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A Few Highlights From the Ivor Wynne Stadium Scrapbook

(pre-1970, all mention of Ivor Wynne Stadium actually refers to Civic Stadium)

*Dates immediately following the bullets below, represent publication dates for the articles in
the Ivor Wynne Stadium scrapbook. Articles in bold, are located within this document.

Vol.1-1957 to 1970

e Feb.26™ 1957 — add more seats to Ivor Wynne, or build new?

e May 14" 1957 — should we build new 30,000 seat stadium in Kings Forest for a cost of
approximately $1M?

e June 3rd, 1957 — a dump or a stadium in west end?

e Sept. 391957 - up to S2M for new stadium, or spend $750K on Ivor Wynne

e Sept. 12th, 1957 — new stadium could go in Burlington with private money says Cats
owner

e Oct. 4™ 1957 — council challengers Tiger-Cats to finance stadium

e Mar. 18" 1958 — 88,500 seats is the difference between build new versus upgrade lvor
Wynne

e May 10" 1958 — King’s Forest urged for new stadium

o July 17", 1958 — need two weeks to study before approval. Hamilton lagging behind;
room for soccer team too in new stadium design

o (Page 27 & 28 of IWS Scrapbook Vol. 1) — architects rendering of how Civic Stadium
seating would change

e Jan. 28th, 1959 — renovations to WS start next week

e Feb.12™ 1959 —stadium upgrades ahead of schedule. South stands demolished (photo
pg. 32 of IWS Scrapbook Vol. 1)

o July 5th, 1961 — Tiger-Cats now a privately owned club. Cats might move to new multi-
million dollar stadium in Burlington

e Nov. 7th, 1968 — Ivor Wynne (the eventual namesake of Civic Stadium), now Parks Board
chair

e April 3, 1969 — Beechwood homes would be ‘overshadowed’. Citizens fight north stand
build

e May 22" 1969 - get rid of Civic Stadium track so we don’t have to expropriate any
homes. Parking problem would be addressed by an HSR shuttle service. Building largest



stadium in Canada in a densely occupied area (Victor K. Copps is now Mayor of
Hamilton)

May 28" 1969 - Olga DiFrancesco upset, council approved 14-7 to rebuild north stands
July 12'™ 1969 - those opposed of north stand build approach OMB; ratepayers to vote
whether or not to spend tax dollars on stadium upgrades (pages 47-52 of IWS Scrapbook
— up to Nov. 19", 1969)

Jan. 2"d, 1970 — 82,000 would have no vote. Only land owners can vote on stadium issue
Nov. 11th, 1970 — decided now that all residents of Hamilton will be aloud to vote

Nov. 27", 1970 - open books to public, Tiger-Cats challenged

Nov. 28", 1970 - photo of old concrete entrance to Civic Stadium off of Beechwood
Dec. 10", 1970 — stadium renamed Ivor Wynne Stadium (page 87 of IWS Scrapbook Vol.
1). Ivor Wynne passed away Nov. 1%, 1970; a day prior to his 52" birthday

Vol. 2 -1971 Only

Vo. 3 -

April 12", 1971 — used local lottery to raise money for artificial turf at IWS

June 3™ 1971 — attack on Hamilton for using lottery to fund turf. Lotteries only
supposed to be used for charitable or religious causes

June 3“’, 1971 - photo of Mrs. Wynne and Robert (Bob) Wynne at the dedication of the
‘new’ Ivor Wynne Stadium

1972 to 1975

April 19", 1975 — Pink Floyd to play Ivor Wynne in front of 60,000 fans. (concert is held
on June 28th, 1975). First outdoor entertainment venture @ Ivor Wynne (pages 48 to 63
of IWS Scrapbook Vol. 3, cover the concert)

June 30", 1975 — photo of Pink Floyd concert at IW

Vol. 4 —1976 to 1982

Jan. 14" 1976 — talks of approving beer at lvor Wynne Stadium
Feb. 4™ 1978 — federal money available for expansion of stadium



e Apr. 25th, 1979 —talk of Canadian rockers Rush, coming to Ivor Wynne

e May 9™ 1979 — Rush concert approved

e Aug. 25" 1979 — article about Rush show that took place Aug. 24" 1979 (Pg. 51 of IWS
Scrapbook Vol. 4; pg. 57 shows a photo of the band playing during the Hamilton concert

e March 13”‘, 1980 — talks of a new stadium; Harold Ballard now the owner of the Tiger-
Cats

e June26™ 1981 - Burlington Tiger-Cats could happen someday, says Ballard; perhaps
even closer to Oakville

e July 8™ 1982 - Ballpark Beer; It’s Great For the Fans

e Jul.11™ 1981 — cost to play at Ivor Wynne is a sweet deal for the Tiger-Cats

e Aug. 7™ 1981 — Ballard threatens to move the Tiger-Cats out of Hamilton (pg. 97 of IWS
Scrapbook Vol. 4, and on pg. 105, talks about Ballard wanting money from Beer
sales

e Aug. 13" 1982 (Friday the 13") — beer sales commence

Vol. 5-1983 to 1990

e Begins with Ballard/City fighting over concessions

e March 16”‘, 1983 — Ballard letter of intent to lease Varsity Stadium; move Cats — Ballard
wins concessions battle

e Apr. 22" 1983 — Ballard wants city to either fix lvor Wynne or build a new stadium; he
would waive territorial rights he holds for the Toronto Maple Leafs of which he owns, to
open the doors for an NHL team in Hamilton

e Aug. 10™, 1983 — talks of moving Cats to a proposed Superdome at Bronte Creek

e Aug. 13" 1983 - Pigskin Pete (Weiler) photograph — ‘don’t move team’

e Aug. 18th, 1983 — City council approves 5 stadium sites for review; 2 in Milton and 3 in
Oakville (pg. 25 of IWS Scrapbook, Vol. 5)

e Sept. 28™, 1983 — facelift of Ivor Wynne approved at a cost of $650,000 (pg. 41 of IWS
Scrapbook, Vol. 5)

e Jan.18M 1986 - pre-game rallies (Tailgate Parties), on trial run

e Apr.27" 1987 — Hamilton loses bid to host ’91 Pan Am games, but we did host
contending matches for those same Pan Am games that were played in Indianapolis, at
Ivor Wynne Stadium (pg. 73 of IWS Scrapbook, Vol. 5)

o July 30", 1988 — Family Section at lvor Wynne is born
e Aug. 6th, 1988 - Bachman-Turner Overdrive (BTO), opens for the Stamps/Cats game,
playing an hour long pre-game concert



e Aug. 27", 1988 — Blue Rodeo plays before the Ottawa/Hamilton game

e Nov. 28", 1988 — while the BC Lions and the Winnipeg Blue Bombers were battling it
out in the 76" Grey Cup in Ottawa, Harold Ballard backs moving vans into lvor Wynne
Stadium, and cleans out Tiger-Cats lockers

e Nov. 29", 1988 - padlocks placed on Ivor Wynne by City, to keep ‘moving vans’ out

e Nov. 30" 1988 — Ballard gives away concession to charity, as concession battle heats up

Vol. 6 —1991 to

e June22™ 1992 -a marriage is held at lvor Wynne Stadium

e Feb.17™, 1993 - talks of press boxes at lvor Wynne

e Nov. 26th, 1993 —more amenities need for Ilvor Wynne

e Nov.5", 1994 - Empire Games history; end of Ivor Wynne and the Cats?

e Aug. 3" 1995 — Alderman (Fred) Eisenberger and Caplan disagree on stadium
press box issue

e Oct.17™ 1998 — radio personality John Hardy (CHML), didn’t know who Ivor
Wynne (the person), was. Suggested when he read Bernie Faloney was fighting
colon cancer, that the stadium be renamed in his honor. Calls flooded the CHML
offices from family and friends, and those who remembered the contributions
the late Ivor Wynne’s made to sports; both locally and nationally. lvor Wynne's
son Robert (Bob), was quoted in the article

e June 29th, 2000 — time Hamilton built a new stadium.

e Mar.27™ 2001 — more talks of holding concerts at Ivor Wynne again

e Oct.12™, 2001 - Blue Rodeo to play a concert after the Green Rider/Ti-Cats
game

e Dec. 4™ 2003 - new scoreboard. The ‘Young’ era.

e Mar. 3", 2004 - ‘Our Gem of a Park’ by Steve Milton of the Hamilton Spectator.
References made of the historical opportunities that exist with Ivor Wynne.
‘Young looking to capture what Boston did with Fenway Park’

e Jul. 2" 2004 - high-tech comes to Ivor Wynne. Laptops, Blackberry’s; wireless

e Feb. 3",2006 - Ivor Wynne showing it’ age. MacKay editorial cartoon — Red Hill
log/trend of ‘let’s build a new stadium’ throughout the years

e Sep. 28™, 2007 — Cats Kick of Stadium Debate; failing Ivor Wynne needs
replacement

e Sep. 28", 2007 - a ‘perfect storm’ for new stadium. Invest in new urges Scott
Mitchell



Sep. 29", 2007 — The Perennial Issue Log (Editorial Carton). The history of Build
New vs Restore Old

Sep. 29“‘, 2007 - kickoff for stadium debate; editorial

Sep. 29", 2007 - ‘Game for stadium magic’. Article by Scott Radley of The
Hamilton Spectator

Jan. 29”‘, 2008 — ‘Our Game to Give’, a charity hockey game held by a group of
NHL players, is held at Ivor Wynne Stadium.

