
Unitcd Stales Dcpartmcnt e t  thc l r t tcr ior  
NationaI Park Servicc 

' :ional Register of Historic Places 
Izegistratiort Form 
This lbnn is Tor u x  in norriiialir~g or rcqucsling dctcmiil~atiom Tor individual propcrlics xnd d!str:cu. Scrr inslruaions in I fo i r  ro Cmt~fIerc the Nari#~/ Rcglsler 
oflfi~rorrc P f m s  Rcgistrfi~ion F r ~ r ~ u  flallonal Rcdsrcr Uultdin l6A). Coaip[clc wch ilc-n~ by rimking "a" in tllc appmprialc box or by cntcring tllc inronnatlon 
rcqucstcd Il'nn ilcm docs not apply to 111c propccy hci~l; docs~rncntcd. cnlcr "hYA" for "'not appl~whlc." For Curicrior~s, arclrilcdumT c l ; ~ a i l i ~ t i o n ,  materials, .md 
am.- oisignificancc. cnrcro:lly carcgorius ;i:~d stlhcnrcgorics (rmri t l ~ c  itislncc~io~r$. PIacc nddi~iotnl c~~t r ics  oi~d linrntivc itcn~s OII conlir~unlion slrccls (NPS For~n 
10-900a) Usc a tvpcwrilcr. umord p;occssnr.ur cor~~p111cr. 10 cnnlp!clc a l l  i lci~is.  

l~istoric name Blankinship Motor Company Building 

other namds;itc number 13R0030 

2. Location 

slrcct & nurnbcr 120 East CypressSt~.cet r~ot for pubticatioti 
- 

city or town Warren vicinity 
- -  

state Arkansas code A R  county Bradley code 011 zipcode 71671 

3. StatdFedcral Aecncv Ccslificalion 

I AS rlhc dcsiyanled aullrorily under Ihc Nalional Ilistoric Prcscrvat~o~: Acl, ~3 acicndcd, 1 hcrcby certify :ha[ [IlisIXj non~inallorc 0 
-sq~cst lor dcrsrn1in;liion oicligr bi l i ly rnccw 1l1c doci~incntalioti sriindards for rcgislcrinp pmpcrtics i n  l l ~ c  Naliolral Itcgislcr of I,listaric 
Places mid n lw&  llic procedural .-.lid pnltssionnl rcqulrmtcnts xr h r  in 36 CPR P.ut 6C. In my opiniori, Ihc yropcrty Q nwcts 
docs not mcc~  ! l~c Nnrional Rcgistct cr~tcria. 1 rcco:;>n~cl~d lllnt Illis propcrly bc rnc.sidcrcd signitimnt 

Starc or Fcdcrnl agciicy and burcar1 

In my opinion, LIIC propcrty illecls a duw no1 niccl r l ~c  Nnlioual 1lc;islrr uiecri?, (ld Scc Contialuatio~i shcct Tor addiiional 
conimcnb.) 

Slgnartlrc o f ccn i l y~ng  ol:ic zITT~tlc Darc 

S:;lrcor I:cdcnl a g n c y  and butcau 

4. h'ntional Parlt Scrvicc C c t * t i t i c i ~ t i ~ n  

I hcrcby ccrI~Sy thal I ~ H :  propcrty IS: S,gl:alurc olti~c Kccpcr Dntc o f  Action 

n cnlcrcd ill thc Na~iotinl I<cgis:cr. - 
Scc wnti~ruation 51:cct 

d c l c m ~ i ~ d  cligiblc for tllc 

Scc ctlsilinibariu~! shcc~ 
dcicrrnincd mot rligibfc to: 1111: 

Nalional Jtcgirrcr. 
Q rcmovcd frn~n Ilic Na l i o~ id  

0 athcr. (explain:) 
- - 



Blan kinship Motor Company Buildi~lg - . 

I 
Bradley County, hR 
Corrr~ty nnd Siatc 

vncrship of Property Category o f  Property Nl~mbes  of  Resources within Property 
:tk as mmy boxcs as apply) (Cliccl, only onc box) (Do nor includc previously lisrcd rcsoutces in count.) 

