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No use hurrying, though;
we're all 52 years late
for ready-to-huild offer

This 1940 advertisement touts the Cranford Home- Club Colony
homes, which started at $4,000 and offered FHA mortgage pay-
ments as low as $34 monthly. -• . • . •• . .'•"••••

, Some 50 years ago.township residents could/pick,
•up aSfiars.and Roebuck catalog and 'Order just- :' •'•"; '.
.about anything" they (vanted.. Even-a-ftom^in Craj>-
: f Q r d . - r ; ' " • . : ' • > • ' / ' ;;'; '-". ^:•'••• • : • : ' [ • • • - ' : ? ; • . . ' . .

• . It may cornea •surprise to many but at one. time
iars:did more.than supply merchandise for home,

hearthi'Sna family. In fact; righfhere inCrartfor-d, ...
Off, Walnut Averiue, Sunny Acres is living prcipf.of a
venture Sears undertook all across the country.

Up until the turn of the century, Sears had been
selling watches, tombstones and farm equipment
through it's mail order catalog since 1886. The
"Modern Homes" department made a debut in the
spring 1908 catalog. Later that year Sears issued a
'M-page catalog featuring 22 styles of homes. Over".
the next 32 years, more than 100,000 American
families' ordered homes from the world's largest

Scars'provided:-everything else. — frpm the" light
fixtures to the'.furniture.- .' ' ' •' '

-• All houses-were shipped by rail,- but Cranford
: .home shoppers were-lueWer than most. They 'had a

model home.right here in: town: to inspect. The
;hqrnpwasohKaj:tt;mfTtoad7b^l^^t^&ntennia

,, ,' I 1 ' 1 ' -" 1 1 0 ( n ' •

/ .
I-".'. A1913 model featured 10 rooms, one and one-
half baths and a wrap-around porch with balcony,
all for $2,000. For the average production worker '
whoxnade.a little more than $500 a year, this was a,
b a r g a i n . • • • • : .

No one knows'' how many Sears houses are still
standing today, but one thing.is certain,, in sorr)e: •"
parts of the country they are "too expensive for the
averagemiddle class family to afford," claims' • "
Smithsonian senior architectural historian Dr Nina
Marefat.
. "Sears homes tended to be picturesque and

quaint, the quintessential image of the American •
dream with enough variation to fit every pocket-
book," she added. ' • • •

And there are some Cranford residents who
would agree, since many continue to live comfort-
ably in ••many, .of the homes built by Sears during •
the early 1940s. ..'

All told, there were'probably some one-half mil- "
lion mail order homes built across the. country. In
an era wherilabor was relatively inexpensive and'
power tools virtually unknown, the Sears kit hqus-,
es gained popularity due to the speed and ease • ;
with which they could be constructed-The owner
supplied the land, foundation and permits, and

;.hqrnp.was,oh;Kaj:tt;mTtoad7b^l^^t^&ntennial; '••••
••'and Waln'ut'avenues, in an ar'pa'^at.w'ouldbecome
. known as Sunny Acres. People,llcickcd to.the..' •
; model home, excited over nc.vYst5up.er ads claiming
oho could own ahome for aslittic as. $34: a "month'.', •

Undor.'the Sears "First' Home- Club :plah'jV in-::':" .
Cranford, 63 families were able "to realize the Amer-
ican dream of owning a home. Impressed by the
fact the homes were not "prefab" but constructed
of "Sears own quality materials," and could bo pur-
chased without a'down payrnch't; the homes sold
like hot cakes.. • ' . - .

: In December 19J0,;Mr.;and IVtrs..Hcctmond Jones
moved into the'first Sears-built: home at 5 Chero-
kee Road. An area once-covered by open pasture
soon became a thiivxng.community of Sears-built
homes. But the result'was'clistinctiy American.