Jan. 31%, 2008 — ‘Creative Thinking’, re: an AHL regular season hockey game or
the All-Star game at Ilvor Wynne. O’Connor (Live Nation Canada Promotions
Company), likes Ivor Wynne and had thought of such a use for IW for decades
June 9, 2008 — another wedding at Ilvor Wynne

Sept. 25" 2008 - re-name Ivor Wynne Stadium ‘Lancaster Stadium’ (Wheeler)
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! Hamilton's Board of Parks
Management ‘last might took. first!
concrete steps: towards intprov-
ing the city’s football facilities,
The board agreed:to. invite Mr,
J. G. (Jake)-Gaudaur, president of
the: Tiger-Cat Football Club;: to

the next; )
situation: g7 3%k el T
P In as letten ‘received- recenlly
by the- board'* ‘Mr.T Gaudaursug-
Eested “thag’ “additional seats . be
built in Civi¢ -Stadium’ in order
to keep 'abreast:.of expansion
maves . alread_w.-'taken by --Big
Four clubs. in;/ o,and Mont-

....Earher thts year followmg a
previous  letter: from- the foot-
;ball club: the:-board:had agreed|;
Lto investigate: the.situation, but|
l_no oft;ic:al actmn had been, taken
date.

i ominmed _-_-1-1- Fiule itiah. . " ]

eetingk.to gtscuss 'the _

Forest;would be. an ideal-site for
J ja&stadiumr,’- with ample.-parking;

Judge W. 'F. Schwenger said
that -the.. . possibility - of ' a- ne“‘*
stadium should  be . thoroughly
investigated, and’ suggested . that
a joint committee be set'up.-ta
handle the matter :

“With the citys present rate
of expansion, “a: new  stadium
\would ‘be .2 . sound: tinancialy ins]

uestment “said” Judge Schwen.
ger. ' ~A “project- of  this ' size
should not be too buz. for, 3.
big- eity.” 1
.-John. Graar pmposed thathg

andta ‘seating: capacity-of*at.least
30,000 .“That. way,"” - - said. Mr:
|Gray, !we could use- Civic; Stad.]
ium- and the:- HAAA -grounds. for
SOCCLL." "woiomrin Ut i LTS T
j Mr. .Ralph Adams .indicated:
~lagreement, commenting that.foot-’
ball facilities: were the immediate-
problem.. but. that soccer:should.
not be overlooked .in plans for:
an expansion program. ‘g.ime-o
The--areas presently occupied:
.by-CmeSt.admm-—l-l—AAA-g:omtda«
.and King's- Forest are all~under:
ithe JLIrISdlcthl‘l cn‘. tho-' Park:r
Board., | e _,
The board also - approved
request from " United Gas. _and
Fuel Company to lay a'.natural
gas 'pipeline . across Chedoke
Golf Course and King's ‘Faorest.
Work on' the project will not
start until the fall, and thus will
not ‘interfere’ with regular play
at the city-owned course. Official:
authorization will come when de-
tails of an agreement have beert
worked out, ;
: _ Parks " Brochure
Conmderable. debate took plac
over .a proposed brochure -to-
outline, for the benefit of tol.ut- z
ists visiting the city, the various
public parks and their-facilities. ]
-, Judge Schwenger said.. that.
'such publicity material should be
Jhandled by City Hall. or the
,Chamber: of < Commerce, -, and
'should not be undertaken by
the Parks Board. The cost- of

el

preparing ' 5,000 caples of the.
brochure |{would . be in- the
neighborhood = of $2,500 - said

Mr, Clifford Hale, a public re-
lation counsel who presented
his plans for such a publication,
- The matter was set aside un-
til such time as Mayor Jackson
returns to the city. " It was at
the Mayor’s suggestion that the

‘Dro:ect was first consldered.
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HAMILTON SPECTATOR
May 14,1957


Save IWS Admin
Sticky Note
- 'a new stadium would be a sound financial investment'

- 'Kings Forest would be an ideal site for a stadium with ample parking'

- 'a seating capacity of at least 30,000.' (This was back in 1957) 

- 'soccer should not be overlooked in plans for an expansion program'
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Obj ectmns flled

ic. Stadium battle ir
o, |VOR WYNNE STADJUM i

"I‘he"fuml -whistle shll » wasb .apﬁ;‘oved ?y cn‘.y councll'i;"""rHEgeE"s DDCUg\dENhg will Juss f

has ‘not ; blown - in 3 the . y a vote of 14 to 7 — at + now sent; by .-t cnty_ er facilities used sole _q oy el

< battle ovcr thg expm::uon -its regular meeting May 27.%":. clerk’s office to the city splic-: professional club.'® iisvdd s - }1{45

' of Civle Stadlum : B i er the Ontario Mumcl- . 1tm, forming’;: part - of . the~y.. Mr.. Beckett . said ! i brmg 5,5?4 seal,s hel.ween* the
f 17 pal Act, tb.{n;,'ewer, tsuch atm'?- ?lty S apphci\tmfn :}2 the OMB:. T Ha;mlton fclhzex&fn ]u;d 5&0% gaal lines ‘at tl}e stadium, the:

" Some cruclal pays'are iJor_capital project cannot be for approval .of the project,,’ in favor of spending $1,500, prime space; for sPectatars,'

. ahead s the argument . :undertaken without a vote of . Local officials ‘could not..res;: fqr; the - stadium expan:uon, allé.lcglérly. ;gasuns t:cket

Sthe . city’s - ielectars, ', unless’* call a case when the OMB clients*wo
b heads soon .to the . On~ “ tsuch a.vote is. ruled "unneces: ¥ i : l!;CIIFI‘G ﬂﬁ}p‘g

: has not_held § public hearl f majority+ will;
lano Mumclpal Board.'y " sary.by ihe QMB, - i TR s & ng .

: after, recgi)\riﬂ ?b]mt ong; f?:) 1 dthl;s {mced of the voters
one )y n this ase should be hear :
. Mor@ than 60’ persons have %, * THIS: ACTION is mandatory- Th:aﬁ ?ate;fa rs groufa 55':;,, 'He said hls clients .3150 ob-3
ke b o 0 ot il o P - ired el awie” e ot Ut
scheme that w ex- the ., ; ,” o
v’ the: stadmims 5045, Cll 's' current budget, ,»mng Beckett ifo. handle their+i, @ the B)lpﬁlldltul‘e w;lla

"scats tha Jargest 1,1:, Canqda. g;«z o e':l llht;s I:gﬁg, 31; cl% at}:h:ie:, case to the Omarw Mumc L{,ﬁr:ff"{rlé?g;llq ;efggflotgengmtgus Eial-ir
e Jung 18~ 2% !
t o SEEMS lxkely e’ OMB -} pense with a yore. °f the elem o) &c the expiinsmn js contrar
ywill call a public hearing on; {orate i -M_. , good planning principles; {4
,Wheu the' 2I~day er],(}d fgr = matter . of . I'll'lC] le,” Mt f.‘; . zbe}

fAhe- issue later this summer - e the" expansion *would
‘ objeq:tmus ‘expired , Thursday, - Beckelf - said.%*This’ expendi'

sV g Syt

. or 33!'1}' fall, prol.agbly at __”“‘1 injurious to the. residents: ing

hal .t }'.ih?w ; W
8640 iy had seven letters of * fure of $1,500,000 is to build 3 the neigh rhoﬂd of thestad;)
Thq ’864 F g:t Ons, one’ petition'. plant for a Erwal,e profik' mm, ﬁbq Citiagt ﬂt‘

aga nst ‘it from nina peusens, ) making operafion./ .. i@ no gvxdence',has ‘been’
and atoier obre-tion from G5 i IE "Maple | {Leaf Gardens: 5110“’1‘1 that* expansion.’ would -

ratepﬂf W 10oup of 30 pér-(¥ wahts o ex needed, for other’ than a;
! Sl L L. b on ,-,1t§-"ow ; 1 Ger Cup game; |

LR T TR UL X ALl - @ other publlc sports in the;
-stadium " would be- restrlcted
by the expansjon, ‘- :

City OfflClﬁ]S had- hoped thatt
the stadium’ could’ be- readyr
for® the -opening of ¢he ,1H70%
‘season,” Drawings for the pew i
tnorth “stands are still; jn \thes

ey

ds. jt' does 'so
}h‘_‘?il




Hamdton Cwic Stad-
ium has a new name.
The parks beard: voted

lIast night to name the
stadlum in memory of the
Wynne, in

late Ivor

firé-nam

recognitioxi't;f his sérﬁc‘t-a' i

to the parks board, the -.
un:vers:ty, and the ..
national and Iocal sports
scene. G

Effectwe unmedlately, .-.

wrmpmpn =

“ well as in Hamilton,” sa:d
; e © +. . I'm flabbergasted.” .

park wﬂl be ca].led Ivor

Wynne Stadium.
“Ivor Wynne was a ma.n

Imown in Halifax and Vancou- -:

i ver for the role he played in
sports across the country as

.

- “New hoys” and the men

they are replacing on
board of controk From
left: Jim Bethune, Her-
man Turkstra, Bill Foley
and Jack MacDona]d at
today’s meeting.

~ “T think it's a}'toget.herr
propmte to- name ther.
um after- him."” e e
Todayu- Mrs. Wynne ‘said:
“I think. it is a great honot
and tribute that the communi
ty fee!s that way about. him-

“I didn’t regard my hus
band as anything very-spe
cial, he was just an ordinary
person but a tremendous fath
er and husband. I've beer
amazed since he died at how
many tributes have been paic
to him for the work he d1d m

- the community.

v“Ithmkitmllmeanm
much more to my boys, espe-
cially at this very dlfficult
time for them, to have'a
sports park named after their
father. They’re both so very
sports-minded that.I know- it
will be a . great thnll to
thf:m'" # deic padie s
aming civie
memory of Mr. Wynne, who
died Nov. 1_after a short ill-
m was® one of three gm'
given serious consider-
ation by the parks board. .

ONE ALTERNATIVE. was
King's Forest Park. The oth-
er was a small park overlook-
ing. the Mountain above Che-
doke Civic Golf Course, a
park Mr. Wynne used fre-
quently because of its- prox-
imity to  his Scenic- Dnve
home. -

“But we decided that. 1t was
only proper to name a more
national sports park after
h.l.m’ said parks board inter-

John Pelech.

“He had so many friends ac-

ross the country, and he had!

contnhuted S0 much to the
sporting world.”"

Mr. Wymne was. chaifman
of the parks board -at- the
time of his death. He was:
largely responsible for devel-!
‘oping ' the physical education
Eourse at McMaster Universi-

HAMILTON SPECTATOR
December 10,1910 -
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dicaled, controversy starts

[ T ov.-!vvvw

5ta zum

{ Qf-\,\) By Dkl““ .)r.
A $30,00{} surplus in- ggg}'w‘? tﬁ’. donated to the lot- cc;ungl ovelr comntmttmlu }h? prmmple involved,” she said, the cnty ‘might’ very w ell con- Lzl\ST{ bNIG!H'I' gagw [qot?s
bu 0 e Yy the cit ; 5. CH y involvement in the lot- "'_ L3 dgnt ‘think . you. can .des... 51del turnin u-le mone OVE[' i in the fi reglass seats of ine
c. budget: for ‘renova Mayor Vic Copps, a,pparent- ¢ tery ;. beyond a[éprovmg the ﬂ ‘cide to do somet.htng one way : depénding En the resfxlts of north’stands, decorated in the

ms'to Ivor Wynne Sta- -
1u11 “has started mew, -

‘guments over the lot-

ry that is financing in..

allation‘of artlh(:lal turl’
:the stadium.

