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It is a great honor to serve as the 14th Bishop of Buffalo and I look 
forward to growing in faith with you in our historic and vibrant diocese. 
While I am pleased to present this annual report for Christ the King 
Seminary, on behalf of the entire Board of Trustees, I do so with much 
gratitude to the Most Reverend Edward U. Kmiec. 
Under Bishop Kmiec’s leadership, the Seminary was designated as the center of faith formation for 
our diocese. The stories on the pages of this report are testament to his loving support of this unique 
educational institution. The Seminary is another example of how Bishop Kmiec leaves a firm foundation  
in our diocese, on which, in challenging times, we can continue to build our Church in Buffalo.  
I personally thank him for his wise leadership.

As I noted when I was first introduced to our diocese, one of my main priorities as bishop is to strengthen 
the response of our Catholic people to the universal call to holiness and to engage ever more 
effectively in the mission of the new evangelization. The theme of this year’s report focuses on the new 
evangelization, what Blessed John Paul II described as “a call to the people of today, especially the young, 
to follow the paths of the Gospel in the direction of a better world.”

The collaborative model of faith formation at Christ the King Seminary is ideally suited for God’s call to 
the people of today to further the mission of Jesus Christ in the contemporary world. We have new ways  
to spread the Gospel that the early apostles could never have dreamed of, yet the mission is the same  
– to unite one another in Christ. I invite you to read on and see how the Seminary is at the center of new 
evangelization in your diocese.

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Richard J. Malone 
Bishop of Buffalo
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p r e s i d e n t ’ s  m e s s a g e
R e v .  p e t e R  d R i l l i n g ,  t h . d .  
PRESIdEnT-RECToR 

ChRIST ThE KInG SEMInARY

over a century and a half ago a young British gentleman was deciding that 
he should become a Roman Catholic. he was already an author with a 
keen theological sense, and he would gradually become highly regarded in 
the Church, so much so that Pope Benedict XvI recently traveled to John 
henry newman’s hometown of Birmingham, England, to beatify him. In 
the middle of the nineteenth century Blessed John henry newman wrote: 
“In a higher world it is otherwise, but here below to live is to change and to 
be perfect is to have changed often.” how true!
And because human beings do change, if we are going to become ever more the persons God has created us 
to be, the society we make and the Church we build must change too. The change that John henry newman 
was highlighting is conversion to the true and the good and the beautiful. Unfortunately, too often the 
changes individuals and society make are haphazard, as if to say: “If we can do it, we will.” Instead, we must 
discern what is the right way to change and when is the right time to do it.

Throughout his pontificate, as he traveled from country to country, Pope John Paul II highlighted the need for 
“a new evangelization.” he meant that the members of the Church need to recognize that we live in a rapidly 
changing world and so we need to preach the Gospel of Jesus accordingly. Jesus first brought his Gospel 
message to his fellow Jews. St. Paul and other apostles of the first Christian community then took the Gospel 
to the wider Greco-Roman community and, if they were going to be successful, they needed to evangelize 
with sensitivity to that cultural context. In the 21st century we have the same challenge: how to preach the 
one and only Gospel of Christ Jesus in our cultural circumstances. Jesus never said that evangelization is easy.

At Christ the King Seminary we take seriously Pope John Paul II’s call to evangelize the people of our  
time and place in ways that genuinely speak to the rapidly changing culture. We want to preserve the true 
faith; that doesn’t change. But we need to preach that faith in ways that invite a response on the part of 
people today. In his instruction to priests, written in 1992, Pope John Paul II issued a clarion call: be a  
bridge for the people you serve so that they can access the Gospel; don’t be an obstacle keeping  
them from the Gospel message. This involves the truths of our faith and it involves pastoral sensitivity in 
which we present the truths and, indeed, the whole life of the Church.

This annual report conveys how generous our donors are to Christ the King Seminary, showing that you trust 
us in our efforts to foster the new evangelization. At the same time, we can’t run from the serious challenges 
of maintaining a seminary in our constantly changing culture. The Church must continue to educate 
seminarians on track to become priests, even if fewer are coming forward to serve in this ministry. no less, 
the Church must educate candidates for the permanent diaconate and for lay ecclesial ministry.

Thank you for your ongoing support in these unstable times. I speak in the name of the entire community  
of Christ the King Seminary when I say that we are all most grateful. let us keep working together to build  
up the kingdom of God.

Rev. Peter drilling, Th.d. 
President-Rector

What is the new 
evangelization?
The apostles spread the Gospel 
speaking from mountainsides to  
the crowds that would gather.

Today we have technology to  
spread the Good news in every 
corner of the earth.

When the Risen Christ appeared to 
Peter and instructed him to “tend 
my sheep,” the saint recognized as 
the first pope of our church guided 
thousands of early Christians.  
Today Pope Benedict XvI tends  
to a flock of nearly 1.2 billion 
Catholics worldwide.

The new evangelization centers 
on the fact that, while the world is 
vastly different from the early days 
of Christianity, the mission of our 
Church has never changed. our 
baptism in Christ calls us to go out 
into the modern world and make  
it a better place, following the 
example of Jesus. 

According to the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB), the new evangelization 
invites each Catholic to renew his/
her relationship with Jesus Christ 
and his Church. And in a special 
way, the new evangelization 
is focused on ‘re-proposing’ 
the Gospel to those who have 
experienced a crisis of faith and 
fallen away from the Church. 

