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INTERVIEW. WITH BRIGHAM
_ - YOUNG.

CEDAR Crty, April 30, 1877.

Having received at Salt Lake, on
the 12th dnst.; a-telegram from
Brigham Young saying, “If yeu
come you will -find me at St.
George,”” I ptarted early next morn-
in ot;l the journey leading in that

stion, across the wvast deserts,
overthe wintry divides and through
cafions of Bouthern’

fah.  A'sec-
oud dispatch apprised’ me on the
way tha? the Presidefit would leave
St, George for the north before 1
could possi J
City, the remote little Mprmon set-
tlement from which this letter is
written, was appointed 'as ‘the
place of meeting. Here, at the foot
of an enormous mnunt.al’u,ahd lpok-
ing westward across a desolate plain
toward the scene of the Mountain
Meadow maseacre and of John D.
Lee’s execution, I 'was welcomed
this morning at the home of the
hospitable Mormon Bishop Henry
Lunt. Late in the afternoon Pre-
sidemt Brigham Young snd 'his
party, ia a train of five carriages,
drawn by four maules or herses each,’
also drew up at the Biskop’s home.
Ag evening descended lights shot
through the windows from the
broad fireplaces within, and’a sup-
per was spread in'the dining room
amid sounds of. jollity and cheer.
Shortly before eight o’clock, hav-
ing returned from a long walk, I
entered the house and was intro-
duced to John W. Young, who pre-
pared the way for my audience
with his father, the President.
Crossing the hall, he led me into a
Jarge or grand room, beaming with
light from logs of
and containing a small and distin-
guished company. Near the walls
aat or stood several Mormon elders

|

|

of this and neighboring districts. |

In front of them two or three bish-
0

t.hp: centre table were several of the
most elevated dignitaries among
the latter-day priesthood, Johon
W, Young, First Counsellor of the
President, took a seat with his back
to the fire, looking as bandsome, as
wise and amiable as be is really
known to be. Brigham Young, Jr.,
was not present, being confined to
his bed by illness. . To the right of
John W. Young sat Daniel H.
Wells, Vice President, his great
head, iron gray hair and beard
and resolute features making a
picture’ of | themselves. Wells
was one of the earliest Mormon
emigrunls across the Plains. from
Nauvoo, , and, . has since been

4

bly'arrive there. Cedar|

pine and cedar, |

until the time was ripe for their
destruction.

Brigham  Young — George A,
Smith visited this whole soulhern
region regularly, and beld meet-
Ings, as we are doing now. In faet,
he was the founder of Parowan—
the fiist settlement to the north—
on his way home northward. This
was the year of the massacre. They
met the company of the Arkansas

jemigrants not far from Fillmore.

[t was at Meadow Creek, I believe.

{Some 'of the emigrant company

lcame up to him and passed some
remarks, inquiring about the roads,
&c. . Brother George A. Smith gave
them all the desired infermation.
Some of the cattle belonging to the
company died, which they poison-
ed, and from the effects of the pois-

died. These carcases also
some springs. This raised the wrath
of the Indians.

Here President Young turned to
Dauiel H. Wells, his seecond coun-

was down here at that time for any
thing special?”’

not. He was preaching in the set-

| Lake, ad we usually do.

several visits.

this is pu
[ believe it to be true.
found amocg Howard’s reports.
that company or about their being
interfered with than you did in

New York. Had he
heard of it,

here; no mails were carried to Utah.

settlement as we have now.

testimony
there was some
of the
the massacre. This conviction is

Judge Cradelbaugh’s speech.

