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Roma Refugees in Canada and Bill C-31 

 

To understand the Romani people, you must understand the history of the Roma in Europe. 

 “The history of European repression against the Roma precedes the Nazi and fascist era [when approximately 2,000,000 
Roma were exterminated during the Holocaust]. In fact, it goes back several hundred years – following the Roma migration 
from the Indian subcontinent. The Roma were the outsiders used as scapegoats when things went wrong and the locals did 
not want to take responsibility. The methods of repression have varied over time and have included enslavement, enforced 
assimilation, expulsion, internment and mass killings.”  

— Thomas Hammarberg, Council of Europe,  Human Rights Commissioner 

 
Founded in 1998, the Roma Community Centre (RCC) is a not-for profit, totally volunteer, community-
based organization.  

• We are the only Canadian organization specifically devoted to serving the needs and interests of 
Roma in Toronto and throughout Canada.  

• We provide settlement assistance and education for Roma refugees to integrate more easily into 
Canadian society, social events to celebrate Romani culture, and human rights and public 
education to raise awareness about the issues that lead the Roma to seek asylum in Canada.  

• On October 2011, we opened our first independent office. 
• We serve about 40 clients a day through the help of donations. 
• RCC works very closely with the broader community. Partnerships include: Toronto District 

School Board, Toronto Regional Police, York Regional Police, St. Christopher House, 
Culturelink, Romero House, Parkdale Community Legal Services, Bonar-Parkdale Presbyterian 
Church, United Jewish Federation, University of Toronto, York University, and Seneca College.       
 

Introduction 
Bill C-31 and past statements by this government assume the Roma are not a persecuted group in Europe. This 
premise misrepresents current political conditions in Hungary. It must be challenged and informed before 
Designated Safe Countries provisions are passed.  
 
Amnesty International, Human Rights First, and the Helsinki Commission all provide extensive, well-documented 
information regarding racist hate and violence toward European Roma in the former Austro-Hungarian Empire 
(Hungary, Czech Republic, and Slovakia). These are definitely NOT safe countries for Roma — the state often 
silently condones acts of violence and apartheid-like conditions and in some cases has been the perpetrator of 
these abuses. 
 
Unsafe Conditions for Roma in Hungary and Other EU Countries 
Canada should not designate the Czech Republic, Slovakia, or Hungary as safe countries for Romani people 
because Romani people do not enjoy security in these countries. Historically, hatred toward the Roma in these 
countries led to one-third of Europe’s Roma falling victim to the Holocaust during WWII. The following human 
rights and intergovernmental organizations have documented the fact that anti-Roma sentiment in these countries 
is so high that Roma are living under the constant threat of racially motivated violence:  

• Office of the Human Rights Commissioner of the Council of Europe; 
• Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe; 
• European Union Fundamental Rights Agency; 
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• European Roma Rights Centre; 
• Hungarian Civil Liberties Union; and 
• Human rights treaty bodies at the United Nations. 
  

Thomas Hammarberg, Council of Europe Human Rights Commissioner, February 2012:  The media in the Czech 
Republic and Hungary spread racist allegations of Romani people committing crime. These allegations spark 
demonstrations during which violent, ultra-right neo-Fascists and neo-Nazis attempt to physically assault Roma. 
Paramilitary assaults organized by such actors have resulted in killings in Hungary and in the maiming of Roma 
in both the Czech Republic and Hungary. For years, such assaults have been successfully sending a message of 
terror to all members of the Romani community in both countries. 
http://www.coe.int/t/commissioner/source/prems/prems79611_GBR_CouvHumanRightsOfRoma_WEB.pdf 
 
Budapest/Washington, D.C., 16 February 2012: The European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC), a public interest law 
organization, testified on the escalation of violence against Roma at a hearing in Washington. D.C. ERRC 
Executive Director Dezideriu Gergely testified about the on-going violence against Roma and the lack of 
adequate state responses to it at a hearing held by the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe (US 
Helsinki Commission). 
http://www.errc.org/article/violence-against-roma-on-the-rise-errc-testifies/3968  

 
A war has been waged against the Roma people for a long time in these countries, a War of HATRED. This war 
has created apartheid-like conditions and exclusion from employment for Romani people since the transition to 
democracy began in 1989. These xenophobic attitudes were tightly contained under the oppressive communist 
regimesthat took power following WWII. These attitudes have now resurged with a vengeance and the current 
economic situation continues to exacerbate them. Every Minister for the Hungarian government that I have met in 
Toronto over the past two years (Zoltan Balaog, Zsuzsanna Repas, and Attila Kocsis), including the Hungarian 
Ambassador to Canada (Laszlo Pordany), has continued to insist, in the face of widespread evidence, that what 
they call the “Roma problem” is an economic problem only. This is a huge fallacy, and extremely misleading 
information is being provided to the Canadian government.   
 
