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A Few Highlights From the Ivor Wynne Stadium Scrapbook 
(pre-1970, all mention of Ivor Wynne Stadium actually refers to Civic Stadium) 
 

*Dates immediately following the bullets below, represent publication dates for the articles in 
the Ivor Wynne Stadium scrapbook. Articles in bold, are located within this document. 

 

Vol. 1 – 1957 to 1970 

• Feb. 26th, 1957 – add more seats to Ivor Wynne, or build new? 

• May 14th 1957 – should we build new 30,000 seat stadium in Kings Forest for a cost of 
approximately $1M? 

• June 3rd, 1957 – a dump or a stadium in west end? 

• Sept. 3rd 1957 – up to $2M for new stadium, or spend $750K on Ivor Wynne 

• Sept. 12th, 1957 – new stadium could go in Burlington with private money says Cats 
owner 

• Oct. 4th, 1957 – council challengers Tiger-Cats to finance stadium 

• Mar. 18th, 1958 – 88,500 seats is the difference between build new versus upgrade Ivor 
Wynne 

• May 10th, 1958 – King’s Forest urged for new stadium 

• July 17th, 1958 – need two weeks to study before approval. Hamilton lagging behind; 
room for soccer team too in new stadium design 

• (Page 27 & 28 of IWS Scrapbook Vol. 1) – architects rendering of how Civic Stadium 
seating would change 

• Jan. 28th, 1959 – renovations to IWS start next week 

• Feb. 12th, 1959 – stadium upgrades ahead of schedule. South stands demolished (photo 
pg. 32 of IWS Scrapbook Vol. 1) 

• July 5th, 1961 – Tiger-Cats now a privately owned club. Cats might move to new multi-
million dollar stadium in Burlington 

• Nov. 7th, 1968 – Ivor Wynne (the eventual namesake of Civic Stadium), now Parks Board 
chair 

• April 3rd, 1969 – Beechwood homes would be ‘overshadowed’. Citizens fight north stand 
build 

• May 22nd, 1969 – get rid of Civic Stadium track so we don’t have to expropriate any 
homes. Parking problem would be addressed by an HSR shuttle service. Building largest 



stadium in Canada in a densely occupied area (Victor K. Copps is now Mayor of 
Hamilton) 

• May 28th, 1969 – Olga DiFrancesco upset, council approved 14-7 to rebuild  north stands 

• July 12th, 1969 – those opposed of north stand build approach OMB; ratepayers to vote 
whether or not to spend tax dollars on stadium upgrades (pages 47-52 of IWS Scrapbook 
– up to Nov. 19th, 1969) 

• Jan. 2nd, 1970 – 82,000 would have no vote. Only land owners can vote on stadium issue 

• Nov. 11th, 1970 – decided now that all residents of Hamilton will be aloud to vote 

• Nov. 27th, 1970 – open books to public, Tiger-Cats challenged 

• Nov. 28th, 1970 – photo of old concrete entrance to Civic Stadium off of Beechwood 

• Dec. 10th, 1970 – stadium renamed Ivor Wynne Stadium (page 87 of IWS Scrapbook Vol. 
1). Ivor Wynne passed away Nov. 1st, 1970;  a day prior to his 52nd birthday 
 

 
 
Vol. 2 – 1971 Only 
 

• April 12th, 1971 – used local lottery to raise money for artificial turf at IWS 

• June 3rd, 1971 – attack on Hamilton for using lottery to fund turf. Lotteries only 
supposed to be used for charitable or religious causes 

• June 3rd, 1971 – photo of Mrs. Wynne and Robert (Bob) Wynne at the dedication of the 
‘new’ Ivor Wynne Stadium 
 
 
 

Vo. 3 – 1972 to 1975 
 

• April 19th, 1975 – Pink Floyd to play Ivor Wynne in front of 60,000 fans. (concert is held 
on June 28th, 1975). First outdoor entertainment venture @ Ivor Wynne (pages 48 to 63 
of IWS Scrapbook Vol. 3, cover the concert) 

• June 30th, 1975 – photo of Pink Floyd concert at IW 
 

 

Vol. 4 – 1976 to 1982 

• Jan. 14th, 1976 – talks of approving beer at Ivor Wynne Stadium 

• Feb. 4th, 1978 – federal money available for expansion of stadium 



• Apr. 25th, 1979 – talk  of Canadian rockers Rush, coming to Ivor Wynne 

• May 9th, 1979 – Rush concert approved 

• Aug. 25th, 1979 – article about Rush show that took place Aug. 24th, 1979 (Pg. 51 of IWS 
Scrapbook Vol. 4; pg. 57 shows a photo of the band playing during the Hamilton concert 

• March 13th, 1980 – talks of a new stadium; Harold Ballard now the owner of the Tiger-
Cats 

• June 26th, 1981 – Burlington Tiger-Cats could happen someday, says Ballard; perhaps 
even closer to Oakville 

• July 8th, 1982 – Ballpark Beer; It’s Great For the Fans 

• Jul. 11th, 1981 – cost to play at Ivor Wynne is a sweet deal for the Tiger-Cats 

• Aug. 7th, 1981 – Ballard threatens to move the Tiger-Cats out of Hamilton (pg. 97 of IWS 
Scrapbook Vol. 4, and on pg. 105, talks about Ballard wanting money from Beer 
 sales 

• Aug. 13th, 1982 (Friday the 13th) – beer sales commence  

 

Vol. 5 – 1983 to 1990 

• Begins with Ballard/City fighting over concessions 

• March 16th, 1983 – Ballard letter of intent to lease Varsity Stadium; move Cats – Ballard 
wins concessions battle 

