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Members of Sawfl y Family Argidae 
(Hymenoptera) from Turkey
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Evaluation of previous studies considering 
synonymy or changes in status of taxa under the 
study showed that 22 species of the family are 
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Material and methods
Specimens have been collected from Central 

Anatolia mainly between 2000 and 2002 for 
three seasons by applying diff erent methods of 
collecting, namely sweep netting, yellow pan 
and Malaise traps. Several diff erent keys are 
used to identify the specimens (Benson 1950, 
1951, 1958, 1968; Koch, 1988; Zhelokhovtsev, 
1988). Specimens are housed in collection of 
Department of Biology at Cumhuriyet Uni-
versity, Sivas. A check list of species known for 
Turkey and a list of species recorded in present 
study are provided below.
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Arge aurata (Zaddach, 1864) Benson (1968), Wolf (1968) and Chevin & Desmier 
de Chenon (1982)

Arge berberidis (Schrank, 1802)Arge berberidis (Schrank, 1802)Arge berberidis Benson (1968) and Chevin & Desmier de Chenon 
(1982) and present study

Arge beckeri (Tournier, 1889) Benson (1968)

Arge fuscipes (Fallén, 1808) Benson (1968) recorded as A. clavicornis

Arge cyanocrocea (Förster, 1771) Benson (1968), Chevin & Desmier de Chenon 
(1982) and present study

Arge ciliaris (Linné, 1767) Wolf (1968)

Arge enodis (Linné, 1767)Arge enodis (Linné, 1767)Arge enodis Benson (1968) and present study

Arge frivaldszkyi (Tischbein, 1852)Arge frivaldszkyi (Tischbein, 1852)Arge frivaldszkyi Benson (1968) and Wolf (1968)

Arge nigripes (Retzius, 1783) Benson (1968) and present study

Arge melanochra (Gmelin, 1790)melanochra (Gmelin, 1790)melanochra Benson (1968), Wolf (1968), Chevin & Desmier de 
Chenon (1982) and present study

Arge ochropus (Arge ochropus (Arge ochropus Gmelin, 1790) Benson (1968), Wolf (1968), Chevin & Desmier de 
Chenon (1982) and present study

Arge pleuritica (Klug, 1834) Benson (1968) and Chevin & Desmier de Chenon 
(1982) and present study

Arge rustica (Linné, 1758) Benson (1968), Wolf (1968)  and Chevin & 
Desmier de Chenon (1982) and present study

Arge scita (Mocsáry, 1880) Benson (1968), Wolf (1968)  and Chevin & 
Desmier de Chenon (1982)

Arge simulatrix (Konow, 1887)Arge simulatrix (Konow, 1887)Arge simulatrix Benson (1968), Wolf (1968)  and Chevin & 
Desmier de Chenon (1982)

Kokujewia clementi (Zirngiebl, 1949) Benson (1968) records as K. ectrapela, and Blank & 
Taeger (1998)

Aprosthema tardum (Klug, 1814) Benson (1968)

Sterictiphora angelicae (Panzer, 1799)Sterictiphora angelicae (Panzer, 1799)Sterictiphora angelicae Koch (1988) and present study

Sterictiphora furcata (Villers, 1789) Benson (1968), Chevin & Desmier de Chenon 
(1982) and present study

Sterictiphora hannemanni Koch, 1988Sterictiphora hannemanni Koch, 1988Sterictiphora hannemanni Koch (1988) 

Sterictiphora nigripes Konow, 1899Konow, 1899Konow Muche (1972)

Sterictiphora turcica Koch, 1988Sterictiphora turcica Koch, 1988Sterictiphora turcica Koch (1988)

A check list of species known from Turkey
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List of species recorded 
in present study

Arge berberidis Schrank, 1802Arge berberidis Schrank, 1802Arge berberidis
Turkey: Sivas, Tecer [39°23’N 37°12’E] 
1300 m, 02.06.2000, 1.