amoBg the strongest defenders

of the latter-day faith. He gom-

manded the Mormon army which
troops, 1857-8. Opposite Wells
lounged in his evercoat; and at his
accustomed ease, George Q. Can-
non, ''First [&n] ‘Apostle of the
Church and Delegaté of the Terri-
tory to Washington. His face
glowed with, a benévolent expres-
sion and his mannper showed all
that politeness which is natural to
‘bim. In thefarthest corner and in-
shadow, however, sat the most com-
manding person in the roem, Brig-
ham »Young ' never looked more
thoroughly like the patriarch that
his people love to call him than he
did on this oceasion. His tall,
broad form was enveloped from
shoulders to feet.in a robLe or cape
of dark cloth generously edged with
fur, & glimpse of the red- lining of

which showed from a corner turned
vp over his shoe. He wore a hat of

uliar shape, yet mot unbecom-
F:Em..h,ls 'Idnim or to denote his
dignity. < Under his pale and plea-
sant fn‘qu revealéd a spotless
cravat, and _l,an huge collar of silver
fox whieh away from - his
throat and 'back “behind -his head
set off his features finely. |
My reception in-. the:  ‘“Grand

Room™ was ‘graceful and hearty, |

and after I had been introduced as
*“Mr.——,” who represents the New
XcrkHerald, I was placed in the
vacant seat at the centre tabla,

" "The fullu#in% conversation then
took place, ] lnE without inter-
mission mearly three and a half
hours. I opened -it by describing
as accurately as I could the excite-
ment, in the East and West, caus-
ed by recent developments in re-
gard to .the' Meountain., Meadows
‘massacre, and the strong disposition
evinced in some quarters to fix the
responsibility on_President Young.
T instanced - especially Lee’s testi-
timony respecting George A. Smith,
one of the twelve apostles at that
time, whom I.ee asserts went for-
ward ahead of the Arkansas emi-
grant company, preaching against
*hem and and stirring ap the feel-
ijngs of the people against them

was a white man.

his own responsibility; the respon-
sibility attaches, in their opinien,
to the Mormon Church, even te its
lrighest individual officers.

Drigham Young—My dispesition
is such that had [ known anything
about it I would have gone. to that
camp andJfought the Indians and
part in the
perpetration of the massacre to the
death, rather than such a deed

white men who took

should have been committed.

during

in the Kkilling.
menced Lo speak

ing that the rumor which had al-

recital of it.

self proposed to Governor Cum-

the massacre, to render him and
Judge Cradlebaugh every assist-
ance in hunting up the perpetra-
tors and bringing them to justice,

thing

1856. -
Daniel II. Wells—<There are

him make 1t in publiec.

Agent at the time?

oned meat some of the Indians who
found and consumed the carcases
poisoned |

sellor, saying, ‘“‘Brother Wells, deo
you remember if Brother George A.

Daviel H, Wells—No, sir, he was

tlements between here and BSalt
He had
| part of his family living in Paro-
wan, having built a residence there,
and his being here was only one of

Drigham Young—Brotbher George
A, Smith’s testimony in regard to
published to the world, and
It can be

he possessed that | ghat the people of Utah could
knowledge I would certainly have | ohtain justice with an

for he would have

told me of it. 'He knew nothing | your people belieye they get their | ders its lead
were seated. Grouped around |about the eompany until he met | jnspiration through you, do they |ple for the

Llhem on his return north, near|pot consider themselves responsi-
Fillmore. There was at that time | pje to you for their acts? What ex-

no telegraph line running down | cuses them for crime?

Correspondent—The convietion is | obli

settled in the east,especially by the | gnotheras members of the Church.
on the I.ee trial, that

| _ ﬂarrsapon_dem—ltappearainuﬁﬂ-
checked the advance of Johnson’s|ible to outsiders -that Lee would serving

J. W. Young—John D. Lee, In
his testimony, says he informed
President Yeung of the affair when
he visited Salt L.ake City. I hap-
pened to be present when he came
in father’s office, and I was present
| the interview. He com-
menced to relate the circamstances
of the Indians Killing the emi-
grants,but did not intimate a single
word about the whites taking part

When he c¢om-
of the manner of
the deed father stopped him, say-

ready reached him was so horrify-
ing that he could not bear to hear a

Brigham Young—1 never knew
the real facts of this affair until
within the last few years. J my-

ming, who came here soon after

and if Mr. Cradlebaugh knowsany-
about this aflair he must
kEnow that to be true. That propo-
sition ‘'was made in the spring of

plen-
ty of witnesses to~that, for I heard

“Correspondent (Lo Brigham Yeung)
—What of your own experience as
Governor and ex-officio Indiap

Brigham Young—Governor Cunm-
mings took it away from me. This
point too was diffianlt to reach from

F - r
Salt Lake, and besides, according

to the rumors that reached us, the
people thought themselves that

the vengeance of the United States
troops. The burden of these ru-
mors was that the Mormons were to
be massacred.