' There were few innovative, modern designs, the
styles often traditional-and mixed,"all figuring sig-
nificantly into why little -architectural attention was

• p a i d t o t h e s e h o m e s . • • . . ' • • ' ' • .

. Despite the'resurgence .'in'homo sales .during the
•late'30s, Sears' felt-profits were hot sufficient to :' ••
remain-hi the ..housing business. At that time the
railroads throughout the nation were in distress.
Freight rates were high and more and more materi-
als were being delivered by truck. Either way, the
ready-to-assemble houses were too expensive to
ship, and the final book of "Modern. Homes" was.
published in 1940. Sunny Acres.was among the last
Sears homes built.

In the. spring of 1941, when Algonquin Drive aud
.Iroquois Road wercTjust truck ruts in the meadow
.. and Mohawk Drive began at 'Ran tan Road and
ended in the woods where Orutpn Drive now i.s
many families were moving into new homes in'an
area dubbed "Sunny Acres." .;• .

• Today on those same-tree-lined streets, rows of
•immaculately kept h.omes attest to the fact "they •
just don't make them like that anymore^'But then
most residents who live in Sunny Acres would toll '
you that anyway.. .

..;:_: . . ; .;",.;C v,-.- ;'••'.. " ' ̂ ^ ^ f t ^ ' ^ ^ffM'-

This is the cover of a 1908 Sears 44-page catalog offering a
selection of rendy-to-assemble homes. Aerial photograph from 1940 shows home buyers the relative positions of Sunnv Acrpq

Riverside Park, and Wlnfleld Park. Photo Is credited to "Turtle, Cranford."

• ) " • ' : , : • • . • , ' • • • '
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\ Planning '.Board wrestle, with the
issuo;-.: of.' irisiifiicieht,'. recreation

•••space,"a gr<piip'6f citizens is moving'
forward with a plan to create a
neighborhood, park in honor of the.
late Mayor iGeorgiana.Gurrieri. ..

"Georgiana was totally dedicated,
to the town/' said Michael. Crincoli,
councilman, and chairman of the
Memorial Committee. "The town

' was her No. 1 priority. She loved
this town. She gave everything to
it, She'd be happy and proud to
find out that she1 is still contribut-
ing to the town even though she's
not here with us."'.;

";:':: The Vcomrnittee: "will present its
'rpiarv at the Borough' Council's July
.14 meeting, 'and ask- perniissipn'to'
.move ahead with cohstruetion: The
• land,-.located at .Fourth and1 Walnut
. avenues, is owned by the borough.-.
The proposal ihdudes.construction-
of a gazebo and park benches as

. W Q U ' a s ^ l a n d s c a p i n g . " . : •.'.-.'••.. •• ••'•;'. ',•' '•'.'•'..'

'.:'.' Phy.sicai^;planvs;. are-.- being .•.•qle«
.signed- by-'Comrruttee-rnQmber;;an.d>

^Planning''Board adviser •Bill Nier*;

..•p.tcdt,. whp..aisp-.seryed-on the-P.lan-
'Vriing •B6ard!s -.'rcprei'atl'on ''Jarid •operc..
'• •.spaco . /corrtrhittee'.-',' The.'- Plan.rung;

-Boai'd ;aclppted. t ha t cornmi.ttee's. rtv.
port', 'arid."recomrnehdatipns •c.on-

g'"trie lack of'recreatiqri.op--,
• .pbi1urii.tj.es'• tyitritrl..the b^rpiigh.a^
.'.its..̂  June,'-24 .;.'ra'eeti.rĵ ;..';TJĥ ;-.. report'.',
•.•cited;'a'laek-;qf neighborh6bdrpafks,:-;

•.•irv' the no.rt'heast' and southwest'-
: parts' qf thO borough 'and suggested.'.
."tne'^ounciX look infe • the ctfeatibVi
of mini of neighborhood parks on. •
iborough-p'.yned properties. .;•
• "We wanted a lot that was cen:

.-traUy locatcd.and that would serve .
•a? a park where people, could meet
to talk. or. read,", explains Mr. Crin-
coli. "We wanted :to give residents'••

'something.nice to. look^ at.arid.to•
come to when- they wanted to
relax." The park will not include
any. playground "equipment. "This
will be strictly a neighborhood park
where people can come and sit,"

In addition,, the. plans call for tho
erection of three flag poles carrying ;
the American flag, state flag, and •
the soon-to-be Garwood flag. "
.'.; "It was Georgiana's • dream to

..have a Garwoqd; flag," . said. Mr.
: Crihcoli. "So, we :will have a. con-,
test, open to all residents, to design

" a t q w r i . flag." ,• ':••.-•- • : ; • • • . . • • . , ? • -

; : "Ms. ;.Gurrieri: w i s : the borough's .
'..'first .wom.an.m'ayqri-.hiving-served
from 1987' until her.death" in'No-'v
vember 199.0,. •According to.: Mr..
v G i j t e ; G M r i d ^ ' '

.tiori.qj)'.-;ciyic;orgariizatiorts'.ari'd ^p r

litacaj: teardsl: ;f'Sh>:dpvbteU:her-l5fe
to . Garwood,:.,-serving:,.:S^-p..', -corn,-"'
'•murury--''foriaim1Sat;'2lJ'.'yeahi,>' h e

s a i d : . ' . ' : . ; ; . : " • ; . • , ; • . • ,.; ' : ' ' l ' ' . . ! : : ;

. The park, .will; be-.' funded' solely.:

'through '. priV^te-S ' CorftriJautjOfis'.<•
"Once.We gairi:.approyal'.'-.frohi tihfc--:-
council,, we will;bel|j-Q;-'to'-r9isc'.;tjrte.-
funds," stated W/Ctoc6'li;:wh.qtis.: .
timates .the total cost-at $.6,000. • ':|.':'
• Contributions- 'rriay be sent, Ito

Borough -• Clerk..; Doris:.;.Poiidpte,
committee, ttea;surer,;: at; bprbu|h:- •
hall. Checks $hquld.,b(5 made' OMtjtb•;
Memorial for.(^pr'giar\a;G.urti6ri.i :;'•

Also serving pn the; cbrhrftitt'eej is:..
Lillian Gur^^'j''//:$ecf.etajpyii;;.'''a1 ad.
members' -T^^Si.^ijCtolv^U'^v A; i»! •'.
Conti, Paul ^TJeVeriUto.-'rCh^tihe'
Guitieri,: Chajles:1'Lprnbardo',--̂ ^ Deri-':
riis McCarthy'/'Agnei-; Mcttoiiouf ;hii---
Barbara Morgan,:^d,R^ph Ufri^o. ••

Pre-schooji
' •; The Garw6qd- ^ q
ers have plajiried;a rjwrhberslip;:
picnic H a.m.:Tii]6s'ddyVJuly-'.l'4,

V
at

;n

.Gr,yjMij r;teaGuMeri isfervcdpn\^e
>.' cfbuhcil^: fqpvi29ye'ars'. before- •:. being;.
'elected•maypf,'and.alsp.:s.erv.e'c>'the:

i ^ b h h r ^

1 Parents:'and.:pre-schpol-^c
..'arer.irtvited -.-to'; meet.:.new .friends
and-learn. about the. active play-
group,...Free..hot dogs.'and.-.beyj!r-

iv'agos;' will•; be"1 served.'-'Thefe "will 3c
' crafts, for cluldi'en,' Call Helen- B, ir-'
Stolick'at 654-7238; ')s • ; ' • :"''"

:

••';, The GarwoPd p.Uĵ liC; school ^strict ii'os"exeec.d(?d'ali:
three of the ..educational;'pbjectives :.approvcd -by'the
•NJ'..'.pepartrncrit^;Educatioft-for:the^99-ir92'sdi6oT
year.