 
GYPSY FICTION vs   ROMA REALITY 
 
“Gypsies	  do	  not	  want	  
to	  work,	  go	  to	  school,	  
be	  a	  part	  of	  society.”	  

1) Apartheid-‐	  like	  conditions	  fueled	  by	  racial	  hatred	  and	  prejudicial	  
stereotypes:	  	  Ethnically	  segregated	  and	  sub-‐standard	  education,	  housing,	  
healthcare,	  access	  to	  justice	  and	  security,	  exclusion	  from	  the	  employment	  sector,	  
marginalized	  to	  the	  fringes	  of	  society	  where	  endemic	  poverty	  is	  the	  norm.	  	  
	  
2)	  Roma	  people	  desire	  the	  equal	  opportunity	  to	  participate	  as	  fully	  functioning	  
members	  of	  society.	  Every	  day,	  Romani	  people	  seek	  employment	  opportunities	  
and	  work	  permits	  at	  the	  RCC	  office.	  	  
	  
3)	  We	  know	  two	  young	  Romani	  women	  who	  came	  to	  Canada	  as	  refugees	  when	  
they	  were	  children	  in	  the	  late	  1990’s.	  Both	  are	  now	  attending	  college	  and	  doing	  
their	  social	  work	  placements	  at	  the	  RCC	  office.	  Roma	  have	  been	  in	  Canada	  for	  over	  
100	  years	  and	  have	  integrated	  into	  and	  participated	  quite	  well	  in	  Canadian	  
society.	  

	  
“Gypsies	  are	  nomadic	  
and	  do	  not	  want	  to	  
settle	  in	  one	  place”	  

1) Hatred,	  xenophobia	  and	  intolerance	  has	  forced	  Roma	  people	  to	  relocate	  in	  
hopes	  of	  finding	  safety	  and	  the	  opportunity	  to	  feed	  their	  families	  

2) 	  When	  and	  where	  relative	  safety	  has	  been	  found,	  Romani	  
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families/communities	  have	  been	  sedentary	  for	  decades,	  if	  not	  centuries,	  on	  
the	  European	  continent.	  

“Gypsies	  are	  
inherently	  criminal”	  

1)	  This	  enormous	  lie	  is	  based	  on	  negative	  stereotyping	  –	  it	  is	  the	  most	  harmful	  
misconception	  about	  the	  community,	  often	  leading	  to	  exclusion	  from	  employment	  
due	  to	  the	  false	  belief	  that	  a	  Romani	  applicant	  will	  be	  prone	  to	  criminality.	  	  

2)	  When	  criminal	  acts	  are	  attributable	  to	  members	  of	  the	  community,	  they	  
frequently	  are	  crimes	  of	  poverty	  committed	  for	  the	  sake	  of	  survival	  (i.e.,	  stealing	  
electricity,	  food,	  or	  wood).	  	  

3)	  There	  are	  of	  course	  some	  criminals	  in	  the	  Roma	  community,	  but	  	  so	  there	  are	  
in	  all	  other	  communities.	  	  

“Gypsies	  like	  
begging”	  	  

1)	  Romani	  people	  who	  dress	  traditionally	  (for	  example,	  women	  who	  wear	  long	  
skirts	  and	  scarves)	  are	  clearly	  identifiable	  as	  Romani	  and	  face	  prejudicial	  
stereotypes	  which	  make	  it	  virtually	  impossible	  for	  them	  to	  obtain	  legitimate	  
employment.	  	  

2)	  Unfortunately,	  some	  Roma	  people	  have	  been	  compelled	  to	  resort	  to	  begging	  as	  
a	  means	  of	  survival.	  

“It	  is	  an	  economic	  
problem	  in	  Hungary	  
that	  is	  compelling	  
Roma	  to	  seek	  refugee	  
status	  abroad”	  

1)	  It	  is	  a	  HATE	  problem,	  which	  has	  been	  exacerbated	  by	  the	  economic	  problem.	  	  