Correspondent—To what do you
ascribe the massacre?

Brigham Young—If you were to
inquire of the people who live here-
abouts, and lived in the country at
that time, you would find, it it
'should be aceording to what I bhave
heard, that some of this Arkansas
company boasted thatthey had had
the promise from thelUnited States
that the Mormouns were to be used
up by the troops, and that they had
boasted, too, of - having helped to
kill Hyrum and Joseph Smith and
the Mormons in Missouri, and that
they never meaut to leave the Ter-
ritory until similar scenes were en-
| acted here.: This, if true, may have
embittered the feelin
wheo took part in the massacre, and
the probabilities are that Lee and
his confreres took advantage of
these facts and the disturbed state
of the country to accomplish their
desires for plunder, which under
other circumstances would not have
been gratified.

Cerrespondent — Have
opinion of Klingensmith's testi-
mony?

Brigham Young—I1 do not know
anything about it.

Correspondent—How was it that
Lee was at Jast,and not at first, con-
victed by a Mormon jury?

Brigham Young—The supposi-
| tion is that there was not evidence

GieorgeA.Smith knew no more about | enough against him at the first,that

there was esuflicient evidence
against him at the last trial, and

Correspondent—Considering that

Brigham Young—What causes

The United States government had | me to steal or commit any sin? Do

stopped the mails, and we bad 1no|[ prompt them ? No; but the devil
mails running from settlement to|and his agents do. All evil doing

is contrary to our covenants and
gations to God and to one

Corr ndent—Do you believe in

powerful direction | pJood atonement ?
part taken by the whites in

Brigham Young—I do, and I be-
lieve that Liee has not half atoned

strengthened by the statements im | for his great crime. The Saviour

died for all the sins of the weorld by

- Brigham. Young — Thete is no |ghedding his blood, and then I be-
doubt that the aflair was directed | jjeve that he who sheds the blood

by Jobn D. Lee, and he evidently | of man wilfully, by man shall his

blood be shed. In other words
capital punishment for offenses de-
death, according to the

have undertaken a task like thaton | jaws of the Jand. And we believe

the execution should be done by
the shedding of blood instead of by
hanging. Ir the murderers of Jos-
eph Smith were to come to me
now, giving themselves up, I
would not feel justified in taking
their lives, but i would feel justifi-

and there tried for murder.
Correspondent — Recurring  to

the Mountain Meadows massacre,

you are satisfied that Lee could not

tion fromm the north as to what
might be done in the ease of the
Arkansas company who were com-
ing down from Salt Lake?

Brigham Young— None that I
have any knowledge of, and cer-
tainly none from me.

Corr t—You did not give
any direction whatever as to the

fects?

Brigham Young —1 knew mno
more about them than you, nor do
[ to-day. I have heard that they
have been made use of, which 1
suppose is correct. Klingensmith,
who was[ -[a Murmnil :ﬁld re?ln iact:;g
bishop SU ppose a in the
apnila,’and because he held such a
position it is believed that the
Church used it.

Correspondent — Was he 'the
Chureb?

Brigham' Young— No, he was
only a poor, miserable sinner.

Correspondent—In this southern
country do the Bishops exercise
the functions of Justices of the
Peace?

Brigham Young—l do not know
that any of them do; and if any do
it is pnot because they are bishops,
but because they are elected justi-
ces according te the laws of the
land, -

Correspondent — The Mountain
Meadows massacre was 80 unique
that many curious questions are
asked in regard to it—for instance,
why woere Lthe Indians angry against
the Arkansas emigrants only?

|

they would do well if they escaped |

ed in baving them taken to 1ilinois |

bave received any previous intima- |

disposition of the emigrants’ ef- |

Other emigrant parties were pass-
ing through the country and were
not molested.