Jack MacDonald,
v controller and chairman
the Jaycee AstroTurf Iot-
ty, told visitors touring the
w north stands at the stad-
n yesterday that the reno-
tions were made'at a cost
about $1.47 million — shav-""
7 $30,000 off the $1.5 million
dget

AE & “tiifopmal reception

ranged by the parks board

the stadium, Percy Han-.

nson, general manager of

e Junior Chamber of Com- .
gﬁg:'}otﬁ\gg, suggested tl_l_e"_

former

.board of control

ly taken by .surprise,: said:
“We'll see what we can do.”

LATER the mayor said: “I
support any assistance we-
can give to the turf fund but
if. they  want money, they
should really make a e
quest o :

:But Jack MacDonald chalr-
man of the loltery, said that
at .this ,point, . the . Junior
Chamber of Commercé:should

‘not ‘make such a request —
-even tlwu%h
s needed

another $125,000
the turf fund. 3‘
"“To 'even talk about it at
this point gives a hint of de-'
featism,” Mr. MacDonald ;
said. “I think for now we,
should just sell hell out of the'
tickets.” ;
Earlier this year thelei
were heated. arguments in;
and . E‘h’!

J1V¥103dS NOLTIWVYH

i lottery hcence

uncil - even-

tually defeated the proposal *

:the city council, which indi-

that . the CII)' underwrite the ll cated it did not wrant to paru o

cost of the turf.

CONTROLLER Anne Jones, i:
on being told of the pwposal
to donate the surplus $30,000 .
to the fund, said toda she
would not be in favor o turn-
ing the money over to' the-
Jaycees

. "There’s

{c1pate, to pariicipate.”

!«CllI‘lL thinks the problem is
i not the same as in January.

“It’s -a different thing all
. together. (In March) we were
i asked to guarantee the total
Ja. . very:: §9.1‘19us_fj package degl. .

and then turn around and ask ' “the turf ticket sales. I see no-

©: Ward "One 'alderman’ }\'Iac-' ;
~ same.

.paaks boald to be used for

colors ' of the - nine, teams in-
the Canadian Football
League, and spectators in’ the
young, but now termed ‘old’
south stands, watched as the
official dedication of the stad-
ium took place.

Mr, Pelech said that Ivor
Wynne, teacher, athlete, and
dean of students at McMaster
Universily, was one of Hamil-
X 09€ s simmiicmifon’s great men.

t "His involvement in sport
¢{was natural. He was a great
;athlete in his ovm tlme- and
*loved SPOrts. Xl A

: "lIlS INVOLYEMENT in
‘the university was natural.
He loved young people espe-
“cially.”
7 YAs an athletlc coach,
‘teacher, and dean of students, )
‘he was peerless.” :
, Mrs. Frances Wynne, ac-'
,companied by her two sons
Bob and John, then unveiled
.a plaque to be placed at the.
‘entrance to the north stands,
dedicating the stadium to the
memory of Ivor Wynne.
On behalf of Iyle family, .
Bob Wynpe told the 22,760,
people: “You have made usj
more proud, if that be possi-;
ble, to be {he immediate ia-

‘mily_of such a fine.

thing wrong with it.”

But | Jim Stowe, aldeunan-
for Ward Six, thinks the re-
quest, if made lS exactly the

Jack’ Pelech chairman of
the Parks Board thinks the
money should go back to the




e

_ s ed 4
the plaque. commemorating her husband’s memory. §

HAMILTON SPECTATOR
Aole 3 1971
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Ballard blackmail
won’t alter city’s

By RICK WINSTON
Spectator Staif
MAYOR BILL Powell has
nooapsiogics 1o make and
says he won't how to bigek.
il or threats to spesd
pians for aonew Soihall
stadivem or renovation of

fver Wynne Stadium,

Former Tigar Cat o e
peesident  and  generyd
manager Raiph Sazio s
a4 press conferepcs ves-
terday  that slamiitan
ok he mothe Capadian
Foothal! Leascus i
doesl srovide 2 beger
fartlity,

Bul Puwell iy sdnmap:
tat city connci! has done
all i £2n ior the Tirer.Cals
and, a_%.-‘:l':.:--.r-‘ tooodange his
srinrities,

Clam ers sarey W fiear
that My <o is waving,
e waid s : R
thot at Lo
i b Belie:

Dat owern Wikt
when the i

2ONerais of e G o
Al greemen

AV TOW g it
ihan manvy

B AT
SO

Eab e arena-cade
COnLre s ihe rnost urdent
aved risht now and thera iy
A0 way owe could araceed
with both, The cost wougd
De anoearable o the ay.
payers, Uity councii hag
made its decision ard put
the stadinm on the hack
burner.”

And Poweli pooh-peahed
Sazie’s  eomment  thai
Hamilton mishe jnee o1
team

“We've had this threat
for 4 long time. They sajd
they were going 1o Londop
but that didn’t happen. We
can be threatened all sver
the place and if .t hanppens,
we'llhave to five with it

Biut Powel! neted ihe
Tiger Cats are now part of
the Maple Leaf Corpora-
Hon in Toronto and had fon
kind words for Ticat Dwner
Hurold Balfard in the sta.
dim confraniation,

Mo Ballard has made
A soris of comments,” he
sald IS vy dnigue that
4nouperation working ow
o Toronts ean tpy and
mackmail the ity inte
o womething costing so
ndeh meacy. Mr. Baliasd
a4 owealthy man, I he
vants a staaivn: e cpuld
DULSOMe monet into it and
e v soulg @+ ynd favdy
114

i
i
v

¥y

ooand
Henidine oholraan e
d e arensrage
~ thy W opoiorcit
tserond,
SISt ged the arena-
THAY Conipe underw
T and hen lpok ar f
NaL Ny 3utore we diseyss
he sindium” Edge said,

Fie cdded  discussions
abeit e stadiom wil!
Yedinin january.

CWeare weil-uware ot
the needs of fvep Wynne
Stadium and we know that
we have the lowest seating
capacity between the Hoa-
Lines in Canada. i cuneur
with Ralph in that we know
wo have tg do something
with the facilities, 1t jus:
Smatieraf .
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Ballpark

beer i

It's great for the fans
says Tiger-Cats’ Zuger

’SJ-’%

| By RICK WINSTON

Spectator Statf
:IA‘JIIL’I‘ON AND Toronto sports executives are

! toasting the news that football and baseball fans

can have a hrew or two during the game,

] think it's great for the fans," said Hamilton Ti-
ger-Cat general manager Joe Zuger.

“It's a convenience for them. I'd be delighted if it
brought 10,000 more fans into the stadium but 1don't
think it's goingtodo that.” .

Zuger isn’t worried that the two-beer limit, served
g: er cups, will increase rowdiness at Ivor Wynne

um.

“They're not supposed to have it (alcoholie bever-
ages) now and there are still drunks,”’ Zuger said.

1 don't think it will neeessarﬂy mean the need for
more aecumy atthe games,” .: ’

Stone age ;
er's comments were echn!d T er~Cat
Hazufd Ballard by . owner

“I think we are gettlng out of the stone age now
hecause we were the only provitce in North America

um.” Ballard said.

R,

that we couldn’t go buy a beer at t.he ball park or stadi- -

think it will enc

- in the stands with 8

event at any park. *
“I'm happy th

served,” he add

“This will sort of taper off the irhtsky Ay
When you're told you can’t have something, if you sre:
a red-blooded human being & ou will say ‘The heek
you, I'll have it.’ Now that they can get Il, l ld' _
will say ‘who wants {t.'”" ! At § 20

While Bailard's football fans will be .m Vi
their beer, the same woa’t hold true MH&M&
Maple Leaf Gardens. But Ballard, also mqrg
Toronto Maple Leafs, asn’t concerned. DR

“This is just an experiment,” he
ey e e
ockey comes a ey’ll have

the gant to dg with the ardens ‘T think it wﬂl come
intime,” ;

;  Toronto s rts teams were iust as ha;} V4 with ‘the
'announcemepo ?ronto Blue Jays hatf been push-
ing for beer at Exhibi Stadium for several years.

Blue Jay vice-president Pat Gillick satd: “I think
the fans for the most part want it and I'm plemd fox,
them Uk P I' i 2

“I don’t think it means a heck 6f a lot tor the club.

o
£

¥

It’s more of a tradition for the fans. have ¢
better time at the pari. I don’t think 1t have any
affect on attendance.”} ¥ " e

The Jays get 16 per-tent of the coucession meimt
and Gillick agreed this would be a plus for the ball
club. But he had no. nsﬁmates as to t.he sevenue in-
crease. bR % b

F

oy jnst don't know how' auy peopla m
drink beer,” he said, “I'm not certain if we are g
mdd extra security, butyou dcn't get tuwdy on two

rs.”.

Toronto Argonaut clu residmt Ra Suio ni:l
the change would be welpcomed newlll}gr fm hlt
wouldn’t change anything for the scullers, . .

“It’s modemn soclety - wy not do it? wm go |

around the corner from Ivor Sudimapdma
beer&Whyshouldn'tyoubet : wed to byy one ja the .
stadium? =~ ,‘.. P e et pod 7

“I think the fans who'w ) have g drink
would have it regardless' m whether oxnot yosiare
allowed bo;xi ?grglehow tﬁgdlevlse gng moans
of getting ¥t into the stddivm. I saw a lot.af 2 &
waﬁe!n Hamjlton This eliminate ex ‘

% ovetoed theidea ddltlomi 2

singitwouldnotbeneededf S D
The Toronto Blizzard management also v y

the sale of beer at Exhibition Stadium, =__~r, ﬂ“p‘._ "q"ﬂ i
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We won’t be bullied
ultimatum, alde

Hiyg

T9(.335

By MICHAEL DAVIE
and MARK HALLMAN
Spectator Staff

A MAJORITY of city council
says it won't be bullied by
Ticat owner Harold Ballard
into giving him the rights to
food, beverage and beer
concessions as part of a lease.
agreement at Ivor Wynne
Stadium. . o

- The Tiger-Cats announced

eir departure after failing
to get the concessions —
without having to bid on
them — along with advertis-
ing rights and lease at Ivor
Wynne Stadium in one pack-
age. - .