2)	  Certainly,	  there	  is	  an	  economic	  problem	  when	  there	  is	  an	  85	  %	  unemployment	  
rate	  among	  Romani	  people	  and	  endemic	  poverty.	  However,	  characterizing	  
Romani	  motivation	  to	  emigrate	  as	  an	  economic	  problem	  alone	  does	  nothing	  to	  
address	  the	  root	  cause	  of	  the	  problem.	  	  

3)	  Hate,	  racism	  and	  prejudice	  lead	  to	  structural	  discrimination	  and	  violence	  –	  the	  
true	  core	  of	  the	  issue.	  

“Gypsies	  can	  seek	  
refugee	  status	  in	  27	  
other	  European	  
Union	  countries”	  

1) Anti-‐Roma	  sentiment	  exists	  in	  many	  EU	  countries	  Examples	  include:	  	  France	  
2010:	  	  mass	  round	  ups,	  mass	  expulsions,	  integration	  camps	  (i.e.,	  internment	  
camps);	  Italy:	  	  prevalence	  of	  hate	  crimes	  targeting	  the	  Roma	  community,	  with	  
settlements	  being	  burnt	  to	  the	  ground;	  Bulgaria:	  	  well-‐publicized	  anti-‐Roma	  
riots	  and	  house	  burnings	  in	  2011.	  	  	  	  	  

2) 	  EU	  Member	  States	  do	  not	  award	  asylum	  protections	  to	  citizens	  of	  other	  EU	  
Member	  States.	  Theoretically,	  EU	  citizens	  are	  supposed	  to	  enjoy	  freedom	  of	  
movement	  throughout	  the	  EU.	  In	  practice,	  the	  existing	  legal	  systems	  privilege	  
free	  movement	  for	  the	  wealthy.	  

“Hungary	  is	  a	  safe,	  
democratic	  country”	  

1)	  Human	  rights	  law	  in	  Hungary	  is	  inadequately	  implemented	  and	  monitored	  and	  
there	  is	  no	  political	  will	  to	  hold	  the	  government	  accountable	  for	  this	  fact.	  	  

2)	  The	  Hungarian	  state	  does	  very	  little	  to	  actually	  protect	  the	  Roma	  minority	  from	  
acts	  of	  racially	  motivated	  violence	  or	  from	  endemic	  discrimination	  in	  all	  sectors	  of	  
society,	  both	  private	  and	  public.	  	  

3)	  Jobbik,	  the	  third	  largest	  political	  party	  in	  Hungary,	  openly	  expresses	  hate	  and	  
anti-‐Semitic/	  anti-‐Roma	  attitudes.	  The	  belief	  they	  espouse	  is	  that	  Hungary	  is	  for	  
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“white”	  ethnic	  Hungarians	  (Magyars),	  not	  the	  darker	  skinned	  “Indian	  –Roma”	  
minority,	  	  and	  they	  warn	  that	  Romani	  people	  are	  procreating	  faster	  than	  the	  
ethnic	  majority.	  Jobbik’s	  ultra-‐	  nationalist,	  extremist	  right-‐wing	  ideologies	  are	  
comparable	  to	  the	  political	  party	  	  they	  look	  to	  as	  their	  hero	  -‐	  Hitler’s	  Nazi	  party.	  In	  
fact,	  Jobbik’s	  paramilitary	  arm,	  the	  Hungarian	  Guards,	  wears	  uniforms	  with	  the	  
same	  emblem	  and	  flag	  as	  the	  WWII-‐era	  Arrow	  Cross	  Party	  (the	  Hungarian	  Nazis)	  	  
and	  fearlessly	  expresses	  a	  	  “White	  Power”	  ideology.	  They	  do	  this	  despite	  a	  
Hungarian	  Supreme	  Court	  attempt	  to	  ban	  the	  paramilitary	  organization.	  

