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Sevgili Dostlarimiz,

Tiirkiye’nin ilk bes yildizh oteli ve Hilton’un Amerika di-
sinda faaliyeti en uzun siiredir devam eden uluslararasi
oteli unvanina sahip Hilton Istanbul’un 55. kurulus yil-
doéniimii sebebiyle hazirladigimiz bu 6zel hatira kitabini
sizlerle paylasmaktan biiyiik mutluluk duyuyoruz.

Kitabimizda, 55 senedir istanbullular basta olmak iizere,
Tirkiye’nin ve diinyanin hemen her késesinden agirla-
digimiz misafirlerimiz ile paylastigimiz anilarin yam sira,
Hilton’un yarim yiizyildan fazla bir siiredir Istanbul’un
kentsel yasamina getirdigi yeniliklere yer verdik.

Bu projenin hazirlanmasinda pek ¢ok eski gcalisanimiz
hatiralarnni, ellerindeki sayisiz fotograf ve malzemeleri
bizimle paylasarak biyiik bir katkida bulundular. Aym
sekilde uzun yillardir otelimizi ziyaret eden pek ¢ok kiy-
metli misafirimiz de ayn1 sekilde bizimle fotograflarim
ve hatiralarimi paylasarak kitabimiza ¢ok biiyiik deger
kattilar. Kendilerine bu yardimlarindan dolay: ¢ok te-
sekkiir ediyorum.

Dear Friends,

We are pleased to present our special commemorative
book celebrating the 55th anniversary of the Hilton
Istanbul - the first five-star hotel in Turkey and the
Iongest-serving international Hilton hotel outside the
Us.

In this book we have compiled 55 years of memories we
have cherished with Istanbulites in particular, but also with
guests from all over the world. You will also find many
anecdotal novelties which were introduced by Hilton to
Istanbul’s urban lifestyle.

Many of our retired team members made significant con-
tributions during the preparation of this book by shar-
ing their stories, photographs and mementos. Similarly,
several of our valued long-time guests have shared with
us their special-day photographs and memories, greatly
adding to the content quality of the book. I would like to
take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt thanks to all
of them.



Kurucumuz Conrad N. Hilton’'un otelimizin acilisinda
yaptigi konusma bugiin de siki sikiya bagh oldugumuz
degerlerimizi ve misyonumuzu eksiksiz yansitiyor. Ken-
disi bundan 55 yil 6nce Tiirkiye’ye atfettigi biiyiik degeri
cok net bir sekilde ifade etmis ve vizyonunu hi¢ tereddiit
etmeden dogrudan uygulamaya koymustu. Bugiin bu
gelenegdin varisleri olarak bizlere diisen, kurucumuzun
ve kurumumuzun prensipleri dogrultusunda, Hilton’u
farkh milletler ve kiiltiirler arasinda bir dostluk kopriisii
olarak yasatmak, istanbullulara ve Tiirk turizmine en iyi
sekilde hizmet vermeye devam etmektir.

Bu noktada fazla séze hacet yok diyerek, Conrad N.
Hilton’un 10 Haziran 1955 giinii yaptid1 ac¢ilis konusmasi-
nin tam metnini sizlerle paylasmak istiyorum.

Kitabimizi zevkle ve ilgiyle okumanizi umarim.
Armin Zerunyan

istaan.l Boélge Miidiirii ) )
Hilton Istanbul, Hilton ParkSA Istanbul, Conrad Istanbul

The inaugural speech made by our founder Conrad N.
Hilton at the opening ceremony of this hotel accurately
reflects our values and mission we have dedicatedly up-
held ever since. In his speech 55 years ago, Conrad N.
Hilton clearly expressed the great importance he attrib-
uted to Turkey’s future and he decidedly went ahead to
put his vision into reality. Today, we maintain our com-
mitment to provide Istanbulites and Turkish tourism with
the highest level of service and continue to fulfil Hilton’s
role as a bridge of friendship between nations and differ-
ent cultures.

Without further ado, I would like to leave you at this point
with the full script of Conrad N. Hilton’s speech, deliv-
ered during Hilton Istanbul’s inauguration ceremony on
June 10, 1955.

I hope you will enjoy reading this book and find it inter-
esting, too.

Armin Zerunyan
General Manager Istanbul Cluster
Hilton Istanbul, Hilton ParkSA Istanbul, Conrad Istanbul

Bogaz’in sehri”

Burada, tarihin en kutsal addedilmis tapinaklarinin
golgesinde durmak paha bicilemez bir deneyim. Ortalama
bir Amerikaliya -kendimi de bunlardan biri sayryorum-
gizel Bogaz’'in bu metropoliniin sadece bahsi bile,
binlerce kaynaktan edinilmis bir izlenimler labirentini
cagnistinnr. Emimin ki bazilarnimz, Londra ve Chicago icin
aym seyleri hissediyorsunuzdur, ama hi¢biri bu iinlii antik
kentin biiyiisiiyle boy dlcilisemez.

Istanbul’un insanlik tarihinde oynadigi énemli rol tesa-
diif sonucu degildir. Biiyiik tarihsel olaylara tamiklik et-
mek, iki biiyiik kitanin kavsak noktasinda kurulmus olan
bu sehrin kaderinde basindan beri vardi. Burada Kiros
ve Serhas’in Persli kavimleri Atina, Sparta ve Tebai’'nin
site devletleriyle karsilasmislardi. Neredeyse yiiz yil
sonra Imparator Konstantin, baskentini bu miithis mevki
izerine kurmus, birka¢ yiizyil sonra da aym sehir Bati
diinyasinin ¢gogunun hukukuna, Jiistinyen Kanunlari’yla
kaynaklik etmisti.

Ortacaglarda, Amerika’nin ad: bile duyulmamisken, bu
sehir isgalci Haglilara, Cenevizli ve Venedikli tiiccar
prenslerin kalyonlarina tamiklik etti.

Ingiliz tarihci Gibbon’un, Fatih Sultan Mehmet’in basarili
kusatmasim anlatan kitabinin heyecan verici sayfalarin
da hala hatirhyorum.

Bayanlar baylar, “3” sayisimn Istanbul’un kronolojisin-
deki onemi dikkatimi ¢ekiyor. Konstantinopolis 330’da
burada kuruldu ve Osmanh imparatorlugu 1453’te yine
burada merkezi bir devlet haline geldi. 1923’teyse, sizin
miiteveffa biiylik Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk’iiniiziin yéneti-
minde bugiinkii Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti kuruldu.

Bat1 diinyasi i¢in 1923’teki doniisiimler biiyiik 6nem tasi-
yordu. Eski Osmanli imparatorluk rejimi ilk zamanlarda-
ki canhihignm kaybetmisti ve yaygin olarak “Avrupa’nin

The city of the Bosphorus™

Standing here today in the shadow of a score of history’s
most hallowed shrines is indeed a precious experience. To
the average American —and I consider myself such- mere
mention of the metropolis of the beautiful Bosphorus invokes
a maze of impressions gathered from a thousand sources. I
am sure some of you must feel the same way about London
or Chicago, although neither of these can ever hope to
match the magic of this famed city of antiquity.

That Istanbul has played a large role in human history is
certainly no accident. Pitched on the very crossroads of
two great continents, it was destined from the beginning
to be the witness of great historical happenings. Here the
Persian hordes of Cyrus and Xerxes made their moves
against the City-States of Athens and Sparta and Thebes.
Almost a hundred years later Constantine built his capital
on this splendid site, and a few centuries later it was this
same city which mothered the laws for most of the Western
World in the great Justinian codes.

In the Middle Ages, when America was stil unheard of, this
city witnessed the invading crusaders and the galleys of
the commercial princes of Genoa and Venice.

And I still recall the exciting pages of Gibbon, the English
historian, where he describes the successful siege of the
city by Mohammed II, The Conqueror.

Ladies and gentlemen, it strikes me that the number “3” has
been significant in the chronology of Istanbul. Constantine
built in 330, the Ottoman Empire was centralized here in
1453. And in 1923, under your late and great Mustafa Kemal
Atatiirk, the present Republic of Turkey was founded.

For the Western World, the transforming events of 1923
have been of supreme importance. The old, Imperial
Ottoman Regime had lost its earlier vitality, and was
commonly referred to as “the sick man of Europe.”
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hasta adami1” seklinde amiliyordu. Ardindan 1923 geldi;
sonrasindaysa bunu Mustafa Kemal ve bu gizli enerjinin
diriltilmesi izledi; bugiinse Tiirkiye, milletler ailesinin
onemli bir iiyesi.

Turkiye’'nin totaliter taktiklere karsi kararh direnisi
Amerika’'nin saygisini ve destegini sagladi. 1947 Truman
Doktrini'nden baslayan ve Eisenhower’'in simdiki
baskanhdyla devam eden siirecte bizim tutumumuz
da hep istekli bir bigcimde devam etti. 1952’de Kuzey
Atlantik Pakt1 Tiirkiye’yi sicak bir sekilde karsilada.

Boylece Tiirkiye, Bati ile Dogu arasindaki iligkilerin
pekistirilmesinde gitgide artan bir 6éneme sahip oldu.
Tirkiye’'nin, Yunanistan, Yugoslavya ve bizzat Tiirkiye
Cumhuriyeti arasinda karsilikli anlayis1 1953’teki basa-
rli Ankara Antlasmasi’yla saglamaktaki hayati rolii Oz-
giir Diinya’min takdirini kazandi.

Tiirk liderligi her gegen giin biiyiimektedir. Batih giigler
ve Giineydogu Avrupa’yla gii¢lii iligkilerini saglamlastir-
mak i¢in son otuz iki yilda yaptiklarn, Tirkiye’nin olum-
lu liderliginin bir kanitidir. Aym1 zamanda Tiirkiye, Bati
ile eski Osmanl imparatorlug‘u’nun diger genis alanlari
arasinda bir halka, bir képriidiir.

Bir isadamu olarak, eger bu muhtesem oteli hicbir maddi
kazan¢ diisuniilmeksizin yapilmis, yalmzca idealist bir
girisim olarak size sunmaya kalksaydim basit goriiniir-
dim. Yaratacad iyi niyet etkisini inkdr etmek de bir o
kadar yamltici olur. Samimi olarak diyebilirim ki, ytiriir-
liikteki genisleme programimizdan da anlasilacadi iize-
re, Hilton International kendini, Amerikan Girisim Siste-
mi i¢erisinde sundugumuz hizmetin en iyisini diger ul-
kelere dogru genisleterek, halklar arasindaki karsilikh
anlayis1 artirma konusunda bir ara¢ olarak gérmektedir.
Baska yerlerde oldugu gibi burada da ulusal hiikiimetin
kendisi, 6zel olarak Emekli Sandigi’n1 devreye sokarak
bu amac1 gerceklestirmek igin olaganiistii bir ¢gabayla
bizimle yan yana calisti.
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Then came 1923; then came Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk and
revitalization of that latent energy; and today, Turkey is an
important member of the family of nations.

Turkey’s determined resistance to totalitarian tactics won
the respect and assistance of America. Our response, be-
ginning with the Truman Doctrine of 1947 and continuing
with Eisenhower’s present administration, has been con-
tinuously enthusiastic. The North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion welcomed Turkey in 1952.

Thus, more and more, Turkey has assumed increasing im-
portance in the cementing of relations between the West
and the East. Her vital role in harmonizing understanding
between Greece, Yugoslavia and the Turkish Republic it-
self with the successful Ankara Pact of 1953 won the ap-
plause of the entire Free World.

Turkish leadership grows in stature every. What it has
done, in the past thirty-two years, to strengthen powerful
ties with Southeastern Europe and the Western powers
is proof positive of Turkish leadership. At hte same time,
Turkey is the link... the bridge... between the West and
the other vast areas of the old Ottoman Empire.

As a business man, I would be simple indeed, were I to at-
tempt to portray this splendid hotel as merely an idealistic
operation with no thought for financial return. At the same
time, to deny any concern for its goodvill impact would be
equally misleading. Frankly, as can be seen in our current
expansion program, Hilton Hotels International views it-
self as a medium for bettering the understanding between
peoples by extending the best we have to offer in the
American Enterprise System to other lands. Here, as else-
where, the national government itself, operating specifi-
cally through its pension fund, has magnificently worked
side by side with us to achieve that goal.

The initiation of our International Hotel program took place
in 1948 and was intended as a pledge of private American

Uluslararasi Otel programimiz 1948’de basgladi ve
Truman Doktrini’yle hiikiimetler diizeyinde gosterilen
giiveni tamamlamak adina 6zel Amerikan girisimciliginin
bir taahhiidi olmasi amaciyla tasarlandi. Puerto
Rico’da agilan yeni otelimizden edindigimiz deneyimin
ardindan 1953’te Madrid’de agilan Castellana Hilton’la
Avrupa'ya gegctik. Son iki yilda, bir dizi baska yer i¢in de
goriismelerimiz oldu.

istanbul’daki bu otelinizin yam sira, liste 6niimiizde-
ki yillarda Roma, Berlin, Kahire, Havana, Mexico City,
Londra, Paris, Stockholm ve baska metropolleri de ice-
recektir. Bu genislemenin amaci salt biiyiikk olmak i¢in
“biiytuklik” degildir. Bugiinkii agilisla birlikte Hilton
ailesine yirmi dokuzuncu otel eklendi ve halihazirda
diinyadaki en biiyiik otel grubu yénetiyoruz. Yalmz bii-
yikligiin 6tesinde, Uluslararasi Otel zincirimizi, bircok
iilkeden iyi niyet temsilcisi insanlarin barisin dilini ko-
nustuklan dostluk merkezleri olarak goriiyoruz.

Bu oteller aymi zamanda -bizi i¢ctenlikle karsilayan ve ara-
larina alan insanlar i¢in degdil ama- Komiinist diinyanin
savunuculugunu yaptig: hayat tarzina karsi bir meydan
okumadir. Her bir otel, arkadaslarini kélelere indirge-
mek isteyenler i¢in yabanci bir kavram olan milletlera-
ras1 dostlugu 6n plana ¢ikarir. Bu tarz diisiince ve yasam
bicimiyle savasmak icin Hilton Uluslararasi Otellerimizi
diinyanin her tarafinda agmaktayiz.

Yine de bayanlar baylar, simdi ciddi meseleleri konus-
manin zamani dedil. Aksine bu bir kutlama haftasidir;
Tirkiye halk: ile Amerikan halki arasinda resmi olmayan
ve tam da bu ylizden, daha derin bir bagin isareti olarak
uzun siire hatirlayacagimiz bir kutlama.

*Conrad N. Hilton’un 10 Haziran 1955 tarihinde Hil-
ton Istanbul’un acilisinda yaptig: konugsmadar.

enterprise to complement the confidence already mani-
fested on the governmental level in the Truman plan. Fol-
lowing our exprience with the new hotel in Puerto Rico, we
moved over to Europe ,n 1953 with our Casttellana Hilton
in Madrid. In the past two years we have negotiated for a
series of others.

The list, aside from our hotel her in your city of Istanbul, will
eventually include Rome, Berlin, Cairo, Havana, Mexico
City, London, Paris, Stockholm and other metropolitan
centers. The purpose of this expansion is not “bigness” for
its own sake. We already operate the largest hotel group
in the world with today’s openning making the twenty-
ninth hotel in the Hilton family. Beyond mere size, we view
our International Hotel ties as friendly centers where men
of many nations and of goodwill may speak the language
of peace.

We mean these hotels too as a challenge-not to the peo-
ples who have so cordially welcomed us into their midst-
but to the way of life preached by the Communist world.
Each hotel spells out friendship between nations, which is
an alien word to those who try to reduce friends to slaves.
To help fight that kind of thinking and that kind of living
we are setting up our hotels of Hilton International Across
The World.

But, ladies and gentlemen, this is not the time for serious
discussion. Rather it is a week of festival-one which we
shall long remember as marking an unofficial, and for hat
reason, a deeper bond between the people of Turkey and
those of my native America.

“The speech delivered by Conrad N. Hilton at the in-
auguration of The Hilton Istanbul, Turkey on June 10,
1955.
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ilton Istanbul, ginimiizden 55 yil 6nce,
H 10 Haziran 1955’te kapilarim1 misafirle-

rine acti. Bu olay, basit bir otel agilisi-
nin ¢ok Stesinde, Istanbul’un sosyal yasamin-
da yepyeni bir baslangici simgeliyordu. Hilton
istanbul, kentin ilk uluslararasi bes yildizl oteli
olarak sektoriindeki hizmet anlayisina yeni ta-
nimlar kazandirirken, bir anlamda Istanbul’da
ve Tirkiye’de “otelcilik devrimi”’ni de baslati-
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++++-® Hilton zincirinin kurucusu Conrad Hilton, otelcilik meslegine
1919 yilinda satin aldig: tek bir otelle basladi.

Founder of the Hilton chain, Conrad Hilton embarked on the
profession of hotel management in 1919 with a single hotel he

bought.

istanbul Valisi ve Belediye Bagkani Fahrettin Kerim Gokay, New
York’taki bir tanitim toplantisinda Hilton istanbul’un planlarim
inceliyor.

Fahrettin Kerim Gokay, the Governor and Mayor of Istanbul, is looking
over the plans of Hilton Istanbul at a presentation in New York.

Istanbul, Hilton zincirinin Avrupada tercih ettigi

ilk kentlerden biriydi.

Istanbul was among the first prioritized cities of
the Hilton chain in Europe.

Hilton Istanbul’un 55 yillik gec¢misi bizlere, okumaya,
6grenmeye ve arastirmaya deder nice olaylarla dolu,
gercek bir hazine sunuyor. Ancak otelin gergek 6ykiisii,
Hilton Hotels Corporation Bagkani Conrad N. Hilton’un,
Avrupa’daki yayilma planlarinin baslangi¢ noktalarin-
dan biri olarak, pek ¢ok alternatif arasindan kendine
istanbul’u secmesiyle esas olarak 19580 yilinda bashyor.

Diinya kamuoyu, istanbul ve Hilton sézciiklerini ilk kez
bir arada, 19 Aralik 1950 tarihinde Conrad Hilton'un The
New York Times gazetesine verdidi bir demeg¢le duydu.
Hilton’un yaptig: acgiklamaya gore sahip oldugu oteller
zinciri, Istanbul’da 300 odali bir otel kurulmasiyla ilgili
olarak Tiirk hiikiimetiyle bir anlagsma saglamisti. Otel 5
milyon dolara mal olacakt: ve ayni zamanda cumhuriye-
tin kurulusunun 30. yi1ldéniimii olan 1953’te tamamlana-
rak hizmete girmesi planlanmaktaydi.’

Hilton Istanbul, aslinda Hilton zincirinin Avrupa’daki
genisleme planmimin bir parcasiydi. Conrad Hilton,
Avrupa’daki yatirim olanaklarini degerlendirmek igin
1950 yilinun sonlarina dogru Ingiltere, Fransa, Yunanis-
tan, italya ve Tiirkiye’yi kapsayan bir seyahate cikmus
ve bu seyahatten iki noktay: kesinlestirerek dénmiistii.
Gezinin ardindan bir basin toplantisi diizenleyen Hilton,
yeni kurulacak otellerden birinin Roma’da, digerinin ise
istanbul’da insa edilecegini agiklamisti. Diger projele-
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rin lokasyonlar1 daha sonra kesinlesecekti. Avrupa’da
kurulacak otellerin maliyetinin 50 milyon dolar1 agsmasi
bekleniyordu. Bu paranin 6énemli bir kismim, II. Diinya
Savasi’min yaralarim sarmak ve Avrupa’nin ekonomik
kalkinmasina yardimci olmak icin kurulan Ekonomik is-
birligi idaresi (Economic Cooperation Administration —
ECA) karsilayacakti. Hilton, kurulacak otellerin igletme
sermayesini temin edecek ve yonetimini iistlenecekti.
Hilton, bunun karsihidinda elde edilen karin ii¢te birini
alacakti. Conrad Hilton’a gére Amerikan hiikiimetinin
de destekledigi bu model, Hilton oteller zincirinin en
yeni iiyelerinden biri olan Porto Riko’da uygulanan sis-
temle ayniydi.2

Proje, Amerikan hiikiimeti kadar Tiirk hiikiimeti tarafin-
dan da desteklenmekteydi. Hem turistik, hem de ekono-
mik ve ticari bakimdan uluslararasi 6lcekte 6nemli bir
kent olan Istanbul’daki konaklama olanaklari, Avrupa’nn
diger merkezleriyle karsilastirnildiginda komik denilebi-
lecek derecede yetersizdi. 1950 yilinda kentte liiks kate-
gorisinde sayilabilecek sadece 6 otel (Park Otel, Konak/
Tokatliyan Oteli, Tarabya Konak Oteli, Pera Palas, Deniz
Park Palas ve Splendid Palas); birinci simif kategorisin-
de ise yine 6 otel (Continental Oteli, Bristol Oteli, Londra
Oteli, Oz Ipek Palas, Cinar Oteli ve Akasya Oteli) vardi.
1951 yilinda The New York Times gazetesinde yayimlanan
bir degerlendirmeye goére bu otellerden sadece 3 tanesi

Hilton Istanbul’s 55-year history offers a treasure trove of
innumerable events worth reading, finding out and ex-
ploring. The real story of the hotel, however, begins in
1950, when Conrad N. Hilton, the President of the Hilton
Hotels Corporation, selected Istanbul from among many
candidates as one of the starting points of their expansion
plans in Europe.

The world heard the words Istanbul and Hilton together
for the first time on December 19, 1950, in an interview
Conrad Hilton gave to The New York Times. According
to Mr. Hilton, the hotel chain he owned had reached an
agreement with the Turkish government on building a
300-room hotel in Istanbul, which would cost USD 5 mil-
lion and would be finished and opened in 1953, at the 30th
anniversary of the founding of the Republic of Turkey.!

built in Europe was expected to exceed USD 50 million.
A major portion of this amount would be provided by the
Economic Cooperation Administration (ECA), established
to heal the wounds inflicted by World War II and to assist
Europe in its economic recovery. Hilton was to provide the
operation capital for these hotels and run their manage-
ment, in exchange for one-third of the profits. According
to Conrad Hilton, supported also by the US government,
the scheme was the same with the one implemented at
their hotel in Puerto Rico, one of the newer members of
the Hilton chain.?

As well as the US government, the Turkish government
was also supporting the project. As an internationally
outstanding city of tourism, economy and trade, the tour-
ist accommodation capacity was strikingly insufficient in

Hilton Istanbul was part of the Hilton
chain’s plans to expand throughout
Europe. Towards the end of 1950,
Conrad Hilton had gone on a tour
that included Great Britain, France,
Greece, Italy and Turkey in order
to evaluate investment possibilities
in Europe, and had returned home
with a definite decision regard-
ing two cities. At the press confer-
ence he held upon his arrival in the
States, Mr. Hilton had announced
that one of the hotels would be
built in Rome, and the other in Is-
tanbul. The locations of the other
projects would be determined
later. The cost of the hotels to be
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Amerikali ve Avrupalilarin beklentilerini karsilayabile-
cek durumdaydi. imparatorluklarin bagkenti istanbul’un
bu baglamda sunabildigi oda sayisi, sadece 290 adetle
stmrliydi.? Kurulmasi planlanan Hilton Istanbul, 300’e ya-
kin odasiyla, kentteki mevcut litkks konaklama olanaklari-
1 tek basina iki katina ¢ikaracakti.

1950’1i yillarin basinda, Istanbul’daki birinci simif bir
oteldeki konaklama bedeli, ortalama olarak, kisi basi-
na 2,50 dolardi. Sayet odada 6zel banyo varsa bu be-
del 3,50 dolara yiikseliyordu. Liiks otellerde kahvalt
bedeli yaklasik 50 cent, aksam yemedi ise 1 dolar ci-
varindaydi.? Oysa, Hilton International Bagkan Yardim-
cis1 W. Houser’a gore iyi bir otel odasini daha pahaliya
satmak miimkiindii. Istanbul, diinya turizminde yiik-
selen bir degere sahipti. Kentte ¢ok az sayidaki litks
otellerde yer bulmak miimkiin olmadigindan en az on
giin 6nceden rezervasyon yaptirmak gerekiyordu. Di-
ger oteller ise ¢ok niteliksiz oldugundan, kenti ziyaret
eden turistler daha ¢ok geldikleri gemilerde konakla-
may1 tercih ediyordu.®

Kentte uzun incelemeler yapan Houser’a gore tiim ko-
sullar, ¢ok iyi bir otelin agilmasina uygundu. Houser,
burada kurulacak otelin, “Diinyanin en iyi otellerinden
biri” olmasi gerektigini diisiiniiyordu. Hilton’un dene-
yimli yoneticisi, Istanbul’un biiyiik bir firsat sundugunu
fark etmisti:
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Burasi Dogu ile Bati arasinda gercek bir koprii ve
Tiirkiye’nin gelecekte biiylik bir gelisme icinde
olacagi kesin. Ekonomik Isbirligi Idaresi yetkilile-
ri, Avrupa’dan ya da Amerika’dan hi¢ turist gel-
mese bile, béyle bir oteli varlikli Tiirklerle doldu-
rabilecedgimize inaniyorlar.®

Houser’a gére Istanbul, Dogu ile Bati’y1 bir arada barindi-
ran bilyiik ve 6nemli bir kentti. Bogazici ve cami minare-
leriyle gevrili Halig, kente biiyiilii bir giizellik veriyordu.
Istanbul’un tarihi mekanlan, turistler icin dogal bir cekim
alani yaratiyordu. Ayrica kentin canli ekonomisi, yabanci
isadamlan icin de Istanbul’u énemli bir destinasyon hali-
ne getiriyordu. Hayatin biiyiik bir devinim i¢ginde devam
ettigi kentte hemen her zaman diinyanin ¢esitli iilkelerin-
den gelmis isadamlarini gérmek miimkiindii. W. Houser,
27 Agustos 1950 tarihinde Conrad Hilton’a génderdigi bir
mektupta, Hilton zincirinin genislemesiigin istanbul’unen
uygun adaylardan biri oldugunu belirtiyor ve “Atina’yla
birlikte Istanbul, Avrupa’da bir baslangi¢ yapmak icin
kéti bir baglangi¢ olmayabilir” yorumunu yapiyordu.?

Tiirk yetkililer de, boyle bir otelin istanbul’a kazandiril-
masl diisiincesinden fazlasiyla heyecanlanmis goriinii-
yorlardi. Istanbul Valisi ve Belediye Baskamni Fahrettin
Kerim Gokay’in kisisel ilgisinin disinda, proje dogrudan
Icisleri Bakam Fevzi Liitfi Karaosmanoglu tarafindan ta-
kip ediliyordu. Tiirkiye’'nin ¢ok partili sisteme ge¢gme-

««++® Dogu ile Bat1’y1 birlestiren Istanbul, essiz giizelli§inin yani sira stratejik 6nemi ve
turistik potansiyeli bakimindan da Hilton icin gelecek vaat eden sehirlerden biriydi.

Joining the East with the West, Istanbul was a city for Hilton with a promising future,
not only because of its unrivalled beauty but also due to its strategic importance and

touristic potential.

Istanbul compared to other European cities. In 1950, the
city had only 6 luxury hotels (Park Hotel, Konak/Tokatliyan
Hotel, Tarabya Konak Hotel, Pera Palace Hotel, Deniz Park
Palace Hotel and Splendid Palace Hotel) and 6 first-class
hotels (Continental Hotel, Bristol Hotel, Londra Hotel, Oz
Ipek Palace Hotel, Cinar Hotel and Akasya Hotel). Accord-
ing to an article published in 1951 by The New York Times,
just three of the abovementioned hotels were qualified to
meet the expectations of American and European visitors.
Back then, Istanbul could offer only 290 high-standard
rooms to guests.® With its about 300 rooms, the planned
Hilton Istanbul would double the number of luxury hotel
rooms available in the city.

Around the beginning of the 1950s, in Istanbul, the single
room rate at a first-class hotel was USD 2.50 per night, and
the price would go up to USD 3.50 if the room included
a private bath. Breakfast at luxury hotels cost around 50
cents and dinner around 1 dollar.* W. Houser, the Vice
President of Hilton International, believed that a good hotel
could charge more. Istanbul was a rising star in the world
of tourism; however, as there were just a handful of luxury
hotels available, finding a good hotel room in the city was
difficult and reservations had to be made at least ten days
prior to the desired date. If the luxury hotels in the city were
fully booked, the tourists would rather stay at the cruise
ships they arrived by, since the city’s other hotels were in
poor condition.®

After thoroughly exploring the city, Houser decided that
a good hotel would do well in Istanbul. He held the idea
that the new hotel had to be “one of the best hotels in the
world.” Hilton’s experienced manager had noticed the
wonderful investment opportunity Istanbul offered:

This is the real crossroads of the East and West,
and Turkey will be in for a great advance and de-
velopment. The ECA fellows believe that we could
fill the hotel with rich Turks if we never saw a tour-
ist from Europe or America.b

According to Houser, Istanbul was a large and significant
city, mixing the Orient and the Occident. The Bosphorus
and the Golden Horn surrounded by many mosques with
minarets provided a magical charm to the city. Istanbul’s
historical treasures were amazing the tourists. The city’s
vibrant economy was also turning it into an attractive
destination for foreign
businessmen. Alive at all
times, the city was fre-
quented by business pro-
fessionals from various
countries of the world. In

a letter written to Conrad :
Hilton on August 27, 1950, ;
W. Houser highlighted |
the fact that Istanbul was '

one of the best candi-

dates for the expansion
of the Hilton chain and
said: “Istanbul with Ath-
ens mightn’t be too bad
a start in Europe.™”

Turkish officials also
seemed highly enthu-
siastic about having a
notable hotel in Istan-
bul. Fahrettin Kerim
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sinden sonra 1950
Mayis'inda iktida-
ra gelen liberal
goriislic Demokrat
Parti hikimeti ve
bizzat Adnan Men-
deres, boyle bir
otelin Istanbul’a
B -__ yepyeni bir ¢eh-
N re kazandiraca-
“+, g1 disiincesiyle
projeye tam des-
tek veriyordu. Bu nedenle Hilton heyetinin Istanbul zi-
yareti biiyiik énem kazanmis, ziyaret sirasinda Istanbul
Valiligi’'nin protokol miidiirii Nazif Boliilkbasi heyete biz-
zat rehberlik yapmusti. Unlii felsefeci Riza Tevfik’in oglu
olan Béliikbasi, sonraki yillarda Hilton ailesine katilacak
ve otelin miidiir yardimcilidi gérevini iistlenecekti.
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Diger taraftan Istanbul’da bir Hilton otelinin acilmasi,
ABD hiikiimeti tarafindan da destekleniyordu. Conrad
Hilton’a gére Disisleri ve Ticaret Bakanliklarimin yetki-
lileri, diinyanin belli bash kentlerinde kurulacak Hilton
otellerinin ABD hiikiimeti tarafindan siirdiiriilmekte olan
dis yardim programim daha da etkili kilacagin diisiinii-
yorlardi. Onlara gére bu oteller ABD’nin bu iilkelerle ti-
caretini ve seyahat yakinhgini artirabilir, yardima ihtiyag
duyan iilkelerin ekonomilerine dolar girdisi saglayabi-
lir, ayrica iyi niyet elgiligi gorevini iistlenerek iilkeler
arasindaki iligkilerin gelistirilmesine katk: sunabilirdi.®

Amerikan kiiltiiriiniin gii¢li simgelerinden biri olan Hil-
ton Oteli’'nin Istanbul’da a¢ilmasi, bircok faktoriin ya-
minda, Amerikan ideolojisinin diinyada yayginlasmasi
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++-+-@® Conrad Hilton, otelcilik deneyimlerini anlattig: “Be My Guest” adl1 kitabinda,
acilan her Hilton otelini bir “kiiciik Amerika” olarak tanimliyordu.

In his book entitled “Be My Guest”, a collection of his hotel management
experiences, Conrad Hilton defined every new Hilton hotel as a “little America.”

bakimindan da simgesel bir éneme sahipti. II. Diinya
Savasi’'nin bitmesiyle diinya barisini yok eden sicak ca-
tismalar sona ermis, ancak onun yerini Sovyetler Birligi
ile ABD arasinda biiyiik bir ¢ekismenin yasandid: Soguk
Savas almisti. Tiirkiye ise, 1949 yilinda kurulan NATO’ya
iiyelik basvurusunda bulunarak, iki kutuplu diizen icin-
deki tercihini belli etmisti. Tirkiye, hem ABD, hem de
Sovyetler Birligi i¢in stratejik olarak cift yonlii bir 6neme
sahipti.

Conrad Hilton’un kendi ifadeleriyle Hilton Istanbul, bu
ozelligiyle tiim diinyadaki Hilton otelleri arasinda ben-
zersiz bir konumdaydi. Hilton’a gére Demir Perde’nin
yalmizca 50 km uzaginda bulunan kentte, Demir Perde
hissedilen somut bir nesne gibiydi.® Amerikan hiikiime-
ti, Hilton Istanbul’un hayata ge¢mesini, Tiirkiye ile ittifa-
kinin somut bir belgesi olarak gériiyordu. Amerikan hii-
kiimetinin bu istekli tutumu karsisinda Sovyetler Birligi
de bos durmuyordu. Hilton International Baskan Yardim-
cis1 W. Houser, Conrad Hilton’a génderdigi 23 Haziran
1951 tarihli bir mektupta, ABD’nin Hilton 6nerisine karsi
Sovyetler Birligi'nin Istanbul’da Waldorf-Astoria benzeri
1.000 yatakh devasa bir otel insa etmek i¢in girisimlere
basladigim bildiriyor ve yandaki masada Moskova’dan
gelen otel cizimlerini gordigiinii aktariyordu. Hilton,
Soguk Savas’in en sicak rekabet unsurlarindan biri ha-
line gelmisti.*

Tim bu gelismeler, Hilton’un Porto Riko ve ispanya’dan
sonra ABD disindaki iiciincii otelini nicin Istanbul’da
actigim da acgiklar nitelikteydi. Diger adaylar, Londra,
Paris, Roma, Atina ve Kahire gibi diinya turizminin
gozde kentleriydi; ancak higbiri istanbul kadar stra-
tejik bir konuma sahip degildi. Conrad Hilton’a gore

Amerikan ideolojisini temsil eden
Hilton'un Istanbulda acilmasim
ABD hiikiimeti de destekliyordu.

The US government also
supported the opening of Hilton,
the representative of American
ideology, in Istanbul.

Goékay, the Governor and Mayor of Istanbul, had showed
a special interest in the project, and The Minister of In-
ternal Affairs, Fevzi Liitfi Karaosmanoglu, was personally
involved in supervising the operations. After Turkey’s
transition to a multi-party system, the liberal Democratic
Party had won the elections in May 1950. Both the gov-
ernment and the Prime Minister were giving full support
to the project, believing that the hotel would bring a new
outlook to the country. For this reason, particular attention
was paid to the Hilton Committee’s Istanbul visit, and Na-
zif Boliikbasi, the Protocol Manager of the Governorship
of Istanbul, had personally accompanied the Committee
during their stay. Mr. Boliikbasi, the son of the prominent
Turkish philosopher Riza Tevfik, would join the Hilton fam-
ily in the following years to become the Assistant Manager
of the hotel.

The project of establishing a Hilton hotel in Istanbul was
also supported by the US government. According to Con-
rad Hilton, the officials from the US Ministries of Foreign
Affairs and Commerce held the idea that establishing Hil-
ton hotels in important world cities would make substan-
tial contribution to US’s on-going Foreign Aid program.
The officials believed that the hotels would strengthen
US’s touristic and commercial ties with other countries,

improve the economies of the countries in need, and fos-
ter the bonds of friendship between the countries by serv-
ing as “goodwill ambassadors.”

As Hilton was one of the strong symbols of American
culture, building a hotel in Istanbul held a special sig-
nificance, notably in terms of spreading American ideol-
ogy throughout the world. The close combats had ended
together with the World War II to give world peace a
chance, but then came the Cold War, a period of tense
struggle between the Soviet Union and the US. By apply-
ing for a membership in NATO, founded in 1949, Tur-
key had revealed its stand in the two-pole system. The
country had strategic importance both for the US and the
Soviet Union.

Conrad Hilton had personally highlighted Hilton Istan-
bul’s unique position among all Hilton hotels around the
world. According to Mr. Hilton, standing at a distance of
only about 50 km, the presence of the Iron Curtain was
literally felt from Istanbul.® The US government believed
that the construction of a Hilton hotel in Istanbul would be
the solid manifestation of their alliance with Turkey. The
Soviet Union had also entered the game and made their
move. In a letter to Conrad Hilton, dated June 23, 1951,

15



acilan her Hilton oteli, bir “kicik
Amerika”ydi.!! 1950’lerin basinda
dinyanin icinde bulundugu sartlar,
ABD icin bu “kiiciik Amerika”lardan
birinin de Istanbul’da kurulmasin ve
boéylece Tiirkiye ile filizlenmeye bas-
layan dostluk baglarinin giiglendi-
rilmesini gerektiriyordu. Tiirk hiikii-
meti icin ise Hilton istanbul, bu niteliginin disinda mo-
dernligin, prestijin, gelismenin ve diinyaya agilmanin
bir simgesiydi. Nitekim sonraki yillarda kentin sosyal
yasaminda derin izler birakacak olan otel, Istanbul’un
bas taci olmaya hazirlanmaktayda.

Tirk Digisleri Bakanhd: ile Hilton Hotels International
arasindaki 6n protokol 15 Aralik 1950 tarihinde, asil s6z-
lesme ise 9 Agustos 1951 tarihinde imzalandi. S6zlesme-
ye gore 300 odal litks bir otelin kurulmasi i¢in gereken
arazi ve yaklasik 5 milyon dolarhik yatirimin 3 milyon
dolarlik kismi Emekli Sandid: tarafindan temin edile-
cek, kalan 2 milyon dolarlik kisim da Ekonomik isbirlig‘i
Idaresi fonlarindan karsilanacakti. O yillarda heniiz yeni
kurulmus olan Emekli Sandidi’'nin genel midiiri Ulvi
Ziya Yenal, ayn1 zamanda Futbol Federasyonu’nun bas-
kanm oldugundan, Tiirkiye'ye gelen yabanci takimlarin
misafir edilmesinde yasanan sikintilari yakindan bilen
bir isimdi. Yenal, bu nedenle projeyi en basindan beri
biiyiik bir heyecanla karsilamisti.

Sozlesmeye gore oteli 20 yil siireyle Hilton Hotels In-
ternational isletecekti. Binanin tasarimini, daha 6nce
Tiirk hiikiimeti tarafindan ¢esitli kent planlama ve ko-
nut projeleri yapmak iizere gorevlendirilen Skidmo-
re, Owings & Merrill (SOM) mimarlhk sirketi gercek-
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Hilton Istanbul, modernligin, prestijin,
gelismenin ve diinyaya agilmanin simgesiydi.

Hilton Istanbul was the symbol of modernity,
prestige, progress and openness to the world.

lestirecekti. Sirketin ortaklarindan ve bastasarimcisi
Gordon Bunshaft, Bayindirlhik Bakanlhid: adina gesitli
proje o6nerileri hazirlamak tizere yaklasik iki ay siirey-
le Tiirkiye’nin hemen her késesini gezmis bir mimar-
di. Dolayisiyla Tirk mimarisini ve lilkenin olanaklari-
m yakindan tanmiyordu.!'? Otelin tasariminda kendisi-
ne, 6diil sahibi iinli Tiirk mimar Sedat Hakk: Eldem
eslik edecekti. Binanin temel tasarimlari, Eldem’in
gozetiminde, SOM’un New York’taki ofisinde olustu-
ruldu. Daha sonra detaylar icin SOM’dan iki mimar
Istanbul’a gelerek, Sedat Hakki Eldem’in biirosunda
aylarca calisti. Nihayet 1952’nin yaz aylarinda otelin
temeli atildi. Insaat Almanya’dan Dickerhof Widman
ve Julius Berger miiteahhitlik sirketleri tarafindan ger-
ceklestirilecekti.

Insaat, Hilton International’in istanbul’a tayin ettigi
Proje Miidiirii Rudy W. Basler tarafindan yonetiliyor-
du. Emekli Sandigi’nin Ulvi Ziya Yenal’dan sonra gore-

+«+-@® Hilton International ve Emekli Sandig1 arasindaki

sozlesme 9 Agustos 1951 tarihinde imzalanda.

The contract between Hilton International and the
Pension Fund was signed on August 9, 1951.

Hilton International’s Vice President W. Houser wrote
that the Soviet Union had initiated a project to build a
Waldorf-Astoria-like, 1000-bed gigantic hotel in Istanbul
to challenge the Hilton project of the US, and mentioned
having seen drawings from Moscow on a table next to
him. The Hilton had created a hot area of competition in
the Cold War period.*®

All the above explains why Hilton opened its third hotel
outside the US in Istanbul, after Puerto Rico and Spain.
Other candidates were also outstanding cities of world
tourism, such as London, Paris, Rome, Athens or Cairo,
but they were not as strategic as Istanbul in terms of loca-
tion. According to Conrad Hilton, each Hilton hotel was
a “little America”,'’ and at the onset of the 1950s, global
conditions required US to build a “little America” in Istan-
bul and nurture their friendship ties with Turkey. For the
Turkish government, Hilton Istanbul would also be a sym-
bol of modernism, prestige, development and opening up
to the world. The hotel was getting ready to be Istanbul’s
pearl and would deeply influence the city’s social life in
the years to come.

The Turkish Foreign Ministry and Hilton Hotels Interna-
tional signed a term sheet on December 15, 1950, and the
agreement was finalized on August 9, 1951. According to
the agreement, the land and USD 3 million, of about USD 5
million of investment required to build a 300-room luxury
hotel, would be provided by the Turkish Pension Fund,
and the remaining USD 2 million would be funded by the
Economic Cooperation Administration. Since the General
Manager of the newly-founded Pension Fund, Ulvi Ziya
Yenal, was also serving as the president of the Football
Federation, he was well aware of the difficulty of hosting

Conrad Hilton, tasarimina Sedat Hakki Eldem’in de
katkida bulundugu Hilton istanbul maketinin 6niinde.

Conrad Hilton standing in front of the mock-up of Hilton
Istanbul, whose design featured contributions by Sedat
Hakki Eldem.
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++++@ Hilton Istanbul’un ingasi, her agamada kamuoyu ve
mimarhik ¢evreleri tarafindan ilgiyle izlendi.

The construction of Hilton Istanbul was followed with
great interest by the general public and architectural
circles.

ve gelen yeni genel midiiri Nuri Kinik ise, biiytk bir
sevkle, santiyede yatip kalkarcasina gelismeleri takip
ediyordu. insa edilen bina, o giine kadar istanbul’da
insa edilmis en yiiksek bina olacakti. Kullamilan mal-
zemelerin ve tekniklerin ¢odu yeniydi. Bu nedenle
santiye, yakindaki Istanbul Teknik Universitesi’nin ho-
calarn ve 6grencileri icin de bir merak ve ziyaret yeri
haline gelmisti. Insaatin bir an énce tamamlanmasi icin
hicbir fedakarhktan kag¢inilmiyordu. Santiyede c¢alisan
isci sayisinin 500’e ulastign zamanlar oluyordu. Ongérii-
len veya goriilemeyen tim zorluk ve engellere ragmen
otelin yapimi, gerektiginde planlar revize edilerek, o
giinler icin rekor sayilabilecek bir siirede, 21 ayda ta-
mamlandi.’® 1955 yihinin bahar aylan geldiginde bina
tamamlanmus, Istanbul yeni oteline kavusmak icin gin
saymaya baslamisti.

