
A Dark Journey
Three boys have run away from home and are living the life they have always dreamed 

of: one free from parents and responsibilities. They no longer have school, but they will 

quickly learn that their dream of freedom has come at a high cost.

This novel contains an action-packed mystery adventure that will keep you on the 

edge of your seat from front to back cover.  Join these runaways on their adventure as 

they explore and discover what friendship, hardships and space ships are all about. 

Caroline Schaffer grew up in 

Broken Arrow, Oklahoma. It was 

in the Mid-west that she began 

develop her passion for writing 

when she began developing a 

movie in her head. Caroline 

has always been one to create 

stories and now has written 

twelve novels. Her most famous 

novel is titled, “What Ben 

Franklin’s Wife Could Tell You If 

She Were Alive Today.”

Darklone is her first title in 

the mystery/suspense genre; 

Caroline is traditionally known 

for her historical fiction novels.

About the Author

A Tale by:

Caroline Schaffer

Prelude
The season is autumn, the 

month is November, and the 

wind is getting brisk while the 

air is getting thin. Nothing big 

ever happens the small town of 

Laconia, New Hampshire. That is, 

nothing happened until the one 

day when three twelve-year-old 

boys went missing.

The police have been searching 

for days and the parents fear the 

worst have happened to their 

sons. The boys’ parents believe 

they ran off because they wanted 

to be free from going to school, 

bedtimes, and chores. The search 

continues on without much 

hope. The boys will only be found 

if they choose to be found.
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Still Rebuilding in the Gulf Coast

The hurricanes of 2005 altered the history of the U.S. Gulf Coast, 
claiming more than 1,000 lives, inflicting major damage to more than a 
half-million homes, and displacing more than 1 million people.

“Sometimes we just see how much work remains to be done,” says 
Wendy McDonald, executive director of Bay-Waveland Habitat for 
Humanity in Bay St. Louis, Miss. “But every time we see a homeowner 
move into a new home, it’s renewal for us.”

Habitat has been a presence in Gulf Coast communities for more than 
two decades. In the wake of hurricanes Katrina and Rita, though, new 
Habitat affiliates were created, others were merged, and the capacity 
of affiliates throughout the region was boosted exponentially. Over 
the past five years, Habitat has helped build more than 2,200 decent, 
affordable homes with low-income, hurricane-affected families in 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas and Alabama.

New partnerships—with government agencies, other like-minded 
nonprofit organizations, corporations and others—have opened up 
new avenues for sustainable growth and changed the perception of 
how much can be accomplished.

“Katrina hasn’t really gone away,” says Fonda Rush, executive director 
of Lauderdale County Habitat in Meridian, Miss. “But five years later, 
we see more positive than negative. Families have been able to get into 
affordable housing that never could before. That’s how we measure 
success.” — Teresa Weaver

Habitat for Humanity was founded in 1976 and 
strives to build homes for the impoverished.  Habi-
tat communities are typically built by the people that 
will inhabit the houses. 

This system makes it so that the neighborhood is 
close-knit and actively interested in the lives of all 
the the families in the community; thus creating 
safer neighborhoods with children staying in school 
and trying harder to be successful because they have 
the support of the community behind them.

The reason Habitat for Humanity is so successful is 
their revolving fund called, “The Fund for Human-
ity.” The money in the fund comes from the new    
homeowner’s house payments, no-interest loans 
and money from fund-raising activities. 

They see that the poor do not need more handouts; 
they need to be helped out. Habitat for Humanity 
focuses on investing in the futures of individuals 
by being the medium to build houses. By address-
ing long-term needs of the impovershed, Habitat 
for Humanity will cure the disease of homelessness 
rather than simply treat the symptoms.

Habitat for Humanity is a wise way for those who 
have been blessed with a surplus to invest in the fu-
ture of those that are struggling to survive the crazy 
world that we all inhabit.
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Vietnam: Building a home and a 
business
In Vietnam , it is traditionally a man’s job to build or 
to repair a house. But Thanh Thuy has renovated her 
house and made a home out of it all by herself.

It has not been an easy life. For many years, Thanh 
Thuy and her two daughters lived on the US$2 a 
day generated by their work with a small sewing 
machine. The three women shared a house made of 
dry palm leaves, with a dirt floor that quickly turned 
to mud during the rainy season. There were times, 
Thanh Thuy says, when she felt powerless against 
nature. “When it rained heavily, we ladled the water 
into an empty bucket and poured it outside, but by 
the time we came back inside, the house was already 
flooded,” she recalls. Worms would come out of the 
mud floor, and snakes could enter under the door. 
Sometimes, the family had to ask around for food 
because the sewing machine was completely wet 
from the rain, despite being indoors.

