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History has been one of the most important elements in creating national identity across
the globe. Most constructions of national identity are incorporating a sense of a long,
proud and preferably unbroken national history. This book brings together experts on
national history writing from all five continents to discuss the role of history in the making
of national identities in a transnational and comparative way. The institutionalization and
professionalisation of history writing is analysed in the context of history's increasing
nationalization in the course of the nineteenth and first half of the twentieth century. The
narrative construction of nation and its interrelationship with other ‘'master’ narratives,
such as class, religion, race and gender are discussed, and many of the contributions also
reveal to what extent spatial definitions of the nation were linked to both local/regional as
well as transnational history writing.

CONTENTS: Introduction: Towards a Global History of National Historiographies;
S.Berger - The Power of National Pasts: Writing National History in Nineteenth and
Twentieth Century Europe; S.Berger - Seven Narratives in North American History:
Thinking the Nation in Canada, Quebec, and the United States; A.Smith - The Mirror of
History and Images of the Nation: The Invention of a National Identity in Brazil and its
Contrasts with Similar Enterprises in Mexico and Argentina; E.de Freitas Dutra -
Writing the Nation in Australia: Australian Historians and Narrative Myths of Nation;
M.Hearn - Between Myth and History: the Construction of a National Past in Modern
East Asia; Q. E.Wang - Writing the Nation in India: Communalism and Historiography;
R.Seshan - Writing the Nation in the Arabic-speaking World; B.Schaebler - Writing
National and Transnational History in Africa - the Example of the 'Dakar School’;
I.Thioub - Select Bibliography

STEFAN BERGER is Professor of Modern German and Comparative European History at
the University of Manchester, UK, where he is one of the founding members of the Centre
for the Study of Cultural Forms of Modern European Politics. He is directing a five-year
European Science Foundation programme on the writing of national histories in Europe
since 1800 and has published widely in the areas of comparative labour history, the history
of historiography, historical theory and national identity studies.

July 2007 Hardback £45.00 978-0-230-00802-1



palgrave

uEEnIER

You can order online at:
www.palgrave.com

or
please return this form to:

Direct Customer Services,
Palgrave Macmillan,
Publishing Building,

Brunel Road, Houndmills,
Basingstoke, RG21 6XS, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1256 302866
Fax: +44 (0)1256 330688
Email: orders@palgrave.com
When ordering by phone or email
please quote code FAUTHORO8a

Customers in USA:

Palgrave Macmillan, VHPS,
16365 James Madison Highway,
(US route 15), Gordonsville,
VA 22942, USA
Tel: 888-330-8477
Fax: 800-672-2054

Customers in Australia:

Customer Services,
Palgrave Macmillan,
627 Chapel Street, South Yarra,
VIC 3141, Australia
Tel 1300 135 113 (free call)
Fax 1300 135 103
Email:
customer.service@macmillan.com.au

All prices on this leaflet are correct
at time of printing and are subject
to change without prior notice.
Please allow 28 days from date
of publication for delivery.

Your details may be held on file
and used by us to offer you other
products and services.

If you object please
contact us at the addresses
above or email
optout@palgrave.com

ORDER FORM

Title: Writing the Nation
Price: £45.00

Quantity:

ISBN: 978-0-230-00802-1

Name:

Delivery Address:

Postal code:

Country:

Email:

Telephone:

Postage and Packing

UK orders under £40, please add £3 per order; over £40, please add £4 per order
Non-UK orders under £40, please add £5 per order; over £40, please add 10%

MAILING LIST

[ ] Tick here if you would like to be added to our mailing list
[] Tick here if you would like to receive free copies of catalogues in related subjects

HOW TO PAY

[ 1 lenclose acheque payable to Palgrave Publishers Ltd for £
[ 1 Please send me a pro-forma invoice (address supplied above)
[ 1 Please charge £ to my

Visa[ ] Mastercard | ] American Express [ | Diners [ ]
(We do not accept payment by Switch or Maestro)

Card number:

Expires:

Cardholder name and address (if different from above):

Signature: Date:

FAUTHORO8a