Hilton Istanbul, kentin ilk 5 yildizh oteli olma &ézelli-
ginin yaninda, tasarimiyla da dikkatleri ¢ceken bir ya-
piydi. SOM’'un ortaklarindan Nathaniel Owings, Hilton
Istanbul’u tasarlarken hissettikleri sorumluluk duygusu-
nu, “Ayasofya ve Bogazi¢i'nin verdidi ilhamla, gérkemli
bir bina yapmak zorundaydik” seklinde ifade ediyordu.
278 odadan olusan yapi1 gérkemli oldugu kadar, ayni za-
manda modern otelciligin tiim gereklerini yerine geti-
ren islevsel bir bina olmak zorundaydi. Istanbullularin
yeni insa edilen otelden beklentileri o kadar yiiksekti ki,
onlar hayal kinkhi@ina ugratmama kaygisi, bu biiyiik ise
soyunan mimarlar iizerinde ciddi bir baski olusturmus-
tu. Buna ragmen Gordon Bunshaft’in modern ¢izgilerinin
iizerine Tiirk mimarisinin zengin, gosterisli ve romantik
o6gelerini basarnyla yerlestiren Sedat Hakk: Eldem’in or-
taya c¢ikardid: eser, tatmin edici olmanin 6tesinde, tek
kelimeyle etkileyiciydi.*

Hilton Istanbul, 6ngériillemeyen teknik, yasal ve pratik aksakliklara ragmen
21 ay gibi rekor bir siirede tamamlanda.

Despite unforeseeable technical, legal and practical hindrances, Hilton
Istanbul was completed in a record time of 21 months.

foreign guests in Turkey, from his experience with visiting
football teams. For this reason, Mr. Yenal had been a keen
supporter of the project since the beginning.

According to the agreement, the hotel would be operated
by Hilton Hotels International for 20 years. The building
would be designed by Skidmore, Owings & Merrill (SOM),
an Architecture Company previously assigned by the
Turkish government to implement several urban planning
and real estate projects. The company’s partner and head
designer Bunshaft had already travelled around all parts
Turkey for about two months to develop project proposals
on behalf of the Ministry of Public Works. For that reason,
he knew both the country and the Turkish architecture

very well.’? Bunshaft and the award-winning Turkish ar-
chitect Sedat Hakki Eldem would collaborate to design the
hotel. Basic design of the building was developed at the
New York office of SOM, under the supervision of Eldem.
Then, two architects from SOM came to Istanbul to work
at Sedat Hakk: Eldem’s office for months. The construction
activities finally started in the summer of 1952. Dicker-
hof Widman and Julius Berger Companies from Germany
were responsible for the construction of the hotel.

The Hilton International assigned Rudy W. Basler as the
Istanbul Project Manager to be in charge of the construc-
tion activities. Appointed as the new General Manager
of the Pension Fund after Ulvi Ziya Yenal, Nuri Kinik was

Hilton Istanbul, sahip
oldugu ihtisamin yani sira
mimari olarak modern
otelciligin gereklerine
uygunluguyla da dikkat
gekici bir yapiydi.

Hilton Istanbul was not
only magnificent, it also
attracted attention with
its compliance with the
architectural requirements
of modern hotel

management.



Uluslararas: mimarlik ¢gevrelerinde yarattign etki, Hilton
Istanbul’un mimari basarisinin en somut géstergesiydi.
Architectural Record, Architectural Review, L’architecture
d’aujourd’hui, Architectural Forum, Baumeister, Arkitekt,
Informes de la construccion ve Bauen-Wohnen, otele ge-
nis yer ayiran mimarhk dergilerinden bazilarnydi. 1970’1
yillara gelindiginde bile, iinlii mimarhk elestirmeni Ada
Louise Huxtable, Hilton istanbul icin “16 yil énce insa
edildi ve modern bir klasik haline geldi” yorumunu
yapiyordu.'® Hilton’'un modernitesi, éncelikle diiz/sade
formundan bashyordu. Yapi, es bloklarin tekrarindan
olusan yalin geometrisi ve kutu benzeri balkonlariyla Le
Corbusier’in tasarimlarini animsatiyordu.

Hilton Istanbul’un amtsal binasi, kentin en prestijli nok-
talarindan birine yerlestirilmis elit bir sanat eseri gi-
biydi. Otel, kentin en islek noktalarindan ve énemli is
merkezlerinden biri olan Taksim Meydani’'na sadece
birka¢ dakikalik yiiriime mesafesindeydi. Buna ragmen
otelin insa edildigi genis alan, yogun bir yerlesimin or-
tasinda, korunmus bir vahay1 andiriyordu. Otelin uzan-
dig1 yamag, Bogaz’a dogru essiz bir manzara sunuyordu.
Agac¢ bakimindan fazla zengin olmayan bah¢enin cimlik
alanlardan olusan diiz peyzaji, Amerikal konuklara tipik
bir Amerikan banliyésiiniin tanmidik ve giivenli havasim
vermekteydi. Genis arazisi igindeki otel, konuklarina
kentin karmasasindan uzakta, rafine bir siginak sunu-
yordu. Havalandirma sistemi
kentin kirli havasin siiziiyor, ¢ift
katli camlar kentin giiriiltiisiinii
disarida birakiyor, otel goriintii
kirliligine bile izin vermeyecek
sekilde kente ve Bogaz’a yuka-
ridan bakiyordu.

Binanin i¢ mekanlarina, aynen
disanida oldugu gibi, rafine bir
zarafetle biitiinlesmis diiz hatlar
ve sadelik hakimdi. Alsilmisin
disinda kartonpiyersiz tavanlar,
gémme 1siklar, c¢iplak siitunlar
ve kesintisiz genis alanlar, yapi-
mn ¢izgisel sadeligine katkida
bulunuyordu. Buna karsin piril
pirill parlayan pahali mermer
désemeler ve belirli noktalara
ozenle yerlestirilmis pahali sa-
nat eserleri, bu sadelige elit bir

closely and enthusiastically monitoring the process by
staying at the construction site from dawn until midnight.
The hotel was to be the highest structure built in Istanbul
to that date. Due to the vast use of novel materials and
techniques, the faculty and students of the nearby Istan-
bul Technical University often visited the construction site.
Extraordinary efforts were being made to have the build-
ing constructed as soon as possible. At times, the number
of the workers in the construction site rose up to 500. The
plans were revised whenever necessary, and despite all
the foreseen and unexpected difficulties and obstacles,
the construction was finished after a period of 21 months,
almost a record for those days.'® By the spring of 1955,
the building was ready and waiting to be introduced to
Istanbulites.

As well as being the city’s first 5-star hotel, Hilton Istanbul
was also a source of attraction with its outstanding design.
Nathaniel Owings, a partner of SOM, was expressing the
design team’s commitment to the project by saying: “With
the Santa Sophie and the Bosphorus for inspiration, we
had to do a great building.” The 278-room building had to
be not only glorious, but also functional in order to meet
all standards of the modern hotel industry. As Istanbulites
were packed with great expectations about the new ho-
tel, the architects were working under a huge pressure.
Sedat Hakki Eldem successfully managed to combine the
rich, lush and romantic elements of the Turkish architec-
ture with Gordon Bunshaft’s modern outlines to create a
stunning work."

The international architectural scene’s interest in Hil-
ton Istanbul was a strong indicator of the project’s suc-
cess. Prominent architecture magazines, such as the Ar-
chitectural Record, Architectural Review, L’architecture
d’aujourd’hui, Architectural Forum, Baumeister, Arkitekt,
Informes de la construccion and Bauen-Wohnen pub-
lished long articles about the hotel. Even in the 1970s,
Ada Louise Huxtable, the notable architectural critic,
would write of Hilton Istanbul and say: “Built 16 years ago,
it has become a modern classic.”’® The key element un-
derlying the modernity of Hilton was the lucid rationality
of its form. With a pure geometlry of articulated identical
blocks and box-like balconies, the structure was reminis-
cent of Le Corbusier’s designs.

Situated in one of the most prestigious parts of the city, the
monumental building of Hilton Istanbul resembled an elite
art object. The hotel was just minutes’ walk from Taksim
Square, a social and commercial hub of the city. It stood
as a beautifully preserved retreat in the midst of dense ur-
ban fabric, thanks to the wide area it was built on. With its
elevated topography and height, it offered the insiders an
unparalleled view of the Bosphorus. The area was not rich
in trees, but the flat landscape of lawn was reproducing
the familiar security of American suburbs for the Ameri-
can guests. Stretching over a considerable area, the hotel
was presenting the guests a refined shelter away from the
chaos of the city. The air-conditioning system was filtering
the polluted air, double-pane windows were keeping out
the buzz of the city, and the hotel even protected vision by
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Amerikan iislubunun hikim oldugu otel Dogu’dan da izler tasiyordu.
“Tulip Room” bu etkinin en fazla hissedildigi boliimlerden biriydi.

Heavily American in style, the hotel also bore traces of the East.
The “Tulip Room” was among the places this influence was most
pronounced.

Bundan asirlarca énce Tiirkler cinileriyle tinliiydi;
ancak bu zanaat biiylik 6i¢iide 6lmiistii. Biz otelde
bu cinileri kullanmak isteyince, yerel mimarimiz
bize bu sanati1 genclere 6gretecek birkag yasli ¢ini
ustas: buldu. Boylece otelin tamamlanmasindan
¢cok sonra, ¢ini tiretimi yeniden canli bir iskolu ha-
line geldi.'®

hava kazandiniyordu. Yapinin katiksiz modernist gorii-
niimiine Dogu esintisi katan unsurlar ise daha ¢ok detay-
larda ortaya c¢ikiyordu. Otelin ana girisinin iistiini érten
“ucan hali” adli dalgal yapi, binanin Dogulu karakterini
one ¢ikaran en iyi 6rneklerinden biriydi. Ayrica binanin
arka tarafindaki Sadirvan’i kaplayan g6z alici1 kemerler,
diger pek ¢ok detay ve siislemeyle birlikte Amerikan
tarzinin hakim oldugu otele egzotik bir Dogu atmosferi
kazandinnyordu. Mermerlerin iistiine serilmis muhtesem
Tiirk hahilarn ve duvarlardaki ¢ini uygulamalari da bu ha-
vayl tamamliyordu. Conrad Hilton, yok olmaya yiiz tut-
mus bir Tiirk sanatinin yeniden canlanmasini saglayan
bu ¢inilere 6zel bir deger veriyordu:

Oryantalist unsurlarin en 6ne ¢iktidn yer ise, lobinin ha-
nimlara mahsus “Tulip Room” denilen béliimiiydii. Ozel
partiler icin de kullanmilabilen bu béliimde yer alan kiv-
nimh perdeler, biiyiik yastikli divanlar, yere atilmis yas-
tiklar ve elle boyanmis mobilyalar, bir harem havasi ya-
ratiyordu. Bdyle mekanlar,
r personelin giysilerindeki ve
£ yemeklerdeki otantik unsur-
: lar tamamliyordu. Otelde en
i 6ne cikan 6zellik “konfor”’du.
Saturday Evening Post'ta ya-
_ . yumlanan bir seyahat reh-
berinde Hilton Istanbul icin,
“Conrad’in Saray1” ifadesi
kullaniliyordu.

{11

Hilton istanbul, her yoniiy-
le 19. yiizyil sonlarinda insa
edilmis biyiik otellerden
farkh ve emsalsizdi. Her sey-
den 6nce 11 kath bina, Dogu
Avrupa’nin ve Ortadogu’nun
. en biiyiik oteliydi. Eski dé-
nem otellerinin hemen tama-
m yogun dekoratif unsurlar
| ve gorkemli i¢ mekanlarla
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offering a wonder-
ful vista of Istanbul
and the Bosphorus
from above.

Just like the outer
parts, the essence
of the indoors was
also the elegant
harmony of simple forms. Unconventional elements such
as molding-free ceilings, recessed lights, naked piers,
and undifferentiated space contributed to the linear puri-
ty of the building. Polished marble floors and deliberately
positioned exclusive art works were adding an elite touch.
The oriental character of the purely modern structure was
exhibited more in the details. “The flying carpet”, the
curvatures covering the main entrance of the hotel, was
among the finest examples expressing the Oriental char-
acter of the building. Along with many other architectural
details and embellishments, the voluptuous vaults cover-
ing the fountain behind the building also highlighted the
exotic side of the hotel, which was mainly designed in the
American style. The amazing Turkish carpets covering
the marble floors and the ceramic tiles on the walls were
the final touches to the ambiance. Conrad Hilton was also
an admirer of these tiles, which contributed to the revival
of the Turkish art of tile-making:

Generations ago the Turks had been famous tile-
makers, but the art had largely died out. When we
wanted to use similar tiles, a local architect searched
out a few old men who could teach the younger
ones, and today, long after the completion of the
hotel, tile-making is again a thriving business.'®

Otelin duvarlarin siisleyen Sedat Hakki Eldem tasarimi ¢iniler,
eski yontemlere uygun olarak Kiitahya’da iiretilmisti.

The ceramics decorating the walls of the hotel were designed by
Sedat Hakk: Eldem and manufactured in Kiitahya using ancient
methods.

Hilton Istanbul, Tiirkiyenin ilk 5 yildizl
oteli olmak dahil, bircok ilke imza att1.

Hilton Istanbul was the first on many
fronts, like being the first 5-star hotel in
Turkey.
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The Oriental style was especially highlighted in the main
lobby’s “Tulip Room” section, which was reserved for la-
dies. Covered with generously draped curtains, divans
with great cushions, pillow-stools and hand-painted furni-
ture, this section resembled a harem, where private par-
ties were also held. Authentic atmosphere of the section
was also reflected in the personnel outfit and hotel cuisine.
The most outstanding feature of the hotel was “comfort.”
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Sade ama fonksiyonel
tasarimiyla Hilton, alisilmas
otel anlayisinin hayli disinda
unsurlar iceriyordu.

With its simple yet functional
design, Hilton contained
elements quite foreign to the
usual hotel concept.

ziyaretginin ilgisini kendisine yogunlastirmaya c¢alisir-
ken, Hilton bunun tersine konuklarina kendisiyle ilgili
hicbir iddia sunmuyor, ziyaretcilerin ilgisini binamin di-
sina ve essiz Bogaz manzarasina ¢ekiyordu. Avrupa’daki
eski tip biyiik otellerin hemen hig¢birinde deliiks siiitler
disindaki standart odalarin balkonu ve hatta kisisel ban-
yosu bulunmazken, Hilton istanbul’daki her odann ken-
dine ait bir balkonu ve banyosu mevcuttu. Kése siiitler
disinda Hilton’un tiim odalari, mekanin verimli bir sekil-
de kullamilmasim 6ngéren yeni Amerikan tarzina uygun
olarak désenmisti. Odalar arasinda iicret farki olusturan
temel kriter, odanin lokasyonuydu. Yaklasik 5x6 metre
ebatlarindaki odalar benzerlerine oranla epeyce ge-
nisti. Odalar gibi banyolar da standartti. Daimi sicak su
mevcuttu. Odalarda radyo ve telefonun yam sira Ame-
rikan tarzim temsil eden bir 6zellik olarak, banyodaki
ig¢iincii bir gesmeden konuklara buzla sogutulmus igme
suyu sunuluyordu.’®

Odalardaki sade ¢izgili modern mobilyalar ¢ogunlukla
Hilton Tasarim Ofisi tarafindan dizayn edilmis ve hiikii-
met tarafindan da desteklenen bir program dahilinde
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Ankara’daki Teknik Yiiksek Ogretmen Okulu tarafindan
tiretilmisti. Biiylik parcalar disinda odalarda kullanilan
lamba ve benzeri mobilyalar 14 farkh iilkeden ithal
edilmisti. Odalar bir yatak odas1 gibi dedil, bir oturma
odasi havasini yaratacak sekilde tasarlanmsti. Yataklar
giindiizleri divan olarak da kullanilabilmekteydi. Hilton
otellerinin bir 6zelligi olarak yerler duvardan duvara
hali kapliydi. Ancak Tirkiye’den yeterli miktarda maki-
ne halisi temin edilemediginden, yaklasik 12.500 m? ge-
nisliginde hal1 Konya’da el tezgdhlarinda dokutulmustu.
Hilton International’in aylik dergisi Hiltonitems’de ya-
yimlanan bir haberde 1.200.000.000 ilmegdin her birinin
kadin dokumacilar tarafindan tek tek diigiimlendigin-
den séz ediliyor ve Hilton Istanbul’un bu yéniiyle Tiirk
halicihgina da biiyiik bir katk: sagladigi duyuruluyor-
du.'®

Tiim bu 6zellikleriyle Hilton Istanbul sira dis1 bir oteldi.
Farkliliklarim1 daha acilmadan énce goéstermeye basla-
yan otel, 1955 Haziran’indaki gérkemli a¢ilisindan son-
ra, 55 yillik ge¢misi boyunca hep “fark yaratan” olmay1
siirdiirecekti.

++++@® Genelinde modernist bir iislubu yansitan otelin odalarina da sadelik
hakimdi. Oteldeki tiim mobilyalar Hilton Tasarim Ofisi tarafindan
tasarlanmist.

Modernist in overall style, the hotel offered simplicity in its rooms as well.
All the furniture used in the hotel was the work of Hilton Design Office.

A travel guide published in the Saturday Evening Post was
referring to Hilton as the “Palace of Conrad.”!”

Compared to the grand hotels built at the end of the 19th
century, Hilton Istanbul was extraordinary and authentic
in all aspects. Above all, it was the largest hotel in East Eu-
rope and Middle East with its 11-story building. In almost
all hotels of the former periods, the buildings were the
main sources of attraction with their vast use of decorative
elements and spectacular interior design. On the contrary,
the building of Hilton modestly stood back to lead the at-
tention away from itself to the outside world and the mag-
nificent Bosphorus view. At almost all the classical grand
hotels in Europe, only deluxe rooms included balconies
and private baths, whereas at Hilton Istanbul, all rooms
enjoyed the said facilities. Except for the corner suites, all
rooms at Hilton were furnished in the American style, pro-
moting effective use of space. The prices of the rooms dif-
fered mainly on the basis of their locations. The 5x6 meter
rooms were much larger than the standard hotel rooms.
Just like the rooms, the bathrooms were also standard all
over the hotel. Hot water was available in all rooms. In ad-
dition to radio and telephone, ice water was tapped into
the rooms to fulfill a truly American tradition.!®

Simple and modern pieces of furniture in the rooms were
mostly designed by the Hilton Design Office and produced
by the Teacher’s Technical College in Ankara in the scope
of a government-supported project. The small appliances
in the rooms such as lamps were imported from 14 different
countries. Rooms were designed as living spaces instead of
bedrooms. The beds could also be used as couches during
the day. As a standard, Hilton hotels were fitted with wall-to-
wall carpets. As finding enough machine-made carpets was

impossible in Turkey, about 12,500 m2 of carpeting were
hand-woven in Konya. Announcing the significant contribu-
tion Hilton Istanbul had made to Turkish carpet industry, the
article published in Hiltonitems, the monthly publication of
Hilton International, wrote that each of the 1,200,000,000
carpet tufts had been hand-knotted by women workers.*’

With all these features, Hilton Istanbul was an exceptional
hotel. The hotel had brought a fresh breath to the city with
its unique style even before it was opened in June 1955,
and continued to “create difference” all through its history
of 55 years.
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ilton istanbul, 10 Haziran 1955’teki gor-
ermli acilistan kisa bir siire once, 20

Mayis’ta deneme amaciyla sessiz sedasiz
bir sekilde kapilarini miisterilerine a¢ti. Aslhinda
niyet bu olsa da, bu acilis1 “sessiz sedasiz” sek-
linde nitelendirmek pek mimkin degildi; ¢unki
otel, yillardir merak icinde bekleyen istanbullu-
lar tarafindan daha ilk giiniinde adeta isgal edil-
misti. Bu tarihten resmi acilisa kadar gegen ti¢
haftalik siire, Hilton’un Istanbullularin hayatina
girmesi ve Istanbul’a mal olmasi icin yeterli ola-
cak ve otel kent yasaminin bir parcgasi haline ge-
lecekti.
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10, Hilton
, 1955 for a

hort11y béfore the magmflcent
X Istlnbul .quietly began accepti
iod. Despite the intenti

ng guests ¢

i R 'interim between the soft opening and the official nbbon-
cuttmg, Hilton quickly won the hearts of Istanbulites to become a true
Istanbul attraction and an inseparable part of the city’s life.



Hilton Istanbul’un acilis1 yaklastikca, gazetelerde otelle
ilgili haberler giderek daha fazla yer bulmaya baslamis-
t1. Yapilan tiim yorumlarin ortak noktasi, artik bir yilan
hikiyesine dénen bu isin tamamlanmasindan duyulan
memnuniyetti. Otelin Taksim’den Harbiye’ye dogru gi-
derken Radyoevi’'nin arkasinda “modern bir abideyi”
animsatan heybetli binasi, 1952’de temellerinin atildig
giinlerden itibaren istanbullular i¢in hep bir merak ko-
nusu olmustu. Ancak insaatin bir tiirli bitmemesi, kent
halkinda neredeyse otelin asla acilmayacadina dair bir
kanaat olusmasina yol acmsti.

15 Subat 1955 tarihinde Milliyet gazetesinde cikan bir
haberde, “Hilton masali nihayet yiiziile yiiziile kuyrugu-
na vardi” deniyordu. Konya’da dokunan halilar odalara
doésenmeye baslamisti. Sonra sira perdelere gelecek,
mobilyalar da désendikten sonra otel acilmaya hazr
hale gelecekti. Amerika’dan temin edilen bir milyon do-
larla yabanci iilkelerden ithal edilecek mefrusatin temi-
nine baslanmisti. 100 bin bardak, 90 bin tabak, 15 bin
havlu, 15 bin battaniye, porselenler, giimiis tabak bicak
takimlari, hepsi gelmis ya da yola ¢ikmigt:.!

Otelin acgilmasi igin biyik bir caba gosteriliyordu.
Projeyi Hilton International adina takip eden Dean
Carpenter’in yam sira Otel Midiirii Rudy W. Basler ve
iki Tiirk yardimcisi Nazif Boliikbasi ve Miibin Manyasig,
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sabah karanlidindan gece yarilarina kadar eksik kalan
isleri takip ediyorlardi. Otelin désenmesi ve eksik mal-
zemelerin temini bir yana, gérevlendirilecek persone-
lin se¢ilmesi ve gerekli egitimleri alarak hazirlanmasi
icin de biyiik bir gayret sarf edilmekteydi. Otelcilik
alaninda yetismis ve yabanci dil bilen tecriibeli eleman
bulmakta biiyiik sikint1 ¢ekiliyordu. Otelin vestiyerinde
ve tuvaletlerde galisacak elemanlarin bile, en azindan
biraz Ingilizce bilmesi isteniyordu. Gazetelerde yayim-
lanan ilanlarla, 470 kisilik kadronun tamamlanmasina
calisthyordu.?

Hilton'un resmi acilisimin 10 Haziran 1955 giinii yapil-
mas1 planlanmisti. Ancak bir yandan hazirlik calismalarn
devam ederken, bir yandan da hem miisterileri geri ¢ce-
virmemek, hem de operasyonla ilgili ortaya ¢ikabilecek
sorunlarn énceden gérmek amaciyla, otelin kisim kisim
hizmete alinmasina karar verilmisti. Deneme acilisi i¢in
tespit edilen tarih 20 Mayis’t1. Bu tarihe birkag giin kala,
otel yoneticilerinin esleri de dahil olmak iizere herkes,
tam bir seferberlik icinde son diizenlemeleri yapiyor,
esya tasiyor, perde takiyor, yastik dikiyor, hicbir nok-
tanin eksik kalmamasi i¢in gece giindiiz biiyiik bir caba
sergiliyordu.

Bu arada bazi kii¢iik aksakliklar da olmuyor degildi. Or-
nedin otelin ilk hirsizlik vakasi, tam bu giinlerde mey-

++-+@® Otelin insasinda gorevli bir Alman mimar tarafindan

cizilen ve ingaatin uzamasini konu alan bir karikatiir.

A cartoon by a German architect working at the

construction of the building, depicting the extension of
the completion date.

As the grand opening of Hilton Istanbul approached, the
hotel started to appear more and more frequently in the
newspapers. All papers were reflecting a common feel-
ing of contentment, since this seemingly endless story was
finally coming to a happy end. The massive hotel building
that stood as a “modern monument” behind the Broad-
casting House on the Taksim-Harbiye route had always
excited the curiosity and wonder of Istanbulites, ever since
the groundbreaking activities were started in 1952. On the

++++@® Hilton Istanbul’un ilk Tiirk genel miidiir yardimcilarindan

Nazif Boliikbasi (solda) ve Miibin Manyasig (sagda).

Nazif Boliikbasi (left) and Miibin Manyasig (right); two of
the first Turkish assistant managers of Hilton Istanbul.

other hand, the prolonged construction period led people
to believe that the hotel would never be opened.

An article published in Milliyet daily on February 15, 1955
read, “Just a few touches left for the Hilton dream to finally
come true!” The rooms were being decorated with hand-
woven carpets from Konya. Then, the curtains would be
hung, and the hotel would be ready for opening after the
pieces of furniture were placed. With the USD 1 million
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Hilton Istanbul’un tiim odalar standart olarak dekore

edilmisti. Sadece kose odalar daha genis tutulmustu.

All the rooms at Hilton Istanbul had standard decoration.
Only the corner rooms were more spacious.

dana gelmisti. Otelin mobilyalarini yapan bir cila ustasi,
aksam isini bitirdikten sonra otelden ayrilirken siipheli
davraniglar gosterince giivenlik goérevlilerince durdu-
rularak aranmis, ceplerinden giimiis 18 cay kasidi, 12
yemek bicad: ve 12 ¢orba kasidi ¢ikmisti. Bu olay, ote-
lin acilisimi en az galisanlar kadar sabirsizlikla bekleyen
gazeteciler tarafindan ertesi giin, “Hilton Oteli’ne Miis-
teri Girmeden Hirsiz Girdi” mansetiyle duyurulmustu.®

Heniiz baz1 odalarin egyalari gelmemis, halilar1 désen-
memisti. Ancak 5’inci, 6’nc1 ve 7’nci katlardaki 100 oda
hemen hemen hazirdi. Deneme acilisi, bu katlardaki
100 odanin devreye sokulmasiyla yapilacakti.* 20 May1s
sabahi saat sekizde, hi¢bir téren yapilmaksizin, sessiz
ama heyecanl bir sekilde otelin kapilari acildi. Deneme
acilisi birkac giin 6nce gazetelerde haber oldugundan,

o

Y
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««-@® Her odasinda telefon bulunmasi Hilton istanbul’un
ayricaliklarindan biriydi.

A telephone in every room was one of the privileges
offered at Hilton Istanbul.

daha ilk giinden 60 kadar miisteri rezervasyon yaptir-
misti. Kapidan giren ilk miisterinin kim olacad ise en
biiyliik merak konusuydu. Otel miidiirii Rudy Basler,
kendi tabiriyle “biitiin Avrupa’min en modern ve kon-
forlu oteli” olan Hilton Istanbul’un ilk miisterisini kar-
silamak icin bizzat lobide bekliyordu. Onun arkasinda
otelin tiim yoneticileri, ¢ok sayida gazeteciyle birlikte
gozlerini kapiya dikmis, sabirsizlikla ilk miisteriyi goz-
liyordu.

Nihayet saat 9:40’ta ilk miisteriyi tasiyan otomobil ka-
piya yanasti. Icinden, bir Amerikan sirketinin temsilcisi
olarak Chicago’dan gelen Thomas Marby indi. 470 per-
sonelin calistign otelin tek miisterisi olarak ¢evresindeki
kalabaliktan ve gordiigi ilgiden sasiran Marby’ye, Hil-
ton Istanbul’un ilk miisterisi oldugu séylenerek bir se-

Hilton Istanbul, otel
miidiirii Rudy Baslera
gore biitiin Avrupanin
en modern ve konforlu
oteliydi.

2 According to Rudy
' Basler, the hotel
manager, Hilton
Istanbul was the
most modern and
comfortable hotel in
Europe.
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obtained from the US, furnishings were being imported
from foreign countries. 100 thousand pieces of glassware,
90 thousand plates, 15 thousand towels, 15 thousand blan-
kets, porcelain items and silverware sets were ordered; all
of these had either arrived or were on their way.!

Preparations were continuing at a feverish pace for the ho-
tel to be opened on time. Dean Carpenter, the Project Su-
pervisor from Hilton International, General Manager Rudy
W. Basler, and the two Turkish Assistant Managers, Nazif
Béliikbas: and Miibin Manyasig, were working from dawn
until midnight to bring the hotel to life. Apart from the dec-
oration process and the procurement activities, personnel
selection and training also proved to be an area of difficul-
ty, as there weren’t many experienced hotel professionals
fluent in foreign languages. Even the cloakroom staff and
toilet attendants were expected to have at least a rudimen-
tary knowledge of English. The managers were trying to fill
the vacant positions and build a team of 470 employees by
posting job advertisements in the newspapers.?

The official opening of Hilton was planned to be held on
June 10, 1955, but the management decided to open the
hotel gradually, where only some parts of the hotel would
be operational, so that booking requests would not be de-
clined and potential problems in daily operations would
be detected and eliminated beforehand. The soft opening
would be held on May 20. With only days left to the decid-
ed date, everyone including the wives of the managers was
busy working night and day for the hotel to be in prime con-
dition. People were carrying the furniture around, hanging
curtains, sewing pillows and making the final touches.

Quite naturally, everything did not run perfectly smooth.
For instance, the first theft incident occurred right around
that time. A carpenter from the craftsmen team was about
to leave the hotel after hand-polishing the furniture, when
the security guard decided to search him. It turned out
that the man had 18 teaspoons, 12 table knives and 12
tablespoons in his pockets. As the press was closely fol-
lowing the Hilton story, the incident quickly made its way
to papers and the next day’s headlines read, “Thief Beats
Guests to Hotel!™®

Some rooms were still missing furniture and carpets, but
100 rooms on the 5th, 6th and 7th floors were almost ready.
These would be put into service after the soft opening.*
The hotel eagerly opened its doors to guests at 8:00 a.m.
on May 20, without any ceremony but with marked excite-
ment. As the soft opening was announced in the newspa-
pers a couple of days ago, about 60 guests had booked
reservations for the first day. Everyone was wondering
who the first guest would be. General Manager Rudy
Basler was waiting in the lobby to welcome in person the
first guest of Hilton Istanbul, or, to use his own words, “the
most modern and comfortable hotel in all Europe.” All ho-
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++++@ Istanbullular icin hemen her dilin konusuldugu otel

lobisi adeta baska bir diinyay1 temsil ediyordu.

The hotel lobby, where almost all languages were
spoken, represented a different world for Istanbulites.

Hilton, modern yasamin bir simgesi olarak aciligtan itibaren
uzun yillar Istanbul kartpostallarinin ayrilmaz bir parcasi oldu.

As the symbol of modern life, Hilton Istanbul was the
indispensible part of Istanbul postcards for years.

pet meyve hediye edildi. Amerikal isadami gordiigii bu
ilgiden ¢ok memnun olmustu. Bogaza kars1 69 numaral
odaya yerlestirilen ilk miisteriyi biraz sonra digerleri ta-
kip etti ve kisa zamanda otel gézle goriiliir bir canlilik
kazandi. Ogleden sonra nikah dairesinden otele gelen
deniz yiizbagisi Niizhet Yeltin ve esi de, otelin “ilk balay:
cifti” olarak kayitlara gegti.®

Déner kapidan igeri girdikleri anda ¢evrelerini hayran
bakislarla incelemeye baslayan konuklarin yiiz ifadesi,
daha 6nce diinyamin baska 6énemli otellerini gérmiis en
miugkiilpesent miisterilerin dahi begenisini ortaya ko-
yuyordu. Esas biirosu Paris’te oldugu halde ¢aligmalar
goérmek icin son iki sene zarfinda 14 kez istanbul’a gelen
Hilton International Genel Miidiirii Mr. Carpenter, Hilton
Istanbul hakkindaki kisisel goriislerini su sekilde ifade
ediyordu:

Tam 23 senedir Hilton firmasinda c¢alisiyorum. Vazife
icabui biitiin otellerimizi ve hatta yeryiiziindeki mevcut
diger otellerin yapilisini pek iyi bilirim. Inanin, bu-
giine kadar, gerek teknik, gerekse yer se¢imindeki
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isabet bakimindan, Istanbul’daki Hilton derecesinde
glizel bir otel insa edilmemistir. Katiyetle ifade ede-
bilirim ki, su an, diinyanin en giizel otelinde bulunu-
yorsunuz.®

Oteli begenenler yalnizca konaklayan miisteriler degil-
di. Gazetecilik merakiyla oteli gérmek isteyen gazete
patronu Ali Naci Karacan da, kurucusu oldugu Milliyet
gazetesindeki kosesinde otelle ilgili intibalanm séyle
dile getiriyordu:

Diin aksam, ilk ac¢ilis, bir nevi tecriibe gecesidir, baka-
Iim nasil olmus diyerek, kalktim, Hilton’a gittim.

Cok diinya dolastim, ¢ok otel gérdiim. Rio de Janeiro’da
Copacabana’y1r gordiim. Buenos Aires’te Plaza’y1 gor-
diim. Londra’da Savoy’u, Paris’te Georges V’i, Bristol’ii,
Claridge’i, Berlin’de Adlon’u, Roma’da Ekselsiyor’u,
Viyana’da Grand Hotel’i, Peste’de Gellert’i, Palatinus’u,
Misir’da Sheapards’t, Semiramis’i, fsvic;re ’de Carlton’dan,
Saint Moritz Palace’dan Montreux Palace’a kadar he-
men blitiin biiylk otelleri gérdiim.

tel managers and numerous press members were lined up
behind him, with their eyes on the door, eagerly waiting
for the first guest to arrive.

Finally, at 9:40, a car stopped by the entrance. Thomas
Marby, the representative of an American company from
Chicago, came out. As the sole guest of a hotel with 470
personnel, Mr. Marby was quite surprised to see an over-
attentive crowd around him. He then learned that he was
the very first guest at Hilton Istanbul and was presented
with a fruit basket. The American businessman seemed
much pleased with the attention. Soon after the first guest
was accompanied to room no 69, which had a magnificent
Bosphorus view, several other guests arrived and the hotel
was finally alive. In the afternoon, newly-wed marine lieu-
tenant Niizhet Yeltin and his wife checked in to be “the first
honeymoon couple” at the hotel.’

The guests were looking around in amazement as they
passed through the revolving door of the hotel, and the
expression on their faces clearly demonstrated the admi-
ration of even the pickiest guests, who had been to numer-
ous prominent hotels around the world. Mr. Carpenter,
the Paris-based General Manager of Hilton International,
had paid 14 visits to Istanbul during the past two years to
monitor the construction process of the hotel. Below is his
account of Hilton Istanbul:

I have been working for Hilton for 23 years. As part
of my job, I have an in-depth knowledge not only
of all our establishments, but also of the construc-
tion processes of other hotels. So, you can take my
word for it that the Hilton Istanbul outshines all oth-
er hotels around the world, in terms of its techni-

cal infrastructure and perfect location. I can say for
certain that you are now at the most magnificent
hotel in the whole world.b

Guests were not the sole admirers of the hotel. As a curi-
ous columnist, Ali Naci Karacan, the founder of Milliyet,
also visited the hotel and wrote about his impressions in
his column:

Last night I went to see the new Hilton, thinking that
an opening would be quite an experience.

I have travelled around the world for years and
visited numerous hotels. I have seen the Copaca-
bana in Rio de Janeiro; the Plaza in Buenos Aires;
the Savoy in London; the Georges V, Bristol and
Claridge in Paris; the Adlon in Berlin; the Excelsior
in Rome; the Grand Hotel in Wien; the Gellert in
Budapest; the Shepheard and Semiramis in Egypt
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Hilton Istanbul’un “ekstra
modern” havasi alisilmadik,
ama hayranlik uyandiriciyd.

The “extra modern”
atmosphere of Hilton
Istanbul was unusual but
awe-inspiring.

Fakat inanin, diinyanin hi¢cbir tarafinda Hilton gibi hari-
kulade bir otel gérmedim.

Bilmem ki, bu otelin kapisindan girerken insanin icine
dolan rahathgi, ferahligi nasil tarif edeyim?

Denebilir ki, mimar, bu binay1 yaparken, hepimizin bildi-
gi klasik otel tarzini altiist etmis ve insana, bir¢ok insanla-
rin oda oda hapsedildigi bir “han”a, bir “kervansaray”a
dedil, her tarafi cam, her tarafi isik, her tarafi hava dolu
bir baska dleme geldigi hissini vermek istemistir.

Biitiin nisbetler, renkler, yolcuya, bir otelde, bir evde,
bir odada degqil, bir bahcede, yerle gbk arasinda, hava-
da oldugu intibaini vermektedir... Mimar, binayi topra-
ga oyle bir sekilde oturtmustur ki, genis cam pencere-
lerden Istanbul’a baktiginiz zaman, gérdiidiiniiz sehir,
size dogdugunuz yeri bile sasirtacak bir harikuladelige
biiriinmiis, taninmaz goriinecektir...

[Keske] kabil olsa da her Tiirk, 24 milyonun her ferdi,
su canim Istanbul’u Hilton’un pencerelerinden gérebil-
se, seyredebilse! Vatandas, bu diinyada, fakat cennetin
hangi yiiksek noktasinda, hangi gok denizde yasadigi-
n1, iste ancak o zaman anlayabilir.”
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Hilton Istanbul, bir hafta icinde, deneme icin acilan
odalarin tamamini doldurmay:r basarmisti. Bu sirada
giumriikten peyderpey ¢ekilen esyalarla eksiklikler gi-
deriliyor, otel 10 Haziran’daki biiyiik a¢ilisa hazirlam-
yordu. Aym giinlerde Hilton’u ziyaret eden Milliyet'in
dedikodu yazar Berin, oteldeki konuklarin hep yash
Amerikalilardan olustugunu yaziyor ve buray: siisleyen
seyin yine Istanbul’un hanimlan oldugunu séyliyordu.
Berin’e gore bu “ekstra modern” binamn isiklari, renk-
leri, havasi insana biiyiik bir ferahlik veriyor, otelin ge-
nel miidiir yardimcis: yakisikh Nazif Béliikkbas1 ve Mr.
Basler piir tebessiim ortalarda dolasip son hazirliklara
nezaret ediyordu. Her ikisinde de, eseri ile iftihar eden
sanatkarlarn tavr hissediliyordu.® Uzun yillar Hilton’da
barmenlik yapan Vefa Zat’a gére ¢ok saygin bir insan
olan Nazif Béliikkbasi, agzindan hi¢ eksik olmayan pipo-
suyla, diplomatlara benzer bir hava i¢inde, otele gelen
biitiin tinlii konuklar karsiliyor ve kendilerine eslik ede-
rek oteli gezdiriyordu.®

Otelin genel olarak yarattigi hayranliga ragmen, 6zellik-
le mimarisini, dekorasyonunu ve ambiansini “alisilma-
dik” oldugu icin elestirenlerin ve otele gdsterilen ilgiyi
abartill ve “sonradan gérmece” bulanlarin sayis1 da az
degildi. Ornegin Tiirk gazeteciliginin duayenlerinden

ilk giinlerinde meraklilarin olusturdugu biiyiik bir kalabali§a sahne olan otelin en ¢ok
begenilen yonlerinden biri de yiiksek pencerelerin verdigi aydinlik duygusu ve olaganiistii

Bogaz manzarasiydi.

Besieged by curious crowds during its first days, the hotel was especially praised for the feeling
of brightness and the extraordinary view of the Bosphorus afforded by the high windows.

and all Grand Hotels in Switzerland from the Carl-
ton to Saint Moritz and to Montreux Palace...

Believe me; I have not seen a hotel as marvelous as
Hilton in any part of the world.

I can not find the proper words to express the feel-
ings of spaciousness and comfort that surround the
visitors as they walk into this hotel...

It seems that the architect wished to break away
from the conventional forms of hotel design, with
the intention of taking the visitors away from a re-
straining hostelry or caravanserai, to a brand new
world of light, air and glass.

All architectural details and colors give the visi-
tors the impression that they are not in some hotel
room or a house, but rather in a garden flying be-
tween the sky and the sea... Thanks to the perfect
choice of location, you will have trouble believing
your eyes as you watch Istanbul through the broad
windows of the hotel and see the city unveiling her
hidden, yet stunning face...

I would wish that each and every one of the 24
million Turkish citizens could see our good old Is-
tanbul through the windows of Hilton. Only then
would they fully appreciate the earthly paradise
surrounding them.”

By the end of one week, all available rooms of Hilton Is-
tanbul were full. In the meantime, the imported equip-
ments kept arriving from the Customs Directorate and

the hotel was getting prepared for the grand opening to
be held on June 10. After visiting Hilton, Berin, the gos-
sip columnist of Milliyet, wrote that all the guests of the
hotel were elderly Americans and that the true source
of hotel’s glamour was in fact the charming ladies of
Istanbul. According to Berin, the lights, colors and am-
biance of the “extra modern” building were creating a
feeling of spaciousness, and Mr. Basler and the hand-
some Assistant Manager Nazif Boliikbasi were walking
around in full smiles to supervise the final preparations.
The two gentlemen resembled artists proudly present-
ing their masterpiece.? Vefa Zat, the longtime bartender
of the Hilton, recounts how, the “well-respected” Na-
zif Boliikbasi, to use his own words, greeted all famous
guests and showed them around, having all the manners
of an “ambassador” and holding a pipe in his mouth at
all times.’

Despite the huge admiration the hotel won, there were
also many people criticizing especially the architecture,
decoration and ambiance for being “unusual” and think-
ing that the hotel was overrated in an “upstartish” way.
For instance, the prominent Turkish journalist Sevket Rado
was recounting with his unique style of humor that the
hotel had stupefied him with its linguistic riches, which
somehow excluded Turkish. Mr. Rado was also highlight-
ing the awkward effects the ultramodern paintings on the
walls could inflict on the nervous system. He said, “After
going up to the most prestigious floor and enjoying the
world’s most magnificent sea view, those bizarre paintings
can make people queasy.”!’

The prominent author Peyami Safa was also criticizing the
goings-on in his article entitled “What is all this fuss about
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++-+@ Otelin kendisi kadar sunulan hizmet ve personel kalitesi de, diinyanin 6nde gelen
otellerini gormiis en miiskiilpesent miisterileri bile tatmin edecek diizeydeydi.

Not only the hotel itself but also the quality of the service and the personnel were
fully satisfying for even the most demanding guests who had been to the best hotels

of the world.

Sevket Rado, kendine has esprili iislubuyla, otelin igin-
de Tiirkceden baska her dilde konusulmasinin insani
saskina dondiirdigiini, oteli siislemek i¢in konulmus
ultramodern resimlerin de sinir sistemi tizerindeki te-
sirlerinin yabana atilmamasi gerektigini 6ne siiriiyordu.
Rado, “Otelin en mutena katindan denize dogru bakan-
lar diinyanin en harikulade manzarasini seyrettikten
sonra bu acayip tablolarla kendilerini fena hissedebilir-
ler” diyordu.'®

Yine iinlii yazar Peyami Safa, “Nedir bu Hilton, Hilton!”
baslikli yazisinda, imparatorluklarin bagkenti Istanbul’un
sahip oldugu mimari eserlerin yaninda Hilton’un adinin
bile gegmemesi gerektigini 6ne siiriiyor ve ne kadar gii-
zel olursa olsun, Sinanin en kii¢iik bir cesmesine bile
meydan okuyamayacagini séylityordu. Peyami Safa, ote-
lin gazete mansetlerinden inmemesini ise, “Tepemizden
tirnagimiza kadar Hilton. Baska mevzumuz, davamiz, eg-
lencemiz kalmadi m1?” seklinde elestiriyordu.!!

