form attached
could be filled in and returned.

I kctvised in JUly; 1944, that JULIO DE S.4NTItGO
and other Nationalist leaders who had returned to Puerto Rico
following release from imprisonment, were planning to re
organize the NFFR in Puerto Rico and were conducting a fund
raising campaign so as to raise $1,000.00 to send to PEDRO
rlLBIZU CAMPOS to meet his hospital expenses in New York City.
Informatio~ fro~ ,li:diC:t:S ;b:r @l,OOO~OO.was sen~ to
New York C~ty ea~l_ _. _ ~~ad th~s ~nformat?-on
was confirmed by w 0 a v~se at . ~~t~h~e~ _
acting Treasurer- eneral of the NPP
York City at that time, masking the

I "DU~ing August, 1944:Ddvised that the goal of
the fund-raising campaign which the ,Party conOin Puerto
Rico during the summer of 1944 was ~2,OOO.OO. eported,
however, that the campaign was not that success u • I I
said that this money was handled in a very loose manner Slnce

~ !in t~e I
[ I'" ,"
------I-n-N-o-v-e-m-b-e-r---:<1944, Dadvised that the Treasurer
Generdl of the Party had presented a Treasurer's·report for
1944 reflecting that up to N~ve~ber l2,.1944~23~.00had
been collected by the t·arty ~n l'uerto R~co. L-J sa:;,d that
the report reflected that the major expenditures had been the
money remitted to New York City and the expenses of NPPR
commemorative celebrations.

D In late 1944,1 I at New York City and
in Puerto Rico advised that the Party leadershi~ntinually

talked about t.he necessity for raising more money. L-J ad-
vised that for a very long time, the finances of the larty
had been in a be.d state and that most of the funds secured
came from donations solicited by leaders of the Farty. He
said that the Treasurer had been receiving only small monthly
dues from N;?PR r;["s, contributed· in accordince with their
ability to pay. added, however, that the Party had few
expenses in ~uerto 'ico, and that these expenses were usually

" ...
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ladvised in the fall of 1944

e.

It is noted thatl

met by subscriptions raised at the last minute. r---lreported
that in the fall of 1944, attempts were being ma~o arrange
a better financial set-up within the Party and that the
Treasurer-General, ISOLINA RONDON, had ~ppointed JOSE RIVERA
SOTOMAYOR to travel about the island stimulating the regular
ization of money collection on the part of the Municipal
Boards.

SJ 100-3

Santurce, Fuerto RiCO, had stated that instructions
~h-a~d~b-e~e~n issued to all Local Boards of the Party to regularize
their finances and to collect monthly dues of twenty-five cents
from each member.

advised in f1a

/'1n the late summer of 1945, dvised th[~t the
NPPR was in very poor financial condition and that when the ex-'
Treasurer of the i"arty, ISOLINA RONDON, was voted out of of.fice;
she had turned over to th e new Treasurer, JOSE RIVERA SOTOMi\.YOR,
only a little more than $6.00. The informant stated that the
collections of the Party were very meagre and the NPPR was
trying to devis8 some means of obtaining additional funds but
was having very little success. He stated that there was an
urgent need for'funds because PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS had called
for assistance. In her report to the AXI! Annual Assembly
of the NPPR, held at San Juan on July 16, 1945, the Treasurer
General of the Party stated that the N~PR had received
$6,023.00 during the preceding year and that there was only
$6.23 remaining in the treasury as a balance at the close of
that fiscal year.

-'/
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Correspondence between NPPR leaders in New York
City and leaders of the Party in Puerto Rico reflects that
the NPFR was mnking large expenditures in New York City
and needed large amounts of money in order to meet its debts.
1m example of the sort of information contained in this .
correspondenc~ is reflected by a letter dated October 21, 1945,'
at New York City in \'1hich RAMON rf;.EDIN1, RlJoHREZ, $ New York City,
wrote to JULIO DE SANTIAGO in Puerto Rico, pointing out that the
financial situat;ion of the NFFR in New York City was very pre
carious and that the Party had incurred larga debts in connection
with PEDRO AI,BIZU CJ.MFOS , hospitalization and support. This
letter was among the documents seized by the Insular Police in
November, 1950.

Minutes of a joint session of the National Board of
the NPPR with officers of the Municipal'Boards of the Party,
for a meeting held on November IB, 1945, indicate thnt the
Tre<~surer-General reported on the receipts which had been ob
tained since the ·new National Board of the Party went into
effect. He also reported on the amounts which had been sent to
New York and on the cash in the treasury. The figures for .. this
report are not given in the minutes, except the figure of $46.00
which is set forth as the increase in receipmduring November
over receipts during October.