Christ the King Seminary serves as 
a center of the new evangelization 
in our diocese, helping to prepare 
our priests, deacons, and lay men 
and women to minister in the 
contemporary world.
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Bishop Edward U. Kmiec ordained 
three new priests for the diocese 
during ceremonies at St. Joseph 
Cathedral in Buffalo this past 
June. The new priests, seán paul 
fleming, Andrew lauricella and 
Jeffrey nowak, are now serving 
the people of the diocese in parish 
assignments from niagara falls to 
orchard Park.

father Seán Paul fleming has 
been appointed Parochial vicar 
at St. John the Baptist Parish in 
Kenmore. A native of Eden, nY, 
father fleming said the Seminary’s 
emphasis on spiritual and human 
formation is crucial to his priestly 
ministry as he serves in the parish. 

“I believe the human and spiritual 
formation are so linked – it takes 
the human person, with all of our 
flaws, to be able to say I need the 
spiritual, I need God in my life,” he 
explained. “As priests, we are there 
as companions with our parishioners 
on that spiritual journey, helping 
to guide them, but getting out of 
God’s way to let him take hold.”

father Andrew lauricella has been 
appointed Parochial vicar at St. 
vincent dePaul Parish in niagara 
falls. Born and raised in Buffalo, 
father lauricella pointed out how 
the collaborative model of the 
Seminary will help him in fostering 
the new evangelization in the 
diocese of Buffalo.

“The Seminary does a great job of 
really promoting the understanding 
of vatican II and its concept of how 
the priesthood of the baptized and 
the ministerial priesthood are to be 
complementary to one another,”  
he said. “I see the new evange-
lization at work at St. vincent 
dePaul, where our pastor, father 
Robert hughson, is very good at  
channeling the skills of parishioners 
who are inclined to oversee our 
numerous ministries.”

father Jeffrey nowak has been 
appointed Parochial vicar at St. 
John vianney Parish in orchard 
Park. While he was finishing his 
studies at the Seminary, father 
nowak offered an example of the 
new evangelization as he served as 
a weekend assistant at three city 
parishes – Blessed Sacrament, St. 
Martin de Porres and holy Cross. 

“It was a unique experience, 
working at holy Cross with 
parishioners who are primarily 
members of the hispanic 
community, then at St. Martin 
de Porres with its strong support 
by African American Catholics,” 
he said. “Their worship not only 
reflects their Catholicity, but it 
also reflects their culture. The 
new evangelization requires us to 
recognize Christ in the people to 
whom we are ministering.”

newly ordained 
for the new 
Evangelization

In his Apostolic Exhortation on the priesthood, called “I Will Give You Shepherds,” Pope John Paul II 
highlighted four areas of formation that must be addressed: human, spiritual, intellectual and pastoral. 
Christ the King Seminary refers to these areas as the four pillars of formation, the foundation of our 
Program for Priestly formation.

While theological study and pastoral training take center stage for seminarians, now, more than ever, the 
Seminary’s program emphasizes the human and spiritual formation as well. Just as the new evangelization 
calls for Church leaders to be prepared for different opportunities and challenges in an ever-changing 
world, the Seminary is at the forefront of preparing seminarians for their modern priestly ministry.

According to father Greg faulhaber, vice-Rector, director of formation, and Professor of Moral Theology 
at Christ the King, the Seminary aims to provide a well-rounded formation program so that in service to 
our diocese, the ordained priest is equipped for every aspect of ministry.

“The world today is a fractured place and the priest needs to stay grounded in what God means to him 
and his own faith in order to serve others,” he explained. “In spiritual and human formation, we help the 
seminarian keep a balance in his life so that he can better help people in their faith life.”

b a l a n c e  k e y  t o  p r o g r a m  f o r  Priestly  Formation

pictured to the left  Newly-ordained fr. Jeffrey Nowak celebrates Mass  
  at St. John Vianney parish in orchard park, NY.
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“ Evangelizing is not merely a way of speaking,  
but a form of living.”  
– Pope Benedict XvI (Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger at the time of writing)
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Bryan zielenieski is currently  
a seminarian at Christ the King 
Seminary who spent his pastoral 
year at Christ the King Parish in 
Snyder, nY. he offers an example 
of how his seminary training – and 
the collaborative model of the 
Seminary –  translates into the new 
evangelization in our diocese.

Bryan worked with numerous 
parishioners, helping to redesign 
the parish web site and bulletin, 
and participating in other ministries. 
he also worked with children in the 
parish school and members of the 
youth group, and taught religious 
education classes.

“We talk about collaboration in our 
studies, and this assignment was my 
first hands-on experience within the 
parish setting,” Bryan said.  
“I learned how we have to make 
faith relevant utilizing the means of 
today’s world, yet at the same time 
the new evangelization is built on 
the relationships we have with one 
another.”

Bryan also worked with Renee 
villa, the pastoral associate at the 
parish and a graduate of Christ 
the King Seminary, having earned 
the degree of Master of Arts in 
Pastoral Ministry. Bryan and Renee 
shared classes, and both said the 
seminarian’s assignment was an 
extension of the collaborative 
model of the Seminary.

“Bryan brought a great 
understanding of liturgy to the 
parish and when he preached at 
Mass, I recognized the Seminary 
training in his sermons,” Renee 
explained. “I think it shows that the 
religious faculty at the Seminary 
bring the richness of their vocation 
and their own spirituality to their 
teaching, which in turn helps the 
seminarian in his formation.”  

Seminarians Serving our Parishes

Welcoming new Seminarians
Christ the King Seminary welcomed six new seminarians this past 

year, from different backgrounds, each with special gifts to bring 

to their diocesan ministry. The seminarians come from all areas 

including Western new York, Canada and even nigeria. Their 

experiences include past careers in the U.S. Air force, marketing, 

banking, and computer programming. 
fr. Andrew lauricella, one of three newly-ordained priests for the 
diocese of Buffalo, enjoys ministering to the youth of St. vincent 
dePaul Parish in niagara falls. he is pictured here with members 
of the parish youth group at their Sunday night meeting.