IXJ private 

public-Iocal 
01 public-State 

public-Federal 

building(s) 

district 

site 

Q structure 

object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 0 buildings 

sites 

structures 
objects 

1 0 Total 

Name of  related multiplc propcrp listing Numbcr o f  Contributing stsources prcviousty listed 
(Enrer WIA" if propcr~y IS 11ot parl of a multiplc pmpcny listing.) in tltc National Rcgistcr 

Arkansas Hifiway and Tnnsportaiion Era Architecture, 18 10-1 965 NI'A 

6. Function or Use 
--  - 

Historic Functions Current Functions 
(En!cr categories from inslnrcfions) (Entcr catcgoties from instructions) 

COMMERCLTRADE specialty store 

TRANSPORTATION: road related 

COMMERCETTRADE specialty store 

TRANSPORTATION: road related 

Architecturn1 Classification Materials 
(Entcr carcgories from insvuctio~~s) (Enlcr ~ ~ ~ e g o r i c s  h m  insrmctions) 

MODERN MOVEMENT: Moderne foundation CONCRETE 
walls BMCK 

roof METAL 
other CONCRETE 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the histor~c and currcnt condition ~ 1 ' l h r  propH? on onc or nlow co~~:muarion shmb.) 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 



Blankinshiw Motor Company Building - 
N a m t  o f  Propeny 

Bradley County, AR 
County md Stare 

:nt of Significance 

: licable National Register Crfterin Levcls o f  Significance (local. statc, national) 
%" In onc or mom boxcs Tor the criteria qualifying rlre pmpcny local 

:k~r Aarional Rcgistcr listing.) 

A Property is associated with events that lravc made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives o f  persons 
significant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of n type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a si~nificanr and 
distinguishable entity whose cornpontnts lack 
individual distinction. --. -. 

0 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
. (Mark "x" in all rhc hoxes lhar apply.) 

Property is: 
n A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

0 I3 removed from its original location. 

Areas or Significance (Entcr ca!cgorics from instructions) 

TRANSPORTATlON 

Pcriod of Significance 
1940-1951 

Significant Dates 
1940 

Significant Person (Complnc ilCrircrion B is rnxrkcd) 

N? tZ 

C m w e d  from its original locntion. 

I7 D a cemerety. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a cornmemorat ive property 
Xrchitect/&aiIder 

1 G less than 50 years of  age or achieved significance Burks, H. Ray 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement or Significance 
(Explain 1l1c significance o f  thc propccty on onc or nlorc continualion sl~octs.) 
9. Major Bibliagl-sphic.11 Rcfcrcoctx 

Bibliography 
(C~tc tilt books. anicles, and other sources uscd in preparing this ronn on onc or mon: wnrinuation &eels.) 

Abstract of T i t ! e  for I2Q East Cypress Street. 

Eagle Democrat. 26 September 1940. 

'erview with Paul Brays (current owner) 13 June 2001. 

,iebs, Chester H. Main Street to Miracle Mile: American Roadside Ardlitecbute. Boston: Little Brown and Company 
Inc.), 1985. - 
reviaus documentation on fife (SPS): Primary location of additional data:  



C ray dctcr~nina~ion of ' indr~~dui~t  lixlirlg (36 Slate I listoric 13rcucn.;rtion Oflicc 
CFR 67) has bccn requested Othct Slwe Agcnc!: 

previously listcd in lhc National Register Fcdcral Agency 
Previously dctermincd cligible by zhc Sational Local Go%crnrnent 
Registcr University 

n designaid a National 1 Iistoric Landmark Orher 
rorded by Historic Amcrican Buildi~lgs Sunvey Na~nc of repository: 

recarded by I-listoric Amcricnn Engineering 
Rccord C 



Blankinship Motor Company Building 
nc of Propcrly TIIF and Stat 

Bradley County. AR - 
Cnu c 

phical Data 

lge of  Property Less than one. 

U'TM References 
(Place additional UTM rcrcrcnccs on a mnrinr~ntioo slrcc~) 

3 
Zonc Eastinb t4onliinp 

4 - 
Scc continuation shecl 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Descnhc thc boundaries of tk property on a conlinunrion sheet.) 

h t  Fourteen 1( 141, Block Fifty-five (551, City of Warren; Beginning at a point 206 feet East and 48 !h feet South of the 
point where Southern Boundary Line af Cypress Street intersects with Eastern Bou~ldary Line of Vine Street, and 
running East 34 feet, thence South 10 1 % feet, thence West 34 feet. thence North 10 1 !4 feet to the beginning point in 
the City of Warren Bradley County, Arkansas. 