Then, Thanh Thuy was told about Habitat Vietnam. 
She applied for a three-year loan that allowed her to 
build proper sanitation facilities. Managing to pay 
back that loan one year early, she continued to part-
ner with Habitat, borrowing again to upgrade her 
floor. The new floor was constructed at just the right 
time, as the opportunity arose for her to open a tai-
loring business. She hired local sewing profession-
als, who brought in their own sewing machines to 
work at her house, and now plans to invest in more 
machines of her own. Sometime in the next three 
years, she would also like to take out another loan to 
improve the walls of her house.

“I never dreamed of having a business of my own 
before. My house was in such a bad condition,” she 
says. “This project has helped poor families like us, 
who can’t build a new house, to gradually upgrade 
our houses to final completion.”

Kyrgyzstan: Improving the quality 
of life
After her husband left her eight years ago, Jumabu-
bu coped as well as she could. She raised three chil-
dren on her own, including Izat who has epilepsy 
and intellectual disabilities.

Jumabubu’s salary from Bishkek Water, a state-run 
company in the Kyrgyz capital, didn’t go far, and 
it was not enough to make much-needed repairs to 
their two-room house. The roof began leaking. By 
the time the family applied to partner with Habitat 
Kyrgyzstan, it was concave. When it rained, water 
poured into Izat’s room. The floor was ruined, and 
there was mold.

Now, Jumabubu and her family live in a warm and 
dry home. They were among the first families to par-
ticipate in a project that aims to keep disabled people 
out of institutions and with their families. Started in 
2007 and funded by the Open Society Institute, the 
“addressing physical barriers to social inclusion” 
project engages partners, including Habitat, and is a 
chance to break the isolation of people with special 
needs.

While a partner organization provides in-home care, 
therapy and job training for participating families, 
Habitat helps to renovate their houses. The project 
is scheduled to engage a total of 65 families over the 
next three years.

Through this type of home-improvement work and 
other housing interventions that focus on women-
headed households like Jumabubu’s, Habitat’s work 
is at the same time improving the status of women in 
Central Asia, where they often face education, health 
and rights obstacles. “It’s like I began life with a 
blank leaf and with a positive and good spirit,” says 
Habitat partner and single mom Elmira Niazalieva.

Ethiopia: Meeting basic needs
According to the Ethiopian nongovernmental organization Action Professionals’ 
Association for the People, almost 80 percent of the population in cities like Ad-
dis Ababa lives in slums that fail to meet basic sanitary benchmarks. Gadisee 
Mideksa and the 11 family members who share her home don’t realize that they 
are part of this statistic.

There is a lot of life and love in Gadisee’s house. As the 54-year-old widow 
brews coffee, 4-year-old granddaughter Hermela sings an alphabet song she has 
learned in school this week. Great-grandmother Ayantu laughs at the antics of 
the smiling, dancing child.

For Gadisee and the other members of their family who call these couple of 
rooms home, their existence is mirrored in every other family they know. Kebele 
04/06 is one of the poorest slums in the city. Very few people have access to 
proper sanitation facilities. The walkways between homes are wet and muddy, 
and there is no proper sewerage system.

For two years, Gadisee and her family didn’t have a toilet. The previous one 
collapsed and couldn’t be repaired. Gadisee feared for the health of her family. 
“When our toilet collapsed, we had to use plastic sheets that we would try and 

dispose of later,” she explains. “The children became 
ill. It was a very problematic situation.

“I have tried to ask so many people for help. I have 
knocked on so many doors,” she continues. “There 
was no success in my efforts.”

But then Gadisee met a representative of Habitat 
Ethiopia, which was launching a pilot program to 
build communal sanitation facilities in the slums 
of Addis Ababa to test such a program’s feasibility 
and impact. With the help of the local government, 
plots of land were identified where sanitation blocks 
could be built. During the implementation period for 

the project, 290 individuals in 51 families were served.

Gadisee insists that she couldn’t just give up when she didn’t find help imme-
diately. “This toilet block has made a great change in our lives,” she says. “It’s 
not just my family that has benefited, but the whole area benefits. It is now our 
property, and we divide the community into groups. We have keys to the facil-
ity, and we raise a small amount of money for maintenance to keep it in a good 
condition.”