Elestiriler ne y6énde olursa olsun, Hilton, daha ilk
ginden itibaren sundugu standartlar bakimindan
Tirkiye’nin o giine kadar gérmedigi birgok yeniligi
beraberinde getiriyordu. Rezervasyon yaptiran miis-
teriler, havaalanindan otele 6zel otomobil ve otobiis-
lerle naklediliyordu. Onlar karsilamak i¢in otelde 18
bayan hostes goérevlendirilmisti. Hosteslerin tamam
Amerikan Kiz Koleji ve Erenkdy Koleji mezunlarn ara-
sindan sec¢ilmisti. Kusursuz bir ingilizceyle konusan
modern goriiniislii ve zarif hostesler, gcogunlugunu
Amerikalilarin olusturdugu ve Turkiye’nin cagdaslas-
ma yolundaki atilimlarini yakindan takip etme sansina
sahip olmayan ziyaretc¢ilerde saskinlik ve hayranlk
uyandiriyordu.'2
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Biiyiik acilis i¢in planlanan 10 Haziran tarihine artik giin-
ler kalmis, oteldeki heyecan giderek artmaya baslamisti.
Bu giinlerde otele yonelik basinda yank: bulan ve hatta
karikatiirlere konu olan elestiri konularindan bir digeri
de, ac¢ilis hazirliklan i¢in otelin bogaltilmasiydi.!® Ashn-
da acilis kutlamalar siiresince otele miisteri alinmaya-
cagl ¢ok 6nceden duyurulmus, 9 Haziran’da gazetelere
verilen bir ilanla lokantalar ve barlar dahil olmak iizere
15 Haziran sabahina kadar otele sadece davetiyeyle gi-
rilebilecedi ilan edilmisti.!* Buna ragmen otelde konak-
layan kimi miisterilerin odalarindan ¢ikmak istememesi
bir miktar sikint1 yarattiysa da, sonunda bu miisterilere
bagka otellerden oda temin edilerek sorun giderilmis-
ti.1®

Bes yila yaklasan uzun bir siirenin ardindan, Istanbul ar-
tik oteline kavusmak lizereydi. Resmi a¢ilis icin hazirhk-
lar adim adim ilerlerken, aym giinlerde Istanbul’u ziya-
ret eden Cumhurbaskan: Celal Bayar 7 Haziran’da 6gle
yemedini otelde yemis ve yapilan calismalar hakkinda
bilgi almigti.'®

Acilis kutlamalarina katilacak yabanci konuklarn
kimler olacad konusu ise halen esrarim1 koruyordu.
Amerika’dan ¢ok sayida taminmis kisinin gelmesi bek-
leniyor, bunlar arasinda ABD Baskan Eisenhower’in esi-
nin ve Bagkan Yardimcis: Nixon’un bile ad: gegiyordu.’
Gelmesi beklenen Hollywood yildizlar1 hakkinda da ¢ok
cesitli rivayetler dolasiyordu. Ama kim olursa olsun,
daha 6nce hi¢ béyle bir yildiz yagmuruna tamk olma-
yan Istanbullular, simdi tiim dikkatlerini Hilton’a vermis,
sabirsizlikla giinlerin ge¢gmesini beklemekteydi. 10 Ha-
ziran sabahi tiim gazetelerin mansetlerini, tek bir bashk
isgal etmekteydi: Hollywood Istanbul’dal!

Hilton!” According to Mr. Safa, compared to the numerous
works of architecture that Istanbul, the capital of empires,
had been hosting for centuries, Hilton was but a drop in
the ocean, and no matter how spectacular it was, the hotel
would not challenge even the most ordinary fountain built
by Mimar Sinan. Disturbed by the fact that the hotel was all
the talk of the newspapers, Peyami Safa said, “No worries,
no issues, nothing! Nowadays, all we have is Hilton and
Hilton alone.”"!

Despite the criticisms, Hilton was introducing many nov-
elties to Turkey with the high standards it offered. The
guests were being picked up at the airport and trans-
ferred to the hotel by passenger cars and buses. 18 host-
esses were appointed to welcome them at the hotel. All
hostesses were graduates of the American College for
Girls and Erenkdy College. The graceful ladies were
leaving everyone in wonder and amazement with their
stylish looks and perfect English, as the guests were
mostly Americans foreign to the modernization moves
accomplished in Turkey.'?

With only days left to the Grand Opening on June 10, the
hotel was surrounded by a growing wave of excitement.
The evacuation of the hotel for the opening preparations
also attracted the attention of the press and was even de-

picted in cartoons.’® In fact, it was announced long ago
that no guests would be accepted during the opening cer-
emonies, and a newspaper advertisement, dated June 9,
was clearly stating that entrance to all parts of the hotel,
including the restaurants and bars, required invitations
until the morning of June 15."* Although some guests re-
fused to check out, the issue was soon resolved by trans-
ferring them to other hotels.'® After a long waiting period
of about five years, Istanbul was finally about to embrace
its hotel. Preparations for the official opening were pro-
ceeding step by step. Mr. Celal Bayar, the then President
of the Republic of Turkey, enjoyed a lunch at the hotel on
June 7 during his Istanbul visit and was provided with in-
formation regarding the running operations.'®

The foreign guest list of the opening ceremonies was still
a mystery. Many celebrities from the US were expected to
show up. Even the names of the First Lady of the US Mrs.
Eisenhower and the US Vice President Mr. Nixon were fly-
ing in the air.’” The grapevine was full of stories about the
Hollywood stars that were expected to arrive. Whoever
the guests would be, Hilton had already become the cen-
ter of attention of Istanbulites, who were looking forward
to seeing the stars walk the red carpet. On the morning of
June 10, all newspapers were printed with the same head-
line: Hollywood, now in Istanbul!
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jilton Istanbul, Conrad Hilton’un gozinde
Hgok 6nemli bir yere sahipti. “Otel impa-

ratoru”, sahibi oldugu oteller zincirinin
diinyaya acgilmasinda Istanbul’u ¢ok énemli bir
halka olarak goriiyor ve otele verdigi bu énemi
gorkemli bir agilisla géstermek istiyordu. Nite-
kim, bizzat Conrad Hilton’un 10 Haziran 1955 sa-
bahi otelin kapisini altin bir anahtarla agmasiyla
baslayan kutlamalar, ¢ok sayida Hollywod inlii-
sinin de katihmiyla, bes giin siiren bir yildizlar
gecidine doniigsecekti.

N S -

A star-studded op

ant for Conrad Hilton. The “Emperor of
a crucial link in his chain of hotels as they
d wanted to show this with a resplendent cer-
ions started on the morning of June 10, 1955,
unlocking the door of the hotel using a gold-
e-day long parade of celebrities including many
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ilton Istanbul was
Hotels” regarded
spread around thei

emony. As a result, t
with Conrad Hilton p
en key, and turned
Hollywood stars.




Hilton Istanbul’un acilis térenlerine katilmak iizere bizzat
Conrad Hilton'un davetlisi olarak gelen konuklar nihayet
9 Haziran 1955 giinii Pan American havayolu sirketine
ait “Ucan Hall” ve “Sihirli Hali” adindaki iki 6zel ugakla
Istanbul’a ayak bastilar. Alana, énce Conrad Hilton'u ta-
styan “Ucan Hall” indi. Disarida, Hollywood yildizlarim
gormek igin toplanmis mahseri bir kalabalik bekliyordu.
Kalabalik, ucagin kapis: acildign anda tezahiirata baslad.
Ucaktan cikan beyaz sapkali “Otel Imparatoru” Conrad
Hilton, alanda bekleyenleri “Merhaba” diyerek selamladi
ve merdivenlerden indi. Onu, diger konuklan takip etti.

[lk ucak bosaldiktan sonra havalimaninin yolcu salonu,
inli yildizlar, onlarla réportaj yapmaya ¢alisan gazete-
ciler ve her nasilsa igeri girmeyi basarmis hayran kitle-
si tarafindan hincahin¢ dolduruldu. Yildizlar bir yandan
fotografcilara poz verip gazetecilere demec¢ verirken,
bir yandan da hayranlarina imza yetistirmeye calisiyor-
lardi. Ikinci ucak, birinci grubun neden oldugu patirt:
heniiz tam olarak yatismadan, yaklasik bir saat sonra
alana kondu. Bu grubun en ¢ok dikkat ¢eken kisisi, hi¢
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++-+@® Conrad Hilton, otelin agilisini yapmak iizere kalabalik
bir davetli grubuyla 9 Haziran 1955’te Istanbul’a geldi.

Conrad Hilton arrived in Istanbul on June 9, 1955,
together with a crowded group of guests, to officially
open the hotel.

siiphesiz giizel yildiz Terry Moore idi. Onun ucaktan
inip salona girmesi bagh basina bir mesele oldu. Yildi-
za ucagin merdivenlerinden inerken verilen bir demet
kirmizih beyazlh karanfilden, salona ulastiginda sadece
dort tane kalmisti. Olay1 yakindan izleyen bir gazeteciye
gore sayilari 3-4 bini bulan kalabalik, “peri masallar di-
yarindan gelmis” gibi, Hollywood soéhretlerinin yiiziini
gorebilmek icin adeta birbirini eziyordu.!

106 kisilik konuk listesinde kimler yoktu ki!

Sinema tarihinin bagyapitlarindan biri olan Riizgdr Gibi
Gegti’nin basrol oyuncularindan Olivia de Havilland; o
giinlerin sevilen Hollywood yildizlarindan Mona Free-
man; en iyi kadin oyuncu dalinda bes kez Oscar’a aday
olmus Amerikal film yildiz1 ve sarkici Irene Dunne; bir
zamanlarin Olimpiyat ve diinya sampiyonu, Norveg asil-
I artistik patinajci ve film yildizi Sonja Henie; piyanist
ve film y1ldiz1 Diana Lynn; Hint asill iinlii oyuncu Merle
Oberon; adi Conrad Hilton’la evlenecedi yéniinde dedi-
kodulara karigan ve bacaklarini milyon dolara sigorta-
lattign s6ylenen sarkici, dans¢i ve sinema oyuncusu Ann
Miller; Riizgdr Gibi Gecti filminde Clark Gable ile Vivien
Leigh’in kiz ¢cocuklarn roliiyle meshur olan ve seksiligiy-
le Marylin Monroe’ya benzetilen Terry Moore; sinema
oyuncusu Lon McCallister; cevirdigi renkli miizikalle
yildizlasan Keefe Brasselle; Cisko Kid filmlerinin inli
yildizi, tiyatrocu ve karikatiircii Leo Carillo; sinema ve
tiyatro oyuncusu William Eythe; Jinx lakabiyla bilinen
Ispanyol asilli manken ve oyuncu Eugenia Lincoln Fal-
kenburg; 30’lu ve 40’1 yillarin unutulmaz Broadway yil-
dizlarindan, oyuncu-yazar Elaine Shepard; bir giin énce
Istanbul’a kendi olanaklariyla gelen Ingiliz televizyon
yildiz1 Carol Carr...

® Irene Dunne

@ Olivia de Havilland

Conrad Hilton’s guests arrived in Istanbul on June 9, 1955
by the two chartered Pan American airliners, nicknamed
“The Flying Carpet” and “The Magic Carpet,” to attend
the Grand Opening of the hotel. First, “The Flying Carpet”
with Conrad Hilton landed at the airport. A huge crowd
was gathered outside to see the Hollywood stars and start-
ed to cheer as soon as the plane door opened. Coming
out of the plane with a white hat on his head, the “Hotel
King” Conrad Hilton greeted the crowd by saying “Hello”
and walked down the plane’s stairs. Then, his guests ap-
peared.

After all passengers left the plane and reached the ter-
minal, the airport’s passenger lounge was fully packed
with celebrities, journalists and fan groups that somehow
managed to get in. Stars were all busy posing for cameras,
speaking to reporters and giving out autographs to fans.
The place was still chaotic when, about an hour later, the
second plane landed. Among the newly arrived guests,
the adorable Terry Moore was attracting most of the at-
tention. Even her walk to the passenger lounge turned into
a big event. When the second group of guests reached the
passenger lounge, only four carnations were left to Moore
from the red and white bouquet presented to her on the
plane’s stairs. According to a reporter who was there that
day, around 3-4 thousand people were pushing and shov-
ing one another to see the Hollywood celebrities who “had
just sprung out of fairy tales.”

@ Sonja Henie ® Terry Moore

Some names on the guest list of 106 people were:

Olivia de Havilland, who starred in a supporting role in the
all-time classic “Gone With the Wind”; Mona Freeman, a
popular Hollywood star of the time; Irene Dunne, the five-
time Academy Award Nominee American screen actress
and singer; Sonja Henie , the Norwegian-American Olym-
pic and World Champion figure skater and movie star; the
piano player and movie star Diana Lynn; the Indian-born
American actress Merle Oberon; the singer, dancer and
screen actress Ann Miller,

who, according to rumors, B —

was Conrad Hilton’s fiancé e '_mwl-u.-n_mil'iﬂ-..'. ;,::.'.,7; :
and had insured her legs for g L
USD 1 million; Terry Moore,
who was famous for her role
as the daughter of Clark
Gable and Vivien Leigh in
the movie “Gone With The
Wind” and was considered
as hot as Marilyn Monroe;
the screen actor Lon Mc-
Callister; Keefe Brasselle,
who became famous af-
ter starring in a musical;
stage actor and cartoonist LESLIE HOWARD (13
Leo Carillo, the star of the e
“Cisko Kid” TV series; the
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Unlii sinema ve dedikodu yazarlarn Louella Parsons ve
Hedda Hopper...

Life, Time, Look, Readers Digest, Esquire, Fortune ve Ho-
liday gibi dergilerin temsilcileri; gazeteciler; Amerikah
basin imparatoru William Randolph Hearst’in oglu Willi-
am R. Hearst Jr.; foto, radyo ve televizyon muhabirleri...

Tiim bunlarin yaninda Conrad Hilton’un davetlileri arasin-
da ABD'nin Tiirkiye’deki eski biiyiikelcilerinden George
Wadsworth ve George C. McGhee, baz isadamlari, siya-
setciler ve Hilton’un cesitli otellerinde miidiirlitk yapan
bir diizineden fazla yonetici de bulunuyordu. Bir iinliiler
gecidini amimsatan kafile, Yesilkéy Havalimani’ndaki ba-
sin toplantisinin ardindan, motosikletli polislerin esligin-
de Hilton’a hareket etti. Ne var ki kente ulasildiginda, ha-
vaalamindakine benzer bir kalabalhigin bu kez Hilton’un
giris kapisinda toplandidn gériildi. Yildizlar, bir anda
cevrelerini saran yiizlerce kisinin arasindan bin bir giig-
liikle gecirilerek iceri alinabildiler.

Conrad Hilton ve misafirleri kapidan iceri girdiklerinde,
onlar otelin yonetici personeli U seklinde dizilmis ola-
rak karsiladi. “Otel Imparatoru”nun ve yaninda bulunan
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Ann Miller'in, ¢alisanlarn Tiirkge “Merhaba” seklinde
selamlamasi, herkes icin ¢cok hos bir stirpriz oldu. Hilton
Istanbul’un kiigiik bir mensubu, elindeki defteri getirdi
ve Conrad Hilton’a imzalath. Bunun ardindan tiim misa-
firlere Tiirk kahvesi ve “Hos geldiniz kokteyli” ikram
edildi. Bu sirada otelin miistahdemleri, 45 dakika icinde
odalara tam 1.200 valiz tasidilar. Valiz sayisinin coklugu,
gelecek giinlerde otelin bir siklik yarisina sahne olaca-
ginmin habercisiydi.

Otelin resmi a¢ilisi 10 Haziran giinii yapildi. Program, sa-
bah Conrad Hilton ve beraberindekilerin Istanbul Valisi
ve Belediye Baskam Fahrettin Kerim Goékay’t makamin-
da ziyaret etmesiyle basladi. Burada Conrad Hilton’a ka-
labalik bir heyetin huzurunda Istanbul fahri hemsehriligi
verildi. Ardindan Taksim Aniti’na ¢elenk konularak ote-
le doniildii. Kortej otele geldiginde bando yerini almis,
bahcede biiyiik bir kalabalik toplanmisti. A¢ilis, alisila-
geldigi sekilde kurdele kesilerek degil, Hilton otelleri-
ne mahsus bir sekilde yapildi. Saat tam 12:00’de Conrad
Hilton cebindeki kutudan gikarttig: altin bir anahtan kili-
de soktu, ¢evirdi ve valiye donerek kapiy: agmasini rica
etti. Boylece Hilton Istanbul, uzun bir bekleyisin ardin-
dan resmen hizmete girmis oldu.?

«+++@® Hilton’un resmi agilis toreninde Conrad Hilton’a istanbul Valisi
ve Belediye Bagkani Fahrettin Kerim Gokay eslik etti (sag basta).

During the official opening ceremony of Hilton Istanbul, Conrad
Hilton was accompanied by Fahrettin Kerim Gokay, the Governor
and Mayor of Istanbul (far right).

screen and stage actor William Eythe; the Spanish-Ameri-
can model and actress Eugenia Lincoln “Jinx” Falkenburg;
the actress and writer Elaine Shepard, the unforgettable
Broadway star of the 30s and 40s; the British TV star Carol
Carr, who arrived in Istanbul a day before the group...

Renowned scriptwriters and gossip columnists Louella
Parsons and Hedda Hopper...

Reporters from famous magazines such as Life, Time, Look,
Readers Digest, Esquire, Fortune and Holiday; William R.
Hearst Jr., the son of William Randolph Hearst, the Ameri-
can King of the Yellow Press; photojournalists, reporters,
and radio and TV correspondents...

Also among the guests of Conrad Hilton
were George Wadsworth and George C.
McGhee, the former US ambassadors to
Turkey; a number of businessmen; poli-
ticians and over a dozen managers from
other Hilton hotels. After the press confer-
ence at the Yesilkoy Airport, the galaxy
of stars started to make their way to the
hotel, escorted by police motorcycles. As
they arrived in the city center, the guests
saw yet another large crowd waiting at
the hotel’s entrance. Surrounded by hun-
dreds of people, the stars were able to
enter the hotel only with great difficulty.

Conrad Hilton and his guests were first
welcomed by the hotel managers lined
up in a semi-circle. Members of the staff
were surprised to see the “Hotel King”

Otelin agilis1 dolayisiyla verilen balo bir siklik
ve giizellik yarigsmasini animsatiyordu.

The ball on the night of the opening resembled a
style and beauty competition.

and Ann Miller, who was standing next to him, greeting
them by saying “Merhaba”, the Turkish word for “hello.”
A younger member of the hotel brought the Visitor’s Book
for Conrad Hilton to sign. Then the guests were offered
Turkish coffee and “Welcome cocktail.” In the meantime,
the bellboys carried 1,200 suitcases to the rooms in 45
minutes. It was obvious from the high of number of suit-
cases that the hotel would soon turn into a catwalk and
stars would shine with style.

The grand opening of the hotel was held on June 10. The
program started in the morning with Conrad Hilton and
the group paying a visit to Fahrettin Kerim Gokay, the gov-
ernor and mayor of Istanbul, who accepted them at his of-
fice. There, honorary citizenship papers were presented
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+«-+@® Hilton Istanbul’un acilis1 nedeniyle hazirlanan dergi ilani.

iﬂtnut COMES
L. TD THE I-! kt‘

Acilis téreninin ardindan otelin biiyiik yemek salonun-
da sadece erkeklerin katildig: bir ziyafet verildi. Aym
sirada hamim konuklar ise Yildiz Bahgesi’'ndeki Cadir
Koéskii’'nde adgirlanmaktaydi. Hollywood yildizlarinin
yamn sira istanbul, Ankara ve izmir sosyetesinden yakla-
stk 200 hanimin katildig: yemekte bir de defile organize
edilmisti. Tiirk motifleri islenmis elbiselerin pariltisin-
dan gozlerini alamayan Amerikah yildizlar, gazetecile-
rin ifadesine goére milli elbiselerimize hayran olmuslar
ve defileyi seyretmekten yemeklerini dahi yiyememis-
lerdi.?

Gelgelelim, iinlii modacilarin ve pahali terzilerin elinden
c¢ikma tuvaletlerin birbiriyle yaristigi esas biiyiikk moda
olayl, agilis gecesinde diizenlenen balonun kendisiydi.
En sik tuvaletleriyle salona inen yildizlar, yine gézlem-
cilerin ifadesiyle, ortalid: 1s1l 1511 aydinlatmaktaydi. Ba-
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A magazine advertisement announcing the opening of Hilton
Istanbul.

Hilton'un agilist Istanbul’un o giine kadar

gordiigii en gosterisli kutlamalardan birine sahne
oldu.

Hilton’s opening was one of the most spectacular
events ever seen in Istanbul.

loya resmi, yar1 resmi ve gayriresmi ne kadar taninmis
zat varsa hepsi davetliydi. Ancak kalabalik davetliler
arasinda dikkati ceken en 6nemli eksiklik, sabahki aci-
hsa davet edilmedikleri i¢in baloyu protesto eden ve
katilmama karari alan Sehir Meclisi iiyeleriydi. Kentin
en giizel arazisini otele bizzat tahsis etmis olduklarim
so6yleyen meclis iiyeleri, acilisa davet edilmemis olmay:
i¢lerine sindirememislerdi.

Buna ragmen balo, ertesi giinkii gazetelerin hemen ta-
maminda “sahane”, “muhtesem” gibi mansetlerle yer
buluyordu. Balonun ilk bélumiinde bircok konusma ya-
pimisti. Konusmasinda Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’'nin dogu-
sunu O6rnek alinacak tarihi bir olay olarak nitelendiren
ve Tiirkiye'nin iki kutuplu diinya diizeninde Dogu ile
Bat1 arasindaki birlestirici éneminden s6z eden Conrad
Hilton, otelin ticari kaygilardan ziyade, Tiirk-Amerikan
dostlugunun ve igbirliginin gelistirilmesi amaciyla ku-
ruldugunu agikhiyordu. Conrad Hilton’a gére Amerika
disinda kurulan her Hilton oteli, bir¢cok milletten insam
birbirine baglayan birer dostluk merkezi gibiydi. Hil-
ton Istanbul'un acihis1 da, benzer bir sekilde, Tiirk hal-
ki ile Amerikan halki arasinda gayriresmi bir bag ola-
rak uzun siire hatirlanacakti. istanbul Valisi Fahrettin
Kerim Goékay’in, “Bugiin Tiirkiye’'nin ay1 ve giinesi ile
Amerika’'nin yildizlan bir arada bulunuyor. Eski diinya
ile yeni diinyay: kucakliyor” sdzleri ise misafirler tara-
findan dakikalarca alkiglandi.*

Mona Freeman

@ Diana Lynn

to Conrad Hilton before a large committee. The visiting
group returned to the hotel after laying a wreath at the
Taksim Monument. By the time they were back at the ho-
tel, the music band had taken its place in the garden and
a huge crowd had gathered. Instead of a classic ribbon-
cutting ceremony, the Hilton’s own tradition was followed
in the opening. At precisely 12 a.m., Conrad Hilton took a
golden key out of the box in his pocket, placed it into the
lock and asked the governor to unlock the door. After a
long wait, Hilton Istanbul was officially in service.?

After the opening ceremony, a reception was held in the
hotel’s grand dining room for the male guests, and the
ladies attended the lunch party at the Cadir Kiosk in the
Yildiz Park. In addition to the Hollywood stars, about 200
ladies from the Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir jet sets attend-
ed the garden party, where a fashion show was also held.
The American celebrities could not take their eyes off the
dresses embroidered with Turkish motifs. According to
the reporters, the traditional costumes outshone all else
and the guests could not eat for gazing at the dresses in
the show.®

The ultimate parade of style was the opening night ball,
where dresses by elegant couture houses and renowned
fashion designers competed against each other to stand
out. According to some guests, the stars were sparkling in
their fanciest night dresses. From officials to artists, every-
body that was somebody in the city was invited to the ball.

® Merle Oberon ® Ann Miller

The members of the City Council were also expected, but
chose not to attend, protesting the hotel management.
Having allocated a favored land of the city to the hotel, the
council members had taken offense for not having been
invited to the opening ceremony.

Almost all the headlines of the next day’s newspapers
referred to the ball as “splendid” or “glamorous.” Many
speeches were made during the first part of the ball. In
his speech, Conrad Hilton referred to the birth of the Re-
public of Turkey as an exemplary historical event, and
highlighted Turkey’s crucial role in bridging the East and
the West during the bipolar global system of the time. Mr.
Hilton further stated that the hotel was established not only
for commercial reasons, but mainly to promote friendship
and collaboration between Turkey and the US. According
to Conrad Hilton, each Hilton hotel established outside
the US would build bonds of friendship between people
from different nations. Similarly, Hilton Istanbul’s opening
would also be remembered for a long time as an event cre-
ating warm bonds between the people of Turkey and the
US. The guests clapped for minutes when Fahrettin Kerim
Goékay, the governor and mayor of Istanbul, said: “Today,
the moon and sun of Turkey meet the stars of America. The
old world is embracing the new one.””

After dinner, the dance session started with several shows,
where Karayilan’s performance attracted great interest
from audience. The guests watched with great interest the
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Yemekten sonra dansa gecildi ve konuklara ¢esitli gos-
teriler sunuldu. Bunlar arasinda Karayilan’in dans: bii-
yiik ilgi topladi. Karadeniz ekibinin folklor gdsterisi, ki-
h¢ kalkan ekibi ve kasik oyunlar, misafirler tarafindan
ilgiyle izlendi. Conrad Hilton, Karadeniz ekibinin kivrak
dansindan etkilenmis olacak ki, Ann Miller’la piste firla-
y1p hareketli bir Texas dans1 oynadi. Restoran kisminda
Ispanyol orkestrasi, Sadirvan’da ise Fransiz kuarteti ¢a-
hiyordu. Konuklar kimi zaman romantik, kimi zaman ha-
reketli miizik esliginde doyasiya dans edip eglendiler.
Elektriklerin gece boyunca birkag¢ kez gidip gelmesi ise
kimsenin keyfini kagirmadi. Tiirk misafirler elektriklerin
sOnmesini nazara karsi bir ugur olarak telakki ederken,
bunun bir saka oldugunu diisiinen bazi Amerikalh ko-
nuklar ise olduk¢a eglendiler.

Hollywood yildizlan istanbul’da bes gin kaldilar. Bu
siire iginde kentin miizelerini ve tarihi yerlerini dolasip,
Kapalicarsi’da bol bol aligveris yaptilar. Agilis gliniinin
ertesinde Kizilay yararina verilen balo ise, Hilton’daki
“binbir gece alemi”ne katilmalar icin Istanbullulara
harika bir firsat yaratti. Hayir i¢in diizenlenen organi-
zasyonlarda genellikle 10-20 liraya satilan biletler alic
bulmazken, Kizilay balosu igin 400 liralik biletler kara-
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++++@® Nicky Hilton ve iinlii dedikodu
yazar1 Hedda Hopper.

Nicky Hilton and famous
gossip columnist Hedda
Hopper.

Acilis balosu kamuoyunda
giinlerce konusuldu.

The opening ceremony
provided the public with a

conversation topic for days.

borsaya diistii. Istanbul’un kadin terzileri gece giindiiz
baloya kiyafet yetistirdiler. Yildizlarin hayranlari, onlar-
la ayn1 ortamda en sik kiyafetleriyle yer almak i¢in adeta
birbirleriyle yanstilar.5

Hatta bu durum o kadar ileri gitti ki, o giinlerin geng
muhabiri Halit Kivang’a gore binlerce liralik tuvaletleri
icindeki Tiirk hanmimlarnmn arasinda Hollywood’un yil-
dizlan 1s1k sacmaya bile firsat bulamadilar. Gecenin en
ilging olay1 ise, hi¢ siiphesiz, balo salonunun kapisinda
beyaz sagh bir adamin, davetiyesi olmadidi i¢cin gérevli
hostes tarafindan igceriye alinmamasiydi. Neyse ki ora-
dan gegen bir otel gorevlisi, s6z konusu kisinin Conrad
Hilton oldugunu fark edince, olay daha fazla biiytimeden
engellendi.®

Diger taraftan balo sirasinda ortaya ¢ikan kimi durum-
lar, otel yonetiminin ilerleyen giinlerde karsilasabilece-
gi olas1 sorunlarin isaretini vermekteydi. Ornegin Tiirk-
¢e bilmeyen garsonlarla ingilizce bilmeyen davetlilerin
miinakasalari, ancak yoneticilerin yardimlariyla berta-
raf edilebilmisti. Ayrica tiim takdimlerin ingilizce yapil-
masl, davetliler arasinda sitemle karisik “Amerika’ya m1
geldik yoksa?” sakasinin dolasmasina yol agmistl. Ye-
mekten sonra terasta yine davulu ve ekibiyle sahne alan

Acilis torenleri igin yurtdisindan iki miizik
grubu getirtilmisti.

Two bands were brought in from abroad to
perform at the opening ceremony.

folk dances of the Black Sea region, the sword and shield
dance and the spoon dances. Apparently infused with en-
ergy by the Black Sea dance troupe’s energetic perfor-
mance, Conrad Hilton jumped to the dance floor with Ann
Miller to perform a lively Texan dance. A Spanish orches-
tra was playing at the restaurant and there was a French
Quartet by the Fountain (Sadirvan). From fast beats to ro-
mantic slows, the guests danced the night out. Although
there were a number of power cuts during the night, the
joyful ambiance was not disturbed because the Turkish
guests believed this would help take away the “evil eye”,
while some of the Americans thought it was all a joke.

The Hollywood celebrities stayed in Istanbul for five days.
During their stay they visited the city’s museums and his-
torical sites, and shopped to their heart’s content at the

++++@® Conrad Hilton ve Ann

Miller.

Conrad Hilton and Ann
Miller.

Grand Bazaar. The aid ball
for the Red Crescent was
to be held the day after
the opening ceremony, of-
fering Istanbulites a great
opportunity to enjoy Hilton’s “a thousand and one nights.”
Tickets to charity organizations normally cost 10-20 liras
and mostly remained unsold; the Red Crescent ball, how-
ever, proved to be a striking exception, with tickets sold
for 400 liras in the black market. Couturiers of Istanbul
worked night and day to get the night dresses ready for
the ball. Istanbulite ladies were looking forward to sharing
the stage with their favorite celebrities and strove to be in
the “best-dressed list.”

Following up their desire to appear at their best, the Turk-
ish ladies, according the young journalist Halit Kivang,
stole the show with their dresses worth several thousand
liras. The most striking moment of the night occurred when
a hostess stopped a white-haired man by the entrance of
the ballroom. The man was not allowed in because he did
not have an invitation. Luckily, a member of the staff pass-
ing by noticed that he in fact was Conrad Hilton.®

On the other hand, some incidents during the ball point-
ed out to the potential problems the hotel management
might encounter in the days to come. For instance, the
managers had to take care of the communication prob-
lem between the English-speaking waiters and Turkish-
speaking guests. The announcements were all made
in English. As a result, a sarcastic remark rang around
the ballroom: “So, welcome to America!” After the din-
ner, Karayilan was back on stage with his drum and his
band. The names of the artist and the band were also
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Karayilan'in “Iste Black Serpant!”, folklor grubunun da
“Black Sea Ekibi” olarak anons edilmesi ise, davetliler
arasinda sinirli giiliismelere neden olmustu.

Yerli gruplarin ardindan, mikrofon ve sahne yaban-
c1 konuklara terk edildi. Mimi Benzel ve Carole Shan-
ning giizel sesleriyle dinleyenleri biiyiilerken, Fehmi
Ege’nin Mimi’ye Tiirkce iki parca séyletmesi ortami iyi-
ce neselendirmisti. Kiigiik dans pisti hincahing dolarken,
eglence sabahin ilk 1siklarina kadar devam etti. Hilton
istanbul, kentin gece hayatindaki yerini, bir daha hig bi-
rakmamak lizere almaktaydi.

Hilton’un Istanbul’la balayi, 14 Haziran’da “Otel Impa-
ratoru” ve misafirlerinin kentten ayrilmasiyla sona erdi.
Milliyet'in usta foto muhabiri ilhan Demirel’e poz ve-
rirken eteginin azizligine ugrayan ve o giinlerin geng
muhabiri Halit Kivan¢'in deyimiyle verdigi “frikik” ne-
deniyle giinlerce basinin giindeminden inmeyen Terry
Moore disinda Amerikal yi1ldizlarin hepsinin ortak gorii-
sii, Istanbul’da iyi vakit gecirdikleri yéniindeydi.” Gergi
daha sonra fotografin negatifleri Moore’un otel odasinda
diizenlenen kiigiik bir térenle kendisinin huzurunda ya-
kilip imha edilecekti, ama yeniden goénlii kazanilincaya
kadar giizel yildiz birkag¢ giin boyunca epey gozyas: do-
kecekti.? Isin bir baska ilginc boyutu, bir Terry Moore
hayraminin, Milliyet gazetesine génderdigi bir mektupla
yildizin aglamasina neden oldugu icin ilhan Demirel’i
diielloya davet etmesiydi.® Buna karsin baz okurlar, bu
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«+-+-® Nicky Hilton ve gazetelerde yayimlanan bir fotografi
nedeniyle biiyiik skandala yol agan Terry Moore.

Nicky Hilton and Terry Moore, whose photograph in the
papers caused a big scandal.

McCallister, ¢ok sevdigi kentten ayrilirken
“Istanbul’u cantamda gétiiriiyorum” diyordu.

McCallister said, “I'm taking Istanbul with me in
my bag,” as he was leaving Istanbul.

modern zaman sdvalyesine pabug¢ birakmamak i¢in fo-
tografcimin yerine diielloya kendilerinin ¢ikabilecekle-
rini yazmiglardi.'©

Kentte bulunduklan siire iginde gérdiikleri ilginin yam
sira Istanbul’un kendisi, yildizlan epey etkilemisti. Bura-
da bulundugu siire boyunca kameray: elinden birakma-
yan McCallister, ¢ektigdi yiizlerce makara film nedeniyle,
giderken “Istanbul’u cantamda gétiiriiyorum” diyordu.!!
Yildizlarin gidisi de, gelisleri gibi havaalaninda izdihama
neden olmustu. Alani dolduran binlerce kisi gidenlere el
sallarken Conrad Hilton, kendilerini ugurlayanlara ucga-
gin merdivenlerinden “Allahaismarladik, yasasin Tiirki-
ye” diye sesleniyordu. “Otel Imparatoru”, Tiirkiye hak-
kindaki goriislerini, ugaga binmeden 6nce gazetecilere
verdigi demecte, “Hislerimi kelimelerle ifadeden acizim.
Daima Tiirk dostu kalacagim ve hemsehrilik unvanima
layik olmaya ¢alisacagim” seklinde 6zetliyordu.'?

Simdi otel, artik istanbullulara ve Istanbul’un konuklari-
na kalmisti. Agilistan 6nceki eksikleri tamamlama telasi
biiyiik oranda sona ermis ve otel artik tam kapasiteyle
hizmet vermeye hazir hale gelmisti. Yonetimden yapilan
aciklamaya goére otelin biitiin odalar, yiizde 901 yurt-
disindan gelen ve yiizde 10’u yerli misafirler tarafindan
olmak lizere, daha simdiden 10 giin siireyle tamamen
rezerve edilmisti.’® Nitekim Hilton istanbul, daha ilk
giinlerden itibaren elde ettigi yiiksek doluluk oranlary-
la, ticari olarak da diinyadaki tiim Hiltonlar arasinda en

«+-+@® Conrad Hilton ve konuklar1 Istanbul’da kaldiklan siire
icinde kentin tarihi yerlerini de gezdiler.

During their stay in Istanbul, Conrad Hilton and his
guests visited the historical sites of the city.

announced in English as “The Black Serpent” and “The
Black Sea Folk Group,” which provoked some irritated
laughter in the audience.

After the Turkish bands, foreign singers took the stage.
The singers Mimi Benzel and Carole Shanning charmed
the audience with their magical voices, and the guests
were more than pleased when Mimi sang two Turkish
songs with Fehmi Ege. The small dance floor was packed,
and the fun lasted until dawn. Hilton Istanbul was now a
part of the city’s nightlife and would continue to be so.

Hilton Istanbul’s honeymoon days ended on June 14, when
the “Hotel King” and his guests left the city. All of the
American celebrities had good memories of Istanbul, ex-
cept for Terry Moore, who was all over the newspapers for
days after. Her skirt was lifted up to show what is under, or,
in Halit Kivang’s words, “to give a free kick,” when master
photojournalist [Than Demirel was taking her photos.” The
negative films of the pictures would later be burned and
destroyed in Moore’s presence during a small ceremony
in her room, but the beautiful star shed many tears for
days before she was placated.® A Terry Moore fan chal-
lenging Ilhan Demirel to a duel by a letter sent to Milliyet
was also a striking part of the story.’ Irritated by the threats
of the so-called chevalier, some readers wrote letters to
the newspaper, saying that they were ready to replace the
photographer in the duel.’’

During their stay in Istanbul, the celebrities were much
impressed by both the city and the attention they attract-
ed. McCallister, who had carried his camera everywhere
and taken hundreds of pictures, said he was “taking Is-
tanbul with me.”" Just like their arrival, the departure of

the celebrities also brought an enormous crowd to the air-
port. Thousands of people were waving good-bye to the
guests, and Conrad Hilton was shouting, “Goodbye, long
live Turkey!” from the plane’s stairs to the crowd behind.
In an interview he had given before he boarded the plane,
the “Hotel King” had said: “I lack the words to express my
feelings. I will always be a friend of Turkey and try to be

worthy of this friendship.”?

Now the hotel was left all to Istanbulites and their guests.
The chaotic decoration period was largely over and the
hotel was ready to be fully operational. The hotel manage-
ment announced that all rooms were fully booked for the
following 10 days, with 90% of the reservations made by
foreign guests and 10% by locals.'® Hilton Istanbul main-
tained its high occupancy rate to become one of the most
successful Hilton hotels in terms of commercial activity.
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Siyaﬁ
Cadillac

I - / --—3-_,{ - ===
The Black Cadillac

il stanbul was always the hotel of choice for
kings, queens and celebrities, which meant its ser-
vice had to be worthy of its guests. As the symbol

of prestige, Hilton chose an icon of equal standing for the
transportation of its guests: Cadillac!

ilton Istanbul her dénemde krallarn, kra-
Hliq:elerin ve unli isimlerin tercih ettigi bir

oteldi. Dolayisiyla verdigi hizmetin bu
tercihe layik olmasi gerekliydi. Prestijin simge-
si olan Hilton, konuklarinin ulasimim karsilamak
icin kendine yine prestijin baska bir simgesini
secmisti: Cadillac!




1959 yilinda kisa siireligine Istanbul’a gelen iinlii soprano Maria
Callas, sehir turunu Hilton’un Cadillac’iyla yapanlardan biriydi.

«+++@® 1950’li y1llarda istanbul’u defalarca ziyaret eden Urdiin
Kral Hiiseyin, Hilton’un sadik miisterileri arasindaydi.

Maria Callas, the famous soprano who paid a short visit to Istanbul

King Hussein of Jordan, who visited Istanbul on a

Hilton istanbul, acildiktan sonra Tiirkiye’de otelcilige
yepyeni kavramlar ve yepyeni uygulamalar kazandird.
Sayica pek ¢ok olan bu yeniliklerden biri de, u¢akla ge-
len segkin konuklarin havaalaninda karsilanarak 6zel bir
aracla otele getirilmesi ve arzu ettikleri takdirde bu ko-
nuklara Istanbul’un gezdirilmesiydi. Milli Miicadele’nin
unutulmaz isimlerinden, Ingiliz Kemal lakabiyla anilan
eski gizli ajan Ahmet Esat Tomruk, bir Ingilizden ayirt
edilmesi miimkiin olmayan miikemmel Ingilizcesi ve
genis Istanbul bilgisiyle, istanbul'u gezmek isteyenlerin
en biyiik yardimcisiydi. Konuklarin rahat bir ortamda
bir yerden bir yere ulastirilmasin saglama goérevi ise
Hilton’un iinli siyah Cadillac’ina aitti.

1954 model Cadillac, o dénemin hi¢c kuskusuz en
gorkemli ve en prestijli otomobillerinden biriy-
di. Istanbul’da pek az kiside bulunan bu otomobilin
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number of occasions during the 50s, was a regular guest
at Hilton.

Istanbul’un en prestijli konuklari, cogu
zaman Hilton'un da konuklariyds. Otel,
iinlii konuklari icin 6zel bir Cadillac
otomobil tahsis etmisti.

The most prestigious visitors of Istanbul
were usually also the guests of Hilton.
The hotel put a private Cadillac at their
disposal.

Hilton’a ait oldugu bilinir, gézler hemen biiyiik olasilik-
la iinli bir kigiyi tasimakta olan otomobilin arka koltu-
guna yonelirdi. Gergekten de arka koltukta oturan kisi
¢ogu zaman ya bir Hollywood yildizi, ya bir armatér, ya
bir devlet adami, ama ¢ogu zaman da kraliyet ailesine
mensup biri olurdu.

Siyah Cadillac’in ilk miisterisi, aym zamanda otelin de
ilk konuklarindan biri olan Irak Kral Ikinci Faysal idi.
1955 Temmuz’'unda Tiirkiye'ye yaptigi ziyaretin resmi
kismu bittikten sonra Prens Abdiilillah ve maiyetiyle bir-
likte Istanbul’da Hilton Oteli’ne gelen Irak krali, kentte
dolastign siyah Cadillac’i ile tiim dikkatleri iizerine ¢ek-
misti.!

Bundan sadece birkag¢ ay sonra, bu kez siyah Cadillac’in
konugu, Urdin Kralh Hiiseyin’in annesi Kralice Zeyn

in 1959, was one of the guests who toured the city in Hilton’s
Cadillac.

After its opening, Hilton Istanbul introduced many new
concepts and practices to hotel management in Turkey.
Among the numerous such novelties was meeting the se-
lect guests at the airport, transferring them to the hotel by
a private car and showing them around Istanbul if they
wished so. One of the unforgettable names of the War of
Independence and also an ex-secret agent known by the
name of “British Kemal,” Ahmet Esat Tomruk proved to
be of great help with his impeccable English and broad
knowledge of the city to those who wanted to see the
sights of Istanbul. It was the responsibility of Hilton’s fa-
mous black Cadillac to ensure the comfort of the guests
while riding from one spot to another.

The 54 Cadillac was undoubtedly one of the most splendid
and prestigious cars of the period. Everybody knew that
this car, owned at the time by very few people in Istanbul,
belonged to Hilton, and people would inadvertently look
at the back seat to spot the celebrity. More often than not,
there would indeed be a Hollywood star, a fleet owner, a
statesman or a member of the royal family in the back seat.
The first guest of the black Cadillac was Faisal II, King of
Iraq, who was also one of the first to stay at the hotel. The
King of Iraq came to Istanbul Hilton with Prince Abdulillah
and their retinue after concluding an official visit to Tur-
key in July 1955, and became the center of attention in the
black Cadillac while touring the city.’
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««++® 1971 sonbaharinda Tiirkiye’ye gelen Kralice II. Elizabeth’in izmir,
Ankara ve Istanbul ziyaretleri giinlerce kamuoyunu mesgul etti.