Brigham Young— As I under-
stand it, for poisoning the water
and poisoning dead cattle, which
some of the Indians afterwards ate
of and died. I would, however, re-
fer you to the settlers of Crow and
Meadow creeks, who lived there at
the time.

Correspondens— Is it true that
George A. Smith advised the people
not to sell their grain?

Brigham Young—We have been
scarce of breadstufis, and the na-
ture of his counsel was not to use

their grain for feeding animals, nei- | They lie.

|

-
—_—

amount to referees in ordinary cases
of business, and in cases of disa-"
greement between members or im-
moral conduct. From these courts
cases may be appealed to our High
Council, which consists of a presi-
dent, two counciliors and twelve
members. Their power extends no~

further than membership in the
Church is concerned.

Correspondent—How far does the

authority of the Church go in deal-
ing with cases of apostacy?
Brigham Young—We have. no-
thing to do with them; we let them
seriously alone, They say the
Church@authorities injure them.
We have no dealings at

ther to sell it to emigrants for that|all with such men, for their acts

purpose; but no such word was|prove their unworthin
ever uttered by him not to sell it | bership in our Chureh?

for breadstuff. We have always
made a practice of selling wheat
and flour to the emigrants for food
ever gince we came here. And I
will eay that I am at the defiance

gs of these|of the world to prove that the|e

heads of the Church had anything

to do with the Mountain Meadows |

paassacre,

Correspondent—With regard to
Haight and Higbee. Have you
anything to say as to their reasons
for getting out of the country?

ess of mem-

Correspondeni—How. do you, pro-
tect your faith' from outside infla-_
Eg?eu-—hnr do you keep. it isolat- -
Brigham Young—We are differ-
nt from all other Christian sects.
We are’ believers in the RBible, as
well as all the revelations the Lord
| has given to the children of maen,
| ascontained injtheQld’and NewTes-
tament, Book ef Hnrmnn,ﬂi?qor
of Do¢trine and Cevenants, and also
what be reveals through his au-

Brigham Youry—Ne, sir. I pre-|thorized servant when speaking or

evade the law.
Corr
sider

responsible for them?

yeu &an |gume, however, they are trying to|preaching under the influence of

the Holy Ghost. When a man

espondent—You do not con-|speaks by that spirit it is revelation,
yourself in the least degree |and if his hearers are

of
the eame they are able to judge of

Brigham XYoung—No, sir; not|the correctness of what he saye.

man of yeur city is.
Corr dent—It is understood

at the t that the Mormen

Church is a structure far more | my labors among the

closely cemented than this would

any more than Mr. Beecher or any | Job says, “Thereis a

irit in man,
and the inspirationoft aAImlﬁ‘htj'
iveth bim nnderstanding.” This
what I refer to. The object of

ple is to
get them the truth, and the whele-

imply—an exclusive organization, | truth, as it has been revealed. And

Dol standing in the midst of the conti- | they
y other jury. | pent, and governed from the head |spirit can bear witness to them.

must live so that this good

downward by a system which ren-{ Were it otherwise. I might deceive

preside?

Brigham Yeung—If the people
over whom I preside do asI tell
them to do there never would be
such occurrences. But if a member
of our Church lies, « beats, steals,
or Kills his Dﬁigl?’l

evil acts any more than, if a Cath-
olic were to kill, the Pope of Rome
wouid be responsible for his crime.

people do right unless th
to. ‘I am responsible for no man’s
acts save my own, '
Young Person (inshadow)—Then
under no circumstances does the
power of the President of the
| Church of the Latter-day Saints
extend so far that men’s lives are
at its mercy. For example, were
you to-day to say, ‘“Let such a per-
son be kilied,” would the wish be
inany instance complied with?
DBrigham Young—If I were to

bor, Brigham | to all the Church
Young is not responsible for his|rank?

ers peculiarly responsi- | them; but as long a= they have this
people over whom they |sp

irit no man can deéeive them.
Corr

espondent—Y ou, like the old
rophets, receive direct revelation
rom God? i
Brigham Young—Yes, and not
only me, but my brethren also.
Correspondent—Does that extend
without reserve or

Brigham Young—Yes; and it is.
just as necessary for the mother to
pussess this spirit in training and

[ am respopsible only for the doe- | rearing her children as for any one
trines I teach; but I cannot make | else.

ey choose| Correspondent—It is nﬁt abso-

lutely necessary, then, that each
pera;m receive revelation through
you .