Land availability and prices keep Habitat Ethiopia from partnering with families 
to build new Habitat homes in Addis Ababa. The water and sanitation project is 
the first step toward improving the shelter conditions of slum residents. Housing 
rehabilitation projects are also under consideration for some of the vulnerable 
families.

“We had so many problems, living here in these conditions, and now one of them 
is solved,” Gadisee continues. “In the future, I hope that our children can have a 
better life, better circumstances.”

Habitats All
Across the Globe

Continued from Page 2

Continued . . .
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It’s not just 
my family 
that has 
benefited, but 
the whole 
area benefits.
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Habitat workers pray over a new house

Laying down a fresh foundation

Cooperation at the worksite
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Habitat for Humanity:
A Community Model For Activism

❆
Imagine putting 500 hours of sweat equity into 
building homes and not knowing which one will be 
yours. That’s the chance that Habitat for Humanity 
asks people to take, and if things in Pacoima are any 
indication, it’s a chance that pays off quite well.

Habitat is building a community of three-and four-
bedroom homes in Pacoima, which is 20 miles north 
of downtown Los Angeles. A group of volunteers 
and future residents work on all the homes simulta-
neously, not knowing what home will be assigned to 
whom. When construction’s done and families are 
selected to move in, they pay less monthly than a 
renter would, because they receive a Habitat for Hu-
manity no-profit, no-interest loan. Their “down pay-
ment” was the 500 hours they devoted to building 
the homes together. Those are good figures for the 
working poor, but the community benefits are even 

more encouraging.

The program involves 
creating an enriched 
neighborhood, accord-
ing to Donna Deutch-
man, CEO of Habitat for 
Humanity San Fernan-
do/Santa Clarita Val-
ley. “You bring a fam-
ily in and give them an 
opportunity to change 
their lives, and it’s them 
as the catalyst.” In this 
Habitat community, ev-
ery family gets a free 
computer and reps from 
area colleges come in 
and teach the families 

how to do internet research. Fresh fruits and veg-
etables come from the community garden and the 
families get access to dental and health care.
Middle and upper class families know all about that 
sort of access to services -- they just call it “regular, 
everyday life.” But for the working poor who are 
raising children, such access can be elusive. Once 
access is grasped by a family and put into practice, 
says Deutchman, it can change how a family sees it-
self in the world.

On the day I visited the worksite, it was during a pe-
riod of a few days when more than 500 women came 
together to frame out six new homes in Pacoima. The 
people carting lumber, drilling and hammering were 
executives, volunteers and future residents all work-
ing together. Among the workers was Rashi Kallur, 

an assistant VP and Community Relations Officer at 
Citi. After receiving a few hours’ training on a cir-
cular saw, she was doing an impressively efficient 
job for a first-timer. “It’s personally very rewarding,” 
she said. “When I actually put in my effort I under-
stand what is behind construction and what does 
it take. It gives you more of an understanding and 
value, and you don’t take things for granted.” She 
got right back to work, transforming as I watched 
from a first-timer into a pro.

“We are breaking down the stereotypes and breaking 
down the way the parents and children view society. 
Working side by side with presidents of companies, 
totally different backgrounds, all working on their 
house -- it totally changes their perception of what 
the world is,” Jessica Woywode said.

You bring a 
family in and 
give them an 
opportunity 
to change 
their lives, 
and it’s 
them as the 
catalyst.

Donate
Please consider donating to Habitat for Hu-
manity this Holiday Season donate online at 
Habitat.org or by mail to the address below:

Habitat for Humanity International
121 Habitat Street
Americus, GA 31709-3498

Volunteers hard at work





Panthera Uncia 
A seasoned snow leopard steak, grilled 
over a wood fire and served with garlic 
potatoes

Spheniscus Demersus
A creamy chowder made with diced 
chunks of  african penguin, potatoes, 
diced carrots, and ground pepper

Romerolagus Diazi
Volcano rabbit, broiled to perfection with 
garlic and served on a bed of  greens with 
steamed carrots

Urocyon Littoralis
Tenderloins of  island fox grilled over a 
wood fire of  hickory, served with broccoli 
and other veggies

Canis Lupus Rufus
A 9 oz. filet cut of  red wolf  with a light 
basil seasoning, served with your choice 
of  sauce