Hilton Istanbul’un kraliyet ailesine mensup
konuklarindan Prens Charles.

Prince Charles, one of the royal guests of
Hilton Istanbul.

Queen Elizabeth II came to Turkey in the autumn of 1971, and her
visits to Izmir, Ankara and Istanbul engrossed the public for days.

idi. Prens Hasan ve Prenses Basha ile birlikte 27 Eyliil
1955 giinii istanbul’a indikten sonra Istanbul Valisi Fah-
rettin Kerim Gokay tarafindan karsilanan ana kralice,
Cadillac’la Hilton Oteli'ne geldikten sonra otelin kral
dairesi olan Karadeniz Siiiti’ne yerlesmisti.2

Istanbul, 1957 yazinda, daha ¢ok Ortadogu iilkelerinden
gelen kraliyet mensuplarinin adeta bir geg¢it resmine
sahne olmustu. Osmanlhh hanedanindan gelme Misirh
Prenses Hanzade, Urdiin Krah Hiiseyin’in eski esi Kra-
lice Dina, iran Sahi Riza Pehlevi'nin kiz kardesi Prenses
Fatma bunlardan bazilariydi.® Yaz boyunca Urdiin Kral
Hiiseyin bircok kez istanbul’a gelip gitmisti. Bu sik ziya-
retlerin baslica nedeni, Ortakdy Sifa Yurdu'nda tedavi
gormekte olan babasi1 Emir Tallal1 ziyaret etmekti. Kral
Hiiseyin Istanbul’a her geldiginde, Siyah Cadillac em-
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rine verilmekteydi. Annesi Kralige Zeyn gibi Hilton’da
misafir olan Kral Hiiseyin’'in gen¢ ve bekar bir erkek
olmasi, istanbul’a her geldiginde ¢ok sayida geng kizin
yanlarinda anneleriyle Hilton’un lobisini igsgal etmesine
yol agmaktaydi.*

1959 yazinda, bu kez Cadillac’in arka koltugunda, inli
armatér Onassis’in Christina adli yatiyla Istanbul’a ge-
len diinyaca iinli soprano Maria Callas oturmaktaydi.
Basinda genis yer bulan “Meshurlar Yati”mn diger ko-
nuklan arasinda en dikkat ¢ekici olani, hi¢ siiphesiz in-
giliz devlet adami Winston Churchill idi. Yatta tasinarak
istanbul’da karaya indirilen Fiat marka iistii acik kiigiik
beyaz otomobilin 6n koltugunda iri ciissesiyle Winston
Churchill’i, onu takip eden dev siyah Cadillac’ta ise
minyon Maria Callas’1 gérmek, Istanbullular icin o yazin
en ilging enstantanelerinden biriydi.’

Ingiltere Kralicesi II. Elizabeth’in 1971 sonba-
harindaki Istanbul ziyaretini gosteren fotograf-
lar arasinda Hilton’un siyah Cadillac’im1 gérmek
hi¢ de sasirtic1 degildi.® 23 Ekim’de 6zel krali-
yet yati Britannia ile Dolmabahc¢e’ye yanasan ve
Istanbul’da iki giin kaldiktan sonra 25 Ekim’de
sehirden ayrlan II. Elizabeth, bu siire i¢inde
kentteki 6nemli tarihi eserleri ziyaret etmis ve
bu arada Hilton Oteli’ne de konuk olmustu.

Krallar, kraliceleri ve daha bir¢ok iinlii ismi
Hilton adina tasiyan siyah Cadillac i¢in, artik
emeklilik vakti gelmisti. Onun gérevini, daha
sonra otelin Mercury ve Pontiac marka otomo-
billeri iistlenecekti. Ama Istanbullularin géziin-
de Cadillac, her zaman Hilton’un simgesi olma-

F 4

After only a few months, the new guest of the black Ca-
dillac was King Hussein of Jordan and the Mother Queen
Zeyn, who was met by Fahrettin Kerim Gékay, the Gover-
nor of Istanbul, on September 27, 1955 after she landed
in Istanbul with Prince Hasan and Princess Basha. She was
taken to the Hilton Hotel, where she took the king suite
called “the Karadeniz Suite.””

Istanbul witnessed a veritable parade of royal families
from mostly Middle Eastern countries in the summer of
1957. Princess Hanzade of Egypt, the ex-wife of King Hus-
sein of Jordan Queen Dina, and the younger sister of Reza
Shah Pahlavi of Iran Princess Fatma were only some of
them.® King Hussein visited Istanbul numerous times dur-
ing that summer. The main reason of his frequent visits
was to see his father Emir Tallal, who was undergoing
treatment at the Ortakoy Sifa Yurdu. The black Cadillac
would be given to the King’s use whenever he was in Is-
tanbul and stayed at Hilton like his mother, Queen Zeyn;
the fact that he was a young and single man caused many
young girls to flock to the Hilton lobby with their mothers
when he was in the city.*

In the summer of 1959 it was
the world-renowned soprano
Maria Callas who sat in the
back seat of the Cadillac; she
had come to Istanbul on Chris-
tina, a yacht that belonged to
the famous shipping magnate
Onassis. The yacht was widely
covered in the press as “the
yacht of celebrities,” among
whom the most striking name
was undoubtedly that of Win-
ston Churchill, the British statesman. It was one of the most
interesting sights for Istanbulites that summer to see Win-
ston Churchill squeezed into the front seat of the small
white Fiat convertible that was hoisted down from the
yacht, followed by the petite Maria Callas in the colossal
black Cadillac.’

It was no surprise to see among the photographs depict-
ing Queen Elizabeth II’s visit to Istanbul in the autumn of
1971 the image of Hilton’s black Cadillac.® The Queen
had come on October 23, on the royal yacht Britannia,
which dropped anchor at the Dolmabahce Palace; she
stayed for two days and departed on October 25, after
visiting important historical sites and staying at the Hilton
Hotel.

The time eventually came for the black Cadillac to retire
after having served kings, queens and many celebrities
in the name of Hilton. Its duties were to be taken up by
Hilton’s Mercury and Pontiac, but in the eyes of Istanbu-
lites, the Cadillac would always remain the symbol of Hil-
ton.
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NLIU
KONUKLAR

5 wyilhk tarihinde kimlerin yolu Hilton

istanbul’dan gegmedi ki! Krallardan Hollywo-

od yildizlarina, siyasetcilerden bilim insanla-
rina, inli mizisyenlerden isadamlarina, astronot-
lardan maceraperestlere kadar, her kesimden, her
milletten insan Hilton’un konugu oldu. Kimi otelin
kral dairesinde kaldi, kimi bir toplantiya katilda,
kimi yemegdini yedi, kimi ise sadece lobide biraz
soluklanip yoluna devam etti. Ama tiim bu farklilik-
lara ragmen, hepsinin paylastig: tek bir sey varda:
Hilton’un degismez misafirperverligi!

Famous guests

he past 55 years of Hilton Istanbul consti-

tute a veritable hall of fame. The guests

of Hilton have come from every nation on
earth and from all walks of life, from kings to
Hollywood stars, from politicians to scientists,
from famous musicians to businessmen, and
from astronauts to adventurers. Some stayed
at the king suite, some attended meetings and
some had dinner, while some just sat in the
lobby to catch their breath and went their own
ways. Despite all these differences, however,
they shared one thing in common: Hilton’s un-
swerving hospitality!

Kimler geldi, kimler kald1?

Visitors & Guests

Adamo

Ali Han
Muhammed Ali Clay
Ursula Andress
Louis Armstrong
Jean Arthur
Brigitte Bardot
Shirley Bassey
Luciano Benetton
Christiaan Barnard
Kral Bernadotte
Prens Bernard
Marlon Brando

Yul Brynner
George Bush
Maria Callas
Peppino di Capri
Pierre Cardin
Martine Carol
Rafaella Carra
Prens Charles

Nat King Cole
Gordon Cooper
John Derek
Kralice Dina
Christian Dior
Kirk Douglas
Michael Douglas
Gary Cooper
Anita Ekberg
Kralice Elizabeth II
Prenses Fatma
Kral Faysal

Mel Ferrer

Henry Ford II
Charles de Gaulle
Dizzy Gillespie
Lillian ve Dorothy Gish

Mihail Gorbagov
Ziya il Hak
Prenses Hanzade
David Hasselhoff
Kral Hiiseyin

Julio Iglesias

Tom Jones

Danny Kaye
Grace Kelly
Henry Kissinger
Eartha Kitt
Alexey Kosygin
Jerry Lewis
Charles Lindbergh
Marcello Lippi
Gina Lollobrigida
Sophia Loren
Herbie Mann
Robert McNamara
Ann Miller

Terry Moore
Dario Moreno
Georges Moustaki
Rudolf Nureyev
Merle Oberon
Sah Riza Pehlevi
Pele

Pascal Petit

Carlo Ponti

Alain Prost
Anthony Quinn
Prens Rainer
David Rockefeller
Kralige Siireyya
Omer Serif
Elizabeth Taylor
Kralice Zeyn

Danny Kaye (1956)

Diinya c¢ocuklarina yardim amaciyla bir turneye ¢ikan
iinlii Amerikal aktér Danny Kaye, 23 Nisan Ulusal Ege-
menlik ve Cocuk Bayramu etkinlikleri cercevesinde Co-
cuk Esirgeme Kurumu yararina Ankara’da ve Istanbul’da
cesitli temsiller verdi. Cocuklara diigkiinliigiiyle bilinen
Kaye, istanbul’da kaldign siirece Hilton Oteli’'nde konak-
ladi. Unlii aktér, buradaki basin toplantisinda kendisine
yoneltilen “Cocuklar nicin seversiniz?” sorusuna, “On-
larla iyi gecinebildigim i¢in!” yamtini verdi.

The famous American actor Danny Kaye was on a tour
to support children all over the world, and he gave sev-
eral performances for the benefit of the Child Protection
Agency in Ankara and Istanbul as part of the celebrations
during the National Sovereignty and Children’s Day on
23 April. Known for his fondness of children, Kaye stayed
at the Hilton Hotel during his days in Istanbul. During the
press conference here the famous actor was asked why he
loved children, who answered, “Because I can get along
with them!”



Gary Cooper (1956)

Esi ve kiziyla birlikte turistik amacla Istanbul’a gelen iki Os-
car 6diillii Amerikali sinema sanatgis1 Gary Cooper, kentte
kaldig siire i¢inde Hilton’da konakladi. Otelde bir de basin
toplantisi1 diizenleyen Gary Cooper’la konusulan konular-
dan biri de, ¢ekilmesi planlanan Atatiirk filmiydi. Cooper,
biitiin diinyaya bodylesine biiyiik eserler kazandiran bir li-
derin filmini yapmanin kolay olmadigini, ama basroliin tek-
lif edilmesi halinde bunu seve seve kabul edecedini séyle-
di.
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Two-time Academy Award winner Gary Cooper, the American
actor, came to Istanbul with his wife and daughter, and they
stayed at Hilton during their visit. Gary Cooper also held a
press conference at the hotel, and one of the topics that came
up was the Atatiirk film in the works. Cooper admitted to the
difficulty of making a film on a leader that had given the world
such great achievements, but that he would gladly accept if
he was offered the lead role.

Sah Riza Peblevi ve Kralige Siireyya (1956)

1956 yilinin giizel bir mayis aksamiizeri, Hilton Oteli’nin
kapisinda bir hareketlenme oldu. Kaynasmanin nedenini
merak edenler fisiltilara kulak kabarttilar: “Iran sahiyla
kralice ¢aya geliyormus!” Giderek artan kalabalik, giris
kapisinda beklemeye koyuldu. Lobide cay icenler de,
sandalyelerini kapiy1 gorebilecek sekilde cevirdiler.
Gozler kapida, uzun bir bekleyis basladi. iki saatin ar-
dindan, Kralice Siireyya ve Sah Riza Pehlevi otomobille-
riyle giriste goriindiiler. Miithis bir alkis tufam patlad.
Misafirlerini kapida karsilayan otel miidiirii, onlar1 miizik
calan salonda daha 6nceden hazirlanmis yerlerine oturt-
tu. Tum salonun gézleri iistlerinde olsa bile bu an, birkac
saat sonra Tiirkiye’den ayrilacak olan sah ve esinin resmi
davetlerden kurtulup, ilk kez bas basa kaldiklar andi.

On a beautiful May afternoon in 1956, there was a commotion
at the entrance of the Hilton Hotel, and the reason was soon
explained in whispers: “The Shah of Iran and his queen consort
are coming for tea!” A growing crowd gathered at the entrance
and began to wait. Those sipping their tea in the lobby turned
their chairs to the entrance. A long wait began with eyes fixed
on the door. After two hours, Queen Soraya and Mohammad
Reza Shah Pahlavi appeared at the entrance. There was a huge
round of applause. The hotel manager met his guests at the
door and took them to their table, which was already prepared,
in the ballroom where music was playing. This was the first pri-
vate moment the Shah and his wife, who would leave Turkey in
a few hours, shared after all the official receptions, even though
everybody in the ballroom had their eyes on them.
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Brigitte Bardot (1958)

Yesilkoy’de Paris’ten gelen ucagin merdivenlerinden inen
yolcular arasinda bir gazete muhabirinin dikkatini, kara
gozliikli ve kiirkiiniin icinde saklanmaya ¢alisan uzun sac¢h
bir kadin ¢ekti. Muhabir, ilk saskinlik devresini atlatir at-
latmaz, otomobiliyle kadinin bindigi siyah Cadillac’1 takip
etmeye basladi. Yolculuk, Hilton Oteli'nin 6niinde sona
erdi. Muhabir, emin olmak i¢cin déner kapidan gecen kiirk-
li kadina “Brigitte” diye seslendi. Evet yanilmamisti, Bri-
gitte Bardot Istanbul’daydi. Desifre olan iinlii yildiz, baska
gazetecilere haber vermemek kosuluyla, muhabire Roof’'ta
ve sabah kahvaltisinda fotograf ¢cektirme sézii verdi. Ve ar-
dindan gizemli bir sekilde sadece bir giin kalacad: otele
Monique Dumas adiyla kaydini yaptirdi.
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Among the passengers at Yesilkdy that were going down the
stairs of the plane from Paris, one woman with long hair caught
the attention of a news reporter, because she was trying to
hide behind her black glasses and fur. After an initial daze, the
reporter got into his car and began to tail the black Cadillac
the woman had gotten into. The trip ended in front of the Hilton
Hotel. Just to make sure, the reporter shouted “Brigitte!” as the
woman was going through the revolving door. He was right,
Brigitte Bardot was indeed in Istanbul. The famous actress
agreed to pose for the reporter at the Roof during breakfast,
on the one condition that he would not tell any other reporter
about his scoop. And then she mysteriously walked over to the
check-in desk to register her name as Monique Dumas at the
hotel where she would stay for only one night.

S
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Kirk Douglas (1964)

20. vyiuzyiin en o6nemli filmlerinden biri sayilan
Spartakiis’le diinya capinda biiyiik bir séhrete kavusan
Kirk Douglas, esi Anne ile birlikte, Amerikan hiikiime-
tinin “iyi niyet elgisi” olarak geldigi istanbul’da ii¢ gin
kaldi. Bu siire i¢cinde Hilton’da konaklayan aktor, otel-
de yaptign basin toplantisinda, bir bars elgisi olarak bu
seyahati yapmasini birka¢ yil 6nce Baskan Kennedy’'nin
kendisinden istedigini séyledi. Douglas, Istanbul’da “sa-
natcinin toplumdaki yeri” konulu bir konferans verdi ve
bol bol universiteli genglerle bir araya geldi.

Kirk Douglas won worldwide fame with “Spartacus”, one of
the most important films of the 20th century, and he visited
Istanbul for three days with his wife Anne on a “good will mis-
sion” from the US government. The actor stayed at Hilton, and
told the reporters at the press conference there that President
Kennedy had himself asked him a few years ago to go on this
trip. Douglas gave a conference in Istanbul on “the place of
the artist in society” and spent a Iot of time with college stu-
dents.
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Marlon Brando (1967)

Bir kitap yazmak igin Tiirkiye’de bulunan yakin dostu,
zenci yazar James Baldwin’i gérmek ve senaryosunu ya-
zacagl 1rkeilik karsiti bir film hakkinda konusmak ic¢in
1967 kisinda istanbul’a gelen Marlon Brando, Karadeniz
Siiiti’'nde kaldign Hilton’da diizenledigi basin toplantisin-
da, Hollywood dedikodularindan ¢ok zenci-beyaz ayrim-
cilig: ve yoksulluk gibi sorunlara yer vermeyi tercih etti.
Bu sirada Amerikan kahvesi yerine Tiirk kahvesini tercih
ettigini s6yleyen Brando, “kahveci giizeli”nin yardimiy-
la fala bakmasin da 6grendi. Giiniin en heyecanh olay:
ise iinlii akoériin, aksam balik yemege gitmek ilizere gaze-
tecileri mutfak kapisindan ¢ikarak atlatmasi, buna karsin
gazetecilerin durumu fark edip onu Sarnyer’de yakala-
masiyda.
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Marlon Brando came to Istanbul in the winter of 1967 to see
his good friend James Baldwin, the black writer who was in
Turkey to work on his new book, and to discuss with him the
anti-racist film whose script he was going to write. Marlon
Brando stayed at the Karadeniz Suite, and during the press
conference he held at Hilton he preferred to ignore Hollywood
gossip and focus instead on problems such as discrimination
against blacks and poverty. Brando also mentioned that he
preferred Turkish coffee over American, and learned how to
read fortune with the help of a “coffee beauty.” The most ex-
citing part of the day came when the famous actor gave the
reporters the slip by leaving through the kitchen door to go to
a fish restaurant for dinner, but the reporters got wise to it and
caught up with him in Sariyer.

Yul Brynner (1967)

Ingiliz isadami John Clark’in davetlisi olarak &ézel bir
yatla yapacaklar1 Akdeniz turuna baslamak icin film yo-
netmeni Mel Ferrer, rejisér Terence Young ve Prenses
Margaret’in esi Lord Snowdon’la istanbul’da bulusan
iinlii sinema oyuncusu Yul Brynner, grubun diger iiyeleri
gibi Istanbul’da bulundugu siire icinde Hilton’a misafir
oldu. Grup, otelin Karadeniz, Akdeniz ve Marmara daire-
lerine yerlesti. Kral ve Ben filminin unutulmaz oyuncusu
Yul Brynner, ayrilmadan 6nce otelde yaptigi basin top-
lantisinda Istanbul’da en ¢ok sevdidi seyin insanlarnn si-
cakkanhilign oldugunu séyleyerek, “Buradaki insanlarin
dudaklarindaki tebessiimii ihra¢ etsek milyoner oluruz”
dedi.

The famous actor Yul Brynner met with film directors Mel
Ferrer and Terence Young and Princess Margaret’s husband
Lord Snowdon in Istanbul to go on a cruise in the Mediterra-
nean on a private yacht as the guests of John Clark, the British
businessman; and while in Istanbul, all the group members
including Yul Brynner stayed at the Karadeniz, Akdeniz and
Marmara suites at Hilton. The unforgettable actor of “The
King and I” gave a press conference at the hotel before they
weighed anchor, and said the thing he liked the most about
Istanbul was the warmheartedness of the people, adding that
“If we can export the smile on the faces of the people here,
we’ll all be millionaires.”
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Sophia Loren (1974)

Son c¢evirdigi Yolculuk adh filmin diinya galasinda bu-
lunmak tlizere film yapimcisi esi Carlo Ponti ile birlikte
énce Ankara'ya gelen iinlii Italyan film y1ldiz1 Sophia Lo-
ren, oradan kisa bir tatil i¢in Istanbul’a gegcti. Hilton’un
kral dairesini ve pek ¢ok odasini gérdiikten sonra 719
ve 721 numarali odalarda karar kilan ¢ift, Sultanahmet,
Ayasofya ve Kapalicarsi’dan olusan geleneksel bir sehir
turunun ardindan 29 Nisan’da kentten ayrildi.
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Sophia Loren first went to Ankara with her husband Carlo
Ponti, the famous film producer, for the world premiere of
her latest film “The Voyage”, and then visited Istanbul for a
short vacation. The couple inspected Hilton’s king suite and
numerous rooms, finally deciding on 719 and 721. After the
traditional city tour including Sultanahmet, Hagia Sophia and
the Grand Bazaar, they departed on April 29.

Muhbammed Ali (1976)

1960-70’li yillarda biiyiik bir hayran kitlesi olan ve mag-
larimi izlemek icin kadin erkek herkesin sabaha kars:
yataktan kalkip ekran karsisina gectigi agir siklet boks
sampiyonu Muhammed Ali, 1976 sonbaharinda Basba-
kan Yardimcisi Necmettin Erbakan’in konugu olarak
istanbul’a geldi. Heniiz birkag giin énce Ken Norton ile
zorlu bir ma¢ yapan Muhammed Ali’nin sadece bir gece
kaldign istanbul’daki ikamet yeri Hilton Oteli’ydi. Yerli ve
yabanci yiizlerce gazete ve televizyon muhabirinin katil-
dig1 bir basin toplantisi1 diizenleyen Muhammed Ali’nin
yaptign “Boksu brakiyorum” agiklamas ise, bu ziyaretin
diinya gindemine bomba gibi diisen en biiyik siirpri-
ziydi.

The heavyweight boxing champion with an immense follow-
ing in the 60s and 70s (so much so that men and women alike
would get up in the wee hours of the morning because of the
time difference and watch his games on television), Muham-
mad Ali came to Istanbul in the autumn of 1976 as the guest of
Necmettin Erbakan, the Deputy Prime Minister. Ali, who had
beaten Ken Norton a few days ago after a tough fight, stayed
at Hilton during his one-night visit to Istanbul. Hundreds of re-
porters from all over the world attended the press conference
where Mohammad Ali announced “I am quitting boxing,”
which provided the greatest surprise of the trip and shocked
the whole world.
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Grace Kelly (1978)

Bilimsel igerikli bir toplantinin onur konugu olarak
Antalya’da bir konferansa katilan ve oradan Ankara’ya
gegerek Cumhurbaskan Fahri Korutiirk’iin misafiri olan
Monaco Prensi Rainier ve Prenses Grace Kelly, tatilleri-
ni uzatarak geldikleri Istanbul’da Hilton Oteli'nde kaldi-
lar. Yakinda biiyiikanne olmaya hazirlanan Grace Kelly,
Istanbul’da kaldigu siire icinde giizelligi ve sikhigiyla,
Hollywood yildizi1 oldugu giinlerden hi¢cbir sey kaybet-
medigini gosterdi.
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After attending a scientific conference in Antalya as guests of
honor and going to Ankara as the guests of President Fahri
Korutiirk, Prince Rainier and Princess Kelly of Monaco extend-
ed their stay in Turkey to come to Istanbul, and they stayed at
the Hilton Hotel. Preparing to become a grandmother soon,
Grace Kelly proved with her beauty and elegance that her
days as a Hollywood star had nothing on her present self.

Anthony Quinn (1979)

Sinema diinyasinda 43 yilda 180 filmde basrol oynayan,
fakat daima en son filmde canlandirdid: rolii en fazla
sevdigini sdyleyen iki Oscar sahibi Anthony Quinn, esi
Jolanda Addolari ile istanbul’a geldiginde, sinemalarda
goOsterimine yeni baslanan Cagr: filmi nedeniyle basi-
mn gindemine mansetten girdi. Havaalanindaki basin
ordusundan “kagip” zorlukla Hilton Oteli’'ne “siginan”
{inlii aktor, Istanbul’da kaldign siire boyunca ¢ok yogun
bir program izledi. Bu arada Belediye Baskam Aytekin
Kotil'le de bir araya gelen Quinn, TV’de ¢ok tutulan Se-
hir ve Adam dizisinde canlandirdi§: gozii pek belediye
baskani Tom Alkala roliinden esinlenerek Kotil’e, “Kra-
vatiniz1 gevsetin ki sizi ¢alisiyor sansinlar” tavsiyesinde
bulundu.

Two-time Academy Award winner Anthony Quinn, who played
the lead role in 180 films in 43 years but said he always liked
his last role the best, came to Istanbul with his wife Jolanda
Addolari right at the time his new film “The Message” opened
at theaters, and was in all the headlines. The famous actor
got rid of the army of press members at the airport with great
difficulty and “took refuge” at the Hilton Hotel, and followed
a very tight schedule throughout his stay in Istanbul. Quinn
also met Aytekin Kotil, the mayor of Istanbul, and told him,
“Loosen your tie so people will think you’re working hard”, a
tip inspired by his role as the daredevil mayor Tom Alkala in
the popular TV series “The Man in the City”.
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Henry Kissinger (1983)

Amerika’da yasayan iinlii Tiirk isadami Ahmet Ertegiin’le
birlikte Turkiye’ye gelen ABD eski Disisleri Bakanmi Henry
Kissinger, Ankara’daki temaslarindan sonra ii¢ giinliigii-
ne Istanbul’a gecgerek Hilton’un kral dairesine yerlesti.
Kibris konusundaki ¢abalari nedeniyle Tiirkiye’de ¢ok
sevilen bir devlet adami olan Kissinger, Istanbul’da git-
tigi her yerde ilgiyle karsilandi. istanbul’daki gezisi si-
rasinda kendisini hi¢ yalniz birakmayan Ahmet Ertegiin,
Hilton’un “1001 Gece” adl teknesiyle yapilan Bogaz ge-
zisinde de Kissinger’in yamindayda.

68

Former US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger came to Turkey
with Ahmet Ertegiin, the famous Turkish businessman living
in the US, and after three days of official visits in Ankara, he
came to Istanbul for an additional three days and moved into
the king suite at Hilton. Kissinger was a very popular states-
man in Turkey due to his efforts concerning the Cyprus issue,
and was met with great interest everywhere he went in Istan-
bul. Ahmet Ertegiin never left him alone during his stay, and
he was also there when Kissinger took a tour of the Bosphorus
on Hilton’s boat the 1001 Nights.

George W. Bush (2004)

ABD Baskam George W. Bush’un 28-29 Haziran 2004 ta-
rihleri arasinda yapilacak NATO Zirvesi nedeniyle gel-
digi Istanbul’daki programinda ¢ok énemli bir bulusma
vardi: Dini liderler toplantisi. Tiirkiye’deki tiim liderlerin
katildig1 bu 6nemli toplant1 Hilton’da gergeklestirildi. Di-
yanet Isleri Baskami’min yam sira istanbul Rum Ortodoks
Patrigi’nin, Tiirkiye Musevileri Hahambasisi’nun, Istanbul
Suryani Ortodoks Metropoliti’nin ve istanbul Miiftiisii’niin
katildig: bu toplantida ABD Baskam Bush, Tiirkiye’yi ger-
¢ek bir inanglar ve kiiltiirler mozaigi olarak tanimlada.

US President George W. Bush came to Istanbul to attend the
NATO summit on June 28-29, 2004, and had a very important
meeting on his schedule in Istanbul: The meeting of religious
leaders. Attended by all leaders in Turkey, such as the Presi-
dent of Religious Affairs, the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Is-
tanbul, the Chief Rabbi of the Jews of Turkey, The Metropolitan
Bishop of the Istanbul Assyrian Church and Mufti of Istanbul,
this historic meeting was held at Hilton, where President Bush
described Turkey as a true mosaic of faiths and cultures.
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bulusma

ilton Istanbul, gelisen ve biiyiiyen
H Turkiye’'nin sembolii, Batililasma ve mo-
dernlesme gibi kavramlar temsil eden-
lerin bir bulusma noktasiydi. Hilton istanbul, hic-
bir sekilde sadece bir otel degildi. Buras1 ayni

zamanda belirli bir yasam tarzini benimsemis
insanlarin birbirlerini bulduklar: yerdi.

Hilton: the place to meet

ilton Istanbul was the symbol of a de-
H veloping and growing Turkey, attrac-
ting all those who embraced concepts
such as Westernization and modernization.
Hilton Istanbul was much more than a simple

hotel; it was a meeting place for people with a
certain type of lifestyle.




Aksam gazetesinin usta kalemlerinden Sevket Rado,
Hilton Oteli’nin daha acilmadan istanbul basininin man-
setlerinden inmez hale gelmesini, gelecekte otelin kent
yasaminda edinecedi onemli rol i¢in bir isaret olarak
goriiyor ve Hilton'un sadece konaklamaya mahsus bir
tesis olmayacagin su sézlerle duyuruyordu:

Disini1 seyretmeye halkimiz bir seneden beri alis-
mustir. Ama byle gériintiyor ki Hilton Oteli, hichir
zaman kendi halinde bir otel olarak kalmayacak,
sehrin otel ihtiyacini karsilarken dedikodu ve sa-
yia ihtiyacini da karsilamaya devam edecek.!

Sevket Rado’nun bu yorumu yapmasina sebep, Hilton’un
istanbul’daki cemiyet hayatinda edinecedi rolii 6nceden
gormiis olmasiydi. Gergekten de o donemde kentte,
ozellikle elit kesimin bir araya gelebilecedi mekanlarin
sayis1 son derece kisithydi. Sosyal hayat, ev partileri ile
belirli kuliip ve lokallerden olusan dar bir alana hap-
solmustu. Kentin, geleneksellesmis mekanlarin disin-
da, modernligi ve disa agikhidn temsil eden, kliselerden
uzak, yepyeni bir bulugsma alanina ihtiyaci vardi. Hilton
istanbul, daha resmi acilis1 bile yapilmamisken, bu ihti-
yaci1 karsilayacagini gostermisti.

Milliyet gazetesinin dedikodu yazar Berin, otelin resmi
acilisindan yaklasik 10 giin 6nce ziyaret ettigi Hilton’un
gorkeminden etkilenmis, ama en ¢ok da oteldeki sosyal
ortamla ilgilenmisti. Berin, Hilton’un “Bes Cay1” bulus-
malarn sayesinde Istanbul hamimlarinin en gézde bulus-
ma yeri olacagini, daha o giinlerde hissetmisti:

[k nazarda miisterilerin ekserisinin Amerikali
oldugu goriiliiyor. Ara sira limanimiza ugrayan

12

Amerikan liiks seyyah gemileri gibi buraya girip
cikanlarda da vasati yas yetmisin lizerinde. Eger
asansore veya kapiya yakin bir yere oturursa-
niz, girip ¢ikanlara bakarak kendinizi bir an icgin
Dariilaceze’de zannedebilirsiniz. Inanir misiniz,
yine burayi siisleyen bizim Istanbul hanimlari. Ye-
mek salonunu, Karagéz Bar’i, iki giine kadar aci-
lacak pavyon restorani gezdikten sonra, kahve ve
cay salonuna da séyle bir géz ativerdik. Lébon’un,
Park Otel’in, kuliiplerin aksamiizeri miisterilerinin
bircogunu burada gérmek miimkiin.?

Gercekten de Hilton'un bes caylari, modasi ge¢mez bir
sekilde, ¢cok kisa bir zamanda kentin en énemli sosyal et-
kinliklerinden biri ve adeta bir “boy gosterme yeri” haline
gelecekti. Berin, yukaridaki yazisindan sadece alt1 ay son-
ra, gazetedeki kosesinde ayn1 konuyu soyle ele aliyordu:

Hilton Oteli’'nin ¢ay saatleri moda oldu. Aksamiist-
leri, dértle yedi arasinda biitiin Istanbul’un sira sira
oradan gectigini géormek miimkiin oluyor. Hanim-
larimiz, siislerini bosaltacak bir mahreg [cikis yeri]
daha buldular. Yeni acildigi giinlerde otele kravatsiz
girmek yasakti. Bilmem bunu séylemek miibalaga

Hilton Istanbul’un kent yagamina kattid1 en 6nemli yeniliklerden
biri de ¢ok ragbet goren bes caylariydi.

One of the most important novelties Hilton Istanbul introduced in
city life were the highly popular five o’clock teas.

According Sevket Rado, the notable columnist of Aksam,
the close attention the Istanbul press paid to the hotel
since before the opening was a clear sign indicating the
key role the up-and-coming hotel would play in the city’s
life. Believing that the hotel would be more than a simple
accommodation facility, Rado said:

For a year now, people have been watching the
hotel from the outside. It seems like the Hilton Ho-
tel will never be a mediocre hotel, but will meet
the city’s need for rumor and gossip as well as that
of accommodation.*

Sevket Rado’s words regarding the hotel’s role in Istan-
bul’s social life soon proved accurate. At the time the ho-
tel opened, the city was offering only limited entertain-
ment options for socialites. Social life was restricted to
house parties and a few clubs. The city needed modern
meeting places that broke away from clichés, represent-
ing modernity and openness to the world. Even before it
was officially opened, Hilton Istanbul had showed that it
would meet the city’s needs.

Berin, the gossip of columnist of Milliyet, had visited Hil-
ton about ten days before the official opening and was
impressed both by its grandeur and, even more, by its
lively social atmosphere. Berin had noticed that Hilton
would become a favored meeting place for the Istanbu-
lite ladies with the “Five O’Clock Tea” parties:

Guests are mainly Americans. Just like the luxuri-
ous American cruise ships visiting our city, most
of the hotel’s visitors are septuagenarians. If you
sit close to the door or the elevator and watch

the passersby, you might think that you are at a
nursing home. So, it is actually the Turkish ladies
who again bring beauty to the hotel. After visiting
the dining room, the Karagdz Bar and the Pavyon
Restaurant, which will be opened in two days, we
stopped by at the coffee and tea lounge. Here, you
can run into the frequenters of Lebon, Park Hotel
and other clubs.?

Hilton’s five o’clock teas quickly became an outstanding and
permanent social ritual, and “the stage” of the city. Only six
months after the article quoted above, Berin again wrote on
the subject in her column:

Hilton Hotel’s tea parties are the new trend. Istan-
bulites stop by the hotel’s tea lounge every eve-
ning from four to seven. Ladies have now found
an opportunity to show their style. During the first
days after the hotel’s opening, men were not al-
lowed inside without ties. This may sound a little
exaggerated, but let me tell you, Hilton might well
introduce a mink dress code for musical tea par-
ties... To tell the truth, the elegant and fashionable
atmosphere is highly pleasing for everyone, both
for the starring ladies and for the audience. Later
in the evening, gentlemen start to arrive. Some
directly go and sit at their reserved tables, while
some are there simply to look around...?

Hayat, a popular magazine of the time, also mentioned the
tea parties:

After Hilton’s balls, evening parties and cocktails,
the Friday tea parties at the hotel’s lobby also be-
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Canli miizik esliginde yapilan bes ¢caylarinda
cogunlukla Eduardo Gadea Orkestrasi sahne alirdi.

@®---- Hilton’un yiizme havuzu ayn1 zamanda kentin 6nemli bir bulusma
noktasiydi. Havuz, Su Perileri’nin 6zel gosterisiyle 1956’da acildi.

There would be live music during the five o’clock
teas, and usually the Eduardo Gadea Orchestra
came on stage.

Hilton’s swimming pool doubled as one of the important rendezvous
spots of the city. The pool was opened in 1956 with a special show by
the Water Fairies.

mi olur, fakat neredeyse Hilton’un miizikli ¢caylarina
vizonsuz girmek yasak olacak... Dogrusunu séyle-
mek lazim gelirse bu siklik, bu zarafet giyene de,
seyredene de bliyiik bir zevk veriyor... Aksamin ge¢
saatlerine dogru yavas yavas beyler sokiin ediyor.
Bazi sézlii olduklar1 masalar1 bulup yerlesiyorlar,
bazilar1 sadece kimler var meraki ile gelmis...*

Bu tespit, dénemin iinlii magazin dergilerinden Hayat’ta
ise s6yle yer buluyordu:

Sosyete mensuplari, balolar, suvareler ve kok-
teyllerden sonra Hilton’un lobisinde yapilan cuma
caylarini da bir bulusma yeri olarak benimsediler.
Her cuma aksamiizeri, otelin antresindeki biiyiik
salona sik hanimlar, zarif geng kizlar bir taraftan
Eduardo Gadea orkestrasini dinlerken, diger ta-
raftan g¢aylarini icip tatli tatli sohbet ediyorlar.*
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Sezen Cumhur Onal’a gére bir dénem Batihlagma heve-
sindeki bir tabakanin ilgi odad: olan Hilton’da konakla-
mak, digiin yapmak ve bes ¢aylarinda miizik dinlemek,
adeta bir tutku olmustu. O ¢aylarda Renzo Bonaveri'yi,
Mario Cavaceppi'yi, José Bartel'i ve unutulmaz ismet
Siraln dinlemek biiyiik keyifti.® Unlii gazeteci Giines
Karabuda’ya gore ise bu toplantilara gelenlerin hepsi,
sadece ¢ay icip miizik dinlemek kadar masum hedef-
ler pesinde degildi. Evlenme ¢agindaki gen¢ kizlarin,
biit¢elerini zorlama pahasina “belki iyi bir kismet ¢ikar”
diye Hilton’un bes ¢ayina getiren miitevaz ailelerin sa-
yis1 da hi¢ de azimsanmayacak 6l¢iideydi.®

Yaz aylarinda, oteldeki bulusma mekanlarindan bir di-
geri de havuzdu. Esasen otel agildiginda, heniiz bir yiiz-
me havuzu yoktu. Onun yerine, manzara tarafinda giris
katinin altindaki biiyiik yemek salonunun 6niinde 38 x 11
metre ebatlarinda biiyiik bir siis havuzu yapilmsti. Ozel
tertibati sayesinde istenildiginde dondurulabilen bu
havuzun esas fonksiyonu, kisin patinaj pisti olarak kul-
lanilmasiydi. Buz pateni yapmak isteyenler Sadirvan’in
bodrumunda bulunan soyunma odalarinda iistlerini
degisitiriyor, buradan paten ayakkabilarim1 ve gerekli
malzemeleri temin edip hazirlamiyorlardi. Kaymay: bil-
meyenler igin paten hocalar: da mevcuttu. Ancak birkag
kez donduruldugu halde hemen hi¢ ilgi olmayinca, is-
levsiz oldugu gerekgesiyle bu havuz kaldirilmisti.

Otel ingsaatinin bitmesine yakin karar verilen ve bunun
icin ayn bir ihale yapilan yiizme havuzu ise, 22 Haziran
1956 giinii hizmete girdikten sonra buz pistiyle aym ka-
deri paylasmayacak, tam tersine kentin en énemli bulus-
ma mekanlarindan biri haline gelecekti. Conrad Hilton’un
ayak izi formunda insa edilen havuzun tasarimimi Sedat

came a meeting place for socialites. Every Friday
evening, elegant women and graceful young la-
dies pack the grand hall at the foyer to drink tea
and listen to the Eduardo Gadea orchestra as they
chat with one another.*

According to Sezen Cumhur Onal, Hilton was for a while
the center of attention for a group of people who were keen
supporters of westernization, and it had almost turned into
a passion for them to spend the night, have their wedding
ceremonies or attend the musical tea parties at the hotel.
Musical performances of Renzo Bonaveri, Mario Cavaceppi,
José Bartel and the unforgettable Ismet Siral enchanted the
audience at the tea parties.® According to the renowned
journalist Giines Karabuda, some guests had intentions
other than just drinking tea and listening to music. Many
middle-income families took their girls to the five o’clock
teas of Hilton with the hope of finding a “well-off husband,”
even at the cost of putting a hole in their budgets.®

In the summer months, the swimming pool at the hotel be-
came a hotspot. The hotel originally did not have a swim-
ming pool during its opening. Instead, a 38-by-11 meter
decorative pool was constructed in front of the grand din-
ing room below the ground floor on the side of the view. As
it was equipped with a special system, the pool could be

converted into an ice skating rink in the winter. Those wish-
ing to skate would get changed in the dressing room at the
basement floor of the Sadirvan, where they could also find
the ice skates and other equipments needed. There were
also ice-skating instructors to help the beginners. The pool
was winterized and converted into skating rink a number of
times, but remained unused and was closed in the end.

The management decided to build a swimming pool to-
wards the end of the construction period of the hotel, and
the separate pool project was awarded to a contractor firm.
Opened on June 22, 1956, the pool, unlike the skating rink,
became an outstanding meeting place of the city. The pool
was designed by Sedat Hakki Eldem in the form of Conrad
Hilton’s footprint. It was the largest swimming pool in the
city. Also including a bar, tennis courts and a huge dance
floor, the swimming pool area would host pool parties, as
well as sports activities.”

A grand ball was held in June 1956 to celebrate the opening
of the swimming pool. The night’s surprise was the Water
Nymphs troupe that had been flown in from France. The
Water Nymphs performed an amazing show in the swim-
ming pool that was illuminated specially for the event.
Hilton’s sparkling pool seemed like an oasis amongst the
tightly squeezed buildings of the city.® The pool was es-
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Hilton’un yiizme havuzu acildiktan sonra kent yasaminda 6nemli bir yer
edindi. Bir¢ok iinlii sanat¢1 ve isadami havuzun miidavimleri arasindaydai.

Hilton’s swimming pool took on an important role in city life after it was

opened. Many prominent artists and businessmen were among the regulars

of the poolside.

Hakki Eldem yapmisti. Kentin en biiyiik yiizme havuzuydu.
Tenis kortlaryla birlikte tesisin bir bar ve genis bir dans
pisti icermesi, havuzun sadece spor amaciyla degil, aym
zamanda havuz partileri icin de kullanilacaginm gostermek-
teydi.’

1956 Haziran’inda hizmete giren havuzun acilisi i¢in bii-
yiik bir balo diizenlendi. Balonun siirprizi, Fransa’dan
ozel olarak getirtilen Su Perileri ekibiydi. Gece 6zel
olarak aydinlatilan havuzda Su Perileri’nin yaptigi gos-
teri biiyiikk begeni topladi. Hilton’un piril piril havuzu,
bazilarinca kentin omuz omuza vermis apartmanlar
arasindaki bir vaha olarak nitelendiriliyordu.? Havuzun
acilmasina en ¢ok sevinenlerse, sicak yaz aylarinda bes
¢ayl bulusmalarin siirdiirmek i¢in lobiye mecbur kal-
mayacak olan hanmimlarda.

Giineri Civaoglu

Hilton, Tiirkiye'nin modernles-
mesindeki kilometre taglarindan
biridir. Hilton'la birlikte insanlar
diinyaya farkli bakmaya bagladi-
lar. Turistik yer gezer gibi insanlar
gidip gezerdi. Benim de orada za-
man zaman aksamiistleri iki kadeh
sarabimi ictigim olmustur, hala da
giderim. Ozellikle ilkbahar ve yaz
aksamlarinda otelin balkonu ¢ok
keyiflidir. Yizme havuzu da ¢ok
giizel anilar birakmistir insanlarda.
Acilist, Bogaz Képriisivniin agilisi
gibi muhtesemdi. On binlerce s-
tanbullu seyretti.
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Hilton is one of the milestones in
the modernization of Turkey. Af-
ter Hilton, people began to see the
world differently. They would go
there for sightseeing, just like vis-
iting a touristic spot. I used to go
there on occasion, too, to drink a
couple of glasses of wine, and I still
do. The balcony of the hotel is es-
pecially pleasant at night in spring
and summer. The swimming pool
is fondly remembered by many. Its
opening was truly grand, like the
Bosphorus Bridge. Tens of thou-
sands of Istanbulites watched it.