Extending our Reach 
The Seminary continued to fine-
tune its blended distance learning 
program this past year, striving to  
more conveniently deliver academic 
programs at multiple locations 
within the diocese of Buffalo.  
Students in both the Graduate and 
Continuing Education programs 
now have the option of taking  
select classes at St. Bonaventure 
University, niagara University or 
Canisius College through video- 
conferencing technology. 

The courses are live and interactive 
and national studies have shown  
that the learning in such programs  
is actually enhanced, as the subject 
retention is at least equal if not  
better than in-classroom studies.  

r e a c h i n g  o u t.  Reaching More.

The blended distance learning  
program enables the Seminary to 
offer its programs to more diocesan 
faithful at locations more  
convenient for them from north  
to south. Equipment enhancements 
were initiated this year to make the 
distance learning experience more 
seamless and smooth, including the 
installation of additional cameras.

More information on graduate 
courses now being offered through 
the distance learning program can 
be found in the highlights section  
that follows.
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“ The holy Spirit is  
the principal agent  
of evangelization.” 

–  Evangelii Nuntiandi, an apostolic 
exhortation issued by Pope Paul vI. 
 
 

Pictured is seminarian John 
Stanton, recording the faith 
Moments messages for  
September. John is in his final  
year of study at the Seminary.

Reaching out on the Air 
At the beginning of 2012, Christ the King Seminary initiated a faith enrichment program called faith 
Moments designed to reach out to the community with encouraging spiritual messages on the radio. 
funded by a grant from the Bishop’s Council of the laity, the faith Moments program is targeted toward 
Catholics, particularly those who may have fallen away from the Church. however, the 60-second 
messages are created to appeal to non-Catholic listeners as well.

According to Michael Sherry, Executive director of operations at the Seminary, the program is a good 
example of new evangelization and the need to take the Gospel to where the people are.

“Just as St. Paul went to the Greek marketplace to preach the Gospel, we are taking Christ’s 
teachings to where we can reach the most people in their busy lives today – in their car, at work, and 
in their home,” he said. 

faith Moments are aired Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday each week during morning drive time on 
WBEn Radio 930 AM when the station has its highest listening audience of more than 78,000 adults. 
The messages are delivered by alumni or those associated with Christ the King Seminary, including 
priests, deacons, women religious and lay ecclesial ministers. The messages are also posted on a 
dedicated section of the Seminary’s web site – www.faithmomentsonline.org.

“Response to the program has been very positive and we are accomplishing several things with this 
unique ministry,” concluded Michael Sherry. “We are illustrating our Christian faith as a foundation for 
facing life’s challenges, we are increasing awareness of the Seminary as the diocesan center for faith 
formation, and we are educating those of other faiths about our Catholic beliefs.”

This past year, more than 8,600 
people used the campus of  
Christ the King Seminary – from 
seminarians and lay students, to 
parish groups and diocesan event 
attendees, to area faithful seeking 
to strengthen their spirituality and 
understanding of God’s Word. 
With its designation as the center 
of faith formation for the diocese, 
the Seminary continually strives to 
reach more people in the spirit of 
the new evangelization.

“We can’t assume that all Catholics 
are able to maintain their faith in 
the many distractions of our  
contemporary cultural surround-
ings, so we must always preach the 
Gospel anew,” explained  
Rev. Peter drilling, Th.d., Presi-
dent-Rector of the Seminary. “The 
Seminary is proud to play a role in 
finding new ways to reach out to 
people and meet their faith needs 
in the post-modern world.”

In addition to educating men and 
women seeking to minister, the 
Seminary and its resources are 
utilized by a wide variety of people 
throughout the year, including both 

Catholic and non-Catholic church 
groups and nonprofit community 
organizations. The Seminary  
campus comes alive with  
numerous activities such as 
retreats, workshops, study days, 
and convocations, not to mention 
Eucharist and other liturgical  
services in the St. John vianney 
Chapel. What’s more, the Seminary 
library – with a collection of more 
than 198,000 volumes –  
is an outstanding resource, not  
only for students on campus,  
but also for the faithful throughout 
the diocese.

Reaching More People



Christ the King Seminary honored Bishop Edward M. Grosz, Auxiliary Bishop of Buffalo, and the vincent & harriet 
Palisano foundation at the 2011 Curé of Ars Awards dinner last fall. The Curé of Ars Award was established by 
Christ the King Seminary’s Board of Trustees and is given annually to honor individuals and organizations whose 
lives reflect the qualities of Christian dedication and service that marked the life of St. John vianney, known as the 
Curé of Ars.

Bishop Grosz has served the diocese of Buffalo for more than four decades. his service is distinguished by his 
work as a deeply spiritual and caring priest, who is admired for managing his schedule to always be there when 
called upon for those who are ill, troubled or in need. he has served in parishes and organizations as a chaplain, 
spiritual moderator, the head of various diocesan offices, and as a faculty member of the permanent diaconate 
formation program at Christ the King Seminary.

Established in 1962, the Palisano foundation provides scholarships to eight colleges, including Christ the 
King Seminary, and sixteen high schools in Western new York. Additionally, the foundation supported the 
modernization of the Seminary’s library cataloging system. In 1987, the foundation’s trustees established the 
Palisano Religious vocation fund at Canisius College to provide scholarship loans to men and women pursuing 
religious vocations. Seventeen graduates of Christ the King Seminary have taken advantage of this program.

