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/ Ohungking

China is a nuisanee ak best und somea-

and mwl showed guite plainly of what
these ‘‘goids’’ are composed. Some
peopla are still worshipping them.
What a tragedy it was! These piles of
rubbish unable to protect themeselves
being' asked for help by igworant peo-

Trackers Pulling a Boat Through One of the Rapids.

ple who spent their few c¢ash for in-
cense and spirit money to burn before

engaged and one family happened to
have n few dishes and cooking uten-
gils. So we immediately went aboard
and all ate together until our things
reached us.

There were three families and each
hiad its own boat. Houseboats vary
but onrs were alike, the kind known
ag four room houseboats. Such a boat
ig about sixty feet long and ten or
twelve wide, Twenty or twenty-five
faat in front is reserved for a deck,
not however for the pleasure or rec-
reation of the passengers. Herc the
fifteon or twenty men employed as
garsmen and trackers sleep, eat, and

them.

A story was told us which shows
that the priests are not believed free
from the faults of ocommon Tpeople,
We were shown a hole into which it
was said that rice once flowed every
day, a gift from heaven to supply the
needs of the priests. Greed prompted
them to enlarge the hole so that they

Between Ichang and Chungking the
gcenary is mangnificent. The river
flows through a series of gorges from
two to thirty miles in length, the
Ichang Gorge, the Granary, the
(loomy Monntain, the Ox Liver, the
Windbox, and.athers. Great walls of
rock Tise on both sides and in some

'times worse. Generally we count a
i{:hinesu dollar worth about fifty cents
(ot United States money. But varia-
‘tion is such that for a thousand dol-
(lurs of Unela Sam's currency o man
iy one year recgive twenty-two hun-
inlrmt Chinese dollurs and the next year
{only eighteen hundred. And expenses
are sure to be most when exchange is
lowest, Recently exchange has been
fap and down amd in Chengto, the
‘papitel, mwen have sven been beheaded
|for refusing to take too little cash in
exchange for silver.

Yesterday my husbond met on the
street two men on their way to execu-
| tion, Each ons had on his head n
placard telling the nature of his of-
fense, Twenty soldiers wers guarding
thhew ond two soldiers were holding
ench prisover. Iniront of them walk-
acl the executioner carrying his huge
sword. People on the street were
careful not to come too wvear and one

| work— Back of the deck—are—fenr

rooms. The firet two are each anbout
seven feat long. The one next to the
deck wae used as a sleeping room and
thie second as dining and living room,
Behind this was the kitchen, some-
what smaller. The last room, which
occupied the rest of the space, was
known as the.captain's room, Here
wera kapt the ropes for the trackers
and bere the ‘‘rudder-man’ stood,
steering our boat through rapids and
shallows. You can imagine that with
thie necessitieas of housekeepiog eyen
on a very limited scale our guarters
were decidedly cramped. Our cook
slept on the floor in the kitchen.
Whenever he had a chance he went
ashore to buy supplies. With a tiny
stove and a table to share his compart-
ment he had just about room to stand

" but in.some way or.other he mannged

/

to keep us well fed,

During the day unless there is a
good wind for sailing the men either
‘‘teack’ or row. Our boat had two
onrs,- some have more—exceedingly
awkward affairs, each manipulated by
from gix to ten men. They are not
nsed as oars at home; I scarcely know
how to deseribe the motion. The
men stand in a row with backs toward
the middle of the boat and both hands
gragping tha oar which is held paral.
1ol to the length of the boat., To the
rhythm of their rode boatmen’s songs
and shouta and the pounding of feet,
they move the onr back and forth,
goarcely rnising it out of the water.
One wonders how the boat moves at
all but it does,

At menltime—which fora Ohinaman
is almost any time—the men sat on
the deck with their bowls of rice and
vegetables® while the boat went on if
there was wind enough to fill the sail
.or was bronght to shore if thero was
not. Between Icshang and Ohungking
they ate.three times n day; betweon
andd 8nifo it wns flve
times, All this not from a difference
in noed but beoanse it is custom, If
you want to know what custom is,
.0omo to Ohina, It is the iron-olad
thing that holds the peoplo to certain
winys of doing and thinking because
it hns beon so from time immemorial.
Rehgon apparently has no place in
‘theik reakoning. .

In ko evening an nwning was erect-
od ovey the deok and there tho moen
glept Tolled in their blanketa and so
-oloso tolnther that, ns I heard some-
one say, '‘if one turned over, all had
to tpfn. "' At daybreak they wero up
.and off, following what seems to bo n
gonoral Ohineso custom of getting n
good start on tho day's work before
breakfast, :

~ Most of tho way for tho two months
that wo wore on the hoseboats, the
mon “‘tracked.’ That ig, thoy walked
along on tho shore drawing the boat
by a long rope to which they attached
gmnller ropes that were. drawn ont in

. fan-shaped arrangement. Sometimes

‘thoy had a smooth; sandy path; more

Broken ldols in the Buddhist Temple at Precious Stone Castle.