Minutes of the National Board of the NFrR for its meeting
held on December 23, 1945, contained a financial report by the
Treasurer-General which is sUlmnarized as follows:

Income to the treasury since July 15, 1945
Expenditures since July 15, 1945

Deficit

. Balance of the funds in the bank
Less deficit

Balance in the treasury of the Party

$2;e40~03
2,846~07

6.04

127~68

6.0~$ 121.6

By letter dated February 28, 1946, at S"n Juan, .JULIO
DE S..:.NTli.GO, the acting Fresidcnt of the Nr FR, wrote to PAULINO E.
CASTRO, acting Secretary of the Farty, calling upon the latter
to aid the TreQsurer-General in his efforts to secure funds
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throughou~ the Island of Puerto Rico. DE SANTI~GO called for
a committee to beset up under the leadership .. of the Treasurer-'
General to go out and collect tlnot less than ~3,000,00" from
among patriots and friends of the Party who were in good
financial situations and who were Dot making monthly contribu
tions to the General Treasury of the ,Party.

Minutes of the"National Board of" the NPPR for its
meeting held on March 31, 1946, reflect that the Farty lC2ders
failed to collect the amount mentioned in this letter. The
minutes contain a report by the Treasurer-General of the Party
indicating that Party finances on March 31, 1946, were as
follows:

General Fund
Reserve of 25%
Collected for fBDRO ALBIZU

Total

$ 9.95
306.78

CAMPOS 200 0 00
$516.73

It is noted that "amongother documents seized by the
Insular Police in November, 1950, was R letter datedFebr~ary 20,
1946, written to the acting Fresident of the NFFR by the .'resi
dent of the NiPR Municipal Board for Utuado, Puerto Rico. This
letter acknowledged a communication which had asked for contri
butions to the General Treasury but stated that the NP?R Municipal
Board at Utuado did not even have sufficient funds to pay for
the expenses which the President of that Board would incur by
going to NPIR meetings. '

By letter dated £pril 12, 1946, R~10N ¥ffiDINA RJJ~IREZ,
the NPFR Dele~ate at New York City, explained that the expenses
for the medical care and support of IEDRO ALBIZU CAMIOS in New
York City weI'l~ very heavY' and that the NPPR must send financial
assistance. ;,pparently the act ing Fresident of the 1'arty
responded immedintely to this communication, because'a"special
meeting of N~?R leaders was convoked on i,pril 16, 1946, at the
urgent request' of the acting fresident of the NirR, during a
commemorative celebration which the NF?R was holding on that
date. Minutes of this meeting reflect th2t the acting Fresident
advised the group that 2 fund-raising campaign must be instituted
to raise money for the Party. '

l
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In May, 1946:0 aqvised that the finances of the
N?PR were in such a poor condition that the Party leaders in
Puerto Rico hoped to forego the Annual Assembly of the Party
so as to avoid the expenses connected with that activity. The
informant said that Party leadevs in Puerto Rico were hoping
that they would receive no word from New York City directing
that the Assembly be held. .

By letter dated July 21, 1946, RAMON MEDINA RAMIREZ,
from New York City, wrote to "JUhN" (JUAN JU",RBE JUiIRBE) saying
that "the old man" (FEDRO ALBIZU CAr-1FOS) was spending about
$500.00 monthly and that the Party had a debt of almost
"cincuenta mil pesos" (fifty thousand dollars). Other corres
pondence seized by the Insular Folice includes. letters which·
MEDINA RAMIREZ wrote to NPPR leaders in Puerto Rico complaining
of the economic crisis which the Party faced in New York City~

The Treasurer's report submitted by the Treasurer
General of the Party to the General Assembly of the NPPR which
met on August 18, 1946, has been set forth in full earlier in
this report. The summary of this Treasurer's report is as
follows:

b2
b7D

ReceiBts Expenditures

$7,594.42Total Receipts
General Expenses and

Propaganda
Sent to New York City

$7,594.42

$5;269~42
2· 2~00

7,594.42

Minutes of the San Juan Municipal Board of the'NfPR
for its meeting held on October 16, 1946, contain the report of
a fund-raising~ campaign which had been conducted by a cOlmnittee
headed by the ~resident of that Municipal Board. The report
indicates that contributions were solicited in various munici
pO-lities· in Puerto Rico, and that when the work of the cOlluuittee
was over, this committee handed to the Treasurer-General of the
N?FR the sum of $1, 8h8 .14.· Another document siezed by the .
Insular Folice in December, 1950, was a letter dated December 25,
1946, at New York City, in which the NPPR Delegate at New York'
City wrote to the acting President of the Farty in Fuerto Rico,
stating that the NFPR in New York had used up. all of its resources
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and requesting that some action be taken on that problem by
the National Board of the Party in Puerto Rico. Other letters
seizod by the Insular Police indicate that the NFPR Treasurer~

General in Puerto Rico sent five money orders to New York City
on December 27, 1946.