2 0 1 1 / 2 0 1 2  Highlights

Christ the King Seminary conferred 28 degrees and certificates this 
past year. At this writing 21 seminarians are enrolled alongside 30 
diaconal candidates and deacons and 49 lay graduate students, all 
training to serve the future needs of our diocese. More than 650 
Seminary alumni are currently ministering in all areas of the diocese, 
including as priests, permanent deacons, women religious, directors 
of diocesan offices, and many other roles.

five area men were ordained 
permanent deacons in the  
diocese of Buffalo in June of this 
year after completing a training 
program of spiritual, theological  
and pastoral formation at Christ  
the King Seminary.  

deacon Greg feary, director of 
diaconal formation for the diocese 
of Buffalo, noted the collaboration 
between the diocese and the 
Seminary in training these deacons 
for what he called the very definition 
of the new evangelization.

“When the Bishop presents the 
ordained deacon with a Book of 
the Gospels, he proclaims ‘receive 
the Gospel of Christ, whose 
herald you now are. Believe what 
you read, teach what you believe, 
and practice what you teach,’” 
deacon feary said. “In this sacred 
action, the deacon is charged 
with evangelizing the world within 
which he lives. now that’s new 
evangelization.”

Bishop Kmiec assigned the new 
deacons to diaconal ministry in the 
diocese. They include:

deacon david E. Clabeaux, Queen 
of heaven Parish, West Seneca, and 
Absolut Care of orchard Brooke in 
orchard Park. 

deacon John h. hendricks,  
St. Martha Parish, depew, and 
harris hill nursing home in 
lancaster.

deacon Alejandro d. Manunta,  
St. Christopher Parish, Tonawanda, 
and Beechwood Continuing Care 
facility, Getzville.

deacon Richard R. Stachura Jr.,  
St. Mary, Swormville, and the 
villages of orleans health and 
Rehab Center in Albion.

deacon Edward M. zablocki,  
Blessed Sacrament, Tonawanda,  
and the diocesan office of  
Pro-life Activities. 

deacon feary pointed out that while 
four of the five new deacons were 
assigned to adult care facilities, 
there are more than 125 permanent 
deacons serving throughout the 
diocese of Buffalo in a wide 
variety of roles including parishes, 
hospitals, and prison ministries.  
he also noted that enrollment in 
the diaconal formation program 
remained steady over the past  
year, with 30 candidates in 
the program, 10 of whom are 
anticipated to be ordained 
permanent deacons next year.

Expansion of distance 
learning for Graduate 
Programs
The 2011 fall semester was the first 
semester the Seminary offered 
graduate level courses through its 
three distance learning sites. Three 
courses were offered during the 
year with students learning at two 
different sites at niagara University 
and Canisius College. 

The enhanced distance learning 
enables more lay men and women 
to participate in courses toward a 
graduate degree as their schedules 
and busy lives allow. The program 
is a blended learning initiative, 
meaning the classes are with an 
instructor, not just online courses. 

“our aim is to make courses more 
accessible for lay people interested 
in pursuing a graduate degree,” 
explained Michael Sherry, Executive 
director of operations. “These 
courses help them to discern their 
calling to any potential ministries 
and to be equipped for those 
ministries in the spirit of the  
new evangelization.”

Curé of Ars Awards Dinner

2011 honoRees
Most Rev. Edward M. Grosz
The vincent & harriet Palisano   
 foundation

chairs
Rev. Gregory J. dobson, Chair  
Rev. leon J. Biernat, vice Chair

committee Members
Jerry & Barbara Castiglia
Joyce fink
Tony Garguiolo
Jennifer Kane
Terry Kazmierczak
Rev. Msgr. J. Patrick Keleher
Mary Ann lauricella
Jerome neuner, Ph.d.
deacon Paul Snyder
Rev. Walter Szczesny
Rev. Robert M. Yetter
frank & Margaret zagrobelny

staff
Richard Suchan
Pamela Sieracki
Susan Burns

sponsors 
event sponsors
Maid of the Mist
vincent & harriet Palisano foundation

diamond sponsors
diocese of Buffalo Chancery
Mrs. Amy J. habib & family
Mrs. Arthur J. Schaefer
gold sponsors
Amico, Arena & Ervolina families – valu
Buffalo Truck Center
Canisius College, Canisius  
 high School, nativity Miguel,  
 Canisius Jesuit Community
The felician Sisters of north America
M&T Bank
our lady of Pompeii Church & School
our lady of victory Institutions
Richard & Karen Penfold
Serra International
St. Bonaventure University
St. Mary of the Angels
silver sponsors
James & Connie Arena
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Castiglia
Cathedral Corporation
frank & dolores downing – Towne Auto
diocese of Erie – Most Rev. donald W.  
 Trautman S.T.d., S.S.l.
Miss Joyce fink
Gernatt 
dr. & Mrs. donald l. hayes
hyatt Regency Buffalo

nativity of the  
 Blessed virgin Mary – Clarence
our lady of Mercy Parish
Personal Touch food Service
dr. Richard Romanowski
St. John vianney, orchard Park
St. Mary’s, Swormville
vocations office, diocese of Buffalo
Wittburn Enterprises
Bronze sponsors
Ashley furniture homeStore
Canisius high School
Catholic Cemeteries diocese of Buffalo
Catholic diocese of Arlington
Catholic diocese of St. Catharines
Catholic Radio 101.7 fM Wlof
Ciminelli Real Estate Corp.
Colgate Industries
Connors & vilardo
Rev. Gregory dobson
Rev. leo hammerl
holy name Province
Joy family foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen G. Juhasz
lauricella Public Relations
lawley
Jerry & Barbara Mazurkiewicz
niacet: larry Montani
niagara University
Uniland Corporation

ordinations into the Permanent diaconate
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Reaccreditation  
Process Begun
The Seminary is fully accredited 
by the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools and must 
undergo a reaccreditation process 
every ten years with the government 
accrediting agency, the Middle 
States Commission. In addition, 
the Seminary is accredited by the 
Association of Theological Schools.