Sources indicate the Ti-
cats made it clear when they
approached the city this year

t they would pick up and

- leave if they weren’t given

the concessions.

Several councillors have
complained that Mr. Ballard

ble.

Aldermen Jim Bethune
and Tom Murray were the
only councillors to olppose

i vote

tendering in a counci

March 8 and theyre still
opposed. Mr. Stout was ab-
sent from the council meet-

ing.

Alderman Brian Hinkley,
chairman of the parks and
recreation committee, stjll
supports tendering of the

ci:lmpromise may be possi-

has never made any attempts
to discuss the issue with them
despite repeated invitations
todoso.

Mayor Bob Morrow said
{;ﬁte Iy he’s “convinced

at a solution can be worked-
out. That remains to be put
together.” 1

But Mr. Morrow, who
Supports tendering conces-
sions at Jvor Wynne, would
not commient on any type of
Ccompromise with the club
and geclined to identify what
initiatives he might take to
avert the Ticat plans to shift
operations to Varsity Stadi-
um in Toronto, .

‘Plenty of ideas’
“Ihave plenty of ideas, but
Idon't thi ing I might
Say now might be helpful.”
Mr. Morrow said he would
“make appropriate recom-
Inendations on whatever

things stand at the moment,
don't intend to change my
mind .. They (the team)
would be walking out of their

own volition...”

oo, Pm not alarmed,” he saig.
It's been going on every

year, one thing or another.”
Media war

Alderman Ian Stobit said
there’s “no question” the
concessions should be ten-

dered.

rmen

TR,

* Hinkley,

e
M e

yB

seems appropriate at the
time pprop =

He repeated that he wants
to find ways in which the city
and community organiza-
tions can promote- atten- |

dance at Ticat games; - - -

|
An informal Spectator polly

. - Showed~ tendermgit_is.‘a'a]soj
firmly supported m alder-

men: Don Gray, Lom-i
bardo, Hengy Merling, Brian |
ill McCulloch,

iss, Michael Davison,

Peter Peterson, Ian Stout, '
and Paul Cowell. Alderman:
Bruce Charlton was previ-!
ously on record in support of|
tendering but declined!
comment yesterday. ‘

Tendering was also fa-:
vored by aldermen Shirley:
Collins arid Vince Agro who.
say they may change their

. minds ﬁ Mr. Ballard can

present a convincing c

" and Vince Scott who feels a

Ballard happy?”  « .

tothreats.”

“Mr. Ballard hasn't per-
* suaded me to change my
position ... I think the conces-

sions should be tendered.”

Alderman Fred Lombardo
was similarly unmoved:

“Just to throw something

concessions and said: “Pm

ot going to do anything,
“We've asked the club to send
us a letter outlining their

sition. I can’t respond to

in the newspaper and
on TV. You have to respond in
a business-like fashion.”

Mr. Hinkley said: “Where

Mr. Stout said Mr. Ballard
has never met with city offi-
cials to discuss the issue and
has been waging his war
against the city through the
media. ,

He noted the team’s rent
was cut by $200,000 in the
1981 season, the city is spend-

CRISIS IN TIGER TOWN é3: 55 Lo

ness procedure.
Compromise

Alderman Vince Scott
voted in support of tendering,
but said he believes a com.
promise is possible,

But Mr. Scott said he

doesn’t know what form such
a compromise should take,

e e e L T T

say

ing about $2 million on refur-
bishing the stadium and .
asked: “How much do we
have to spend to make Mr.

Alderman Mike Davisoz
said he doesn’t “take kindly

Ll

Co")*"i e )
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TICATS IN
LIMBO

Ballard moves team’s gear out Of

By JEFF DICKINS,
. IKE HANLEY,
and DOUG LeFAIVE
The Spectator

THE FATE of Hamilton’s Tiger-

Cats is in limbo because owner Har-
old Ballard has cleaned out the lock-
ers at Ivor Wynne Stadium.

While the Canadian Foothall
League was preparing to kick off the
76th Grey Cup yesterday, Ballard
had a moving van at Ivor Wynne to
haul away uniforms and blocking
sleds along with equipment from the
o s i

‘We won't be back,” said Ballard,
85. “I get the impression the city
doesn't give a damn whether there’s
a team or not.”

Donald Crump, treasurer of
Maple Leaf Gardens, was supervis-
ing the move.

“We'll use some of the concession
equipment at Maple Leaf Gardens,”
he said. “The football equipment can
b sold off to a junior team.” b

He denied the move is a bluff to .
scare politicians into a more favor-;
able rental agreement for the stadi-:
um. R

“We dont deal in threats” he:
said. “We've always negotiated in’
good faith with the city. We're not
playing hardball, we're playing sur-
vival” ,

City officials have been asked to
reduce the stadium rental to $1 a

ear. During last week's meeting of

shareholders, Ballard said he

would sell the Ticats for $1 to anyone
prepared to assume its debts.

“We must have lost six to eight
million dollars there over the last
nine years,” said Ballard, who also
owns the Toronto Maple Leafs of §
National Hockey League. “Now |
want to hold us u;;mt;ver a measly!
$300,000. This thing has been goin’ on
for months. We just got fed up.” :

Mayor Bob Morrow said he's re-
ceived some calls from the public
about the threat to the team.

“Not too many — they either say

ing you can to save the;
teamn or Don't give in and let Ballard
have it all for free,” he said this
morning.

_.Ivor:Wynne

Mr. Morrow said he hasn’t been
in contact with Mr. Ballard or other
' Ticat officials today. - "
The last. he heard was last week
when a. meeting was tentatively.
scheduled for sometime this week.

John Gallagher, vice-chairman of .

the parks and recreation committee,’
wasn't surprised by the move. ;
“Mr. Crump is famous for his out-’
landish tactics- and public pegoti-:
ations” he said, calling the move “an.
attempt to intimidate city council
during negotiations.” - : |
He said once the mayor and Bal-
lard meet directly, eliminating

Cmmr at the table, things will be

out.

For its part, the CFL doesn't
intend to intervene in the Cat fight
“We're looking for the clubs to be
prudent business people in their deal-

That's the league’s position for
teams,” said John Iaboni, director
of communications. |

Although commissioner Doug
Mitchell was not available for com-
ment yesterday, Iaboni reiterated his
boss’ earlier position.

" At that time, Mitchell said:

“We've been the biggest bimhos in.

the world for decades ... it's time we
got smart and started to negotiate
with them (stadium landlords).

Zuger informed =+ -

Ticat general manager Joe Zug-’
er said he was.informed of the re-
moval of equi from the locker
room at Ivor Wynne. Despite the re-
cent events, Zuger remains confident
the club will continue to play. Hé's
not exactly sure where, though.

A fiveyear lease between the
city and the Tiger-Cats expired last’

{ ' March and the team now owes the

;-_m;%m.ooo in stadium rental for the

! 1988 season. Crump says the club has

been negotiating with the city “on
and off” since December.
~ Mr. Gallagher said his commit-
tee and the mayor “are willing to
bend over backwards, within reason,
to ensure the Tiger-Cats, and the
CFL, have a fair shot of making a

sked if he was willing to write
off the $300,000 back rent owed by

tahe club, Mr. G agreed say-
ing at least until a time as “the
'_ﬁgg‘-(;'atsandﬂwmmtow-,
. ability. o 1

;b to b:a.i]i!ndgif t rgl?hs :
j ing out a millionaire’s
foo'l?lgta]l team, he but “on the
other hand this is Hamilton Ti-
Cats. 1 am sure the average
E]amjltom’an would feel a certain
in in their
ts disap and would back any
reasonable move to prevent that.
“We've given them our best deal”
said Crump. “The mayor knew our
situation a long time ago. Maybe the
team could have been saved then
now I don't think it’s salvageable.”

The team is to lose
more than $3 million this season.

«] don't know if anyone in their
right mind would buy this team for
$1” said Crump. “Maple Leaf Gar-
dens earn about $25 million after
taxes and the Tiger-Cats cost about
$4.2 million to run. That's not smart
business”
~ “Well go to Varsity Stadium i
we have to,” Ballard said, referring
to the 25000-seat University of To-
ronto downtown football stadium.

In March 1983, Ballard threat-
ened to move the team out of Hamii-
ion in a dispute involving concession
rights. He had talked aboul playing
fufure games at Varsity Stadium but
the Argos, who have territorial
rights, refused to allow it.

considered that move to be
little more than a bluff, but Ballard
recently unloaded his money-losing
Toronto Marlboros to Hamilton law-
yer Jack Pelech and realtor Mario
Cupido. )

The Tiger-Cats were formed in
1950 after the Tigers and Wildcats
amalgamated. Interest was at its
peak during the early 1970s when
average attendance was more than
31,000.

But attendance has been drop-
pi::ﬁ the few years and the team
could only attract an average gath-
ering of about 15000 for the 1988
season.

HAMILTON SPECTAT
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“We're not abandoning Hamil-

ton” said Crump. “The people of
Hamilton abandoned this team.”
- Head coach Al Bruno hopes a
deal can be struck and the team
won't move. He can't mﬁne the
club in black and gold called the
Toronto Tiger-Cats.

“It doesn't make sense. I'd hate to
see that. Of course, people hated to
see Montreal fold, too.” ,

He said le would be shocked
to see how i at Ivor Wynne
com with other CFL stadiums.

ere ingave territorial
nghts,relweﬁogﬁow it.

Many considered that move to be
little more than a bluff, but Ballard
recently unloaded his money-losing
Toronto Marlboros to Hamilton law-
%clalr ‘.‘Iiaock Pelech and realtor Mario

Pl o

The TigerCats were formed in
1950 after the Tigers and Wildcats
amalgamated. Inferest was at its
peak during the early 1970s when
average attendance was more than
31,000. g
i s i

y a an average
ering of about 15000 fﬁegﬁm

Toronto Tiger-Cats.