;
 . • • - . . : . . . ' • • - . - . . . . . : • • • , . • . . , • • , . - . . • - . . , ' •: • • ' • - . • • •

.' In. a letter,:.to -Union .County. :Superiatencle.nl of.
-Schools Leonard:T.'Eitts, GaiwooolSuioerintendent of
-• Schools \yalter E. Boright said, "It is with -great'.p'ridp'
•in our teaching staff and students-'.that- this- district-
can report: to • you that. it. has not only .mot-but'.has :

•'e'xcoedeH^'its '•c'd-u'cbtiorial- obiaetaye'S-fiK-"t-h '̂•••100'%-$£'•
' s c h o o l t e r n r . " • • • • ' • • " ; , V . - ' - . . • :••'••: ' A - ' ; " . : " . - . - • ' ' / • • ' . : . : ' . - : / : ' \ ' r •'•; '.'••

* Mathematics -objective: .By-May ,1992,;. at least'.90'.
percent,.of -the'1 students in gtades 3-4 will meet or
exceed•.thtr.SUite MLP. .(Minimum-Level•. of • ProO'

. cichey);iiT:the- .teatricOTdtiesvportibri.pf the Iowa Test -of.
-Basic Skills:. .. .'-'• .. . "'" '. "•• ' .-
• Mathematics result: The district mathematics objec-
tive was .met and exceeded for all'.is'tudents with more
than 90. percent of the pupils in grades 3- and 4 ,;cx-
:cceding ..the-'-MLP in-|he mathematics portion1: of-'the
.1TBS'. I.nva'ctuality.,:.95'7 percent cxceeded-.thelVELR'.-'' -
' • .Writing objective:.By May 1992, at least'80 percunt'
of the students. in:.grades 5-8 will demonstrate growth-:
in v\Tit.teri,,Gomi5ps-ition skills by achieving at least a

;.two-rpoint:incrcase using tho holistic scoring, system
' as measurement.by a teaclic.r-de'vcloped pre-and

gp,;;;.,; ^ ^
.'•....Writing • "result:'; Tlic; ; 'district'writing objective was
:met:'ah"d'.'exte^cd\w|thyVovlMv'80'.-;pcrcerit of.pupils in -
glide's ;5-8 .increasing .-their .writing' scale" score by at

. least two points on- the-hplistic scoring, scale.. In. actu-
•ality;;...thc average:' ritta.of .gr'owtTi for all grade .5-8
studerits•':'Vyas.i:'sl.ighlly.-higher, than. 3 points on'-the.-
holistio-scoring scicle.',--• ' , ' . ' •" . ' '•' '•• ' . '
'• AiTi.rni.i.vtive-a('tiqn; 'objective:; By May .1992; at lpast

'•:;8tt' ptM'.tre'nl' o tkibt j er-gai t x • n: .•trxjviijg-lj^GOntt-grafJG/stiji';,;-,
'dcnta-'\«fll>('.lomunst.rate- an .und'erstandling that gender,
race'ah'd etlihiciity.do. not limit- career': c:hpice by-ob^;
taining.-a score of 80 percent on a tciVcher-dcvcloped"

; v . T t o "affirm'crti've •
action-objective was met and exceeded. More than 80
percent of the .students in grades K-2 earned a score
of 80 percent or higher on a'teacher-developed check-,

'list. In actuality, 9:1 percent; of the "pupils earned a
score''6f80!.p&recrit'or higher. '..•

Mr: • Boright' saiVl Vh/it according'to stnre mandates
for thorough and efficient education, each school dis-
trict in the state annually' is .'required to develop with
staff arid community input district educational objec-
tives,. Theso must then-be: r-cvic.wed.and approved by
the Department of Education.1
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We have been authorized to ]scii:Hhfî M-tiire""c©Llection;6£v
CASABLANCA FANS -.Gyer 20Q models - at 5D% off*

Ret staff lists playgrooiid winners
PANAMA V 52"
Snow White

> The Garwood'recreation.program
opened in-July-with a busy sched-.