Brigham Young—Oh,no; through
the spirit of Christ, ‘the Ho y
Ghost; but to dictate the Church is
my part of it: ' : .

Correspondent—And your autho-
rity to dictate is given directly by
heaverly inspiration. , ,

Brigham Young—Yes. I canre-
late a little circumstance which ex-

say, “‘Kill this or that man,” I my- | plains that and which may be inte-"

self would be a murderer; or to|resting  to you, -

‘When;d; with

say, ‘‘Take such a person’s money,” | others of the Twelve, was sent to

I would be a highwayman.

Correspondent—Y et, is it possible
that such a thing could be?

Brigham Young—Ilt never has
been tried.

Correspondent—1 want] to find
out what is the power of the Mor-
mon Church.

Brigham Young— The Chureh
has no power to do wrong with im-
punity any more than any single
individual.

Correspondent—Y et we know, do
we not, Mr. President, that such
power has been exercised in the
world’s history?

Brigham Young — You ask a
question that does not apply to the
Cburch of Jesus Christ of_Latter-
day Saints.

Daniel H. Wells—) udgﬁs
chus once said that if

England en a mission in the year
1840, I frequently asked Joseph
Smith how we should do thisand
ll‘;hat ?I Said he:—“Brother Brig-

am, i want you to nd
doetrine as it is. W-&en%mrgah
Enpgland the Lord will teach you
| what to do, just as he teaches me
how to act here.”” This I found to
be verily true. Brother Heber C.
Kimball and I started on that mis-
sien in poor bealth, without money
and without clothes. My family,
too were sick and but poorly off, we
having been driven from our houses
in Missouri. We started from Terre
Haute and travelled to Ohio; every
place I stopped I found money in
my trunk, and our expenses only
amounted to $86,and as I live I had

Broc- | no more than $13.50 when I started.
righam |I have one
Young **had crooked his finger,” | tell

gratification—when [
people that anything is true,

&c., he (the Judge) would have|they know it is true just as well as
been torn to atoms; but all there|] do.

was to that was, President Young
did not erook his finger,
Correspondent ( to

of Danites?

ly

tbrre:spundent—-'l'hen, as to the

The prophet, whose massive
figure ocecasionaliy swerved and

Brigham | trembled in its seat in theshadow
Young)—What of the alleged order |corner I have s -

ken of, lifted

face and both his hands with this

Brigham Young—That is all fol- | last utterance, making an impress-

ive and reverent gesture. _
Correspondent—If all n.embers of

extent of the temporal powerof the | the Mormon Church are thus en-

Church?

Brigham Young—It extends on- | it

dowed with divine wision, how is
possible that any number of

ly as far as membership is concern- | Mormons could have brought them-
ed. I may, however, advise a man |selves to the commission of such 8
how to build or improve his garden | crime as the Mountain Meadow

or field
may eith
without involving his fellowship.

Correspondent — Does not the| would be a

temporal of the

government

and if be chooses to be|massacre, if they did net find an
er receive it or reject it|excuse for deing

80 in their own
faith, or if they did not believe it
pfrmved by the Propbel:

Brigham Young — Because the

Church, in extreme “cases, assume | men who did it were wicked.

the functions of ceurts?
Brigham Young
we cill

—We have what | there in the o
bishops’ courts, which | Chureh that it allowed the perpe-

spondent— What defect is
ization of your

Corre



tration of that deed to go without
instapt mhhmﬂﬂ? 2.