• Apr. 22nd, 1983 – Ballard wants city to either fix Ivor Wynne or build a new stadium; he 
would waive territorial rights he holds for the Toronto Maple Leafs of which he owns, to 
open the doors for an NHL team in Hamilton 

• Aug. 10th, 1983 – talks of moving Cats to a proposed Superdome at Bronte Creek 

• Aug. 13th, 1983 – Pigskin Pete (Weiler) photograph – ‘don’t move team’ 

• Aug. 18th, 1983 – City council approves 5 stadium sites for review; 2 in Milton and 3 in 
Oakville (pg. 25 of IWS Scrapbook, Vol. 5) 

• Sept. 28th, 1983 – facelift of Ivor Wynne approved at a cost of $650,000 (pg. 41 of IWS 
Scrapbook, Vol. 5) 

• Jan. 18th, 1986  - pre-game rallies (Tailgate Parties), on trial run 

• Apr. 27th, 1987 – Hamilton loses bid to host ’91 Pan Am games, but we did host 
contending matches for those same Pan Am games that were played in Indianapolis, at 
Ivor Wynne Stadium (pg. 73 of IWS Scrapbook, Vol. 5) 

•  

• July 30th, 1988 – Family Section at Ivor Wynne is born 

• Aug. 6th, 1988 - Bachman-Turner Overdrive (BTO), opens for the Stamps/Cats game, 
playing an hour long pre-game concert 



• Aug. 27th, 1988 – Blue Rodeo plays before the Ottawa/Hamilton game 

• Nov. 28th, 1988 – while the BC Lions and the Winnipeg Blue Bombers were battling it 
out in the 76th Grey Cup in Ottawa, Harold Ballard backs moving vans into Ivor Wynne 
Stadium, and cleans out Tiger-Cats lockers 

• Nov. 29th, 1988 – padlocks placed on Ivor Wynne by City, to keep ‘moving vans’ out 

• Nov. 30th, 1988 – Ballard gives away concession to charity, as concession battle heats up 

 

Vol. 6 – 1991 to 

• June 22nd, 1992 – a marriage is held at Ivor Wynne Stadium 

• Feb. 17th, 1993 – talks of press boxes at Ivor Wynne 

• Nov. 26th, 1993 –more amenities need for Ivor Wynne 

• Nov. 5th, 1994 - Empire Games history; end of Ivor Wynne and the Cats? 

• Aug. 3rd, 1995 – Alderman (Fred) Eisenberger and Caplan disagree on stadium 
press box issue 

• Oct. 17th, 1998 – radio personality John Hardy (CHML), didn’t know who Ivor 
Wynne (the person), was. Suggested when he read Bernie Faloney was fighting 
colon cancer, that the stadium be renamed in his honor. Calls flooded the CHML 
offices from family and friends, and those who remembered the contributions 
the late Ivor Wynne’s made to sports; both locally and nationally. Ivor Wynne’s 
son Robert (Bob), was quoted in the article 

• June 29th, 2000 – time Hamilton built a new stadium.  

• Mar. 27th, 2001 – more talks of holding concerts at Ivor Wynne again 

• Oct. 12th, 2001 – Blue Rodeo to play a concert after the Green Rider/Ti-Cats 
game 

• Dec. 4th, 2003 – new scoreboard. The ‘Young’ era. 

• Mar. 3rd, 2004 – ‘Our Gem of a Park’ by Steve Milton of the Hamilton Spectator. 
References made of the historical opportunities that exist with Ivor Wynne. 
‘Young looking to capture what Boston did with Fenway Park’ 

• Jul. 2nd, 2004 – high-tech comes to Ivor Wynne. Laptops, Blackberry’s; wireless 

• Feb.  3rd, 2006 – Ivor Wynne showing it’ age. MacKay editorial cartoon – Red Hill 
log/trend of ‘let’s build a new stadium’ throughout the years 

• Sep. 28th, 2007 – Cats Kick of Stadium Debate; failing Ivor Wynne needs 
replacement 

• Sep. 28th, 2007 – a ‘perfect storm’ for new stadium. Invest in new urges Scott 
Mitchell 



• Sep. 29th, 2007 – The Perennial Issue Log (Editorial Carton). The history of Build 
New vs Restore Old 

• Sep. 29th, 2007 – kickoff for stadium debate; editorial 

• Sep. 29th, 2007 – ‘Game for stadium magic’. Article by Scott Radley of The 
Hamilton Spectator 

• Jan. 29th, 2008 – ‘Our Game to Give’, a charity hockey game held by a group of 
NHL players, is held at Ivor Wynne Stadium.  

• Jan. 31st, 2008 – ‘Creative Thinking’, re: an AHL regular season hockey game or 
the All-Star game at Ivor Wynne. O’Connor (Live Nation Canada Promotions 
Company), likes Ivor Wynne and had thought of such a use for IW for decades 

• June 9th, 2008 – another wedding at Ivor Wynne 

• Sept. 25th, 2008 – re-name Ivor Wynne Stadium ‘Lancaster Stadium’ (Wheeler) 



Save IWS Admin
Sticky Note
- 'a new stadium would be a sound financial investment'- 'Kings Forest would be an ideal site for a stadium with ample parking'- 'a seating capacity of at least 30,000.' (This was back in 1957) - 'soccer should not be overlooked in plans for an expansion program'









































Save IWS Admin
Sticky Note
- "there is a precedent for what Ticat owner Bob Young hopes will happen at Ivor Wynne Stadium. It's called Fenway Park.'- "There is a spiritual aspect to this, it's not just the architecture," says Johnson, who minors in the relationship between sports stadia and their communities. "You don't ever want to lose that.



Save IWS Admin
Sticky Note
- "History sells, and Red Sox owners have discovered that. Your people (in Hamilton) should pay attention to what the Sox' owners have done'"
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