The reaccreditation process 
began in 2011, and this past year 
the Seminary completed some 
significant steps in the process 
that demonstrate its policies and 
procedures meet certain standards 
set by the accrediting agencies.

for example, the self-study 
portion of the reaccreditation was 
completed and approved by the 
Seminary Board of Trustees and was 
sent to the Middle States examiners. 
dennis Castillo, Ph.d., Academic 
dean at the Seminary, said the 
self-study was an intense evaluation 
that was very collaborative with 
many committees involving faculty, 
students, trustees and alumni.

“We evaluated our programs, we 
saw areas that we need to address, 
and we’ve adopted strategies to 
address those areas,” he explained. 
“The reaccreditation process 
actually helps us in our approach 
to the new evangelization as it 
challenges us to be sensitive to 
our times and the cultural changes 
taking place all around us.”

Sister Marion Moeser, Seminary 
faculty member and project 
director for the reaccreditation 
process, praised the efforts of 
all the Seminary committees. “I 
have worked at numerous other 
educational institutions and I can 
say I am very happy and proud of 
how the Seminary is meeting the 
standards of the reaccreditation 
process,” she says.

A joint visit to the Seminary by 
representatives of the Middle States 
Commission and the Association of 
Theological Schools is scheduled 
to take place in the fall of 2012, and 
it is anticipated that the agencies 
will share their recommendations in 
early 2013.

Jordan Parish Assistance 
Program Enhanced
The Jordan Parish Assistance 
Program was established through 
the generosity of Miss helen Jordan 
to provide financial aid for lay 
students matriculated in master’s 
degree programs at Christ the King 
Seminary. The Seminary works in 
partnership with the student’s parish 
to cover a portion of their tuition, 
aiming to make a master’s degree 
more accessible to more people in 
the diocese.

Beginning with the fall 2012 
semester, the Seminary increased 
its portion of the tuition covered 
from one-third to half. That means 
the Seminary will cover 50% of the 
tuition, while the sponsoring parish 
will only need to cover 25%. The 
balance of the tuition will be the 
responsibility of the student.

“These changes to the Jordan 
Parish Assistance Program will 
make training for ministry more 
affordable for both the student and 
their sponsoring parish,” explained 
Rev. Peter drilling, Th.d., 
President-Rector. “The program is 
an important resource for preparing 
future leaders of our Church to take 
part in the new evangelization.”

More information on the Jordan 
Parish Assistance Program is 
available on the Seminary web site 
at www.cks.edu or by calling the 
finance office at 716-655-7085.

The Seminary is continually improving and enhancing its courses, services, programs and facilities to meet the faith 
formation needs of the diocese of Buffalo. In doing so, we champion the new evangelization while looking forward 
to meeting the challenges anticipated for the Church in the future. 

Some ways we strengthened the Seminary mission for the needs of tomorrow are highlighted here.

New Evangelization i n  t h e  f u t u r e

“ The new evangelization will bear an abundant  
harvest if all Christians respond with generosity and 
holiness to the calls and challenges of our time.”  
– Redemptoris Missio, a Papal encyclical by Pope John Paul II
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fr. Seán Paul fleming 
was ordained in June 
2012 and is currently 
Parochial vicar at  
St. John the Baptist 
Parish in Kenmore.



Gifts from the faithful enable Christ 
the King Seminary to keep tuition 
affordable, since the tuition received 
only covers a portion of the actual 
costs of our programs. donations 
from benefactors, including alumni, 
trustees, friends and foundations, 
supplements tuition revenue to meet 
the actual instructional costs. 

It takes approximately $20,000 per 
year, per student, to educate, and 
spiritually direct our seminarians and 
graduate students of theology and 
divinity. There are many ways to help 

c h R i s t  t h e  K i n g  s e M i n A R y 

f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n

s t A t e M e n t  o f  f i n A n c i A l  p o s i t i o n  A s  o f  M A y  3 1 ,  2 0 1 2

Being Here f o r  c h r i s t  t h e  k i n g  s e m i n a r y

  2012  2011

Assets 

Cash $ 585,988 $ 442,201

Accounts Receivable  77,399  170,260

Prepaid Expenses  21,131  19,121

Investments, at fair value  5,691,488  6,507,613

Property & Equipment, net  1,406,112  1,677,566

Intangible Asset, net  164,063  166,797

total Assets $ 7,946,181 $ 8,983,558

liABilities & net Assets  

liabilities:  

Accounts Payable $ 430,857 $ 317,645

deferred Revenue  65,271  63,508

notes Payable  154,668  319,903

Contributions Payable  80,000  80,000

other liabilities  43,817  36,803

total liabilities $ 774,613 $ 817,859

net Assets:  

Unrestricted $ 3,027,381 $ 3,835,636

Temporarily Restricted  1,027,918  1,213,794

Permanently Restricted  3,116,269  3,116,269

total net Assets $ 7,171,568 $ 8,165,699

total liabilities & net Assets $ 7,946,181 $ 8,983,558

2011/2012 finAnce coMMittee:

Mr. francis E. zagrobelny , Chairperson 
Mr. Joseph J. Castiglia 
dr. donald l. hayes 
Ms. Ellen E. Koessler 
Mr. James P. o’Brien 
Rev. Peter J. drilling (ex officio) 

2011/2012 Audit coMMittee:

Mr. francis E. zagrobelny, Chairperson
Mr. Michael Beato
deacon Paul l. Snyder, III 
Mr. John Sullivan 
Rev. Peter J. drilling (ex-officio)

stAff:

Mrs. nancy M. Ehlers
Mr. Michael J. Sherry
Mr. Richard C. Suchan
Mr. Steven d. Timmel

