TR

: _‘(Post and. the. :
_Maryland~ Dr: Batra's.
in-law, Roger Tubby, served as.

TR

B Beltsville, . Md.

' Saranac

Presidenit Harry Truman’s press
Secretary. He co-publistied the
Adirondack Daily Enterprise from
1953 to 1961 when President
Kennedy appointed him: assistant
Secretary of State for Public
Affairs and then United States
ambassaa'or to the United Nations
in Geneva, Switzerland.)
¢ By PAUL HERRMANN
. -Special to the Enterprise .
.. Lekh Raj Batra, PLD. died on
999, in. Washmgton

glay 20,
C. of a cerebral hemorthage, -

Dr. Batra was the wife of Suzanne
T\Jbby, Ph.D., formally of Saranac

" Lake, and the son-in-law of Anné
“Williams “Tubby and the late

Roger Tubby, beth of Saranac
Lake. Both Drs. Batra and Tubby

Umted Statés Department of
Agriculture’s Research Center at
and Irved

eenbelt Md.

near the, Thar Desert in. western

Punjdb in 1930 and grew up in.an

isofated V1llage near the Indus
River in what is now Pakistan. He
and’ his family -became refugees
when in 1947 the British parti-
tioned the Indian subcontinent
into. predominately, Moslem,
Pakistan  and predommately
Hindu, India. As a result of the
partition, which- impoverished his
family, Dr. Batra-began a life long
interest in mushrooms.

The young Lekh Raj Batra
would forage the hills. for edible
mushrooms to help feed his fami-
ly, which he became an expert at
identifying.

This led to a carer in mycolo-

gy — the branch -of Botany deal-
ing with fungi. ~Accoiding. to. his
May 26, 1999 obituary in the

, Washmgton Post newspaper, Dr.
+Batra cultared and jdentified thou- .
sands -of .unknown, fungi and:dis<*

_'ycovered 38 new ﬁungus drseases

m plants
<¢ Pr: Batra recerved hls ‘bache-

“'lor’s’ and " mastet’s degrees - in
Botany from Punjab. University in

Tndia. He-eamngd: his doctorate in
“Botany "at- the: New - York “State

«ollege of Agrrculture at-Comnell .-

He. subse-
Botany at

'Unrversrty in Ithaca
‘quently ~ taught.

Swarthimore College, a small-

-coeducational, - Quaker College

. near, Phrladelphra where ‘he_met

_his: wife, Suzanne. W; Tubby. ‘At-.
“the time, she was.a- student there

- “in the late :1950s. " . ;

(. "~ According to her mother, Anne:
“Tubby, ‘Suzanne” met her -futie. -,

. husband-while taking a course.in .
Advanced Botdny at Swarthimote.

; Y
Dr. Batra had hlS frrst long vrsrt to

.dramatically . announced )
n  ‘Batra and l are gomg to be .mar-
: : Cpedt”: -
Dr. Batra, a Hmdu was bom,'

~Greenbelt Md.’ near the fed

: 'doctorate

and flashing white teeth,

““He was very attractive,” Anne
Tubby recalled.

Dr. Batra subsequently stayed
with the Tubbys at their Trudeau
Road home for three weeks during
the summer between Suzanne’s
junior and senior years in college.

Early oné moming during the
following Christmas vacation,
while Dr. Batra was sleepmg in,
the ‘Tubbys’ den, and her father,
Roger Tubby, was off to work at
the  Adirondack Daily Enterprise.
{which he then co-owned),
Suzanne marched into her moth-
er’s bedroom dressed in a tradi-
tronal Hindu sazi (a woman's gar-
ment, worn especially in India,

- consisting of a long cloth wrapped.
ere research scientists at the

around. the body).” With a Hindy’
caste spot on her forehead, she
. SCDr

Lekh Raj Batra ‘and Suzanne?