Boundary Justificrtian -_ -_ 
(Explain why the boundnrics wcrc setected on a con~inuirtion sllect.) 

T I l ls  boundary contains all of the property i~istoricnlly associated with the Blankinship Motors Building that contains 
its historic integrity. 

1 I. Form Prepared By 

narndtitle Amy Bennm 
/ mtion Arkansas Historic Preservnt ion Program date August 17.200 1 

siriet & number 323 Center Street 1500 Tower Building telephone (501)324-4880 

city or town Little Rock state AR zip code 72201 



Blankinshit, Motor Corn~anv Buildin: Bradley County. AR 
County and Starc 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

lmtional Register o f  Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 7 Page I 

Summary 
hcated at 120 East Cypress Street in Warren on the corner of the Bradley County Courthouse Square, the Blankinship Motor 
Company Building was constructed in 1940 with a latcr rear side addition. Designed by Little Rock atcl~itect H. Ray Burks, ' in a simplified An Modcme-style, t l ~ c  brick commercial building is relatively small compared to many of Burks other 
commissions. The building rests on n continuous concrete foundation, and a flat and barrel vaulted roof system behind 
parapets protects it from the elements. Ford and Mercury automobiles were sold from 1940 until 1965 when the sales section 
closed. Auto parts and engine scrAcing were available until 1982. Tlre Blankinship Motor Company Building i s  in good 
condition. 

Elaboration 
Sited on the southwest corner of Cypress and Myrtle Streets witllin sight of the Bradley County Courthouse, the Blaniunship 
Motor Company Building is representative of multi-use automobile sales and service buildings in the 1940s. The large set 
back of the building once allowed for gasoline pumps facing Cypress Street. These pumps were removed circa 1970. A 
"~odernistic'%~st-story buff brick showroom contains the majority of the decorative elements. Located to the south of the 

,room is a more auskre auto repair shop. Co~~sfructed of red brick and reinforced by brick pilasters, this section is  topped 
0y.a barrel vaulted roof. In the 1960s, a flat roof exterlsiorl was added to the west elevation of the auto repair shop. 

Worth Elevation-Showroom 
The nod l  facing two-story sl~owroorn i s  topped by a concrete coping and has a rectangular floor plan. The storefront is 
punctured by a double-leaf en try flanked by a series of nearly s,vmmetrical full-length single-paned stationary windows and 
single leaf doors. The second story co~itains symmetrically placed groups of four-besidefour metal casement windows, 
sandwiched between lrorizonra I bands of concrete. Between the storefront and the second stosq', the building's horizontal 
appearance is further en l~anced by a full-length cantilevered canopy. The canopy is paneled by squares of pressed-tin and 
illuminated by recessed electrical lights underneath. Whiic in use as an auto sale building from 1940 untiI 1965, a l a q e  neon 
sign announced "Ford Motor Co." on the facade. Tl ie  interior of what was once tlre showroom has been broken up into two 
separate stores. The northwest corner of the showroorn i s  currently used for storage and the northeast comer has fi~nctioned 
as a pawnshop since 1 990. Tlie storage area in the upper stow was converted into an apartment, but is cumnt ly vacant and 
used for storage. 

East Elevation-Repair shop 
The east elevation of the auto repair shop is divided into five bays denoted by reinforcing brick pilasters with brick caps. A 
single leaf wood door is located nearesr: the two story sl~owroom section. The remainder of the elevation is fenestrated by 
three large multi-pane metal windows with crank out centers, and two large garage doors. The original west elevation of the 
repair shop i s  encapsulated by the 1960s addition. 



Blankinship Motor Company B~tilding 
Nnnlc of Properly 

United States Department of the Intcrior 
National Park Service 

Nitional Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 7 Page 2 

South Elevation-Repair Shop 
The south or rear elevation of the repair shop features both rlie stepped parapet barrel vault section of the 1940 repair shop 
and the flat roofed 1 960s expansion. Tllc originai repair shop has n large centraIly located drive flanked by multi-pane metal 
windows with crank out centers. Metal door panels can be slid together to cover the drive. Centered above the drive i s  a 
metal lamp and a pair of six-beside-six III~LT.?~  casement windows. The 1960s addition features similar elements, however a 
wood paneled drive is asymmetrically placed 'between three multi-pane metal windows. 