“Jt doesn’t make sense. I'd hate to
see that. Of course, people hated to
see Montreal fold, too.”

He said people would be shocked
to see how oung\uom at Ivor Wynne
compare with other CFL, stadiums.

ere paying more rent than

some of the teams with new facili-
ties,” he said. g
" “Ttll be a hell of a loss” said Tom
Hickey, who played with the Ham-
ilton Tigers %Wﬂ% t;ﬂtween
1941 and 1949. “The city su

a hockey team, and Lheyqi

their football team.”
But Howard Fields, an %
Tiger-Cat veteran, thought

t be j ing headlines.

“It seems to me that Mr. Ballard
has the city right where he wants
them. He's done it before and it
worked” .

With files from Canadian Press

Mark Fraser, The Spectator

Ticats may never appear at Ivor Wynne Stadium again

' Harold Ballard: a bluff?

HA;WILTON SPECTATOR
NOV 2 8 1988
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Harold Ballard's movers load up the van with Ticat gear yesterday.

Kaz Novak, The Spectator
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- Padlock ploycould seal

Ticats’

By RICK HUGHES
The Spectator

CHANGING THE locks on Ivor
l\jfynne Stadium may have cost the

ity any hope of keepm,‘ill the Tiger-
CatsmHamlerl,aslioaman!or
Harold Ballard’s Maple Leaf Gar-
dens Ltd. says.

But Mayor Bob Morrow insists
Hamilton will have a Canadian Foot-
ball League team next year and last
night was waiting for a call fmmMr
Ballard to set up a meeting to neg
tiate a new lease. He said the c:ty’s

“absolute priority” is to keep the
franchise in Hamilton,

“We are not going to allow the Ti-
ger-Cats to leave Hamilton They are
ummuchapartofmefabnc,me
life, the spirit of Hamilton. That’s !he
most important bottom line,” Mr.
Morrow said.

However, changing the locks has
angered Don Crump, Maple Leaf
Gardens Ltd. treasurer, ‘who says the

city’s latest move could hav%ﬁo
dxzed the meeting betwem
lard and the mayor.

“Now that they've ed the
locks, maybe there won't any
meeting,” a furious Mr. Crump said

Mr. Ballard has threatered to
move the team from Hamiiton be-
cause it is a perennial money loser.
He wants the city to reduce its
$300.000annualrentto$lajearThe
team has not paid uz:(?r rent since a
five-year lease expi

Thetemnmssedﬂreanteonm LLeaf Gardens directors, Mr. Ballard

said the Tiger-Cats had lost $20 mil-

day when Mr. Crump showed up at
the stadium with a mo van and
loaded up uniforms, blocking sleds
and concession equipment and car-

tedltaway
: E' Mr. Morrow would
not say what the city was willing to
do to ensure the Tiger-Cats stay. He
refused to comment when asked if
the team’s $300,000 rent for the mu-
nicipally owned stadium is negotia-
ble, but later said, “I'm on this every
hour of the day. We're available,
we're ready. We're bound and detm*
mined to make a deal”
Hea]sorefusedwrespondtoMr.
dps statements and said he
would not speculate on what the
city’s next step would be if Mr. Bal-

1ard did not call fo-set up the prom-
i9od meeking Gk g et o

fate Crump says

"~ “What T have agreed to, and had ~ menewowneroimeArgonauts,

agreementto,lsameehng And at
this point I am not aware there will
um;;tl.nfameehng.Solamwaitmgfor

But he said he'isnotmllmgto
wait indefinitely. -

The city move to change the
locks on all gates to the stadium was
done to protect city aS;ﬁTiger-Cat

ﬁlerMomw

ployees of the CFL club can
still pass through the stadium’s main
door but no trucks, such as the one
that carted away nearly all the Ticat
gear on Sunday, can get in or out.

“If we wanted to bring a truck in
hene, it wrmld be nnpoemble, said

Tlg%r-Cats’

rhanager. “I guess
Uwytoldgmrfmnandownhmw
change all the locks.” -

The city was not retaliating, he
said. The change wasmdebystaﬁ
andheﬂﬂlympportsit

“There was a great deal of con-
fusion as to who was gomg in and:
out. It's not unlikely someone baﬁ
removed from either city or
cluboouldgetmtlmeam!starttak-
mgﬂungSout” =)

Mr. Crum saxd earlier in the
week the Tigm'-Cats have paid $L.7
million n rent during the last five'
'vears. The city maintains the CFL:
«club owes it $300,000 for 1988.

At a meeting last week of Maple

lion over the last 10 years.

He offered to sell the club for $1
plus its debts, hut later said he would
continue operating the Tiger-Cats if

no buyers could be found.

Mr. Ballard has also threatened
to move the club to Toronto’s Varsi-
ty Stadium or Exhibition Stadium if
the Hamilton lease cannot be settled.
He had a similar plan for the Ticats
in 1983, but the Argonaut football:
club exercised its territorial nghts to
block the move.

However, with the Argonauts un-,
der new o as of ymte.m:l&q,f,1
that situation could change. * :

refused to be drawn

into the squabble. 1 don’t know any-

about Mr. Ballard and the Ti-
ts situation, and I won‘t
teonwhatlshappenmg.
can't do that.”
MrMorrowsmdhebnefedCFL
DougMJtdlell ester-
day on the situation. He did not ask
Mr. Mitchell to intervene.

HAMILTON SPECTAIOR
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[ Kaz Novak, The Sptater.
)

Ticats' locker room manager Swﬁy Wright checks out locked gates gt Ilvor Wynne Stadium.
AAMILTQN SPECTATOR
WOV 2 9 1988
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‘the Dublin native said. “We all hope,
smmmmmmmm%mm
it be a shame to see it rot away..”
mﬂmﬂmmm%m

o}
o
g-‘ru

Thal j :
y 's been the tion
ammewmllgam

um. I
here. As much as we might joke, it's,
asadday” Tt Co

HAMILTON SPECTATOR
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Barry Gray, The Spectatar
Workers empty concession tooth storage lockers at Ivor Wynne Stadium yesterday. loading food such as hot dogs. buns and french fries
into vans for distribution to _the city's needy through the Gcoa Shepnerd Mission.
HAMILTON SPECTATOR
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l IVOR WYNNE'S LAST STAND? __

The home

With the future of
Hamzlton sfootballteam in
doubt Torrorroit’s game
could‘be the final CFL match

By STEWART BR
The Spectator“’

14

o

f, as pessimists predict, tomor
row’s confrontation between the

Tiger-Cats and the Saskatchewan.

Roughriders turns out to be the
last Ticat game in Ivor Wynne

Stadium, fans will tend to lament the

loss of professional football more than
the stadiurn that houses it.

A stadium, after all, is only as good
as the events it showcases. Once the
roar of the crowd has subsided and
the people have gone home, there’s -
nothing quite as lonely as an empty
ballpark on a raw, rainy November-
night, espema]ly if t.he home team has
lost.

1t’s the people— onand off the field
- that make it come alive.

Qa

“My first memories are of people
booing Toronto,” says Louise :
Froggett, assistant curator of the
Canadian Football Hall of Fame and a
lifelong football fan. .

“My father and uncle took me to
Civic Stadium when I was three years
old in 1956. _

“My favorite team was the 1967
Ticats, a great one for defence. Mosca,
Henley, Barrow. Those are the names
that mean Hamilton football to me. .
They were tough and mean and the
fans were kind of tough along with '
them, all through those great years,,
from the late 1950s through the 1960s.”

A season-ticket-holder since 1977,
Louise reckons she's only missed a
couple of games along the way. v
Already, she and husband Don have
renewed for next season. )

She rates the two seasons when
Dave Beckman coached the Cats
among the low points. “But watching
the turmoil within the club the past
four or five years has been hard to
take "

For all that, Louise thinks Ivor
Wynne is a great place to watchﬁ:uf
ball.

_“Tlike the stadium. I like theprtnc

77, Imity to the field. I'm not fond of

indoor football. You go to the Sky-
Dome and you wind up watching the
game on the .mmbou'on. You mlght as
well watch it athome.

Qaa - .

“I first covered the Wlldmts'on- @
CHML in the 1940s,” says broadcaster
Norm Marshall.

“Brian Timmis was coaching the
team. Joe Krol ran one back from
own end zone for a touchdown. Thoée
things you don't forget. You some-
times forget the stadium, though.”
Marshall did radio play-by-play of the

* Ticats from 1950 to the mid-60s, before

he concentrated on television work
and switched to Saturday college foot-
ball games. Among his highlights: the
first televised Grey Cup games, in
black-and-white in 1952 and in color in
1953. All told, he described the action
on a dozen Grey Cup games.

For many of those years, his hroad-
casting partner was [vor Wynne, .
McMaster's athletic director, and later,
dean of men.

“Ivor started with us in 1954. the
year B.C. Lions joined the CFL. We
used to pick up somebody in the other
cities to do colar But we had nobody
in Vancouver

“The day before an exhibition
game, I went for a walk and ran into
Ivor, who was taking a summer course
at UBC. 1 asked him if he knew any-

.thing about the Lions. He said, yes,

he’d been watching their practices.

“1 asked him if he'd like to be a col-
orman. He said, sure, he'd give ita try.
He stayed with me on the broadcasts
right up until he died in 1970.

“Not only was he loaded with all
the relevant information, but he was
so well liked, just automatically by
people, that he really enhanced the
broadcasts. It was wonderful when °
they named the stadium after Ivor.”

. Qaa :

As an Argonaut recejver in 1952
and 1953, Al Bruno remembers the
mtimidationfactwgf.@ivic Stadium.

“The fansused tqthrow battlegat -

Of th eat Ivor Wynne Stadium

“us. Toronto fans did that at the Ticats,

too, but Hamilton fans were a little
more energetic. They were really
behind their team inthose days. Asa
‘Tiger-Cat head coach from 1983 to
1990, Bruno welcomed the closeness of

.the fans ... even the critical ones.

“Tused to laugh. The fans would

get on me pretty good right behind the
bench. The guys that really yelled at

‘me sent me a huge tree when I was

recuperating in the hospital in 1987.

“They said: ‘We're the guys who
used to boo you behind the bench.’
said: ‘T know who you are, y:'u: son-of-
a-guns.’