Brig Young—That was s
m atter that pertained to the law of

ishment. There is nodefect in the
organization of the Church-—the
defect was in those who took part
in the massacre. The Jaws of the
land are good, but still men do not
always keep them. The Saviour
says that *‘the wheat and the
tares will grow together until the
harvest.”
men among us such sad experien-
ces would never happen, but be-
cause we have somie wicked men
:it::i“!?d we be blamed for their ac-
H i

the men who fi
sacre chiefs in your Church?
‘Brigham You Lee was a far-
mer among the
no presiding office. P. K. Smith,
however, was an acting binhnlp. '
thlqnl to the participation of
lowing conversation took place—
President Young—When I wasat
St. George, weneral C. C. Kich, of
Bear e,told me that he met part
of this company in Salt Lake City;
- he had- just come in from Califor-
nia, baving traveled this southern
route. And talkio
told me that he adv

ent—Were notsome of

as far, north as Bear River. They
returned, saying the
the southern road.

over six weeks, when they should
have been traveling, and when
they moved the
and it was believed, for
themselves, that they were waitin
for the arrival of thearmy.

hurry al

like other emigrants.
Daniel

. 'I'bat alone inflicts pun=~ |

f we had none but zood |

gured in the mas-|tainly have subdued the courage of

ndians, but held |¢

ans in this affair, the fol-f{the early Mormons, and the later,

|

with me he

them to ge
north; and he believed they went

would take
hey lay idle

obod§ e

y moved slowly;|to come here. e were willing
they said it | go through ard we did go through
£ | weeks, months and years of priva-

It was |tion and self-denial such as I homn-
very noticeable that they did not | est]

'nrmy and the Arkansas emigrants

~—these things ought to be Jooked at
carefully, and examined before a
great ple are censured ard a
reat
| ing to the perjury of a few wicked
members. The previous exoduses
of our people had taught them
what a threat from the United
States government to drive them
from any ground they had chosen
might lead to. They bad been ex-
pelled from Missouri and Illi-
nois by thousands aund from
olher &ifates by hundreds with-
in the recollection of the ma-
jority of adults then living, and
forced to travel across the Ameri-

urch is prejudged accord- |

| grant's greater height and strength
| warranted bim in almost any kind
of domineering. But I don’t be-
lieve that even & man like Lee—
old, crafty, experienced and sympa-
thetic as he was—could have got

that they went to do it, the deed
that John D. Lee, perhaps a crony
or two and a lot of dupes and
thievesand savages under his com-
mand, are agtually proven to have
done in that dark valley.

General Wells, having spoken for
some ten minutes as vehemently
and forcibly, some one said, as he

can desert under circumstances and
t obstacles which weuld cer-

communities whose members are
upheld by a religious faith or
naticism,” superior selfishness or
ride. Every one of those wagon
rains and bandeart trains and
mule pack trains which brought

away up and over the Rocky Moun-

| ganization.

ever did in his life, your corres-
ndent found, by a nod from Pres-
dent Yeuung,that he was at liberty
to pmmed.
Correspondent — Do foreigners
generally admire your system of or-

Brigham Young—Yes, only ex-
cepting theirsurprise that each man
is responsible for his own acts. A
gentleman from Pennsylvania who

tains to the Pacific slepe, brought
those and only those who were an-

xious to from the dan
and unhappiness they had endured
im the t and to find on the

whole continent of America that
solitary
was never likely to be imvaded by

ing and fairer portions offered so
many advantages te agriculture,
mining and other ploneer pursuits.
We came bere, in fact, because we
believed n Ise would wa::;.

belleve were never endured by
a Christian cemmunity. But now

- Wells—And that com- | we had made the desert to blossom;

];l:r, remember, was not in the|established ourselves, in fact. Oar
r

itory when George A. Bmith

left Salt Lake to make his southern | and understood to us.