Endowment funds 
The following funds were  
established to provide ongoing  
support for the priestly and  
ministerial formation programs  
of Christ the King Seminary:

Amico, Arena & Ervolina families  
 Endowment fund

Msgr. Michael Barry Burse

orlando & Anna Carlini Scholarship fund

Rev. Thomas Carroll Burse

Christ the King Seminary  
 Endowment fund

Rev. Peter Colgan Burse

loyola & Monita Collard Burse

Rev. John C. dobbins Scholarship fund

Rev. Bernard donahue Scholarship fund

Graduate Student Scholarship fund

Msgr. david herlihy Scholarship fund

Inez hart fund for Continuing Education

The Jean A. Wasus/Mr. & Mrs.  
 Clifford M. hughes Scholarship fund

helen J. Jordan Scholarship fund

Rev. henry S. Kawalec Scholarship fund

Rev. Stephen Krystyniak Scholarship fund

Msgr. Bernard McGviney Scholarship fund

Rt. Rev. John J. McMahon Scholarship fund

James M. Mcnamara Burse

Msgr. Ralph M. Miller Scholarship fund

o’Reilly Burse

valentine R. Plevyak Scholarship fund

Christine T. Pronobis Scholarship fund

Queen of the Most holy Rosary  
 Parish Scholarship fund

Benjamin Raycroft Scholarship fund

frederick h. & Ethel M. Reuter  
 Scholarship fund

Rev. James J. Roche Scholarship fund

The Joseph h. & Mary A. Spahn  
 Scholarship fund

St. Barbara Church Endowment fund

St. Joachim’s Parish Scholarship fund

St. vincent de Paul Scholarship fund

Andrew J. & Mary J. Scoma Endowment  
 for Seminary Grounds & Gardens

The Robert Wallace Endowed fund

dr. Mark W. & Beulah Welch  
 Scholarship fund

Murray f. Wright Scholarship fund

Grants
The following organizations awarded  
grants to Christ the King Seminary  
this past year to provide support for  
the priestly and ministerial formation 
programs of the Seminary:

Bishop’s Council of the laity

The Galasso foundation

Koessler foundation

fr. Patrick Murphy Trust

Ellen offenbach Trust

Margaret l. Wendt foundation

support the formation and education 
of Catholic priests and ministers to 
serve the future of the Church. All 
gifts to the Seminary, no matter what 
size or type, are precious to us in our 
work of spiritual formation.

over 33% of the Seminary’s annual 
operating budget is provided to us 
through the generosity of our friends 
and benefactors through annual and 
other gifts.

donations of cash, stock, property, and 
other assets are deeply appreciated by 
the Seminary and may be given in any 
denomination and at any time.

Christ the King Seminary has developed 
several “institutional gifting plans” to 
give our friends freedom to select the 
giving level, the type of gift and the 
means of giving that will best suit their 
charitable giving purposes.

Support for the Seminary can be  
made through an individual’s parish,  
on-line at www.cks.edu, or by calling 
(716) 847-8370.
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Bishop John tiMon society 
Most Rev. John Timon, first Bishop of  
Buffalo, invited the franciscan friars to  
found Christ the King Seminary as an  
integral part of St. Bonaventure College  
in 1857. The Bishop Timon Society  
recognizes those who have provided  
the Seminary with lifetime gifts of  
$150,000 or more. 
 
Albert J. & Genevieve Adrian +
Amico, Arena & Ervolina families 
Anonymous friend 
norman & Caroline G. dusel +
Galasso foundation 
helfen foundation 
helen Jordan +
Joy family foundation 
dorothy A. Joyce +
Mr. & Mrs. frederick Reuter +
Mary Schiltz +
Ms. Anne v. Wallace +
Mr. Robert R. Wallace + 
 
Bishop Joseph BuRKe society 
Most Rev. Joseph Burke, ninth Bishop  
of Buffalo, inaugurated the St. John  
vianney Seminary in 1961 at the Seminary’s  
current location in East Aurora. The  
Bishop Burke Society recognizes those  
who have provided the Seminary with  
lifetime gifts exceeding $50,000. 
 
Agnes Ayers +
Carrozza Estate
leonard T. Cerankowski +
Jean Clohessy +
Edward & helen Coffey +
Elinor A. dowd +
Ethel Grabenstatter +
Mr. lambert o. & Margaret Graham +
Margaret C. Granahan +
Mrs. frieda haegele 
Julia B. hartzold +
dr. & Mrs. donald l. hayes 
Ms. Mary M. hudak 
Rev. francis J. Jann 
Koch foundation, Inc. 
Mrs. Mary M. Koessler 
Ms. Josephine M. Marasco 
Catherine McGowan +
Morania foundation Inc. 
Jean E. Moscicki +
Charles G. neth +
Rev. francis T. nowak +
Jean nunz +
Mr. & Mrs. James P. o’Brien 
Mr. John A. Pietrowski +
Margaret Roth +
John f. Sabatt +
John Schilling +
Andrew & Mary J. Scoma +
Rev. Msgr. Eugene h. Selbert +
Joseph E. Thomas +

Robert W. versen +
Jean A. Wasus/Mr. & Mrs.  
 Clifford M. hughes Scholarship
Mark W. Welch +
The Margaret l. Wendt foundation, Inc. 
 
foundeR’s ciRcle 
In Memory of Ethel & fred Reuter – 
Ethel and fred Reuter generously donated  
the beautiful 132-acre campus in East  
Aurora, nY on which the Seminary is  
located. The founder’s Circle recognizes  
and honors those who provided gifts of  
$10,000 or more in calendar year 2011  
in support of the Seminary’s mission. 
 