W, Tubby were subsequently mar-

ried in Delhi, India on June_ 12,

1960 in a Hindu. cefemony ‘with
‘Suzanarnie adorned in.a sari and

Lekh in a White shirt and frousers.
A traditional Indian henheymoon
followed on a houseboat at Lake
Dahl in Kashmir. However Dr.
Batra stayed in India to work for
the Indian government while
Suzanne returned to the United
States to pursué her doctorate in
entomology (the branch of zoolo-
gy dealing with insects) at the
University of Kansas in
Lawrénce.

Dr. Batra soon returned to the
Uriited States. and joined his wife
in Lawrence, where he taught at
the university and where their
daughter, Mira, was born in 1967.
Mira has recently. graduated from

medical scheol and is a resident

physrcran at’ Saint Vmcent’
Hospital inh New York-Cits

Suzaniie Teceived  hér. Pt D
1967, the. Batras ;

: government 5. Agncultural
‘Research : Center -in . -nearby: -
Beltsville; - where -Dr, Batra,
became employed '

-After the. birth. of | therr son,;‘

Persa Wwho is now studymg for his
im,

Research Center- -

Batra,- graduated from medrc
schoot: -

L “I—Irs death hlt Suzanne hard "

Anne Tubby was 1mmed1ately "
‘impressed with Dr, Batrals smile

Washington, D.C. She Ioves. o

. Which. an oil painting of her hus-

"Pplayed in the sanctuary, a young

. climatology- -at:

‘Pennsylvanja State:- University,-:

Dr: Suzanne *Tubby  also’ begar

-work at the BeltsvrlleAgrrcultural .

RS ‘ accomphshment
- “Dr, Batra had been retrred four»‘

. years from. the ‘center at the fime
. of his-death; During: the. 10 days:
- he 'was ina coma, Dr, Tubby also’ .

retrred and ‘their daughter,- M}ra,_.

-"nor

tir g
the Enterprrse 5 mtervrew wrth
Anne Tubby at the Saranac Lake
Free Library. Offering coffee, she
said, “He (Dr. Batra) was a hesi-
tant man, but so happy to see peo-
ple.”

a foreign country to hiir and he
had new mannerisms to leam. He:
was a very good father. Indians.
love their children. The kids.
thought ie was great!”  ~

. Dr. Suzanne Tubby 1s now .
doing volunteer  work ‘at the

Smithsonian  Ingtitution in
hunt, fish and garden, and often_
returns {o Saranac Lake. to do all.,
three. She loves the outdoors'

according fo her mogher.’

, Colleagues and frlends crowd-' ]
ed Dr. Batra funeral service at the,

Greenbelt Community Church last

May-in Greenbeit, Md. The Rey. -
‘Daniel R, Harhlin led the multi-

cultural memorial Service ‘during
band: by Suzangje- Tubby was-dis-,
Jewish woman and 4. young’

Moslem 'man recited prayers frorn'
their respective faiths,. family

members eulogized him-and the .

alter was covered with a tradition-
al, Punjabi, .mirrored cloth.
Afterward there was a reception

appropriately featuring Indian
food as well as an assortment of |

fungi, including truffles, morels
and oyster mushrooms
Dr. Batra's body ‘was cremated

and his ashes will be returned to 7§
India in the spring for a Hindu
Anne Tubby .
expects there will be an emotional .
Purijabi funeral with moaning and =
wailing. Dr, Batra had two broth-

burial service.

ers and ‘two sisters.

Anne Tubby reminisced_that

when her daughfer and son—m—law
were newly mamed they gave his
.famrly a water “buffalo for milk.

f - The young: Mrs: Batra could ot “ ..
“$peak to'her -new. father-in-law  ©

e-spoke to her ‘She'alsohad

"to-coVer her: head before entermgl

the. Bidtra home. -
“Bveryone..- respected Dr

Batra,” Anne. Tubby said. s

Evidence of - .this* s’

Dr. Batra-ameng. 10 peop]e féa-.
tured -ini "an. ‘article’ entitied

“Passings 1999’f in 1ts Dec 26,.