4)	  Currently,	  in	  villages,	  towns,	  and	  cities	  where	  there	  is	  a	  significant	  
concentration	  of	  Roma,	  Jobbik	  organizes	  mass	  rallies	  that	  attract	  thousands	  of	  
neo-‐Nazis	  who	  march	  and	  demonstrate	  alongside	  the	  	  Hungarian	  Guards.	  In	  some	  
instances,	  they	  remain	  behind	  after	  the	  rally	  to	  continue	  terrorizing	  the	  Roma	  
minority	  with	  slogans	  like	  “Hitler	  should	  have	  exterminated	  you	  all”,	  and	  “We	  will	  
slaughter	  you	  like	  you	  deserve”.	  	  Please	  see	  the	  example	  of	  what	  took	  place	  
recently	  in	  Gyongyspata,	  Hungary,	  where	  Roma	  people	  were	  under	  siege	  for	  three	  
weeks	  until	  the	  international	  community	  intervened.	  	  

5)	  Since	  2008,	  there	  have	  been	  16	  murders	  committed	  and	  48	  Romani	  people	  
injured	  for	  life	  by	  these	  neo-‐Nazi	  groups.	  	  

6)	  Acceptable	  hate:	  	  Just	  a	  few	  years	  ago,	  Jobbik	  was	  a	  fringe	  party	  with	  only	  
seven	  seats	  in	  the	  Hungarian	  Parliament.	  Today,	  they	  are	  the	  fastest-‐growing	  
party	  with	  23	  %	  of	  the	  vote	  and	  47	  seats	  in	  the	  parliament.	  This	  translates	  to	  at	  
least	  1,000,	  000	  votes.	  

7)	  This	  past	  year,	  with	  impunity,	  Jobbik	  established	  two	  openly-‐operating	  
training	  camps	  in	  Hungary	  for	  their	  paramilitary	  guards.	  For	  the	  past	  few	  years,	  
Jobbik	  has	  been	  advocating	  for	  forced	  labour	  camps	  in	  response	  to	  the	  high	  
unemployment	  rate	  of	  Roma.	  As	  of	  January	  2012,	  a	  pilot	  project	  for	  forced	  labour	  
camps	  is	  now	  operational	  in	  parts	  of	  Hungary.	  The	  respected	  Canadian	  writer	  
Anna	  Porter	  has	  recently	  visited	  these	  forced	  labour	  camps	  and	  has	  documented	  
the	  intentional	  degradation,	  humiliation,	  and	  dehumanization	  of	  Hungary’s	  Roma	  
in	  them.	  

8)	  Jobbik	  is	  continuing	  to	  grow	  in	  strength	  and	  numbers	  and	  continuing	  to	  
perform	  acts	  that	  taunt	  the	  Hungarian	  government.	  The	  Fidesz	  party	  do	  not	  want	  
to	  openly	  admit	  that	  Jobbik	  has	  turned	  into	  a	  Leviathan	  that	  they	  can	  no	  longer	  
control.	  

9)	  On	  April	  20,	  2012,	  the	  news	  in	  Hungary	  exploded	  with	  the	  leaking	  of	  a	  secret	  
tape	  recording	  of	  leaders	  in	  the	  Jobbik	  party	  and	  their	  paramilitary	  army	  leaders	  
talking	  about	  beginning	  a	  civil	  war	  in	  Hungary.	  

(http://thecontrarianhungarian.wordpress.com/2012/04/20/scandalous-‐jobbik-‐civil-‐war-‐tapes-‐
with-‐transcript-‐of-‐gyongyospata-‐mayors-‐remarks/)	  

“The	  continual	  flow	  
of	  Gypsies	  coming	  to	  
Canada	  as	  refugees	  is	  
indicative	  that	  they	  
are	  either	  victims	  or	  

1)	  Traditionally,	  Roma	  families	  travel	  in	  large,	  intact	  family	  units	  that	  include	  
extended	  family	  members.	  In	  Romani	  culture,	  aunts,	  uncles,	  cousins,	  and	  
grandparents	  are	  regarded	  as	  the	  immediate	  family.	  A	  group	  of	  50	  people,	  
therefore,	  may	  be	  indicative	  of	  the	  arrival	  of	  	  three	  related	  nuclear	  families,	  not	  of	  
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accomplices	  of	  
organized	  crime	  and	  
human	  trafficking”	  

links	  to	  organized	  crime.	  	  	  

2)	  To	  date	  there	  has	  been	  only	  one	  case	  of	  a	  single	  Roma	  family	  in	  Hamilton,	  
Ontario	  being	  charged	  with	  organized	  crime	  and	  human	  trafficking.	  Politicians	  
and	  the	  media	  have	  manipulated	  negative	  stereotypes	  and	  used	  this	  unfortunate	  
case	  to	  paint	  an	  openly	  prejudicial	  and	  racist	  picture	  of	  all	  Roma	  refugee	  
claimants	  in	  Canada.	  	  