Vefa Zat'a gore yiizme 1A B
havuzunun  miisterile- : ‘ -
rini genellikle yiiksek -
sosyetenin mensuplar

olusturuyordu. Ayrica

doénemin iinlii sanatc¢ilar bronzlasmak i¢in buray: tercih
ediyorlardi. Havuzun en sadik miidavimlerinin basinda
Goéniil Yazar, Ajda Pekkan ve Giinseli Basar geliyordu.®
Cumartesi giinii 6gleden sonralari ise kentin hemen biitiin
6nemli isadamlar1 havuzda oluyordu.!'® Ali Riza Carmikli,
Ayhan Sahenk, Kerim Kerimol, Vitali Hakko, Erol Simavi,
Erciiment Karacan, Haldun Simavi, Oktay Duran, Mehmet
Taviloglu, Hasan Cansiz, Aykut Hamzagil, Erdogan Demi-
roren, KAmuran Sertel, Erol Sabanci, Sami Malaz ve Vural
Gokeayh gibi isimler, yaz aylarinda havuzda sik sik boy
gosteriyorlardi. Giineslenmek, isin biraz bahanesiydi. iki
isadamini, havuz kenarinda yan yana oturmus bir is hak-
kinda konusurken ya da memleket meseleleri konusunda
dertlesirken gérmek hi¢ de sasirtic1 degildi. Ayrica pazar
giinleri havuz basinda diizenlenen agik biife yemek orga-
nizasyonlar ¢cok ragbet gériiyor, tiim Istanbul sosyetesi
ve ig diinyasi bu etkinliklerde bir araya geliyordu.'!

Hilton istanbul, kisiler icin oldugu kadar, kuruluslar ve
sirketler i¢cin de ideal bir bulusma mekaniydi. Bir¢gok ku-
liip ve dernek, diizenli toplant:1 ve yemeklerini Hilton’da
gerceklestirmeyi hem pratik nedenlerle, hem de prestij
acisindan tercih etmekteydi. Baz1 kuliiplerin toplantilar:
artik Hilton'’la o kadar 6zdeslesmisti ki, adeta otelin rutin
operasyonlarindan biri haline gelmisti. istanbul Rotary
Kuliibii’niin otelin a¢ildid: giinden bu yana 55 yildir her
sali1 gerceklestirdigi 6gle yemedgi, bu biitiinlesmenin en
iyi érneklerinden biriydi.

pecially welcomed by the ladies since it provided them
the opportunity to have their five o’clock meetings outside
during summer.

According to Vefa Zat, the swimming pool was visited most-
Iy by the jet set. It was the popular artists’ favored spot for
sunbathing. Goéniil Yazar, Ajda Pekkan and Glinseli Basar
were regulars of the pool.’ Almost all the leading business-
men of the city were there on Saturday afternoons.’’ Ce-
lebrities such as Ali Riza Carmikli, Ayhan Sahenk, Kerim
Kerimol, Vitali Hakko, Erol Simavi, Erciiment Karacan, Hal-
dun Simavi, Oktay Duran, Mehmet Taviloglu, Hasan Cansiz,
Aykut Hamzagil, Erdogan Demiréren, KAmuran Sertel, Erol
Sabanci, Sami Malaz and Vural Gokgayl often visited the
pool lounge area during summer months. In fact, they were

not that interested in sunbathing. The businessmen would
often sit by the pool and talk about business or share opin-
ions on country’s current issues. The open buffets held at the
swimming pool area on Sundays also attracted great inter-
est and gathered the Istanbul jet set and business scene.!

Hilton Istanbul was not only a social hotspot, but also an
ideal venue for corporate and association meetings and
events. Numerous clubs and associations chose Hilton for
their regular meetings and dinners because of both the
facilities and the prestige of the hotel. Some of these ac-
tivities became a part of hotel’s weekly operations. The
Rotary Club Istanbul is a perfect case in point, since the
club has been holding its reqular Tuesday lunches at the
hotel for the last 55 years.




Bir lezzet

duragi:
Hilton

ilton, 55 yillik ge¢misi boyunca her yo6-
Hm’iyle Istanbul’a yon veren bir otel oldu.

Sundugu hizmet kalitesi ve yaraticilidiyla
her zaman yol agan, énciiliikk eden, standartlan
belirleyen, lider bir rol iistlendi. Otel biinyesin-
deki restoran ve barlar da bu misyonun disinda
kalmayarak, kentin yeme ve eglence kiiltiiriine
yadsinamaz katkilar sagladi. Denebilir ki Hil-
ton Istanbul, o gine kadar liikks restoranlarin
meniilerine oldukc¢a dar bir cercevede Tiirk ve
Fransiz yemeklerinin hitkmettigi ve geleneksel
sunumlarin neredeyse tek kural kabul edildigi
Istanbul’da yeme-i¢me kiiltiiriinii yeniden sekil-
lendirerek, kente bu alanda yepyeni bir soluk
getirdi.

stop:, Hilton

f 55 years, Hilton has been a
1 Istanbul in every way. With
d creativity, Hilton opened
defined the standards. The
hotel were also part of this
e contributions to the city’s
ilture. In Istanbul, where the
durants had been dominated by
Wkish and French cuisine and tra-

. esentation were accepted as the rule,

" Hilton shap drink trends in Istanbul and brought

.,‘ ey breath of fre o the city.




Hilton Istanbul’un igerisinde ¢ok sayida restoran ve bar mevcuttu. Bunlarin
en biiyiigii olan Terrace Restaurant ayn1 zamanda balo salonu olarak da
kullaniliyordu.

Hilton Istanbul had many restaurants and bars. The Terrace Restaurant was

the biggest of these and doubled as a ballroom.

Hilton istanbul’un acildigr 1950’1li yillarda, denilebilir
ki kentteki liiks restoranlarin hemen tamam Fransiz
ve Tirk mutfaklarinin egemenligi altindaydi. Abdullah,
Park Otel Restorani, Kervansaray ve Pandeli, miisteri-
lerine sik bir ortamda hizmet sunan restoranlardan sa-
dece birkaciydi. Bunlarin disinda kentteki bircok resto-
randa kaliteli yemek bulmak miimkiindii; ancak bunla-
rin ¢odu miisterilerine fazla iddiali olmayan, miitevazi
ortamlarda hizmet vermekteydi.! Ayrica kentte heniiz
yerlesik bir bar kiiltiirii olusmamisti. En liikks restoran-
larda bile ¢ok az sayida i¢ki segenedi vardi. Geleneksel
mevyhaneler bir yana birakilacak olursa, farkh icki ve
kokteyl secenekleriyle miisterilerine giiniin herhangi
bir saatinde rahat bir ortamda i¢kisini yudumlama ola-
nad1 saglayan ortamlarin sayisi, belki bir elin parmak-
larindan bile azda.
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Acildiktan sonra kentteki otelcilik anlayisina yepyeni
boyutlar kazandiran Hilton, yeme-i¢gme alaninda kendi
mutfak, sunum ve servis kiiltiiriinii de beraberinde ge-
tirmisti. Hilton, kentteki diger otellerden farkh olarak,
Fransiz mutfaginin en sofistike lezzetlerinin yaninda, mé-
niisiinde Amerikan damak tadina hitap eden hamburger
ve milkshake gibi se¢ceneklere de yer vermekteydi.?
Hem bu cesitliligi saglamak, hem de Hilton zincirinin
yeme-icme alamindaki standartlarini istanbul’a tasimak
icin, mutfaktaki seflerin ve barmenlerin cogu Fransa, is-
vigre ve italya’dan getirilmisti.?

Ne var ki, Hilton’un bu yenilik¢i tavrinin istanbul’ daki tiim
kesimlerce hemen kabul gérdiigiini séylemek miimkiin
degildi. Hatta yenilikten fazla hoslanmayan muhafazakar
damak sahipleri, Hilton’da karsilastiklar: “yeni icatlar”

«+++@ Hilton Istanbul’un bol 6diillii mutfad ilk yillarda
biiyiik oranda yabanci seflere teslim edilmisti.

Hilton Istanbul’s kitchen received many awards and
was directed predominantly by foreign chefs during
the first years.

Hilton Istanbul, otelcilikte oldugu gibi yemek
alaminda da sektoriine 6nemli katkilar sagladi.

Hilton Istanbul made important contributions to
the food sector as it did to hotel management.

During the 1950s when Hilton Istanbul started to operate,
it could be said that almost all the luxury restaurants in
the city were dominated by French and Turkish cuisines.
Abdullah, Park Hotel Restaurant, Kervansaray and Pandeli
were just some of the restaurants that served their cus-
tomers in an elegant atmosphere. Apart from these, it was
possible to find quality food in a number of restaurants in
the city; however, most of them served their customers in
a modest décor.! Along with that, the bar culture of the city
was not established enough. There were very few drink
selections even in the most luxurious restaurants. Leav-
ing aside traditional taverns, there was a small number of
places that provided their customers a large selection of
drinks and cocktails in a comfortable environment where
they could sip their drink at any hour of the day.

After its opening, Hilton created a new understanding of
hotel management and brought its own cuisine, presenta-
tion and service culture to the food & drink sector. Along
with the most sophisticated tastes of the French cuisine,
Hilton offered selections such as hamburgers and milk-
shakes that appealed to the American palate.? In order to
offer this variety and carry the food & drink standards of
the Hilton chain to Istanbul, most of the chefs and bartend-
ers in the kitchen were brought in from France, Switzer-
land and Italy.®

On the other hand, it was hard to say that Hilton’s innova-
tive style was readily accepted by all segments in Istan-
bul. In fact, those who hardly welcomed innovations and
had conservative palates used these “new inventions” as
a pretext to heap disdain on Hilton, even though they did
not openly criticize them. For instance, Refii Cevat Ulunay,
a veteran writer who apparently found the meals, the lunch
plan and the waiters’ uniform strange, was among the in-
vited guests of the lunch that was held on the day of the
hotel’s opening. The next day, in the review he wrote for
his newspaper column, he announced that he agreed with
Marquis Boni De Castellane who argued that the French
cuisine and service was the best in the world:

I took a look at the silver-threaded list (menu):

“Eastern breeze goose liver from Strasbourg.”
That’s going to be delicious. “Poultry fragrance.”
I'm purse-lipped. “Mimosa salad.” God forbid...
“Bosphorus strawberries with curacao,” “Offi-
cial opening cake with whole nuts,” coffee, wine,
champagne, Martell cognac, raspberry liqueur...

Among these items, “Poultry fragrance” is what
we call chicken broth. “Mimosa salad” is radish
sliced in a lettuce salad. The strawberries are not
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aciktan agiga elestirmeseler bile, zaman zaman Hilton’a
dudak bitkmenin bir gerekcesi olarak da kullanmaktay-
dilar. Ornegin acilis giinii verilen ziyafetin davetlilerin-
den biri olan ve hem yemekleri, hem de yemek diizenini
ve garsonlarin kiyafetlerini biraz yadirgadig: anlasilan
usta yazar Refii Cevat Ulunay, ertesi giin késesinde yap-
t191 degerlendirmede, Fransiz mutfaginin ve servisinin
diinyanin en iyisi oldugunu éne siiren Marquis Boni De
Castellane’1 hakli buldugunu séyle ilan ediyordu:

Sirma piiskiillii listeye (moniiye) bir gbz attim:

“Strazburg’un sabd riizgarl kaz cigeri.” Nefis ola-
cak... “Kiimes hayvanlari rayihasi.” Dudagim bii-
kiildii... “Mimoza salatasi.” Allah korusun... “Ku-
rasolu Bogazici cilekleri”, “Iri findik taneli resmi
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+++-@® Hilton’un restoranlari bugiine degin ¢cok sayida iinlii
misafir agirladi. Cumhurbaskani Celal Bayar bunlardan
biriydi.
The restaurants of Hilton have hosted numerous famous
guests. President Celal Bayar was also among them.

kiisad [acilis] pastasi”, kahve, sarap, sampanya,
Martel konyagdi, ahududu likéri. ..

Saydigim isimlerden “Kiimes hayvanlari rayihasi”
bildigimiz tavuk suyudur. “Mimoza salatas1” ise bir
yaprak salatanin icine rendelenmis kirmizi turptur.
Cilekler ise Bogazici degil, Bogaz disi, yani halis
Eregli’dir. “Resmi kiisad pastasi”nda iri findik ara-
dim, bulamadim.

Beni sasirtan bir sey de, lokantada hizmet eden-
lerin kiyafetleri idi. Eteksiz kisa yesil ceket, siyah
pantolonlular garsonlardi. Acik gri ceketliler icki
ile mesqgul oluyorlardi. Bunlarin haricinde yesil
yaka beyaz ceketliler, tepeden tirnaga beyaz giyi-
nenler, kirmizi lizerine sari seritli cepkenliler, yine
tepeden tirnaga siyahlilar... Elbette bunlarin ayri
ayri1 vazifeleri olacakti. Amerikan servisi Fransiz
servisinden ne kadar farkli.

Marki Boni do6 Kastellan, “Amerika’y1 Nasil Kesfet-
tim?” adl1 kitabinda Fransiz kuzininin ve servisinin
biitiin diinya yemeklerine miireccah [tercih edilir]
oldugunu iddia eder. Galiba hakli...*

Yazar-cevirmen-gazeteci zzet Sedes de, Refii Cevat Ulu-
nay gibi, yemek isimlerinin anlasilmazhdindan sikayet
edenlerden biriydi. Cogu Isvicreli olan ve Tiirkce di-
sinda her dili konusan sef garsonlarla yasanan anlasma
zorluklari da, Sedes’e goére Hilton’un nezih ortaminda
yemek yemenin bedellerinden biriydi:

Bogaz’a nazir yemek salonuna vardiginiz zaman,
renk renk sirmali iiniformali dolasan birtakim in-

Yemeklerin nefaseti kadar sunumuna da biiyiik 6nem verilen Hilton’da
uygulanan servis standartlar1 her donemde sektoriine ornek teskil etti.

At Hilton, the presentation of the dishes was as important as their taste,

and the service standards that were applied there constituted an example
to the rest of the sector throughout the years.

from Bosphorus, but from another region, namely
Eregli. Ilooked for whole nuts in “the official open-
ing cake” but couldn’t find any.

What also struck me were the uniforms of those
serving in the restaurant. Those with short jackets
without tails and black trousers were the waiters.
The ones with light gray jackets were responsible
for the drinks. Apart from these, there were men
who wore white jackets with green collars, others
wearing white from top to bottom or short coats
with yellow on red ribbons and also others wear-
ing all black...Of course, they all have different
duties. How different is the American service from
the French.

In his book How I Discovered America, the Mar-
quis Boni de Castellane argues that the French

Ik agildigi yillarda
mutfak personeli gibi sef
garsonlar da ¢ogunlukla
Isvigreden getirtilmisti.

When the kitchen first
opened, its personnel
were mostly from
Switzerland like the
maitres d’hotel.

cuisine and service is preferable to all other world
cuisines. He may be right...*

The writer, translator and journalist [zzet Sedes was also
complaining about the incomprehensible food names like
Refii Cevat Ulunay did. Among the costs of eating in Hil-
ton’s decent atmosphere were the difficulties in communi-
cating with the head waiters, most of whom were Swedish
and spoke every language except Turkish:

When you arrive in the dining room overlooking
the Bosphorus, some people with multi-colored
and silver-threaded uniforms welcome you and
show you your seat. Among these uniformed, the
highest ranked are the ones with white jackets.
These are the head waiters and they certainly do
not know Turkish... If you don’t know any second
language, alas! In Hilton, one automatically thinks
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sanlar sizi karsilar ve oturacaginiz yeri tayin eder-
ler. Bu iliniformalilar arasinda en yaksek riitbeliler
beyaz ceketlilerdir. Bunlar sef garsonlardir; kati-
yen Tiirkce bilmezler... Sayet yabanci lisan bilmi-
yorsaniz vay basiniza gelenlere... Zaten Hilton’da
insan kendini gayriihtiyari yabanci diyarda zanne-
diyor, zira her tarafta herkes Tiirk¢eden baska her
lisani konusuyor. O kadar ki biz Tiirkler bile kapi-
dan iceri girince ana lisanimizdan baska her lisani
konusmaya cabaliyoruz da en son aklimiza gelen
Tiirk¢e oluyor.’

Diger taraftan Hilton’un, her konuda oldugu gibi, yeme-
icme konusuna da yeni standartlar getirdigi kesindi.
Bunlarin basinda giyim kusam zorunlulugu geliyordu. O
yillarda yemege ceketsiz kimse kabul edilmedigi gibi,
barda bir aperatif almak isteyenlerden kravat takmala-
11 da istenmekteydi. Hilton’da yemeklerin hazirlanmasi,
sunusu ve servisi, kesin kurallara tabiydi. Sofra diizeni,
en ¢ok 6nem verilen konulardan biriydi. 1950°li yillarda
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Tirkiye’de yemek kitaplarinin en bilinen ismi olan Ek-
rem Muhittin Yeden’in Sofra Tanzimi ve Adabi kitabinin
tamiiminda, yazarin aym zamanda Hilton’a danmismanlik
yaptigi 6zellikle vurgulamyor ve Hilton adeta bu alanda
bir referans olarak gésteriliyordu.® Hilton, daha ilk giin-
den, hizmet kalitesiyle Istanbul’un se¢cme restoranlari
arasinda istisnai bir yer edinmisti.

Otelde, ¢cok sayida yemek mekanm bulunmaktaydi. Yeni
acildig: dénemde otelin gurur duydugu mekénlarin ba-
sinda harika kubbesiyle Marmara Roof ve Sky Garden
geliyordu. Binanin en iist katinda yer alan bu mekanlar
Marmara Denizi ve BogJazici’'nin essiz manzarasi esli-
ginde konuklara yemek yeme ve dans etme olanagi
sunuyordu. Diger restoranlar zemin katindaydi. Burada
yaklasik 250 kisiye hizmet verebilen bir yemek ve dans
salonuyla (Sadirvan), hareketli bélmeler sayesinde bii-
yiyip kiiciiltillebilen yaklasik 600 kisilik bir esas yemek
salonu (Terrace Restaurant) bulunuyordu. Boylece top-
lam 850 kisiye aym1 anda yemek servisi yapilabiliyor-
du.”

«+++@ Hilton Istanbul’un ilk acildi§1 y1llarda en gosterigli

yemek mekanlarindan biri olan $adirvan.

Sadirvan, one of the most spectacular restaurant
spaces during the first years of Hilton Istanbul.

that he’s in a foreign country because everyone
talks every language except Turkish. So much so
that once we Turks enter through the door, we
strive to talk every language except our mother
tongue; the last thing that comes to our minds is
Turkish.’

On the other hand, like in any subject, it was certain that
Hilton defined the new standards for the food & drink sec-
tor. One of these standards concerned the dress code. In
these years, nobody was allowed to enter the dining room
without a jacket and those who wanted to have appetizers
in the bar before dinner were asked to weatr ties. In Hilton,
the preparation, presentation and service of food were
subject to strict rules. One of the most important issues
was table setting. During the 1950s, in the introduction of
the book “Table Setting and Dining Customs” by Ekrem
Muhittin Yedgen, one of the most well-known authors of
cook books in Turkey, it was particularly emphasized that
the writer worked as an advisor for Hilton, and is the hotel
was mentioned almost as a benchmark in the field.’ From
the first day, Hilton had an exceptional place within Istan-
bul’s restaurants of choice.

There were numerous dining areas in the hotel. When it
was newly opened, the Marmara Roof, with its beautiful
dome, and the Sky Garden were the places that the ho-
tel was most proud of. They were located at the top floor
of the building and gave the customers the opportunity to
eat and dance with a unique view of the Marmara Sea and
the Bosphorus. The other restaurants were on the ground
floor. At this floor, there was one dining hall that seated
250, a dance hall (Sadirvan) and the main dining room
(Terrace Restaurant) that seated 600 and could be en-

Yemegin yaninda dans ortami da sunan Roof Restaurant,
essiz manzarasiyla Hilton miisterilerinin gozdesiydi.

The Roof Restaurant did not only serve food, it also had a
dance floor, and with its unrivaled view it was the favorite
of the guests of Hilton Istanbul.

larged and narrowed using sliding partitions. In total, 850
people could be served simultaneously.”

When Hilton was opened, there was no separate ballroom
at the hotel. During banquet organizations, Terrace Res-
taurant was turned into a ballroom and the restaurant was
relocated to the lobby where it continued to provide ser-
vices. This became exhausting as the number of banquets
gradually increased and reached three-four times a week.
Later on, this problem was completely solved when Roof
Rotisserie opened, the main restaurant was relocated to its
new place and the ground floor restaurant was converted
into a permanent ball room. With its bright indoors that
had windows on all sides, and with its magnificent dome,
Sadirvan, which was the most splendid restaurant of Istan-
bul according to some, would have some alterations over
time and even be used as a Casino for a period.®




Hilton ilk acildiginda otelde miistakil bir balo salonu
bulunmuyordu. Ziyafet organizasyonu oldugu giinlerde
Terrace Restaurant balo salonuna doniistiiriiliiyor, res-
toran da lobiye tasinarak orada hizmet veriyordu. Zi-
yafetlerin sayisi zaman icinde giderek artip haftada 3-4
keze ulasinca, bu diizen oldukc¢a eziyetli bir hal almisti.
Bu sorun daha sonra Roof Rotisserie’nin a¢ilmasiyla ana
restoranin yeni mekanina taginmasi, zemin kattaki resto-
ranin da siirekli olarak balo salonuna déniistiiriillmesiyle
tamamen ¢oziilecekti. Her tarafi camli, aydinlik mekam
ve gorkemli kubbesiyle bazilarina gére Istanbul’un tar-
tismasiz en goésterisli restorani olan Sadirvan ise zaman
icinde bir¢cok degisiklige ugrayacak ve bir donem Casi-
no olarak kullanilacakti.’

Hilton, sik bir ortamda, harika bir manzara esliginde ka-
liteli bir yemek isteyen bireysel miisteriler kadar, biiyiik
davetler, is yemekleri ve resmi agirlamalar i¢in de ide-
al bir ortam sunuyordu. Istanbul’u ziyaret eden bircok
devlet adami, otelde konaklamasa bile, Hilton’da diizen-
lenen ziyafetlerle agirlaniyordu. Ayrica Hilton mutfaga,
disaridaki biiyiik davet ve organizasyonlar i¢in catering
hizmeti de sunuyordu. Bu tiir organizasyonlarda 6zellik-
le Hilton’un spesiyallerinden biri haline gelen déner, en
r%%bet goren yemeklerin basinda geliyordu.®

++++@® Otelin en biiyiik yemek alani olan Terrace Restaurant
yaz aylarinda disarida da hizmet veriyordu.

The largest dining area of the hotel, the Terrace
Restaurant had an outdoor extension during the
summer months.

Ik dénemlerinde Hilton Istanbulda ayn
anda 850 kisiye yemek servisi yapilabiliyordu.

During the first years, 850 dinner guests could
be simultaneously served at Hilton Istanbul.

Ornegin 1968 yilinda 29 Ekim Cumhuriyet Bayrami’mi da
icine alacak sekilde Tiirkiye’ye bes giinliik kapsaml bir
ziyaret diizenleyen Fransiz Devlet Baskam General De
Gaulle i¢cin Dolmabahce Sarayi’'nda diizenlenen resepsi-
yon, Hilton’un catering alanindaki basarisinin en ¢arpici
orneklerinden biriydi. Resepsiyon ic¢in Hilton’un Dani-
markal sefi istakozundan havyarina kadar tam 90 ¢esit
yemek hazirlamisti. Bunlar arasinda alaturka yemekte
“Biitiin Kuzu”, alafrangada ise “Biitiin Hindi” dikkat ¢e-
kiciydi. Ancak yemegin yildizi, her zaman oldugu gibi
donerdi. Bunun igin sarayin bahg¢esinde muazzam bir
doner ocadi kurulmus, sicak sicak ikram edilen déner-
ler yalmz De Gaulle ve beraberindeki Fransiz misyonu-
nun degil, biitiin protokoliin hoguna gitmigti.'°

Basbakan Siileyman Demirel’in ev sahipliginde verilen
davetin biifesi Hilton'un o dénemdeki Yiyecek icecek
Miidiirii Nezih Ohri’nin y6énetiminde hazirlanmis, ye-
mekler giimiis takimlarla sunulmustu. Devlet protokolii-
niin yam sira Istanbul’un en iinlii simalarim bir araya ge-
tiren 800 kisilik davete 1.100 kisinin gelmesi basta biraz
telasa yol actiysa da, yemek servisi hi¢cbir sorun ¢ikma-
dan basariyla gergeklestirilmisti. Biife o kadar zengindi
ki, kuyruk yaklasik bir buguk saat siirmiis, yemeklerin

1968 yilinda Fransa Devlet Bagkani Charles de Gaulle onuruna Dolmabahce
Sarayi’nda verilen davette Hilton’un hazirladig: yemek biifesi giinlerce

konusuldu.

The open buffet at the reception given in honor of the French President Charles
de Gaulle at the Dolmabahge Palace in 1968 was the talk of the town for days.

Hilton was providing an ideal environment not only for in-
dividual customers who wanted to have a quality meal in a
luxurious atmosphere along with a great view, but also for
large parties, business meals and formal banquets. Most
of the statesmen visiting Istanbul were entertained by the
banquets held at Hilton even if they did not stay at the ho-
tel. Moreover, the Hilton kitchen provided catering ser-
vices for large parties and organizations outside. In such
organizations, especially the doner, which became one of
Hilton’s specialties, was the most popular food.’

For instance, in 1968, French President Charles de Gaulle
came to Turkey for a five-day visit, which also included
the Republic Day on the 29th of October. The reception
held at the Dolmabahce Palace for the president was the
most outstanding example of Hilton’s success in catering.
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Hilton’s Danish chef prepared 90 varieties of food, from
lobster to caviar. Among these, “Whole Lamb” in a la tur-
ca foods and “Whole Turkey” in a la franca foods were es-
pecially popular. On the other hand, the star of the dinner
was the doner. For this purpose, a massive doner burn-
er was installed in the palace’s garden, and not only De
Gaulle and his French mission but also the whole protocol
were delighted by the hot-served déner."°

The buffet of the banquet hosted by Siileyman Demirel
was prepared under the direction of Nezih Ohri, the Food
& Beverage Manager of the time. The meal was served in
silverware. The banquet brought together the state pro-
tocol along with the most famous faces of Istanbul. At first,
the fact that 1,100 people came to the 800-guest banquet
created a little flurry, but the meal service was completed




++++@® Hilton Istanbul’un en gok be§enilen yeme-igme
mekanlarindan Altin Kubbe.

One of the favorite dining spots at Hilton Istanbul,

the Altin Kubbe.

Bir donem otelin bir dairesinde yasayan Goniil Yazar, Hilton’un
spesiyallerinden biri olan “Goniil” kokteyline de adini1 vermisti.

Goniil Yazar lived in one of the suites at the hotel for a period, and
“Goniil,” one of Hilton’s special cocktails, was named after her.

nefaseti yabanci davetliler arasinda en ¢ok konusulan
konu haline gelmisti. Pastadan yapilmis 1siklar icindeki
Eyfel Kulesi ile sekerden yapilmis Zafer Amt ise, da-
vetliler tarafindan sanki bir sanat eseri gibi hayranlikla
izlenmisti. Her ikisi de o kadar basariliydi ki, Demirel
ve De Gaulle, bu sanat eserlerinin sahibi olan usta as¢g1
Karl Hé6rmann’i salonun ortasina ¢agirip ayri ayr tebrik
etmiglerdi.!

Bu 6rnek, bir catering hizmetinin nasil bir ziyafete dé-
niigsebileceginin ve resmi bir davette ne kadar etkili
olabileceginin bir érnegdi olarak sonraki giinlerde de
konusulmaya devam etmisti. Ornegin De Gaulle’iin iil-
kesine doniisiiniin ardindan Milliyet gazetesinde bir de-
gerlendirme yapan iinli gazeteci Mehmet Ali Birand,
bu yemekten 6vgiiyle bahsedenlerden biriydi. Birand,
maliyeti ne olursa olsun, Tirkiye’nin tamtimi ve prestiji
acisindan boyle bir davetin hi¢cbir bedelle dl¢giilemeye-
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Sekiz ayri bardan igecek servisinin yapildig
Hilton, farkli zevklere hitap ederek kendi
miidavimlerini yaratti.

Eight different bars served drinks at Hilton,
creating their own regulars by catering to a
variety of tastes.

cek kadar kiymetli oldugunu kabul etmekteydi.'?

Hilton Istanbul, acildign giinden itibaren icki servisi ko-
nusunda da Istanbul’da kendi modasim yaratmisti. Otel-
de sekiz ayr1 bar bulunmaktaydi. Bunlarin cogunda ya-
banci yoéneticiler gérev yapmaktaydi. Buralarda gorev
alan tecriibeli barmenler ise gésterisli sunumlar ve ba-
zilan kendi buluslar: olan kokteyllerle de amilmaktayda.
Bir dénem ¢ok moda olan kokteyller genellikle otantik
ve seksi adlarla anmilirdi. “Great Gatsby”, “Sexy Girl”,
“Creamy Lollipop”, “Midnight Hot”, “Dreamy Baby-
doll”, “Pink Lady”, “First Night” ve “Aloha” bunlardan

bazilarnydi.

Baz1 kokteyller de, miisterileri giilimsetmeye yoénelik,
esprili adlar tasiyordu. “No Thank You” ile “Why Not”
bunlardan ikisiydi. Uzun yillar Hilton’da barmenlik ya-
pan Vefa Zat’a gore “No Thank You” kokteyli, adindan
da anlasilacag: gibi, para harcamasini sevmeyen yaban-
c1 konuklar icin 6zel olarak hazirlanmsti. Icki soruldugu
zaman, “Hayir, tesekkiir ederim” yamti veren miisteri-
lere hemen bu kokteyl ikram ediliyordu. itiraz edenlere
de, “Ama siz ‘No Thank You’ istediniz” yanti veriliyor-

without any incident. The buffet was so rich that the queue
lasted for one and a half hour and the excellence of the
food became the most popular subject among the guests.
The Eiffel Tower cake decorated with lights, and the Arc
de Triomphe, which was made of candy, were appreciated
by the guests as if they were art works. Both of them were
so masterfully made that Demirel and De Gaulle called the
creator of the art work, master chef Karl Hérmann, to the
hall and congratulated him.!!

In the following days, this reception continued to be talk-
ed about as the perfect example showing how a catering
service could turn into a feast and be impressive during
a formal banquet. For instance, after the departure of De
Gaulle, the famous journalist Mehmet Ali Birand, who
wrote a review in Milliyet, was among the people who
praised the banquet. Birand admitted that whatever the
cost, such a banquet was invaluable for Turkey’s promo-
tion and prestige.'?

Hilton Istanbul created its own trends for drink service in
Istanbul from the day it opened. There were eight sepa-
rate bars in the hotel. Foreign managers directed most of
them. Experienced bartenders in these bars were known
for their flashy presentations and cocktails, some of which
were invented by them. Some cocktails, which became
trendy for some time, were usually called by authentic and
sexy names. “Great Gatsby”, “Sexy Girl”, “Creamy Lol-
lipop”, “Midnight Hot”, “Dreamy Baby Doll”, “Pink Lady”,
“First Night” and “Aloha” were some of them.

Some cocktails had witty names that intended to make the
customers smile. “No Thank You” and “Why Not” were
two of them. According to Vefa Zat, one of the veteran

bartenders of Hilton, the “No Thank You” cocktail, as the
name suggested, was specifically prepared for foreign
guests who do not like to spend too much. When asked
about drinks, guests who answered “No, thank you,” were
immediately offered with this cocktail. Those who object-

ed got the answer, “But you asked for a "No Thank You.

If the customer continued to object, the “Why Not” cock-
tail was offered this time. This dialogue often made the
customer relax and ensured that the guest accepted the

cocktail that he was served.’®

Also among the specialties of the hotel were the cocktail
“Gontil,” which was created after Gonlil Yazar, the famous
singer and one of the most popular customers of Hilton,
and the cocktail “Karagdz,” which carried the name of
the Karagdz Bar and had the characters of Karag6z on its

special glass. Newcom-
ers were always served
with the “Welcome
Cocktail” in return
for the ticket they re-
ceived at the reception
desk. The “Welcome
Coffee,” which was
offered likewise in re-
turn for a ticket, was
served by the “Coffee
Beauties” who wore
traditional costumes
and worked in the
lobby.

The offering of the
“Welcome Coffee”




Otelin iist katindaki Roof Bar 1960’1 yillarda Istanbul’un
ilk diskotegi olan Cloud 9’a doniistiiriildii.

During the 60s, the Roof Bar on the top floor of the hotel
was converted into Cloud 9, the first discotheque in
Istanbul.

du. Sayet miisteri itirazim siirdiiriirse, bu kez kendisine
“Why Not” kokteyli sunuluyordu. Bu diyalog genellikle
misterinin gevsemesine yol acgiyor ve konugun kendi-
sine sunulan kokteyli sonunda kabul etmesini saghyor-
du.'®

Bunun disinda Hilton’un en gézde miisterilerinden Go-
niil Yazar’dan esinlenilerek yaratilmis “Goéniil” kokteyli,
Karagéz Bar’in adim tasiyan ve iizerinde Karagoz figiir-
lerinin bulundugu 6ézel bardaginda ikram edilen “Kara-
goz” kokteyli, otelin spesiyalleri arasindaydi. Otele yeni
gelen konuklara mutlaka, resepsiyondan verilen fis kar-
sihginda “Hos Geldiniz Kokteyli” sunulurdu. Aym sekil-
de fis karsihdinda konuklara ikram edilen “Hos Geldiniz
Kahvesi” ise lobide goérev yapan geleneksel kostiimlii
“Kahveci Giizelleri” tarafindan yapilip servis edilirdi.

Gelen miisterilere “Hos Geldiniz Kahvesi” ve “Hos Gel-

diniz  Koktey-
1li” sunulmasi,
otelin agildid:
ilk  glinlerden
kalma bir ge-
lenekti. Con-
rad  Hilton’un
Istanbul’da bu-
lundugu sirada kendisine kahve ve likér sunulmus ve
kahvenin Tiirk geleneginde kirk yillik hatir1 oldugu, li-
koriin de 6zellikle bayramlarda kahvenin yaninda ikram
edildigi anlatilmisti.* Conrad Hilton, bu anlatilanlan
otelcilik tecriibesinin verdigi kavrayisla derhal “Wel-
come Coffee” ve “Welcome Cocktail” uygulamasina
déniistiirmiis, kokteyl ikramim Hilton Istanbul’dan sonra
dinyadaki diger otellerinde de yayginlastirmisti. Bir Hil-
ton klasigi haline gelen bu uygulama, giiniimiizde halen
dinyanin dort bir késesindeki Hilton’larda devam edi-
yor.

Otelin en gézde barlarindan biri, harika manzarasiyla
Roof Bar’di. Vefa Zat'in tasviriyle teras katinda yer alan
Roof Bar, ultra liiks bir sekilde diizenlenmis, her déneme
ornek olabilecek bir gece kuliibiiydii. O yillarda 6zellik-
le yiiksek sosyete mensuplarinin ve istanbul’un elit ke-
siminin vazgeg¢ilmez mekanlarindan biriydi. Salonun lila
ve civit renkli minelerle islenmis, yildizh bir geceyi an-
diran kubbe seklinde bir tavani vardi. Yildizli kubbenin
tam altinda ve orkestranin 6niinde oval bicimli, parke
bir dans pisti bulunuyordu. Salonun, 6zellikle de pistin
aydinlatilmas1 mizige uygun bir sekilde yapiliyordu.
Slow parcalarda gayet los bir ortam yaratilirken, rumba
ve sambalarda pist tamamen aydinlatiliyordu.!s

Otele yeni gelen misafirlere Tiirk kahvesi ve kokteyl ikram
etmek Hilton Istanbul’un 6ncii uygulamalarindan biriydi.

One of the pioneering practices of Hilton Istanbul was
offering Turkish coffee and a cocktail to the newly arrived
guests.

and the “Welcome Cocktail” to the newly arrived cus-
tomers was a tradition that has existed since the opening
of the hotel. When Conrad Hilton was in Istanbul, he was
offered liqueur and coffee, and was told that one doesn’t
forget the coffee served for forty years, and that the li-
queur was served with coffee on the side especially dur-
ing holidays.'* With his experience in hotel management,
Conrad Hilton immediately started to put this into practice
with the “Welcome Coffee” and the “Welcome Cocktail”
treats, and expanded the offering of cocktails to hotels all
over the world after Hilton Istanbul. This practice, which
has become a Hilton classic, still continues in other Hiltons
in four corners of the world.

One of the most popular bars of the hotel was the Roof Bar
with its great view. According to Vefa Zat’s description,

Istanbulda baslayan
“Welcome Cocktail”
uygulamasi daha sonra
tiim diinyaya yayilarak
bir Hilton klasigi oldu.

The “Welcome Cocktail”
practice started in
Istanbul and later
spread around the globe
to become a Hilton
classic.

Karagoz Bar, 6zgiin tasarimiyla otelin en dikkat ceken
ve her zaman kalabalik olan mekanlarinin basinda
geliyordu.

With its original design, the Karagoz Bar was one of the
most striking and crowded venues of the hotel.

the Roof Bar located at the terrace was a night club that
was furnished in an ultra-luxurious way and could set an
example for all times. During these years, it was an indis-
pensible spot especially for the members of high society
and Istanbul’s elite circles. The hall had a dome-shaped
ceiling decorated with lilac and indigo-colored enamel
evoking a starry night. Right under the starry dome and
in front of the orchestra, there was an elliptical hardwood
dance floor. The lighting of the salon and especially of the
dance floor was in harmony with the music. A dim atmo-
sphere was created during the slow tracks, while the hall
was fully lit during rumbas and sambas.!’

During the summer season, the front and side doors were
opened, the orchestra and the portable dance floor were
taken outside and the entertainment continued there.




Yaz aylarinda salonun 6n ve yan taraflarindaki biitiin ka-
pilar aciliyor, orkestra ve portatif pist disar1 alinip eg-
lenceler disarida devam ediyordu. Ayrica terasin oteki
ucunda miistakil bir acik hava bar1 daha vardi. Gerekli
olmadigi hallerde servis dis1 tutulan bu mekan daha son-
ra yeniden diizenlenecek ve daha sonraki yillarda Roof
Rotisserie olarak hizmete girecekti. Roof Bar ise 60’larin
sonunda revizyondan gegerek Cloud 9 Disco adiyla bir
gece kuliibiine déniistiirillecekti. Istanbul’un ilk disko-
tedi olan Cloud 9 ilk giinden itibaren yillarca kapal gise
calisacak ve Istanbul’da disko barlar déneminin basla-
masina énciiliik edecekti.

Hilton barlar arasinda cok 6zel bir yeri olan Karagéz Bar
ise otelin zemin katinda, Terrace Restaurant’in yaninday-
di. Kavisli Amerikan barinda otuz civarinda bar taburesi
vardi. Altin varaklarla islenmis tavamindan nokta 1sik-

Mehmet Yasin

.......................................................................................

Lise caglarinda arkadaglarla Mag-
ka Parki’na gider, agaclarin altinda
oturup karsidaki Hilton’a bakarak
hayaller kurardik. Kimse yasakla-
mamistt ama, biz otele yaklasmaya
gekinirdik. Orasini baska bir iilke
sanirdik. Orada bes cayr icmek,
lokantalarinda yemek yemek, da-
vetler diizenlemek, garden partiler
vermek... Tiim bunlar statii ve
zenginlik semboliiydii.
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My friends and I would go to the
Magka Park when we were in high
school to sit beneath the trees, look at
Hilton abead and start daydream-
ing. We were afraid to approach the
hotel even though it wasn’t forbid-
den. We thought of it as another
country. Having five oclock teas,
eating in its restaurants, organizing
receptions, giving garden parties. ..
These were all symbols of status and
wealth. ..

larla aydinlatilan barin arka duvarinda, bes tane biiyiik
pano bulunmaktaydi. Gélge oyunu perdesini andiran
bu 1s1kl1 panolarda, Karagoz tiyatrosunun ana karakter-
leri yer almaktaydi: Hacivat, Karag6z, Beberuhi, Bekri,
Zenne ve Yahudi... Deve derisinden yapilmis Karago6z
takimlari, ortaoyunundan yetisme inli tiyatrocu Behzat
Butak’tan satin alinmigti.’® Ayrica girig bélimiiniin sag
tarafinda Bedri Rahmi Eyiiboglu’'nun devasa bir Istanbul
tablosu vardi. Bu bar o kadar tutmustu ki, insanlar igki-
lerini bazen barin cevresinde iki ii¢ sira yaparak ayakta
igiyorlard.

1960’11 yillarin sonlarina dogru otelde yapilan tadilatlar
kapsaminda Karagéz Bar kaldirilarak yerine tipik bir In-
giliz pub’in1 animsatan Pilsen Pub insa edildi. Vefa Zat’a
gore Pilsen Pub’in tasariminmi yapmakla goérevlendiri-
len mimar Ingiltere’ye giderek burada aylarca Ingiliz
pub’larini incelemis ve projesini orada elde ettigi bil-
giler 1s1ginda hazirlamisti. Pilsen Pub tiimiiyle ahsaptan
yapilmisti. Piyano miiziginin yapildign barda onceleri
sadece yabanci miizisyenler ¢alarken, daha sonra Tiirk-
ler de piyanonun basina gegeceklerdi. Bunlarin basin-
da, sonra sohreti yakalayacak olan Ferdi Ozbegen gel-
mekteydi.!?

Pilsen Pub’da miisterilere az sayida yemegin yam sira,
ozel olarak hazirlanmis dev rozbif sandvigler ve ortasi-

Karagé6z Bar sonraki yillarda yerini ingiliz pub tarzinda tasarlanmig olan Pilsen Pub’a
birakti. Bu 6zgiin mekan da kisa zamanda kendi miidavimlerini yaratti.

In later years, the Karagoz Bar was replaced by the Pilsen Pub, which was decorated,

as its name implies, in the style of a British pub. This original place also created its own
cast of regulars in a short time.

Moreover, at the other end of the terrace there was a sepa-
rate open air bar. This area, which was kept out of service
when not needed, was renovated afterwards and came
into service as the Rotisserie Bar in later years. The Roof
Bar was renovated at the end of the 60s and turned into a
night club called the Cloud 9 Disco. The first discotheque
of Istanbul, the Cloud 9 was a full house from its first day
and led the way for the era of disco bars in Istanbul.

Having a special place among the Hilton bars, the Karagoz
Bar was located at the ground floor of the hotel, next to the
Terrace Restaurant. The arched American bar had around
thirty stools. There were five large panels on the rear wall of
the bar, which were illuminated with tap lights on the gold-
decorated ceiling. On these lighted panels that resembled
the shadow play curtain, there were the main characters of
the Karagoz theater: Hacivat, Karagoz, Beberuhi, Bekri, Ze-
nne and Yahudi... The Karagéz set made of camel leather

Hilton Istanbul’un
restoran ve barlarinda
¢alan pek ¢ok miizisyen
biiyiik iine kavustu.

Many musicians who
performed at Hilton’s
restaurants and bars
later became very
famous.

was bought from the famous actor Behzat Butak who had
been trained in traditional Turkish theater.'® Furthermore,
a colossal painting by Bedri Rahmi Eyiiboglu was on the
right side of the entrance. This bar was so trendy that
sometimes people were having their drinks while standing
in two or three rows around the bar.