“The first place [ went, w.ien 1 got
back on the field, was over to them,
justtoargue.”

aaa

“Inever hoth=red to look at the sta-
dium,” says Hamilton fan Angeio
Savelli. "I always looked at the ball
games and the field.”

“My older brother tookmetoa
‘Wildcat game in 1948. I wanted Tom
Casev’s ?utograph but when I goton
the field. geez, Casey was gone.

“Imet Casey maybe 40 years later,

‘when he came to Hamilton for a hall of

fame dinner. I spotted him getting out

~of his car and went over and said:.

“Geez, you know how many yeamI‘Ve
been waiting to get this program
graphed?” - '

:  Savelli cherishes thedaysof qh “
rough, tough Ticat defences. a-:.%.,

“Back in those days, ﬁtheyhaﬂa"
,leadof seven or 14 pom:s. it wastough
to score on Hamilton.”

- .Qaa

For Bill Sturmp. the public-
address-voice of virtually every sports
event in Hamilton over the last fonr
decades, the stadium has been home.

“Idid my first PA. job whenIwasa
16-year-old at Delta, with theold .2
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stadium
vas part
f complex

“The zero hour is almost at hcmd.

a few minutes, two years of plan-
ng, of dreaming and hard work will
hieve fruition and the British Empire
mes will be under way.

“As one looks down from the heights
" the press stand on the north side of
e stadium, it is a breath-taking pic- !
rethat meets the eye.

“Everything humanly possible to
'siure the success of this great sport-
g spectacle has been done and the
ids of High Olympus gave their
essing by flooding the arena with
‘ight sunshine that came down from
loudlesssky.”

The Hamilton Spectator, Aug. 16,
130
By STEWART BROWN
The Spectator
HE FLORID prose of Spec
I‘reporter Cecil Berry aside, the
1930 British Empire Games at
amilton’s Civic Stadium were clear+
-a high-water mark — and remain so
1this day in the city’s sporting hls‘
Ty
Fifteen thousand spectators cmwmf

1 into brand-new bleachers for the

iternational event that drew athletes
om Ireland, Scotland, England, Aus-
‘Alia, New Zealand, British Guiana,
9rmuda. South Africa, Canada and

Empire Games pr0V1ded hlghllght

| “The crowd was, as usual, good
nnatured and enthusiastic, and while
the south stand reflected all the colors
pf the rainbow in feminine apparel,
;the big north stand was almost entire-
ly aseaof men'sstrawhats.” "y -

| The 1930 B.E. Games weren’t the
|first sporting events on what used to
‘be J.J. Scott’s farm, now bounded by
|K1ng Street East Melrose Avenue,

Beechwood Avenue and Balsam
'Avenue, and intersected by Cannon
Street East.

‘ 'On Valentine's Day in 1913, the city

.expropnated 13 acres from Scott. An

arbitrator decided that Hamilton

yuld pay $6,835 an acre, rather thap
the $18,500 that farmer Scott wanted.

g By 1921, the complex was hometoa

pair of soccer fields, running north-

.south where Ivor Wynne Stadium
Inow stands, a baseball fiéld, a cricket
pitch, bowlmg green and children’s
playgmund

The summer of 1930 brought the

British Empire Games but virtually
'nothing remains today of that Civic
Stadium.

! When the Hamilton Tigers and
‘Wildcats combined to form the Tiger-
‘Cats in 1950, the team played games at

Civic Stadium but kept its clubhouse

and practice field at the H.A.AA.

'Grounds on Charlton Avenue in

‘southwest Hamilton.

' The stadium's south stand was
rebuilt in 1959, while a new north
stand was erected in 1971 - the same

year AstroTurf was introduced ~ well

F

* e bA Lro wm'. *
" CLVIC mmum
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. Reynolds addecl her two cents’ ‘mtm\e for Hamilton’s hosting of the [

Ol‘th 1972 GI EYCUP game. l f . 1 1
I Civ Stadium ot its new name in ||'| i |d t Civi Stad m Tio toaCI L ame duﬂn Ile 960’5
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Spectator file photo

December, 1970, five weeks after the

death at 51 of Ivor Wynne, a former time athletic director and dear of

chairman of the parks board, long: men at McMaster University and foot-
ball color commentator onra dioand

television.
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Hamilton Cardinals at the Civic Stadi-
um baseball field. Then Idid high-  |gs
school games from adingy little booth ey
on the north side of Civic Stadium.” "~ |8
Now, Sturrup is the PA. voice at
both Ivor Wynne and Toronto's Sky- |
Dome. “My position is as a league offi- |
cial. The PA. announcers are paid by
the CFL just the same as the referees. ;
“Ivor Wynne has beena very com- b i
fortable place. I've seen it grow from |
both sides to what it is now. I've spent
alot of hours of my life down there,
doing all sorts of things, from being
the awe-struck high-school kid, to
being the assistant PA. guy, to taking
overthe PA. :

copoetts. frughe They dfn&ym y SPECTATO
aw many pizzas or [ucKy-NUIne- -
ber? at Rush_mll:certs sy gk NOV 5139
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Radio host runs afoul
of Wynne family in bid
to rename stadium

By CARMELINA PRETE
The Spectator

leio morning man John Hardy had
crow a la mode on the breakfast
menu for a broadcast blunder that
prompted an on-air apology.

The red-faced CHML radio celebrity
said he erred and apologized yesterday
morning to family. friends and fans of
late hometown hero Tvor Wynne for sug-
zesting the sports .
stindium named in
his honour be re-
named to commem-
orate Hamilton's |
Hall of Fame quar-
terback Bernie
Faloney. |

Wynne was ath-
letie director and L %
dean of students at Hardy
McMaster Univer- _
sity and his passion
for sports was
known nationally,
Faloney. a leg-
endary Ticat, made
headlines  earlier
this week after pub-
licly describing his
personal battle
with colon cancer Wynne
while helping to
launch a new cancer support group.

Hardy read the headlines and not
much else before going on air Thursday
with the “spontaneous suggestion” to
strip Wynne's name from the stadium.

Hardy. who has been with CHMI. 21
vears. said he didn't quite know who
Ivor Wynne was or that the stadium had
been named in the man's honour only 28
yearsago. “Ididn't realize it was that re.
cent. [didn’t do my homework.,™ admit-
ted Hardy. 1 thought there should be a
suitable tribute to (Faloney) while, and I
don’t mean to be morbid. he's still here
to recognize the gratitude ... It was a
well-intentioned bad idea (and) an un-
fair and inappropriate thing to suggest.
Lfeel very bad, professiona Ily and per--
sonallv™

But Hardy said what really made him
“feel like a heel” was hearing from the
Wynne family, who reminded him of

their patriarch’s contributions in mu-
nicipal government and national sports
circles.

“All L ask is that he do his research,”
said Penny Wynne, who never knew her
father-in-law. “How can you be honour-
ing people by taking the name off some-
thing? ... It makes no permanent hon-
our”

Hardy apologized privately and puh-
licly to the Wynne family. who said the
matter is now considered h istory

Still, the suggestion disappointed
Robert Wynne, Peggy’s husbhand.

“It was obvious to me that he didn’t
know the history of dad,” said the 51-
year-old Ancaster father of four “To
have dad attached toa stadium isa great
privilege to our family ... But (Hardy's
mistake) has given some chance to reac-
quaint people with the history attached
toalandmark.”

Ivor Wynne died a day shy of his 52nd
birthday in November 1970, His death
Wwas mourned by many — from students
to politicians. The former chairman of
the city's parks board was considered
largely responsible for Menastors
physical educatiop course and the plan-
ning and development of its athleiies
complex. A month after his teath the
fortner Civie Stadium, home of the
Tiger-Cats, was renamed in his honour

“It was not well thought out.” sai
Darry] Hartwick, CHML program -
vector. of Hardy's idea. “It's an internaj
matter for us to deal with.”

Mayor Bob Morrow said he has no m-
tention to rename the stadium by be-
lieves the city should commemorate
Faloney's local contributions,

“There is something I am trying to
achieve .., something significant .. tn
honour him,” said Morrow, who said he
won't provide details until he speaks
with Faloney. who could not be reached
for comment.

Hardy, who calls Faloney a arent
Canadian, hopes the man wil] be hon-
oured but remains humble about his er-
ror “I'will take 101 per cent of the blame
... There's no excusing this. but at least
now I have a better understanding of
who Ivor Wynne was.”

i 1 ]
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Our gem of a park

Football fans will love improvements to Fvor Wynne

swith most things historical, thereisa
recedent for what Ticat owner Bob Young

_hopes will happen at Ivor Wynne Stadium.
1t’s called Fenway Park,

“People didn’t realize they had a gem here and it
took the ' 67 Miracle Team to make them recognize

-it,” says Richard Johnson, curator of the New
England Sports Museum in Boston, and
co-author of the book Red Sox Century.

“It was sort of like the scene in The Wizard of
Oz when it turns from black and white to colour.

‘It was a changein attitude and latitude. People
.came to Fenway and rediscovered it

People had always come to Fenway and loved it.
The problem in the 1060s was that most of those
people weren't from Boston. They weren't the
regulars who had to cram their rumps into the
narrow seats, whohad to fight massive queues at
concession stands, who had to hope the ill-lit and
inadequate washrooms were still usable when
they finally got their turn.

Admittedly, the Red Sox had terrible teams in
that era, but between 1952 and 1966 the Sox never
averaged above 15,626 fans per game and twice -
tumbled below a10,000 average.

“{Owner Tom) Yawkey had become apathetic
about the club and park,” Johnson recalls. “He
saw Fenway Park wasn’t justregarded as’a
tear vworn park, alot of people call it a dump?”

W1 .ile the park didn’t change much, perception
did and since thelate 196 0s, Fenway has been the
hardes: ticket in sport.

Yet when Ted Williams, the greatest pure hitter
who ever lived, played the last game of his bril -
liant and bittersweet career —hitting a homer in
what everyone knew was his final at-bat — at
Fenway in1960, there were only 10,454 inthe
audience. Best-selling author John Updike wrote
his classic “Hub Fans Bid Kid Adieu” for The New
Yorker magazine around that game and described
Fenway as a tiny, emerald jewel where everything
“is in curiously sharp focus.”