A document dated January 20, 1947, at San Juan
reads as follows:

"I have received from JOSI!~ RIVERA SOTOMAYOR,
the following monies of the Nationalist Farty
which were in his custody as National Treasurer:

"Check from the ManClger of the
Royal Bank (of Canada)

Cash
Total

$3,150.00
.. 8~$2

$3,158.82

b2
b7D

Signature: BUENAVENTURA RODRIGUEZ LUGO"

It is noted that RODRIGUEZ LUGO served as Troasurer
General of the Party during the early months of 1947 and that
during February, 1947, RDDRIGUEZ LUGO reportedly expended
$500.00 from the Party funds to purchase money orders to be
sent to New York City.

1948 According to information furnished bYc===J the NrPR
was in a poor financial condition at the· time of,...£E.Ill;tO ,:.LBIZU
CM1FOS return to Puerto Hico in December, 1947. L-jadvised
in December, 19Lf7, that a full-sca~e financial campa~gn WHs're;nJ
carried on to raise monoy for the i'arty. In December 1950,
recalled that this campaign was carried over into 1948 and t18
a considerable sum of money w~s raised. Documents seized by
the Insular Police in November, 1950, include a financial report
dated March 1, 194$, by the Treasurer-General of the Farty listing
the sums which had been received by direct solicitation and the
name's of the contributors. The total secured in this ffi8.nner
was set forth as $1,170.50.

In MErch, 194£\,11 advised that the outstanding
debts of the Party had use~p all the funds collected by the
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NFPR and the Party had begun an intensive fund-raising
campaign.

: It is noted that among documents seized by the Insular
F'olice in November, 1950, was a listing dated March 2, 191~e, of
debts contracted before and after the arrival of PEDRO hLBIZU
CJ.M?OS. Debts' contracted before the return of J.LBIZU CAMPOS
amounted to $1,007.00 ~hile debts contracted after the return
of ALBIZU amounted to $1,266.39.

II advised in July, 1948, that the :Farty was in
such urge~eed of funds that a commission of NPPR leaders '
had ViQ'various towns about the island seeking contribu-
t~?ns. eported.that the Tre~surer-Gel!eral asked local
NhR lea ers for a l~st of potent~al contr~butors and had
stated that those contributors need not be members of the farty
since the NPPR was merely interested in their money. The pressing
need of the Pc.rty for funds was demonstrated by the fact that
the Treasurer-General of the Party prepared circuler letters b2
dated July 1, askiDg'for monthly pledges of money and stating b7D
that a minimum of $2,000.00 monthly was needed. The Treasurer
General also sent out printed letters dated July _, 1948, ad
dressed to himself as Treasurer-General of the Party, to be used
in making those monthly pledges.

, In I.ugust and September, 1948, I
of the persons who were heading fund-rais~i-n-g~d~r-'i-v-e-s~f~o-r~t7h-e~r~'a-r~t-y---
and indi~that these drives were not meeting with much
?uccess. advised in Sellternber, 1948, that .. the raffle of the
~artyrs hrysler had produced only about $800.00 and had
left the Party without any usable means of transportation.

reported that the
ece~v~ng demands for pay

,ment from o:reditors of the NrrR and that he had no money to
pay them. advised that according to the TreasJ!rer~Gencr:l

the Party reasury was completely empty I T

so that the Farty had no mo~ pay for--r-I-ew---m-e-m~b-e-r-s~h~i-p--c-a-r~d-s--
or to buy Party stationery. advised that the condition
of the treasury was so despera e that it had not been possible
to gather sufficient money to hire a taxi for Mr,s. ],J,BIZll Cj;llfp?:
when she asked that transportation be providedl~~~~ ~~7 _