Towards the end of the 60s, the Karag6z Bar was removed
and the Pilsen Pub, which evoked a typical English pub,
was constructed as part of the alterations in the hotel. Ac-
cording to Vefa Zat, the architect responsible for making
the design of the Pilsen Pub went to England, examined the
English pubs for months and prepared his project in line
with the information he collected. The Pilsen Pub was en-
tirely constructed in wood. Piano music was played at the
bar, and initially only foreign musicians came on stage, but
afterwards Turks also sat at the piano. First among these
was Ferdi Ozbegen, who became famous afterwards."”




na minik bir mangal yerlestirilmis fondii tabaklar sunul-
maktaydi. Barda her tiirlii icki bulunmakla birlikte bura-
s1 bir pub oldugundan en ¢ok tiiketilen i¢ki fi¢1 birasiyd.
Pilsen Pub, konsept ve tasarimiyla, bircok bakimdan 6r-
nek teskil etmis bir bard. C")rnegin istanbul barlarinda
“Happy Hour” uygulamas: da ilk kez burada baslatil-
mistl. “Happy Hour” her aksam 17:00 ile 19:00 saatleri
arasinda uygulaniyor ve bu saatler arasinda miisterilere
yarl yarya indirim yapiliyordu. “Happy Hour” sonraki
yillarda Istanbul’daki hemen biitiin barlarda uygulan-
maya baslanacakti.

Pilsen Pub’in bir uzantis1 da Pilsen Bahc¢e Bar’di. Bu bar,
otelin acildign ilk yillarda buz pateni olarak diizenlenen
alan iizerine kurulmustu. Bir cadir kogkii havasin tasi-
yan Bahce Bar da, Pilsen Pub gibi saat 16:00’da hizmete
aciliyor ve kisa zamanda doluyordu. Burada yer alan fis-
kiyeler, 6zellikle sicak yaz giinlerinde bahgeye tath bir
serinlik veriyordu.

Otelin en gézde mekanlarindan bir digeri ise Lalezar
Bar’di. Otelin ilk acildid yillarda Sark Kosesi olarak dii-
zenlenen bu mekan daha sonra bir Amerikan bar ilave-
siyle Lalezar Bar’a déniistiiriillmiistii. Yaz aylarinda teras
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Hilton'un imza attig1 pek ¢ok
yenilikten biri de “Happy
Hour” uygulamasiydh.

“Happy Hour” was one of
the novelties introduced by
Hilton.

kismi da hizmete sokulan bar ¢ok tutulmus, 6zellikle saat
yediden sonra rezervasyonsuz yer bulunmaz olmustu.
Istanbul barlarinda defile diizenleme uygulamasimn
onciisii de burasiydi. Lalezar Bar’in spesiyali, minyatiir
nargilelerde hazirlanarak sunulan ‘“Nargile Kokteyli”
idi. Turistler bunu o kadar ilgin¢ buluyorlard: ki, genel-
likle nargileyi de beraberlerinde gétiirmek istiyorlardi.
Onceleri hatira amach olarak miisterilere iicretsiz sunu-
lan bu nargileler, artan talep karsisinda dileyenlere iic-
retle satilmaya baslanacakt:.!®

Hilton Istanbul’un gerek restoranlari, gerek barlari, otel
acildiktan sonra kendi miidavimlerini yaratmisti. Bun-
larin bir kismu, kisilikleri ve yasamlariyla her dénemde
ilgi cekmis kisilerdi. Ornegin giizelligiyle iinlii Benli
Belkis, ad1 belki de Hilton barlariyla en cok 6zdeslesmis
isimlerden biriydi. Yasantisinin biyiik béliimiini yurtdi-
sinda gecirmis, Paris’e, Londra’ya gittiginde gazetelerin
“Tiirk incisi geldi” diye manset attign, Kral Gustav, Kral
Reiner, Kral Faruk ve daha nicesinin yakin dostlugu-
nu kazanms bir isim olan Benli Belkis, 1950’li yillarda
Istanbul’un, hatta diinya sosyetesinin en iinlii simalarin-
dan biriydi.'®

++-+@® Hilton’un havuzu yaz aylarinda 6zel
etkinlikler i¢in tercih edilen bir mekanda.

Poolside was the venue of choice for
special events during the summer
months.

At the Pilsen Pub, customers were served a limited num-
ber of meals, specially prepared large roast beef sand-
wiches and fondue plates with a small grill in the middle.
Although there were all kinds of drinks in the bar, the most
consumed drink was draft beer since this was a pub. With
its concept and design, the Pilsen Pub was a bar that set an
example in many respects. For instance, among Istanbul
bars, “Happy Hours” started here for the first time. The
“Happy Hours” were held from 5 pm to 7 pm and during
these hours there was a fifty percent discount for custom-
ers. “Happy Hours” started to be held in almost every bar
in Istanbul in the following years.

One extension of the Pilsen Pub was the Pilsen Bahc¢e Bar.
This bar was constructed on top of an area formerly orga-
nized as an ice skating ring in the first years of the hotel.
Having the air of a tent pavilion, the Bah¢e Bar was opened
at 4 pm like Pilsen Pub and got full in a short period of
time. The sprinklers provided the garden with a pleasant
cool during the hot summer days.

One of the most popular areas of the hotel was the Lalezar
Bar. This place, formerly organized as Sark Késesi (Orien-
tal Corner) on the first days of the hotel, was turned into
the Lalezar Bar with the installation of an American Bar. Its
terrace was opened during the summer season, and the
bar became so popular that after 7 pm it was impossible to
find a seat without a reservation. The pioneer of the fashion
shows in Istanbul bars was this place. The specialty of the
Lalezar Bar was the “Nargile Cocktail” prepared in min-
iature hookahs. Tourists found it so interesting that they
wanted to take away the hookah with them. These hookahs,
which were given to the customers for free in the beginning,
started to be sold because of the increasing demand."®

Hilton’un bar ve restoranlarinda canli miizigin yani sira
folklor ve oryantal dans gosterileri de yapiliyordu.

Besides live music, there would be folk dances and
oriental dance shows at Hilton’s bars and restaurants.

Both restaurants and bars of Hilton Istanbul started to have
their own regulars. Some of these people always attracted
attention because of their personality and lifestyle. For ex-
ample, Benli Belkis, who was famous for her beauty, was
the name people associated with the Hilton bars the most.
Benli Belkis, who spent most of her life in foreign coun-
tries, whose visits to London and Paris were announced
by newspapers with headlines such as “the Turkish pearl
has arrived” and who earned the close friendship of King
Gustav, King Reiner andKing Faruk, was one of the most
famous faces of Istanbul and even of the world jet-set dur-
ing the 50s."

Along with Benli Belkis, Pola Moralli, Neriman Kéksal, Ay-
han Isik, Cahit Irgat, Miicap Ofluoglu, Umit Yasar Oguzcan,




Ayhan Isik, 6zellikle Roof Bar’in miidavimi olan
pek cok iinlii isimden biriydi.

Ayhan Isik was one of the many famous regulars

of the Roof Bar.

Benli Belkis disinda Pola Moralli, Neriman Kéksal, Ayhan
Isik, Cahit Irgat, Miicap Ofluoglu, Umit Yasar Oguzcan,
Alev Korur, vergi rekortmeni isadami Yiiksel Titanoglu,
Abrakadabra, Mosy6 Dafnidis, Sadi Pekerol ve komed-
yen Celal Sahin, Roof Bar’in miidavimleri arasinda ani-
lan isimlerdi.

Karag6z Bar’in en renkli simalarindan biri, Cumhuriyet
gazetesinin sahibi ve bagyazar1 Nadir Nadi Bey’di. Bar
sohbeti acildigi zaman c¢evresini hemen 8-10 kisinin
cevreledigi Nadir Nadi gibi “Tas Bebek” lakapli Goniil
Yazar da bu barin en ¢ok ilgi ¢eken isimleri arasinday-
di. Barnin diger midavimleri arasinda Erol Simavi, Hal-
dun Simavi, Erciiment Karacan, Adnan Oguzman, Ferruh
Kunter, Ali Riza Carmikl, Sadi Pekerol, sigortaci Alev
Korur, Cahit Irgat, Umit Yasar Oguzcan, Orhan Boran,
Umit Deniz, BJK’un unutulmaz 10 numaras: Birol Peker
ve Misir Krali Faruk’un hanedanindan Prenses Elizabeth
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gibi isimler yer aliyordu.?

Pilsen Pub’in miidavimleri arasinda Ayhan Sahenk ve
Ali Riza Carmikh basi ¢cekerdi. Sonraki yillarda iinlii bir
manken ve film yildiz1 olan Giingér Bayrak, bu barda
servis hostesi olarak gérev yaparken bir giin Vitali Hak-
ko tarafindan kesfedilmis ve Hilton’da diizenlenen bir
defilede manken olarak podyuma c¢ikarilmisti. Bu olay,
Gilingor Bayrak’: kisa zamanda iinli bir yi1ldiz haline ge-
tirecek olan siirecin baslangici olmustu.?

Lalezar Bar’in en siki miidavimlerinden biri Erol Simavi
idi. Simavi, 6gle rakisini mutlaka burada igerdi. Ne var ki
gazetelerini satip Isvicre’ye yerlestikten sonra, bir daha
Lalezar Bar’da goériinmez oldu. Bu ayrilik tam 11 yil stirdii.
Sonra yeniden Istanbul’a geldiginde, ilk is olarak bardaki
yerini alip yine bir raki istedi. Rakisi, tam sevdigi sekilde,
icine birka¢ yaprak maydanoz konularak hazirlanmisti.
Biiyiik bir saskinhik icinde, “Nasil oldu da unutmadinmiz ne
ictigimi” diyen Simavi’'nin goézlerinden dékiilen yaslar,
hi¢ siphesiz nostaljik bir duygusalligin gostergesiydi.
Hilton Oteli, miisterilerle arasindaki bagin ne kadar derin
olabilecegini bir kez daha goéstermisti.

Ayhan Sahenk, Ali Riza Carmikli, Erdogan Demiréren,
Mete Has, Orhan Boran, Ajda Pekkan, Kemal Bisalman,
Orhan Tiirel, Hasan Kazankaya ve Rafael Memi, Lalezar
Bar’in diger unli miidavimleriydi. Devlet adam Biilent
Ulusu, yaz aylarinda Lalezar Bar'in teras boéliimiinde
oturmay1l ¢ok severdi. Birgok gazetenin basyazar ve
kose yazarlan haftada en az ii¢ dort kez saat bes gibi
Lalezar Bar’da bulusur ve bir seyler icerken birka¢ saat
kendi aralarinda kulis yaparlardi. Giineri Civaoglu, Ya-
sar Kemal, Altan Oymen ve Cetin Altan gibi isimler, za-

++++@® Zaman zaman Hilton’da sahne alan Ajda Pekkan ayni
zamanda otelin sadik miisterileri arasindayda.

Ajda Pekkan would occasionally perform at Hilton,
and she was also a regular guest of the hotel.

Alev Korur, Yiiksel Titanoglu (a businessman and one of
the highest tax payers), Abrakadabra, Mésy6é Dafnidis,
Sadi Pekerol and the comedian Celal Sahin were among
the regulars of the Roof Bar.

One of the most interesting visitors of the Karagéz Bar was
Mr. Nadir Nadi, the owner and editor-in-chief of Cumhu-
riyet. Along with Nadir Nadi, who was encircled by 8-10
people when the bar conversation started, Goénilil Yazar,
nicknamed “Baby Doll” was among the ones who drew the
most attention. Other regulars of the bar included Erol Si-
mavi, Haldun Simavi, Erciiment Karacan, Adnan Oguzman,
Ferruh Kunter, Ali Riza Carmikli, Sadi Pekerol, Alev Korur,
Cahit Irgat, Umit Yasar Oguzcan, Orhan Boran, Umit Deniz,
Birol Peker (the legendary number 10 of Besiktas) and
Princess Elizabeth from the dynasty of Faruk, the King of

Egypt.”

Ayhan Sahenk and Ali Riza Carmikli were regulars of the
Pilsen Pub. In later years, the famous model and actress
Giingor Bayrak was discovered here by Vitali Hakko when
she was working as a service hostess and she modeled in a
fashion show held in Hilton Istanbul. This incident was the
beginning of a process which transformed Glingér Bayrak
into a famous star.?

Erol Simavi was one of the regulars of the Lalezar Bar. Si-
mavi always drank his lunch raki there. After he sold his
newspapers and moved to Switzerland, however, he was
never seen again at the Lalezar Bar. This separation lasted
11 years. When Simavi returned to Istanbul, the first thing
he did was to sit on his usual stool at the bar and ask for a
glass of raki, which came prepared exactly as he liked it,
with a few leaves of parsley in it. Greatly surprised, Simavi
couldn’t help asking, “How come you haven’t forgotten
how I like my drink?” and shedding a few tears, clearly
the sign of a sentimentality caused by nostalgia. Hilton had
once again demonstrated how deep the attachment be-
tween the guests and the hotel could be.

Ayhan Sahenk, Ali Riza Carmikli, Erdogan Demiréren, Mete
Has, Orhan Boran, Ajda Pekkan, Kemal Bisalman, Orhan
Tiirel, Hasan Kazankaya and Rafael Memi were among the
famous regulars of the La-
lezar Bar. Biilent Ulusu liked
to sit in the terrace of the
Lalezar Bar during summer
months. Editors-in-chief
and columnists of most
newspapers met at the
Lalezar Bar three or four
times in a week at around
5 pm and lobbied while
having their drinks. Glineri
Civaoglu, Yasar Kemal,
Altan Oymen and Cetin
Altan were the leading
figures of these meetings,
which became almost tra-
ditional over time.??
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odasindan essiz Bogaz manzarasini sey-

rederken bir yandan da trompetiyle en
sevdigi sarki olan “When It’s Sleepy Time
Down South”u mirildanan Louis Armstrong,
notalarim Hilton Istanbul’a birakan sanatci-
lardan sadece bir tanesi. 55 yi1lik ge¢misi bo-
yunca diinyaca unli sayisiz miizisyene ev sa-
hipligi yapan Hilton, bu 6zelligiyle istanbul’un
miizik ge¢misinde hi¢ kuskusuz ¢cok énemli bir
yere sahip.

1 959 yilinin ilkbaharinda denize bakan

i T —

his favorite song
is one of m
ilto;

ve left their notes

roughout its historig of 55 years,
-famous m 5 a cen




++++@® Hilton Istanbul’da yabanci gruplarin yaninda Ismet Siral, Sitheyl Denizci, Serif

Unlii caz miizisyeni ismet Siral, uzun yillar

Yiizbasioglu ve Kanat Giir (solda) gibi miizisyenlerin gruplari da sahne aldi. orkestrasiyla birlikte Hilton’da sahne aldai.

Renowned jazz musician Ismet Siral and his
orchestra played at Hilton for many years.

Besides foreign groups, the groups of Turkish musicians such as Ismet Siral,

Siiheyl Denizci, Serif Yiizbasioglu and Kanat Giir (left) also performed at Hilton
Istanbul.

Hilton Istanbul’un miizikle bulusmasi, Haziran 1955’teki
gorkemli acilis kutlamalariyla basladi. Kutlamalar bo-
yunca otelde iki yabanci dans orkestrasi, giinler geceler
boyunca konuklara keyifli anlar yasatti. Bunlardan biri,
dokuz erkek miizisyen ve bir kadin solistten olusan Edu-
ardo Gadea Orkestrasi, digeri ise dort kisiden olusan
Claude Pali-Guestross Cigan Toplulugu’ydu. Eduardo
Gadea, Tiirkiye’den 6nce Liibnan, Misir, Portekiz, isviq:—
re ve Fransa gibi iilkelerde sahne almus, Latin miizidi ya-
pan bir topluluktu. Conrad Hilton, agilistan sonraki Kizi-
lay balosunda Ann Miller’le pistte harika rumba goésteri-
sini yaptiginda, sahnede bu orkestra ¢almaktaydi. Otel
yOnetimi, her iki toplulukla dérder aylik kontratlar yap-
mustl.! Ancak genellikle Sadirvan’da ve lobideki bes
caylarinda sahne alan Eduardo Gadea Orkestrasi otelin
konuklan tarafindan ¢ok tutuldugundan, orkestranin
s6zlesmesi defalarca uzatilacakti.

Hilton’un ilk yillarinda sahne alan orkestralarin tamami
yabanciydi. Yerli orkestralar, sadece 6zel ziyafetlerde
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¢alardi. Bu kural ilk bozan yerli grup, Tiirkiye’'nin en bii-
yiik cazcilarindan Ismet Siral oldu. 1961 yilindan itibaren
Hilton’da ¢almaya baslayan Siral’in kurdugu orkestramn
altyapisini Giinnur Perin (kontrbas), Ayhan Yunkus (pi-
yano) ve Turhan Eteke (davul) olusturuyordu.? Solistligi-
ni esas olarak Hayati Kafe’'nin yaptidi bu orkestra, zaman
zaman sahne alan Ayla Dikmen, Asu Maralman ve Oz-
demir Erdogan gibi isimlerin iinlenmesinde de énemli
pay sahibiydi. Hilton’'un kidemli barmenlerinden Vefa
Zat, Ozdemir Erdogan’in Hilton’da ilk sahne alisinmi séyle
anims1yor:

Lobide diizenlenen miizikli bir aksam cayiydl...
Ismet Bey, yaninda geng bir beyle Lobi Bar’a gel-
di. “Vefa, Ozdemir Bey biraz heyecanli, kendisini
biraz sakinlestiriver” dedi. Cekingenligi her halin-
den belli oluyordu. Sek bir viski verdim. Utanga¢
bir tavirla tereddiit etti biraz. Onun tedirginligini
goriince hemen kendime de bir viski hazirladim.
Barin icine ¢omelerek, “Iste béyle iceceksin” de-
yip fondipledim. O da aynisini yapt. Ikinci viskiyi
fondipledikten sonra bliyiik bir rahatlikla sahne-
deki yerini aldi; 6ylesine giizel soyledi ki, salonda
yer yerinden oynadi. Sesi, o dénemin en linli sar-
kicis1 Charles Aznavour’u aratmiyordu.®

1962’de orkestrasiyla isveg’e gitmek iizere Hilton’dan
ayrilan Ismet Siral, Sitheyl Denizci, Serif Yiizbasioglu,
Kanat Giir ve Onder Bali gibi dénemin en iyi miizisyen-
leri izledi. Bunlar arasindan Siiheyl Denizci, uzun yillar
Hilton'un iinli Sadirvan salonunda ve aksam ¢aylarinda
lobide c¢aldi. Serif Yiizbasioglu'nun orkestrasinda sahne
alan geng solist Senay ise daha sonra Hayat Bayram Olsa
adl 45’ligiyle s6hrete ulasti.

Hilton’s first encounter with music was at the splendid
opening ceremony in June, 1955. During these celebra-
tions, two foreign dance orchestras played for the cus-
tomers for days and nights. One of these was the Eduardo
Gadea Orchestra consisting of nine male musicians and
one female singer, and the other was Claude Pali-Gues-
tross Tzigane Ensemble formed by four members. Edu-
ardo Gadea was a band that played Latin music and
performed in countries such as Lebanon, Egypt, Por-
tugal, Switzerland and France before coming to Tur-
key. This orchestra was playing when Conrad Hilton
performed a magnificent rumba dance with Ann Mill-
er in the Red Crescent ball held after the opening. The
hotel management signed contracts with both bands
for four months.! Yet, the contract of Eduardo Gadea
Orchestra, which took stage in the Sadirvan and during
five o’clock teas, was extended several times thanks to
their popularity among hotel guests.

All the orchestras that performed at the hotel during the
first years of Hilton were from overseas. Local bands per-
formed only in special banquets. The first local band that
broke the rule was the band of Ismet Siral, one of the
best jazz musicians in Turkey. The orchestra founded

Hilton Istanbul, her donemde en iyi
miizisyenlerle calisirken, bir¢cok yetenekli
sanatgimin tammmasinda da rol oynadh.

Hilton Istanbul worked with the best musicians
in every period and paved the way to fame for
many talented musicians.



Hilton istanbul’da miizik yapan gruplarin en ilginglerinden biri de 1967 yilinda
Altin Mikrofon’u kazanan ve ¢ok gen¢ elemanlardan kurulu olan Mavi Cocuklar’di.

One of the most interesting groups to perform at Hilton Istanbul was the Mavi
Cocuklar, which was founded by very young musicians and won the Golden
Microphone award in 1961.

1960’1 yillarda Hilton’da sahne alan yerli gruplar ara-
sinda en ilgi ¢gekenlerden biri de énce Blue Boys adiy-
la inlenen, ama sonra adini Tiirkgeye ceviren Mavi
Cocuklar'di.* 1967°de Altin Mikrofon yarismasina De-
veli Daylar/Tamzara adli pargalariyla katilan ve samba-
swing-oryantal olarak tanimladiklar tarzlarnyla birinci
olan Mavi Cocuklar, yarismadan sonra Hilton'un Roof
Bar'inda sahne almaya baslamislardi. Altin Mikrofon
jirisinde oyunu Mavi Cocuklar’a vererek birinci olma-
larinda pay sahibi olan Sezen Cumhur Onal, bir dénem
biiyiik siikkse yaptiktan sonra sessiz sedasiz kaybolan
grup hakkinda sunlari amimsiyor:

1960’1 yillarda, Hilton Roof’'ta her aksam miizik
vardl. Mavi Cocuklar (Blue Boys) her gece dans
miizigi yapardi1. Cok siikseliydiler. Hiirriyet gaze-
tesinin yurt ¢capindaki “Altin Mikrofon” yarisma-
sinda birinci olmuslardi. Jiiride,
ben de oyumu onlara vermistim.
Birlikte sarkilar yaptik. Tiirk pop
miiziginin ilk kayitlarinda, onla-
rin da imzalar1 vardir. Dénemin,
yerkiiremizin sevilen sarkilari-
na yazdigim Tiirkce sézleri, so-
listleri Marten Yorgun ve Dincer
Erdogan’la, Hilton Roof’ta prova
ederdik. Hatta, hi¢ unutmam, Pep-
si Cola’nin Tiirkiye’'de ilk satisa
ciktigr giinlerde, reklam cingilini
da Blue Boys ve Tiirk popunun bii-
yiik y1ldiz1 Ayten Alpman’la birlik-
te Hilton Roof’ta hazirladik. Sonra
da bir sabah erken, Beyoglu’nda
Stiidyo Grafika’da kaydettik.’
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Mavi Cocuklar’1 iinlii yapan en énemli unsurlardan biri
de renkli sahne performanslariydi. Bakirkéy’'de ver-
dikleri bir konser sirasinda Develi Daylar sarkisindaki
sozlerle baglantih olarak Cadillac marka bir taksinin
iistiine baglayarak getirdikleri tahta deve, daha sonra
orkestranin simgesi haline gelmisti. Ayn1 Mavi Cocuk-
lar gibi, Hilton’da sahne aldig: siire boyunca yaptigi
sovlarla konuklarin kalbini fetheden bir baska grup
daha vardi: George Smith Orkestrasi. Orkestramin ku-
rucusu, Trinidadh kalipso ustas1 George Smith, gercek
bir sovmendi. Banana sarkisini séylerken sirtindaki kii-
feyle masalarin arasinda dolasip herkese muz ikram
eden miizisyen, miizigi ve danslariyla dinleyicilerin ka-
min1 kaynatirdi. Sanat¢inin, sahnede her seferinde biraz
daha algaltilan bir ipin altindan sirti yere degercesine
gecen kiz1 Sally de, esnekligi ve kivrakhidiyla izleyenle-
ri hayran birakirdi.®

by Siral started to perform in Hilton in 1961 and consisted
of Glinnur Perin (contrabass), Ayhan Yunkus (piano) and
Turhan Eteke (drums).? The orchestra, with Hayati Kafe as
the lead singer, also had a role in increasing the popu-
larity of names such as Ayla Dikmen, Asu Maralman and
Ozdemir Erdogan who performed occasionally. Vefa Zat,
Hilton’s veteran waiter, recalls Ozdemir Erdogan’s first
performance at Hilton:

It was an evening tea held at the lobby... Ismet
Bey came to the lobby with a young man. He said:
“Vefa, Mr. Ozdemir is a little nervous, calm him a
bit.” His timidity was obvious. I gave him a straight
whisky. He hesitated in a shy manner. As I saw his
anxiety I immediately filled a glass of whisky for
myself, too. Isquatted down the bar, said to him,
“That’s how you should drink,” and gulped down
the whiskey. He did the same. After he gulped
down his second glass of whiskey, he went on
stage with ease; he sang so beautifully that the hall
was shaken. His voice was as good as Charles Az-
navour’s, the most popular singer of the time.?

Ismet Siral, who left the Hilton in 1962 to go to Switzerland
with his orchestra, was followed by the best musicians of
the period, including Siiheyl Denizci, Serif Yiizbasioglu,
Kanat Giir and Onder Bali. Among these, Siiheyl Denizci
played at the famous Sadirvan and at the lobby during
evening teas for many years. Senay, the young singer who
came on stage with Serif Yiizbasioglu’s orchestra, later be-
came famous with her 7’ record “Hayat Bayram Olsa.”

Among the favorite local groups that performed at Hil-
ton during the 1960s was the famous Blue Boys, who later

i Marten

changed their name m - Yorgun
to its Turkish ver- ‘5 b
sion, Mavi Cocuklar.*
They started to per-
form at Hilton’s Roof Bar after participating in the Golden
Microphone Contest in 1967 with their song “Develi Day-
lar/Tamzara” and winning the contest thanks to their mu-
sical style, which they defined as samba-swing-oriental.
Sezen Cumhur Onal had also voted for Mavi Cocuklar as
a member of the Golden Microphone jury and so had a
part in their victory. He recalls the band, which became
very popular for a period of time and than disappeared
quietly:

During the 1960s, there was music at the Hilton Roof
every evening. Mavi Cocuklar (Blue Boys) played
dance music every night. They were so popular.
They got the first prize in Hiirriyet’s nationwide
“Golden Microphone” contest. I voted for them
when I was in the jury. We wrote songs together.
The first records of Turkish Pop bear their names.
We rehearsed the lyrics that I wrote for popular
songs of the time from all over the world with Mar-
ten Yorgun and Dinger Erdogan. I can’t forget the
time when Pepsi Cola began to be sold in Turkey,
and I prepared the jingle for the product’s ad with
Blue Boys and Ayten Alpman, the big star of Turk-
ish Pop, at the Hilton Roof. Then, one early morn-
ing, we recorded it at Stiidyo Grafika in Beyoglu.’

One of the things that brought fame to Mavi Cocuklar was
their lively stage shows. During a show in Bakirkdy, allud-
ing to the lyrics of their song “Develi Daylar”, they tied a
wooden camel to a Cadillac taxi, and the camel became
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Hilton, otelde devamli olarak sahne alan gruplar ka-
dar, burada konaklayan ve konser veren diinyaca iinlii
miizisyenlerle de adindan sik sik s6z ettirirdi. Bunlarin
gelmis gec¢mis en onemlilerinden biri, hi¢ kuskusuz
caz miiziginin devlerinden Louis Armstrong’du. Be-
raberindeki All Stars orkestrasi ile Avrupa’da yaptidi
turne kapsaminda 1959 Nisan’inda Tiirkiye'ye gelen
Armstrong’un istanbul’da 3 konser vermesi planlanmus-
t1. Bu konserlerin ilk ikisi 10-11 Nisan tarihlerinde Saray
Sinemasi’'nda, son konser ise 12 Nisan pazar giinii saat
21:00’de Hilton’un balo salonunda diizenlenecekti.

Hayat dergisinde yayimlanan bir réportajinda, gece-
leri miizik yapip giindiizleri uyudugu i¢in kendisinden
“yarasa adam” seklinde s6z edilen Armstrong, kente
geldikten sonra Hilton’daki odasina ¢ekilmis ve giiniin
yarsim uyuyarak gegirmisti.” Louis Armstong’un oyun-
culan arasinda bulundugu ve miiziklerini yaptiu Yiiksek
Sosyete (High Society, 1956) filminin Tirkiye’de heniiz
yeni vizyona girmis olmasi, sanatciya olan ilginin daha
da artmasina yol agmisti.? O giinlerde iinlii cazci ile Yel-
paze dergisi adina Hilton’daki odasinda goriisen Sezen
Cumhur Onal, “gikolata renkli” sanatgi ile yapti§ répor-
taji1 hakkinda sunlar séyliiyordu:

Amerikal: iinlii cazc1 Louis Armstrong’un Istanbul’a
gelisi biiylik heyecan yaratmisti. Sanatci, Hilton’da
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+«++® Louis Armstrong’un 1959’da istanbul’a gelmesi
Hilton ¢calisanlari arasinda da heyecan yaratti.

Louis Armstrong’s visit to Istanbul in 1959
created excitement among the Hilton personnel
as well.

Hilton Istanbul, 55 yil i¢inde Louis
Armstrong gibi miizik diinyasinin pek ¢ok
devini agirlads.

Throughout its 55 years, Hilton Istanbul
hosted many giants of music like Louis
Armstrong.

konaklamisti. Bilir misiniz, yillardir dillerde dola-
san, mikrofonda saka niyetine sOyledigim “ciko-
lata renkli” tabirini, ilk kez Louis Armstrong i¢in
kullandigimi animsiyorum. Cikolata renkli, ¢iko-
lata gibi tatli, neseli Louis Armstrong’la Hilton’da
tanistik. Yeni evlenmisti. Seving¢liydi, gézlerinin
ici parliyordu. Konser icin gelmisti ama Bogaz’a
karsi, Hilton’da balay1 yasiyordu. Onu ve geng
esini, Hacibekir lokumuyla, “Turkish Delight”la
kutladim. Bana trompet ¢aldi, en sevdigim sarkiyi:
“Autumn Leaves”. Sandvi¢ ikram etti. O gittikten
sonra, onca yil, Bosphorus Terrace’da servis edi-
len dilli, salamli, mayonezli karisik sandvicin adl
“Louis Armstrong Sandvi¢i” olarak kald1.’

Louis Armstong, Saray Sinemasi’nda verdigi konser-
lerde, miizik elestirmeni {lhan Mimaroglu'na gére son
yillarin en iyi performanslarindan birini sergilemis;
boylece konser biletlerinin her nedense sinema gise-
sinden dedil de, Defterdarlik kararnyla sadece vergi
dairelerinden satilmasinin yol a¢tigi memnuniyetsizligi
biiyiik oranda gidermisti.!® Sonug, hem istanbul’u cok
sevdigini s6yleyen sanat¢i, hem de onu canh dinleme
mutluluguna kavusan dinleyiciler icin tatmin ediciydi.
Ancak pazar gecesi Hilton’da verilen konser hi¢ bek-
lenmedik bir aksaklhiga sahne olacak ve az kalsin unli
sanatciyl dinlemek iimidiyle Hilton’a kosanlari biyiik

Louis Armstrong, Istanbul’da kaldid siire iginde biri Hilton’da olmak iizere ii¢ konser
verdi. Bu sirada kendisiyle goriisme imkani bulabilen sansh gazetecilexden biri de Sezer

Cumbhur Onal’da.

During his stay in Istanbul, Louis Armstrong gave three concerts, one of which was at
Hilton. One of the lucky reporters to interview him was Sezen Cumhur Onal.

the symbol of the orchestra. Like Mavi Cocuklar, there
was another group that conquered the guests’ hearts
with their shows at Hilton: the George Smith Orchestra.
George Smith, the founder of the orchestra and the master
of calypso, was a real showman. When singing the song
“Banana,” the musician walked among the tables with a
basket and offered bananas to guests; he galvanized the
audience with his music and dances. Sally, the daughter
of the musician, was walking underneath a rope that got
lower each time, with her back nearly touching the floor,
and thus, fascinated the viewers with her elasticity and
suppleness.®

Hilton was often talked about not only for the bands that
regularly performed there, but also for the musicians known
worldwide who stayed at the hotel and performed as well.

The most important of these musicians was definitely Louis
Armstrong, the giant of jazz music. As part of his European
tour, Armstrong came to Turkey in April 1959 with the All
Stars Orchestra and was scheduled to give three concerts
in Istanbul. The first two of these were held at the Saray
Theater on April 10th-11th, and the last one was held on
the 12th of April at 9 pm at Hilton’s ballroom.

In his interview published in the Hayat magazine, Louis
Armstrong was referred to as “bat man” because he made
music at night and slept during the day; he went to his
room after he arrived in the city and spent half of the day
sleeping.” The fact that “High Society” (1956), the mov-
ie in which Louis Armstrong was among the cast and the
composer of the soundtrack, had just opened in Turkey
increased the popularity of the musician.® Sezen Cumhur
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Louis Armstrong’un Hilton’da verdigi konser hi¢
beklenmedik bir aksaklikla basladi, ancak basarnyla
sona erdi.

Louis Armstrong’s concert at Hilton began with an
unexpected hitch, but was a success in the end.

Onal, who met with the famous musician in his room in
Hilton for an interview for the Yelpaze magazine, had this
to say about the interview with the “chocolate colored”
musician:

bir hayal kinkhidina ugratacakti. Bu ilging olay: Vefa Zat
sOyle amimsiyor:

at Hilton on Sunday night would witness an unexpected
interruption and almost disappoint the ones who ran to
Hilton to listen to the famous artist. Vefa Zat explains:

[1959 ilkbaharinda], tiim zamanlarin en iinlii caz
sanatcisi, “Altin Trompetli” Louis Armstrong, balo
salonunda bir konser verdi... Moénii 6zenle hazir-
lanmis, masa kuverlerine altin cerceveli lacivert
servis takimlar1 atiimisti. Yemek servisinde de
sadece giimiis takimlar kullaniliyordu. Masalara
altii samdanlar konulmustu. Konsere davetli ko-
nuklar kapida karsilanirken kendilerine sampanya
esliginde siyah havyarli ve somon fiimeli kanepe-
ler ikram edilmisti. S6ziin kisas1 her sey miikem-
meldi.

Gecenin bir saatinde Louis Armstrong ve orkestra-
s1 sahnedeki yerini aldi... Ve miizik basladi. Ancak

Orhan Boran

Hilton, herkes gibi benim icin de
cok ozel bir yerdi. Zaman zaman
miigterisi olarak da kaldigim bu
otelde esas olarak sunuculuk ya-
pat, ayni gece icinde otelin hemen
biitiin salonlarini sunucu olarak
gezerdim. O yillarda pek ¢ok tinli
sanatg1 sahne alirdi Hilton'da. Bir
dénem bu sanatgilari organize et-
mek icin otelin Halkla Iliskiler bo-
liimiinde bile gérev aldim. Hilton,
Istanbul'un en iyi oteli oldugu
gibi, eglencenin de merkeziydi.
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....................................
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hilton was a very special place for
me, as for everyone else. I occasion-
ally stayed as a guest, bur I mostly
worked as a host there, doing the
rounds in almost all the ballrooms
of the hotel in one night. Many fa-
mous artists came on stage at Hilton
during those years. I event worked
for a stint at the Public Relations
department of the hotel to organize
these artists. Hilton was not only
the best hotel in Istanbul, it was
also the center of entertainment.

serviste kabul edilemez bir zamanlama hatasi ya-
pilmis, konserin baslama zamani ile ana yemegin
servis zamani ¢akismisti. Bunun kag¢inilmaz sonucu
olarak davetlilerin catal bicak sesi, miizigi bas-
tirmaya baslamisti. Louis Armstrong bir anda or-
kestraya dénerek miizigi kesmelerini isaret etti ve
miizik bigcak gibi kesildi. Ardindan kendisi ve di-
ger biitiin miizisyenler salonu terk ederek odala-
rina c¢ikt1. Iste o anda salonda bulunan konuklarin
hepsi donakaldi. Salona biiyiik bir sessizlik hdkim
olmustu. Baslamadan bitivermisti konser.

Louis Armstrong ve arkadaslari salonu terk edip
odalarina cikinca, otelin genel miidiirii Mr. Basler
ve ilgili kisiler sorunu halledebilmek icin harekete
gecti. Ancak Armstrong’u bir tiirli ikna edemedi-
ler... Ikna heyeti tekrar salona indi. Konserin seref
masasinda, protokol davetlileri arasinda bulunan
ABD’nin Tiirkiye biiyiikel¢isine durum anlatildi.
Biiytikelci, Louis Armstrong’un odasina c¢ikarak
kendisini bir sekilde ikna etti. Durum tatliya bag-
laninca program sunucusu konserin on bes dakika
sonra baslayacadini, ancak konser sirasinda sade-
ce icki servisi yapilacagini anons etti.

Anons yapildigt anda hatalarini telafi etmek is-
teyen konuklar devasa dans pistinin kenarlarina
oturdu ve biiyiik bir alkis tufanindan sonra miizik
basladi. Konuklarin bu jestinden ziyadesiyle mem-

The arrival of the famous American musician Louis
Armstrong in Istanbul created excitement. The art-
ist stayed at Hilton. ] remember that I used the ex-
pression “chocolate colored” for the first time for
Louis Armstrong as a kind of joke, but the expres-
sion took hold and has been going around since
then. I met with the chocolate colored, sweet-as-
chocolate, cheerful Louis Armstrong for the first
time at Hilton. He had just gotten married. He was
happy, and his eyes were shining. He had come
for a concert but was actually on a honeymoon at
Hilton overlooking the Bosphorus. I congratulated

him and his young wife and gave them a box of
Hacibekir Turkish Delight. He played my favor-
ite song “Autumn Leaves” with his trumpet. He
offered me a sandwich. After his departure, the
mixed sandwich, containing salami, mayonnaise
and beef tongue, was called the “Louis Armstrong
Sandwich.””

According to the music critic [lhan Mimaroglu, Louis Arm-
strong gave one of his best performances in the concert
at the Saray Theater. This performance greatly relieved
the discontent caused by the fact that the tickets were for
some reason sold not at the box office but through the tax
offices by decree of the Department of Revenues.!’ This
result was satisfying both for the musician, who said that
he Iloved Istanbul, and for his audience, who had the op-
portunity to listen to his live performance. Yet, the concert

[In the spring of 1959] Louis Armstrong, the most
famous jazz musician of all times, gave a concert in
the ballroom with his golden trumpet ... The menu
was prepared meticulously; golden-framed, na-
vy-blue cutlery was placed on the tables. For the
service, only silverware was used. There were six-
branched candlesticks on the tables. The invited
guests were greeted at the entrance and offered
canapés made with black caviar and smoked
salmon, and champagne. In short, everything was
perfect.

At some point during the night, Louis Armstrong
and his orchestra took their place on stage... And
the music started. However, there was an unac-
ceptable timing mistake; the beginning of the con-
cert and the serving of the main dish overlapped.
The unavoidable result was the sound of knives
and forks starting to drown the music. Suddenly,
Louis Armstrong turned to the orchestra, signaled
them to stop the music, and the music stopped as if
cut by a knife. All the guests froze at that moment.
A ghastly silence reigned over the hall. The con-
cert ended before it had begun.

When Louis Armstrong and his friends left the ball-
room and went back to their rooms, Mr. Basler, the
General Manager of the hotel, and other concerned
people took action in order to solve the issue, but
to no avail.... People who tried to persuade the
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nun kalan Louis Armstrong, yiiziindeki muhtesem
tebessiimiiyle miizik yaparken davetliler biiyiik
bir siikunet icinde kendisini dinliyordu. Oylesine
biiyiileyici bir konserdi ki, giinesin ilk isiklarina
kadar temposunu diisiirmeden devam etti.!!

Hilton Istanbul’un konuk ettigi iinlii miizisyenler, elbette
sadece Louis Armstrong’la sinirli degildi. Sezen Cumhur
Onal’in ilk yazdign sarkiy: 45°lik plaga Tiirkce okuyarak
bes ay boyunca EMI'nin en ¢ok satan plaklar listesinde
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birinci olan iinlii caz gitaristi ve yorumcu Sacha Distel;
Tiirkce okudugu Kétibim sarkisiyla tiim diinyada ses ge-
tirmis, Emmy 6diillii Eartha Kitt; Italyan sarkici, besteci
ve piyanist Peppino di Capri; Latin miiziginin efsanevi
grubu Los Paraguayos; 1965’te kaydettigi Her Yerde Kar
Var sarkisiyla Tiirkiye’de goniilleri fethetmis italyan sar-
kici1 Adamo; Izmir’de dogup biiyiimiis ve Fransa’da ulus-
lararas: bir iine kavusmus gitarist, piyanist ve sinema
yildiz1 Dario Moreno; 1950’li yillarda basladig: kariye-
rini halen basariyla siirdiiren Galli sanat¢1 Shirley Bas-
sey; Gal Kaplan1 Tom Jones; sarkilar ve sicak kisiligiyle
kaldign siire icinde Istanbullularin kalbini fetheden Julio
Iglesias; vibrafon virtiiézii ve besteci Garry Burton; Is-
panyol kékenli Amerikali caz piyanisti ve besteci Chick
Korea; Amerikal caz fliit¢iisii Herbie Mann; sanson gele-
negini ginimiize kadar siirdiiren Misir dogumlu Fransiz
sarkic1 Georges Moustaki ve iinlii Rock grubu Placebo,
yolu Hilton’dan gec¢en diinyaca iinlii sanatc¢ilardan sade-
ce ilk akla gelenlerdi.

Hilton, ev sahipligi yaptig1 sanatgilar ve 11 yil
siireyle konuk ettigi Blues Festivali gibi etkinlikler
yoluyla, Istanbullularin miizikle bulusmasinda
her zaman énemli bir rol iistlendi.

Hilton always played an important role in
bringing music to Istanbulites by means of the
artists and events it hosted, like the Blues Festival
that was organized at Hilton for 11 years.

DARIO
MORENO

CANIM iZMiR

SARI KAMARYAM
YAVAS YAVAS
ALl

musician came back to the ballroom. The situation
was explained to the US ambassador to Turkey,
who was sitting among the protocol members at
the table of the guests of honor. The Ambassador
went up to Louis Armstrong’s room and somehow
persuaded him. When the matter was settled ami-
cably, the program host announced that the con-
cert would start in fifteen minutes but that only
drinks would be served during the concert.

The guests who wanted to make up for their mis-
take sat at the edge of the vast dance floor and the
music started after their cheering and clapping.
Louis Armstrong was very pleased by this gesture
of the guests; they were listening to
him in silence while he was mak-
ing music with his wonderful smile
on his face. It was such a charming
concert that it continued until the
sunrise without losing its spirit.!!

Louis Armstrong was not the only famous
musician who was hosted by Hilton Istan-
bul. Sasha Distel, a famous jazz guitarist and
singer, who, on a 7’ vinyl recording, sang
in Turkish the first song that Sezen Cumhur
Onal wrote, and who was at the top of EMI’s
top selling vinyl list for five months; Emmy
award winner Ertha Kitt, who became
popular with the song K4tibim, which she
sang in Turkish; Peppino di Capri, an Ital-
ian singer, composer and pianist; Los Para-

TOM JONES
i

guayos, the legendry band of Latin music; Italian singer
Adamo, who conquered hearts in Turkey with his song
“Her Yerde Kar Var” which he recorded in 1965; Dario
Moreno, a guitarist, pianist and movie star who was born
and raised in Izmir and became internationally known in
France; the Welsh artist Shirley Bassey; the Welsh Tiger
Tom Jones; Julio Iglesias, who conquered the hearts of Is-
tanbulites during his stay with his songs and warm per-
sonality; Garry Burton, the vibraphone virtuoso and com-
poser; Chick Korea, American jazz pianist and composer
of Spanish origin; Herbie Man, American jazz flutist; Egyp-
tian-born Georges Moustaki, who carried on the chanson
tradition up to the present day; and the famous rock band
Placebo are among the first that come to mind.

