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Creating an aurochs-like cattle breed:
Why?

e Restoration of an extinct species (approach of the
brothers Heck): impossible!

* Ecological stand-in for an extinct species (idea: a
look-alike will perform better than an animal with
typical domestication traits)

* Public relations (idea: aurochs stand-ins in nature
reserves will thrill visitors more than other breeds
and will better help to avoid human disturbances)
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Creating an aurochs-like cattle breed:
How?

Cross-breeding cattle breeds with some aurochs

traits and selecting the best look-alikes for further
breeding

First approach: the brothers Heck in Berlin and
Munich between the World Wars
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The creation of
,Heck cattle®
from 10 — 16

breeds

Spanisches Kampfrind

Franzdsisches Kampfrind

Rassen, die mit geringerer
Wahrscheinlichkeit im
Heckrind vertreten sind

Montafoner

Graubraunes Hohenvieh

Englisches Parkrind

Drawings: K. Thomsen

Schwedisches Fjallrind
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Aurochs

Drawings:

Heck cattle

K. Thomsen
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Getting from Heck to Taurus:
How?
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e ca. 100 Heck cattle
(ca. 40)

Breeding
animals « 8 Chianina cows (4) Com 1
for the \
Taurus L

P roj ect « 10 Sayaguesa cows (7)
« 7 Sayaguesa bulls (2)

. R
o Y i ) Drawings:
* 4 Lidia cows (3) \ % K. Thomsen
L IS AN A

e« 2 Maremmana cows (1)
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father Heck

son Luca, 4 %2 years

mother Chianina
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