I ~ lone of the Nh'R leaders
eVentually used h~S ovm car to provide Mrs. ALBIZU CAMPOS with
the transportation that she desired.
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a copy of a circular letter dated
Treasurer-General had sent out to
the Party. This letter is trans-

r--l made available
November~948, which the
all the Municipal Boards of
lated in part as follows:

"To the Nationalist Municipal Boards:

SJ 100-3

liThe Municipal Boards of the Nationalist Pa.rty;
and in particular those individuals who are in
charge of finances and economic matters ••• , are
hereby informed that the National Treasury does
not have at the present time even a single dollar
with which to defray the most urgent expenses of
the Party. The supreme leadership is being
neglected as are all obligations previously in
curred."

b2
b7D
b7C

The letter requested that the Municipal Boaroosubmit as much
money as they could within ten days.

o advise~ in November, 1948; that" at r'l-....lDJ~;.;ulJZ..~l.-....:..,
NPPR "Mun lC 1 pal and National. lB~O~aLrjd[lli0~f~f~ijCje~r~s!illhLe~l~d;:t~~DEiI:::Die:~1948, at NPPR headquarters,.. San Juan it was
Municipal Boards collected Lc~~~~~~~__~~__----~__~~~
of this money would have to be paid out for newspaper advertis
ing and radio time incurred incidental to the NPPR public meeting
held on November 19, 1948.

In connection with the arrest of ~
at New York City on November 1, 1950, agent~s~o~f"t~h~e~U~n~i~t~e-d~-----
States Secret Service seized a Treasurer's report of the
New York City Board of the NPPR for 1948. The report reflects
that the balance on hand in the "!;reasury of this Municipal
Board at the time that the report was closed, was $165.44.
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S~ET

Dadvised in April; 1949; that many problems
continue lague the NPPR and that the financial difficulties

,.Q.L!<.ll!Lt:a:cr.:L~~il·.J<lJ~.>LI<tJ:1.e~JlJ,·.lU.~.J<.li:m.....for di scus s ion ata
r'--------,.-..",..~..........."..~_==__=,...,...,,......,=_:,..,,J NPPR headquarters on

• e ~n ormant sa~ t at the Municipal Board
~o~~~~c~e~r~s~~r~o~u~g~t to this meeting the money which they had

collected, and that this money totaled aboutI I
In May; 1949,c===Jadvised that the Treasurer-General

of the Party was complaining that the Municipal Boards of the
Party were not cooperating financially and did not-answer his
letters.f Ihad been collected
~ the Party through the sale of tickets for the raffle of a
painting, but that probably half of that amount would have to
be given to the artist. -

- In July, 1949;c===Jadvised that the Treasurer-General -
of the NPPR gave the following-financial report at a meeting of
NPPR officials heldl I at NP~Rheadquarters,
San Juan:

,

b2
b7D

a meeting of' b2
headquarters,b7D

The NPPR's expenses frr this same period werel I leaving
a deficit I _representing unpaid bil ""s-.-----I

In September, 1949,1/ advised that the NPPR was in
desperate need of funds to pa}-pa{ty obligations, especially
those incurred in connQwith international propaganda
activity of the part~. tated thatl I

I A ~ CAMPOS was always asking for money
and-d~d not concern imself with Party debts, even though the
rent for the NPPR headquarters in San JuanQ not been paid for
several months Late i S r, 1949, advised that on

of the Par y went to various
~~~~~~~~e~~~s~,~a~n~~s~o~~~c~~~t"l~n~gcontributions for the Party,
but they di¢l not secure any money whatsoever.

c==J' advised in October. 1949,- that at
NPPR officials held ani . at NPPR-------
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a v~se t t
'~~~~i--~--~h~e~a~r~i~ng that he could not

PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS refuse~~t-o-m-a~e~~a~r~t~y~f~u-n-d~s~~
~~~~~e~t~o~~aY the Party debts. The informant said that the

I the Party owed newspapers
~a~n~d~r~a~d~~~o~s~t~a~~~"o~n"s"'a"n~dr;t~h~a~t~t~I~1e~moneywhich he received did not
begin to meet the Party obligation.