“There	  is	  a	  95%	  
withdrawal	  and	  
abandonment	  rate	  of	  
Romani	  refugee	  
claims	  and	  a	  zero	  
acceptance	  rate.”	  

	  

2011	  -‐	  	  1	  984	  total	  claims	  :	  	  249	  abandoned,	  832	  withdrawn,	  738	  negative,	  
165	  positive	  (165	  positive	  x	  average	  family	  of	  4	  =	  approximately	  660	  accepted	  refugees)=	  
54.4	  %	  	  	  abandon/withdrawn	  

=	  18.3	  %	  	  	  acceptance	  rate	  
	  
2010	  -	  	  26.3%	  	  acceptance	  rate	  
	  
2009	  –	  33.3	  %	  acceptance	  rate	  
	  
(Sources:	  Sean	  Rehaag,	  “2011	  Refugee	  Claim	  Data	  and	  IRB	  Member	  Recognition	  Rates”	  (12	  March	  2012),	  
online:	  http://ccrweb.ca/en/2011-‐refugee-‐claim-‐data	  and	  “2010	  Refugee	  Claim	  Data	  &	  IRB	  Member	  
Grant	  Rates”	  (1	  March	  2011)	  online:	  http://ccrweb.ca/en/2010-‐refugee-‐claim-‐data.)	  

 
 

Barriers for Roma Refugees in Canada 
Roma people desperately need Canada’s help, yet are frequently unable to navigate the complexity of our refugee 
system and pass the numerous barriers they encounter along the way. In many cases, people have been forced to 
withdraw their refugee claims. This has fueled the misconception that Romani people are wilfully choosing to 
return to unsafe conditions. This is a simple and profound tragedy.  
 
Just as a democratic EU country should not automatically be considered a “safe country”, the withdrawal of an 
application for asylum does not automatically denote that it was a “fraudulent” claim to begin with. There are 
logical reasons for withdrawal which need to be contextualized and taken into consideration when trying to 
determine why a large number of Roma refugees have had to withdraw their applications for asylum in Canada. 
Often, these reasons point more directly to Canada’s failing refugee system, in which  unscrupulous immigration 
consultants take advantage of the Canadian legal aid system and highly vulnerable, ill-informed refugees. 
 
The Roma Community Centre has found the following to be the main contributing factors to the withdrawal of 
legitimate refugee claims:  
 
1) Near zero knowledge about the Canadian refugee system prior to arrival – a largely illiterate adult community 

with very limited knowledge or ability to navigate this complex system, with very little support or language 
skills. Also, the vast majority of Roma refugees have not come prepared with evidence to prove their claims 
of persecution.  
 

2) Due to racial discrimination in Hungary, there is very limited access for Romani people to receive police help 
or medicalcare. This means no formal reports are available to provide adequate evidence of persecution.  

 
3) The vast majority of Roma refugees are all flocking to four lawyers who can either speak Hungarian or who 

have hired an immigration consultant who speaks the language. Often, they recruit clients from asylum 
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shelters before they can gain any knowledge of their rights as a refugee in Canada. Most Roma have no clue 
about our legal system or what is responsible and appropriate legal representation. Many never even meet 
their lawyers until a day or two before their hearings - after having been their clients for between –two and 
three years! The RCC has come across countless errors in the Personal Information Forms presenting the 
narrative of the refugee applicant. Shockingly, sometimes it has been discovered that the lawyer/immigration 
consultant has submitted the wrong narrative to the IRB. Moreover, the RCC has received countless stories 
from claimants here of numerous incidents of lawyers/Immigration Consultants not even showing up for IRB 
hearings. Both these small and large errors have directly led to abandoned and withdrawn refugee claims. It 
only takes a small mistake in the rocess for the refugee claim to fail long before it ever reaches the ears of the 
IRB tribunal. 
 

4) Interpreters and translators who have no empathy for the applicants perform their interpretation and 
translation inaccurately and poorly. Often, the official interpreters and translators whom lawyers/immigration 
consultants hire, as well as those used at the IRB, are ethnic Hungarians who sympathize with the Hungarian 
state rather than with the undesirable Roma. 