Anonymous friend
Estate of Celeste h. Brady
Estate of Jean Clohessy
Galasso foundation
The John & Mary Koessler foundation
Rev. Msgr. Salvatore P. Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. James P. o’Brien
Estate of Angeline A. Pantera
Estate of Marie Pokorny
Jean A. Wasus / Mr. & Mrs.  
 Clifford M. hughes Scholarship
 
pResident-RectoR’s ciRcle 
The President-Rector’s Circle  
recognizes and honors those who gifted  
the Seminary with $5,000 – $9,999  
in calendar year 2011. 
 
Amico, Arena and 
  Ervolina family Endowment fund
Buffalo Truck Center Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. John W. dailey
Rev. francis J. Jann
The Paul Koessler foundation Inc.
Maid of the Mist Corp.
Estate of Ellen offenbach
vincent & harriet Palisano foundation
valu home Centers, Inc.
Estate of Marion l. zimmerman

tRustee’s ciRcle 
The Trustee’s Circle recognizes those who  
gifted the Seminary with $2,500 – $4,999  
in calendar year 2011. 
 
Mr. Carl f. Ambuske
CPI Process System
frank J. McGuire family foundation
Mrs. Amy J. habib
Mr. & Mrs. donald J. hayes
dr. & Mrs. donald l. hayes
Mr. & Mrs. James P. hooper
Rev. James J. Kasinski
Knights of Columbus #2220
M&T Bank
Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Penfold
Personal Touch food Service, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Santandreu
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Schaefer

hon. h. Kenneth Schroeder, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. John Sieber
Try-it distributing Co., Inc.
Rev. Msgr. James E. Wall
Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Yunk
Mr. & Mrs. francis E. zagrobelny
 
seMinARiAn’s ciRcle 
The Seminarian’s Circle recognizes those  
who provided $1,000 – $2,499 during  
calendar year 2011. 
 
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Arena
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Attea
Ms. Eileen S. Braniecki
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund J. Burke, Jr.
Canisius high School
Canisius Jesuits Community, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Castiglia
Cathedral Corporation
Catholic Cemeteries diocese of Buffalo
Christos foundation, Inc.
Colgate heating Corporation
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Connolly
Connors & vilardo, llP
diocese of Buffalo vocation office
diocese of Erie
diocese of ogdensburg
Rev. Gregory M. faulhaber
felician Sisters of north America
Miss Joyce E. fink
Mr. William fitch
deacon & Mrs. heinz-holger friedman
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Gatti
dan & flavia Gernatt family foundation
Mr. daniel Gernatt, Sr.
Gernatt Asphalt Products, Inc.
Ms. Mary Ann Gottstine
Grove Roofing Services, Inc.
Mr. James h. Grubka & Mrs. Bonnie Philipps
Rev. Msgr. leo E. hammerl +
Mrs. Mary Ann hobar
Mr. daniel J. horn
Mr. John l. hurley, Sr.
Julia M. Cullen foundation
Kennedy, Stoeckl & Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Kney
lauricella Public Relations Co.
Mr. Thomas E. leone
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony v. liberti
M&T Charitable foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene T. Mann
Rev. Msgr. louis A. Marucci, Jr.
Miss lenore A. Maurer
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Mayer
Estate of Rev. Patrick J. Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. francis E. nicholas
family of Irma nunweiler
Ms. Kay R. o’Connell
our lady of victory Institutions
Ms. Christine Palczewski
Phillips lytle, llP

heRitAge society 2011  
 
The heritage Society is comprised of families, individuals, organizations and couples who identify with our mission 
of priestly and ministerial formation. Through their annual gifts or event sponsorships of $1,000 or more, they 
significantly sustain our goal of “equipping God’s people for ministry.”

We ARe deeply gRAteful foR the  geneRous suppoRt of All ouR donoRs.

dr. Richard R. Romanowski
St. Barbara Church Endowment fund
St. Bonaventure University
Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. Schneider
Serra Club of Buffalo
Ms. Joanne l. Shenandoah
The Joseph h. &  Mary A. Sphan Scholarship  
 foundation fund
Miss Mary J. Steck
Mr. Timothy Tevens
Mr. Richard W. Tocha
Towne Auto Group
Most Rev. donald W. Trautman, S.T.d., S.S.l.
Uniland development Company
Wittburn Enterprises, Inc.
Rev. Michael P. zuffoletto

Bishop leo sMith society 
Most Rev. leo R. Smith supervised and guided 
the workings of the newly-opened St. John  
vianney Seminary following the untimely death 
of its prime mover, Bishop Joseph A. Burke. 
Bishop Smith Society members have provided  
for the Seminary through planned giving,  
endowments and bequests in any amount. 
 
Albert J. & Genevieve Adrian +
Ernestine M. Allegrette +
Amico, Arena & Ervolina families
Anonymous friend
Agnes Ayers +
Rev. Msgr. Paul J. Belzer 
Rev. Julian K. Benson +
Joanne R. Mcnamara Berry +
Mrs. Marion Beugler +
Rev. henry  Bialkowski +
Rev. Msgr. Robert C. Blair +
Boardway Estate
Rev. Msgr. Richard o. Boner +
Jane Borczynski +
Bowers Estate
Celeste h. Brady +
Rev. Joseph M. Brozena+
Most Rev. Stanislaus J. Brzana +
Rev. lawrence E. Burns 
Mrs. frances K. Butler +
Carrozza Estate
Catherine M. Caputo +
Mr. & Mrs. orlando Carlini +
leonard T. Cerankowski +
Rev. Joseph Ciaiola +
dolores l. Clifford +
Estate of Jean Clohessy
dr. Margaret Clowsley +
Edward & helen Coffey +
Monita Collard +
Rev. Msgr. John J. Conniff +
Rev. Cyril h. Cooper +
Rev. James h. Cotter +
Agnes Cwiklinski +
Esther davis +
Edward J. dombek +
Rev. Msgr. d. l. donohue +
Elinor A. dowd +
norman & Caroline G. dusel +
Martha Eder +
Rev. Msgr. francis v. Engler +
francis v. fahle +
Rev. duane G. fimbel+
Mathilda T. fromholzer +
Edward A. George +
Ethel Grabenstatter +
Mr. & Mrs. lambert Graham +