While none carry the literary heft of Updike,
Ivor Wymnne has it share of Iyrical worshippers,
too. But they'rescattered throughout the
Canadian Football League in cities not named
Hamilton. They talk of the compactness and the

immediacy. And they talk of the intimidating wall

along the south sideline as if it were the Green
Monster at Fenway, bestowing its horrors upon
visitor and home team alike. _
Outsiders who haven’t had to abide the absurd
-scoreboard, gloomy under-stands and washroom
lineups more :5an once or twice a year can
instantly see what so many of us here long ago
became blind to: the rare, communal, intimacy of
abuilding which not only offers the best view of

STEVE MILTON

football anywhere in the country, but which walks
hand in hand with the history of the Canadian
game.

“There is a spiritual aspect to this, it's not just
the architecture,” says Johnson, who minors in
the relationship between sports stadia and their
communities. “You don’t ever want to lose
that”

Young seems to have a firm grip on that con-
cept, If there is anything positive about Hamil -

- ton’s rejection as Commonwealth Games’ host,

it's that we’re now forced to deal head-on with
Ivor Wynne. This is where the institution which
most broadly represents the city, the Haniilton
Tiger-Cats, will continue to play, perhaps for the
rest of their days. This is what will help define to
the rest of the world what is good or bad about
Hamilton. It is our choice whether it's the posi* ve
or negative which is emphasized, just a5 1% Las
been with New Englanders and Fenw v, Shrine or
outhouse?

With his promise toredecorate the stzdium’s
underbelly in light -enhancing colours and his
state-of-the-art scoret oard just three menths
frominstallation, Young may shirt iocal
perception of Ivor Wynne from what’s lacking to
what's treasured. The scoreboard, inparticular.
will close the place in, emphasize theintimaz
The darker hue of the new turf has already started
that process.
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“Youneed progress,” Johnson agrees. “You

an’t just play in a museum.

“History sells, and the Red Sox owners have
discovered that. Your people (in Hamilton) should
pay attention to what the Sox’ owners have done.
They basically have paid hornage to tradition
while turning over a page or two: for instance
putting the seats over the left field wall, That
brings attention back to what was great about the
park before? '

It says here that is exactly what the new scors-
board will do for Ivor Wynne. That, and a team
which wins more than one game,

sﬁiuon@rhaepec.com'
6G5-526-3268
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[vor Wynne shows its age

Immediate repairs
needed to structure

BY KEN PETERS
=

A recent consultant’s report shows Ivor
Wynne Stadium requires between $50,000
to $75,000 in immediate structural im-
provements as part of anecessary $15 million
upgrade over the next 10 years.

The repair bill has at least one Hamilton
politician wondering whether it’s time for
council to jump-start talks with senior lev-
els of government on a new facility, which
could cost as much as $80 million:

‘I think the time has come
where we should sit with a
number of the partners and ...
look at all the options.’
BERNIE MORELLI

“I think the time has come where we
should sit with a number of the partners and
start to look at all the options. Where do the
major users of the facility see this going, how
efficient is the place. We’re at that point,”
said Councillor Bernie Morelli, a member of
the city’s culture and recreation committee
in whose ward the stadium sits.

“It needs to be reviewed not only from the
perspective of not only providing a safe fa-
cility from a structural point ot view but

whether it serves as a facility that is required
in these times and those coming forward,
given how football has moved forward,”
Morelli continued.

A resurgence in fan interest saw the
Hamilton Tiger-Cats attract an average of
more than 27,000 fans per game last season.

Morelli said there is no question the city
will have to inake the immediate repairs.

“We have aresponsibility to ensure that it
is safe because, quite frankly, to do other-
wise would be totally irresponsible and
probably criminal” he said.

In Hamilton’s most recent Common-
wealth Games bid, the city’s pitch included
the cost of constructing a $150 million sta-
dium. But that project died when Common-
wealth Games Canada selected Halifax
to carry the country’s hopes for the 2014
event,

The city recently hired a consultant to as-
sess the 75-year-old facility and found the
concrete seating slabs and support steel in
the south and east portions of the stands
“are beginning to show signs of deteriora-
tion” and should bereplaced within the next
decade.

“The assessment results have further con-
cluded that the steel stairwells in all three
bleachers are also showing signs of deterio-
ration and that several stairs need immediate
attention,” states a recent report from Iée-
Anne Priel, general manager of community
services.

Cultural and recreation spokesman Dale
Wood confirmed yesterday the city-owned
facility requires $50,000 to $75,000 for the
replacement of the steel stairwells.

“To do concrete repairs and steel repairs
downtheroad it can get up to ... $15 million
was the estimate in the report that was pre-
pared. That’s over a 10 year period,” he said.

The Hamilton Tiger-Cats, the facility’s
main tenant, are entering the third-year of
their five-year lease. The club has already
spent $3 million on stadium improvements,
mainly to the press box and concessions.
confirmed Christopher Dean, the club’s
general manager of business operations.

“We love Ivor Wynne and we want to
work in partnership with the city” he said. “1
think it's a dialogue we’re going to have ‘¢
have with the city as time moves forward ”

The looming stadium repairs wo:ld se=m
toput on hold any plans the Ticats may have
of bringing the Grey Cup to Steeltown any-
time in the near future.

nna

The deadline for Tiger-Cat season ticket
renewal is tomorrow at § p.m. Dean reports
the club expects to surpass the 17,000 sea-
son ticket subscribers from last season, the
highest total in recent memory.

kpeters@thespec.com
905-526-3388
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" Cats kick off stadium

BY JOHN KERNAGHAN
_—-—

The Tiger-Cats need a new or
revamped home and city hall has a two-
year window to resolve the issue, the

debate

Failing Ivor Wynne needs replacement, /
club president says time is running out’

football club’s president said yesterday
“Where do we play?” Scott Mitchell
asked after outlining a decision he said
can't be put off any longer.
His call to action prompted Mayor

Fred Eisenberger to promise a new
home for the Tiger-Cats will be a top
priority once the current budget
process is completed.

Mitchell defined theissueinaspeech
at The Mayor's Luncheon, noting Ivor
Wynne Stadium is declining rapidly
and would cost $30 million to
$40 million to rebuild.

Mitchell said the city can go that

route and have a limited-use facility in
a residential area or consider a new
stadium capable of housing more
events. It would cost $150 million to
$200 million, he estimated. )
Eisenberger said he'ddirect city staff
to start examining options, including -
an inner-city location, as soon as the
city’s budget is ironed out. :
Ivor Wynne started as Civic Stadium
in1930 when it was built for the British
Empire Games. Mitchell sfressed the
risk with aging stadiums, pointing out
one side of Ottawa’s Landsdowne Park
was condemned as unsafe recently.

jkernaghan@thespec.com
005-526-3422
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BY JOHN KERNAGHAN

The elephant known as the stadiumis-
sue is not only in the room, its trunk is
tapping city leaders on the shoulder.
Hamilton faces a decision in the next
two or three years — either revamp ag-

ing Ivor Wynne Stadium for up to $40

million or find a spot for and finance a
brand new home for the Tiger-Cats.
That bill? Up to $200 million.

Tiger-Cat president Scott Mitchell '

was clearly pushing for thelatter witha
Mayor’s Luncheon address yesterday
centred on “the vision for Hamilton
and its future through technology,
downtown revitalization and sports
infrastructure”

Hetold a group of city staff and busi- .

ness people that it was a kind of “per-
fect storm,” the challenge of the stadi-
umissue also presenting an opportuni-
ty if Hamilton wants to position itself
as a sport centre for Eastern Canada.
Mitchell pointed out Tiger-Cat own-
er Bob Young has set a tone for Hamil-
ton by establishing the football club’s
offices and two other businesses, Lulu
Inc. and MRX Associates, downtown.
Lulu is a growing self-publishing
company and MRX is in the promo-

&y

HAMILTON SPECTATOR FILE PHOTO

Ticat president Scott Mitchell is urging the city to invest in a new multipurpose stadium rather than revamp Ivor Wynne.

tional and event marketing field.
Mitchell painted a picture of a new
stadium that could incorporate halls of
fame like the Canadian Football hall
and homeless Canadian Sports hall as
well as head offices for national teams.

The Ticat president said 8,000 to
10,000 people in Toronto are employed
in sports-related jobs, and some na-
tional sports organizations are finding
office space too expensive there.

He added that sports centres twin |

nicely with the emphasis on health and
fitness at McMaster University.

The equation of stadium, national
sports offices and improved recre-
ational facilities could be accelerated if
Hamilton gets back in the Games-bid-

(¥
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ding business, successfully this time
with the Pan-Am Games.

Mitchell reminded his audience that
Manchester, England, used the 2002
Commonwealth Games to revitalize a
city demoralized by the loss of tradi-
tional industries. .

Mayor Fred Eisenberger said after

Mitchell’s speech that the city has to
move soon to study the stadium op-
tions. He said he favours an inner-city
location fo1 a new stadium, but not a
waterfront site.

The site floated in the 2010 Com-
monwealth Games plan was Bay and

Barton streets injan areanow dominat -

ed by Rheem Canada Ltd., which is

pulling out in2009.

Eisenberger said that site would help
create a corridor connecting down-
town with the watei front.

But he added any new stadium pro-
posalwouldhavei. .. lude other busi-
nesses and attractions to make it a
year-long destination.

Otherlocations suggestedinthe past
have been near the Hamiltoi: airpo:t
and on the east Mountaia,

jkernaghan@thespec.com
905-526-3422
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Kickoff for -
stadium debhate

So, the Hamilton Tiger- Cats say they need a new or refurbished stadi-
um to be viable. Some cynics might wonder, don’t they have to start
playing football again, first? We're not among the cynics, however, and
would never wonder such a mean thing. )

Kidding aside, the question here isn’t whether or not Hamilton and
its beleaguered football franchise need a new or renovated stadium.
The age and condition of venerable Ivor Wynne Stadium provide the
answer, but in case you've been living in a cave, the answer is a re-
sounding yes.

