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This is the cover of a 1908 Scars 44 -page catalog offeting a

selectlon of ready-to- HbSCﬂ]bIC‘ homes.

No use hurtying, though.
‘we’re all 52 years-late
for ready -to-build offer

”BS";:cué'm HEWL .

CTHECHRONICLE o - .

Some 50 years ago. townsl’ug rcmdents could: plc
up a.8ears dnd Roebuck catalog and order just. *
?bcéut anythmg the wanted Evon a homc in Cr" )
-,_ Qari i i . i -

It may come’ 28 swpnse to many but at one tlme

' -..ISears did rhore than supply merchandise for home

“hearti &nd fatntly. In fact; right*here in Cranford; .

> off Watiiut Avenue, Sunny Acres is living proof of a-

ventuxe Scars undertook all across the country,

" Up unti! the turn of the century, Sears had been

- selling watches, tombstones and farm equipment

- through’ils mail order catalog since 1886. The

“Madern Homes" department made a debut in the

5pnng 1808 catalog. Later that year Sears issued a
| H-page catalog featuring 22 styles of homes. Over .

the next 32 years, more than 100,000 American

famlhos ordored homes from the world's largest

rctaﬂ S g
A 1913 model foaturcd 10 rooms, one: and on&
h'nlf baths and a wrap-around porch with balcony,
all for $2,000. For the average production workey .
who made a little more than $500 a year tl'us wis a
-bargain, - - . -

No one lmows how many Sears houses are stlll
standing today; but one thing.is certain, in some

- parts of the country they are “too expensive for the

average middé class family to affoid,” claims’
Smithsonian semor archltectural lnstonan Dr. Nina
Marefat,

“Sears homes tended to be pxcturesque and

quaint, the quintessential image of the American .

dream with enough vanahon to fit overy pccket-
book,” she added. - :

And there are some Cranford resndents who
would agree, since: many continue to live cormfort-
ably in'many.of the hones built: by Sears durmg
the early 1940s;.

All told, there were pmbably some one-half mil:
hon mail order homes built across the, country. In
-an era when'labor was relatively-inexpensive and'
power tools virtually unknown, the Sears kit hous-
¢s gained popularity due to the speed and ease ¢!

with which they could be constructed.The owner
supplied the land, foundation and permits, and

.. Sears’ promded Ovcr}'thmg else = flom T.]'IL hght . T

fixtures to the furnitiire. -
All housgs.awvere shxppcd by 1;111 buL Cuuuoxd

:.home shoppers-were-lackier thay thost. T hey had a-
model home.right here.in: town;: 1.1
- home. was. on’d
“afid Walnut averiues, in an arel ,
_known as Sunny Acr s, People ﬂb(_l\(.‘d 1of thc v
‘; model home, excited over _newspaper ads clmmmg

nspect. The

u:rtgn Read; Bk Gentenpiall

ono could own a-hame for as little as. $34-a month

" Under. the Scars “First. Homc- Cluily plan? i~
Cranford, 63 familics were able to realize the AITICI-
ican dream of owning a home. Impressed by the
fact the homes were not “prefab” but cqnstructed

of “Sears own quality materials,” and could be pur- . .

chased without a'down p'\ymcht the homcq sold
like-hot cakes..

In.Décember 1940, Mr. and M.!b Heclmond Jones
moved into thefirst, Se..u s-builthoine at 5 Chero-
kee Road. An arca once-covered by open pasture
soon became a thnvmg community of Scars-built

“"homes. But the result' was'distinctly Ametican,
.~ There were few inrovative, modern designs, the

~“styles often traditional- and mixed, all figuring sig-

“nificantly into why litde alchltoctul al attention wis
-'paud to these homes. ‘

-Despite the' rcsurgence in homc sales during the
late ‘303, Scars felt.profits were not stifficient to
remainin the housing business, At that time Lhe
railroads throughout the natien were in distress.

Freight rates were high and more and more materi- *

als were being delivered by truck, Either way, the
ready-to-assemble houses were too expensfve to

.-+ .Ship, and the final book of “Madern Homes!" was:
" published in 1940, Sunny AClOb was among the last
© Sears homes bLult

In the spring of 1‘)41 when Alg,onqum Drive and

_ Iroquois Road wexcjust Buck ruts inthe meadow
» . and Mohawlk Drive began at Raritan Road and
- ended in the woods where Otutnn Drive now is,

- many families were moving into nv w homes inan
area dubbed "Sunny Acres,”

Today on those same. tree-lined snwl:, rows of

immaculately kept honies attest {6 the figt “they

Jjust don't make them hike that anymwre,” But then
most residents. wha' hve in bunny Acres would tcll

'you that any\\ ay.
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Aerial photograph from 1940 shows home buyers the relative

positions of Sunny Acres,

Riverside Park and Winﬂald Park Photo Is credlted to "Tutile Cranford "
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In a Ictter to Umon County 8

1pe
‘ Schoo Is L‘Lonard T. Fitts, Garwood, Su )ennt(.ntlcm of =
- Schiools Walter 'E. Boright said, “Ttis with great pride

.thrce of the edumtmnal ijccuvcs app:ovcd By thc
A Dcpartmcnt of Educamon for the 1991 9" school

‘mot and e\c‘eodcd

1;intendenl ol chLsL Lwo pomth ory;

n our teaching smli “and smdcnts thate this distrigt.