1999 issue. -

~¥They -held hves of quret
arid intérest,
:which -garner. ther neither fame.
‘reward * but.- should’ be -
-acknowledged 7 - nonetheless
wrote the:Post. -~
he Post artiele recogmzed Dr

Batra,as{‘one of the 'world’s lead-

*+ ing-experts i mycology It cited

Dr Batra for. travelmg ‘the WOrld

Anmne Tubby added, “This was .

the
Washmgton Post’s- inclusion . .of .

* thousands.
Beltsville Aorrcultural Research,

.<~

rdentrfymc frurt klllmg fungx,
* writing four books ‘and more thdn
130 scientific articles. It quoted-a’
colleague, Marie: Tousignant, as
saying: - “He was known’ world-
“wide “for his, work .in mycology
He once translated alt-of theLatin

“seienfific terms into’ Japanese He :
" waé truly fascinating.”

Dr:. Batra’s, May 26, 1999
obrtuary in-the Washrrwton Postj
also fecognized him for serving in
:the. Indian Army-and. being flent,
.-insix, different Indian “languages.”
- and . ‘scripts - including -Hinduy,
Pun_rabl
Pasto

The POSt also acknowledged'

Dr Batra’s. partrcrpatron in-com-
+mbnity activities .including “the '

. Béltsville Rotary Club. He also

-successfully opposed the sale of .
of acres of - the.

Center {o developers

Greenbelt Md one of the, first .
_planned communhities. that ‘the.

(WPA) . developed  during

“New Deal in.the 1930s. Dr..
Batra’s Washington Post obltuary

commrttees of

and .

Hmdvr, Sanskrrt and’

~ The Batras _lived.'in- nearby |

.Works .Project Admlmstratron_

Presrdent Franklrn D. Roosevelt’ s

cites .him for volunteerma on.,
the Greenbelt

Home Cooperatrve and the gity of
-Greenbelt,>Dr; Batra was-also an

-advisor to -the: Prrnce George s',
ool science * Ba
or to.gradu- " lag

County (Maryland)
program and: an a

_ates. stadents in the: Washmgton ter'sr
DC. area. and abroad accordmg ]

chrldren “and - partrcrpated

patades. -and _other comm;umty System
colleague -
" is‘a project of the Unite Natlons

-functions, . Former'
Marie T usighant: 'remembered
that, ‘Dr:-
Greenbelt Labor bay". Parade

dressed’ in ‘jeans,: plaid.shirt and-
straw Hat accompanred by d:sow- in

‘and- I3 piglets.. A neigtibor. of 20

< Tilled to sleep with a lecture on
“botany.” . .

After his retirement, Dr. ‘Batra
wrote a two-volume autobiogra-
phy in, whrch he  described . “his
chrldhood in.an Indis River valley

 village, his - student yeats ‘in’’

Lahore, Pakrstan where he was the

‘first memher of his family to

attend high school and ‘college,
.and the devastatmc effect that the

" Indian subcontments partition

had by creating more ‘than four
llion refugees m the month of

He 'also enJoyed entertammg B

Batra appeared i w'~
“Culttiral
,'(UNESCO».

“years, Beth Norden, remiembered
‘Lekh volunteering to baby-sit her.
_"3-month old daughter ‘whom-he 'his autobrography an
‘ tooether in' India, They w

_to Tridia. ‘together - thrs,;sprmg,

_,Tubby Batra had: hopec%
“his ashes wﬂl be allowed to flgat’

Lekh Raj Bitra — “a Husband,

~The 66—volume cyclopedra

Educational, - Sc]en,

developing natioris.. -
- 'Lekh "Raj Batra' and S zanne

where Suzanne will take her hus-
band te the Ganges. River. There-

down’ the. rrver followmg Hrndu '
custor,

“Living well, beautlfully and ,
juistly are all one thing,” said the = .-
Gieek philosopher, Socrateés. Dr.

father dnd scientist " — exemph-
fied this. We can all leam flom
‘his example '



an.dvbe.ing