ons were suryveyed, known
e had nu-

tour. How, then, could he, as has | merous settlements, thriving towns

been said, kill the
emigrants—saying they poisoned

_ people by arous- | gnd villa
ing a malicious feeling against l._hu the ﬂ]lmgm

cities, even. Though
te iml caused us tempora-
ry disaster we were proud of our

springs, &¢.—at a time when the |jncrease and of our improvement.
emigrants were hundreds of miles ft such a juncture we had heard

away, when he had not seen any
of them; and no one knew any of
their na and ‘when the emi-
grants themselves had mnot yet de-
termined upon their route through
Utal® Parties tiavelling to Cali-
fornia either take the northern
routs, by 'way of Bear River, or the
southern route, which they teok.
A:i for the advice about not selling
‘4

n,‘ht» was founded on a prili- the Te

news of Harney’s advance upon us;
that unauthorized advance which,

‘as you know, was aubuﬂuant-
ly repudiated by the United
States government. After the

| many years since we left the States
mutual struggles, sufferings, hel
fulness, extending through the
riod of planting and forming
tah "itself, all the settlements in
rritory bad been informed

ciple having mno particular refer-|that the United States army was

ence to
When be went back to the city
Brother
emigrants at Meadow Creek, as the
President has stated. They were

individuals or classes.

A. Bmith met these |

n advancing to drive them out
it into some other place, perhaps
destroy them altogether. Many

Eastern gentlemen well recollect
the fury that flamed when that

afraid of the Indiavs, and they | news entered Utah. Our folks were

came (o him askin
afraid of Indians, and he answered
no,and then they turned out their
horses too at Meadow Creek. He
was informed of the econduct of

these em ts in Utah also} that |
}:mhll:}dhn had d;:d .fﬂrnm the Ifi
ecls of ea ned meat, an

that they t& one Indian to a
wagon, kept him there some time
and whipped him, which made

them maad. = If this be true,and T
have no reason to doubt it, what
could we do about 1? We hiad all

we ma]ld do ourselves to keep peace

with the Indians at that time, In
1856 and 1857. Our crops failed, and
from that time more or less until
now have the people been counsel-
led to care for their gmin, and not
dispose of it unless in case of neces-

pity.

Brigham Young—The thousands
of 'emigrants that have passed
through here can testify that we
have always sold food to them
even in times of over-scarcity. And
although I bhave been offered $1 a
pound for flour, I have never taken
fr;m— them more than the ordinary
pﬂaﬁd H. Wells — The iruth
about this Mountain Meadows

massacre, sir, 18 that it was the|

result of a combination of ¢ircum-
stances such as will probably
never exist-again in any country.
Your people at the East cannot
understand it in ‘all its as

though they may be able to under-
stand some of them. Even the

people weat of us whe occu

a
country similar to our own ﬁ?ﬂ
blinded themselves in a great de-
gree to everything wh weuld

give them an- accurate view of the
affair. Our previous , the
condition of our people their
urﬁ]?‘-t. the time, our relations with
the pdlﬂnﬂ and the extraordinary
news
fed the simultaneous ad

vance on | ment scuffles o
Utah of Harney’s United States|ity and ribal

g if he was not | degperate. It seemed they had no-

where te turn; every ose prepared

| to resist; there was not a man, wo-

‘man or child who was net for re-
sistance., Now, when it was whis-
pered, qit:d it soon n not only
| to be whispered, but asserted, that
these Arkansas emigrants were
Jleagued with the soldiers, and that
some 6f them had been engaged in
the murder of Joseph and Hiram
Swmith, at Nauvoo, the air might
"have seemed almost as heavy over
Lower as it certainly was over
Northern Utah. Everybody re-
members how the people aved
when ordered out by President
Yeung te prevent Johnson from
entering the Territory, at what
might have seemed to another man
a most dismal moment of his career.
The President issued an order
which, while it obliged us to burn
forage in advance, set fire te the
grass at night, carry off animals
and do various other things to hold
back the enemy, absolutely forbade
a esingle man to shed a drop of

blood.

I remember when a young officer
of my command was captured by
one of your troops, a wallet fcund
on bim contained an order to him,
signed by me, on the back of which
was the usual inscription, ‘**Shed no
blood.” That order was taken first
to Johnston, and was afterwards
taken to Washington, and brought
out in the famous debate of the
next sessien. When the Arkansas
emigrant company passed through
Utah, and were in many parts for-
gotten almost as soon as reported,
there seems no deubt that much of
the disgusting and blasphemous
braggadocio with which many of
the men were charged must bave
been very vating at the time.
This impression I receive, of course,
from what I heard long years after.