@+ Placebo (Hilton Convention Center, 2000)
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sikhigin ve giizelligin en iist seviyede ya-

sandig1 bir yer oldu. Ilk giiniinde lobisini
Hollywood yildizlarinin parfiim kokularinin dol-
durdugu otel, sonraki yillarda da bu 6zelliginden
hicbir sey kaybetmedi. Konuklarimin her zaman
bir siklik ve giizellik yarisi i¢inde oldugu Hilton,
moda gosterileri ve giizellik yarismalarimin da
kentteki “en dogal” mekanlarindan biriydi.

Hilton, acilcién giinden baslayarak Istanbul’da
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1955 yilinda Hilton Istanbul hizmete girdiginde Tiirkiye’de modacilik
heniiz emekleme devrindeydi. O giinlerde modaya, daha sonraki

yillarda Hilton’da defileler diizenleyecek olan Dior ve Cardin gibi
iinlii modacilar yon vermekteydi.

When Hilton Istanbul opened in 1955, the fashion industry in Turkey
was still in its infancy. The fashion shows organized at Hilton in the
following years by famous designers such as Dior and Cardin proved
highly influential.

Hilton istanbul’da sikliga verilen 6nem, heniiz otel agil-
madan basladi. Otelde calisacak personelin giyecedi leriyle bezenmis olup yerli ve yabanci ahbaplara, gu-
kiyafetlerin belirlenmesi, agilistan 6nce en gok 6nem rur duyarak verilebilecek cidden miistesna bir zara-
verilen konulardan biriydi. Standart otel iiniforma- ¥, ) fetnumunesidir” seklinde tarif edilmekteydi.*
larinin disinda, bazi mekanlarda hizmet verecek
ézel personel icin 6zel giysiler tasarlanmusti. Orne-
gin otelin Bosphorus Terrace olarak adlandirilan
ana restoraminda servis yapacak 15 gen¢ kizin
giysileri Olgunlastirma Enstitiisii'nde eski
Tirk kiyafetlerinin modernize edilmesiyle
hazirlanmigti. Kirmiz lizerine sarn islemeli
cepken, beyaz bluz, salvar ve modernize
edilmis yesil etekliklerden olusan bu giy-
siler, 6zellikle yabancilarn biiyiik bege-
nisini kazanacakti. Ayrica otel icinde kah-
ve servisi yapacak ii¢ kahveci giizeli icin
de yarnim tiil peceli giysiler hazirlanmigt:.!
Otelin agilmasina giinler kala giysileri da-
gitilan bayan personel giizellik salonuna
alinmis, makyajlar tespit edilmis, sagla-
rina model verilerek hazirliklar tamam-
lanmigty.?

Hilton esarbi, “Memleketimizin tarihi anitlarinin resim-

= Moda, o giinlerin en gézde konularindan biriydi.
Tiirkiye, bu yillarda Fransiz ve italyan modasi-
mn yaminda Hollywood modasini da yakindan
takip etmeye baslamisti. Ancak ara sira
Dogu’dan gelen akimlarn etkilerine de
rastlaniyordu. Ornegin iran Sahi Riza
Pehlevi'nin esi Farah Diba’min
sa¢ modeli uzun siire Tiirk ka-
dinlan arasinda ragbet
gormiistii. Ayrica 6zel-
likle Amerikali moda
yaraticilar1 kreasyonlarinda Sark motiflerine
yer vermeye baslamislardi. New York’ta ya-
yimlanan Mademoiselle adl bir moda dergisi-
nin kreasyon cekimlerini istanbul’da yapmasi
ise, Tiirk basi tarafindan diinya modasinda
“Dogu’ya y6nelis”in bir kanit1 olarak gosteril-
misti.5
Otelin acilis kutlamalar: da hem acgilisa
katilan Hollywood yildizlarimin, hem
de davetlilerin siklik yarisina sahne
olmustu. Acilisa giinler kala, Istanbul’'un biitiin
iinlii terzileri davete katilacak hamimlara tuvalet yetis-
tirmek icin gece giindiiz bir ¢alisma i¢ine girmisti.3
Hilton Istanbul, modaya yén vermeye daha o giinler-
de baslamisti. Acilis miinasebetiyle Vakko tarafin-
dan piyasaya ¢ikarilan “turistik orijinal” bir esarp
modeli, Istanbullu hamimlar arasinda biiyik ilgi
toplamisti. Gazetelerde yayimlanan haberlerde

Ama artik Turk modacilann da kendilerini
gostermek istiyorlardi. 1950’lerin dergile-
rinde artik agiktan agiga ‘Tiirk modasi”’ndan

s6z edilmeye baslanmisti. Her ne kadar halen ge-
nel ¢izgiler Bati’dan alinmaya devam etse de, artik
Istanbul’daki modaevleri tarafindan yerel motifler-
den yola cikilarak bir “Tiirk modas1” yaratmanin yol-
lar1 araniyordu.®

Boyle bir ortamda, modamn en yakindan takip
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Style was always important for Hilton Istanbul, even before
the hotel’s opening. At that time, deciding on the uni-
forms of the personnel was one of the most impor-
tant issues. Along with the standard hotel uniforms,
the uniforms of the special personnel who would
work in specific places in the hotel were custom
designed. For instance, the clothes of the 15 young
women working at the Bosphorus Terrace -the main
restaurant of the hotel- were designed
at the Olgunlasma Institute by mod-
ernizing traditional Turkish cos-
tumes. Highly appreciated by
foreign customers, these cos-
tumes consisted of yellow-on-red
embroidered short coats, white
blouses, salvars and modernized
green skirts. Moreover, clothes with
half-veils were tailored for three “Cof-
fee Beauties” serving coffee in the hotel.! A few days
before the hotel’s opening, the female personnel went
to a beauty parlor where their make-ups and hair were
done, which completed the preparations.?

elegance that can be proudly presented to local and
foreign friends.*

Fashion was one of the most popular sub-
jects of the day. In these years, in addition
to the French and Italian fashion trends, Tur-
key started to follow Hollywood fashion as well.
Yet, the influence of Eastern trends could also
be observed occasionally. For instance,
the hairstyle of Farah Pahlavi, the wife of
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi of Iran,
was popular among Turkish women for
a long time. Furthermore, especially
American designers started to use East-
ern motifs in their creations. The choice of
Istanbul for the catalogue shoot of the New
York-based fashion magazine Mademoiselle
was considered to be a proof of world fashion’s
“turn towards the East.””

On the other hand, Turkish designers also want-
ed to put themselves on the map. In the maga-
zines of the 50s, “Turkish fashion” started to be
openly discussed. Even though the overall lines
were still from the West, the fashion houses were
looking for ways to create a “Turkish fashion” by
making use of local motifs.®

The opening celebrations witnessed a competition of
style among both the Hollywood stars and the invitees.
A few days before the opening, all the famous tailors of

Istanbul started to work day and night in order to pre-

pare the evening dresses for the ladies who would attend
the party.® Even in those days, Hilton Istanbul started to
shape fashion. The “touristic original” scarf, put on sale by
Vakko on the occasion of the opening, became popular

among Istanbulite ladies. In the newspaper reports, the
Hilton scarf was described as, “Decorated with our coun-
try’s historical memories, it is an unparalleled example of

In such an environment it was not surprising to any-
one when towards the end of 1955 the first show of a
Turkish designer was held at Hilton, the best place
to follow fashion.” What was interesting and new
was that the said show was not accompanied by a
private party, but was held at Hilton’s lobby with-
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edildigi yerlerin basinda gelen Hilton’da, 1955’in sonla-
rina dogru ilk defilenin bir Tiirk modacisi tarafindan dii-
zenlenmesi kimse agisindan sasirtici olmamisti.” Burada
ilging ve yeni olan sey, s6z konusu defilenin 6zel bir da-
vet esliginde degil, habersiz bir sekilde Hilton Oteli’nin
lobisinde, bes ¢ay1 i¢in toplanmis konuklarin arasinda
gezinerek yapilmis olmasiydi. Bu tip moda godsterileri
sonraki giinlerde giderek yayginlasacak ve “bar defile-
si”, “bes ¢ay1 defilesi” gibi kavramlarin olugsmasina yol
acacakti.

Hilton’u bir moda mabedi haline getirecek olanlar ise
iinlii Fransiz modaci Carven, Christian Dior, Pierre Car-
din ve Vitali Hakko olacakti. Déneminin en iinli kadin
terzilerinden biri olan Carven’in Hilton’da 30 Kasim ve
1 Aralik 1955 tarihlerinde ii¢ ayr defile diizenleyecegi
haberi, Istanbul sosyetesinde epey heyecan yaratmisti.
Defileyi haber veren gazetelerden birinde, gdsteri sira-
sinda 150 kadar tayyor, gece elbisesi ve manto teshir
edilecegi duyuruluyor ve Carven’in mankenlerinden
bazilarinin Avrupa’daki giizellik yarismalarinda derece
almis kisilerden olustugu belirtiliyordu.®

Terrace Restaurant ve Sadirvan’da gala yemedi esligin-
de sunulan defile icin smokin sarti konulmustu.® Defile-
de teshir edilen elbise ve kiirkleri korumak i¢in ii¢ husu-
si polis gbérevlendirilmisti.!° Defile o kadar ilgi ¢ekmisti
ki, Istanbul sosyetesinin hemen tamanu salondaki yerini
almisti. Gelen kisilerin siklidi, Leyla Umar’a gére davet-
lilerin “kendilerinin de seyredilmek icin bir hayli ugras-
tigim” goésteriyordu.!! Defilenin daha sonra uzun zaman
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anilan esprisi ise, kravat mecburiyetinden haberi olma-
dign belli olan aga kilikh bir adamin gelip, “Kadinlar gi-
yinip duracaklarmsg, onlar seyre geldim” demesiydi.'?

Bu defilenin basarisi, Madame Carven’in daha sonraki
yillarda da sik sik Istanbul’a gelip Hilton’da defile yap-
masin saglayacakti. Istanbullularin moday1 ne kadar
sadik bir sekilde takip ettikleri, defileleri izlemeye ge-
lenlerin sikhigindan anlasilmaktaydi. Carven’in manken-
lerinden Jean Newington’un su yorumu, bu konuda hig-
bir siipheye yer birakmiyordu: “Avrupa’nin en biiyiik
sehirlerinde yapilan bir¢ok defileye istirak ettim. Fakat
simdiye kadar hi¢bir salonda bu kadar fazla giizel kadinm
bir arada gérmedim.”!®

Carven’in defilesinden sadece birka¢ ay sonra, bu kez
Christian Dior’un Hilton’da ii¢ ayr defile yapmak iize-
re gelecedi haberi duyuldu. Bu haber moday: izleyen
cevreler arasinda oyle seving yaratti ki, 29-30 Nisan ve
1 Mayis 1956 tarihlerindeki defileler i¢in kisi basina 125
lira olan biletler kisa zamanda tiikkendi.'* Bu, o dénem
icin oldukga yiiksek sayilabilecek bir bedeldi. Hatta bu
nedenle dénemin gazetelerinde kimi elestiriler de ya-
yimlandi; bu paray: verip defileye gidenler “hesabin
bilmemekle” suglandi.'®

Hilton’daki moda kiiltiiriiniin olusup gelismesine biiyiik
katk: saglayan iinlii Vakko defileleri ise, Vitali Hakko’nun
kendi ifadeleriyle “amator isi” seklinde baslamis, ancak
deneye yanila giderek gercek birer moda gosterisine
doniismiistii.’® Vitali Hakko, Hilton’daki ilk defilelerin-
den birinde edindigi deneyimleri séyle anlatiyor:

Geleneksel Tiirk motiflerini modaya uyarlamak amaciyla gen¢ kizlara mesleki
egitim veren Olgunlasma Enstitiisii’niin defileleri de gogunlukla Hilton’da

gerceklestiriliyordu.

Hilton’da bir Vakko defilesi (1970°1er).

A Vakko show at Hilton in the 70s.

The Olgunlasma Institutes trained young women to adapt traditional Turkish motifs
to contemporary fashion, and most of their shows were organized at Hilton.

out any advance notice and by models moving around
the guests who came there for the five o’clock tea. In the
following days, such fashion shows became increasingly
widespread and led the way to the concepts of “bar fash-
ion shows” and “five o’clock tea fashion shows.”

Those who would turn Hilton into a fashion sanctuary were
the famous French designer Carven, Christian Dior, Pierre
Cardin and Vitali Hakko. The news that announced three
upcoming shows of Carven, one of the most famous tailors
of women’s clothes, created excitement among Istanbul’s
high society. The shows would be held at Hilton on the No-
vember 30, and the August 1, 1955. In one of the newspa-
pers that reported the news of the event, it was announced
that around 150 costumes, evening dresses and
coats would be displayed and among Carven’s
models would be finalists of beauty pageants in
Europe.®

The black tie dress code was observed for the
fashion show presented along the premiere dinner
served at the Terrace Restaurant and the Sadirvan.’
Three private policemen were responsible for the
protection of the dresses and the furs in the show.°
The fashion show was so popular that almost all the
members of the Istanbul high society were present
at the hall. According to Leyla Umar, the elegance
of the arriving parties indicated that “they also put
a lot of effort to be looked at.”'! The most remem-
bered pleasantry of the show was about a coarse-
looking man who was apparently unaware of the
dress code and came to the show asking, “I heard
that women will wear things and I came here to
watch them; where are they?”'?

As a result of the success of this show, Madame Carven
frequently came to Istanbul and held new shows at Hilton
in the following years. The elegance of the guests showed
that residents of Istanbul were keeping up with the latest
trends. The observation of Jean Newington, one of Car-
ven’s models, did not leave room for doubt: “I've been to
many fashion shows held in the biggest cities of Europe,
but I've never seen so many beautiful women together in
any hall. 7'

Only a few months after Carven’s show, it was heard that
this time Christian Dior would come to organize three sep-
arate fashion shows at Hilton. This news created such ec-
stasy among fashionistas that the tickets for the shows on
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Ancak, bu tiir amatorce ¢abalarla defile yapama-
yacadgimizi ¢cok ge¢meden anlamistik. Ben, sahne
diizenlemesi icin bir tiyatro adamindan yararla-
nabilecegimizi diistindiim... Simdi hatirlayamaya-
cagim nerede, nasil ve nicin Oguz Aral’1 buldugu-
muzu. Yanilmiyorsam o siralar amator olarak mim
calismalar1 yapiyordu bu degerli karikatiirciimiiz.
Defile isini hemen kabul etti. Anadolu folklorun-
dan aldigi bir konuyu senaryolastirdi.

Mankenlik konusunda hi¢cbir tecriibesi olmayan
geng kiz ve erkekleri sectik, onlar1 biraz edittik.
Yani nasil yiiriinecedini, seyirciye nasil bakilaca-
gini, nasil giillimsenecegdini égretmeye calistik.
Oguz Aral, onlarin arasina, sempatik karikatiircii
ve oyuncu Altan Erbulak’i katti. Ahmet Capa, mlizi-
giyle katkida bulundu ve bdylece tiimii kadin giy-
silerinden olusan koleksiyonumuzu sergileyerek
defilemizi yaptik. Oguz Aral’in senaryosu Oylesi-
ne etkiledi ki davetlileri, hemen hemen hi¢ kimse
giysileri gérmedi, bir tiyatrodaymis gibi konunun
etkisinde kaldilar.

Defile bittiginde gézyasi déken hanimlarimizin sa-
yis1 hi¢ de az degildi. Her seye ragmen defilemiz
biiyiik ilgi gérmiistii.'?

----@® YVitali Hakko’ya (sagdan ikinci) gore ilk Tiirk defileleri
son derece amatorce hazirlanmis miisamereleri
andiriyordu.

According to Vitali Hakko (second from right), the first
Turkish fashion shows were amateurish affairs.

Hilton Istanbul, tarihi boyunca ¢ok sayida
defile ve giizellik yarismasina ev sahipligi

yaptu.

Throughout its history, Hilton Istanbul hosted
numerous fashion and beauty contests.

Hilton istanbul’'un moda gosterileriyle baslayan estetik
iligkisi, defilelerden sonra giizellik yarismalariyla de-
vam edecek, bunun ilk adimini da 1958 Avrupa Giizel-
lik Yarismasi olusturacakti. Bu organizasyonda otel hem
yarismaya katilan 15 giizele ev sahipligi yapacak, hem
de Acik Hava Tiyatrosu'nda gercgeklestirilecek yarisma-
nin oncesindeki ve sonrasindaki tanitim kokteyllerini
organize edecekti. Avrupa’min dort bir késesinden ge-
len giizellik kraligeleri arasinda bir final niteligi tasiyan
yarisma Oncesinde, giizellerin basin temsilcilerine y6-
nelik mayolu gegisleri ve kiyafetli balo takdimleri de
Hilton’un havuzunda gergeklestirilecekti.!®

Yarismada Tiirkiye'yi Ezel Olcay temsil etmekteydi.
1955 yilinda Suna Soley’in Avrupa ikinci giizeli olmasi,
Ezel Olcay’in da benzer bir basar: kazanmasi yoniinde
kamuoyunda biiyiik bir beklentiye yol acmsti. Ancak
ne yazik ki 1 Temmuz 1958 giinii yapilan yarismada Ezel
Olcay beklenen basariy1 gésteremeyecek ve ilk iice gi-
ren Avusturya, Alman ve Fransiz giizelleri arasinda yer
bulamayacakt:.!®

Hilton, bu yarismadan sonra Tiirkiye’de organize edilen
giizellik yarismalarinin gogunda rol alacak ve Nese Er-
berk, Hiilya Avsar, Jilide Ates ve Pinar Altug gibi iinli
giizellerin tac¢ sevincine ortak olacakti.

++--@ Hilton’da tacina kavusan Tiirkiye giizelleri:
Hiilya Avsar (1983) ve Jiilide Ates (1990).

Two “Miss Turkey”s crowned at Hilton:
Hiilya Avsar (1983) and Jiilide Ates (1990).

April 29-30, and May 1, 1956, costing 125
liras per person, were soon sold out.'* This
was quite a sum for the period, prompting
various criticisms in the newspapers of the
day; those who paid up and went to see
the shows were accused of being “impru-
dent.”’’

The famous Vakko shows that made a considerable contri-
bution to the development of the fashion culture in Hilton
started “amateurishly” in Vitalo Hakko’s words, but after
trials and errors, they turned into genuine fashion shows.'¢
Vitali Hakko tells about the experience he gained from
one of his earlier shows at Hilton:

However, not much later, we understood that we can
not have a show with amateur efforts. I thought that
we could use someone from the theater for the stage
setting... I can’t remember how and where we found
Oguz Aral. If ’'m not wrong, at that time, our talented
caricaturist was working as an amateur mime. He
immediately accepted the job, and wrote a script
inspired by Anatolian folklore. We chose young men
and women who did not have experience in mod-
eling and trained them. In other words, we taught
them how to walk, how to look at the audience and
how to smile. Furthermore, Oguz Aral added Altan
Erbulak, the sympathetic caricaturist and actor, to
the group. Ahmet Capa contributed with his music.
At our show we displayed our clothes, all consist-
ing of women’s garments. Oguz Aral’s scenario was
so impressive that almost nobody actually paid at-
tention to the clothes and was under the spell of the
theme as if they were in the theater.

When the show was over, not a small number of la-
dies had tears in their eyes. Our show had attracted
considerable attention despite all shortcomings.'’

Starting with fashion shows, Hilton Istanbul’s interest in
aesthetics continued with beauty pageants; the first step
was the 1958 Miss Europe Contest. In this organization,
the hotel would not only host 15 beauties, but it would also
organize the promotion cocktails at the Open Air Theater
to be held before and after the contest. Before the final
round of the contest between beauty pageants coming
from all corners of Europe, the beauties would walk wear-
ing swimsuits and evening dresses for media representa-
tives.'®

Ezel Olcay was representing Turkey in the contest. The fact
that Suna Soley won the second prize in 1955 heightened
the public’s expectations concerning Ezel Olcay’s perfor-
mance. Yet, unfortunately, in the contest held on June I,
1958 Ezel Olcay was not as successful as expected and
could not find a place for herself between Austrian, Ger-
man and French beauties who made it to the top three.!’

After this contest, Hilton had a role in most of the beauty
pageants organized in Turkey and shared the happiness
of beauties such as Nese Erberk, Hiilya Avsar, Jiilide Ates
and Pinar Altug when they were crowned.

117



toplant1 organize etmeye calisan yetkililer,

Istanbul’da misafirleri konaklatacak ne bir
otel, ne de bir toplanti mekdm bulamamaktan
yakimiyorlardu. Hilton Istanbul, hizmete girdikten
sonra biiyiik davetler ve organizasyonlar alamin-
da kente ¢ok biiyiik bir katki sagladi. Istanbul-
lular, “kusursuz organizasyon” tamimiyla ilk kez
Hilton acildiktan sonra tanisti.

1 950°’1li yillarda bin kisilik uluslararas1 bir
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Hilton Istanbul’un agildign ilk yillarda eglence ve kutla-
malara yénelik organizasyonlarin énemli bir bélimiini
balolar olustururdu. Yilin en 6nemli etkinlikleri, cumhu-
riyet ve yilbasi balolaniydi. Ayrica Gazeteciler Cemiyeti
tarafindan diizenlenen basin balosu da olduk¢a ragbet
goriirdii. Genellikle kiyafet mecburiyetinin oldugu bu
etkinlikler ¢ok ciddiye alinir, bir statii sembolii olarak
algilamirdi. Ayrica yil boyunca gesitli yardim kurulusla-
rinin, meslek Orgiitlerinin ve derneklerin diizenledigi
¢ok sayida balo gerceklestirilirdi. istanbul’da merakla
beklenen ve basin tarafindan yakindan izlenen en eglen-
celi balo ise, hi¢ kuskusuz Giizel Sanatlar Akademisi’nce
diizenlenen baloydu. Birbirinden yaratici kostiimlerin
sergilendigi bu gece, ¢ilgin eglencelere sahne olurdu.
Mezuniyet balolan igin 6zellikle Hilton'u segen diger
okullar da bundan asag: kalmamaya ¢alisirlardi.

Hilton Istanbul’'un acilmasi, bu gibi etkinliklerin daha
genig, daha nezih ve daha organize bir ortamda ger-
ceklestirilmesine olanak sagladid icin, kentin eglence
hayatim1 derinden etkilemisti. Simdi artik herkes, etkin-
ligini Hilton’da yapmamnn pesindeydi. Onceleri haftada
birkag¢ taneyi gegmeyen balolarin sayis1 giderek artip
neredeyse her aksama yayilinca, orijinal bir balo salo-
nuna sahip olmayan ve bu amagla Terrace Restaurant’in
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+eo-@® Havuzda “Korsan Gecesi”
eglenceleri.

“Pirate Night” at the
poolside.

Hilton Istanbul, kentin eglence
hayatinda da yeni bir dénemin
milat noktasiyd.

Hilton Istanbul started a new
era in the entertainment life of
the city as well.

kullanildign Hilton’da ciddi sikintilar dogmaya basla-
di. Otel yonetimi sonunda careyi, esas restorani Roof
Rotisserie’ye tasiyarak, Terrace Restaurant’: balo salo-
nuna ¢evirmekte buldu.

Balolar disinda, Hilton’un ¢esitli bar ve salonlarinda otel
idaresi tarafindan diizenlenen 6zel geceler de hayli ilgi
cekiyordu. “Latin Geceleri”, “Paris Geceleri” ve “Muh-
tesem Gatsby” gibi temalarla diizenlenen bu eglence-
ler icin 6zel dekorasyon yapiliyor ve bu gecelerde ko-
nuklara temaya uygun mizik esliginde 6zel kokteyller
sunuluyordu.! Siinnet, diigiin ve yas giini partileri de
Hilton’un etkinlik programinda énemli bir yer tutuyordu.
Diigiinlerin en gézde mekam havuz basiydi. Uzun yillar
Hilton’da satis ve pazarlama miidiirligi yapan Mehmet
Kunt’a gére miikemmel bir diigiin organizasyonu i¢in
aylarca calismak gerekiyordu:

Hilton Istanbul, Istanbul’un sosyete hayatinda her
dénemde bir numaraydi. Elit insanlarin mekéniydi.
Bir yasam tarziydi. Her genc kizin riiyasi, Hilton’da
havuz basinda evlenmekti. Biitiin biiyiik diigiinler
havuz basinda yapilirdi. Organizasyonlar alt1 ay ev-
velinden baslar, oda ayarlamalari ona goére yapilir,
havuza bakan siiitler diigiin sahibine verilirdi.

Hilton istanbul, is cevrelerinin sosyal etkinlikleri, kutlama
ve toplantilari i¢cin de ¢ok uygun bir ortam sunuyordu.

Hilton Istanbul provided a very suitable environment for the
social events, celebrations and meetings of business circles.

In the first years of Hilton Istanbul, entertainment and
celebration organizations mostly consisted of balls. The
most important event of the year was the Republic and the
New Year Balls. In addition, the press ball organized by
the Association of Journalists was popular. These events,
usually with dress codes, were always taken seriously and
perceived as a status symbol. Moreover, several aid or-
ganizations, vocational chambers and foundations held
several balls throughout the year. The most entertaining
ball that everybody was impatiently waiting for was the
one organized by the Academy of Fine Arts. These nights,
during which the most creative costumes were displayed,
brought no end of fun. Other schools that chose Hilton for
their prom balls tried to match the Academy nights.

Since Hilton Istanbul provided such organizations with a
larger, more decent and better organized environment, it
deeply influenced the night life of the city. Ev-
erybody was after having their events in Hilton.
In the beginning, there were only few balls dur-
ing the week, but their number gradually in-
creased and started to fill every night. For this
reason, problems arose at Hilton where a proper
ballroom was lacking and the Terrace Restau-
rant was instead used for such events. The hotel
management solved the problem by relocating
the main restaurant to the Roof Rotisserie and
turning the Terrace Restaurant into a ballroom.

In addition to balls, special nights held by the
hotel management at Hilton’s various bars and
halls were also very popular. These nights had
various themes such as “Latin Nights”, “Paris
Nights” and “Great Gatsby”; special decora-

tions were made and special cocktails were prepared
according to the theme and offered to customers in the
accompaniment of appropriate music.! Circumcision cer-
emonies, weddings and birthday parties were essential
components of Hilton’s activity program. The most pop-
ular venue of weddings was the pool area. According to
Mehmet Kunt, sales and marketing manager at Hilton for
many years, months were needed to prepare a perfect
wedding organization:

Hilton Istanbul was always number one for Istan-
bul’s high society. It was a place for elites. It was a
lifestyle. Every girl dreamed of getting married at
the Hilton poolside. All the large weddings were
held at the pool area. The organizations started six
months before, the room arrangements were done
accordingly, and the suites overlooking the pool
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Diigiintinii burada yapan tinliiler arasinda ilk akla
gelenler Ferit Sahenk ve Izzet Garih gibi isimler-
di. Sabanci ailesinin neredeyse tamami da burada
evlenmisti. Davetli rekoru 1.280 kisiydi. Dekoras-
yonuyla, yemediyle, diger ayrintilariyla bazi dii-
gtnlerin hazirligi 1,5 ay siriiyordu. Bu tiir orga-
nizasyonlara ¢ok az sayida gazetecinin girmesine
izin veriliyor, béylece haberlerin gazetelerde ¢ok
diizeyli bir sekilde ¢ikmasi saglaniyordu.?

Diigiiniinii Hilton Istanbul’da yapan iinliilerden ilk akla
gelenler arasinda Can-Oya Bartu; Yilmaz-Fatos Gii-
ney; Cemal-Fiisun Kamaci; Biilent-Oya Eczacibasi; Si-
dika Sabanci-Aziz Késeodlu; Hayri-Nazl Inénii; Siikran
Carmikli-Ahmet Kayahan; Niikhet Duru-Dikran Masis;
Leman Boyner-Selcuk Halulu; Sener-Sermin Sen; Yakup-
Selda Sabanci; Suzan Sabanci-Haluk Dinger; Hakan-
Beyda Siikiir, Suna-inan Kira¢ ve Hanzade Dogan-Osman
Boyner gibi isimler bulunuyordu.

Dogum giintinii Hilton’da kutlayanlarin bir listesini ver-
mek ise herhalde fazla miimkiin olmasa gerek. Ancak
bunlar arasinda 6yle iki sahsiyet vardi ki, isimleri Hilton
Istanbul’'un seref defterine itinayla islendi. Bunlardan
birincisi, 80’li yaslarimin birgogunun pastasini Hilton’da
kesen eski cumhurbagkanlarindan Ismet inénii, digeri
ise 1982 yilinda 100. yas giinii igin 6zel bir téren di-
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Cumbhuriyet tarihinin iki 6nemli figiirii Celal Bayar ve Ismet
In6nii’niin yas giinii kutlamalar: Hilton’da yapilda.

Celal Bayar and Ismet Inénii, two colossal figures in the

history of the Republic, had their birthday celebrations at
Hilton.

zenlenen iiciincii cumhurbagkan: Celal Bayar’di.® ismet
Inénii’niin 83’iincii, 85’inci ve 87’nci yas giinleri Hilton
istanbul’da diizenlenen yemeklerle kutlandi. Bunlardan
1966 yilindaki 83’iincii yas giiniinde dort kath pasta sa-
lon kapisindan iceri Dag Basini Duman Almis mars1 es-
liginde sokulurken, 85’inci yas giiniinde pasta, opera
sanatcist Nevin Pere’nin sesinden Bir Sarkisin Sen sar-
kis1 esliginde kesiliyordu.* Eski cumhurbaskaninin 87.
yas giinii partisinde ise oturdugu masanin, halefi Biilent
Ecevit tarafindan génderilmis giillerle siislenmis oldugu
dikkatlerden ka¢gmiyordu.®

Pek ¢ok spor kuliibii, ama 6zellikle de BJK, hem kutla-
malar, hem de kongreler icin Hilton’u tercih ediyordu.
1968 yilindaki Fenerbahgeliler balosu, 1981°’deki Gala-
tasaraylilar balosu, 1982’deki Besiktas sampiyonluk kut-
lamalar ve 1992’de Trabzonspor’un 25. kurulus y1ldonii-

®---- Hilton istanbul’un efsane diigiinlerinden ikisi: Hanzade
Dogan-Osman Boyner (sa§da) ve Izzet-Roksi Garih (solda).

Two legendary weddings at Hilton Istanbul: Hanzade
Dogan-Osman Boyner (right) and Izzet-Roksi Garih (left).

Istanbuldaki en 6nemli merkezi oldu.

Hilton has always been the most important center in

Istanbul for private receptions and events.

were reserved for the owner of the wedding.

Ferit Sahenk and Izzet Garih are the first ones that
come to mind among celebrities who had their
wedding at Hilton. Almost all the members of the
Sabanci Family married there. The arrangements
of some weddings took one and a half months in-
cluding the preparation of decorations, dinner and
other details. Only a few journalists were allowed
to these events, which ensured that the papers ran
only reports of a certain level.?

Among the celebrities who had their wedding in Istan-
bul, the ones that first come to mind are Can-Oya Bartu;
Yilmaz-Fatos Giiney; Cemal-Fiisun Kamaci; Biilent-Oya
Eczacibasi; Sidika Sabanci-Aziz Koseoglu; Hayri-Nazli
Inonii; Siikran Carmikli-Ahmet Kayahan; Niikhet Duru-
Dikran Masis; Leman Boyner-Selcuk Halulu; Sener-Sermin
Sen; Yakup-Selda Sabanci; Suzan Sabanci-Haluk Dincer;
Hakan-Beyda Siikiir, Suna-Inan Kira¢ and Hanzade Dogan-
Osman Boyner.

It is certainly not possible to list the names of all who cel-
ebrated their birthday at Hilton. Yet, among these, the
names of two people were written in Hilton Istanbul’s
honor book with great care. The first of these was Ismet

Hilton, her donemde Ozel davet ve organizasyonlarin

\

Inénii, one of the former presidents of the Republic, who
cut most of his birthday cakes at Hilton in his eighties. The
other one was Celal Bayar, the third president of the Re-
public, for whom a special birthday party was organized
in 1982 for his hundredth birthday.® The 83rd, 85th and
87th birthdays of Ismet In6nii were celebrated with din-
ners held at Hilton Istanbul. On his 83rd birthday in 1966,
a four-tiered birthday cake was brought to the hall to the
sound of the march “Dag Basini Duman Almis,” and on his
85th birthday, the cake was cut to the accompaniment of
the song “Bir Sarkisin Sen” performed by Nevin Pere, an
opera singer.* On his 87th birthday, the table of the for-
mer President was ornamented with roses sent by Biilent
Ecevit, his successor as president of the CHP.’

Various sports clubs, but especially Besiktas, chose Hil-
ton for both celebrations and congresses. The Fenerbahge
Fans ball in 1968, the Galatasaray Fans ball in 1981, the
Besiktas championship celebrations in 1982 and Trabzon-
spor’s 25th anniversary celebrations in 1992 were some of
the numerous events that Turkey’s greatest sports clubs
held at Hilton.

Since the day of its opening, Hilton has been widely pre-
ferred for international meetings. The first important orga-
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mi kutlamalar, Tiirkiye’'nin en bilyiik spor kuliiplerinin
Hilton’daki sayisiz etkinliklerinden sadece bir kismmiydi.

Hilton, acildid: giinden itibaren, uluslararas: toplantilar
icin de yaygin bir sekilde tercih edildi. Bu alandaki ilk
6nemli organizasyon, 12 Eyliil 1955 tarihinde Istanbul’da
diizenlenen Milletlerarasi Kalkinma Bankasi ve Para Fonu
Teskilati Kongresi’ydi. Basbakan Adnan Menderes tara-
findan acgilan kongreye 58 iilkeden gelen 1000’i askin
delege katilmisti. Bu delegelerin tamaminin Hilton’da
yatirilmasi miimkiin olmadi§indan, Istanbul’daki baska
oteller de devreye sokulmustu. Sorumlu bir yetkilinin
organizasyondan 6nce, “Her seyde titiz davranan bu in-
sanlar1 memnun edecek oteli nerede bulacagimiz bilmi-
yoruz. Hilton Oteli’'nde 200 kisilik yer ayrildi. Ama dele-
gelerin biiyiik kisinin yeri heniiz temin edilememistir”
demesi, Istanbul’'un o dénemdeki konaklama olanaklar:
hakkinda bir fikir vermekteydi.®

Hilton, daha sonraki yillarda da resmi nitelikli ya da is
diinyasina yoénelik bircok biiyiik organizasyonun hem
toplanti, hem de yemek ve konaklama tarafinda yer alda.
Bunlar arasinda en 6nemlilerinden biri, 1978 yilinda
Henry Ford II’nin de katilimiyla, Kog-Ford isbirliginin 50.
yildoniimii icin diizenlenen kutlamalardi. Her iki grubun
en iist diizey yoneticilerinin yam sira ¢cok sayida isadamu,
o6gretim gorevlisi, biiyiikel¢i ve devlet erkdninin katildi-
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+«++-@® 1978 yilinda Kog¢-Ford isbirliginin 50. yil1 Henry
Ford IT’nin de katilimiyla Hilton’da kutlanda.

Attended by Henry Ford II, the 50th anniversary
celebrations of the Kog¢-Ford collaboration were
held at Hilton in 1978.

g1 etkinlik icin Ajda Pekkan, Paris’ten 6zel olarak geti-
rilmisti.” Ayrica yine Hilton’da gerceklestirilen ITU’niin
210’uncu, TRT’nin 25’inci, Milliyet gazetesinin 43’iinci
ve Tiirk Hava Yollari’nin 48’inci yildéniimii kutlamalari,
basinda ses getiren énemli organizasyonlarda.

Mehmet Kunt’a goére Hilton'un bu gibi organizasyon-
lardaki en biiyiik basarisi, kisa zamanda biyiik isle-
rin altindan kalkabilmesiydi. Orneg‘in Kuveyt emirinin
Tiurkiye’yi ziyareti sirasinda ani bir program degisikligi
nedeniyle cumhurbaskanhdi tarafindan Hilton’dan erte-
si giine kadar 40 oda, kral dairesi, balo salonunda biiyiik
bir davet ve solist olarak Emel Sayin’in organize edil-
mesi istenmis ve biitiin bunlar sadece bir giin icinde ku-
sursuz bir sekilde yerine getirilmisti. Hilton istanbul, bu
alanda biiyiik tecriibe sahibi ve giiven veren bir oteldi.?

Fuar, sergi, kongre, konser ve davet gibi biiyiik etkin-
liklere uygun bir mekan olan 3.000 kisi kapasiteli Hilton
Kongre ve Sergi Merkezi’nin 1986 yilinda agilmas: da,
otelin bu yéndeki yeterliliklerine 6énemli bir katk: sag-
layacakti.

Amerikan-Tiirk Isadamlan Konferans1 (1982); TUSIAD
Avrupa Yoneticileri Toplantis1 (1982); Avrupa Sanayi-
ciler Yuvarlak Masas1 (European Round Table - ERT)
(1983); David Rockefeller-Tiirk isadamlari bulusma-
s1 (1988); Diinya Ekonomik Forumu Tiirkiye Toplantisi
(19817, 1989); Habitat Zirvesi (1998); Diinya-Tiirk isadam-
lar1 Kurultay1 (2002); Diinya Su Forumu (2007); Amerikan
Sirketler Dernegi (American Business Forum in Turkey-
ABFT) toplantilar1 ve IMF toplantilari, Hilton’un dogru-
dan veya dolayl katki sagladig: 6nemli organizasyonla-
ra érnek teskil edebilecek etkinliklerden bazilariyd.

@---- Hilton istanbul’un 6zel etkinlikler i¢in kullandig1
iki 6zel mekan: 1001 Gece ve $ehrazat.

Two special venues at Hilton for private events:
1001 Nights and §ehrazat.

nization in this field was the Congress of the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund held in Istanbul on the September 12,
1955. Over 1,000 delegates from 58 countries participated
in the Congress opened by Prime Minister Adnan Men-
deres. Since it was not possible to accommodate all of the
delegates at Hilton, other hotels in Istanbul were also used.
Before the organization, the statement of a responsible of-
ficial gives an idea about the accommodation capacity of
Istanbul at the time: “We don’t know how to find a hotel
that can accommodate and satisfy these exacting people.
We reserved rooms at Hilton for 200 people. But the ac-
commodation of most of the delegates is not determined
yet.”

In the following years, Hilton took part in the organiza-
tion of meetings, dinners and accommodations of various
large-scale official or business events. Among the most
important of these were the celebrations of the 50th year
of the Ko¢-Ford collaboration, which were organized in
1978 with the participation of Henry Ford II. Along with
the top executives of the two groups, many businessmen,
academics, ambassadors and state officials participated
in the event for which Ajda Pekkan was specially flown in
from Paris.” Other important events widely covered by the
press were the celebrations of Istanbul Technical Univer-
sity’s 210th, TRT’s 25th, Milliyet’s 43rd and the Turkish Air-
lines’s 48th anniversary.

According to Mehmet Kunt, Hilton’s biggest success in
such organizations was its ability to handle difficult tasks
in a short time. For example, because of a sudden change
in plans for the Emir of Kuwait’s trip to Turkey, the Presi-
dency asked Hilton to arrange 40 rooms, a king suite as
well as a large banquet in the ballroom, and to book Emel
Sayin as singer for the next day. All these were perfectly
arranged in one day. In this field, Hilton Istanbul was very
experienced and dependable.?

The opening in 1986 of the Hilton Convention and Exhi-
bition Center, which had a capacity of 3,000 people and
provided a convenient venue for large-scope activities
such as fairs, exhibitions, congresses, concerts and social
gatherings, also increased the competence of the hotel in
this area.

Some of the major events that Hilton directly or indirectly
contributed were as follows: The American-Turkish Busi-
nessman Conference, (1982); TUSIAD European Managers
Meeting (1982); The European Round Table - ERT (1983);
David Rockefeller-Turkish Businessmen Meeting (1988);
The World Economic Forum Turkey Meeting (1987, 1989);
The Habitat Summit (1995); The World-Turkish Business-
men Convention (2002); The World Water Forum (2007);
meetings of the American Business Forum in Turkey and
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Hilton Istanbul’un kapilarini agtign tarihten sadece bir giin
sonra, 11 Haziran 1955’te oteldeki ilk balonun Kizilay ya-
rarina verilmesi ve Hollywood yildizlarinin etkisiyle ast-
ronomik bedellere alic1 bulan bilet gelirlerinin tiimiiyle
Kizilay’a birakilmasi, otelin toplumsal fayda kavramini
daha ilk giinden sahiplendiginin en a¢ik géstergesiydi. Ni-
tekim o tarihten sonra, yillar boyunca Hilton’da diizenle-
nen sayisiz balonun énemli bir kismi hayir kuruluslarinca
gercgeklestirildi. Otel, bu gibi organizasyonlara kar amach
bakmadig: gibi, her etkinlie destek vererek dolaylh bir
sekilde bu kuruluslara katk: saglada.

Ozellikle gocuklara yénelik etkinlikler, Hilton Istanbul’un
sosyal sorumluluk vizyonu icinde 6nemli bir yer tutuyordu.
Her 23 Nisan’da Sadirvan’da ya da balo salonunda ¢ocuk-
lara yonelik bir balo diizenleniyor, bu baloda diizenlenen
acik artirma ve diger gelir getirici etkinliklerle 20-30 ¢ocu-
ga burs kazandirihiyordu.! Bu gibi etkinlikler biiyiik oranda
Cocuk Esirgeme Kurumu ile isbirligi icinde gerceklestirili-
yordu. Yillar icinde bir gelenek halini alan 23 Nisan kutla-
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Unlii sarkici ve film yildizi Goniil Yazar, 1960’11 yillarda
Hilton’da diizenlenen bir yardim balosunda goniillii
olarak bilet satiyor.

Famous singer and actress Goniil Yazar volunteering to
sell tickets for a benefit ball at Hilton in the 60s.

Kuruldugu giinden beri ézellikle cocuklara
yonelik etkinlikler, Hilton Istanbul’un sosyal
sorumluluk vizyonu icinde onemli bir yer
tutuyor.

Events for the benefit of children have held an
important place in Hilton Istanbul’s vision of
social responsibility since the first day.

malarinin disinda, zaman zaman kimsesiz gocuklar yararina
6zel balo ve etkinlikler de diizenleniyordu. Ornegin Liones
Kuliibii gibi kuruluslar tarafindan Hilton’da diizenlenen de-
fileler, cocuklara yoénelik yardim toplama etkinlikleri ara-
sinda 6énemli bir yer tutuyordu.?

Hilton Istanbul’'un cocuklarin yararina dogrudan destek
verdigi projelerden bir bagkas: da, Tiirkiye’deki ilk SOS
Cocuk Koyii'niin kurulmasi calismalariydi. S6z konusu
proje, Merkezi Viyana’da bulunan SOS Kinderdorf Inter-
national adh uluslararasi bir organizasyonun Tiirkiye aya-
g1 tarafindan yiiriitiilmekteydi. Proje, kimsesiz cocuklarin
her tiirli barinma, yemek ve bakim ihtiyacini karsilayacak
biiyiik bir k6éy kurulmasini hedefliyordu. Diinyada pek ¢cok
ornedi olan bu kéylerde cocuklar, 6-7 kisilik gruplar halin-
de, gercek aileye ¢cok benzeyen bir ortamda yetistiriliyor-
du. Gruplan olusturan degisik yas gruplarindan kizh er-
kekli cocuklar, birer kardes gibi, kendilerine ait bir evde
yasiyorlardi. Her ailenin basinda, ¢ocuklarin bakimindan
sorumlu bir SOS annesi bulunuyordu. Amag, tiim diinyada

On June 11, 1955, just one day after Hilton Istanbul opened its
doors, the first ball to be held at the hotel was for the benefit
of the Red Crescent, and the proceeds from the tickets, sold
at astronomically high figures thanks to the support given by
Hollywood stars, were turned over again to the Red Crescent;
all these clearly demonstrated that the hotel took the concept
of public good to heart. For years afterwards, a significant
portion of the innumerable balls at Hilton was organized by
charities. The hotel did not see these occasions as opportu-
nities to make money, and supported these institutions indi-
rectly by helping with organizational aspects.