 
5) Some applicants are unable to live with what is routinely a three year wait for a hearing at the IRB when they 

feel hopeless, filled with uncertainty, and are targeted as liars by the Canadian government. For example, 
Roma claimants are often left waiting for their hearing decision for years. It is not uncommon for a hearing to 
be rescheduled numerous times, while Roma must simultaneously listen to negative remarks about them in 
the media and see their community members receive rejections again and again. Meanwhile, personal 
decisions need to be made:  sometimes a family member back home falls ill (meaning a claim will be 
withdrawn if the applicant leaves Canada to care for them), or they are frustrated by their inability to settle 
(with no assurance they will receive status, their lives are “on hold”, including any decisions regarding 
children’s schooling and language training). These personal decisions by Roma, which sometimes lead to 
abandoned and withdrawn claims, do not signify proof of a claim’s “bogusness”. Regardless, the overall rates 
– whether of simply accepted or eventually successful claims – are abysmally low. When viewed over the 
past 16 years (as documented by Butler/Beaudoin), they directly show the impact of the government’s 
policies and statements on acceptance rates for Roma refugees. 

 
 
Minister Kenny’s Campaign to Delegitimize and Discredit Roma Refugees 
 
“Gypsy” stereotypes persist in Canada, in no small measure reinforced by the Canadian media, who persist in 
labeling Roma as thieves, criminals, bogus, and undeserving refugee claimants who only clog up the IRB system. 
Minister Kenney’s allegations towards Roma have actually had a direct impact on the acceptance rates of Roma.  
His statements are unprecedented in Canadian history. Never has a Minister (much less the Citizenship, 
Immigration, and Multiculturalism Minister) so blatantly denounced an entire ethnic group and called them 
criminals. Kenney recently also denied that Roma are escaping persecution, depicting them as commodities in the 
businesses of human smuggling and organized crime. 
 
In October 2011, Jason Kenny arrived unannounced at the Roma Community Centre during a meeting with Kim 
Gunshoner, Manager of the Refugee Operations Division for Citizenship and Immigration Canada. There he 
heard extensive testimony from Roma refugee claimants about endemic discrimination and hate crimes they 
endured prior to coming to Canada. Three of the families were from Gyongyospata, where neo-Nazi paramilitary 
guards held Romani residents of that village under siege for three weeks of terror. Romani children and women 
managed to leave the village when the Red Cross organized an Easter trip for them in April 
2011.(http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/hungary-gyongyospata-letter-march-2011.pdf) 
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Then, in December 2011, despite an 18.3 % acceptance rate of Roma refugee claims by the Immigration Refugee 
Board, Jason Kenny appeared on a far-right news channel in Hungary to speak directly on behalf of Canada to the 
ethnic Hungarian masses - quelling their fears that Hungary's Roma might be acknowledged as legitimate 
refugees in Canada. Astonishingly, he spoke in Hungarian and Hungarian subtitles were broadcast beneath his 
photo.  The English translation of what he said is: 
 
"Being a refugee is not just about whether they like the state they're living in or not, and it's not about 
whether life is easy there or not, nor is it about occasional acts of discrimination." 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P20EWZaXXVk&feature=related (begins at 1:47) 
 
 
On February 19, 2012 – Kenny announced plans to push through reforms to protect Canada’s refugee system 
from “bogus’ refugees from Hungary.  
 
In response, on February 22, 2012, Roma Community Centre submitted a report to the 80th session of the United 
Nations Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (UN CERD) detailing Minister Kenny’s 
campaign to delegitimize and discredit Roma refugees in Canada. From the only report in the Canadian media 
regarding CERD’s comments on RCC’s report, Delegitimizing Roma Refugees in Canada:  
 
“Diaconu, a human-rights expert and former head of the Romanian foreign ministry, also expressed concerns 
with recent changes in Canada's immigration and refugee system and comments made by Immigration 
Minister Jason Kenney against Roma seeking asylum here. 
  
"Now we hear about discrimination against Roma in Canada, this is something new," Diaconu said. "The 
stigmatization, the stereotypes of Roma that were stated by the media or the minister, a new discrimination has 
arisen. The Roma are not accepted as refugees, they are rejected." 
  