The real and more perplexing question is the same one city council
grappled with around our deteriorating City Hall. Do we do majorren-
ovations to bring Ivor Wynne up to standard, and at the same time pre-
serve the historic and unique character of the Balsam Streetlandmark?
Or do we bid a fond farewell, and build a new stadium to house the Cats
(who are sure to be winning again by the time all this happens) and oth-
er big outdoor events, too? ) ;

And the answer is ... not going to appear here, at least not today
When Cats president Scott Mitchell told the Mayor’s Luncheon this
week that the stadium question needs to be solved within a window of
acouple of years, Mayor Fred Eisenberger’s response was entirely ap-
propriate. He said the issue would be front and centre as soon as the
current budget process is complete: And the mayor pledged to have
staff start examining the various options.

So far, so good. This is ahugely complex matter that requires exten-
sive research, visioning and a sound business case before a decision is
taken. Current cost estimates, which may or may not be accurate, sug-
gest overhauling the 77-year-old Ivor Wynne will cost betwec:
$30 and $40 million, while building from scrateh will cost $150to$2c0
million. That's a big difference in price tag, but it tells only part of the
story. ;

The former Civic Stadium certainly has history and nos talgiaoniis
side. But it also has major limitations, most notablyitslocationina firi-
ly developed residential area with no potential for growth in parking,
major issues around access and limited capacity toaccommodatelarg-
er-scale events. Other schools of thought advocate a greenfield loca-
tion, probably on the Mountain, near the Linc or airport, which is
much less romantic but certainly addresses the road access and park-.
ingissues. Still other options include anotherlocation in the lower city,
perhaps on the waterfront or in the North End, making effective use of
brownfield property left vacant by unfortunately retreating industry
and manufacturing.

All these ideas have merits, and drawbacks. A thorough assessment,
undertaken with urgency and calm, should facilitate lively discussion
and debate, and allow for a clear-headed decision that will stand the
Cats and their city in good stead for the next 77 years, at least.

— Howard Elliott | R

HAMILTON SPECTATOR
SEP 29 2007
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['m game lor some stadium magic

_l_)ivot'al decision:
rebuild or move

Nearly 20 years ago, Baltimore had
one of the worst downtowns in all of
North America. Driving through the
streets of boarded-up buildings after
boarded-up buildings was like taking
a tour through a nuclear fallout zone
after the bomb had landed.

Today, the areais booming. And
you'd be hard-pressed to find anyone
who doesn't lay the credit for stimu-
lating the turnaround at the feet of the
Baltimore Orioles and their construc-
tion of Camden Yards.

-» Now, Hamilton is hoping a new
football stadium might be able todo
the same here. Debate has started
about whether to repair Ivor Wynne
Stadium or build anew $200-million-
or-so facility somewhere else in town,
with hopes of getting the downtown

econoniy humming.

Question is, where? And is this kind
of turnaround even possible hera.
+ Truthis, the most sensible location
is probably somewhere around the
airport. There’s enough available land
for a stadium and sufficient parking.
There's growing development. Once
the Red Hill Creek Expressway is fin-
ished, just about anyone in the city

could get there in about 20 minutes.
Andif the area can handle airplane
noise, it can certainly survive outdoor
concerts through the summer.

But it's clear the first choice and po-
litical will is downtown. Sois therea
spot that can make sense in the core?

Not the waterfront location favoured
by some during the first Common-
wealth Games bid, that’s for sure.

While it would certainly offer a pic-
turesque view of the harbour, it’s .
worth remembering some other great
facilities built right on the water.
Cleveland Stadium. Exhibition Stadi-
um. Candlestick Park. All which
shared the nickname The Mistake By " .
The Lake for good reason.

Sitting in the stands as the wind
howls through the stadium and fans
are pelted with rain blowing sideways
isn’t fun. Furtheriore, access to the
area is exceedingly limited. Single-
lane roads are not sufficient to handle

the vehicles expected, unless yoidon't

mind going to a game on Sunday and

not getting home until Tuesday.
Meaning, in addition to the cost of

the stadium, millions would have tobe

spent on fixing and expanding roads.
Similar traffic concerns would be a
significant issue at another rumoured
site onland at Confederation Park.
And at the soon-to-be-abandoned
Rheem property near Barton and Bay.
Yet that last site clearly has the most

potential. It's a close walk to the
downtown. It’s adjacent torail lines
that could offer public transit oppor-
tunities. It's near the waterfront de-
velopment, without being right on the
harbour. And it’s big enough to handle
parking requirements.

But is the city really willing to spend
$200 million or more on this, orisit
talking big but hoping to do this on the
cheap? To see why thisis such akey is-
sue, let’s go back to Maryland.

Yes, Baltimore revitalized its down-
town on the strength of anew stadium,
soit canbe done, eveninthe most des-
titute areas. But before city hall gets too
overconfident, it needstoremember
that Camden Yards is alavish, archi-

tecturally stunning facility that cost
$110 million tobuild 1989. In fact, it
was so magnificent that it started arev-
olution in baseball stadium design that
turned teams away from concrete
bowls to retro parks with outstanding
amenities, all served withinan old-
time feel.

It spawned imitators in Cleveland,
Detroit, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, Mil-
waukee, San Diego and other cities
that used gorgeous stadia as centre-
pieces totheir resurrected cores.

Creating a beautiful stadium here

might capture the same magicin abot-
tle Baltimore found. But that costs alot
of money. Throwing together a cookie-
cutter facility that's out of date — and
out of style — nearly as soon asit’s
opened, won't have the same impact.

“You've only got the opportunity to
doit right once,” says Tourism Hamil -
ton executive director David Adames.

One other thing to consider. All
those stadia that did such wonders for
their cities were baseball fields with 81
home dates a year. The Ticats have
just nine home games and one exhibi-
tion tilt. Which is why, as easy as it is
to find abaseball park that’shada
positive impact, it’s equally impossi-
ble to find a football field that's done
the same by itself.

That could be overcome by design-
ing a stadium with an 8,000-seat
hockey arena attached to draw more
people to the area throughout the year.
But moving the Bulldogs there would
essentially kill Copps Coliseum, cre-
ating a whole new set of problems.

Makes you wonder if saving some
dough by rebuilding Ivor Wynne might
not just be the best idea after all.

Hey, Chicago's downtown is doing
OK, and Wrigley Field is 93 years old.

sradley@thespec.com
905-526-2440
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Stars come out at night

AHL president says all-star or regular-season game at Ivor Wynne possible

By Garry McKAY
[ BINGHAMTON, N.Y. 1 The

American Hockey League all-star .

game outdoors at Ivor Wynne
Stadium? It’s not as far-fetched as
youmight think.

League president Dave Andrews
said at his annual state-of-the-
league news conference yesterday
at the all- star festivities that there
has been a lot of informal talk
among governors about playing an
outdoor game.

“We should be talking about
scheduling issues and all they
want to talk about is playing an
outdoor game,” Andrew said jok-
ingly of the governors. “I think the
concept of us playing an outdoor
game is very real. I don't think it
would be that difficult to do.
Whether it would be a regular-
season game or perhaps even the
all-star game is something we’d
have tolook at .

Hamilton GM and governor
Glenn Stanford said it is some-
thing they will definitely look into.

“If the league wants to do an
outdoor game, we owe it to our

HAMILTON SPECTATOR FILE PHOTO
A WET, CHILLY EVENING. Todd Bertuzzi, foreground, was happy to be back on the ice and playing with fellow NHLers dur-
ing the Our Game to Give charity hockey aame, held 2t '+ Wynne Stadium, in April 2005,

community to at least look into it,”
he said.

He also mentioned that if the
Bulldogs were to do it, he would

prefer it to be the all-star game. point out that this is different.
The Bulldogs have traditionally “If it’s the all-star game out-

not shown any interest in hosting  doors, it becomes an event and

the all-star game, but Stanford Hamiltonisanevent city! said the

HAMILTON SPECTATOR
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Bulldogs' general manager.

Stanford has experience mnning
the all-star game. He ran the St.
John’s Maple Leafs when they
hosted the 2002 game at Mile One
Stadium.

Stanford said any discussion
about an outdoor game in Hamil-
ton would have to wait until the
team’s negotiations with HECFI
are concluded, which he felt could
be soon.

The hockey club and Hamilton
Entertainment and Convention
Facilties Inc. are in negotiations
for the latter to take over market-
ing and advertising sales for the
hockey franchise.

“For us to do the all-star game
outdoors at Ivor Wynne wouldn’t
just be the Bulldogs doing it/
Stanford explained. “It would re-
quire HECFI and the city to be in-
volved. But now that word of this
isout, Iexpect we might hear what
HECFI thinks about the idea very
quickly”

gmckay@thespec.com
905-526-3242
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‘Creative thinking’

HECFI, Dogs show interest in pursuing outdoors game idea

By Garry McKAY
The idea of an American Hockey
League all-star game played
outdoors at Ivor Wynne Stadium
is definitely worth pursuing.
That’s the opinion of Duncan
Gillespie, chief executive officer
of Hamilton Entertainment and
Convention Facilities Inc.

“It certainly fits into the creative
thinking that we're trying to
incubate here at HECFI,” Gillespie
said. “~n event like that at Ivor
Wynne is something that we
would certainly want to take alook
at ‘and explore to determine
whether it’s something that’s a
good thingtodo”

Dave Andrews, president cof the
AHL, floated the idea of an
outdoor game during his state of
the league news conference at the
league’s annual showcase event

Monday in Binghamton, N.Y.-

He said there was nothing
concrete in place but that a
number of the league’s governors
were kicking around the idea.
Since the concept is only in its
infancy, Andrews said they
weren't sure whether it should be
aregular season game or possibly
even the all-star game.

Bulidogs’  president  and
governor Clenn Stanford said they
were certainly interested in
exploring the concept, but felt
that if they were going to do it it
should be the all-star game
because that makesit an event and
the Steel City is known as an event
market.

Both Stanford and Gillespie
agree that any move to go forward
with the concept would have to
wait until HECFIand the Bulldogs

finish their negotiations for
HECFI to take over marketing,
ticket sales and advertising sales
for the hockey club. Those
discussions are ongoing.

“Ithink we’re in the final stages
of consummating that deal”
Gillespie explained. “I think there
is adesire by both parties to dothis
and it’s a mutually beneficial
arrangement. We're right in.the
final stages of our due diligence.

“If this deal with the Bulldogs
goesthrough, it (an outdoor game)
would still be a partnership with
the Bulldogs and I think Glennsaid
itbest...it would become an event
... and everyone, including
Tourism Hamilton, would have to
be involved.”

gmckay@thespec.com
905-526-3242
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