.ul.e'of'furvfillccl events on the hori-.
zpn. According, to director Joseph
EScqner more than.G5 children are
participating in the progi-am, which
njns daily'from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at
both Washington School and Hart-
man Field. Children must. be 5
years old to participate.

•. : Next week events include a bi-
cycle rally, at .Wasliington- School
on Monday, a bubble gum contest

Tuesday,, and :Npk Hockey tourna-
ment Wednesday. An arts and
crafts project is. planned for Thurs-
day and a 3 on 3 basketball contest
in scheduled for Friday, July 17.

Winners • in the • 50-yard dash
Monday included:' '

Washington School
Ages 5-7, first:place, Chris Mea-

gher; second place, James
McHugh; third place, Hamilton.
Webster; ages ,: 8-1 Im .first place,
Ryan .' McHugh; -second place,

Christy.- DiStel'ano; third place,
• Nicole Perperns; ages 12 and up,
• first "place; Paul I'elusio; second

place, Adrieniu.' Appello; third
place, Joe Pellusio

' Hartman Field
. Ages 5-7, first place, Sonny Hey-
der; second place, Billy Legg; third
place, Rich'Post; ages 8-11, first
place, Anthony Petracca; second
place, Ken Banic; third place,
Jimmy MarraUa; ages 12 and up,
first place, Anthony Gbodel; second
place-.,.Martin Buckley.

$285.77.
; price includes,will/ conlrol

STEALTH 52"
Glossy Black or
Snow White

Scalzadona named honorary member of Ganvood Lions
. The Garwood Lions Club award-'

• ed'an.honorary Lions.membership
to Joseph Scalzadona, the owner of
The »We.st\VQod restaurant. :

... President Frank Todisco thanked
. him for many years of support. He

noted that.when .The Wcstwood
- started • its'; Sunday . brunch busi-
ness, Mr, Scalzadona continued to

allow the club to hold its annual
pancake breakfast there , despite
the fact that it was in competition
with him, Mr. Scalzadona contin-
ued to donate free use of the facil-
ity'to'the Garwood lions because
ho knew that without this t'und-
•raiser, the club's ability to-maintain'
ils charitable, chic and scholarship

programs would be threatened.
Said Mr. Todisco, "Such acts of

selfless giving -for so many years
tell, us that Joe Scalzadona under-
stands what Lionism means and
vvluit \ye'stand for. Ho is tally one
of us and we can only say thank
.you. .by recognizini.; him-with, a
membership."'. ' •. •

$61977
price Includes temperature
moderating control

198.77DELTA II 52" 41 HO 77**
Antique Brass
3 speed reversible
While we stock 70 models, this sale includes ilcms we do not
stock and all special order models.

** Snow While & Brass. All Polished Brass or all Snow White arc less

HOUSE of LIGHTS
U.S. HIGHWAY 22 • GREEN BROOK, N.J.

Op|K)sltc Crystal Mazda Mall • Adjacent to Arthurs
Showroom Hours: Sat. 10 AM - 5 PM • Weeknlghts to 9 I'M

800-287-7897
NOW IN OUR 28TH YEAR AT THIS LOCATION
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FOR YOUR HEALTH

. Watch For Our
Next Edition

Appearing monthly in your local
Forbes Newspaper. Reserve your ad

space now for our next edition:
August 12th, 13th and 14th

Call Lisa at
722-3000 Ext. 6100.

for more information
or to reserve your ad space
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J3 North Avenue West eve ex.linm.u|On.
ri.inK.nl, NJ 0''0l(. . . . . ;

Dr. AIJII Glicknur

Optometrist

Crantord
Lye Care

Deadline: August 6, 1992 L_
-The Chronide- -The Chronicle—^

, • (

• *