‘and rumors which accompan-| There may have been some settle-

the route—profan-
arrayed against

greatly admired our organization,
when he was about te leave asked
me it I believed the Mormons were
perfect. The question was 8o absurd
that I had to laugh. 1If we were
perfect we could not remain here

Correspondent—Could the Church
ever have accepted from John D.
Lee the explanation that he mur-
dered the emigrants at Mountain
Meadows to shed their blood for the
remission of their sins?

Brigham Young—No; that ex-
presses the same old folly of our
enemies, Many men do wrong,
and afterward repent and become,
perhaps,even better men than they

were before. Peter did wrong in |

denying the Baviour, but still be
repented and became a great and
good man. Anybody may lean
over church walls after thorough
repentance’ and, forsaking their

each other, perhaps; and the emi-

together a force of Mormons in all |
Utah to do deliberately, knowing

placs for settlement which | on the earth; while we ourselves
perfect the doctrines we teach
other peoples, while the surround- | are perfect.

| peals to our noblest feelings because

what ment they make, I have
been a protector of virtue all the
days of my life.

Correspondent—How could the
women consent in their hearts to
share the same husbands?

Brigham Young — We believe
that the plural order of marriage is
true, and the truth is just asapplic-
able for woman as man, 1 dare sa
there are men to-day, who wis
they had another wife; and there
are single women who wish they
were married to such and such a
man. This is without any r
to divinity. And if the lJaw of ihe
lJand did not prevent men from
marrying more tban one wife there
wculd not be to-day so many thou-
sand old maids in the State of Mas-
sachusetts. Plural marriage ap-

we regard it as a divine principle, |
It is net for any carnal gratification;
if it were we need not go to Lbhe
expense of keeping and educating
several families, for we might adopt
the cheaper and mcre popular way.
It is the highest state of social
moral society, and will sooner or
later be recognized as such.—New
York Herald, May 6.

|

sins, may return to membership.
Correspondent—After the faces 1
have seen and the hospitality I
have experienced in Utah, Mr. Pre-
sident, 1 don’t think I need inquire
particularly at this late hour about
your present system of polygamy.
Brigham Young—I do not be-
lieve in polygamy—the definition
of which means a plurality of
wives and hmﬁnndai] bn;tl do be-
lieve in polygyny, which means a
plurality of wives. |
¢ ent— W hat is there to
warrant the saying that the system
of polygamy has a tendency
check the growth of intelligence ?
Brigham Young—The most satis-
factory proof that such a saying is
untrug wouald be to attend either

et

day or Sunday schools. Leok at one |

particular effect of il—see how it
assists c¢hild-bearing women. A
woman in child-bearing should not
ecohabit with her hupsband, and
neither sheuld she exhaust her
strength in any other way. This
order of marriage, when carried out
according to its laws, is the very
bighest order of marriage. HSeclen-
tific men who have visited us say
that if we adhere faithfully to our
erder of marriage there can be no
question that we can have the fin-
est race of people on the earth. We
believe, too, in all learning to work
aod being industrious; and tbat
every man and woman should bave
the anity  of = developing
themselves mentally as well a=
physically. In the present condi-
tion of the world this priviloge is
only accorded to a few.

Cor -~ Do you know
anything abeut the origin of what
is called the Bpaulding story,which
is said to be in reality the origin ef
the Beok of Mormon?

Brigham Young—I will tell you
all [ know about it. Joseph Bmith
and T were born in the same State,
and though unacqguainted we lived
near each other, And years before
[ was a “Mormon” I read in the
newspapers, before persecution
arose against him, that a gnung
man by the name of Joseph Smith,
living near Palmyra, had it reveal-
ed to him by an angel where there
was & record concealed of the abo-
rigines of our country. And who
knows (it said) but what the Indi-
ans will have a bible as well as the
Jews in Palestine? This was in
1819, long before the BSpaulding
story arose, which has oftea beea
proven false, and eleven years be-
fore the Church was organized.

Corr —The people of the
East are anxious to know some-
thing of the agreement with the
women in polygamy.

Brigham Young—It is none of
their business, no more than it is
our business to inquire of them