places the river bends so that one
seems to be entirely shut in. Some-
times on top of a scomingly inacces-
sible rock a temple can be seen. In
severnl places images of Buddah are
earved in the face of the cliff, At
one spot, with the nid of feld glasses,

could have more rice which I suppose
they thought to sell. -Bat alas for
their hopes! Nevermore was 8 grain
of rice tound there,

Ouor long jonrney ended in Suifn on
April 9th. We arrived early in rhe
nfternoon, Our missionary friends

contt—thear—thomr—saying, -~ Tho—be=—
header! Look ont!'' I have been told
that the place of execution is not far

! from onr home bot I hiave not seen it

and you may be sure I shall not look
for it or make any inqoiries as to its
locality. The Chinese flock to n be-
Lending us people at home do toa cir-
ouss and talk about it for weeks after.
A short time ago two men were be-
headed and us we passed throongh one
of the city gates a tew davs later we
gaw photopraphs of the aftair fastened
to the wnll for everyone to see and
there was n erowd of people looking
at them and discussing them.

As I have safd, things In Suifw have
been quiet so far nwd bid fair to re-
main so. We have.just lheord ol seri-
ous fighting nt Chunking two weeks
ago, not between apposite parties, but
if you please, between rival fuctions
of the snme party. In one way or auo-
other, China seews doowed to huve her
share of trouble for yenrs to come.

Vory sincerely youars,
Alieia Morey Grabham.

some ancient cofling are visibles Thay
are hondreds of teet up the zide of the

gorge. No one knows how long they
have been there or how they were pat
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there. It is not improbable that they
are thousands of years old,

Besides the gorges thers nre the
rapids, It is a rather exciting expa-
rience to go through them. Some-
times the ropes break nnd the boat
goes down-stremin at an unpleasantly
rapid rate and the whole thing hasso
be done over again, In this way boats
are trequently wrecked on the hidden
rocks., It is necessary to have extra
trackers in crossing the rnpids. Some-
times ng many as a hondred men and
five or gix ropes are wvsed, The men
o on all fours aml every mmsele is
strained. Evon thon they are baraly
able to crowl nlong,

At h‘.":'.l of the most dangerous rapids
wa all left our boat and walked. The
first of these rapids, the worst of all,
was renched enrly in the afternoon.
So many boats were ahead of ns amd
it took so loug to got over that we had
to wait twenty-tonr- hours for our
torn. Ouar enptaing wera good enongh
to nnchor aur boats in the very edgo
of the rapids nud the swhole party had
a good dose of a near relative of sea-
alokness. -

Another of the rapids has an inter-
esting legend connected with it. It
has existed only n few yenrs and is
ealled the Now Dragon Rapid, Peo-
ple say that a dragon was buried nn-
der n mountain beside the river. Ie
grow thero for many years and flnally
becnme so large that he struggled for
freedom. - In digging his way out ho
onused a landsiide whieh mnade the
rapid while the dragon swam down
tho river. The landslide part of tha
story is true; as to'its caunscs others
might differ.

Aftor wo passed the gorges the scen-
ory was vory differont in character
but still beantiful. There wore green
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The Rock of Precious Stone Castle.
Showing the wooden pavilion built against its side and the Buddhist temple
on top. In front ean bo-seen-tho-mannor-of drying clothes hy stretohing
tliom on a bamboo pole.
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camo to tho bont to meet g and some
of tho Ohinego Ohristinnsoame to give
ns § welcomo. It was a noisy onel
nssure you. .They used enongh fire-
crackers to celebrata soveral American
Foarths. At tho riversida two men
held a long pole to which were nt-
tnohed strings of - fircornckers which
wero sob going at one end and contin-
ued tor what seomed like ten minuotes
though X suppose it was not more than

two or three. When wo wero flually

Found the Right Medicine at Last.

Mrs. Jacob Merritt, Fast Syracnse,
N. Y., writes, ‘I began vsing Gham-
berlains' Tablets for the stomach and
Miver about three years ngo, and found
them to be just what [ needed to rid
mo of headache, dizziness and consti-
pation." For sale by all dealers.—
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A GLIMPSE OF CALIFORNIA FOR YOU

Wonld you like to see some of tho wonders of Californin? Haven't you
been dreaming about the Golden State for a long while? WWounldn't you
liko to sece with yonr own oyes Boms of THe world'a fnmoug resorts E;]d
%'reen hilﬁ
nnd smiling valleys, the fragrant. ornnge groves, the folks at play in the

hotels? Wouldn't you liko to know how to see and: enjoy thess
hospitable, homelike hotels? Wonldn't you like to look at the

winterless paradise of the Pacifie?

HOW TO.BRING CALIFORNIA ‘TO YOUR HOME

Yes that 18 possible. If yon will send vs ten cents merely to cover cost.
of mniling, we will send you free n booklet deseriptive of California’s
famons resorts and in addition the big Ohristmas Number of SUNSET
MaoaZINE with a big story of the progress of tho Panama-Pacifio Inter-
national Exposition and forther viewa of this Pacific wonderland. Be

sure to mention this newspnper and address your lettor to :

SUNSET MAGAZINE, S Fnecs, Gl
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