*an ;e ot to you thut 1t lm&. not_only mel' but has -

) Mathomat,:cs ob]thwe By May 1992 " at least 90
“.pereent. of the' students “in._ grades® 3-4¢ will maot or-
'e\ceccl thr State ' MLP :(Minimum-Level. of . Profi-
1ency ki the mathummles pomon uf thu Iowa ’I‘es,t Of
“Basic Skills;, . -
. M'lth@mdlwb rosult: .The district m'xthcmdtlcs objec-
tive was ‘met and excecded for all latudents with more
than 90 pereent of the pupils in grades 3-and 4 ox-
cccdmg Lhc MEP 'in.the mathematics portior ofithe
actuality, 95.7 percent exceeded. the MLP
e Wntmg ob_}octw(, By May 1002, at leaqt 80 Percent”
, of the studcnts in. gradcs B8 will dcmonstr'lte growth
7. invritten, eomposmon skills by achmvmg at lcast 'a
“two, pomt mcrcqsc using ‘tho holisti¢ scoring, sa,stem
as mcasm(.mcnt by a teach('r (lcvclolved pxc and posb

eond ot kindey
race and Stinicity.

taining. a score
“post chocklist,

'scm‘e b80 percom

“tives, T heose must
tho Dep artmcnt of

..Plﬂnmng "Bomd wrestle with the-

tlhg objcctlv Was

issue of* insufficient. recreatxon‘jj
pact, A grelp &f citizens is moving'+
.. forward with a - plan 1o create a
+ - neighborhood park in honor of the!
. late Mayor Georgiana Gurrieri, =~

"Georgléma was totally dedicatéd‘

" 1o'the town,” said Michae! Crincoli,
-5‘c0unc1lman and chairman- ¢f the
. Memorial - Committee.
"was her No. 1 priority. She loved -
~ this town. She gave everything to

"“itit. She’d be happy and proud to

“The town

find out that she is still contribut-

Y 1ng to the town even though she's

ot here wﬂh s -
The" committze:. Wlll present its
‘plan ot the Borough Council's July

14 meeung, ‘and -ask: perrission ‘to’”
i 2. move ahead with. construction: Fhe:
. land, located at Fourth and Walnut .

- avenucs,-is owned by the boroiugh..
2 The proposal includes construction

of a gazebo and park benchcs as.

v wellas lo.ndscapmg
- Phymml ‘plans’:. are ‘oemg de~

signed by..committee ‘member-an
‘Planning *Board -adviser-Bill Nier:
rqtcdt ‘who aJso scx'ved on the- Plan-

with over 80.percent of -pupils in -
-'fgladcs 5~8 mcrcnsmg theu wntmg seale score by "at

th(} hmhstm sf_onng :,cale In actu

"nt‘utm an(‘Lilvc By Mmf 1‘]92, at l dstu.:'

RIRIg th()uf‘ll Accmui—gmélc Sk o

1 ‘(lcmun.ﬂratc an undcrbtdndm,g that Lende)

‘do.tiot limit’ COrGEr. “éhioice. by obs

of 80 perceni on' & tmchm dcveloped"' '

8 & Aanmahw-acmnn rasull: The *clrstnct af[irmgmve
actlon objective was met and exceeded. Moré than 80
poru:nt of the students in grades K-2 earned a score
“of 80 percent or higher on-a tmcher-dgvelopcd check-
“lstIne actuality, 94 pereent of tho pupils ecarncd a

or hlghc

© My Bnrlprht saicl \iml acearding 'fo state mmdatcs
fcn‘ thomugh and efficient edircation, cach school dis-
trict inthe stite annually'is required to develop with
stafl” and community input district educational abjec-

then b u.\u_\\cd und qppxowd by
I" uutlun

Rec staff lists playground winners

) +The Gm'wood rccncutlon ptogl am |
v opencd in- July “with a buw sched-

~ule of Tup-filled events on the hori-
zon.” According, to director Joseph

. FSCone more, than 65 children are

pammpatmg iry the program, which
runs daily ‘from 10 am.-3 pm. at
“"both Washingion School and Hart
man Field. Children must be 5
yca’ra old to participate. .