Kenney has repeatedly labelled Roma, who come to Canada from Eastern European countries such as 
Hungary, the Czech Republic and Romania, as "bogus refugees" despite reports of discrimination against 
them.” 
 
http://www.firstperspective.ca/news/555-un-slams-canada-for-first-nations-treatment 
 
 
On April 1, 2012, Amnesty International issued a report slamming the official Hungarian government report of 
what took place in Gyongyospata. The report is “worrying and misleading,” Amnesty International Hungary said 
in a statement. Orsolya Jeney, the head of the Hungarian branch of AI, said in the statement that the committee 
had failed to reveal all of the unlawful events that transpired in the village and did not identify those actually 
responsible for them. According to AI Hungary, the committee’s conclusions are misleading and create the false 
impression that the actual problems were created by negative reactions in the foreign press to the exodus of 
women and children, who left the village when preparations were made for the launching of a paramilitary 
training camp in their neighbourhood. The committee’s report overlooks the fact that the state did not ensure 
appropriate protection to all its citizens, said Jeney. The report also neglected the police’s passive attitude when 
paramilitary and anti-Roma groups staged patrols in Gyongyospata in March and April last year. The committee 
“did not even make an attempt to assess the liability of state agencies and its final report acquits the state of all 
responsibility.” 
http://www.politics.hu/20120401/amnesty-international-slams-official-report-on-roma-village-crisis/ 
 
Finally, in a National Post article  on April 22, 2012, entitled, “Efforts to Keep Bogus Refugees Out have Failed” 
Kenny states that “about 40 % of refugee claimants from Hungary are coming from a city called Miskolc, a region 
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the government has targeted with fruitless information campaigns.” He goes on to say, “We tried to circulate 
brochures explaining that this is not the way you immigrate to Canada.” Finally, his closing remarks illuminated 
his ongoing prejudice toward the Roma community:  “The flood of asylum-seekers is highly organized and not at 
all spontaneous. More worrisome is the evidence of human trafficking involved in these cases.” 
 
http://news.nationalpost.com/2012/04/22/efforts-to-keep-bogus-roma-refugees-out-have-failed-jason-kenney/ 
 
 

Bill C-31 – closing the door on Roma refugees 
The newly proposed “designated safe country list” will be detrimental to any person who needs protection from 
the epidemic of racist hate crimes currently targeting Roma communities in Hungary, the Czech Republic, and 
Slovakia.   
 
Among other provisions, the bill would allow the Minister responsible to unilaterally designate countries as “safe-
countries”. Refugee claimants from these countries would be subject to a discriminatory judicial process for their 
claims. The vastly shortened time period during which a claimant can access legal advice under the proposed law 
is an intentional impediment to the refugee’s right to counsel.  
 

• Minister Jason Kenney indicated that Hungarian Roma refugee claimants are less deserving of Canadian 
protection on the basis that a) Hungary allegedly has adequate human rights mechanisms, and b) that 
many of their claims are being rejected. 

• This is contradicted by the fact that numerous  European Court of Human Rights judgments and the UN 
Committee for the Elimination of the Discrimination against Women have found severe violations of 
human rights codes in Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia in cases where persecuted Roma 
minorities have brought suit. These states have been found responsible for violating Romani children’s 
right to access quality education, violating Romani women’s rights by forcibly sterilizing them, and 
violating Romani people’s rights to security by failing to investigate police brutality committed against 
them. 

 
The RCC and community partners such as the Canadian Council for Refugees continue to be disconcerted by the 
Minister’s ongoing derogatory statements, which are defaming authentic Roma refugee claimants. Numerous 
human rights groups, academics, monitors and the European Union itself have called upon Hungary to improve its 
democratic governance and human rights record. The situation for Romani people continues to worsen every 
passing month. With Bill C-31, Canada is flying in the face of the international community, which acknowledges 
the persecution of Hungarian Roma. The Roma community in Canada does not want to see the creation of a 
designated safe country list and hopes Romani people fleeing Europe will continue to enjoy the same 
opportunities granted to refugees from other parts of the world. 
 
Finally, it would be unfortunate if this current government were to be remembered for designing a safe country 
system that could potentially become another black mark on Canada’s history (i.e., like those documented in None 
is Too Many) should the persecution of Roma continue to escalate as the neo-fascist Jobbik party and its neo-Nazi 
paramilitary grow stronger and fiercer.  
 
I close here with a quote from None Is Too Many: A Cause For Canadians To Repent, which described Canadian 
refugee policy during the 1920s and 1930s:   
 

“"The federal government fought every effort by the European refugees to enter the country."  