West Elevation-Addition -- -. 
The light blonde brick of the west elevation is disti~lczly different from the other three types of brick that clad other portions of 
the exterior. T11e elevation fronts a narrow aI!ey and is fenestrated by a series of Zen evenly spaced multi-pane metal 
windows. The windows are intact except for a srnall numbcr o f  broken panes covered by plywood. 

North Elevation--Addition 
The north elevation of the addition is completely hidden from view by an adjacent cc~mmescial buijding. The wall contains 
v * ? l l  windows that match the pane arrangements of the other windows of the 1960s expansion. 



Blankinshit, Motw Corn~anv Buildinc 

United States Department of the Intcrior 
National Park Service 

I 

. dtional Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 Page 1 

Bradley County, AR 
County and Statc 

Summary 
Blankinship Motor Company Building celebrated the grand opening of its new location at the comer of Cypress and Myrtle 
Streets on Friday, 27 September 1940. Its association with transportation culture in Warren makes this simplified Art 
Modernestyled brick building eligible For listing in tlre National Register under Criterion A with local significance. 
Blankinship Motor Company BuEidil~g is being submitted to the National Register of Historic Places under the multiple 
property I isting "Arkansas I-ligl~way and Transportatioi~ Era Archi lecture, l9 1 0- 1963" in conjunct ion with thc historic context 
"Arkansas Highway History and architecture, 19 10- 1965 ." 

-=. . 
Elaboration 
Born in 1889, H. Ray Burks designed n large number o f  buildi~lgs in the south and southeastern parts of Arkansas. His early 
work in mid 1920 is mostly residential and reflects the popularity of the Craftsman and English Revival styles. Later with 
larger commissions, he adopted the Art Deco and Art Moderne idioms coupled with Classical elements befitting the rnunicipa 
use of the buildings. Designs of note are the Drew County Courthouse, Lonoke County Courcl~ouse and Was Memorial 
Stadium. Although strictly symmetrical like his dher works in the modern idiom, his design for the BEankEnship Motor 
r - ~ p a n y  Building is rnucll less elaborate and lacks all cIassica1 elements. 

i I r:\ newspaper article entitled 'Wew Home of Blan kinship Motor Co. Carries City's Progress Forward," DuVal L. Purkins 
invited everyone to the grand ope11i11~ on Friday evening 27 September 1940. "G. R. Blankinship, well known citizen and 
locnI dealer for Ford motors, plans a jolly party for lots o f  people. For a dance floor, there is available 10,400 square feet of 
smooth concrete in the new building.'TThe article continues by describing the progress made in the community, including 
"modem store buildings, better homes and iinproved streets." Part of this era of "progress'kas the Blankinship Motor 
Company Building, which replaced tvhnt Mr. DuVal called a "Horse Barn" d ~ a t  once stood on the site. 

Significance 
The buiIding was in use as an auto dealers11 ip for Ford, M e r c u ~  and Lincoln from 1940 until 1965. Although the gas pumps 
were removed in the early 1960s. i t  remained as an auto parts and repair station until 1979. In the late 1980s, David Wallace 
rented the building from Curtis Blankinship Jr. He utilized the building for the Waltacc Tire Company. In addition, during 
the 1980s a pool hall was situated in the showroom space, The current owner Paul Bmy bought the property in 1990 after a 
couple years of vacancy. From 1990 until 2000, Paul Bray lived upstairs in what had once been offices and storage space. 
Also during the 1990s, the showroom-turned-pool hall was again reused, this time as a pawnstlop and a large storage room. 

Blankinship Motor Company Buijding is strongly associated wit11 transportation culture in Warren as a multi-use auto 
dealershiplservice station and later as an auto repair shop with a pawnshop in the showroom space. AIthoug11 this simplified 
Art Modeme-sbled brick building is eligible for listing in the National Register under Criterion A with local significance, the 
large rear addition precludes it from being listed under Criterion C. Nevertheless, Blankinship Motor Company Building has 
sufficient architectural integrity to be submitted to the Yational Register of Historic Places under the multiple property listing 
"Arkansas Highway and Transportation Era Architecture, I9 10- 1965" in conjunction with tllc historic context "Arkansas 
F:-htvay History and Architecture, 19 10- I965 ." 
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