: Next weele events include a bi-

cyclc rally . al .Washington. School"
: on I\/Ionddy1 a bubble gum contest

ment - chnesclay An it
~erafts project is. pldnncd for Thurs-

‘McHugh;

’1\1csday anhd’ Nok Hockf‘y Tournd- |
and

dayanda3on3 basketball contest
in scheduled: for Friday, July 17.
Winners - in lhe ..)0 yard  dash

Mor_aday included:

W'lshmgton School
Ages 57, Tirst place, Chyis Mea-
gher,  second | place,  Jumes-
“third  place, Hamilton.
Wehster, ages [8-1Im _{irst place,
Ryan . Mcl-Iugh' ssecondd - place,

Nicole Porperas;
< first "place;

. Apes

place,

- DiStefiine;  third  place,
apes 12 and -up,
Pelusio; second
Appello;  third

Chrisuy,

Tl
place, Adrienne
place, Joe Pellusio
© Hartman Field

§-7, first place, Sonny Hey-
der, second place, Billy Legg; thivd
place, Rich- Post; ages 8-11, first
Anthony Petracca; scecond
place, Ken  Banie; third  place,
Jtmmy Marratta; ages 12 and up,

first place, Anthony Goedel; second

plnu: Martin Bu(.hl(_y

Scalzadona named honorary member. of Garwood Lions

'.['he Gmwood Lions -Club award-

"ed an_honorary. Lions. membership-

‘o Josephy' Scalzadona, the owner of
The Westwood restaurant,
“:President Frank Todisca tlnnked

' Hlm for.many ycars of support. He
""noted that .when

The Westwood
-started - its? Sunday  brunch busi-

noas Mr Scalmdnn:\ Lontmuucl to

-t

allow the club 16 hald. its ‘annual
pancake breakfast there despite
the fact that it was in competition

- with him, Mr. Scalzadona contin-

ued to donate free use of the Lacll-
ity to the Gaiwood Lions beciuse
he knew that without this tund-
aajser, the club’s abilily to- maintain
s chantabln civie dn(l scholarship

Jyou by

“programs wnu id bo threatened:

Sald Mr. Tedisco, “Such adts of

. sellless giving far so many ycars

Aol us that Joo Sealzacdona under-

stands what Lienism means and
" what e stand Tor, Fle is truly one

of us and we-can only say thank
tcmgmznuf him- with . a
mvml:mslup

24 mectmg The:. report to; Garw

‘ J9f neighborhopd parks’
in the northeast and” soqthwes‘c._.

s of the horoughland’ suggested

\borough -owned properties.

“We 'wanted-a-lot that was cen: .
trally located.and that would serve -
-‘as a-park:where people could meet -

to talk or read,” -expldins Mr, Crin-

coli, “We' wanted 1o give residents -
something nice to-look at.and 19
ceme to when* they wanted to -

relax.” The park will not include’
any, playground equipment. “This
will be strictly a neighborhood park
where people can come and sit.”

+ In addition, the plans call for the

erection of three flag poles’ can'ymg';'

‘¢éumell ook ‘Intd ‘the creation™ thi
of mini or nenghbozhood parks: on,_-‘

,membérs

Conti Pau]

the American flag, state flag,’ and'j' B s

the soon-to-be Garwood flag.

“It was Georgiana's - dream to .

have® a ‘Garwood' -flag,” . said Mr.. - -

Cnncoh “So, we will have -da con-.

“test, -open to all resxdents to design

“atown flag.;

Ms.. Gurrien wzfs the boraughsj-.’
first woman.mayor; having-sérved -
‘fror 1987 until -her-death” in' No-'}':

vember 1990'_ Accordmg to
‘ d'on;
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o We have becn authonzed 10 sell thc'éﬁtlrc collectlon of
L CASABLANCA® FANS—OvchOO[nodclq ~ at 50% off*

77

prlu.- lmludea wull conlml

PANAMA V 527

Snow White

DELTA 11 52%
Antique Brass
3 speed reversible

e poyr 1

STEALTH 527
Glossy Black or.
" Snow White

.$198-‘.177 **

s Aickodt ikl

price Includes lemperature
modernting mnlrol o

1o
| !

o While we stock 70 modcls this sale includes llLrns we do not

stock and all special order models.
ok Snow While & Brass. All Palished Brass or all Snow Whilc are less

- HOUSE of LIGHTS |

U.S. HIGHWAY 22 » GRLEN BROOK, NJ
Opposite Crystal Mazda Mall « Adjacent to Arthur's

ot g Card

Showroom Hours: Sat. 10 AM -

800-287-7897

5 PM = Weeknlghts to 9 PM

- | NOW IN OUR 28TH YEAR AT THIS LOCATION '
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IF'orbes Newspaper.,

August 12t

for more

Watch' For Om
Next Edition

Appearing monthly. in your local
Reserve your ad

space now for our nest edition:
h, 1?[11 and 14th

~Call Lisa at
722-3000" Ext. 6100
information
or o reserve your ad space

Oprometrist

Cranford
Eye Care

08) 1760200

Dr, Alan Glickman

’) Nnrtl\ Avenue Wese
Crantond, NJ 0010

| Qe What does 20120 wasion

mean

/
A. 20/20 wvision s a term wsed
toexpress nofmal - visual acuigye
vehe clarity o sharpness ot v
Mo measured at o distance ot fq
o fre I vau have 23720 vidond
vou can see vlearly av 23 tewt
what should normally he seen e
that distanee. It you have* 237120
vistoq, 1 means that you muose bo
v oclose iy 20 teet to see what
prison with aotal viion ¢ lll_\u]
a 198 feet,
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