San Juan; I la financial
statement 'showing that for the-three months, July, August and
September l 1949. the National Treasury of the Party received
a total 01',1 Imore than was re-
ceived; The Treasurer-General stated at this meeting that the
l Idefi"t repr.,.,ted fpat bil". b2

, , b7D
In November, 1949, reported that at a m~eting

of NPPR officials' held at NP R headquarters, San Juan:,: on '
I Ireported :th!Lresults of
a fund-ra~s~ng dr~ve wh~ch had been conducted that month. The
Treasurer's report indicatedl Ihad been:'collected
and that PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS had distributed this "n ' t
followin fashion:

By police report dated December 19, 19'c4~9ll'~~U:]JUL::~I lof the Internal Security ~
Insular Police, supplied information secu'rr~e~d~b~~ ~

I LiDd Insular Police officers
-.J concerning the General As !.soe;om"""yC---;:;o:r-+"'I':~",,",I"m:l""'-...J

heid on December 18, 1949, at San Juan. This police report b7C
reported a speech by PEDRO ALBIZU CAMPOS containing the
following remarks:

"I have to announce that the National Treasury
is empty. There is no money. It isn't that JULIO
DE SANTIAGO has done a bad, job. He has written letters
and sent telegrams, but you with your apathy and in
difference have caused him to fail •••• What we need is
not $3,000.00 or $l~,OOO.OO. The liberating movement
needs hundred::; of thousands of dollars •••.

" ••••Raise your right hand, all who are disposed
to sacrifice their lives and divest themselves of their
finances defending the cause •••.
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"•••• The National Board decreed a national collection
by the Local Boards and you have done nothing•••• Tomorrow
$600.00 is needed and I tell you that the money must be
in San Juan tomorrow without fail. We must file an appeal
••• on behalf of the six Nationalist prisoners. That is
the reason we need $600.00, •• remember the oath that you
just took. 1I .

. .
In February, 1950, D advised that the Treasurer

General of the Party had been canvassing the various Municipal
Boards soliciting funds and askjng·fqr dues paymerits in advance.b2
The informant said that l=.J I the Treasurer-General b7D
collected approximately~ f.

I . Ithe Treasurer-
General was compIa~n~ng that Mun~c~paI Boards were not sending
in any money and th~rYOne was ~~iting that they had no
more money to give. pointed out that the Treasurer-General
had already collecte many dues for the entire year and other
dues well in advance.

. .

In May, 1950,c==Jadvised that the Treasurer-General
was making frequent trips about the island soliciting contri
butions but was not receiving very much money. c===Jreported
that the Party treasury was empty and that ALBIZU CAMPOS had
stated that he owed thousands of dollars. I I added that the

In July, 1950,r--l advised that the Party was in very
poor financial condition'a:ria' that the Treasurer-General and two
other Nationalist leaders had :Qbout the island for several
days soliciting contributions. stated that the people
contacted by these officers·were re uctant to c:qpe::te b:tgave.
them small sums of money to get rid of them. I _ __ _ I·

r-ladvised that an estimate of t he total amoun co ecte by
"'"t'Ii"e"Treasurer-General of the Party during 1950 was approxi.mately
$1,000.00, almost all of which w~en directly to PEDRO ALBIZU
CAMPOS for his personal support.l---Jadvised that the Treasurer-
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that theGeneral had stated in

that every cent w ~c

LwwaassggooT~i'ingg--a:TFecTIy'tO;-P'ElJIR'Cr1l:LEITZ:O CAMPOS but that, even so,
ALBIZU w~s very much money, not sufficient to allow
him to eat

b2

b7D
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b2
b7D

III e SITUATION FROM NOVEMBER 1, 1920
THROUGH JUNE 30, 1951

A. Financial Structure of the Part!

Buring·the Nationalist revolt which began on
October 30, 1950, the Treasurer-General of the NPPR was killed
and almost all municipal and national officers of· the Party
were arrested by the Insular Police. This left the Party
with no organi,ation-to gath," fund, and o"or';" to ;,form==-:
tieD furnished bJrL-.Jin DeCember 1°50 I ~

In January; 1951,1 ladvised that ANGELINA TORRESOLA
DE PLATET (the 2ister of. GRISELIO TORRESOLA,. killed while
attempting to assassi the President) was the new TreFa~s~u~~~
General of the NPPR. reported that Mrs. PLATET was