helen Sallis +
Miss Gretchen Sander +
Geraldine Sartori +
Rev. Msgr. Joseph E. Schieder +
John Schilling +
Mary Schiltz +
Anna C. Schmitt +
Mr. florian Schmitt +
Andrew J. & Mary J. Scoma +
Erwin A. Seifried +
Rev. Msgr. Eugene h. Selbert +
Joseph f. Skupien +
Mrs. olive A. Smith + 
Ms. Elinor Snell +
Ms. Anna C. Snyder +
Mr. Joseph h. Spahn 
Rita  Stachowiak +
Miss Anne P. Stahl +
Janet l. Steeb +
Rev. Robert W. Steinbach +
Mary Stelmach +
nancy J. Stuhmiller +
Marie B. Supple +
Rev. Msgr. William J. Sutherland +
G. Irene Swarts +
Rev. Msgr. daniel J. Szostak +
Miss Elizabeth v. Szuta +
Joseph E. Thomas +
Clara T. Tiffany +
Anna n. Toal +
Angeline M. Tomaino+
Anne M. Trautenberg +
Cyril Trevett +
Mr. donald d. Trump +
Robert W. versen +
Rev. Killian vetter +
Julia volz +
Joseph l. voytek +
Rev. Msgr. Joseph  Waclawski +
Robert J. Wagner +
Edward J. Walker +
Ms. Anne v. Wallace +
Mr. Robert R. Wallace +
Ella Walsh +
Mr. otto E. Wangler +
Rev. Msgr. howard G. Weil +
dr. Mark W. & Beulah M. Welch +
Wetzel Estate
Annette I. Witka +
Rev. Msgr. Patrick J. Woods +
Rev. Msgr. Robert C. Wurtz +
Rev. Msgr. Michael J. Yunk 
Marion S. zeigler + 
Irving R. zeman +  
Estate of Marion l. zimmerman

+deceased

Margaret C. Granahan +
Mr. Robert J. haben +
Mrs. Inez K. hart +
Julia B. hartzold +
Mary n. higgins +
Genevieve horn +
Mary M. hudak +  
hutzler Estate
helen Jordan +
dorothy A. Joyce +
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kapsiak 
Edward M. Kaszubowski 
Rev. Msgr. henry S. Kawalec +
Mr. Joseph h. Klee +
Rev. Msgr. Stanley Klein +
John Kolbiolka +
Edwin l. Kubeja +
Aloysius G. Kuntz +
Mr. Paschal P. lapenna +
Rev. daniel A. lapinski +
Isabel l. lefort +
Rev. Robert J. lord
Esther A. Manion +
Josaphine M. Marasco +
Rev. Msgr. Eugene v. Marcinkiweicz +
Rev. Joseph A. Marzolf +
Albert A. Mattucci, Sr. +
Rev. Joseph h. McCann +
McCarthy Estate
Catherine McGowan +
William Meegan +
Meicht Estate
Mrs. Rose S. Metzger + 
George M. Meyer +
Margaret f. Meyer +
Rev. Msgr. Ralph M. Miller +
Rev. Thomas J. Moriarty +
Jean E. Moscicki +
Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Murphy +
Rev. Patrick J. Murphy +
Charles G. neth +
Geraldine neuner +
Rev. Msgr. John neylon +
francis T. nowak +
Jean l. nunz +
harold C. o’Connor +
Ellen offenbach +
Mrs. Margaret S. osterhoudt 
Mrs. Mary Ruth o’Toole +
Angeline A. Pantera +
Mr. John A. Pietrowski +
Marie Pokorny +
Rev. George J. Pollard +
Peter A. Pond +
Estate of Marie Pokorny
Anna Pronobis +
Gerard Quinn +
Bernice Repp +
Mr. & Mrs. frederick Reuter +
Ms. Agnes J. Rigerman +
Rev. James J. Roche +
Miss hilda Roll +
norman Roll +
Rev. Msgr. Stanley A. Ropelski +
Margaret Roth +
Alice M. Rourke +
Rita Rowan +
Rev. Msgr. John f. Ryan +
Robert M. Ryan +
John f. Sabatt +
St. Barbara Church
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c h r i s t  t h e  k i n g  s e m i n a r y

711 Knox Road, East Aurora, nY 14052  |  716-652-8900  |  716-652-8903

visit www.cks.edu for more information

 
It is the mission of Christ the King Seminary to educate sponsored candidates for ordained  
priesthood and permanent diaconate in the Roman Catholic Church and individuals pursuing either 
a graduate theological education, a ministerial education program, or a program of continuing 
education. Christ the King Seminary is fully committed to an integrated and ecumenical model of 
theological education for men and women eager to experience the wealth of the Roman Catholic 
Church’s tradition of theological learning, pastoral praxis, and spiritual formation.

founded in 1857, today Christ the King Seminary is sponsored by the diocese of Buffalo and served by a faculty of diocesan 
and religious clergy, women religious and laity. The Seminary is governed by a Board of Trustees, whose chairperson is the 
Bishop of Buffalo and whose members span a range of persons with expertise in education, business, philanthropy, and 
church service. It is chartered by the Education department of the State University of new York, and accredited by the 
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, and by the Association of Theological Schools in the United States and 
Canada. The Seminary’s Program of Priestly formation is governed by ecclesiastical principles and guidelines determined by 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
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