Grus Japonensis
Japanese Crane cooked in a stir fry with 
mixed vegetables, served on a bed of  
noodles with rice

Anodorhynchus Leari
Two seasoned indigo macaws fried to 
perfection, served with red mashed 
potatoes on the side

Amazona Vittata
Diced and grilled Puer to Rican Parrot 
seasoned with Sazon and served with rice 
and black beans

Myadestes Palmeri
Minced Puaiohi simmered and cooked in 
a broth with noodles, carrots, and peas, 
served with bread

Strigops Habroptila
Breaded and baked kakapo layered in 
a dish with diced carrots, potatoes and 
peas, served with a gravy sauce 

Hexaprotodon Liberiensis
Broiled pygmy hippopotamus served on 
a bed of  lettuce with spinach and other 
greens

Dermochelys Coriacea
A stew consisting of  leatherback sea 
tur tle, red peppers, garlic cloves, 
rosemary, and baby carrots

Eumetopias Jubatus
A light serving of  steller sea lion, fried 
and served with fried crisps and gourmet 
tar tar sauce

Zebrasoma Scopas
Two grilled filets of  brown tang seasoned 
with basil, dill weed, dried oregano, 
served with cauliflower

Ambystoma Mexicanum
Breaded, baked, and thickly seasoned 
axolotl served with fried crisps and a 
variety of  sauces
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Tuscan Oven

ALL IN THE 
FAMILY
Buongiorno! My name is Michael Ragucci and 
Tuscan Oven is a new restaurant that I opened 
to run with my family. I work the kitchen with 
my two oldest sons, and my youngest boy wash-
es dishes. My wife and daughter wait the tables 
and handle take-out orders. I’d like to extend an 

invitation from my fam-
ily to yours to come on 
down to our restaurant to 
enjoy our delicious Italian 
cuisine. 

As a token of gratitude, 
we’ll be offering a 10% 
discount to any party of 
five or more for our first 
month of business to en-
courage patrons to bring 
their family and friends to 
meet our family. We hope 
you find our family friendly 

atmosphere welcoming we hope that you’ll always 
come back for more! Ciao for now!
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MENUGrinders Pizzas Location

Salads Toppings

Hours

Classic Italian The Tuscan

Grilled Chicken Caprese Salad

Chicken Parmesan The Rustic

Caesar Salad

Meat-Lover Meatball
Garden Select

Italian House Salad

Italian Sausage

Sliced salami,  spicy pepperoni, provolone cheese, ham, 
Lettuce, Tomato and finished with our home-made Italian 
dressing

Roasted tomato sauce, baked Italian sausage, cappicola, 
salami, oregano, basil, pecorino-romano, fresh mozzarella 
and fontina

Romaine lettuce with balsamic marinated chicken, fresh 
mozzarella, tomatoes, cucumbers, black olives, red onions 
and our house dressing

Provolone cheese, breaded chicken, finished with our per-
fectly seasoned marinara sauce

Red Sauce, spinach, garlic, roasted red peppers, black olives, 
fresh artichokes, pepperoncini and topped graciously with 
mozzarella

A classic Caesar salad tossed with romaine lettuce, crou-
tons and topped with parmesan

Provolone cheese, spicy pepperoni, our signature marinara 
sauce and topped with spicy pepperoni Pesto, red onions, bell 

peppers, mushrooms, roma 
tomatoes, black olives and 
topped with mozzarella

Iceberg lettuce, tomatoes, 
olives, red onions and pep-
peroncini. Served with our 
house Italian dressing

Provolone cheese, marinara sauce, green peppers, onions 
and loaded with baked Italian sausage

Meats

Cheeses

Chicken
Salami
Pepperoni
Bacon
Italian Sausage

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

11:00 AM - 9:00 PM
11:00 AM - 9:00 PM
11:00 AM - 9:30 PM
11:00 AM - 10:00 PM
11:00 AM - 11:30 PM
11:00 AM - 11:30 PM
11:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Feta
Gorgonzola
Cheddar
Fresh Mozzarella
Provolone

Vegetables
Roma Tomato
Roasted Red Peppers
Sun-Dried Tomato
Artichokes
Red Onion
Black Olives
Bell peppers
Scallions
Roasted Garlic
Jalapenos
Mushrooms
Pepperoncini

Target

Liberty
University

Walmart

Tuscan
Oven
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3920 Wards Road
Lynchburg, Va 24502

(434) 237-7788