Juanfunds in
o e s an 0

1951, advised that
area was eing carried on

of the followin

. In June, 1951, I I of the
Insular'Police, advised that a police informant, reliability
unknown, bad rePQrted that sQlJle members of the N~PP ],[cor o J odn

trlJst inl land Sllsnoctod thotl ]

b7C

b2

I b7D

B. Sources of Funds

1. Fund-Raising Campaigns in Puerto Rico

By police memorandum dated November 14, 1950, Lieutenant
JUAN·B. SOLER, Commandant of the Insular Police at Adjuntas, Puerto
Rico, reported that PABLO JIMENEZ GONZALEZ, whom he described
as a Nationalist d~sguised as an Independentist, had communicated
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with Dr. JOSE A. LANAUZE ROLON at Ponce, Puerto Rico, telling
the latter that a respectable sum of money had been collected
at Adjuntas, Puerto Rico, for the defense of PEDRO ALBIZU
CAMPOS. (LANAUZE was a prominent leader of the Independence
Party of Puerto Rioo until his death on May 1 1951.) Later
information supplied by the Insular Police rerlects that a small
closed meetin& attended by Nationalists and by members of the
Independence Party of Puerto Rico, was held on November Ie, 1950,
at the residence of Mrs. EUSEBIA ROLON DE Ll~AUZE (mother' of Dr•.
JOSE LANAUZE) in Barrio Saltillo of Adjuntas, Puert6;·;Rico, to
discuss the collection of funds for. the NPPR;

. .

. In December, 1950, Insular Police Detect.ive I .1----1 at Ponce, Puerto Rico, advised ,that three JI)9.i-v""i""d-u""a"""i-s-,
whom.he described as Nationalists, were visiting business houses
in Ponce; collecting funds and were representing themselves as b7C .
members of the Independence Party of Puerto Rico. -:.'-:.

c===Jadvised in December, 1950, that a meeting of the

:

iye: a:d reIdO;"es of imprisoned NPPR members ~as .held on·
I~ ~ ~ _ at the home ofJ I ~n Mayaguez,

uer 0 ~co. reported that [ I was in charge of the
meeting which was called to discuss plans for the collection
of funds to sup~ort Nationalist· families·whose breadwinners b2
were in jail. ~ccording tor ldeclared that $7.00
weekly must be given to evety such family in the Mayaguez areab7D

O t there were twent¥ families in need of this support.
stated that about ~P30.00 was being raised each week by

pu ~c collection and that he was personally contributirw about
10 00 a week out of his own pockE?t. CJ reported that I I