Arge cyanocrocea (Forster, 1771)
Turkey: Ankara, Beynam Forest [39°41’N 
32°56’E] 1180 m, 15.06.1999, 1; Sivas, 
Karaçayır [39°54’N 36°58’E] 1750 m, 
01.07.2000, 1; 09.06.2001, 1; Sivas, 
Taşlıdere [39°39’N 37°02’E] 1230 m, 
22.05.2001 1; Kırşehir [39°13’N 34°12’E] 
970 m, 02.06.2001, 1; Sivas, Gürün, 
Gökpınar [38°38N’ 37°16’E], 28.07.2001, 
1.

Arge enodis (Linné, 1767)Arge enodis (Linné, 1767)Arge enodis
Turkey: Kırşehir, [39°14’N 34°12’E] 980 
m, 02.06.2001, 1; Sivas, Çallı [39°39’N 
36°44’E] 1300 m, 01.06.2001, 60, 
70.
Notes: Th is species was recorded by Ben-
son (1968) in Ankara. We have observed a 
huge population of this species on grasses 
under its host plant (willow trees) in early 
June 2001 by the side of Sivas-Yozgat road 
at Çallı village. 

Arge nigripes (Retzius, 1783)
Turkey: Sivas, Taşlıdere [39°40’N 37°02’E] 
1240 m, 22.05.2001, 1, 1.

Arge melanochra (Gmelin, 1790)melanochra (Gmelin, 1790)melanochra
Turkey: Ankara, Beynam Forest [39°41’N 
32°56’E] 1180m, 15.06.1999, 1.

Arge ochropus (Gmelin, 1790)Arge ochropus (Gmelin, 1790)Arge ochropus
Turkey: Sivas, Tecer [39°25’N 37°13’E] 
1350 m,  02.06.2000, 1; Sivas, Kampüs 
[39°42’N 37°01’E] 1260 m, 31.05.2001, 
2.
Notes: Th e species listed in Benson (1968) 
and Wolf (1968) under name of A. pyrenaica 
(André, 1879) is synonymised with Arge 
ochropus by Lacourt (1976) and therefore ochropus by Lacourt (1976) and therefore ochropus
excluded from the check list.

Arge pleuritica (Klug, 1834)
Turkey: Sivas, Taşlıdere [39°39’N 37°02’E] 
1230 m, 22.06.2001, 5, 5

Arge rustica (Linné, 1758)
Turkey: Malatya, Arguvan, Çobandere, 
[38°59’N 38°13’E] 1550 m, 05.1991, 1; 
Sivas, Tecer [39°23’N 37°12’E] 1330 m, 
02.06.2000, 1.

Sterictiphora angelicae (Panzer, 1799)Sterictiphora angelicae (Panzer, 1799)Sterictiphora angelicae
Turkey: Kırşehir-Kayseri road 15. km., [39° 
00’N 34° 04’E] 1010 m, 02.06.2001, 1
Notes: Th is species is collected very rarely 
and it was found in a wheat fi eld.

Sterictiphora furcata (Villers, 1789)
Turkey: Sivas, Kampüs [39°41’N 37°02’E] 
1255 m, 06.06.2000, 1; Kırşehir, Mucur 
[39°13’N 34°29’E] 1100 m, 02.06.2001, 
2.
Notes: Th is species was reported by Benson 
(1968) in İstanbul, Ankara, Amasya, Zongul-
Notes: Th is species was reported by Benson 
(1968) in İstanbul, Ankara, Amasya, Zongul-
Notes: Th is species was reported by Benson 

dak, Sinop and Erzurum. He synonymised 
Hylotoma gastrica Klug, 1814, Hylotoma gastrica Klug, 1814, Hylotoma gastrica Schizoceros 
nigripes Konow, nigripes Konow, nigripes S. henschi (Konow, 1907) S. henschi (Konow, 1907) S. henschi
and S. bleusei PIC, 1918, within this species. S. bleusei PIC, 1918, within this species. S. bleusei
However, Muche (1972) has later stated that 
Sterictiphora gastrica (Klug) and Sterictiphora 
nigripes (Konow) are two valid species and nigripes (Konow) are two valid species and nigripes
this opinion was confi rmed by Koch (1988). 
Chevin & Desmier de Chenon (1982) have 
claimed that this species occurs in Bolu. We 
have tentatively included this species in the 
list at present.
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