Events that focused on children occupied a special place with-
in Hilton Istanbul’s vision of social responsibility. On every 23
April, a ball was organized at the Sadirvan or the ballroom for
children and the proceeds from the auctions and other fund-

raising events during the ball helped fund scholarships given
to 20-30 children.! Such events were organized to a large de-
gree together with the Child Protection Agency. Apart from
the 23 April celebrations that turned into a tradition over the
years, occasionally some balls and events were organized for
the benefit of homeless children. The fashion shows organized
at Hilton by the Lioness Club and the like occupied an impor-
tant place among the fundraising events for children.?

Another one of the projects directly supported by Hilton Is-
tanbul for the benefit of children concerned building the first
SOS Village for Children in Turkey. This project was directed
by the Turkish branch of the SOS Kinderdorf International,
whose headquarters were in Vienna. The project aimed to
build a big village for homeless children and to meet their
needs regarding shelter, food and care. At these villages all




Hilton istanbul’un LOSEV disinda Bir Dilek Tut Dernegi, Aile E§itim Dernegi
ve TOCEV’le de yakin igbirlikleri bulunuyor.

Besides LOSEV, Hilton Istanbul closely collaborates with the Make a Wish
Association, the Family Education Association and TOCEYV.

100 adetten fazla bulunan SOS Cocuk Kéylerinin bir érne-
ginin de Tiirkiye’de kurulmasiydi.

Hilton Istanbul, 25. y1l kutlamalarin ebedilestirmek ama-
ciyla, Tiirkiye’deki ilk SOS Cocuk Kéyii'niin kurulmasina
katk: saglamak iizere, 1980 yili boyunca cesitli yardim
etkinlikleri diizenlemeye karar vermisti. Bu etkinlikler
arasinda bir yardim yemedi, havuz kenarinda diizenle-
necek bir barbekii partisi ve bir Uluslararas1 Bazaar et-
kinligi bulunuyordu. Hilton dergisinde, bu etkinliklerden
elde edilecek tiim gelirlerin, Istanbul Sultan Ciftligi'nde
kurulmasi planlanan SOS Cocuk Koéyii'ne bagislanacagi
duyuruluyordu.®

Hilton Istanbul’'un cocuklara yénelik sosyal sorumluluk
projeleri ginimiizde ¢ok yonlii bir sekilde devam ediyor.
2007 yilindan bu yana ¢ocuklar yararina yapilan ¢alisma-
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lar arasinda Bir Dilek Tut Dernegi, Aile Egitim Dernedi,
Rotary Vakfi ve Tiivana Okuma Istekli Cocuk Egitim Vakfi
(TOCEV) ile gerceklestirilen isbirlikleri ve sponsorluklar
o6nemli bir yer tutuyor. Ayrica Hilton’un Lésemili Cocuklar
Vakfi'yla (LOSEV) ortak diizenledigi yilbas1 partileri, her
zaman oldugu gibi yine ¢ocuklarin yararimi ve mutlulugu-
nu amaglayan etkinliklerden bir digerini olusturuyor. 2010
yiulbasi kutlamasiyla ti¢iinciisii gergeklestirilen ve artik ge-
leneksel bir hale gelen yilbasi partilerinde ¢cocuklar, ¢esit-
li etkinliklerle dolu eglenceli bir giiniin ardindan, yilbas:
hediyeleri ve pastalariyla yeni bir yila girmenin sevincini
Hilton’la paylasiyor. Avrupa ¢apinda ¢cocuklara saghk ve
egitim alaninda yardim etmek amaciyla faaliyet gésteren
Hilton Topluma Hizmet Vakfi'nin (Hilton in the Community
Foundation-HCF) Tiirkiye ayaginin da 2010 yilinda hizmete
girmesi bekleniyor. Bu ¢ergevede Cocuk Esirgeme Kuru-
mu ile igbirligi ve bazi ortak etkinlikler planlamyor.

Avrupa ¢apmnmda ¢ocuklara saglk
ve egitim alaninda yardum etmek
amaciyla faaliyet gosteren Hilton
Topluma Hizmet Vakfinin
(HCF) Tiirkiyede de 2010 yilinda
hizmete girmesi bekleniyor.

Striving to provide help to
children all over Europe in the
areas of health and education,
the Hilton in the Community
Foundation (HCF) is expected to
become active in Turkey in 2010.

around the world, children were brought up in groups of 6-7,
under conditions very similar to a family setting. The girls
and boys from different ages lived together like a family in a
house of their own. All families were headed by an SOS moth-
er who was responsible for the care of the children. The aim
was to build one of the SOS Villages for Children in Turkey.

Hilton Istanbul decided to organize various fundraising activ-
ities throughout 1980, as part of its 25th anniversary celebra-
tions, to support the foundation of the first SOS Village for
Children in Turkey. Among these events were a fundraising
dinner, a poolside barbeque party and an International Ba-
zaar event. The Hilton magazine announced that all the pro-
ceeds from these events would be donated to the SOS Village
for Children, to be built in Sultan Ciftligi, Istanbul.’

Hilton Istanbul’s social responsibility projects aimed at chil-
dren continue today with great diversity. Among such proj-
ects organized for the well-being of children since 2007, joint
efforts and sponsored events with the Make a Wish Associa-
tion, the Family Education Association, the Rotary Foundation
and the Foundation for Educating Children (TOCEV) have an
important place. Hilton’s New Year balls, organized together
with the Foundation for Children with Leukemia (LOSEV),
constitute another example of the events aiming for the well-
being and happiness of children. The third such ball was or-
ganized on the New Year of 2010; during these parties, which
have now become something of a tradition, children spend a
day filled with fun activities and share with Hilton the happi-
ness of starting a new year with presents and cakes.

Striving to provide help to children all over Europe in the ar-
eas of health and education, Hilton in the Community Foun-
dation (HCF) is expected to open its Turkey branch in 2010,
and a number of joint events and joint projects are planned
with the Child Protection Agency.

Hillonda

Vamik

Fomilysi
Ll

tranals NelfywasdTy

!hr.i\a"f

hiryitk bir

 ma—
: j ai

alet meshed halindey
Torey Mpor, bir g9
dalayt iiziintd

Balo bir fuv

miai gezdiler

| menfaaline Hiltondz

vini japrhey

halo verildi

Y iduzlar din s
setede gikan rRsmOE

iginde

B

131



(

. )
& R e M T T e e —
1 . T > = - L ¥ — S e . e Wl T ==F y I_I' RN 50 LA
. = B ______H__'__ = e ?._ i s e - ! 1| e I T -;;_La i:"ej_il';.l"l ||‘-7:§[}
.-‘I'_ T ===l o = | : : g ! | : i iy M‘:__ ’_rh
= . - ? - = " | 4-_j!- | 0] o] = J -I“—| - -
J L. . e ] il | 8. | — — - o ] ] Y
i [ N 4 -

=i

B | ; ; L.
all !

|
|
|
1 s I
|| — I [ o ] [ B B .. ; ; .- = o v
] L . . e

- ) =
| E T L ] =
= ——s 18
i ! w= i

i T a

[Filton Istanbul is 55 years old today. From the ~
day it opened its doors until the present, time

“sia_slw has been flying by for exactly 55 years. But as 4

j ‘a symbol of quality and prestige untarnished by timéy. =

,'_;_ Hilton -Istanbul continues to sexrve new generations™ .

i without ever growing old. .

ilton Istanbul, bugiin 55 yasinda. Otelin,
Hkapﬂanm halka ac¢tigr giinden bu yana,

tam 55 yildir zaman akip gidiyor. Ama
Hilton Istanbul, zamanin eskitemedigi bir kalite
ve prestij simgesi olarak, kusaktan kusaga yas-
lanmadan hizmet vermeyi siirdiiriiyor.




Hilton Istanbul’un agildiktan kisa bir siire sonra genigletilmesine
karar verildi ve 1965 yilinda otele klimal1 150 oda eklendi.

A short while after Hilton Istanbul opened, an extension became

necessary and in 1965, 150 air-conditioned rooms were added.

Conrad Hilton’'un altin anahtarla kapiyr acip Hilton
Istanbul’u resmen hizmete soktugu 10 Haziran 1955 tari-
hinde otelde ¢alismakta olan Yiiksel ismen’e gore acilis
torenleri i¢in binada herhangi bir siisleme yapilmamsts;
¢linkii zaten her sey piril piril, her yer gicir gicirdi.! Ama
zaman otellerde hizli geger. Yapilar ve icindekiler hiz-
la yipramir, o piril pirl goériintiiler yerini kisa zamanda
eskimislige birakir. Bu nedenle Hilton International’in
temel prensiplerinden biri, otellerinin normal bakim
faaliyetlerini araliksiz siirdiirerek yeni goriiniimlerini
muhafaza etmek ve gerekli yenileme, genisletme ve
modernlestirme calismalarini yaparak otelleri giincel
beklenti ve ihtiyaclara uygun hale getirmektir. Béylece
tiim Hilton otelleri her zaman yeni kalir ve fonksiyonel-
liklerini korur.

Her donemde yiiksek
doluluk oranlariyla
faaliyet gosteren
Hilton Istanbul iki kez
genisletildi.

Occupancy rates at
Hilton Istanbul were
always high, and the
hotel was expanded
twice.

B
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Bu yaklasim, Hilton Istanbul’un zamamn baskisina boyun
egmemesindeki en énemli yardimcisi oldu. Otel, sayisiz
kez tadilattan gegcirilerek en yeni fonksiyonlarla donatilds,
her yoéniiyle giincel kalmas: saglandi. Otel iki kez genis-
letilerek oda sayis: artirildi. Bu genisletme ¢alismalarinin
ilki, orijinal plana uygun olarak yeni bir blokun eklenme-
si amaciyla 1957 yilinda baslatildi. Ancak 1960’taki askeri
darbe nedeniyle ek ingaat ancak 1965 yilinda tamamlana-
bildi ve klimal 150 oda eklendi. 1969’da yapilan ek bir ¢a-
hismayla tiim otel klimatize edildi.

Hilton International ve mal sahibi Emekli Sandid arasin-
daki 20 yillik ilk s6zlesmenin siiresi 1975’te tamamlanda.
Otel isletmeciliginde, 6zellikle agilistan itibaren ilk yil-
larda zarar normal karsilansa da, Hilton Istanbul isletme-

++-+@® 1960’11 yillarin sonlarinda tiimiiyle klimatize edilen
Hilton, hizmet kalitesini artirarak faaliyetini siirdiirdii.

Hilton became totally air-conditioned towards the end of
the 60s, and continued to increase its quality of service
every day.

According to Yiiksel [smen, who was working at the hotel
on June 10, 1955, the day Conrad Hilton opened the doors
with a golden key and officially inaugurated Hilton Istan-
bul, no special decorations had been made in the building
for the occasion; everything was already in tip-top shape.’
But time flies in hotels. Buildings and the things inside be-
gin to show wear and tear, and what was once spick-and-
span becomes dated and jaded. That is the reason why
one of the fundamental principles of Hilton International
is to preserve the shiny new look of the hotels by cease-
lessly continuing reqular maintenance work and to bring
the hotels on par with current expectations and needs by
carrying out the necessary renovations, expansions and
modernizations. This ensures that all Hilton hotels remain
new and functional all the time.

This approach was the main reason Hilton Istanbul was
able to resist the pressures of passing time. The hotel was
remodeled countless times and fitted with all the newest
functions, bringing it up-to-date on all fronts. It was twice
expanded to increase the number of rooms. The first of
these expansions begun in 1957 with the aim of adding a
new block as stipulated by the original plan. Due to the in-
tervention of the military coup in 1960, construction work
could be finished only in 1965 and 150 air-conditioned
rooms were added. All rooms at the hotel became air-
conditioned in 1969.

The first 20-year contract between Hilton International and
the Pension Fund who owned the building came to an end
in 1975. Although it is normal for hotels to be in the red for
the first few years, Hilton Istanbul was always a profitable
investment from the get go and remained so until 1975.
This facilitated the extension of the contract for another
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10 years, and the same contract stipulated an across-the-
board renovation. The Roof Rotisserie was completely
rebuilt according to world standards, and the restaurant
on Bosphorous Terrace underwent extensive changes; all
the carpets, elevators, infrastructure, room decorations,
public toilets, the lobby and the corner rooms were re-
newed and the reception area of the swimming pool was
expanded.

The economic difficulties that beset Turkey in the sec-
ond half of the 1970s caused the renovation of the hotel
to slow down, but the accelerated economic development
after 1982 gave new impetus to these efforts. As part of
the changes the Turkish hamam was opened and the ten-
nis courts were fitted with new lighting; two new squash
courts and an indoor swimming pool were added.

In 1983 the “Executive Floor” was opened, which, in accor-
dance with the “hotel within a hotel” concept, had its own
private elevator, check-in desk, bar and lounge. This con-
cept proved so successful that a new floor was added as a
result of the expansion work in April 1985 and the number
of rooms increased to 26. The same period, however, wit-
nesses a shortage of rooms in tandem with the increasing
international importance of Istanbul. This led to a new ex-
pansion and within four months, all preparations to add 100
new rooms were completed. In 1985, on the 30th anniver-
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ye agildidn ilk giinden itibaren kara geg¢ti ve mukavele-
nin sona erdigi 1975 yilina kadar da verimli bir yatinnm
olma 6zelligini korudu. Bu nedenle 1975’te mukavele 10
yilligina uzatildi. Aym1 mukavele gercevesinde otelde
biiyik ¢apta bir yenileme yapilmasina karar verildi. Bu
kapsamda Roof Rotisserie tamamen diinya standartlari-
na uygun sekilde insa edilirken, Bosphorus Terrace res-
toraminda biiyiik ¢aph bir tadilat gergeklestirildi; otelin
tum halilan, asansdrleri, diger altyap: tesisati, odalarin
dekorasyonu, genel tuvaletleri, lobisi, kése odalar ye-
nilendi ve yiizme havuzunun davet alam genisletildi.

1970’1i yillarin ikinci yarisinda Tiirkiye’de yasanan ekono-
mik sikintilar otelin yenilenme siirecinde yavaslamaya yol
actiysa da, 1982’den sonra ekonomik gelismenin yeniden
saglanmasiyla oteldeki yenileme c¢alismalarina bir kez
daha hiz verildi. Tiirk hamaminin a¢ilmasi, tenis kortlari-
mn aydinlatilmasi, iki squash kortunun eklenmesi ve ka-
pali yizme havuzu, bu degisikliklerden bir bélimiydii.

1983 yilinda “otel iginde otel” konsepti dogrultusunda
kendi 6zel asansorii, check-in masasi, bar1 ve oturma
salonuyla “Executive Floor” devreye alindi. Bu konsept
o kadar basarl oldu ki, 1985 Nisan’inda yapilan genis-
letme ile boélimdeki oda sayis: iki kata yayilmis olarak
26’ya cikarildi. Ancak bu dénemde, Istanbul’un ulusla-
rarasi 6neminin artmasiyla paralel olarak énemli bir oda
acidi ortaya cikti. Bunun iizerine bir kez daha genisleme
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1970’li yillarda yapilan yenilemeler cercevesinde havuzun
davet alani genisletildi ve tenis kortlari 1s1klandirildi.

As part of the renovations in the 70s, the reception area of the

pool became larger and the tennis courts were illuminated.

karar alindi ve doért ay gibi rekor bir siirede otele 100
oda daha ilave edilmesi i¢in gereken hazirliklar tamam-
landi. Otelin 30. yi1ldéniimiine denk gelen 1985’te bu
odalarn insaatina baslandi. Bu genisleme, Hilton’'u bir
kez daha Istanbul'un en biiyiik oteli haline getirdi. Hil-
ton International’in baskani Curt Strand, 30. yi1ldéniimii
igin yayinladign 6zel mesajda, “Higbir otel icin iki kez
biiyiitiilmekten daha biiyiik bir takdir olamaz” diyordu.
Strand’a gbre biyilitmenin otelin orijinal tasarimina sa-
dik kalinarak yapilmasi ise, Hilton Istanbul’'un mimari
konseptinin ne kadar saglam oldugunun bir gésterge-
siydi.2

Bu degisiklikler elbette kolay olmadi. Bu dénemde otel
personeli, 6zellikle giiriiltii yiiziinden daha énce hi¢ duy-
madid, gérmedigi sikayetlerle karsilast:; cesitli operasyo-
nel zorluklarla kars: karsiya kaldi.* Buna ragmen yapilmasi
gerekenlerden geri adim atilmadan, yenileme ¢alismalarn
devam etti. 1994 yihindan itibaren biitiin odalarin yenilen-

++-+@ Otelin i¢c boliimleri yenilenirken yapinin genel mimari
konseptinin korunmasina 6zen gosterildi.

Care was taken to preserve the general architectural
concept while the interior of the hotel was being
renovated.

sary of the hotel, construction began. This expansion made
Hilton once more the biggest hotel in Istanbul. Curt strand,
the president of Hilton International, said in his special
message for the anniversary that “There can be no higher
praise for a hotel that to be expanded twice.” According
to Strand, it was a sign of the strength of Hilton Istanbul’s
architectural concept that the expansion was carried out
without breaking away from the original design.?

These changes naturally did not come easy. The hotel per-
sonnel of the period had to face an unprecedented amount
of complaints regarding especially the noise, and had to
cope with numerous operational difficulties.®> Renovation
work nonetheless went ahead unhindered. In 1994 all the
rooms were included in the renovation program. Close to
USD 30 million were spent for these changes and renova-
tions. In the aftermath of the Goélciik Earthquake in 1999,
additional measures were taken to reinforce the building.

Disregarding the interim years, Hilton Istanbul had two
big birthdays on its “silver” and “gold” anniversaries dur-
ing its 55 years. In 1980, on the 25th anniversary, Prime
Minister Siileyman Demirel sent a special message to con-
gratulate Hilton Istanbul’s “Silver Anniversary,” and said
this was the silver anniversary of Turkish tourism as well,
thereby accepting that Hilton was a turning point for Turk-
ish tourism. According to Demirel, Hilton Istanbul had not
only made contributions to modern hotel management
but also in the provision of external funds for the econo-
my of the country by bringing in USD 356 million of for-
eign currency during those 25 years. Hilton Istanbul was
a great school in hotel management and a place that gave
new concepts and standard to social life, and Siileyman
Demirel thanked Hilton for these contributions.

Hilton Istanbul, Hilton grubunun
prensipleri dogrultusunda siirekli olarak
yenilenerek giincelligini ve sikligini hep
korudu.

Hilton Istanbul was always an elegant
and state-of-the-art hotel, thanks to the
renovations carried out in line with the
principles of the Hilton group.
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mesine baslandi. Bu dénemde tadilat ve yenilemeler igin
30 milyon dolara yakin para harcandi. Yapilan ¢alismalar,
1999 Gélciik depreminden sonra gergeklestirilen giiclen-
dirme calismalanyla yepyeni bir boyut kazandi.

Hilton Istanbul, ara yillar bir yana birakilacak olursa, 55
yillik tarihi icinde “giimiis” ve “altin” yillarina yonelik
olarak iki biiyiik yas giinii kutlamasi yapti. 1980 yilinda,
otelin agilisinin 25. yi1ldéniimii i¢in 6zel bir mesaj gén-
deren Basbakan Siileyman Demirel, Hilton istanbul “Gii-
miis Yili”n1 kutlarken, aslinda Tiirkiye’de modern turiz-
min de “Giimiis Yili”m kutladigini belirtiyor ve Hilton’u
bu anlamda Tiirk turizmi i¢in bir milat olarak kabul edi-
yordu. Demirel’e gére Hilton istanbul, modern otelcilige
yaptigi katkilarin disinda, 25 yil iginde 356 milyon dolar-
ik doéviz getirerek iilkeye dis kaynak temininde de ¢ok
onemli katkilar saglamisti. Otelcilik alaninda gercek bir
okul olan Hilton istanbul, cemiyet hayatina yeni kavram-
lar ve standartlar kazandiran bir yerdi. Siileyman Demi-
rel, bu katkilarindan 6tiirii Hilton’a tesekkiir ediyordu.

25 yil icinde elde edilen istatistikler gercekten de etkileyi-
ciydi. Hilton International’in bagkani Curt R. Strand’a gére
25 yil icinde Hilton Istanbul yaklasik 4 milyon konuk agr-
lamis, ortalama yiizde 85 doluluk saglanmisti. Otelin yeme
icme olanaklarindan yararlanan kisi sayis1 14,5 milyondan
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Otelcilik alaninda gergek bir okul
olan Hilton Istanbul, her donemde
oncii ve yenilikgi roliinii siirdiirdii.

Truly a school in hotel management,
Hilton Istanbul was a pioneer and
always embraced novelties.

fazlaydi. Bu kadar siire iginde kullamilan carsaflar u¢ uca
eklense, diinyamn ¢evresini 2,5 metre eninde bir bantla
dénmek miimkiin olabilirdi. Tiiketilen 1,5 milyon sise i¢-
kiyle yiizme havuzunu tamamen doldurmak miimkiindii.*

Hilton Istanbul’un kazandig1 basari, Tiirkiye’de girisile-
cek baska yatinmlar i¢cin de cesaret vericiydi. 1980°li yil-
larda Tiirkiye ekonomisi hizla disa a¢iliyor, uluslararasi
is cevrelerinin Istanbul’daki varhg artiyor ve turizmde
biiyiik bir patlama yasamyordu. Bu gelismeler 1s1§inda
Hilton International, Istanbul’dan sonra Tiirkiye’deki ilk
otelini 1988 yilinda Ankara’da acti. Ardindan grubun
Istanbul’daki ikinci oteli olan ParkSA Istanbul hizmete
girdi. Bunu Mersin, izmir, Adana, Kayseri, Dalaman ve
Kiitahya’da acilan oteller izledi. Giiniimiizde bir yandan
mevcut otellerin yenileme ¢alismalari devam ederken,
Hilton Worldwide tarafindan Tiirkiye’deki otel sayisim
artirmaya yonelik 20’nin iizerinde proje yiiriitiiliiyor.
Bu projeler arasinda, Tiirkiye’de ilk kez acilacak Hilton
Garden Inn (HGI) ve Doubletree by Hilton (DTbH) otel-
leri de bulunuyor.

50. y1l kutlamalarinin yapildig 2005 yilinda ise agirlanan
kisi sayis1 12 milyon 227 bine ulasmisti. Bu siire icinde 35
milyon 706 bin kisi restoranlarda yemek yemis, 4 mil-
yon 357 bin litre i¢ki tiiketilmisti. Otel, genisletmelerden

++++@® Hilton Istanbul yillar igcinde kidemini artirirken, onu 1988’den itibaren
Tiirkiye’nin gesitli noktalarinda agilmaya baslayan diger Hilton’lar izledi.

As Hilton Istanbul gained seniority through the years, new Hiltons were

opened all over Turkey after 1988.

The statistics of the 25 years were truly impressive. Ac-
cording to Curt R. Strand, the president of Hilton Inter-
national, Hilton Istanbul hosted nearly 4 million guests
during those years and had an average occupancy rate of
85%. More than 14.5 million people had dined and wined
at the hotel. If all the bed sheets used during this period
were tied end to end, it would be possible to tie a band 2.5
m wide around the globe. The 1.5 million bottles of drinks
consumed could fill the swimming pool to the brim.*

Hilton Istanbul’s success encouraged other investments in
Turkey. The Turkish economy was rapidly opening up in
the 80s, with an increasing presence of international busi-
ness in Istanbul and a boom in tourism. In light of these de-
velopments, Hilton International opened its first hotel after
Istanbul in Ankara in 1988. Afterwards the second hotel of
the group in Istanbul, ParkSA Istanbul was opened. These
were followed by hotels in Mersin, Izmir, Adana, Kayseri,
Dalaman and Kiitahya. Today the renovation of existing
hotels continues, while Hilton Worldwide is working on
more than 20 projects to increase the number of its ho-
tels in Turkey including the Hilton Garden Inn (HGI), and
Doubletree by Hilton (DTbH) brands.

By 2005, when the 50th anniversary celebrations took
place, the number of guests reached a total of 12,227,000.
During that period, 35,706,000 people ate at the restau-
rants and 4,357,000 liters of drinks were consumed. After
the expansions the hotel reached a capacity of 498 rooms
and was modernized to accommodate all the possible de-
mands of its guests.

2005 marked the 50th anniversary of Hilton Istanbul, and
a change that constituted a cornerstone in the history of

S Wit godoen vikes atn yhn atn dege o

the hotel took place: as part of the privatization program,
the hotel which until then was the property of the Pension
Fund was sold to Dogan Group. The first attempts in this
direction started in 2004. The preliminary preparations for
the selling of seven big hotels belonging to the Pension
Fund, of which Hilton Istanbul was one, were concluded in
2005 and the hotels were put out to tender. Eight firms par-
ticipated in the tender of Hilton Istanbul, one of the most
valued hotels of the privatization program. At the end of
a very competitive bidding, the hotel was bought for USD
255 million by Ortadogu Otomotiv of Dogan Group, one of
the eminent groups in Turkey. According to Tufan Darbaz,
former CEO of Dogan Group who concluded the bidding,
this big investment meant that one of Aydin Dogan’s big-
gest dreams came true.’

As a matter of fact, in a statement on the purchase of Hilton
Istanbul, Aydin Dogan explained that he saw Hilton Istan-
bul not merely as a hotel but as the “pioneering institu-
tion and symbol of the modern Republic of Turkey which
continues to develop and grow, and embraces a Western
lifestyle” in the following words:

I never saw Hilton as an ordinary hotel. What re-
ally attracted me were the values Hilton Istanbul
represented and the novelties it brought to Tur-
key. Hilton Istanbul is truly the representative and
pioneer of many a “first” in Turkey. In a sense it
was the harbinger of the “hotel management revo-
lution” in Istanbul and in Turkey in general. Hilton
Istanbul brought a whole new set of standards to
Turkey. It became to face of modern and Western
Turkey. Hilton Istanbul is the brand name that best
symbolizes the concept of modern Turkey.

139



498 odaya ulasmis, bir miisterinin talep edebilecedi her
tirli hizmeti sunabilecek sekilde modernlestirilmisti.

Hilton Istanbul’un 50. yilimin kutlandigi 2005 yili, aym
zamanda otel tarihinde kose tasi niteliginde énemli bir
degisiklige sahne oldu ve daha énce Emekli Sandidi’na
ait olan otel, 6zellestirme kapsaminda Dogan Grubu’'na
satildi. Bu yondeki ilk calismalar ilk kez 2004 yilinda
giindeme geldi. Aralarinda Hilton istanbul’un da bu-
lundugu Emekli Sandigi’na ait yedi biiyiik otelin satisi
icin 6n calismalar 2005 yilinda tamamlandi ve oteller
ihale yoluyla satisa sunuldu. Ozellestirme kapsaminda-
ki en gézde otellerden biri olan Hilton Istanbul’un iha-
lesine toplam 8 firma katildi. Olduk¢a ¢ekismeli gegcen
bir acik artirma siireci sonunda otel, 255 milyon dolar
bedelle Tiirkiye’'nin sayili gruplarindan biri olan Do-
gan Holding’e bagh Ortadogu Otomotiv tarafindan satin
alindi. haleyi sonuclandiran Dogan Grubu eski CEO’su
Tufan Darbaz’a gére bu biiyiikk yatirim, Grup Baskani
Aydin Dogan’in en biiyiik hayallerinden birinin gergek-
lesmesi anlamina da gelmekteydi.®

Gergekten de Hilton Istanbul’un alinmasiyla ilgili gériis-
lerini aciklayan Aydin Dogan, Hilton istanbul’a sadece
bir otel olarak degil, “gelisen, biiyliyen, Batih yasam
tarzin1 benimseyen modern Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin
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onci bir kurumu ve sembolii” olarak verdigi degeri
soyle agikliyordu:

Ben Hilton’a hi¢bir zaman herhangi bir otel goziiy-
le bakmadim. Beni asil cezbeden Hilton Istanbul’un
temsil ettigi degerler ve Tiirkiye’ye getirdigi yeni-
liklerdi. Gercekten de Hilton Istanbul, Tiirkiye’de
pek ¢cok “ilk”in temsilcisi ve énciisiidiir. Bir anlam-
da Istanbul’da ve Tiirkiye’de “otelcilik devrimi”ni
baslatmistir. Hilton Istanbul, Tiirkiye’ye yepyeni
bir standart getirmistir. Cagdas, Batili Tiirkiye’nin
yiizii ve vitrini olmustur. Hilton Istanbul, modern
Tiirkiye kavramini en iyi sekilde sembolize eden
bir markadir.

Bu giiclii marka ile is ortakligi yaparken, sadece
alabileceklerimize dedil, bu markaya katabile-
cegimiz yerel degerlere de odaklandik. Ortaya
cok giizel bir sentez ¢ikti. Bu sentezi korumayi ve
yeni ihtiyaclara uyarlamayi en biiyiik sorumluluk
olarak goriiyorum. Her lilkenin tarihine taniklik
eden anit eserler vardir. Hilton Istanbul da boyle
bir eserdir. Bir anlamda yakin tarihimizin canli
bir sahididir. Bu otelin ruhunda Tiirkiye’nin ta-
rihi vardir. Biz bu eseri korumanin ve gelecek
nesillere en iyi sekilde aktarmanin bilinci ve so-

++++@® Bugiin 55. yagini kutlayan Hilton Istanbul, zamanin eskitemedigi
bir anit gibi Istanbul’u siislemeye devam ediyor.

Celebrating its 55th anniversary in 2010, Hilton Istanbul adorns the

city like a monument defying time.

We focused on not only what we stand to gain in
cooperating with this strong brand name, but also
on the local values we could add to it. A beautiful
synthesis emerged. I see it as the greatest respon-
sibility to preserve this synthesis and to adapt it
to new needs. In every country there are monu-
mental works that bear witness to its history. Hilton
Istanbul is one such monument. It is, in a sense,
the living witness of our recent history. The spirit
of this hotel contains the history of Turkey. We are
well aware of the importance and responsibility of
preserving this monument and to pass it on to fu-
ture generations. Hilton Istanbul’s future will be as
ambitious as the brilliance of its past.

Hilton Istanbul was unrivaled in its early years.
Now, however, it serves its guests in a very com-
petitive environment. Hilton Istanbul
has a great advantage due to its excep-
tional location and its quality of service.
It is nonetheless necessary to complete
the transformation to the hospitality
concept of the 21st century by strength-
ening its physical infrastructure and in-

Hilton Istanbul, 55 yil boyunca
“modern klasik” anlayisimin
temsilcisi oldu.

For 55 years Hilton Istanbul
has been the embodiment of the
“modern classic.”

creasing its capacity and service diversity without
changing its overall look and basic structure. If
conditions prove favorable, we would like to trans-
form Hilton Istanbul into a more modern and com-
prehensive facility that can better compete on the
international level, while scrupulously preserving
the urban fabric and cultural heritage of Istanbul.b

As Aydin Dogan emphasizes, Hilton Istanbul has always been
the hotel of “first”s and “most”s ever since its construction.
When it was built, it was the tallest building in Istanbul. This
construction was the place foam bricks were used for the
first time. The complimentary Istanbul Hilton Magazine for
the perusal of Hilton’s guests was the first of its kind when it
began its publication life in 1949. Hilton was the first entity
in Turkey to use the advanced automatic telephone switch-
board that came into service in 1984 after a complete over-




rumlulugu icindeyiz. Hilton Istanbul’un ge¢misi
ne kadar parlak ise, gelecegi de o derece iddiali
olacaktir.

Hilton Istanbul, kurulus yillarinda rakipsizdi. Sim-
di ise ¢ok zorlu bir rekabet ortaminda hizmet ve-
riyor. Hilton Istanbul, miistesna konumu ve hizmet
kalitesiyle bu rekabette ¢cok bliylik bir sansa sahip.
Ancak bu imkénlarin daha iyi degerlendirilmesi
ve 50’li yillarin otelcilik anlayisindan 21. yiizyilin
otelcilik anlayisina déniisiimii icin gerekli fiziki
altyapisinin giiclendirilmesi; genel gériiniimii ve
temel yapilanmasiyla oynanmadan hizmet kapa-
sitesini ve cesitliligini artirmasi gerekir. Bizim bu
yondeki yatirimlarimiz devam edecektir. Hilton
Istanbul’u uluslararasi rekabette iistiin bir konu-
ma getirmek icin sartlarin izin vermesi halinde bu
oteli Istanbul’un dokusuna ve kiiltiir mirasina titiz
bir baglilik icinde, daha modern ve kapsamli bir
hizmet alanina déniistiirmek istiyoruz.®

Aydin Dogan’in da vurguladign gibi, Hilton Istanbul,
insaatindan baslayarak her doénemde “ilk”lerin ve
“en”lerin oteli oldu. Bina kuruldugunda, Istanbul’un en
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+«++® Otelin girisindeki iinlii “Ugcan Hal1”, gokyiiziinii simgeleyen
mavi mozaikleriyle ziyaretgileri selamlamayu siirdiiriiyor.

The famous “Flying Carpet” at the entrance of the hotel
continues to greet the guests with its blue mosaics that
symbolize the sky.

yiiksek binasiydi. Insaatinda ilk kez kopiiklii tugla kul-
lamldi. Miisterilerine iicretsiz olarak sunulan Istanbul
Hilton Magazine adli dergi 1969 yilinda ¢cikmaya basla-
diginda, kendi tiiriinde Tiirkiye’nin ilk érnegiydi. 1984
yilinda tamamen yenilenerek otomatik sisteme gegilen
gelismis otomatik telefon santralini Tiirkiye’de ilk kul-
lanan kurulus Hilton’du. Aym sekilde Hilton istanbul,
diinyada bilgisayarl sisteme gecen ilk otellerden biriy-
di. 1983 yilindan itibaren biitiin 6n biiro ve rezervasyon
islemleri bilgisayarla takip edilmeye baslandi. Aymn ta-
rihte kart anahtar sistemine gecilerek Tiirkiye’de yine
bir ilke imza atild.

Hilton Istanbul, hizmet ¢esitliligi ve yaraticiik bakimin-
dandaher dénemde éncii bir otel oldu. istanbul’dabarda
defile yapma modasinin yaraticis: Hilton’du. Istanbul’un
gercek anlamda ilk bar diskotedi yine Hilton’da acildi.
Istanbul barlarinda “Happy Hour” uygulamasin ilk kez
Pilsen Pub baslatti. Otel, sayisiz kez ddiillere layik go6-
rildii.

Ancak tiim bu ilklerin yaninda Hilton Istanbul, cesitli se-
killerde topluma, kent yasamina, mimarhda, turizme ve
Tiirk otelciligine katkilar sagladi. Otel, agildiktan sonra
Istanbul’daki is hayatiuin, diplomatik faaliyetlerin ve
turistik fonksiyonlarin merkezi haline geldi.” Hilton Is-
tanbul, Istanbul’un ¢ehresini degistiren bir simge oldu
ve kentin sosyal hayatina bir¢cok dedisiklik getirdi. “Hil-
ton” kelimesi, konfor, kalite ve yiiksek standartlar tem-
sil eden bir sézciik olarak dilimize yerlesti.

Tiirkiye’de turizmin ilk gercek mesalesi Hilton ile yakil-
di. Hilton’dan sonra yeni oteller insa etmenin éniindeki
fikri engeller ortadan kalkti. Bu alan yepyeni yatirnimlara

haul. Similarly, Hilton Istanbul was among the first hotels
around the world to embrace computerized systems. Start-
ing with 1983, all front desk and reservation operations were
conducted using computers. The same year saw the launch
of the keycard system, again a first in Turkey.

Hilton Istanbul was always a leading hotel in service variety
and creativity. It was Hilton that started the trend of hav-
ing fashion shows in bars. The first real bar-discotheque
in Istanbul was opened in Hilton. The Efes Pub was the first
bar in Istanbul to have a “Happy Hour.” The hotel received
innumerable awards in its long history.

Hilton Istanbul went beyond all these firsts to make serious
contributions to society, urban life, architecture, tourism
and hotel management in Turkey. It became the center of
business life, diplomatic activities and touristic functions
after it was opened.” Hilton Istanbul was a symbol that
changed Istanbul’s face and introduced many changes in
the social life of the city. The word “Hilton” became part
of the Turkish vocabulary denoting comfort, quality and
high standards.

Hilton lit the first real beacon of tourism in Turkey. After
Hilton was built, the mental blocks against new hotels dis-

Aydin Dogan’in diigiin s6zii

................................................................................................
--------------------------------------------------------------

Ben okumak igin Istanbul’a ilk geldigim yillarda
bir yandan egitimime devam ederken diger yan-
dan da is hayatina auldim. O yillarda Hiltonda
bir cay i¢mek bile biiyiik ayricalikti. Arada bir
Hilton’a gidebilmek ve terasinda oturup Bogaz'i
seyretmek benim i¢in doyumsuz bir keyifti. Esim
Sema ile nigsanlandigimda, ona diigiiniimizii
Hilton'da yapacagimiza dair s6z verdim. Ama ai-
levi nedenlerle diigiinii Giimiishanede yaptik ve
ben soziimii tutamamis oldum. Yillar sonra Hil-
ton Ozellestirmesi ihalesine girdigimde, en yiik-
sek fiyat1 vererek buray: sirketlerimiz adina degil,
aile adina satin aldim. Yani Sema’ya yapacagim
Hilton'da diigiin sdziimii tutamadim ama, bugiin
buray: ailecek evimiz gibi griiyoruz.

Aydin Dogan’s wedding promise

----------------------------------------------------------------------

When I first came to Istanbul while I was a student,
1 started to work as I went on with my studies. In
those years even having a cup of tea at Hilton was a
privilege. It was an immense pleasure for me to go to
Hilton every once in a while and watch the Bospho-
rus while sitting at the terrace. When I got engaged
to my future wife Sema, I promised her a wedding
ceremony at Hilton. But for family reasons we got
married in Giimiishane and so I couldn’t keep my
promise. Years later, when I participated in the ten-
der of Hilton’s privatization, I bid the highest price
and bought the place not in the name of our compa-
nies but in the name of the Dogan family. In other
words, I wasnt able to keep my promise to Sema
about the wedding ceremony at Hilton, but now the
whole family regards this place their home.
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sahne oldu.® Hilton Worldwide Istanbul Otelleri Bélge
Miidiirii Armin Zerunyan’a goére Hilton, modern otelcili-
gin oldukca erken bir asamasinda tam tegekkiillii olarak
Tiirkiye’ye gelmis ve otelciligin gelismesinde temel bir
rol oynamisti. TURBAN’1n olusturulmasinda, Emekli San-
did yoluyla Biiyiik Efes ve Tarabya gibi otellerin kurul-
masinda Hilton her zaman 6rnek tegkil etti; bir bakima
Tiirkiye’deki biitiin otellerin “dogum yeri” oldu. Bura-
da yetismis elemanlar, daha sonra agilan yabanc zincir
otellerinde ve baska biiyiik otellerde iist diizey yéne-
tici olarak goérev aldilar. Bununla da yetinmediler, Hil-
ton zincirinin diinyadaki diger halkalarinda ¢ok énemli
pozisyonlara geldiler. Bu bakimdan Hilton Istanbul, tiim
Hiltonlar icinde “amiral gemisi” olarak goriilen, herke-
sin bildigi, tamdig1 ve 6nemsedigi bir ikon oldu.’

Bugiin, halihazirda isletmede olan en eski uluslararasi Hil-
ton olmasi, ona 6zel bir konum kazandiryor. Hilton Istan-
bul, genis arazisi, havuzu, balkonlu odalarn1 ve hem kent
merkezinde, hem de tecrit edilmis bir lokasyonda bulun-
masiyla bugiin bile tiim diinyada en iyi hizmetin alinabile-
cedi Hiltonlardan biri konumunda. Kendi 6zgiin ¢izgilerini
koruyan, ¢ok iyi muhafaza edilmis, ama giiniin sartlarindan
geri kalmayan hali, Hilton’a farkhilik kazandiriyor. Otelin
1955’ten bu yana hem hizmet kalitesinde, hem de marka
olarak devamhlik saglamus olmas: da, Hilton Istanbul’a ku-
rumsallik anlaminda énemli bir katma deger saghyor.

Hilton Istanbul, hizmet kalitesiyle, her dénemde Conrad
Hilton’un “misafirperverlik” anlayisini ve hizmet felse-
fesini miikemmel bir sekilde yansitan ve bu 6zelligiyle
diger tiim Hiltonlara érnek teskil eden bir otel. Tiim bu
ozellikleri ona, ge¢cmiste oldugu gibi, gelecekte de par-
lak bir kariyerin yolunu hazirliyor.
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appeared, and many new investments followed suit.® Ac-
cording to Armin Zerunyan, General Manager, Istanbul
Cluster for Hilton Worldwide, Hilton came to Turkey full-
blown at a relatively early stage of modern hotel manage-
ment, and played a central role in its development here.
Hilton was the example followed during the creation of
TURBAN (state enterprise hotels), and the construction of
hotels like Biiyiik Efes and Tarabya by the Pension Fund;
in a way, it was the “birth place” of all the hotels in Tur-
key. The members of the staff that were trained here later
became senior officials at foreign hotel chains and other
big hotels. They also attained very important positions
throughout the global Hilton chain. In that sense Hilton Is-
tanbul became the flagship among all Hiltons and an icon
known and respected by everyone.’

Today Hilton Istanbul is the oldest international Hilton still
in operation, which bestows a special status upon it. It is
still one of the Hiltons that offers the best service around
the world with its sprawling premises, its pool, its rooms
featuring balconies and with its location that is at once se-
cluded and at the heart of the city. It stands out with its
unique lines and perfectly preserved and yet still up-to-
date condition. The continuity attained in the quality of
service and as a brand name since 1955 provides signifi-
cant additional value to Hilton Istanbul in terms of institu-
tionalization.

Hilton Istanbul is an exemplary hotel for all the Hilton ho-
tels with its quality of service and its unwavering dedica-
tion to the philosophy of hospitality as formulated by Con-
rad Hilton himself. These characteristics prepare a bright
future for the Hilton Istanbul, just like the many successes
it has had in the past.

e0cc0cc0c0ccc0ccccne

@® Hilton Istanbul
Genel Miidiirler / General Managers

Rudy Basler (1955-1957)
William Land (1957-1958)
Olaf Lambert (1958)

Louis Blouet (1958-1964)

G. Desbaillets (1964-1968)

H. Jerosch (1968-1969)

A.D. Carpenter (1969-1972)
Peter Howard (1972-1975)

Peter Van der Vliet (1975)

R. Rickenbacher (1975-1978)
Gerhard Engelhardr (1978-1982)
Norbert Spichtinger (1982-1992)
Rico de Schepper (1992-1997)
Kees Hartzuiker (1997-2000)
Ashley Spencer (2000-2001)
Riccardo San Martino (2001-2005)
Andrew Jacobs (2005-2007)
Armin Zerunyan (2007- )
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