delivering ~7.00 a week to the wives of
~~~n~c~ar~c~e~r~a~e~(~l~a~y~a~g~u~e~zNationalists. At the time that the above
information was furnished by was free on
$25,000.00 bond which he had persona y urn~s ed to secure his
release after his arrest during the Nationalist uprisin~.)

In December, 1950,II advised that JUAN HERNANDEZ
VALLE was collecting funds fo~e legal defense of PEDRO .
ALBIZU CAMPOS. (HERNAHDEZ VALLE was the'~r directing the
legal defense.) Later in Lecember, 1950,L---Jadvised that
CAm,mN RIVERA SOTO~~YOR and her mother, JOSEFINA (the mother
and sister of the Nationalist leader~E RIVERA SOTOMAYOR)
were collecting funds for the NPPH. L-J said that the collection::

b2
b7D
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were exceeding their expectations and that the two women claimed
to have received $100.00 from (\ non-Nationalist store proprietor "
in Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico.

In January, 1951~c=Jacl'lised that he had been
contacted by Nationalists from ,~guada, Puerto Rico, and usked
by them to assist in the collection of funds which were to be
sent to R~FAEL Cw~CEL in Mayaguez for use in maintaini9E the
families of imprisoned Nationalists. It is noted that II.... _

reported inl I that RAFAEL C~NCEL of Mayaguez
was selling some of h~s property in an attempt to secure
sufficient funds for the successful legal defense of his own
case. I Iis of known reliability.. .

By police memorandum dated February 3, 1951, LiL~tenant

Mii.RTIN NIEVES; Commandant of the Insular Police Detachmont at .
San Sebastian, ?uerto Rico, reported that during January, 1951,
Nationalists at San Sebastian took up a collection for the
defense of the incarcera.te~i.onalistleader,MANUEL RODRIGUEZ
NUNEZ. In February, 1951, advised that i,GUSTIN j':l.LDONLDO .
and ChRMEN OTE~O DE TORRES L~ widow of GRISELIO TORRESOLA) .
were collecting funds iIi the Rio Piedras-San Juan area fo.r the
legal defense of the Nationalist leaders. In ~pril, 1951,1
advised tha·t JUAN HERN;.rm[!;Z Vi~LLE and j~NGELINA TOR[t1ESOLi~ haL..,("""i-
been collect ing funds during !'1arch in the San Juan-Rio Piedras
area for the legal defense of the imprisoned Nationalists.

Later in April, 1951,1 ladvised that 1.. /

v~s].ting potential contributors in the San Juan-Rio Piedro,s
Cl,s a aruno-raisin conunission;! The informant reportncl that

the "comnd.ssionll was trying to
Lc=-o,...,-T-:-e""cr-""'t/'"7'7'''''''''."?'I'7.,.-,,,..,,.'''"'''e--:-:u"'''sC':e"Cd;-';f;'':o:--lr 0; ppea1ing the convic t ion S 0 f
NFPR memb8rs.

In May, 1951,c===J advised that the Nationalista
in the Barrio S2utana area of ~recibo, Puerto Rico, were co11ecti~

funds in thQ.t vicinity to be used in appealing the sentences .
of the NPPR leaders.

b2
b7D

b2
b7D

In filay, 1951,lIadvised that direct solicitati.on of
funds from NPPR members~sympathizerswas being made by
Ilfund-raising conunissions" because the Party had urgent needs

, .
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for funds to pay legal expenses and there were no functioning
Municipal Boards through which those funds might be raised.

2. Fund-Raising Campaigns In the United States

.....- ....;I~no..-..:;:J..:::a:;;nuary; 1951:0 advised thatll
~_~__~_~~I dur~ng the latter part of January, 1951, that

fund collection on behalf of the imprisoned Nationalists was
being carried out'with CO'-able success in New York City.
E,~rly in ~ebruary, 1951, a _I'el~ab1e inf:rmant at New York
C~ty, adv~sed that JULIO - Gi>NDIii.1 _ ~ Iwas con-
tinuing to collect funds for the defense ai' t e ~mprisoned
Nationalists;- but that over the week end of I _- _ ::J b2
F! .' _ '" Ihc~n able to collect only I ~ b7D
Later in February, 1951, furnished a ticket for the
opening of the Glub Indo-~er~cano to take place at New York
City I - I
been distributing tickets for this dance and that th.:. proceods
of the dance were reportedly intended for the defense of NPPR
leaders in New York City and in Puerto Rico.

-';,

"The N2;-'Gionalist Board of Chicago will award
the sum of' :jj>115.00 in cash as follows: 1st prize
$100.00; 2nd prize $10.00; 3rd prize ~~5.00.This
lottery will toke placo on December 31, 1950, at
109 W. Illinois Street.

~ ~I~nLDL!;e~c,gjember, 1950, United States Secret
IL~_~~_~__~lmade available a lottery ticket

Spanish and reading as follows:

Service J.l.gent
printed in b7C

-1
j

"Officials: GONZi.LO LEBRON, Representative
BERNARDO S. TOR~ES, President

"Value: 100 votes"

No [\:tiv;tl\ was oosr.,rved at I b7C
I J which .~uld indicate that any drawing or b7D
lottery activitQPlace thore. It is noted that in
November, 1950, ade ,available correspondence reflecting that _
GONULQ LEBRON.a een appointed by JULIO PINTO Gi.rmH to 0k;=J
gcmize the NPPR movement in Chicago, and had been instructed

': Ito send all funds he co ec
~n Qhicago directly to the Treasurer-General of the NPPR in Puerto
Rico.
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The New York City Spanish . language newspaper "La
Prensa" in its issue for January 31, 1951, published an item
reflecting that a "Committee for the Defense of, Puerto Rico
Political Prisoners" had been set up in Chicago, Illinois,
under the direction of GONZhLO LEBRON. The article stated that,
"The chief function will be to raise funds to help the political
prisoners defra;L-th.e.;lr expenses in their approaching trials."
In March, 1951,LJ a reliable confidential informant at
Chicago, Illinols, advised that NPPR members in the Chicago
area paid no dues and that money to meet the expenses of the
Board and to make up the amounts .'3ent to Puerto Rico, was raised
by contributions of the members and by donations solicited from'
among,..t.ba,Puerto Ricans resident in the Chicago area·.··In f'1.:1rch,
1951,L-J advised the he had learned I . - ,..... 1that·
the latter was sending I Ito Puerto RlCO as a contribution
for the defense of imprisoned Nftionalists. In j,pril, 1951,

L:]advised that I tcontemplated sending.a sum of
money to Puerto Rico ' defense of the
"political risonGrs advised that on
that day, obtained two postal money orders for
$100.00 each made out-tol
San Juan , Puert0 Ric0, an""'d"""'mO-:aO-:l"'"l'-e:-·d""'-t~hl:"":"em---"'t-o---:::t"'h-"""":-::t:-;-~--rr'l'h C' '" p

money' orders were 0 'ed in the name I
which accordinp' to is the name of I

'--.,--:---:---:-:-- ~_---L.o~f=--t~h'-!.e~ NPPR. In ay, , I
advised that on , the C~icago Municipa oard of
the NPPR had sp _ unc leon at ~5.00 per plate and netted
$80.00 which was sent t:1rto Rico for the defense of the
arrested NationiJ.list.'3. further advised that GONZI.LO LEBRON
was attempting to sell p 0 ographs of P~DRO ALBIZU C~ITOS to the
Puerto Ricans resident in the Chicago'area at $2.00 a picture
in order to raise funds for the NPPR.

C. Expendituros

b2
b7D

b7C

j
!

i
I.,
I

j
I

.;
I

I
1
I
j

b2
b7D

During the period November, 1950, to June, 1951,
most expenditu:.'cs made on behalf of the NPPR were made in eonnec i iOl
with the legal defen:,e of Nationalists who had been incarcerCtted
in connection with the Nationalist uprising in October and
November, 1950. It is noted that the lawyer in charge of the
defen.se 'jlf PKDBOLJ~LBIZU CiJl1FOS, JUAN HERNi'JJDEZ V;,LLE, has boen
reported L f"-nd by an informant of the Insular Polic!' pc

active in the solicitation of funds. In December, 1950,1
'-----,I
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reported expenditures made at Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, by n':,F;.EL
CANCEL for the support of Nationalist families where the
breadwinner had been imprisoned for Nationalist activities.

In December, 1950,r--ladvised that JUAN HERNANDEZ
VhLLE was soliciting funds f~e legal defense of PEDRO ALBIZU
ChMFOS, and I Ireported that the Treasurer..
General of the P2.rty had ste.ted that the funds '!.hich were being
collected in the n~me of the NFPR were being used to pay the
lawyers who were to defend the Nationalists inC2.rcerated following
the Nationalist revolt. .

In March, 1951,0 ad.vised that ;;LFONSO Vi~LLE DI.!.Z
(an NPPR leader at Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico) had remarked on the
Party's need for money not only for the leg2.1 defense of accused
Nationalists bu:; also in order to retain the· Nationalist head
quarters at Sol and Cruz Streets, San Juan. hccording to the
informant, VALLE said th2.t the rent on the NPPR headquarters
had not been paid for several months.

. In Lpril, 1951,Dadvised that JUAN HERI'lhNDEZ VALLE
had stated th~t ~500.00 was needed in order to appeal the con
victions of NPPR members. HERNj,NDEZ V':.LLE explained that the
money was necessary in order to obtain transcriptions of court
proceedings to be used in the presentation of the appeals to the
Supreme Court of Puerto Rico.

D. Financial St;;,tus of the Party

i.ll information received indicates the.t the NPFR had
a difficult time securing the necessary funds for the legal '
defense of its imprisoned ~l'S during the period November,
1950, through June, 1951. advised in February, 1951; that
AGUSTIN MALDON1,DO, the lea or of the NFPR at Rio Pi.edras,
Puerto RiCO, h2d stated that the NFPR did not have sufficient
funds to pay the legal expenses necessary for the defense of the
·arrested Nationalists, ~nd that ~he Party members should be work
ing hard on the fund-raising drive •.

In~furch, 19~1r---lreport~dth~tl
I~~:~~=~==::I the NHE wa s 'sn;:;r:'t of fUll ds nec e-s-s-a-r-y---'f"'".o-r-t"'h'--e-a~d-e-q-u-e-:,t-e-'
defenSE: of the arrested members of the Party and ,vas also' in -

b2
b7D

.-.... ~ -_.~. . ...- '-~.".- ." ---~
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In June, reliable informant at New York
City, advised that r=:..::.::;.u--........:...=::.:;-the 'NFFR Municipal Board
at New York City send cash on hand to San Jua
since Nationalists somet ing important to communicate
by cable but could for lack of money.

J-.,--- --,
SJ 100-3 "~?:

, SECURITY m;OBMATiOU .~~\i':~"';

~
an, for nonpayment of rent.II said that I I
remarked that he did not kno~w the Party was going

o ra~se sufficient money to pay that rent. (It is noted that
elsewhere tn this report the rent of the NPPR headquarters was
listed as $40.00 monthly.)

c===Jadvised in April and in May, 1951, that the
Nationalists were experiencing great difficulty in their
attempts to raise funds.
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